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MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 



Richmond, Va., Dec. 23, 18&S\ 

To the Senate and Home of Representatives : 

I herewith transii^, for your information, a communication from 
f the Secretary of War, covering General Lee's report of the opera- 
tions of the Army of Northern Virginia, from the date of his assump- 
tion, of command to and including the battle of Fredericksburg, 
December 13th, 1862, and the subordinate reports appertaining 
thereto. * 1 . 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 



COMMUNICATION FROM SECRETARY OF WAR. 



Confederate States of America, - y 
War Department, \ 
Richmond, Va, Dec. 21, 1863, ) 

To His Excellency, the President 

Sir : I have the honor, herewith, to transmit for the information 
of Congress, General Lee's report of operations of the Army of 
Northern Virginia, from the date of his assumption of command to 
and. including the battle at Fredericksburg, December 13th, 1863, and 
the subordinate reports appertaining thereto. 

This includes the report of operations before Richmond, submitted 
at the, last session, but procured from the congressional files, that the 
consecutive narrative might be formed^ in accordance with General 
Lee's written request. 

I am sir, very respectfully, Your obedient servant, 

JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. 
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GENERAL "LEE'S REPORT. 



Headquarters Akmi Northern Virginia, > 
March 6, 1863. • \ 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, RicKmvnd, Pa. : 

Sir : After the battle of Seven Pines, the Federal army, under 
General McClellan, preparatory to *an advance upon Richmond, pro- 
ceeded to fortify its position on the Chickahominy, and to perfect th# 
communications with its base of supplies, near the head of York river. 
Its left was established south of the Chickahominy, between White 
Oak Swamp and New Bridge, defended by a line of strong works, ac- 
cess to which, except by a few narrow roads, was obstructed by felling 
the dense forests in front. These roads were commanded for a great 
distance by the heavy guns in the fortifications. The right wing lay 
north of the Chickahominy, extending beyond Mechanicsville, and 
the approaches from the southside were strongly defended by entrench- 
ments. Our army was around Richmond. The divisions of Huger 
and Magruder, supported by those of , Longstreet and D. H. Hill, in 
front of the enemy's left, and th|tt of A. P. Hill extending from Ma- 
gruder's left beyond Meadow Bridge. The command of General 
Jackson, including EwelPs division, operating in the Shenandoah val- 
ley, tad succeeded in diverting the army of McDowell at Fredericks- 
burg from uniting with that of McClellan. To render this diversion 
more decided, and effectually mask his withdrawal from the Valley 
at the proper time, Jackson, after the defeat of Fremont and Shields, 
was reinforced by Whiting's division, composed of Hood's Texas 
brigade, and his own, under Colonel Law, from Richmond, and that 
of Law ton, from the South. The intention of the enemy seemed to 
be to attack Richmond by regular approaches. The strength pf his 
left wing rendered a direct assualt injudicious, if not impracticable. 
It was therefore determined to construct defensive lines so as to ena- 
ble a part of the army to defend the city, and leave the other part 
free to cross the Chickahominy and operate on the north bank. By 
sweeping down the river on that side, and threatening his communica- 
tions with York river, it was thought that the enemy would be com- 
pelled to retreat or give battle out of his entrenchments. The plan 
was submitted to His Excellency the President, who was rejpeatedly 
on the field in the course of its execution. 



Whilt preparations were an progress, a cavalry expedition, under 
General Stuart, was made around the rear of the Federal army, to 
ascertain its position arid movements. This was executed with great 
address and daring by thai; accomplished officer. As soon as the de- 
fensive works were sufficiently advanced, General Jackson was 
directed to move rapidly and secretly fro pa the Valley, so as to arrive 
in the vicinity of Ashland by the 24th of June. The enemy appeared 
to be unaware of our purpose, and on the*26th attacked General 
Huger, on the Williamsburg road, with the intention, as appeared by 
.a dispatch from General McClellan, of securing his advance towards 
Richmond.. The effort was successfully resisted and our line main- 
tained. * 

Battle of Mechanicsville; 

According to the general order of battle, a copy of which is an- 
nexed, General Jackson was to march from Ashland on the 25th, in 
the direction of Slash Church, encamping for the- night west of th« 
Central railroad, nnd to advance at three, A. M., on the 26th, and 
turn Beaver Dam. A. P. Hill was to cross the Chickahominy at Mea- 
dow Bridge, when Jackson's advance beyond that point should be 
known, and move directly upon Mechanicsville. As soon as the 
Mechanicsville bridge should be uncovered, Longstreet and D. H. 
Hill were to cross, the latter to proceed to the support of Jackson, 
and the former to that of A. P. Hill. " The four commands were 
directed to sweep down the north side of the Chickahominy towards 
the York River railroad, Jackson on the left and in advance, Long- 
street nearest the river and in the rear. Huger and Magruder were 
ordered to hold their positions against any assault of the enemy, to 
observe his movements, and follow him closely should he retreat. 
General Stuart, with the cavalry, was thrown out on Jackson's left, 
to guard his flank, and give. notice of *Ae enemy's movements. Brig- 
adier General Pendleton was directed to employ the reserve artillery 
so as to resist any approach of the enemy towards Richmond, to 
superintend that portion of it posted to aid in the operations on the 
north bank, and hold the remainder ready for use when it might be 
required. In consequence of unavoidable delays, the whole of Gene- 
ral Jackson's command did riot arrive at Ashland in time to enable 
him to reach the point designated" on the 25th. His march on the 
26th was consequently longer than had been anticipated, and his pro- 
gress being also retarded by the enemy, A. P. Hill did not begin his 
movement until three, P* M., when he crossed the river and advanced 
upon Mechanicsville. After ' a sharp .conflict, he drove the enemy 
from his entrenchments, and forced him to take refuge in his works, 
on the left bank of Beaver Dam, about a mile distant. This position 
was a strong one, the banks of the creek in front being high and 
almost perpendicular, and the approach to it over open fields, com- 
manded by the fire of artillery and infantry entrenched on the oppo- 
site side. The difficulty of crossing the stream had been increased 
by felling^the woods opt its banks and destroying the bridges. Jack- 
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son being expected to pass Bearer Dam above, and turn the. enemy's 
right, a direct attack was not made by General Hill. One of his • 
regiments on the left of his line crossed the creek to communicate 
with Jackson, and remained until after 'dark, when it was withdrawn. 
Longstreet and D. H. Hill crossed the Mechanicsville bridge as soon 
as it was uncovered and could be repaired, but it was late before they 
reached the north, bank of the Chickahominy. D. H. Hill's leading 
brigade, under Ripley, advanced to the support of the troops engaged, 
and at a late hour united with Pender's brigade, of A, P. Hill's divis- 
ion, in an effort to turn the enemy's left, but the troops were unable, 
in the growing darkness, to overcome the obstructions, and after 
sustaining a destructive fire of musketry and artillery at short range, 
were withdrawn. The fir$ was continued until about nine, P. M., 
when the engagement ceased Our troops retained the ground on 
the right bank, from which the enemy had been driven. Itipley was 
relieved at three, P. M., on the 27th, by two pf Longstreet's brigades, 
which were subsequently reinforced. In expectation of Jackson's 
arrival on the enemy's right, the battle was renewed at dawn, and 
continued with animation for about two hours, during which the 
passage of the creek was attempted, and our troops forced their way 
to its banks, where their progress was arrested by the nature of the 
stream. They maintained their position, while preparations were 
being made to cross at another point nearer the Chickahominy. Bo- 
fore they were completed, Jackson crossed Beaver Dam above and the 
enemy abandoned his entrenchments and retired rapidly down the 
river, destroying a great deal of property, but leaving much in his 
deserted camps. 

* Battle of the Chickahominy. 

After repairing the bridges over Beaver Dam, the several columns 
resumed their march, as nearly as possible, as prescribed ifi the order. 
Jackson, with whom D. H. Hill had united, bore to the left, in order 
to cut off reinforcements to the enemy, or intercept his retreat in that 
direction. Longstreet and A. P s Hill moved nearer the Chickahom- 
iny. Many prisoners were taken in their progress, and the conflagra- 
tions of wagons and stores marked the way of the retreating army. 
Longstreet and Hill reached the vicinity of New Bridge about nfpn. 
It was ascertained that the enemy had taken a position behind Powhite 
creek, prepared to dispute our progress. He occupied a range of 
hills, with his right resting in the vicinity of McGehees' house, and 
his left near that of Dr. Gaines, on a wooded bluff, which rose ab- 
ruptly from a deep ravine. The ravine was filled with sharpshooters, 
to whom its banks gave protection. ♦ A second- line of infantry w§s 
stationed on the side of the hill, behind a breastwork of trees^ above 
the first. A third occupied the crest, strengthened with rifle trenches, 
and crowned with artillery. The approach to this position was over 
an open plain, about a quarter of a mile wide, commanded by this 
triple line of fire, and swept by the heavy batteries south of the 
Chickahominy, . In front of his centre and right, the ground was 



generally open, bounded on the side of our approach by a wood, with 
dense and tangled undergrowth, and traversed by a sluggish stream 
which converted the soil into a deep morass. The woods on the 
further side of the BWamp were occupied by sharpshooters, and trees 
.had been felled to increase the difficulty of its passage, and detain our 
advancing columns under the fire of infantry, massed on the slopes 
of the opposite hills, and of the batteries on their crests. Pressing 
on towards the York River railroad, A. P. Hill, who was in advance, 
reached the vicinity of New .Cold Harbor about two P. M., where he' 
encountered the enemy. He immediately formed his line nearly par- 
allel to the read leading from that place towards McGehee's house, 
ami soon became hotly engaged. The arrival of Jackson on our left 
wafc momentarily expected, and it was supposed that his approach 
* would cause the* extension of the enemy's line in that direction. 
Under this impression, Longstreet was held back until this movement 
should commence. The principal part of the Federal army was now 
on the north side of the Chickahominy. * Hill's single division met 
this large force with the impetuous courage for which tfcat officer and 
his troopB are distinguished. They drove the enemy back and assailed 
him in his s'trong position on the ridge: The battle raged fiercely, 
and with varying fortune, more than two hours. Three regiments 
pierced the enemy's line, and forced their way to the crest of the hill 
oil his left, but were compelled to fall back before overwhelming num- 
bers. The superior force of the enemy, # assisted by the fire of his 
batteries, south of the Chickahominy, which played incessantly On- 
our columns as they pressed through the difficulties that obstructed 
their way, caused. them to recoil. Though moat of the men had never 
been under fire until the day before, they were rallied, and in turn, 
repelled' the advance of the enemy. Some brigades were broken, 
others stubbornly maintained their positions, but it became apparent 
that the enemy was gradually gaining ground. The attack on our 
left being delayed by the length of Jackson's march, and the obstacles 
he encountered, Longstreet was ordered to make a diversion In Hill's 
favor, by a feint on the enemy's left. In making this demonstration, 
the great strength of the position already described was discovered, 
and General Longstreet perceived that, to render the diversion effec- 
tual, the feint must be converted into an attack. He resolved, with • 
•harfcteristic promptness, to carry the heights by assault. His col- 
umn was quickly formed near the open ground, and as his prepara- 
tions were completed, Jackson arrived, and his right division, that of 
Whiting, took position on the left of Longstreet. At the same time, 
D. H. Hill formed on our extreme left, and after a short but bloody 
conflict, forced his way through the morass apd obstructions, and 
drore the enemy from the woods cm the opposite side. Ewell advanced 
on Hill's right and engaged the enemy furiously. The first and fourth 
brigades,, of Jackson's own division, filled the interval between Ewell . 
and A. P. Hill. The second and third were sent -to the right. The 
arrival of these fresh troops enabled A. P. Hill to withdraw some of 
his brigades, wearied and reduced by their long and arduous conflict. 
The line being now complete, a general advance, from right#to left, 



was ordered. On the right, the troops moved forward with steadi- 
ness, unchecked by the terrible fire from the triple lines, of infantry 
on the hill, and the cannon on both sides of the river, which burst 
upon them as they emerged upon the plain. The dead and wounded 
marked the way of their intrepid advance, the brave Texans leading, 
closely followed by their no less daring comrades. The enemy were 
driven from the ravine to the first line of breastworks, over which our 
impetuous column dashed up to the entrenchments on the crest; 
These were quickly stormed, fourteen pieces of artillery captured, 
and the enemy driven into the field beyond. Fresh troops came to 
his support, and he endeavored repeatedly to rally, but in vain. He 
was forced back with great slaughter, until he reached the woods on 
the banks of the Chickahominy, and night put an end to the pursuit. 
Long lines of dead and wounded marked each stand made by the 
enemy in his stubborn resistance, and the field over which he retreated 
was strewn with the slain. On the left, the .attack was no less vigor- 
ous anti successful. D. H|j Hill charged across the open ground in 
his front, one of his regiments having first bravely carried a battery 
whose fire enfiladed his advance." Gallantly supported by the troops 
-on' his right, who pressed forward with unfaltering resolution, he 
reached the crest of the ridge, and, after a sanguinary struggle, broke 
the enemy's line, captured several of his batteries, and drove him in 
confusion towards the Chickahominy, until darkness rendered further 
pursuit impossible. Our troops remained in undisturbed possession 
of the field, covered with the Federal dead and wounded, and their 
broken forces fled to the river or wandered through the woods. Owing 
to the nature of the country, the cavalry was unable to participate in 
the general engagement. It rendered valuable service in guarding 
Jackson's flank, -and took a large number of .prisoners. On the 
morning of the 28th, it was ascertained, that none of the enemy re- 
mained in our front*north of the Chickahominy. # As he might yet 
intend to give battle to preserve his communications, the* ninth cav- 
alry, supported by E well's division, was ordered to seize the York 
River railroad, and General Stuart, with his main body, to co-oper- 
ate. When the cavalry reached Dispatch Station, the enemy retreated 
to the south bank of the river, and burned the railroad bridgd. Ewell, 
coming up shortly afterwards, destroyed a portion of the track. 
During the forenoon, columns of dust, south of the* Chickahominy, 
showed that the Federal army was in motion. The abandonment of 
the railroad and destruction of the bridge, proved that no further 
attempt would be made to hold that line. But from the position it 
occupied, the roads, which led towards James river, would also enablt 
it to reach the lower bridges over the Chickahominy, and retreat down 
the Peninsula. In the latter event, it was necessary that our troops 
should continue on the north bank of the river, and, until the inten- 
tion of General McClellan was discovered, it was deemed injudicious 
to change their disposition. Ewell was therefore- ordered to proceed 
to Bottom's Bridge to guard that point, and the cavalry to watch the 
brigdes below. No certain indications of a retreat to James river 
were discovered by ourforces on the south side of the Chickahominy p 



and late in the afternoon the enemy's works were reported to be fully 
manned. The strength of these fortifications prevented Generals 
Huger and Magruder from discovering what was passing in their 
front. Below the enemy's works, the country was densely wooded, 
and intersected by impassable swamps, at once concealing his move- 
ments, and precluding reconnoisances, except by the regular roads, all 
of which were strongly guarded. The bridges over the Chickahomi- 
ny, in rear of the enemy, were destroyed.; amd their reconstruction 
impracticable in the presence of his whole army and powerful batte- 
ries. We were, therefore, compelled to wait until his purppse should 
be developed. Generals Huger and^Magruder were again directed to 
use the utmost vigilance, and pursue the enemy vigorously -should 
they discover that he was retreating. During the afternoon and night 
of the 28th, the signs of a general movement were apparent, and no 
indications of his approach to the lower bridges of the Chickahominy 
haying been discovered by. the pickets in observation at those points, 
it became manifest that* General McClellan was retreating to the 
James river. f 

Battle of Savage Station. 

Early on the 29th, Longstreet and A. P. Hill w^re ordered to re- 4 
cross the Chickahominy at New Bridge and move by the Darbytown 
to the Long Bridge road. Major R. K. Meade and Lieutenant S. K. 
Johnson, of the engineers, attached to General Longstreet's division, 
who had been sent to reconnoitre, found, about sunrise' the work on 
the upper extremity of the enemy's line of entrenchments abandoned. 
Generals Huger and Magruder were immediately ordered in pursuit, 
the former by the Charles City road, so as to take the Federal army 
in flank, and the latter by the Williamsburg road, to attack its rear. 
Jackson was directed to cross 'at Grapevine Bridge and move do^n 
the south side of the Chickahominy. Magruder and Huger found the 
whole line of works deserted and large quantities of military stores, 
of every description, abandoned or destroyed. The former reached 
the vicinity of Savage Station about noon, where he came upon the 
rear guard of the retreating army. Being informed that the enemy 
was advancing, he halted and sent for reinforcements. Two brigades 
of Auger's division were ordered to his support, but su]|gequently 
withdrawn, it being apparent that the force in Magruder's front was 
covering the retreat of the main body. Jackson's route led to the 
flank and rear of Savage Station, but he was delayed by the neces- 
sity of reconstructing Grapevine Bridge. Late in the afternoon > 
Magruder attacked" the enemy with one of his divisions and tvvo regi- 
ments of another. A severe action ensued and continued about two 
hours, when it was terminated by night. The troops displayed great 
gallantry and inflicted heavy loss upon the enemy, but, owing to the 
lateness of the hour and the small force employed, the result was not 
decisive, and the enemy continued his. retreat, under cover of dark- 
ness, leaving /several hundred prisoners, with his dead and wounded, 
ia our baads; At Savage Station were found about twenty-five Kun- 



dred men An hospital and . a large amount of property.. Stores of 
much yalue had been destroyed, including the necessary medical sup- 
plies for the sick and -wounded. But the time gained enabled the 
retreating column to cross Whitfc Oak Swamp without interruption 
and destroy the bridge. 

Battle of Frazier's Farm. 

Jackson reached Savage Station early on the SOth. He was 
drrected to pursue the enemy on the road he had taken, and Magruder 
to follow Longstreet by the 'Darby town road. * As Jackson advanced,- 
he captured such numbers of nrisoners, and collected .so many armg, 
that two" regiments had to be detached for their security. His pro^ 
gress was arrested at White Oak Swamp. The enemy occupied the 
opposite side and obstinately resisted the reconstruction of the bridge. 
Longstreet and A. P. Hill, continuing their advance on the 30th, 
soon came upon the enemy, strongly posted across the Long Bridge 
road, about a mile from its intersection with the Charles City road. 
Huger's route led to the right of this position, Jackson's to the rear, 
and the arrival of their commands was awaited to begin the attack. 
On the 29th General Holmes had crossed from the south' side* of 
James river, with part of his divisipn. On the 30th, reinforced by* 
General Wise with a detachment of his brigade, he moved down the 
river road and came upon the line of the retreating army near Mal- 
vern Hill. Perceiving indications of confusion, General Holmes was 
ordered to open upon the column with artillery. He soon discovered 
that a number of batteries, advantageously poster], supported by an 
infantry force superior to his own and assisted by the fire of the gun- 
boats in James river, guarded this part of the line, Magruder, who 
had reached the Darby town road, wd s ordered to reinforce Holmes, 
but, being at a greater distance than had been supposed, he did not 
reach the position of the latter in time for an attack. Huger re- 
ported that his progress was obstructed; but about four, P. M., firing 
was heard in the direction of the Charles City road, which was* sup- 
posed to indicate his approach. Longstreet immediately opened with 
one of his batteries to give notice of his presence. This brought on 
the engagement, but Huger not coming up. and Jackson having been - 
unable to force the passage of White Oak* Swamp, Longstreet and 
Hill were without the expected support. The superiority of num- 
bers and advantage of position were on the side of the enezjiy. The 
battle raged furiously until nine, P. M. By that time the Ihemy had 
been driven with great slaughter from every position but one, which, 
he maintained until he was enabled to withdraw under cover of dark- 
ness. At the close of the struggle, nearly .the entire field remained 
in our possession, covered with the enemy's dead and wounded. 
Many prisoners, including a general of division, were captured, and 
several battferies, with some thousands of small arms taken. Could . 
the other commands have co-operated in the action, the result would 
have proved most disastrous to the enemy. After the engagement, 
Magruder was recalled to relieve the troops of Longstteet and fiilfef 
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His men, much fatigued by their long, hot march, arrived during the 
night. 

Battle of Malvern Hill. 

Early on the 1st of- July, Jackson reached the battle field of the 
previous day, having succeeded in crossing White Oak swamp, where 
he captured a part of the enemy's artillery and a number ot prisoners. 
He was directed to continue the pursuit down the Willis church road, 
and soon found the enemy occupying a high range, extending obliquely 
across the road, in front of Malvern Hill. On this position, of great 
natural strength, he had concentrated his powerful artillery, supported 
by masses of infantry, partially protected by earthworks. His left 
rested near Crew's house, and his right near Binford's. Immediately 
in his^front the ground was open, varying in width from a quarter to 
half a" mile, and sloping gradually from the crest, was completely 
swept by the fire of his infantry and artillery. To reach this open 
ground, our troops had to advance through a broken and thickly 
wooded country, traversed; nearly throughout its whole extent, by a 
swamp passable at but few places, and difficult at those. The whole 
was within range of the batteries on the heights, and the gunboats in 
the river, under whose incessant fire, our movements had to be exe- 
cuted. Jackson formed his line with Whiting's division on his left 
and D. H. Hill's on his right, one of Ewell's brigades occupying the 
interval. The rest of Ewell's, and Jackson's own division were 
held in reserve. Magruder was directed to take position on Jackson's 
right, but before his arrival, two of Huger's brigades came up and 
were placed next to Hill. ' Magruder subsequently formed on the 
right of these brigades, which, with a third ot Huger's, were placed 
under his command. Longstreet and A. P. Hill were held in reserve, 
and took no part in the engagement. Owing to ignorance of the 
country, the dense forests impeding necessary communications, and 
the extreme difficulty of the ground, the whole line was not formed 
until a late "hour in the afternoon. The obstacles presented by the 
woods and swamp made it impracticable to bring up a sufficient amount 
-of artillery to oppose successfully, the extraordinary force of that 
arm employed by the .enetoay, while the field itself afforded us few 
positions favorable for its use, and none for its proper concentration. 

Orders were issued for a general advance at a given signal, but the 
causes referred to prevented a proper concert of action among tfie 
troops. D. H. Hill pressed forward across Xhe open field, and engaged 
the enemy gallantly ^ breaking and driving back his first line, but 
a simultaneous advance of the other troops not taking place, he found 
himself unable to maintain the ground he had gained against the over- 
whelming numbers and numerous batteries of the. enemy. Jackson 
sent to his support his own division and that part of Ewell's which 
wag in reierve, but owing to the increasing darkness and intricacy of 
the ^forest and swamp, they did not arrive in time to render the desired 
assistance. Hffl was therefore compelled io abandon part of the 
ground he had gained, after suffering severe loss, and inflicting heavy 



damage upon the enemy. On the right, the attack was gallantly made 
by Huger's and Magruder's commands* Two brigades of the former 
commenced the action, the other two were subsequently sent to the 
support of Magruder and Hill. Several determined efforts were made 
to storm the "hill at Crew's house. The brigades advanced bravely 
across the open field, raked by the fire of a hundred cannon, and the 
musketry of large bodies of infantry. Some were broken and gave 
way, others approached close to the guns, driving back the infantry, 
compelling the advanced batteries to retire, to escape capture, and 
mingling their dead with those of the enemy. For want of concert 
among the attacking columns, their assaults were too weak, to break 
the Federal line, and, after struggling gallantly, sustaining and in- 
flicting great loss, they were compelled successively to retire. Night 
was approaching when the attack began, and it soon became difficult 
to distinguish friend from foe. The firing continued until after nine 
P. M., but no decided result was gained. Part of the troops were , 
withdrawn to their original positions, others remained on the open 
field, and some rested within a hundred yards of the batteries that 
had been so bravely but*vainly assailed The general conduct of the 
troops was excellent ; in some instances heroic. The lateness of .the 
hour at which the attack necessarily began, gave the enemy the full 
advantage of his superior position and augmented, the natural .diffi- 
culties of our own. 

After seizing the York River railroad on the 28th of June, and 
driving the enemy across the Chickahominyj as already narrated, the 
cavalry under General Stuart proceeded down the railroad to ascertain 
if there was any movement of the* en$my in that direction. He en- 
countered but little opposition, and reached the vicinity of the White 
House on the 29th. On his approach, the enemy destroyed the greater 
part of the immense stores accumulated at that depot, and retreated 
towards Fortress Monroe. With one gun, and some dismounted men 
General Stuart drove off* a gunboat, which lay near the White House, 
and rescued a large amount of property, including more than ten 
thousand stand of small arms, partially burned. Leaving one squadron 
at the White House, in compliance with his orders, Jj e returned to 
guard the lower bridges of the Chickahominy. On the 30th, he was 
directed to recross and co-operate with General Jackson. After a long 
march, he reached the rear of the enemy at Malvern Hill, on the night 
of the 1st of July, at the close of the engagement. On the 2d of July, 
it was discovered that the enemy had withdrawn during the night* 
leaving the ground covered with his dead and wounded, and his route 
exhibiting abundant evidence of precipitate retreat. The pursuit was 
commenced, General Stuart with his cavalry in the advance, but a 
violent storm, which prevailed throughout the day,* greatly retarded 
our progress. The enemy, harassed and closely followed by the cav- 
alry, succeeded in gaining *Westover, on James river, and the protec- 
tion of his gunboats. He immediately began to fortify his position, 
which was one of great natural strength, flanked on each side by ^ 
creek, and the approach to his front commanded by the heavy gum of 
his shipping in addition to those mounted in his entrenchments. It 
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was deemed inexpedient to attack him, and in view of the condition 
of our troops*, who had been marching and fighting almost incessantly 
for seven days, under the most trying circumstances, it was deter- 
mined to withdraw, in order to afford them the repose, *of which they 
> stood so much in need: Several days were spent in collecting arms 
and other property, abandoned by the enemy, and in the meantime 
some artillery and cavalry were sent below Westover to annoy his 
transports. On the 8th of July, the army returned to the vicinity 
of Richmond. 

Under ordinary circumstances the Federal army should have been 
destroyed. Its escape was due to the causeB already stated. Promi- 
nent among these is the want of correct and timely information. This 
fact, attributable chiefly to the character of the country, enabled 
General McClellan skillfully to conceal his retreat, and to add much 
to the obstructions with which nature had beset'the way of our pur- 
suing columns. Bat regret that more was not accomplished, gives 
way to gratitude to the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe for the re- 
sults achieved. The siege of "Richmond was raised, and the object of 
a. campaign, which had been prosecuted, after months of preparation, 
at an enormous expenditure of men and money, completely frustrated. 
More than ten thousand prisoners, including officers of rank, fifty- 
two pieces of artillery, and upwards of thirty-five thousand stand of 
small arms were captured. The stores and supplies of every descrip- 
tion, which fell into- our hands, were great in amount and value, but 
small in comparison with those destroyed by the enemy. His losses* 
in battle exceeded our own, as attested by the thousands of dead and 
wounded left on every field, while his subsequent inaction shows in 
what condition the survivors reached the protection to which they 
fled. The accompanying tables contain the lists of our casualties" in 
the series of engagements. Among the dead .will be found many 
whose names will ever be associated with the great events in Vhich 
they all bore so honorable a part. For these, as well as for the names 
of their no le^s distinguished surviving comrades, who earned for 
themselves the high honor of special commendation, where all so well 
discharged their duty, reference must necessarily be m^de to the 
accompanying reports. But I cannot forbear expressing my a<Jmira- # 
•tion of the noble .qualities diplayed, with rare exceptions, by officers 
and men, under circumstances •which demanded the exercise of every 
soldierly virtue. To the officers. commanding divisions and brigades 
belongs the credit for the management of their troops in action. The 
extent of the fields of battle, the nature of the ground, and the 
denseness of the forests, rendered more than general directions 
impracticable. To the officers of my staff, I am indebted for constant 
aid during the entire period. Colonels Chilton and. Long, .Majors 
Taylor, Yenable, Talcott, and Marshall,, and Captain Mason, were 
continuously with me in the field. General Pendleton, Chief of Ar- 
tillery ; Lieutenant Colonel Corley, Chief Quartermaster ; Jaauten- 
ant Colonel Cole, Chief Commissary ; Lieutenant Colonel Alexander, 
Chief . of Ordnance ; Surgeon Guild, Medical Director ; Colonel Lay 
and Lieutenant Colonel Harvie, Inspectors General, and Lieutenant 
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Colonel Stevens, Chief Engineer, attended unceasingly to their Sev- 
eral departments. To the whole medical corps of the army, I return 
my thanks for the care and attention bestowed on the wounded. 

Operations of the Army, from Richmond, to and including the 
# Battle of Cedar Run. 

After the retreat of General McClellan to Westover, his army re- 
mained inactive for about a month. His front was ' closely watched- 
by a brigade of cavalry, and preparations made to resist a renewal 
of his attempt upon Richmond from his new base. 

In the meantime, another Federal army, under Major General Pope, 
advanced southward from Washington, and crossed the Rappahan- 
nock, as if to seize Gordonsville and move thence upon Richmond. 

The* enemy also appeared in force at Fredericksburg and threatened 
the railroad from Gordonsville to Richmond, apparently for the pur-^ 
pose of co-operating with the movements of General Pope. 

To meet the advance «of the latter, and restrain, as far as possible, 
the atrocities which he threatened to perpetrate upon our defenceless 
citizens, General Jackson, with his own and E well's division, was 
ordered to proceed towards Gordonsville, on the 13th of July. Upon 
reaching that vicinity he ascertained that the force under General 
Pope was superior to his own, but the uncertainty that then sur- 
rounded the designs of General McClellan, rendered it inexpedient 
to reinforce him from the army at Richmond. He was directed to 
observe the enemy's movements closely, to avail himself of any oppor- 
tunity to attack that might arise, and assistance was' promised should 
the progress of Generall Pope put it in our power to strike an effec- 
tual blow without withdrawing the troops too long from the defence of 
the capital. 

The enemy at Westover continuing to manifest no intention of 
resuming active* operations, and General Pope's advance having 
reached the. Rapidan, General A. P. Hill, with his division, was or- 
dered on the 27th of July to join General Jackson. At the same 
time, in order to keep McClellan stationary, or, if possible, to cause 
him to withdraw, .General D. H. Hill, commanding south of James 
river, was directed to threaten his communications, by seizing favor-* 
able positions below Westover, from which to attack the transports 
in the river. That officer selected Coggin's Point, opposite Westover, 
and the conduct of the expedition wa$ committed to Brigadier Gene- 
ral French. 

On the night of the 31st, General French, accompanied by Briga- 
dier General Pendleton, Chief of Artillery, placed forty-three guns 
in position within range of the enemy's shipping in the river, and of 
the camps on the north side, upon both of which fire was opened, 
causing consternation, and inflicting serious damage. The guns were 
withdrawn before daybreak, with the loss of one killed and two 
wounded by the gunboats and batteries of the enemy. This attack 
caused General McClellan to send a strong force to the south bank,of 
the river, which entrenched itself on Coggia's Point. 



In the latter part of July, the enemy's cavalry from Fredericksburg 
attempted to <jut Jackson's communications by destroying the Central 
railroad at Beaver Dam. This force did no serious damage ; but to 
prevent the repetition of the attempt, and to ascertain the strength 
and designs of the enemy, General Stuart was directed to proceed 
from Hanover Court House, where he was posted, towards Freder- 
icksburg.. His progress was delayed by *high wateftr until the 4th 
August, when he advanced, with Fitzhugh Lee's brigade and the 
Stuart horse artillery, upon Port Royal. Arriving at that place on 
the 5th, without opposition, he proceeded in the direction of Freder- 
icksburg, and the next day came into the Telegraph road at Massa- 
ponax church, just after two brigades of the enemy had passed that 
point on the way to the Central railroad. His vigorous attack caused 
the expedition to return in. haste to Fredericksburg,- and General 
Stuart retired with the loss of only two men, bringing. off eighty-five 
prisoners and a number of horses, wagons and arms. No further 
attempt was made upon the railroad. 

On the 5th August, our cavalry reported that the enemy had ad- 
vanced in large force from Westover to Malvern Hill, and the next 
day the divisions of Generals Longstreet and McLaws, and that com- 
manded by General Ripley, were moved, down to the Long Bridge 
road. The enemy was found occupying the ground on which the 
action of July 1st was fought, and seemed ready to deliver battle in 
as great force as on that day. McLaws' and Ripley's divisions, rein- 
forced by D. R. Jones' division, formed our left, Longstreet the right. 
•The heat was intense, and the progress of the troops, necessarily 
Blow. Before tjie road was cleared of the enemy's pickets and the 
line of battle disclosed, the sun had ' almost set. Orders were given 
for our left wing to Advance to Willis' church, threatening the com- 
munication with Westover by extending well to- the left, while two 
brigades of Longstreet's division were directed to advance upon Mal- 
vern Hill and drive in the enemy On Curl's Ijfeck. The latter 
operation was handsomely executed by General Evans, with his own 
and Cobb's brigade, forcing the enemy back to his guns on Malvern 
Hill. The next morning, upon advancing, it was found that he had 
withdrawn during the night and retired to Westover. Our pickets 
were re-established and the troops returned to their former positions. 

This expedition, which -was the last undertaken . by General 
McClellan on James river, wa? attended with small loss on either 
■id*. General Hampton, with his brigade of cavalry, kept the enemy 
closely confined within his lines until his final withdrawal. 

Battle of Cedar Run. . 

While the main body of the army awaited the development of 
McClellan's intentions, General Jackson, reinforced by A. P. Hill, 
determined to assume the offensive against General Pope, whose army, 
Btill superior in numbers, lay north of the Rapidan. . 

On the 2nd August,- Colonel, now Brigadier General, W. E. Jones, 
with the seventh Virginia cavalry, of Robertson's brigade, wai sent to 
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take charge #f the outposts on the Rapidan. Arriving near Orange 
Court House he found it occupied by a large cavalry force, which, by 
a bold and vigorous charge, he drove from the town. The enemy 
rallied, and Colonel Jones was, in turn, compelled to fall back before 
superior numbers to the place where' the engagement ^egan. The. 
enemy soon after withdrew. 

Learning that only a portion of General Pipe's army was a*t Cul- 
peper Court House, General Jackson resolved to attack it before the 
arrival of the remainder, and, on the 7th August, moved from Gor- 
donsville for that purpose. The next day the Federal cavalry on the 
north side of the Rapidan was driven back by 'General Robertson, 
and on the 9th, Jackson's command arrived within eight miles of Cul- 
peger Court House, when the enemy was found near Cedar Run, a 
.short distance northwest of Slaughter's mountain. Early's brigade, 
of Ewell's division, 'was thrown forward on the road to Culpeper 
Gourt House. The remaining two brigades, those of Trimble and 
Hays, tjie latter under Colouj^ Porno, diverging to the right, took 
position on th>e western slope of Slaughter's mountain. Jackson's 
own division, under Brigadier General Winder, was placed on the lefc 
of the road — Campbell's brigade, Lieutenant Colonel Garnett. com- 
manding, being on the left ; Taliaferro's parallel to the road, 
supporting the batteries, and finder's own brigade, under Colonel 
Roland, in reserve Lawton's brigade, having been detached by 
General Jackson to guard the train, was prevented from taking part 
in the engagement.. The battle opened with a fierce fire of artillery;, 
which^continued^for about two hours, (luring which, Brigadier General 
Charles S. Winder, while directing the movements of his .batteries, 
received a wound, from the "effects of which he expired in a few hours. 

I can add nothing to the- well-deserved tribute paid* to the courage, 
capacity, and conspicuous merit of this lamented officer by General 
Jackson, in whose brilliant campaign in the Valley and on the Chick- 
ahominy he bore a distinguished part. 

The enemy's infantry advanced about five o'clock, P\ M., and 
attacked- General Early in front, while another body, concealed by 
the inequality" of the ground, moved upon his right. •Thomas' brigade, 
of A. P. Hill's division, wnich had now arrived, was sent to his sup- 
port, and the contest soon became animated. 

In the meantime, the main body of the Federal infantry, under 
cover of a wood, and the undulations of the field, gained the left of 
'Jackson's division, now commanded by Brigadier Gen. Taliaferro, and 
poured a destructive fire into its flank and rear. Campbell's brigade 
fell back in confusion, exposing the flank of Taliaferro's, wdiich also 
gave way, as did the left of Early's. The rest of his brigade, how- 
ever, firmly held its ground. - 

Winder's brigade; with Branch's, of A. P. Hill's division, on its 
right, advanced promptly to the support of Jackson's division, and 
after a sanguinary struggle, the enemy was repulsed with loss. 
Pender's and Archer's brigades, also of Hill's division, came up on 
the left of Winder's, and, by a general charge/ the enemy was driven 
back in confusion, leaving. the ground covered with his dead and 
2 



wounded. General Ewell, with the twa brigades an the extreme rights 
had been prevented from advancing by the fire. of our own artillery 
which swept his approach to the enemy's left. Ths obstacle being now 
removed, he pressed forward, under a hot fire, and came gallantly into- 
action. Repulsed and vigorously followed on our left and centre, and 
now hotly pressed on our right, the enemy gave way, and his whole line 
,was soon in full retreat. Night had now set in, but General Jackson 
desiring to enter Culpeper Court House before morning, 'determined 
to pursue. Hill's division led the advance ; but, owing to the darkness, 
it was compelled to move slowly and with caution. 

The enemy was found about a mile and a half in rear of the field 
of battle, and information was received that reinforcements had ar- 
rived. General Jackson thereupon halted for the night, and the next 
day becoming satisfied that the enemy's strength had been so largely 
increased as to render a further advance on his part imprudent, he 
sent his wounded to the reiir, and proceeded to bury the dead and col- 
lect the arms fr.om the battle-field. © * 

On the 1 ) th, the enemy asked and ^received permission to bury 
those of his dead not already interred. General Jackson remained in 
position during the day, and at night returned to the vicinity of Gor- 
donsville. 

In this engagement, four hundred prisoners, including a brigadier 
general, were captured, and five thousand three hundred stand of 
small arms, one piece of artillery, several caissons, and three colors 
fell into our hands. 

Our casualties will appear from the report of the medical director 

For a more detailed account of the action, reference must be made 
to the clear account of General Jackson, herewith transmitted, and 
the accompanying reports of hi3 officer^. f 

The conduct of his troops is commended in terms of well deserved • 
praise, by their distinguished leader, and the success achieved was 
worthy of the skillful management, and bold and vigorous execution 
of the entire enterprise. 

Campaign in Northern Virginia, from the Battle of Cedar Run 
to the Battle of Ox Hill, inclusive. 

The victory at CejJar Run effectually checked the progress of the 
enemy for the time ; but it soon became apparent that his army was 
being largely increased. The corps of Major General Burnside', from 
North Carolina, which had reached Fre'dericksburg, was reported to 
•have moved up the Rappahannock, a few days after the battle, to unite 
with General Pope, and a part of General McClellan's army was be- 
lieved to have left Westover for the same purpose. It therefore 
seemed that active operations on the James were no longer contem- 
plated, and that the most effectual way to relieve Richmond from any 
danger of attack from that quarter, would be to reinforce General 
Jackson, and advance upon General Pope. Accordingly, on the 13th 
August, Major G.eneral Longstreet, with his division, and two bri- 
gades, under General Hoofl, were ordered to proceed to Gordonsville. 
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At the. same time, General Stuart was directed to move with the main 
body of his cavalry to that point, leaving a sufficient force to observe 
the enemy stillremaining in Fredericksburg, and to guard the rail- 
road. General R. H. Anderson was also directed to leave his posi- 
tion on James river, and follow Longstreet. On the 16th, the troops 
began to move from the vicinity of Gordonsville towards the Rapidan, 
on the nbrth side of which, extending along ; the Orange and Alexan- 
dria railroad, in the direction of Culpeper Court House, the Federal 
army lay in great force. It was determined, with the cavalry, to de- 
stroy the railroad bridge over the Rappahannock in rear of the enemy, 
while Longstreet arid Jackson crossed the Rapidan and attacked his 
left flank. The movement so explained in the accompanying order, 
was appointed for the 18th August; but the necessary preparations 
not having been completed, its execution was postponed to the 20th. 
In* the interval, the enemy being apprised of our design, hastily re- 
treated beyond the Rappahannock. General Longstreet crossed the - 
Rapidan at Raccoon ford, and, preceded by Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry 
brigade, arrived early in the afternoon nearKelley's ford, on the Rap- 
pahannock, where Lee had a sharp and successful skirmish with the 
rear guard of the enemy, who held the north side of the river in strong 
force. Jackson passed the Rapidan at Somerville ford, and moved' 
towards Brandy Station, Robertson's brigade of cavalry, accompanied' 
by General Stuart in person, leading the advance. Near Brandy Sta- 
tion, a large body of the enemy's cavalry was encountered, which was 
gallantly attacked and driven across the Rappahannock by Robertson's 
command! Geweral Jackson halted for the night, near Stevensburg, 
and on the morning of the 21st, 'moved Upon Beverly's ford on the 
Rappahannock, -The fifth Virginia cavalry, under Colonel Rosser, 
was sent forward by General Stuart to seize the north bank of the 
river at this point, and gallantly accomplished the object, capturing a 
number, of prisoners and arms. General Stuart subsequently arrived,, 
and being furnished by General Jackson with a section of artillery,, 
maintained his position for several hours, skirmishing warmly with 
the enemy. General Robertson, who had crossed the river above- 
Beverly's ford, reported that the enemy was advancing in large force 
upon the position held by General Stuart, and as it had been<deter*~ 
mined, in the meantime, not to attempt the passage of the river at 
that point- -^ith the army, that officer withdrew to the soutn side. The 
enemy soon afterwards appeared in great strength on the opposite 
bank, and an animated fire was kept up during the rest of the day 
between his artillery and the batteries attached to Jackson's leading 
division, under Brigadier General Taliaferro. * 

As our positions on the south bank of the Rappahannock were com- 
manded' by those of the enemy, who guarded all the fords, it was deter- 
mined to- seek a more favorable place to cross, higher up the river^ 
and thus gain the enemy's right. Accordingly, General Longstreet 
was directed to leave Kelley's ford on the 21st, and take the position 
'in front of the enemy in the vicinity of Beverly's ford and the 
Orange and Alexandria railroad bridge,' then held by Jackson, in order- 
to mask the movement of the latter, who was instructed to ascend the 
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river. On the 22d, Jackson crossed Hazel river at Wellford's mill, 
and proceeded up the Rappahannock, leaving Trimble's brigade near 
Freeman's ford to protect his trains. In the afternoon, Longstreet 
sent General Hood with Ms own and Whiting's brigade, tinder Colonel 
Law, to relieve Trimble. Hood had just reached the position, when 4 
he and Trimble were attacked by a considerable force which had- 
crossed at Freeman's ford. After a short but spirited engagement, 
the enemy was driven precipitately over the fiver with heavy loss. 
General Jackson arrived at the Warrenton Springs ford in the after- 
noon, and immediately began to cress his troops to the north side, 
occupying the springs and the adjacent heights. He was interrupted 
by a heavy fain, which caused the river to rise so rapidly that the 
ford soon became impassable for infantry and artillery. Under these 
circumstances, it w T as deemed advisable to withdraw the troops who 
had reached the opposite side, and they recrossed during the night of 
the 23d, on a temporary bridge constructed ' for the purpose. Gene- 
ral Stuart, who had been directed to cut the railroad in rear of Gen- 
eral Pope's army, crossed the Rappahannock on the morning of the 
22d, about six miles above* the Springs* with parts of Lee's anfi Rob- 
ertson's brigades. Passing through Warrenton, he reached Catlett's 
Station at night, but was prevented from/destroying the railroad bridge 
at that point, by the same storm that had arrested Jackson's move- 
ments. He captured more than three hundred prisoners,, including a 
number of officers. Becoming apprehensive of the effect of the rain 
upon the streams which separated him from the main body Of the army, 
he retired, after firing the enemy's .camp, and recrossed the Rappa- 
hannock at Warrenton Springs. On the 23d, General Longstreet di- 
rected Colonel Walton, with part of the Washington Artillery and 
other battel ies of his command, *to drive back -a force of the enemy 
that had crossed to the south bank of the Rappahannock, near the 
railroad bridge, upon the withdrawal of General Jackson on the pre- 
vious day. Fire was opened about sunrise, and continued with great . 
vigor for several hours, the enemy being compelled to withdraw with 
loss. Some of the batteries of Colonel S. D. Lee's battalion were 
ordered to aid those of Colonel Walton, and, under their united fire, 
the enemy was forced to abandon his position on tfce north side of the 
river, burning, in his retreat, the railroad bridge and the neighbor- 
ing dwellings. The rise of the river rendering the lower fords im- 
passable, enabled the enemy to concentrate nig main, body opposite ' 
General Jackson, and, on the 24th, Longstreet was ordered! to pro- 
ceed to his support. Although retarded by the swollen condition of 
Hazel river and other tributaries of the Rappahannock, he reached 
Jeffersonton in the afternoon. General t Jackson's command lay 
between that place and the Springs ford, and a warm cannonade was 
progressing between the batteries of General A. P. Hill's division and 
those of the enemy. The enemy was massed between Warrenton and 
the Springs, and guarded the fords of the Rappahannock as far above 
as Waterloo. The army of General McClellan had left Westover. 
Part of which had already marched to join General Pope, and it was 
xeported that the rest would soon follow. The captured correspond 
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• d^nce of General Pope confirmed this information, and also disclosed 
the fact that the greater part of the army of General Cox had been 
withdrawn from the Kanawha valley for the same purpose. Two bri- 
gades of D. H. Hill's division, under General Ripley, had, already 
been ordered from Richmond, and t the remainder, under D. IJ. Hill, in 
person, with the division of General McLaws, two brigade's under 
General Walker, and Hampton's cavalry brigade, were now directed 
to join this army, and were approaching. In pursuance of the plan 
of operations determined upon, Jackson was directed, on the 25th, to 
cross above Waterloo, and move around the enemy's rigjit, so as to 
strike the Orange and Alexandria railroad in his rear. Longstreet, 
in the meantime, was to divert his attention, by threatening him in 
front, and to follow Jackson as soon as..thc latter should be sufficiently 
advanced. 

*• Battle qf Manassas. 

General Jackson crossed the Rappahannock at Hinson's mill, about 
four miles above Waterloo, and passing through Orlean, encamped, 
on the night of the 25th, near Salem, aftei* a long and fatiguing 
march. The next morning, continuing his route with his accustomed 
vigor and celeriiy, he passed the Bull Run mountains at Thorough- 
fare Gap, and proceeding by way of Gainesville, reached the railroad, 
at Bristoe Station, aftefr sunset. At Gainesville, he was joined by 
General Stuart, with the brigades o«f Robertson and Fitzhugh Lee, who 
■ continued with him during the rest of his operations, vigilantly and 
effectually guarding both his flanks. 

General Jackson was now between the largfe army of Greneral Pope 
and the Federal capital. Thus far no considerable force of the enemy 
had been been encountered, and he did not appear to be aware of his 
situation. Upon arriving at Bristoe, the g-reater part of the guard at 
that point fled ; two trains of cars, coming from the direction of 
Warrenton, were captured, and a few prisoners were taken. Not- 
withstanding the darknesg of the night, and the long and arduous 
march of the day, General Jackson determined to lose no time in 
capturing the depot of the enemy at Manassas Junction, about seven 
miles distant, on thq road to Alexandria. General Trimble volun- 
teered to proceed at once to that place, with the twenty-first North 
Cafolina and the- twenty-first Georgia regiments.' The offer was 
accepted; and to render success more % certain,* General Jackson 
directed General Stuart to accompany the expedition with part of his 
cavalry, and, as racking officer, to assume the command. Upon ar- 
riving near the junction, General Stuart sent Colonel Wickhaia, with 
his regiment, the fourth Virginia cavalry, to get in rear,of the enemy, 
who opened with musketry and "artillery upon our troops as they ap- 
proached. The darkness of the night, and ignorance cf ' the enemy's 
numbers and position, made it necessary to move cautiously ; but 
about midnight the place was taken, with little difficulty, those, that 
defended it being captured or dispersed. Eight pieces of artillery, 
with their horses, ammunkion and equipments, were taken ; more 
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than three hundred prisoners, one hundred and seventy-five horses, 
besides^ those belonging to the artillery, two hundred new tents, and 
immense quantities of commissary and quartermaster's stores fell into 
our hands. 

General Jackson left E well's division, with the fifth Virginia cav- 
alry, under Colonel Rosscr,.at Bristoe Station, and, with the rest of 
his command, proceeded to the junction, where he arrived early in 
the morning. Soon afterwards, a considerable force of the enemy, 
under Brigadier General Taylor, approached from the direction 
of Alexandria, and pushed forward boldly to recapture the 
stores that had been lost. ' After a sharp engagement, the enemy 
was 'routed and driven* back, leaving his killed and wounded on the 
field, General Taylor . himself being mortally wounded during the 
pursuit. The troops remained at Manassas Junction during the rest 
of the day, supplying themselves *with everything they required from 
the captured . stores. In the afternoon, the enemy advanced upon* 
General Ewell at Bristoe, from the direction of Warrenton Junction. 
*They were attacked by threc*regimcnts and the batteries of Ewell's 
division, and two columns, of not legs than a brigade each, were 
broken and repulsed. *Fheir places were soon supplied by fresh troops ; 
and it was apparent that the Federal commander had now become 
aware of the situation, of affairs, and had turned uporPGeneral Jackson 
with his whole forcg. In pursuance of instructions to that effect, 
General Ewell, upon perceiving the strength of the enemy, withdrew 
his command, part cf which was at the time engaged, and rejoined 
General Jackson at Manassas Junction, having first destroyed the 
railroad bridge over Broad run. The enemy -halted at Bristoe. 
General Jackson's force being much inferior to that of General Pope, 
it became necessary for him to withdraw from Manassas, and take 
a position west of tlfe turnpike road from Warrenton to Alexandria, 
where he could mora readily unite with the approaching column of 
Longstreet. Having fully supplied the wants of his troops, he was 
compelled*, for want of transportation, to destroy the rest of the cap- 
tured property. This was done 'during 4;he night of the 2?th ; and 
fifty thousand pounds of bacon, one thousand barrels of corned beef,- 
two thousand barrels of salt pork, and two thousand barrels of flour, 
besides other property of great value, were burned. 

Taliaferro's division moved, during the night, by the road to Sudley,, 
and crossing the turnpike near Groveton, halted on the west*ide, 
near the battle-field* of July 21, 18*61, where it was joined, on the 
28th, by the divisions of Hill and Ewell. Peceiving, during the after- 
noon, that the enemy, approaching from the direction of Warrenton, 
was moving down the turnpike towards Alexandria, thus exposing his 
left flank, General Jackson. advanced to attack him. A fierce and 
sanguinary conflict ensued, which continued until about nine o'clock, 
P. M., when the enemy slowly fell back, and left us in possession of 
the field. The loss on both sides was heavy, and among our wounded 
were Major General Ewell and Brigadier General T t aliaferro, the 
former severely. The next morning, the 29th, the enemy had taken 
a position to interpose his army between General Jackson and Alex- 
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fci&dria, and about ten, A. M., opened with artillerytupon the tight of 
Jacks6n's line. The troops of the. latter were disposed in rear of 
Groveton, along the line of the unfinished branch of the Manassas 
Gap railroad, and extended from a point a short distance wast of the 
turnpike towards Sudiey mill — Jackson's division,, under Brigadier 
General Starke, being on the right, EwelPs, under General Lflwton, 
in the centre, and A. P. Hill on* the left. The Federal army was 
evidently concentrating upon Jackson, with the design of overwhelm- 
ing him before the arrival of Longstreet. The latter officer left his 
position, opposite Warrenton Springs, on the 26th, being relieved by 
General R. H. Anderson's division, and marched to join Jackson. 
He crossed at Hinson's mill in the afternoon, and encamped near 
Or lean that night. The next day he reached the White Plains, his 
march being retarded by the want of cavalry to ascertain the meaning 
of certain movements of the enemy from the direction of Warrenton, 
which seemed to menace the right flank of his column. 

On the 23th, arriving at Thoroughfare Gap, he found the enemy 
prepared to dispute his progress. General D. * R. Jones' division 
being ordered to force the passage of the' mountain, quickly dislodged 
the enemy's sharpshooters from the trees and rocks, and advanced into 
the gorge. The enemy held the eastern extremity of the pass in large 
force, and directed a heavy fire of artillery upon the road leading 
through it, and upon the sides of the mountain. The ground occupied 
b 7 Jones afforded no opportunity for the employment of artillery. 
Hood, with two brigades, and Wilcox, with three, were "ordered' to 
turn the enemy's » right, the former moving over the mountain by a 
narrow path t'o tfte left of the pass, and the latter further to the north, 
by Hopewell Gap. Before these troops reached their. destination, the 
enemy advanced, arfd attacked Jones' left, under Brigadier General 
G. T. Anderson. Being vigorously repulsed, he withdrew to his 
position at the eastern end of the gap, from which he kept up an 
•active fire of artillery until dark, and then retreated. ( Generals Jones 
and Wilcox bivouacked that night east of the mountain; and on the 
morning. 0 f the 29th, the whole command resumed the march', the 
sound of cannon at Manassas announcing that Jackson was already 
engaged. Longstreet entered the turnpike near Gainesville, and 
moving down towards Groveton, the head of his column came upon 
the field in rear of the enemy's left, which had already opened with 
artillery upon Jackson's right, as previously described. He imme- 
diately placed some of his batteries in position, but -before he could 
complete his dispositions to attack, the enemy withdrew ; not, how- 
ever, without loss from our artillery. Longstreet took position on 
the, right of Jackson, Hood's two brigades, s-upported by Evan3, be- 
ing deployed across the turnpike/ and at right angles to it. These 
troopg were supported on the left by three brigades under General 
Wilcox, and by a lijce force oil the right under General Kenjper. 
D. R. Jones' division formed the extreme right of the line, resting 
on the Manassas Gap railroad. The cavalry guarded our right and 
left flanks ; that 6ti the right being under General Stuart in person. 
After the arrival of Longstreet, the enemy changed his position, and 
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began to concentrate opposite Jackson's left, opening a brisk artil- 
lery fire, which wis responded to with effect by some of General A. 
P. Hill's batteries. Colonel Walton placed a part of his artillery 
upon a commanding position, between General Jackson and Long- 
street, by order of the latter, and engaged the enemy Vigorously for 
sevem] hours. * 

Soon afterwards, General Stuart reported the approach of a large 
force from the direction of Bristoe Station, threatening Longstreet's 
right. The brigades under General Wilcox were .sent to reinforce 
General Jones, but no serious attack was made, and after firing a few 
shots, the enemy withdrew. While this demonstration was being 
made on our right, a large fore advanced to assail the left of Jackson's 
position, occupied by the division of General A. P. Hill. The attack 
was received by his troops with their accustomed, steadiness, and the 
battle raged with great fury. The 'enemy was repeatedly repulsed, 
but again pressed on the attack with fresh troops. . Once he succeeded 
in penetrating an interval between General Gregg's .brigade on the 
extreme left, and that of General Thomas, but was quickly driven 
back with great slaughter by the fourteenth South Carolina regiment, 
then in reserve, and the forty-ninth Georgia, of Thomas' brigade. 
The contest was close and' obstinate, the combatants sometimes deliver- 
ing their fire at ten paces. General Gregg, who was most exposed, 
was reinforced by Hay's .brigade under Colonel Forno, and success- 
fully and gallantly resisted the attack of the enemy, until the ammu- 
nition of Ms brigade being exhausted, and all its field officers but two 
killed or wounded, it was relieved after several hours of severe fight- 
ing, by Early's brigade and the eighth Louisiana regiment. General 
Early drove the enemy back with heavy loss,*and pursued about two 
hundred yards beyond the line of battle, when h*e was recalled to the 
position on the railroad where Thomas, Pender and Archer had firmly 
held their ground against every attack. While the battlfr was raging 
on Jackson's left, General Longstreet ordered Hood and Evans to ad- 
vance, but before the'order could be obeyed Hood was himself attacked, 
and his command at once became warmly engaged. General Wilcox 
was recalled from the right an'd ordered to advance on Hood's left, 
and one of Kemper's brigades, under Colonel Hunton, moved forward 
on his right. The enemy was repulsed by Hood, after a severe -con- 
test, and fell back, closely followed by our troops. 

The battle continued until nine, P. M., the enemy retreating until 
he reached a strong position which he held with a large force. The 
darkness of the night put a stop to the engagement, and our troops 
remained in their advanced position until early next morning, when 
they were withdrawn to their first line. One piece of artillery, several 
•stands of colors, and a number of prisoners were captured. Our loss 
was severe in this engagement, Brigadier Generals Field and Trimble, 
and Colonel Forno, commanding Hay's brigade, were severely wounded, 
and several other valuable officers lulled or disabled, whose names are 
mentioned in the. accompanying reports. On the morning of the 
30th, the enemy again advanced, and skirmishing began along the- 
line. The troops of Jackson and Longstreet maintained their posi- 
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tions of the previous day. Fitzhugh Lee, withthree regiments of his 
cavalry, was poste<£on Jackson's left, and R. H. Anderson's division, 
"which arrived during the forenoon, was held in reserve near the turn- 
pike. The batteries of Colonel S. D. Lee took the position occupied 
the day before by Colonel Walton, and engaged the enemy actively 
until noon, when firing ceased, and all Was quiet for several hour's. \ 
* About three, P. M., the enemy halving massed his troops in front 
of General Jackson, advanced against his position" in strong force. 
His front line pushed" forward until engaged at close ' quarters by 
Jackson's troops, when its progress was checked, and a fierce and. 
bloody struggle ensued. A second and third line, of great strength, 
moved up to support the first, but in doing s©, came within easy range 
of. a position a little in advance of Longstreet's left. He immediately 
ordered up two batteries, and two others being thrown forward about 
the same time by Colonel S. D. Lee, under their well directed and 
destructive fire the supporting lines were > broken, and fell back in 

'confusion. Their repeated efforts to rally were unavailing, and Jack- 
son^ troops being thus relieved from the pressure of overwhelming 
numbers, began to press steadily forward, driving the enemy before 
them. He retreated in confusion, sufferitfg severely from our artillery 
which advanced as he retired. , General Longstreet, anticipating the 
order for a general advance, now threw his whole command .against* 
the Federal centre and left. Hood's two brigades, followed by Evans, 
led'the attack. ' R. H. Anderson's division came gallantly to the sup- 
port of Hood, while the three brigades under* Wilcox moved forward 
on his left, and those of Kemper on his right. D. R. Jones advanced 
qn the extreme right, and the whole line swept steadily on, drivirg 
the enemy, with great carnage, from each successive position, until ten, 
P. M., when darkness put an end to the battle and the pursuit. Dur- 
ing the latter part of the engagement, General Wilcox with his own 
brigade was*ordered to the right, where the resistance of the enemy 
was most obstinate, and rendered efficient assistance to the troops en- 
gaged on that part of the line. His other two brigades, maintaining 
#heir position in line, acted with General Jackson's command. 

The obscurity of night and. the uncertainty of the fords of Bull 
run, rendered it necessary to suspend operations until morning, when 
the cavalry, being pushed- forward, discovered that the enemy had 
escaped to the strong position of Centre,ville, about four miles beyond 
Bull run. ' The prevalence of a heavy rain, which began during the 
night, threatened to render Bull run impassable, and ^impeded our 
movements. Longstreet remained on the battle field to engage the 

.attention of the enemy, and cover the burial of the dead and the re- 
moval of the wounded, while Jackson proceeded by Sudley's ford to 
the Little River turnpike, to turn the enemy's right and intercept his 
retreat to Washington. Jackson's progress was retarded by' the in- 
clemency of. the weather- and the fatigue of his troops, who, in addi- 
tion to their arduous marches, had fought three severe engagements 
in a3 many days. He 'reached Little River turnpike in the evening, 
and the next day, September 1st, advanced by that road toward^ Fair- 

'fax Court House. The enemy, in the meantime, was falling back rapidly 
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towards Washington, and had thrown out a strong force to German- 
town, on the* Little River turnpike, to cover his line of retreat from 
Centreville. The advance of Jackson's column encountered the ene- 
my at Ox Hill, near Germantown, about five, P. M. Line of battle 
was at once formed^ and two brigades of A. P. Hill's division, those 
of Branch and Eield, under Colonel Brooken£>rough,. were thrown for- 
ward to attack the enemy and ascertain his strength and position. A 
cold and drenching rain storm drove in the faces of our troops as they 
advanced and gallantly engaged the enemy. They were subsequently 
supported by tfre brigades of Gregg, Thomas, and Pender ; also of 
Hill's division, which, with part of EwelPs, became engaged. The 
conflict was obstinately maintained by the enemy until dark when he 
retreated, having lost two .general officers, one of whom, Major Gen- 
eral Kearney, was left dead on the field. Longstreet's command ar- 
rived after the action was over, and the next morning it was found 
that the enemy had conducted his retreat so rapidly that the attempt 
to intercept him Was abandoned. The proximity of the fortifications 
around Alexandria and Washington, rendered further pursuit useless, 
and our army rested during the 2nd, near. Chantilly, the enemy being 
followed only by the cavalry, who continued to harass him until he 
reached the shelter of his entrenchments. • , 

In the series of engagements, on the plains of Manassas, more than 
seven thousand prisoners were taken, in addition to about two thou- 
sand wounded left in our hands. Thirty pieoes of artillery, upwards 
of twenty thousand stantl of small arms, numerous colors and a large 
amount of stores, besides those taken by General Jackson at Manas- 
sas Junction, were captured. # 
. The" history of 'the achievements of the army from the .time it ad- 
vanced from Gordonsville, leaves nothing to be said in commendation 
of the courage, fortitude and good conduct of both officers and men. 
The accompanying reports of the Medical Director will show the 
number of our killed and wounded. Among them will be found the 
names of many valuable and distinguished officers, who bravely and 
faithfully discharged their duty, and with the gallant soldiers wh# 
fell with them, have nobly deserved the love and gratitu'de of their 
countrymen. 

The reports of the several commanding officers must necessarily be 
referred to for the names of those whose services were most*conspicu- 
ous. The list is too long for enumeration here. During all these 
operations ttje cavalry, under General Stuart, consisting of the. bri- 
gades of Generals Robertson and Fitzhugh Lee, rendered must impor- 
tant and valuable service. It guarded the flanks of the army, pro- 
tected its trains and gave information of the enemy's movements. 
Besides engaging the cavalry of the enemy on several occasions, with 
uniform* success, a detachment under, the gallant and lamented Major 
Patrick, assisted by Stuart's horse artillery, under Major Pelham, 
effectually 'protected General Jackson's trains against a body of the 
enemy who penetrated to his- rear on the 29th, before the arrival of 
General Longstreet. . Towards the close of the, action on the 30th, 
General Robertson, with the second Virginia regiment, under Colonel 
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Munford, supported by the seventh and twelfth, made a brilliant 
charge upon a brigade of the enemy's cavalry, Colonel Munford lead-^ 
ing with great' gallantry, and completely routed it. Many of the enemy 
were killed and wounded, more than three hundred prisoners were 
captured, -and the remainder pursued beyond Bull run.^ The reports 
of General Stuart and the officers under his command, as well as that 
of General Jackson, are referred to for more complete details of these 
and other services of the cavalry. 

Capture "of Harper's Ferry and Operations Maryland. 

The enemy having retired to the protection of the fortifications 
• around Washington and Alexandria, the army marched, on the Sd 
September, towards Leesburg, * 

' The armies of Generals McClcllan and Pope, had now been brought 
back* to the point from which they set out on the campaigns of the 
spring and summer. The ojects of those campaigns had been frus- 
trated, and the designs of. the enemy on the coa-st of North Carolina, 
'and in Western Virginia, thwarted by the withdrawal of the main 
body of his forces from those regions. 

Northeastern Virginia Avas freed' from the presence of Federal sol- 
diers up 4o the entrenchments of Washington, and soon after the ar- 
rival of the army at Leesburg, information was received that # the 
troops, which had occupied Winchester, had retired to Harper's Ferry 
and Martinsburg. 

The war was thus transferred from th-e interior to the frontier, and 
the supplies of rich and productive districts made accessible to our' 
army. To prolong a state of affairs, in every way desirable, and not to 
permit the season for active operations to pass' without endeavoring 
to inflict further injury upon the enemy, the best course appeared to 
lie the transfer of the army into Maryland. , * 

Although not properly equipped for invasion, lacking much of the 
material : of war, and feeble in transportation, the troops poorly pro- 
vided with clothing, and' thousands of them destitute of shoes, it was 
yet believed to be strong enough to detain the enemy upon the north- 
ern frontier, until the approach of winter should render hi's advance 
into Virginia difficult, if not impracticable. 

The condition of Maryland encouraged the belief that the presence 
of our army, however inferior to* that of the enemy, would induce 
the Washington Government to retain all its available force to pro- 
vide against contingencies, which its course toward the people of tha^t 
State gave it reason to apprehend. At the same time it was hoped 
, that military success might afford us -an opportunity to aid the citi- 
zens of Maryland in any efforts they might be disposed to make to re- 
cover their liberty. The difficulties that surrounded them were fully 
appreciated, and we expected to derive more* assistance in the attain- 
ment of our object, from the just fears of the Washington Govern- 
ment, than from any active demonstration on the part of the people, 
unless success should enable us to give : them assurance* of continued 
protection. Influenced by these considerations, the army was put in 
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motion. D. H. Hill's division, which had joined us on the 2d, being 
in advance, and, between the 4th and 7th of September, crossed the 
* Potomac at the ford sear Leesbiyg, .and encamped in- the vicinity of 
Fredericktown 

It was decided to cross the Potomac east of the Blue Ridge*, in or- 
der, by threatening Washington and Baltimore, to cause the enemy- 
to withdraw from the south bank, where his presence endangered our 
communications and the safety of those engaged in the revoval of 
our wounded and the captured property^ from the late battle field. 
Having accomplished this result, it wa-s proposed to nrove the army 
into western Maryland, establish our communications with Itich- 
mond, through the valley of the Shenandoah, and by threatening 
Pennsylvania, induce the enemy to follow,, and thus draw- him from . 
his base of supplies. * 

It had been supposed that 'the advance »upom Fredericktown would 
lead to the evacution of Martinsburg and Harper's Ferry, thus open- 
ing the line of communication through the Valley'. This not having 
occurred, it became necessary .to dislodge the enemy from those posi- 
tions before concentrating the army west of the mountains. 

To accomplish this with the least delay, General Jackson was di- 
rected to. proceed with his command to Martinsburg, and, after driving ♦ 
the enemy from that place, to move down the south side- of the Pofo- 
mac upon Harper's Ferry ^ General McLaws, with his own and R. 
11/ Anderson's divisions, was ordered to seize Maryland heights on 
the north side of the Potomac, opposite Harper's Ferry,, and Briga- 
dier General Walker t.o take possession of Loudon heights, on the 
east side of the Shenandoah, where it unites with the Potomac. These 
several commands were directed, after reducing Harper's Ferry and 
clearing the Valley of the enemy, to join the rest of the army at 
Boonesboro' or Hagerstown. 

[fhe march, ^f these troops began on the 10th, and at the sam'e 
time, the remainder of Longstreet's command, and the division of D. 
3. Hill, crossed the South mountains and moved towards Boonesboro'. 
General Stuart/* with the cavalry, remained east of the mountains, 
to observe the enemy and retard his advance. • 

A report having been received that a Federal force was approach- 
ing Hagerstown from the direction of Chambersburg, Longstreet 
. continued his march to the former place, in order to secure the road 
leading thence to Williamsport, and also to prevent the removal of 
stores which were said to be in Hagerstown. He arrived at that place 
on the 11th, General Hill halting near Boonsbpro' to prevent the en- 
emy at Harper's Ferry from escaping through Pleasant Valley, and 
at "the same time to support the cavalry. 

The advance of the Federal army was so slow at the time we left 
Fredericktown as to justify the belief that the reduction of Harper's 
Ferry would be accomplished and our "troops concentrated before they 
would be called upon -to meSt it. In that event it had not been in- 
tended* to oppose its passage thrcfcigh the South mountains, as it was 
desired to engage it as far as*possible from its base. 

General Jackson marched very rapidly, a*nd, crossing the Potomac 
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near Williamsport, on the 11th, sent* A. P. Hill's division directly to 
Martinsburg- and disposed the rest of the command to cut off the 
retreat of the enemy westward. On his approach . the Federal troops 
evacuated Martinsburg, retiring to Harper's Ferry on the. night of 
the 11th, and Jackson entered the former place on the 12th, capturing 
some prisoners and abandoned stores. * In the forenoon of the fol- 
lowing day, his leading division, under General A. P. Hill, came in 
sight of the enemy, strongly entrenched on Bolivar heights, in rear 
of Harper's Ferry. Before beginning the attack, General Jackson 
proceeded to put himself in communication with the co-operating 
forces under General McLaws and Walker, from the former of whom 
he was separated by the Potomac, and from the latter by the Shenan- 
doah. General Walker took possession of Loudoun heights on the 
13th, and the next day was in readiness to open upon Harper's Ferry. 
General McLaws encountered more opposition, lie entered Pleasant 
Valley on the 11th. On the 12th he directed General Kershaw, with 
his own and Barksdale's brigade, to .ascend the Hdge whose southern 
extremity is known as Maryland heights and attack the enemy, who 
occupied that position with infantry and artillery, protected # by en- 
trenchments. He disposed the rest of his command to hold the roads 
leading from Harper's Ferry eastward through Weavertown, and 
northward from Sandy Hook ; guarding the pa'ss in his rear, through 
which he had entered Pleasant Valley, with the 'brigades of Semmes 
and Mahone. • 

* Owing to the rugged nature of the ground on which Kershaw had 
to operate, and the want of roads, he was compelled to use- infantry 
alone. Driving in the advance parties of the enemy on the summit 
of the ridge on the 12th, he assailed the works the next day. After 
a spirited contest they were carried, the troops engaged* in their de- 
fence spiking their heavy guns and retreating to Harper's Ferry. By 
half-past four, P. M., Kershaw was in possession of Maryland 
heights. On the 14th a road for artillery was cut aloug the ridge, 
and at two, P. M., four guns opened upon the enemy on the opposite 
side of the .river, and the investment of Harper's Ferry was com- 
plete. 

In the meantime, events transpired in another quarter which 
threatened to interfere with the reduction of the place. ^ A copy of 
the order directing the movement of the army from Fre'dericktown 
had fallen into the hands of General McClella*i,.and disclosed to him 
the disposition of our forces. He immediately began to push forward 
rapidly, and on the afternoon of the 1 3th was reported approaching 
the pass in South mountain on the Boonesboro' and Fredericktown 
' road. The cavalry, under General Stuart, fell back before him, ma^ 
terially impeding his progress by its gallant resistance and gaining 
time for preparations to oppose his advance. 

By penetrating the mountains at this, point he would reach the 
rear of McLaws and bo enabled to relieve the garrison at Harper's 
Ferry. To prevent this, General D. H. Hill was directed to guard 
the Boonesboro' gap and Longstreet ordered to march from Hagers- 
town t6 his support. On the -13th, General Hill sent back the 
mm ^ 
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brigades of Garland and Colquitt'to hold the pass ; but subsequently 
ascertaining that the enemy was near, in heavy force, he ordered up 
the rest of his division. Early on the 14th, a large body of the 
enemy attempted to force its way, to the rear of the position »held by 
Hill by a road south of the Boonesboro' and Fredericktown turnpike. 
The attfack was repulsed by Garland's brigade after a severe conflict, 
in which that brave and accomplished young officer was killed. The 
remainder of the division arriving shortly afterwards, Colquitt's brig- 
ade was disposed across the turnpike road; that,of G. B. Anderson, 
supported by Ripley, was placed on the right,' and Rode.s occupied an 
important position on the left. Garland's brigade, which had suffered 
heavily in the first attack, was withdrawn, and the defence of th"e 
road occupied by it entrusted to Colonel Rosser, of the fifth Virginia 
cavalry, who reported to General Hill with his regiment and some 
artillery. 

The small command of General HiU repelled the repeated assaults 
of the Federal army, tmd held it in check for five hours. Several 
attacks on the centre were gallantly repulsed by Colquitt's brigade, 
and RcyleS maintained his position against heavy odds with the utmost 
terfacity. Longstreet, leaving one brigade at Hagerstown, had hur- 
ried to the assistance of Hill, and reached the scene of action 
between three and four, P. M. His troops, much exhausted by a 
long,' rapid march and the heat of the day, 'were disposed on both 
sides of the turnpike. 

General D. R. Jones, with three of his brigades, those of Pickett* 
(under General Gainett), Kemper, and Jenkins, (under Colonel 
Walker), together with Evans' brigade, was posted along the moun- 
tain on the left; Gei eral Hood, with hisT>wnand Whiting^s brigade, 
under Colonel Law, Drayton's, and D. R. Jones', under Colonel G. 
T. Anderson, On the right. Batteries had been placed, by General 
' Hill in such positions as could be found, but the ground was unfa- 
vorable for the use of artillery. The battle continued with great 
animation' until night. On the south of the turnpike the enemy was 
driven back some distance, and his attack oil the centre repulsed with 
loss.' 

His great superiority of numbers enabled him to extend beyond 
both of our flanks. By this means he' succeeded in reaching the 
summit of the mountain, beyond our left, and pressing upon us heavily 
from that direction, gradually forced our troops back after an obstinate 
resistance.. Darkness put an end to the contest. The effort to force 
the passage oi* the mountains had failed, but it iwas manifest that, 
without reinforcements, wc could not hazard a renewal of the engage- 
ment, as the enemy could easily turn either flank. Information was n 
also received that another, large body of Federal trocps had, during 
the afternoon, forced their way through Crampton's Gap, only five 
miles in rear of McLaws. Under these circumstances, it was deter- 
mined to retire to Sharp'sburg, where 'we would be upon the flank and 
rear of the enemy should he move against McLaws, and where we 
could more readily unite with the rest of the'army. * 

This movement was skillfully and efficiently covered by the 'cavalry 
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brigade of General Fitz. Lee, and was accomplished without inter- 
ruption by the enemy, who did not appear on the west side of the 
pass at Boonsboro' until about eight, A. M., on the following morn- 
ing- . 

Tjq resistance that had been offered to the enemy at Boonsboro' , 
secured sufficient time to enable General Jackson to complete the re- 
duction of Harper's Ferry. ^ 

On the afternoon .of the 14th, when he found that'the troops of Walker 
and McLaws were in position to co-operate in the attack, he ordered 
Gen'l A. P. Hill to turn the enemy's left flank and enter Harper's Ferry. 
EwelPs division, under General Lawton, was ordered to support Hill, 
while Winder's brigade of Jackson's division, under Colonel Grigsby, 
with a battery of artillery, made a demonstration on the enemy's 
right near the Potomac. The rest of the division was held in reserve. 
The cavalry, under Major Massie, was placed on the extreme left to 
prevent the escape of the enemy. Colonel Grigsby succeeded in get- 
ting possession of an eminence on the left, upon which two batteries 
wsre advantageously posted. General A. P. Hill observing, a hill on« 
the erfemy's extreme left, occupied by infantry without artillery and 
protected only by abattis of felled timber, directed General Pender 
with his own brigade, and those of Archer and Colonel Brockenbrough 
to seize the crest, which was djjne with slight resistance. At the same 
time he ordered Generals Branch and 'Gregg to march along the 
Shenandoah, and taking advantage of the ravines intersecting its 
steep banks, to establish themselves on the plain to the left and rear 
of the enemy's works. This was accomplished during -the night. 
Lieutenant Colonel Walker, chief of artillery of A. P. Hill's divis- 
ion, .placed several batteries on the eminence taken by General Pan- 
der, and under the direction of Colonel Cr.utchfield, General Jackson's 
chief of artillery, ten guns, belonging to Ewell's division, were posted 
on the east side of the Shenandoah, so as to enfilade .the enemy's en- 
trenchments on Bolivar heights, and take his nearest and most form- 
idable works in reverse. General McLaws, in the meantime, made 
his preparations 'to prevent the force which had penetrated at Cramp- 
ton's gap from coming to frhe relief of the garrison. 

This pass had been defended by the brigade of General Cobb, sup- 
ported by those of Semmes and Mahone, but unable to oppose suc- 
cessfully the superior numbers brought against them, they had been 
compelled to retire with loss. The enemy halted at the gap, and, 
during the night, General MqLawa formed his command in line of 
battle across Pleasant Valley, about a mile and a half below Cramp- 
ton's, leaving one regiment to support the artillery on Maryland 
Heights, and two brigades on each of the roads from Harper's Ferry. 

The attack on the garrison began at dawn. A rapid and vigorous 
fire was- opened from the batteries of General Jackson and those 'on 
Maryland and Loudoun heights. In about two hours the garrison, 
consisting of more than eleven thousand men, surrendered. Seventy- 
three pieces of artillery, about thirteen thousand small arms and a 
large quantity of military stores fell into our hands. 

Leaving General A e P. Hill to receive the surrender of the Federal 



troops and secure the captured property, General' Jackson, with his 
two other divisions, set out at once for Sharpsburg, ordering Generals 
McLaws and Walker to follow without delay. 

Official information of the fall of Harpers Ferry and the. approach 
of General Jackson, was received soon after the commands of Long- 
street and D. H. Hill reached Sharpsburg, on the morning of the 
15th, and reanimated the courage .of the troops. General Jackson 
arrived early on the 1 6th, and General Walfter came up in the after- 
noon. 

The presence of the "enemy at Crampton's gap, embarrassed the 
movements of General McLaws. He retained the position taken 
during the night of the 14th, to oppose an advance towards Harper's 
Ferry until the capitulation of that place, when, finding the enemy 
indisposed to attack, he gradually withdrew his command towards the 
Potomac. Deeming the roads to Sharpsburg, on the. north side of 
the river, impracticable, he resolved to cross at, Harper's Ferry and 
march by way of Shepherdstown. Owing to the condition of his 
•troops and other circumstances, his progress was slow, and he did not 
reach the battle-field at Sharpsburg, until sometime after the engage- 
ment of the 1 7th began. 

The commands of Longstreet and D. H. Hill, on their arrival at 
Sharpsburg, were placed in position al^ng the. range of hills between 
the town and, the Antietam; nearly parallel to the course of that 
stream ; Longstreet, on the right of the road to Boonesboro', and 
Hill'on the left. The advance of the enemy was delayed by the brave 
opposition he encountered from Fitz Lee's cavalry, and he did not 
appear on the opposite side of the Antietam ,until about two, .P. M. 
During the afternoon the batteries on each side w T ere slightly engaged. 

On the i 6 th, the artillery .fire became warm and continued through- 
out the day. The enemy crossed the Antietam beyond the reach of 
our batteries and menaced our left. In anticipation of this move- 
ment, Hood's two brigades had been transferred from the right and 
posted between D. H. Hill and the Hagerstown road. 

General Jackson was now directed to take position' on Hood's left, 
and formed his line with his right resting upon the Hagerstown road, 
and his - left extending towards the Potomac, protected by General 
gtuart with the cavalry and horse artillery. General Walker, with 
his two brigades, was stationed on Longstreet's right. 

As evening approached, the enemy opened more vigorously with 
his aftillery, and bore dowri # heavily wit^h hig infantry upon Hood, but 
the attack was gallantly repulsed. At ten, P. M. Hood's troops were 
'relieved by the brigades of Lawton and Trimble, of EwelFs division, 
commanded by General Lawton. Jackson's own division, under Gen- 
eral J. R. Jones, was on Lawton's left, supported by the remaining 
brigades of Ewell. 

At early dawn, on the 17th, the enemy's artillery opened vigor- 
ously from both sides of the Antietam, the heaviest fire being 
directed against our left. Under cover of this fire, a large force of 
infantry attacked General Jackson. They were met by his troops 
with the utmost resolution, and for .several hours the conflict raged 
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with great fury and alternate success. General J. R. Jones "was com- 
pelled to leave the field, and the command of Jackson's division de- 
volved on General Starke. The troops advanced with great spirit, 
and the enemy's lines were repeatedly broken, and forced to retire. 
Fresh troops, however, soon, replaced those that were beaten", and 
Jackson's men were in turn compelled .to fall back. The brave Gen- 
eral Starke was killed ; General Lawton was wounded, and nearly all 
the field officers, with a large proportion' of the men, killed or disa- 
bled. Our troops slowly yielded to overwhelming numbers, and fell 
back obstinately disputing the progress of the enemy. Hood re- 
turned to the field, and relieved the brigades of Trimble, .Lawton and 
Hays which had suffered, severely l * 

General Early, who succeeded General Lawton, in the command cf 
Ewell's division, was ordered by General Jackson to move with his 
brigade to take the place of Jackson's division, most of which was 
withdrawn, its ammunition being nearly exhausted, and it3 numbers 
much reduced. . A small part of the division,, under Colonels Grigsby 
and Stafford, united with Early's brigade, as did portions of the brig- • 
ades of Trimble^ Lawton- and Hayes. 

The battle now# raged with great violence ; the small commands, 
under Hood and Early, holding their ground against many times 
their own numbers of the t enemy, and under a tremendous fire of ar- 
tillery. Hood was reinforced by the brigades of Ripley, Colquitt 
and Garland, under Colonel McRae, of D. H. Hill's division, ^nd 
afterwards by D. R. Jones' brigade, under Colonel G. T. Anderson. 

The. enemy's lines ^vere broken and forced back, but fresh numbers 
advanced to their support, and they began t*> gain ground. The des- 
perate resistance th^y encountered, however, delayed their progress 
until the troops of General McLaws arrived, and those of General 
Walker could be brought from the right. Hood's brigade, greatly 
diminished in numbers, withdrew* to replenish their ammunition, 
their supply being entirely exhausted. They were relieved by 
Walker's command, who immediately attacked the enemy vigorously, 
driving him back with great slaughter. Colonel Manning, command- 
ing Walker's brigade, pursued until he was stopped by a strong fence, 
beh'ind which was posted a large force of infantry, with several bat- ■ 
teries. The gallant Colonel was severely wounded, and his brigade 
retired to" the line on which the rest of Walker's command had halted. 

Upon the arrival of the reinforcements under General McLaws, Gene- 
ral Early attacked, with great resolution, the large force opposed to 
him. McLaws advanced at the same time, and the enemy were driven 
back in confusion, closely followed by our troops, beyond the position 
occupid at the beginning of the engagement. 

The enemy renewed the assault on our left several times, but was 
repulsed with loss. He finally ceased to advance his infantry, and 
for several hours kept up a furious fire from his numerous batteries, 
under which our troops held their position with great coolness and 
courage. The attack on our left was speedily followed by one in 
heavy force on the centre. This was met by part of Walker's divis- 
ion, and the brigades of G. B. Anderson and Rodes, of D. H. Hill's 
3 



• « . . . 

command, assisted by a few pieces of artillery. The enemy was re- 
pulsed, and retired behind the crest of a hill from which, they kept up 
a desultory fire. . 

General R. H. Anderson's division came to Hill's support, and 
formed in rear of his line. At this time, by a mistake .of orders, 
General Rodes' brigade was withdrawn from its position during the 
temporary absence of that officer at another part of the field. The 
enemy immediately pressed through the gap fhus created, and G. B/ 
Anderson's brigade was broken, and retired— General Anderson himself 
being mortally wounded. Major General.R. H. Anderson and Brigadier 
General Wright, were also wounded and borne from the field. 

IJJie heavy tnasses of the enemy again moved forward, being op- 
posed only by four pieces of artillery, supported by & few hundreds 
of men, belonging to different brigades, rallied by General X>. H. 
Hill and other officers, and parts of Walker's and R. H. Anderson's 
commands — Colonel Cooke, with' the twenty^seventh North Carolina 
regiment, of Walker's brigade, standing boldly in-line without a 
cartridge. ..The firm front presented by this small force, and the 
well directed fire of the artillery, under Captain Miller of the Wash- 
ington Artillery', and Captain Boyce's South Caroling battery, checked 
the progress of the enemy, and in about an hour and a half he 
retired. Another attack was made soon afterwards, a little further to 
the right, but was repulsed by Miller's guns, which continued' to hold 
th^ ground until the close of the engagement, supported by a part of 
R. II. Anderson's troops. 

While the attack on the centre and left was in progress, the enemy 
made repeated efforts to force the passage of. the bridge over the An- 
tieta^n, opposite the right wing of General Longstreet, commanded by 
Brigadier General D. R. Jones. This, bridge was defended by Gen- 
eral Toombs with two regiments of his brigade, the second and 
twentieth Georgia, and the batteries of General Jones. General 
Toombs' small command repulsed five different assaults, made by a 
greatly superior force and maintained its position with distinguished 
gallantry. 

In the afternoon, the enemy began to extend his line as if to cross 
the Antietam below the bridge, and at four, P. M., Toombs regiments 
retired from the pdsitiqn they had so bravely held. The enemy im- 
mediately crossed the bridge in large numbers and advanced against 
General Jones, who held the crest with less than two thousand men. 
After a determined and braVe resistance, he was forced to give way 
and the enemy gained the summit. 

General A. IV Hill had arrived from Harper's Ferry, having left 
that place at half-past seven, A. M. He wasjiow ordered to reinforce 
General Jones and moved to his support with the brigades of. Archer, 
Branch, Gregg and Pender, the last of whom was placed on the right 
of the line, and the other three advanced and attacked the enemy, 
now flushed with success. Hill's batteries were thrown forward and 
united their fire with those of General Jones', and one. of D. H. HillJs 
also opened, with good effect, from the left of the Boonesboro' road. 
The progress of the enemy was immediately arrested, and his line 
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began to waver. At this moment General J ones ordered * Toombs* to 
charge the flank, while Archer, supported by Branch and Gregg, 
moved upon the front of the Federal line. The enemy made a brief 
resistance, then broke and retreated in confusion towards the Antie- 
tam, pursued by the troops of Hill and Jones, until he reached the 
protection of the batteries on the opposite side of the river.- 
• In this attack, the brave and lamented Brigadier General L. O'B. 
Branch was killed, gallantly leading his brigade. 

It was now nearly dark, and the enemy had massed a number of 
batteries to sweep the approaches to the Antietam, on the opposite 
side of which the corps of General Porter, which had not been en- 
gaged, now appeared to dispute our advance. Our troops were much 
exhausted and greatly reduced in numbers by fatigue and the casual- 
ties of battle. Under -these circumstances, it was deemed injudicious 
to push our advantage further, in the face of fresh troops of the 
enemy much exceeding the number of our own. They were accord- 
ingly recalled and formed on the line originally held by General Jones. 

While the attack on our centre was progressing, General Jackson 
had been directed to endeavor to turn the enemy's right, but found it 
extending nearly ,to the Potomac and so strongly defended wifti artil- 
lery that the attSfmpt had to be abandoned. 

The repulse on the right ended the engagement, and, after a pro- 
tracted and sanguinary conflict, every effort of the enemy to dislodge 
us from our position had been' defeated with severe loss.* 

The arduous service in which our troops had been engaged, their 
great privations of rest and food, and the long marches, without shoes, 
over mountain roads, had greatly reduced our ranks before the action 
began. These causes had compelled thousands of brave men to absent 
themselves, and many more had done so from unworthy motives. 
This great battle was fought by less than forty thousand men on our 
side, all of whom had undergone the greatest labors and hardships in 
the field and on the march. Nothing could surpass the determined 
valor with which they met the large army of the enemy, fully sup- 
plied and equipped, and the result reflects the highest credit on the 
officers and men engaged. Our artillery ,* though much inferior to 
that of the enemy in the number of guns and weight of metal, ren- 
dered most efficierit and gallant service throughout the day, and 
contributed greatly to the repulse of the attacks on every part. of the^ 
line. ■ * ■ . 

General Stuart, with the cavalry and horse artillery, performed the 
duty entrusted to him, of guarding our left wing, with great energy 
and courage, and rendered valuable assistance in defeating the attack 
on that part of our line. 

On the 18th we occupied the. position of the preceding day, except 
in the Centre, where our line was drawn in about two hundred yards. 
Our ranks were increased by the arrival of a number of troops, who 
had not been engaged the day before, and, though still too weak to 
assume the offensive, we awaited without apprehension a renewal of 
the attack. 

The day passed without any demonstration on the part of the ene-- 
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my, who, from the reports received, was • expecting the arrival of 
reinforcements. As we could not look for a material increase of 
strength, and the enemy's force could be largely and rapidly aug- 
mented, it was not thought 'prudent to wait until he should be ready 
again to offer battle. During the night of the 18th, the army was 
accordingly withdrawn t6 'the south side of the Potomac, crossing 
near Shepherdstown, without loss or molestation. 

The enemy advanced the next morning, but was held "in check by 
General Fitzhugh Lee with- his cavalry, who covered our movement 
with boldness and success. General Stuart, with the. main body, 
crossed the Potomac above Shepherdstown and moved up the river. 
The next day he recrossed at Williamsport, and took, position to 
operate upon the right and rear of the enemy, should he attempt to 
follow us. 

After the army had safely reached the Virginia shore, with such of 
the wounded as could be removed and all its trains, General Porter's 
corps, with a number of batteries and some cavalry, appeared on the 
opposite side. 

. General Pendleton was left to guard the ford with the reserve artil- 
lery and about six hundred infantry. That night the enemy crossed 
the river above General Pendleton's position, and^nis infantry sup- 
port giving way, four of his guns were taken. A considerable force 
took position on the right bank under cover of their artillery, on the 
commanding'hills on the opposite side. The next morning General 
A. P. Hill was ordered to return with his division and dislodge them. 
Advancing under a heavy fire of artillery, the three brigades of 
Gregg, Pender, and Archer, attacked the enemy vigorously and drove 
him over the river with heavy loss. 

The condition of our troops now demanded repose, anc^ the army 
marched to the Opequan, near Martinsburg, where it remained several 
days, and then moved to the vicinity of Bunker Hill.and Winchester. 

The enemy seemed to be concentrating in and near Harper's Ferry, 
but made no forward movement. During this time the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad was destroyed for several miles, and that from Winches- 
ter to Harper's Ferry broken up, to within a short distance of the 
latter place, in order to render the occupation of the Valley by the 
^nemy after our withdrawal more difficult. 

On the 18th October, (Jeneral Stuart was ordered to cross the Po- 
tomac above Williamsport, with twelve or fifteen hundred cavalry, 
and endeavor to ascertain the position and designs of the enemy. He 
was directed, if practicable, to enter Pennsylvania and do all in his 
power to impede and embarrass the military operations of the enemy. 
This order was executed with skill, address, and courage. General 
Stuart passed through Maryland, occupied Chambersburg, and 
destroyed a large amount of public property, making the entirfc cir- * 
*cuitof General McClellan's army, he recrossed the Potomac below 
Harper's Ferry without loss. 

The enemy soon afterwards crossed the Potomac east of the Blue 
Hidge, and advanced southward, seizing the passes of the 
mountains as h& progressed. Gcn'eral Jackson's corps was ordered 
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to take position on the - road between Berry ville and Charlestown, to 
be prepared to oppose an advance from Harper's Ferry, or a move- 
ment into'the Shenandoah Valley from the east side of the mountains, 
while at the same time he would threaten the flank of the enemy- 
should 'he continue his march along the eastern base of the Blue 
Ridge. One division of Longstreet's corps was sent to the vicinity 
of Upperville to observe the enemy's movements in front. 

About the last of October, the Federal army began to incline east- 
wardly from the mountains, moving in the direction of Warrenton. 
As soon as this intention developed itself, Longstreet's corps was 
moved across the Blue Ridge, and, about the 3d of November, took 
position at Culpeper Court-House, while Jackson advanced one of 
his divisions to the east side of ihe Blue Ridge. 

The^enemy gradually concentrated about Warrenton, his cavalry 
being thrown forward beyond the Rappahannock, in tke direction of 
Culpeper Court-House, and occasionally skirmishing with our own, 
which was closely observing his movements. 

This situation of affairs continued without material .change until 
about the middle of November, when the movements began, which 
resulted' in the winter campaign on the lower Rappahannock. 

The accompanying return of the Medical Director will show the 
extent of our losses in the engagements mentioned. 

The reports of the different commanding officers must of necessity- 
be referred to for the details of these operations. 

I desire to call the attention of the department to the names of 
those brave officers and men, who are particularly mentioned for 
^ourage and good conduct by their commanders. The limit of this 
report will not permit me t.o do more than rene^ the expression of 
*my admiration for the valor, that shrunk, from no peril, and the forti- 
tude that endured every ^privation without a murmur. 

I must also refer to the* report of General Stuart for the particulars 
of the services rendered by the cavalry, besides those to which I have 
alluded. lijs vigilance, activity, and courage -were conspicuous and 
to its assistance is due, in a great measure, the success of- some of 
the most important and delicate operations of the campaign. 

Movements on the Line of the' Rappahannock, and Battle at 
Fredericksburg, December 13th, 1862. 

On the loth November, it was known that the enemy was in motion 
.towards the Orange and Alexandria railroad, and one regiment of 
infantry, with a battery of light artillery, was sent to reinforce the gar- 
rison at Fredericksburg. On the 17th, it was ascertained that Sum- 
ner's corps had marched from Catlett's Station, in the direction of 
.Falmouth, and information was also received that, on the 15th, some 
Federal gunboats and "transports -had entered Acquia creek. This 
looked as. if Fredericksburg was again to be occupied, and McLaws' 
and Ransom's divisions, accompanied by W. H. F. Lee's brigade of 
cavalry and Lane's batiery, were ordered to proceed to that city. 
To ascertain more fully the movements of the enemy, General Stuart 
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was directed to cross the Rappahannock. On the morning of the 
18th, he forced a passage at Warrenton Springs, in the face of a regi- 
ment of cavalry and three pieces of artillery, guarding the ford, and 
reached Warrenton soon after the last of the enemy's column had 
left. The information he obtained confirmed the previous reports, 
and it was clear that the whole Federal army, under Major General 
Burnside, was moving towards Fredericksburg. On the morning of the 
the 19th-, therefore, the remainder of Longstreet 5 s corps wa's put in mo- 
tion for that point. The advance of General Sumner reached Falmouth 
on the afternoon of the 17th, and attempted to cross the Rappahannock, 
but was driven back by Colonel Ball, with the fifteenth Virginia cav- 
alry, four companies of Mississippi infantry and Lewis' light battery. 

On the 21st, it became apparent that General Burnside was concen- 
trating his whole army on the north side of the Rappahannock. On the 
same day, (^reti'l Sumner summoned the corporate authorities of Fred- 
ericksburg to surrender the place by five, P. M., and threatened, in case 
of refusal, to bombard the city at nine o'clock, nextmorning. The weather 
had been tempestuous -for two days, and a storm was raging at the time 
of the summons. It was impossible to prevent the execution of the 
threat to shell the city, as it was completely exposed to the batteries 
on the Stafford hills, which were beyond our reach. The city authori- 
ties were informed that while our forces would not use the place for 
military purposes, its occupation by the enemy would be resisted, and 
directions were given for the removal of the women and children as 
rapidly as possible. The threatened bombardment did not take place; 
but in view of the imminence of a collision between the two armies 
the inhabitants were advised to leave the city, and almost the entire 
population, without a murmur, abandoned their homes. History pre- 
sents no instance of a people exhibiting a purer and more unselfish' 
patriotism, or a higher spirit of fortitude and courage, than was 
evinced by the citizens of Fredericksburg. • They cheerfully incurred 
great hardships and privations, and surrendered their homes and 
property to destruction rather than yield them into the hands of the 
enemies of their country. General Burnside now commenced his 
preparations to force the passage of the Rappahannock and advance 
upon Richmond. When his army first began to move towards Fred- 
ericksburg, General Jackson, in pursuance of instructions, crossed 
the Bine Ridge, and placed his corps in the vicinity of Orange Court- 
House, to enable him more promptly to •o-operatc with Longstreet. 
About the 26th November, he was directed to advance towards Fred- 
ericksburg, and, as some Federal gunboats had appeared in the river, 
at Port Royal, and it was possible that an attempt might be made to 
cross in that vicinity, D. H. Hill's division was stationed near that 
3)lace, and the rest of Jackson's corps so disposed, as to support Hill 
or Longstreet, as occasion might require. The fords of the Rappa- 
hannock above, Fredericksburg were closely guarded by our cavalry, 
and the brigade of General W.^ H. F. Lee, was 'stationed near Port 
Rpyal to watch the river above and below. On . the 28th, General 
Hampton, guarding the upper Rappahannock, crossed to make a re- 
<5onnoisance on the enemy's right, and, proceeding as far as Dumfries 
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&nd Occoquan, encountered and dispersed his cavalry, capturing two 
squadrons and a number of wagons. About the same time, somo dis- 
mounted men of Beaie's regiment, Lee's brigade, crossed in boats 
below Port Rf>yal, to observe the enemy's left, and took a number of 
prisoners. On the oth December, General D. H. Hill, with some ol 
his field guns, assisted by Major Pelham, of Stuart's horse artillery, 
attacked the gunboats at Port Royal, and cause~d them, to retire. 
With these exceptions, no- important movement took; place, but it bo- 
came evident that the advance of the enemy would not be long delayed 
The interval was employed in strengthening our lines, extending from 
the river about a mile and a half above Fredericksburg along the 
ran^e of hills in the rear of the city to the Richmond railroad. As 
these hills were commanded by the opposite heights, in posses ion of 
the enemy, earth works were constructed upon their crest, at the 
most eligible positions for artillery. 5 These positions* were judiciously 
chosen and fortified, under the direction of Brigadier General 'Pen- 
dleton, chief of artillery, Colonel, Cabell, of McLaws' division, Col- 
onel E. P. Alexander, and Captain S. R. Johnson, of the engineers. 
To prevent gunboats from ascending the river a battery, protected by 
entrenchments, was placed*on the bank, about four miles below the 
city, in an excellent .position^ selected by my aid-de-camp, Major 
Talcott. ' The plain of Fredericksburg is* so completely commanded 
by the Stafford heights, that no effectal opposition could be made to 
^he construction, of bridges or the passage of the river, without ex- 
posing our troops to - the destructive fire of the numerous batteries 
of the enemy. At the same time, the narrowness of the Rappahan- 
nock, its winding course and deep bed, prevented opportunities for 
laying down bridges at points secure from the fire of our artillery. 
Our position was, therefore, selected with a view to resist the enemy's 
advance after crossing, and the river was guarded only by a force 
sufficient to impede his movements until the army could be concen- 
trated. # ' . 

Before dawn,. on the 11th December, our '.signal guns announced 
that the enemy was in motion. About two, A M., he commenced 
preparations to throw two bridges over the Rappahannock, opposite 
Fredericksburg, and one about a mile and a quarter below, near tke 
mouth of Deep Run. Two regiments of Barksdale's brigade, McLaws' 
division, the seventeenth and eighteenth Mississippi, guarded these 
point?, the former assisted by the .eighth Florida, of Anderson's 
division, being at the upper. The rest of the brigade, with the third 
Georgia regiment, also of Anderson's division, was held in reserve in 
the city. From daybreak until four, P. M., the troops, sheltered be- 
hind the houses on the river bank, repelled the repeated efforts of the 
enemy to lay his*bridges opposite the town, driving back his working 
parties, and their supports, with great slaughter. At the lower point 
where there was no such protection, the enemy was successfully re- 
; sisted until nearly noon, when, being greatly exposed tp the fire of the 
batteries on the opposite height's, and a superior force of infantry on 
the river banks, our troops were withdrawn, and about one, P. M., 
the -bridge was completed. Soon afterwards one hundred and fifty 
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pieces of artillery opened a furious fire upon the city, causing our 
troops to retire from the river bank, about four. P. M. The enemy 
then crossed in boats, and proceeded rapidly to lay down the bridges. 
His advance into the town was bravely resisted until dark, when our 
troops were recalled, the necessary time for concentration having been 
gained. 

During the night and the succeeding day, % the "enemy crossed in' 
^arge numbers at and below the town, secured from material interrup- 
tion by a dense fog. Our artillery could only be used with effect 
v?hen the occasional clearing of the mist rendered his columns visible. 
His batteries, on the Stafford heights, fired at intervals upon our posi- 
tion. Longstrect's corps constituted our left, with Anderson's division 
resting upon the river, and those of McLaws, Pickett, and Hood ex- 
tending to the right, in tire-order named. Ransom's division supported 
he batteries on Jvlarye's and Willis' hills, at the foot of which Cobb' a 
brigade, of McLaws' division, and the twenty-fourth North Carolina, 
of Ransom's brigade, were stationed, protected by a stone-wall. The 
.mmediate care of this point was committed to General Ransom. The 
Washington Artillery, under Colonel Walton, occupied. the redoubts 
on the cres't of Marye's hill, and those on^he heights to the right and 
left, were held by part of the reserve artillery,, Colonel E. P. Alex- 
ander's battalion, and the ^division batteries of Anderson, *Ransom> 
and McLaws. A. P. Hill, of Jackson's corps, was posted between 
Hood's right and Hamilton's Crossing, on the railroad. His front line, 
consisting of the brigades of Pender, Lane, and Archer, occupied the 
edge of a wood. Lieutenant Colonel Walker, with fourteen pieces, 
of artillery, was posted near the right, supported by the fortieth and 
hirty-fifth Virginia regiments, of Field's brigade, commanded by 
"olonel Brockenbrough. Lane's brigale, thrown forward in advance 
of the general line, held the woods, which here projected into the open 
; > round.. Thomas' brigade was stationed behind the interval between 
Lane and Pender, and Gregg's in rear of that, between Lane and Archer.. 
These two brigades, m with the forty-seventh Virginia regiment and 
twenty-second Virginia battalion, of Field's brigade, constituted 
General Hill's reserve. Early's and Taliaferro's divisions composed 
Jackson's second line — D. H. Hill's division his reserve. His artillery 
was distributed along his, line in the most eligible positions so as to 
command the open ground in front. General Stuart, with two brig- 
ades of cavalry and his horse artillery, occupied the plain on Jackson's 
right, extending to Massaponax creek. 

On the morning of the 13th, the plain on which the Federal array 
lay was still enveloped in fog, making it impossible to discern its ope- 
rations. At -an early hour, the 'batteries on the heights of Stafford 
began to play upon Longstreet's position. Shortly after nine, A. Mi, 
the partial rising of the mist disclosed a large force moving in line of 
battle against Jackson. Dense masses appeared in front of A. P. 
Hill, stretching far up the river, in the direction of Fredericksburg. 
Ajs they advanced, Major Pelham, of Stuart's horse artillery, who was 
stationed near tie Port Royal road with one section, opened a rapid and 
well directed enfilade fire, which arrested their progress. Four bat- 
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teries immediately turned upon him, but he Sustained their heavy fire* 
with the unflinching courage that ever distinguished him. 'Upon his 
withdrawal, the. enemy extended his left clown the Port Royal road, 
and his numerous batteries opened with, vigor upon Jackson's, line. 
Eliciting no response, his in&ntry mo'ved forward to seize the position 
occupied by Lieutenant Colonel Walker. The latter reserving his 
fire until their line had approached within less than eight hundred 
yards, opened upon it with, such destructive effect as to cause it to 
waver, and soon to retreat in confu&ion. 

•About one, P. M., the main attack on the right began by a furious 
cannonade, under coyer of which three compact lines of infantry ad- 
vanced against Hill's front. They were received as* before by our 
batteries, by whose fire they were momentarily checked, but soon re- 
covering, they pressed forward, until coming within range of our 
infantry, the contest became fierce and bloody. Archer and Lane 
repulsed those portions of the line immediately in front of them ; but 
before the interval between these commands could be closed, the enemy 
pressed through -in overwhelming numbers, and turned the left of 
Archer and the right of Lane. Attacked in front and flank, two regi- 
ments of the former and th$ brigade of the latter, after a brave and 
obstina'te resistance, gave way. Archer held his line with the first 
Tennessee, and, with the fifth Alabama battalion, assisted by the forty- 
seventh Virginia regimenjb and the twenty-second Virginia battalion, 
continued the struggle* until the arrival of reinforcements. Thomas 
came gallantly to the relief of Lane, and, joined by the seventh and 
part of the eighteenth North Carolina, of that brigade, repulsed the % 
column that had broken Lane's line, and drove it back to the railroad. 
In* the meantime, a large force had penetrated {he wood as far as Hill's 
reserve, and encountered Gregg's brigade. The attack was so sudden 
and unexpected that Orr's rifles, mistaking the eneijjy for our own 
troops retiring, were thrown into confusion. While in the act -of ral- 
lying them, that brave soldier and true patriot, Brigadier General 
Maxey Gregg fefl, mortally wounded. Colonel Hamilton, upon whom 
the command devolved, with the four remaining regiments of the 
brigade and one company of the rifles, met the enemy firmly and 
checked his further progress. The second line'was advancing to the 
support of the first. Lawton's brigade, of Early's division, under 
Colonel Atkinson, first encountered the enemy, quickly followed on 
the right and left by the brigades of Trimble, under Colonel Hoke, 
and Early, under Colonel Walker. Taliaferro's division moved for- 
ward at the same time on Early's left, and his right regiment, the 
second Virginia, belonging to Paxton'3 brigade, joined in the attack. 
, The contest in the woods was short' and decisive. The 'enemy wa& 
quickly routed and driven out with loss, and, though largely reinforced, 
he was forced back, and pursued to the shelter of the railroad embank- 
ment. Here he was gallantly charged by the brigades of Hoke and 
Atkinson, and driven across the plain to his batteries. Atkinson, con- 
tinuing the pursuit too far, his flank became exposed, and, at the same 
tiAie, a heavy fire of musketry and artillery was directed against his 
front. Its ammunition becoming exhausted, and Colonel Atkinson 
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being severely, and Captain Lawton, adjutant general, mortally 
wounded/the brigade was compelled to fall back to the main body, 
now occupying our original line x)f battle, with detachments thrown 
forward to the railroad. The attack oxi Hill's left was repulsed by 
the artillery on that part of the line, against which the enemy directed 
a hot fire from twenty-four guns. One brigade advanced up Deep 
run, sheltered by its banks from our batteries, but was charged and 
put to flight by the sixteenth North Carolina, of Pender's brigade, as- 
sisted by the fifty-fourth and fifty- seventh North Carolina, of Law's 
brigade, Hood's division. The repulse of the enemy #n our right' was 
decisive, and the attack was not renewed, but his batteries kept up an 
active fire at intervals, and sharpshooters skirmished along the front 
during the rest of the afternoon. While these events were transpir- 
ing on our right, the enemy, in formidable numbers, made repeated 
and desperate assaults upon the left of our line. About eleven, A. 
M., having massed his troops, under cover of the houses of Freder- 
icksburg, he moved forward in strong columns to seize Marye's and 
Willis' hills. General Ransom advanced Cook's brigade to the top of 
the hill, and placed his own, with the exception of the twenty-fourth 
North Carolina, a short distance in the roar. All the batteries on the 
Stafford heights directed their fire upon the positions occupied by our 
artillery, with a view to silence it, and cover the movement of the 
infantry. Without replying to this furious cannonade, our batteries 
poured a rapid and destructive fire into the dense lines of the enemy 
as they advanced to the attack, frequently breaking their ranks, and 
forcing them to retreat to the shelter of the houses. Six times did 
the enemy, notwithstanding the havoc caused by our batteries, press 
on with great determination, to within one hundred yards of the foot; 
of the hill; but here encountering the deadly fire of our infantry, his 
columns were broken, and fied in confusion to the town. In the third 
assault, the brave and lamented Brigadier General Thomas R. R. Cobb 
fell at the head of his gallant troops, and almost at the same moment 
Brigadier General Cook was .borne from the field, severely wounded. 
Fearing that Cobb's brigade might exhaust its ammunition, General 
Longstreet had- directed General Kershaw to take two regiments to its 
support. Arriving after the fall of General Cobb, he assumed com- 
mand, his troops taking position on the crest and at the foot of the 
hill, to which point General Ransom also advanced three other regi- 
ments. The Washington Artillery, which had sustained the heavy fire 
of artillery and infantry with unshaken steadiness, and contributed 
much to- the .repulse of the enemy, having exhausted its ammunition, 
was relieved about four, P. M., by Colonel Alexander's battalion. Th£ 
latter occupied the position during the rest of the 'engagement, and 
by its well directed fire, rendered great assistance in repelling the 
assaults made in the afternoon, the* last of which occurred shortly 
before dark. This effort met the fate of those that preceded it, and 
when night closed in, the shattered masses of the enemy had disap- 
peared in the town, leaving the field covered with dead and wounded. 
Anderson's division supported the batteries on Longstreet's left, and 



43 



though not engaged, was exposed throughout the day to a hot artil- 
lery fire, which it sustained with steady courage. 

During the night, our lines were strengthened by the construction 
of earth works at exposed .points, and preparations made to receive 
the enemy next day. The 14th, however, passed without a renewal 
of the attack. The enemy's batteries on both sides of the river 
played upon our lines at intervals, our own firing but little. The- 
sharpshooters on each side skirmished occasionally along the front. 

On the 15th, the. enemy still retained his position, apparently 
ready for battle ; but the day passed as the preceding. 

The attack on the 13th had been so easily repulsed, and by so 
small a part ot our army, that it was not supposed the enemy would limit 
his efforts. to one attempt, which, in view of the magnitude of his 
preparations, and the extent of his force, seemed to be comparatively 
insignificant. Believing, therefore, that he \yould attack us, it was 
not deemed expedient to lose the .advantages of our position:, and ex- 
pose the troops to the fire of his inaccessible batteries beyond the 
river, by advancing against him/ But we were necessarily ignorant 
of the extent to which he had suffered, and only became aware of it, 
when, on the morning of the 16th, it was discovered that he had 
availed himself of the darkness of night, and the prevalence of a 
violent storm of wind and rain, to recross the river. The town was 
immediately reoccupied, >and our positions on the river bank re- 
sumed. 

In the engagement, more than, nine hundred prisoners, and nine 
thousand stand of arms were taken. A large quantity of ammuni- 
tion was found in Fredericksburg. The, extent of our casualties will 
appear from the accompanying report of- the Medical Director. 

We have again *to deplore ihe loss of valuable lives. In Brigadier 
Generals Gregg and Cobb the Confederacy has lost two of its noblest 
citizens, and the army, two of its bravest and most distinguished offi- 
cers. The country consents to the sacrifice of such men as these, 
and the gallant soldiers who fell with them, only to secure the inestima- 
ble blessing they died to obtain. The troops displayed, at Fredericks- 
burg, in a high degree, the spirit and courage that* distinguished them 
throughout the campaign, while the calmness and steadiness with 
which orders were obeyed, and manoeuvres executed, in the midst of 
"battle, evinced the discipline of a veteran army. The artillery ren- 
dered efficient service on every part of the field, and greatly assisted 
in the defeat of the enemy. The batteries were exposed to an unu- 
sually heavy fire of artillery and infantry, which officers and men 
•sustained with a coolness and courage worthy of the highest praise. 
Those on our right being without defensive works, suffered more se- 
verely. ... v>. 

Among those who fell was Lieutenant Colonel Coleman, first regi- 
ment Virginia artillery, who was mortally wounded while bravely 
discharging his duty. 

To the vigilance, boldness and energy r of General .Stuart and his 
cavalry, is chiefly due the early and valuable information • of the 
movements of the enemy.. His reconnoissances frequently extended 



within the Federal lines, resulting in skirmishes and engagements, 
in which the cavalry was greatly distinguished. In the battle of 
Fredericksburg, the cavalry effectually guarded our right, annoying 
the enemy and embarrassing his movements, by hanging on his flank 
and attacking, when -opportunity occurred. The nature of the ground 
and the relative positions of the armies prevented them from doing 
more. # , . « 

To Generals Longstreet and Jackson gr$at praise is due for the 
disposition and management of their respective corps. Their quick 
perception enabled them to discover the projected assaults upon their 
positions, and their ready skill to devise the best means to resist 
them. Besides their services in the field, which every battle of the 
campaign, from Richmond to Fredericksburg has served to illustrate, 
I am also" indebted to them for valuable counsel, both as regards the 
general operations of the army, and the execution of the particular 
measures'adepted/ 

To division and brigade commanders, I must also express my thanks, 
for the prompt, intelligent and determined manner in which they ex- . 
ecuted their several parts 
> To the officers of the general staff, Brigadier General R. H. Chil- 
ton, Adjutant and Inspector General, assisted by Major Peytoo; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Corley, chief quartermaster; Lieutenant Colonel Cole, 
chief commissary ; surgeon Guild, medical director, and Lieutenant 
Colonel E. G. Baldwin, chief of ordnance, were committed the care 
of their respective departments, and the charge of supplying the de- 
mands upon each. They were always in the field,, anticipating as far 
as possible, the wants of the .troops. 

My personal staff were unremittingly engaged in conveying and 
bringing information from all parts of the field. 'Colonel Long was 
particularly useful before and during the battle, in posting and secur- 
ing, the artillery, in which he was. untiringly aided by Captain S. R. 
Johnson, of the provisional engineers ; Majors Talcott and Venable, 
in examining the ground and the approaches of the enemy; Majors 
Taylor and Marshall, in communicating orders and intelligence. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, * 

R. E. LEE, General: 



TO 

GENERAL LEE'S REPORT 

Of the Operations of the Army of Northern Virginia. 



Headquarters Army Northern Virginia, > 
June 24, 1862. \ 

GENERAL ORDERS \ 
No. 76. S 

I. General Jackson's command- will proceed to-morrow from Ash- 
land towards the Slash Church, and encamp at some convenient point 
west of -the Central railroad. Branch's brigade, of A. P. Hill's 
division, will also, to-morrow evening, take position on the Chicka- 
liominy, near Half Sink. At three o'clock, Thursday morning, 26th 
instant, General Jackson will advance on the road leading to Pale 
Green Church, communicating his march to General Branch, who will 
immediately cross the Chickahominy, and take the road leading to 
Mechanicsville. As soon as the movements of these columns are dis- 
covered, General A. P. Hill, with the rest of his division, will cross 
the Chickahominy near. Meadow Bridge, and move direct upon Mechan- 
icsville. To aid his advance, the heavy batteries on the Chickahominy 
will, at the proper time, open .upon the batteries at Mechanicsville. 
The enemy being driven from Mechanicsville, and the passage across 
the bridge opened, General Lbngstreet, with his division ,and that of 
General D. H. Hill, will cross the Chickahominy at or near that point — 
General D. H. Hill moving to the support of General Jackson, and 
General Longstreet supporting General A. P. Hill—^he four divis- 
ions keeping in communication w T ith each other, and moving in echelon 
on separate roads, if practicable ; the left division in advance, with 
•skirmishers and sharpshooters extending in their front, will sweep 
down the Chickahominy and endeavor to drive the enemy from his 
position above New Bridge, General Jackson^ bearing well to his left, 
turning Beaver Dam Creek, and taking the direction towards Cold 
Harbor. They will then press forward towards York River railroad, 
closing upon the enemy's rear and forcing him-* down the Chicka- 
hominy. Any advance of the enemy towards Richmond will be pre- 
vented by vigorously following his rear, and crippling and arresting 
his progress. 



II. The divisions under Generals Huger and. Magruder,'- will hold 
theirpositions in front of the enemy against attack, and make such 
demonstrations, Thursday, as to discover his operations. Should op- 
portunity offer, the-feint will be converted imo a real attack, and 
should an abandonment of his entrenchments by the enemy be dis- 
covered, he will be closely pursued. • 

III. The third Virginia cavalry will observe the Charles City road. 
The fifth Virginia, the first North Carolina, and the Hampton Legion 
cavalry will observe the Darby town, Varina, and Osborne roads. 
Should a movement of the enemy, down the Chickahominy, be dis- 
covered^, they will close upon his flank, and endeavor to arrest his 
march. 

IV. General Stuart, with the first, fourth, and ninth Virginia 
cavalry, the cavalry of Cobb's Legion and the Jeff Davis Legion, will 
cross the Chickahominy, to-morrow, and take position to the left of 
General Jackson's line of march. The main body will be held in 
reserve, with scouts well extended to the front and left. General 
Stuart will keep General Jackson informed of the movements of the 
enemy on his left, and will co-operate with him in his advance. The 
sixteenth Virginia cavalry, Colonel Davis, will remain on the Nine 
Mile road. 

V. General Ransom's brigade, of General Holmes' command, will 
be placed in reserve o$ the Williamsburg road, by General Huger, to 
whom he will report for orders. 4 

VI. Commanders of divisions will cause their commands to be pro- 
vided with three days cooked rations. The necessary ambulances and 
ordnance trains will be ready to accompany the divisions, and receive 
orders from their respective commanders. Officers in charge of all 
trains will invariably remain with them. Batteries and wagons will 
keep on the right of the road. The chief engineer, Major Stevens, 
will assign engineer officers to each division, whose duty it will be to 
make provision for overcoming all difficulties to the progress of the 
troops. The staff departments will give the necessary instructions to 
facilitate the movements herein directed. 

By command of General Lee, 

R. II . CHILTON, 

A. A. General. . 

Official : 

T, M. B+ Talcott, 

. Major and Aid-de~Camp. 



Headquarter^ Armv Northern Virginia, ) 
August 19, 1863. J 

SPECIAL ORDER > 
No. 185. J 

I. General Longstreet's command, constituting the right wing of 
the army, will cross the Rapidan at Raccoon ford, and move in the di- 
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rection of CulpepSr Court House. General Jackson's command, con- 
stituting the' left wing, will cross at Summerville ford, and move in 
the same direction, keeping on the left of General Longstreet. Gen- 
eral Anderson's divisidn will cross at Summerville ford, follow the 
route of General Jackson, and act in reserve. The battalion of light 
artillery, under Colonel S. D. Lee, will take, the same route. The 
cavalry, under General Stuart, will cross at Morton's ford, pursue the 
r.OTjte by Stevensburg to Rappahannock Station, destroy the railroad 
bridge, cut the enemy's communications, telegraph line, and, operat- 
ing towards Culpeper Court House, wi\l take position on General 
Longstreet's right 

II. The commanders of each wing will designate the reserve for 
their commands. Medical and ammunition wagons will alone follow 
the troops across the Bapidan. The baggage and supply trains will 
be prarked under their respective officers, in secure positions on the 
south side, so as not to embarrass the different roads. 

III. Cooked rations for three days will be carried in the haversacks 
of the men, and provision must be made for foraging, the animals. 

* Straggling from the ranks is strictly prohibited, and commanders will 
make arrangements to secure and punish the offenders. 

IV. The movements herein directed will commence to-morrow, 20th 
instant, at dawn of day. 

By command of General R. E. Lee." 

A. P. MASON, A. A. G. 

Official : 

Charles Marshall, Major and A. D. C. 0 



[4.] 

Headquarters Crenshaw's Farm, August* 19, 1862. . 
General J. E. B. Stuart, 

Commanding cavalry : 
General : I desire you to rest your men to-day, refresh your horses, 
prepare rations, and everything for the march to-morrow. Get what in- 
formation you can of fords, roads and position of enemy, so that your 
march can be made understanding^ and with vigoi. I send to you 
Captain Mason, an experienced bridge builder, &c, whom 1 think will 
be able to aid.you in the destruction of the bridge, ,&c. When that 
is accomplished, or when in train of execution, as circumstances per- 
mit, I wish you to operate back towards Culpeper Court House, creat- 
ing such confusion and consternation as you can, without unnecessa- 
rily exposing your men, till you feel Longstreet's right. Take posi- 
tion there on his right, and hold yourself in reserve, and act as cir- 
cumstances may require. I wish* to know during the day how you 
proceed in your preparations. They will require the personal atten- 
tion of all your officers. The last reports from the signal stations 
yesterday evening, were that the enemy was breaking up h|s princi- 
pal encampments, and moving in direction of Culpeper Court House. 
Very respectfully, &c. 

R. E. LEE, Gme-al. 
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Headquarters, 19th August, 1862, 4 3-4, P. M. 

General J. E. B. Stuart,. 

Commanding cavalry ; 

General: I have just returned from Clarke's mountain. The t>n- 
emy, as far as I can discover, is retreating on the road to Fredericks- 
burg. His route is certainly north of Stevensburg, and is thought 
to be through Brandy Station, over the Rappahannock,-by Kelley's 
ford. You will, therefore, have to bear well to your right after cross- 
ing the Rapidan, unless you can get other information. ' I propose to 
start the troops at the rising of the moon to-morrow morning, which 
will give the men and horses a little rest"; and I believe we shall make 
.more than by starting at night. It is so late now, that they could 
not get off before. The order for to-morrow you will consider modi- 
fied as above. If you can get information of the route of the enemy, 
»you will endeavor to cut him* off, otherwise, make for Kelly's ford 
over the Rappahannock. Send back all information you can gather. 
I shall cross at Summerville ford, and follow in the route of the 
troops towards Brandy Station. If you can get off earlier than the 
time I have appointed, to advantage, do so. 

• Very respectfully, &c.,. 

R. E. LEE, General. 
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LIST OF CASUALTIES at Cedar Run Mountain, August 9, 1862. 



IlBGIMKNT. 


Brigade. 


l>IVISlON, 


Killed. 


\\ OUNDED. 


Total. 




Winder's. 


tfaokson's. 


1 


7 


8* 




• * *> * 


44 


3 


6 


9 




44 




3 


20 


23 




C( 




3 


.... 


3 




41 






lb 


15 




44 


«* 




3 


3 




Jones', 


44 


37 


85 


122 




n 


44 


36 


71 


107 




44 


44 


18 


44 


62 










10 


ID 




Taliaferro's, 


44 


6 


37 


43 




V 




3 


, 15 


18 




't 


« 


12 


76 


88 




44 


44 


12 


76 


88 




i« 


44 . 


12 1 


61 


73 




Starke's, 


44 


.... 


5 


5 




44 


44 


2 


4 


6 






44 


2 


5 


7 ' 






44 




2 


2 






" 


i 


3 


4 




Hi 


44 


l 


9 


10 




A V#, 


44 


.r.. 


2 


2 




Ashbys. 


44 




16 ' 


16 






44 


i 


2 


3 


Maj. Andrews, chief of artillery. 








1 


* 


13th Virginia 


Early's. 


E well's. 


2 


32 


34 


25th Virginia 




14 


1 


24 


25 






* 1< 


3 


i7 


20 • 








3 


10 


13 


58th Virginia 




44 


2 


28 


30 




Trimble's. 


. 44 


7 


33 


40 






n 




2 


2 




44 






3 


/ 3 




Branch's. .. 


A. P. H ill's 


.... 

6 


30 


36 


7th North Carolina 


it 


(( 




1 


2 


28ih North Carolina.: 


«S 




8 


26 » 


29 




41 


(( 


2 


13 


15 


18th North Carolina 


(1 


i; 


% 1 


13 


14 




archer's. 


CI 


4 


20 


24 


7th Tennessee 


« 


(t 


4 


30 


34 






C( 


3 


31 


34 




■ c 


• I. 


1 


S 


9 


19th Georgia 


Ttomas'. 


u 


4 


27 


31 


45th Georgia .' 


(t 


it 


7 


41 


48 




<( 


(4 


9 


. 41 


. 50 




it 


. <( • 


4 


24 


28 


55th# Virginia....'... * 


u 






2 


2 


4<Hh Virginia... 


ii 
(( 


« 

* ct 

c: 


2 


4 

"i2 


4 
7 

H, 


2ud Virginia battalion 


Purcell's battery 




Total 






229 


1,017 


1,276 



Official copy of report of Medical Director Guild. * 

CHARLES MARSHALL, 
4 ' Major and A. J). (7. 
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LIST OF CASUALTIES in various minor engagements at or near 
Manassas, and' elsewhere, 1862. 



■ Regiment. 



Holcomb Legion.. . 

17th S. C 

18th 8. C 

22d S. C 

Wash. Artillery.... 

6th Texas 

Ash by Artillery 

6th Va. Cavalry 

7th Va. Cavalry 

12th Va Cavalry.. 

2 1 Va. Cavalry 

Clh Va. Ci'.vaJfcy'. . . 
12th Va. Cavalry... 
6th Va. Cavalry*.... 

6t*i Va. Cavalry 

2d Va. Cavalrv 

12oh Va. Cavalrv.*. 
17th Va. Cavalry... 

2d Va. Cavalry 



2d Va. Cavalry.. 



12' h Va. Cavalry... 

2dVa. Cavalry 

1st, 2d and 5th Cav. EHtz Lee's, 

4th Va Cavalrv " 

15th and 9th Va. C. | W. II. F. Lee 
Ilarvy's Artillery. . I u 

Hampton's, 



Brigade. 



Evans', 



Hood's, 
Robertson's, 



Division. 



Loi>gst reefs. 



Stuart's, 



Killed. 



Wounded,. 



25 
3 

22 
20 
14 
10 



21*9 



Total. 



1 

'1 

2 
4 
1 

34 



271 



N&me and Date of En- 
gagement. 



Rappahannock, Aug. 23. 



Freeman's Ford, Aug.. 23 
Rappahannock, Aug.. 21. 
Brandy Station, A eg. 20. 

<( <( 
Fauquier Springs, Aug. 23 
41 ♦ " 

u a 
Catletfs Station, Aug. 23. 
Waterloo Bridge, Aug 25 
Brietoe Station, Autr. 28. 
Sudley Millsf Ann. 28. 
Bull Run, Aug. 31. 
\ Manassas, -Aug. SO. 
} Leesbursr, Va , Sept. 2. 
\ PooiesvMe, Md., Sept 8 
} Jeftereon, Md , Sept. 13. 
Poolesville, Md., Sept. 8. 
Crampton Gap, Sept. 14.* 
In a raid in December. 
Fredericksburg, Dec. 



In various engagement 



LIST OF CASUALTIES at Manassas Thins, in August, 1862. 



Regiment. 



1st Virginia 

7th Virginia.* 

17th Virginia 

24th Virginia.,. \ 

11th Virginia 

28th Virginia 

8th Virginia T. . 

18 f h Virginia 

56th Virginia 

6tL South Carolina 

Palmetto Sharpshooters.. 

1st South Carolina 

nd South Carolina 

5th South Carolina 

lath South Carolina 

61st Geo 'gin 

8th Georgia , 

9th Georgia* 

7th Georgia 

llth Georgia 

lf»i G«"0£*ia , 

15th Georgia... « 

2d Georgia , 

17th Georgia 

20th Georyia , 

18th Georgia , 

Hampton Legion , 

1st Texas %. 



Carried forward. 



Brigade. 



Kemper's, 
it 

Pickett's (old) 

Jenkin's' 
a * 

n 

Drayton's, 
* Andereon'p, 

k 

Toombs', 
Wofford'B, 



Division 



Tickett'e, 



Mc Laws', 
Kood'a, 



Lilled. 



13 
16 
30 

9 
. 2 

3 



8 
12 
20 
2 1 ) 
27 

6 

10 
19 
19 
11 
10 



' 285 



Wounded. 



22 
53 
So 
67 
f*4 
52 
22 
33 
12 
102 
52 
£4 
49 
37 
18 
9 
54 
116 
100. 
178 
77 
48 
51 
82 
113 
114 
63 
18 



1,725 
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MA NA SSA S— Continued. 



Regiment. 



^ Brought forward . . . 

6th Texas 

4th Texas..:.. 

4th Alabama 

Uth JJisHiss'ippi 

2d Mississippi 

6th North Carolina 

Washington ArtiJlyy.... 

6»h Virginia 

12th Virginia 

16th Virginia 

41st Virginia - 

48rh Georgia 

22d Georgia......... 

3d Georgia 

44th Georgia 

2d Florida 

8th Florida 

30th Virginia 

14th Alabama - 

llolci»rab's Legion 

18th South Carolina 

23d South Carolina 

17th South Carolina.... . 
Lee's Battalion Artillery. . 

2d Virginia,* 

4th Virginia 

5th Virginia 

27th Virginia 

33d Virginia , 

BUterifR 

lft Virginia BajttaJion 

21 *t Virginia 

48th Virginia... 

42d Vi rgfnia . ...... ,\ .. . .'. 

10th Virginia 

23d Virginia. 

37th Virginia ^ 

47th Alabama 

48th Alabama 

Batteries 

2d Louisiana 

15th Louisiana 

1st Louisiana 

10th Louisiana 

9th Louisiana 

Batteries 

13th Georgia 

26th Georgia 

31et Georgia. .. -. 

38th Georgia 

60th Georgia...... 

61at Georgia.. 

8th Louisiana. 

13th Virginia 

25th Virginia..... 

31st Virginia 

49th Virginia 

44th Virginia 

521 Virginia 

68th Virginia 

21st Georgia [ 

20th Norta Carolina 

15th Alabama 

12th Georgia 

221 North Carolina 

16th North Carplina 

38th North Cai olina 

34th North Carolina 

55th Virginia 

47th Virginia 

21. Virginia Battalion.,..'. 

Batteries , . 

33d North Carolina 

7th North Carolina 

28th North Carolina 

37th North Carolina 

18th North Carolina 



Carried forward. 



Brigade. 



Woifon; 1 *, 
Laws', 



Mahone's, 



Wright's, 



Evans' 



Winder's, 
u 

(I 

Jones', 
i (( 

Taliaferro's, 

(c 
it 

ti 

Starke's, 

<i 
(i 

* (i 
ii 

Law ton's, 



Tlays', 
Early' ^ 



Trimble's, 
ii 
ii 
ii 

Tender's, 

.u 

Field's,* 

ti 
• << 
Branch's, 



Division. 



Hood's, 



Killed. Wounded. 



Anderson'* 



Jackson's, 



LweU's, 



A . P, Hill's, 



285 
15 
22 
18 
4 
17 
6 
1 
12 



10. 
13 



24 
27 
27 
18 



4 
19 
14 

4 



11 

4 

3 

22 
4 

9 
37. 
7 



11 

7 
6 
1 



1 

10 
4 

38 
24 
21 
2 
6 
8 
2 
2 
3 




1.725 
'224, 
77 
45- 
55 

• 80 
71 
9 
49* 
60 
47. 
34 
61 
50 
29 
22 



44 
131 
. 86 

322 
161 

6 
73 
78 
91 
23 
81 

2 
19 

9 
20 
54 
23 
13 
36 
25 

*! 



53 
47 
31 
71 
5 

19 

87- 

a7 

68 
101 

52 

46 

40 

28 

20 t 

15 

14 

51* 

13 
146 

60 

91 
3 

57 

44 



45 
72 
11 



5,387 



Si 



MANASSAS— Continued. 



Regiment. 



Brigade. 



Brought forward. 

let South Carolina 

13th South Carolina 

14feh South Carolina... 
6th Louisiana 



Gregg's, 



Hayb', 



6th Louisiana. 

7th Louisiana 1 " 

19th Georgia ! Thomas', 

14*th Georgia "... ' " • 

35th Georgia " 

45th Georgia t 

49th Georgia * I " 

1th Tennessee Archer'*, 

14th Tennessee ,l 

5th Alabama Battalton " 

1st Tennessee " 



Division. 



A. P. Bill's, 



K well's, 



A. P. Hill's, 



Killed. 



14 

19 
1 
7 

. 17 
1 
1 



7 

* 12 

o 

3 
2 
4 

1,09U 



Wounded. 



5,387 
174 
117 
40 
13 
36 
21 

1 

62 
35 
56 
24 
45 
17 
53 



6,154 



Total 



6,373 
1S8 
136 
41 
20 
53 
22 
29 
52 
70 
42 
68 
26 
48 
19 
57 

1^44 



« 
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RECAPITULATION- of the Casualties in the First and Second 
Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, in the Battle of Figdericks- 
burg, December, 1865. 



Corps. 


Division. . 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Total 


1 


Anderson's, 

Pickett's, 

Ransom's, 

Hood's, 

McLaws', 

Washington Artillery, 
Stuart's cavalry, 
A. P. Hill's, . 
D. H. Hill's, 
Ewell's, 
Taliaferro's, 


v iif'V 

. 49 
17 

3 

211 

26 
'86 
6 


46 
463 
294 
464 
22 
13 
1,408 
146 
633 
167 


i no 
46 

508 
343 
481 
26 
13 
1,619 
172 
719 
172 




i 


458 


. 3,743 


4,201 




BATTLES OF PORT REPUBLIC AND CROSS-REVS. 



REPORT OF- GENERAL JACKSON. 



Headquarters Second Army Corps, A. N. Va., 

April \4th,< 1863. 
• * . 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, A. A, and I. (?., 

Headquarters Department Northern Va. : 

General : I have the honor herewith to submk to you a report of 
the battle of Port Republic, fought on the 8th and 9th of June, 
1862. . # 

Having, through the blessing of an ever kind Providence, passed 
Strasburg before the Federal armies, under Generals Shields and Fre- 
mont, effected'the contemplated junction in my rear,«as referred to in 
the report of the battle of Winchester, I continued to move up*,th<) 
Valley turnpike, leaving Strasburg on ~ the evening of the 1st of 
June. The cavalry, under Brigadier General' George* H. Stewart, 
brought up the rear. Fremont's 'advance, which had been near us 
during the day, soon ascertained that our retreat had been resumed, 
and, pursuing after dark, succeeded, by replying, when challenged, 
"Ashby's cavalry," in approaching so near our rear guard* as to attack 
it. The sixth Virginia cavalry, being ^nearest to the enemy, was 
thrown into confusion and suffered some loss. Disorder was also to 
some extent ^communicated to the 1 second Virginia cavalry, but its 
commander, Colonel Munford, soon reformed it, and gallantly drove 
back the Federals and captured some of their number. 

From information received respecting Shields' movements, and 
from the fact .that he had been in possession of BVont Royal for over- 
forty-eight hours, and had hot Acceeded in effecting a junction with 
Fremont, as originally designed, I -became apprehensive that he was 
moving via Luray, for the purpose of reaching New Market, on # my 
line of retreat, before my command should arrive "there. To avoid 
such a result, I caused White House bridge, which was upon his as- 
sumed line of march, over the south fork of the Shenandoah river to 
New Market, to be burnt ; and also Columbia bridge, which was a 
few miles further up the river. On the 2d of June, the enemy's ad- 
vance came within artillery range of, and commenced shelling our 
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rear guard, which caused most of the cavalry, and* that part of its 
artillery nearest the enemy, to retreat in disorder. This led General 
Ashby to one of those acts of personal heroism and prompi resource 
which strikingly marked hii character. Dismounting from his horse, he 
collected from' the road a small body of infantry from those who, from 
fatigue, were straggling behind their commands, and posting them in 
a piece of wood near the turnpike, he awaited the advance of the Fed- 
eral cavalry, now pushing forward to reap the fruits of the panic pro- 
duced by the shells. As they approached within easy range, he 
poured such an effective fire into their ranks as to empty a number of 
saddles and check their further pursuit for that day. Having trans- 
ferred the second and sixth Virginia cavalry to Ashby, he was placed 
in command* of the rear guard. On the 3d, after my command had 
crossed the bridge over the Shenandoah, near Mount Jackson, General 
Ashby was ordered to destroy it, which he barely succeeded in* ac- 
complishing before the Federal forces reached the opposite bank of 
she river. Here his horse was killed by the enemy, and he made a 
very narrow escape with his -life. 

We reached Harrisonburg at an early hour on the morning of the 
5th, and, passing beyond that town, turned towards'the east in the di- 
rection of Port Republic. On the 6th, General Ashby took position 
on the road between Harrisonburg and Port Republic, and received a 
spirited charge from a portion of the enemy's cavalry, which resulted 
in the repulse of the enemy, aild the capture of Colonel Wyndham 
and sixty-three others.. 

Apprehending that the Federals would make a more serious attack, 
Ashby called far an infantry support. The brigade of General Geo. 
H. Stewart w r as accordingly ordered forward. In a short time the 
fifty-eighth Virginia regiment became engaged with a Pennsylvania 
regiment called the Bucktails, when Colonel Johnson, of the first 
Maryland regiment, coming up in . the hottest period of the fire, 
charged gallantly into its flank and drove the enemy, with heavy loss, 
from 'the field, capturing Lieutenant Colonel Kane, commanding. In 
this skirmish our infantry loss* wa3 seventeen (17) killed, fifty (50) 
wounded, and three missing. In this affair General Turner Ashby 
was killed. An official report is not an appropriate place for more* 
than a passing notice of the distinguished dead ; but the close rela- 
tion'which General Ashby bore to my- command for most of the pre- 
vious twelve months, will justify me in saying that as a partisan offi- 
cer I never knew his superior. His daring was proverbial ; his 
powers of endurance almost incredible ; his tone of character heroic, ' 
and his sagacity almost intuitive in divining the purposes and 
Movements of the enemy! » * 

The main body of my command had now reached the vicinity of 
Port Republic. The village is situated in the angle formed by the 
junction of the North and South rivers, tributaries of the south fork 
of the Shenandoah. Over the larger and deeper of those two streams, 
the North river, there was a wooden bridge, connecting the town with 
the road leading to Harrisonburg. Over the South river there was 
a passable ford. The troops more immediately under my own eye 
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were encamped on the high ground north . of the village, about a mile 
from the river. General Ewell was some four miles distant, near the 
road leading from Harrisonburg to Port Republic. General Fremont 
had arrived with his forces in the vicinity of Harrisonburg, and Gen- 
eral Shields was moving up the east side of the south fork of the 
Shenandoah, , and was then at Conrad's store, some fifteen miles be- 
low Port^ Republic, my position being about equi-distant from both 
hostile armies. To prevent a junction of the two Federal armies, I 
had cau^d tire bridge over the south fork of the Shenandoah at Con- 
rad's store to be destroyed. Intelligence having been received "that 
Gen, Shields was advancing further up the river, Captain Sipe, with a 
small cavalry force, was sent down during the night of the 7th to 
verify the report and gain such other information res'pecting the 
enemy as he could. Captain G. W. Myers, of the cavalry, was sub- 
sequently directed to move with his company in the same direction 
for the purpose of supporting Captain Sipe, if necessary. The next 
morning Captain Myers' company came rushing" back in disgraceful 
disorder, announcing that the Federal forces were in close pursuit. 
Captain Chipley and his company of cavalry, which was in town, also 
shamefully fled. The brigades, of Generals Taliaferro and Winder 
were soon under arms, and ordered to occupy positions immediately 
north of the bridge. By this time the Federal cavalry, accompanied 
by artillery, were in sight, and, after directing a few shots towards th$ 
bridge, they crossed South river, and dashing into the village, plauted 
one of their pieces at the southern entrance of the bridge. In the 
meantime the batteries of Wooding, Poague and Carpenter were being 
placed in position, and General Taliaferro's brigade having reached 
the vicinity of the bridge, was ordered to charge across, capture the 
pie'ee, and occupy the town. Whilst one of Poague's pieces was re- 
( turning the fire of that of the enemy at the far end of the bridge, the 
thirty-seventh Virginia regiment, Colonel Fulkerson, after delivering 
its fire, gallantly charged over the bridge, captured the gun, and fol- 
lowed by the other regiments of the brigade, entered the town/ and 
dispersed and drove back the Federal cavalry. Another piece of ar- 
tillery, with which the Federals had advanced, was abandoned and sub- 
sequently fell into our hands. 

About this time, a considerable body of infantry was seen advancing * 
up the same road. Our batteries opened with marked effect upon the 
retreating cavalry and advancing infantry. In a short time the in- 
fantry followed the cavalry, falling back to Lewis', three miles down 
the river, pursued for a mile by our batteries on the opposite bank, 
when the enemy disappeared in the wood around a bend in the road. 
This attack of General Shields had hardly been repulsed, before Ewell* 
was^serioutfly engaged with Fremont, moving on the opposite side of 
the river. The enemy pushed forward driving in the fifteenth Ala- 
bama, Colonel Canty, from their .post on picket. This regiment made 
a gallant resistance, which so far checked the Federal advance as to 
afford to General Ewell time for the choice of his position at leisure." 

His ground was well selected, on a commanding ridge, a rivulet and 
largo field of open ground in*front, wood on both flunks, and his line 
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intersected near its centre by the road leading to Port Republic. 
General Trimble's brigade was pasted on the right, somewhat in ad- 
vance of his centre. The batteries of Courtnay, Lusk, Brocken- 
brough, and Rains in the centrt\ General Stewart's briga(ie on the 
left, and General Elzey's brigade in rear of the centre, and in position 
to strengthen either wing. Both wings were in the wood. 

About ten o'clock, the enemy threw, out his skirmishers, and shortly 
after posted his artillery opposite to our batteries. The artillery fire 
was kept up with 'great animation and spirit on both sides^ for several 
hours. In the meantime a brigade of Federal forces advanced under 
cover, upon the right, occupied by General Trimble, who reserved his' . 
fire until they reached the crest of the hill, in easy range cf his 
musketry, when h«e poured a deadly fire from his whole front, # under 
which they fell back. Observing a battery about being posted on the 
enemy's left, half a mile in front, General Trimble, novr supported by 
the thirteenth and twenty-fifth Virginia regiments, of ElzeyY bri- 
gade, pushed forward fo.r the purpose of taking it,' but found it with- 
drawn before he reached the spot, having, in the meantime, some spirited 
skirmishing with its infantry supports. General Trimble had now 
advanced more than a mile from his cfriginal position, while the Fed- 
eral advance had fallen back to the ground occupied by them in the 
morning. 

General Taylor, of the eighth brigade of Louisiana troops, having 
arrived from the vicinity of the bridge, at Port Republic, towards 
which he had moved in the morning, reported to General Ewell about 
two* P. M , and^was placed in rear. Colonfcl Patton, with the forty- 
second and forty-eighth Virginia regiments, and first battalion of 
Virginia, regulars, also joined, and, with the remainder of General 
Elzey's brigade, was added to the centre and left, then supposed to be 
threatened. General Ewell having been informed by Lieutenant 
Heinrichs, of the engineer corps, who had been sent out to reconnoitre, 
that the enemy was^moving a large column on his left, did not advance 
at once ; but subsequently ascertaining that no attack was designed 
by the force referred to, jie advanced, drove in the enemy's skirmishers 
and, when night closed, was in position on ground previously held by, 
the enemy. During this fight Brigadier Generals Elzey and Stewart 
were wounded, and disabled from command. « 

This engagement with Fremont has generally been known as the 
battle of Cross-Keys, in which our troops were commanded by Gene- 
ral Ewell. I had remained at Port Republic during the principal 
part of the 8th, expecting a renewal (# the attack. As no movement 
was made by General Shields to renew the action that day, I deter- 
mined to take the initiative and attack him the following morning. 

Accordingly, General Ewell was directed to move from his«position 
at an early hour, on the morning of the 9th, towards Port Republic, 
leaving General Trimble with his brigade, supported by Colonel Pat- 
ton with the forty-second Virginia 'infantry and the first battalion of 
Virginia regulars, to hold Fremont in check, with instructions if hard 
pressed to retire across the North river, and burn the bridge in their 
xear. Soon after ten o'clock, General Trimble with the^ last of our 
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forces had crossed the. North river, and the bridge was destroyed. In 
the meantime, before five in the morning, General Winder's brigade 
was in Port Republic, and having crossed the South Fork, by a tem- 
porary wa^on bridge, placed there for the purpose, was -moving down 
the River road to attack the for.ces of General Shields. Advancing 
a mile and a half, he encountered the Federal pickets and drove them 
in. 

The enerriy had judiciously selected his position for defence. Upon 
a rising ground near the Lewis House, he had planted six guns which 
commanded the" road from Port Republic, and swept; the plateau for a 
considerable distance in front. As General Winder moved forward 
his brigade, a rapid and^severe fire of shell was opened upon it 'Capt, * 
Poague, with two Parrott guns, was promptly placed.in position on the 
left of the road to engage, and if possible dislodge the Federal battery. 
Captain Carpenter was sent fo the right to select 'a position for his 
battery, but finding it impracticable to drag it through the dense un- 
dergrowth, it was brought back, and part of it placed near Poague. 
The artillery fire was well sustained by our batteries, but found un- 
equal to that of the enemy. In the meantime. Winder being now 
reinforced by the seventh. Louisiana regiment, Colonel Hays, seeing 
no mode of silencing the Federal battery, or escaping its destructive 
missiles but by a rapid* charge, and the capture of it, advanced with 
great boldness for some distance, but encountered such a heavy fire 
©f artillery and small arms as greatly to disorganize his command, 
which fell back in* disorder. The enemy advanced across the field, 
and, by a heavy musketry fire, forced, back our infantry supports, in 
consequence of which our guns had to retire. The enemy's advance 
was checked by a spirited attack upon their 'flank, by the fifty-eighth 
and fifty-fourth Virginia regiments., directed by General Ewell and 
led by Colonel Scott, although his command was .afterwards driven' 
back to the woods with* severe loss. The batteries were all safely 
withdrawn except one of Captain Poague's six-pounder guns, which* 
was carried off by the enemy. 

Whilst Winder's command was in this critical condition, the gallant 
and successful attack of General Taylor on the Federal left and rear, 
directed attention from the front, and -lead to a concentration of their 
foroe upon him. Moving to the right' along the mountain acclivity, 
through a rough and tangled forest, and much disordered by .the rap- 
idity and obstructions of the march, Taylor emerged with his com- 
mand from the wood, just as the loud cheers of the enemy had 
proclaimed their success in froft ; and although assailed by a supe- 
rior force in front and flank, with their guns in position within point 
blank range, th'e charge was gallantly made, and the battery, consist- 
ing of six guns, fell into our hands. Three times was this battery 
lost and won in the desperate* and determined efforts to capture and 
recover it. After holding the batteries for a short time, a fresh brig- 
ade of the enemy advancing .upon nis flank, made a vigorous and well 
conducted attack upon him, accompanied by a galling fire of canister 
from a piece suddenly brought into position,^ at a distance of about 
three b»*ndrH 2nd fifty yards. Under thte combined attack, Taylor 
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fell back to the skirt of the wood, near which the captured battery 
was stationed, and from that point continued his fire upon the advanc- 
ing enemy, who succeeded in recapturing one of the guns, which he 
carried off, leaving both caisson and limber. The enemy, now occu- 
pied with Taylor* halted his advance to the front. Winder made a 
renewed effort to rally his command, and succeeding, with the seventh 
Louisiana, under Major Penn, (the Colonel and Lieutenant Colonel 
having been carried from the field wounded,) and the fifth Virginia 
regiment, CoL Funk^he placed part of Poague's battery in the position 
previously occupied by it, and- again opened upon the enemy, who were 
moving against Taylor's left flank, apparently to surround him in the 
wood. Chew's battery now reported, and was placed in position, and 
did good service. Soon after, guns frQm the batteries of Brocken- 
brough, Courtnay and Rains, were brought forw ard and placed in po- 
sition.. Whilst these movements were in progress on the left and 
front, Colonel Scott, having rallied his command, led them,- under the 
orders of General Ewell, to the support cf General Taylor, who, 
pushing forward with the reinforcements just received, and assisted by 
the well-directed fire of our artillery, forced the enemy to fa\\ back, 
which was soon followed by his precipitate retreat, leaving many 
killed and wounded upon the field. General Taliaferro, who the pre- 
vious day had^ occupied the town, was directed to continue to do so 
with part of his troops; and, with the remainder, to hold the elevated 
position on the north side of the river, for the purpose of co-operat- 
ing, if necessary, with General Trimble, and prevent his being cut 
off from the main body of the army by, the destruction of the bridge 
in his rear. But finding the resistance more obstinate than J antici-" 
pated, orders were sent to Taliaferro and Trimble to join the main 
body, Taliaferro came up in time to discharge an effective volley 
into the ranks of the wavering and retreating enemy. The pursuit 
was continued some five miles beyond the battle-field by Generals 
Taliaferro and Winder with their brigades and portions of the bat- 
teries of W r ooding and Caskie. , Colonel Munford, with cavalry and- 
some artillery, advanced about three miles beyond the other troops. 
Our forces captured in the pursuit about four* hundred and fifty (450) 
prisoners, some wagons, one piece of abandoned artillery, and about 
eight hundred muskets. Some two hundred and seventy-five (275) 
wounded were paroled in the hospitals near Port Republic. 

Whilst the forces of Shields were in full retreat, and our troops in 
pursuit, Fremont appeared on the opposite bank of the south fork of 
the Shenandoah, with his army, and opened his artillery upon- our 
ambulances, and parties engaged in the humane labors iof attending 
to our dead and wounded, and the dead and wounded of the enemy c . 
The next day, withdrawing his forces, he retreated down the- Valley. 

On -the morning of the 12th, Munford entered Harrisonburg,, 
where, in addition to wagons, medical stores and camp equipage, he 
captured some two" hundred small arm3^ At that point there also fell; 
into our' hands about two hundred of Fremont's men, many of them 
severely wounded on the 8tb, and most of the others had been left 
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behind as sick. The Federal surgeons attending them were released, 
and those under their care paroled. 

The official reports of the casualties of the battle show a loss of 
sixteen (16) officers killed, sixty-seven (67) wounded, and two (2) 
missing ; one hundred and seventeen (1 17) non-comthissioned officers 
and privates killed, eight hundred and sixty-two (862) wounded, and 
thirty-two missing, making a total loss of one thousand and ninety- 
six, ( 1,096,) including skirmishers on the 6th; since evacuation of 
Winchester, one thousand one hundred and sixty-seven, (1,167;) also 
one piece of artillery. If we add to the prisoners captured on tho 
6th and 9th, those who were paroled at Harrisonburg, and in hospi- 
tals in the vicinity of Pqrt Republic, it will make the number of the 
enemy who fell in.to our possession about nine hundred and seventy- 
five, (97$,) exclusive of his killed', and such of his wounded as ho 
removed. * The small arms, taken on the 9th, and at Harriscflgburg, 
numbered about one thousand (1,000.) We captured seven pieces of 
artillery, with their caissons and all of their limbers, except one. 
The conduct of the officers and men, during the action, merits the 
highest praise. 

During the battle, I received valuable assistance, in the transmis- 
sion of orders, from the following members of my staff : Colonel Ab- 
ner Smead, Assistant Inspector General; Major R. L. Dabney, 
Assistant Adjutant General; first Lieutenant A. S. Pendleton, A. D. 
C. ; first Lieutenant H. K. Douglass, Assistant Inspector General ; 
first Lieutenant J. K. Boswell, Chief Engineer, and Colonel William 
L. Jackson, volunteer A. D. C. The Medical Director, Dr. Hunter 
McGuire, gave special attention to the comfort and treatment of the 
wounded. Major W. J. # Hawks, chief commissary, and Major J. A. 
Harman, chief quartermaster, had their departments in good condi- 
tion. For further information respecting the conduct, of officers and 
men who distinguished themselves, as well as for a more detailed ac- 
count of the movement of troops, I would respectfully refer you to the 
accompanying official reports of other officers. 

I forward, herewith, two maps, by Mr. J. Hotchkiss, one giving 
the route of the army during the retreat from Strasburg to Port Re- 
public, and the other of the battle-field. 

On the 12th, the troops recrossed South river, and # encamped near 
Weyer's Cave For the purpose of rendering thanks to God for 
having crowned our arms with success, and to implore His continued 
favor, divine service was held in the army on the 1 4th. 

The army remained near Weyer's Cave until the 17th, when, 'in 
obedience to instructions from the commanding General of the De- 
partment, it moved towards Richmond. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. J. JACKSON, . 

Lieutenant General. 



GENERAL EWELL'S REPORT OF THE BATTLE OF CROSS- 
KEYS,. JUNE 8, 1862. 



t Headquarters Third Division, Valley* District, > 

* June 16, 1862. J 

Major R. L. Dabney, • 
Assistant Adjutant General, Valley District : 

Major ;. I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
action of the 8th instant at Cross-Keys, between the division com- 
mandod by me and the forces under Major General Fremont. I was 
ordered on the 7th, by the General commanding, to occupy the ad r 
yarrce, and my division encamped for that night* near Union church. 
The enemy made a reconnoissance in the afternoon, and, going for- 
ward, I found General Elzey drawing up his own and General 
Taylor's brigades in position. I at once determined to meet the 
enemy on- the ground selected by General Elzey. 

On the morning of the 8th, the enemy advanced, driving in the 
fifteenth Alabama, Colonel Cantey, from their post on picket. The 
regiment made a gallant resistance, enabling me to .take position at 
leisure. The camp fires left by the regiment — no tents or anything 
else — were the camps from which the enemy report to have driven us. 
At this time I had present Elzey's, Trimble's and Stewart's brigades, 
short of five thousand men — Taylor's having been ordered to Port 
Republic. The general* features of the ground were a valley and 
rivulet in my front, woods on both flanks, and a field of some hun- 
dreds of a^ies, where the road crossed the centre of my line. My 
side of the valley 'being more defined and commanding the other. 

General Trimble's brigade was posted a little in advance of my 
centre, on the right; General Elzey in rear of the centre, and Gen- 
eral Stewart on the left. The artillery was in the centre. Both 
wings were in woods. The centre was weak, having open ground in 
front, where the enemy w r as not expected. General Elzey was in po- 
sition to strengthen either wing. P 

About ten, the enemy felt along my fronl w r ith skirmishers, and 
shortly after posted his artillery, chiefly opposite mine. He advanced, 
under cover, on General Trimble, with a force, according to his own 
statement, of two brigades, which were repulsed with such signal loss 
that they did not make another determined effort. General Trimble 
had b^een reinforced by the thirteenth and twenty-fifth Virginia regi- 
ments, Colonel Walker and Lieutenant Colonel, DufTey, of General 
Elzey's brigade. These regiments assisted in the repulse of the ene- 
my. General Trimble, in turn, advanced and drove the enemy more 
than a mile, and remained on his flank ready to make the final attack. 
General Taylor, with the eighth ^igade, composed of Louisiana 
troops, reported about two, P. M., and was placed in rear. Colonel 
Patton, with* the forty-second and forty-eighth regiments, and Irish 
battalion, Virginia volunteers, also joined, and, with the remainder of 
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General Elzey's brigade, was added to the centre andleft, then threat- 
ened. I did not push ray success at once, because I had no cavalry, 
and it was reported and reaffirmed by Lieutenant Heinrich's topo- 
graphical engineers, sent to reconnoitre, that the enemy was'moving 
a large column two miles to my left. As soon as I could determine 
this not to- be an attack, I advanced both my wings, drove in the ene- 
my's skirmishers, and, when night closed, was in position on the 
ground previously held by the enemy, ready to attack him at dawn. 

My troops were recalled to join in the attack at Port Republic. 
The enemy's attack was decided by four, P. M.,,it being principally 
directed against General Trimble, and, though from .their own state- • 
ment thsy outnumbered us on that flank two to one, it had signally 
failed. General Trimble's command, including the two regiments on 
bis right, under Colonel Walker, is efntitled to the highest praise for 
the gallant manner in which it ropulsed the enemy's main attack, 
His brigade captured one of their colors. As before mentioned, the 
credit of selecting the position is due to General Elzey^ I availed 
myself frequently during the action of that officer's counsel, profiting 
largply by his known military skill and judgment. He .was much 
exposed. His hdrse was wounded early -in the action, and at a later 
period of the day was killed by a rifle ball, which^at^the same time 
inflicted upon the rider a wound that forced him to retire from the 
field. He was more particularly employed in the centre, directing 
the artillery. General George H. Stewart was severely wounded, 
after rendering valuable aid in command of the left. 

I had Courtnay's, Brockenbrough's, Raine's and Lusk's batteries. 
The enemy testified to the efficiency of their fire. Captain Courtnay 
opened the fight, and was, for hours, exposed to a terrible storm 7 of 
shot arid shell. He and Captain Brockenbrough have been under 
my observation since the campaign opened, and T can - testify to their 
efficiency on this as on former occasions. The loss in all the batte- 
ries shows the warmth of the fire. I was well satisfied with them all. 
The history of the Maryland regiment, gallantly commanded by Col- 
onel Bradley T. Johnson, during the campaign of the Valley, would 
be the history of every action from Front Royal to Cross-Keys. On 
the-6th instant, near Harrisonburg, the fifty-eighth Virginia regi- 
ment was engaged with the Pennsylvania " Bucktails," the fighting 
being close and bloody. Colonel Johnson came up with his regiment 
in" the hottest period of the affair, and, by a dashing charge in flank, 
-drove the enemy off wi tlx heavy loss, capturing the lieutenant colonel 
(Kan.e) commanding. In commemoration of their gallant conduct, I 
ordered one of the captured bucktails to be appended as a trophy to 
their flag. The gallantry of the regiment on this occasion is worthy 
of acknowledgment from a higher source, more particularly as they 
avenged the death of the gallant General Ashby, v*ho fell at the same 
.time. Two color-bearers were shot down in succession, but each time *i 
' the colors were caught before retching the ground, and were finally 
borne by Corporal Shanks to the close of the action. On the 8th 
instant, at Cross-Keys, they were opposed to three of 'the enemy's 
^regiments in succession. My staff at Cross-Keys consisted of Lieu- 
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tenant Colonel J. M. - Jones and Major James Barbo.ur, Adjutant 
General's Department ; Lieutenants G. Campbell Brown and T. T. 
Turner,, aids-; and Captain Hugh M. Nelson, volunteer aid. These 
officers were much exposed during the day, and were worked ihard, 
over an extensive field. Their services were valuable and were ren- 
dered with zeal* and ability. Lieutenant Brown was painfully 
wounded by a' fragment of shell towards the close of the fight. I 
append a list of casualties, showing forty-two killed, and two hundred 
and eighty-seven lylled, wounded and missing. I buried my dead 
and brought off all the wounded, except a few whose mortal agonies 
would have been uselessly increased by any change of position. 

Some of the enemy's wounded were brought off and arrangements 
made for moving them all, when J was ordered to another field. — 
There are good reasons for estimating their loss nit not less than two 
thousand in killed, wounded and prisoners. . On a part of the field 
they buried one hundred and one at one spot, fifteen at another,' and 
a house containing some of their dead was said to have been burned 
by them : and this is only a part of what they lost. They were 
chiefly of BJenker's division, nototiou3 for months on account of their 
thefts and dastardly insults to women and children in that part of the 
State under Federal domination. The order of marfm of General 
Fremont was found on a staff officer left in our hands. It shows 
seven brigades of infantry, besides numerous cavalry. I had threfe 
small brigades during thje greater part of the action, and no cavalry 
at any time. They made no bayonet charge, nor did they commit 
any particular ravages with grape or canister, although they slate 
otherwise. Colonel Mercer and the twenty-first Georgia tried to. 
close with them three times, partly succeeding in overtaking them 
once. That officer is represented to have handled his regiment with 
great skill, and, with the sixteenth Mississippi, Colonel Posev, was 
the closest engaged. Brigadier General Trimble, seventh brigade, 
had the brimt of the, action and is entitled to most thanks. Colonel 
Bradley T. Johnson (first Maryland), Colonel Carnot Posey (six-* 
teenth Mississippi), Colonel J. T. Mercer (twenty-first Georgia), 
Captain Courtnay (of the Courtnay battery), are officers who were 
enabled to render highly valuable service.* I regret I Cannot go more 
into detail of those lower in rank, whose gallant services are recom- 
pensed by the esteem of their comrades and their ownself-npproval — 
after all, the highest and most enduring reec-rd. 

I enclose a copy of General Fremonvs order of mar^h on the day 
of battle, and detailed reports of the killed and wounded — names and 
regiments of the officers killed aYid wounded, and tabular statements 
of killed and wounded according- ta regiments. Also, the 'official 
repojt of Col. J. A. Walker, commanding fourth brigade. 

Respectfully, &c. 

It. S.' EWELL, Major General 



REPORT OF GENERAL EWELL . OF BATTLE OF PORT 
REPUBLIC, -JUNE 9, 1862. 



Headquarters Third Division, Department N. Va., > 

July 8th, 1962. \ 

Major R. L. Dabney, A. A. G., V. D. : 

Major : I have .the honor to" report the • movements of my division 
in the battle near Port Republic, on the 9th June, 1862. 

When I received the*order to march to Port Republic, to join in the 
attack on the forces under General Shields, my command included, in 
addition to my own division, the second brigade of the army of the 
Valley District. This brigade, under the command of Colonel J. M. 
Pattpn, had been attached to my command during the engagement of 
the day before. My command had been. engaged with General Fre- 
mont throughout the day on the 8th June, and slept upon their arms. 
The brigades commanded by General Trimble and Colonel Patton, 
(except one regiment,) and the seventh Louisiana regiment, Colonel 
Hayes, had, before night' closed in, been advanced witlnn range of 
the enemy's musketry. Day was breaking on the morning of the 9th 
June, before these troops commenced their march from this position 
to the other field alTort Republic, seven (7) miles distant, sopae of 
them without food Tor twenty-four hours. The commands of Gene- 
ral Trimble and Colonel Patton were kept in position to hold tne en- 
emy, uhder Fremont, in check and keep him from -advancing upon Port 
Republic, or taking any part in the engagement on that day. The 
difficulty in effecting the crossing of the south branch of the river at 
rort Republic, occasioned a delay which separated the forces in my 
command. When I reached the field, the eighth Louisiana brigade, 
commanded by General Taj lor, had been sent by Major General Jack- 
son, under cover of the wood, to attack the enemy in flank and rear. 
One of the regiments of the second (2d) brigade of my division was 
attached to the left, and' I placed the fifty-eighth, Colonel Scott, and 
the forty-fourth Virginia, Colonel Letcher, under cover at the woods 
with the flank towards the enemy. When, after a severe struggle, 
from the advantage of position and numbers the enemy were driving 
our front on the left, and the flank of the advancing enemy (at least 
two brigades,) came in front, an advance was ordered. The two regi- 
ments, bravelyi led by Colonel Scott, rushed with a shout upon the 
enemy, taking him in flank.' For the^ first .time that day, the enemy 
was then driven back in disorder for some* thousands of ^ards. At 
the same instant, w T hile our artillery was retiring rapidly from the 
field, one piece was halted and opened fire upon the enemy, showing 
great quickness and decision in the officers commanding it. These 
efforts checked the enemy so long that, although Cclonel Scott's com- 
mand was driven back to the w r oods with severe loss, there was time 
to rally and lead them to the assistance of the eighth brigade, Gene- 
ral R. Taylor commanding, which was heard engaging the enemy far 
to their rear. The remnants of the two regiments reached General 
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Taylor at the moment when, as shown in his report, fresh troops of 
the epemy had driven him from the battery he had captured. His 
brigade formed and advanced with these two regiments, and the en- 

1 -emy fled a second time from the battery and the field, after exchang- 
ing a few shots. The credit of first checking the enemy, and then 
assisting in his final repulse, and of tfte capture of the battery, is 
due to these two regiments. It would be difficult to find another in- 
stance of volunteer troop3, after a severe check, rallying and again 
attacking the enemy. To General Taylor and his brigade belongs 
the honor of ^deciding two battles — that of Winchester and this one. 
As soon as his fire was heard in rear and flank, the whole force of 
the enemy turned to meet thi^ new foe. Colonal Walker, command- 
ing fourth brigade, ordered by the Mnjor General commanding, to 
follow the eighth brigade, was lost in the mountains, reported to me 
and joined in the pursuit. General Trimble, commanding seventh 
brigade, with part of Colonel Patton's command, avas left to hold 
Fremont in check. The fifty-second Virginia regiment was detailed, 
and fought on the left flank with General Winder. Colonel Scott re- 
ports: " I particularly commend the gallantry of Lieutenant Walker, 
company E, forty-fourth Virginia. .There may have been . others 
equally* worchy of commendation, but I could not fail to notice him. 
When the brigade halted in the field and sat down, he alone stood erect, 

■ went in front and attempted to get the brigade to advance still nearer 
the enemy." I enclose this report, and recommend the officer to Ex « 
ecutive favor. Lieut. Colonel J. M. Jones, Maj. Jas. Barbour, Lieu- 
tenant T. T. Turner, and Captain Hugh-M. Nelson, of my staff, ren- 
dered valuable- service in raiding the broken troops. -Lieutenant G. 
Campbell Brown was absent, owing to the w r ound received the day 
previous. 1 enclose sub* reports of Colonel Scott and General Tay- 
lor ; also a detailed list of killed and w T ounded, amounting to seventy- 
eight killed, and five hundred and thirty- five wounded, and four miss- 
ing, in all six hundred and seventeen killed, wounded and missing. 
Respectfully, &c, 
5 R. S. EWELL, Major General. 



REPORT OF GENERAL WINDER OF OPERATIONS OF'Stk 
AND 9th JUNE, 1862. 



Headquarters First Brigade, Galley District, > 
Camp near Weyer's Cave, Virginia, June 15, 1862. ) 

*Major R. L. Dabnev, A. A. (?., 

Headquarters Valley District : * * 

Sir : I have the honor herewith to rdport the part taken by this- 
brigade in the operations of the 8th and 9th instants, near Port Re- 
public, Virginia : 

Whilst quietly in camp, Sunday morning, the 8th instant, between 
eight and nine o'clock, 1 heard artillery to our right and rear, which 
I inferred must be that of the enemy. Captain Poague came in at 
this time and informed me he had ordered his battery to be prepared 
for action. I approved it, and requested him to transmit to Captain 
Carpenter, camped just by him, instructions to the same effect. The 
good judgment of both these officers had anticipated such ortiers, a 
most fortunate circumstance, jndeed, as the enemy were pressing 
rapidly on our rear. 

General JacksOn rode to my tent at this time, and ordered me to 
send a regiment to the bridge over the Shenandoah at Port Republic 
in double quick time. »I at once sent orders to Colonel J. W. Allen, 
commanding second regiment, to conduct his regiment to that point. 
Mounting my horse, I rode in the direction of the bridge. Passing 
Foague's battery, I observed a Parrott gun hitched up and ordered it 
to follow me. About a quarter of a mile from camp I discovered 
the position of a battery of the enemy across the river, it sending 
shell just across the road, but too high to do any damage. The gun 
arriving, I turned it to the left to bear on the aforesaid battery, when 
General Jackson directed me to send it to him on the .right; this I 
did, and awaited the arrival of other guns, which were soon brought 
up and placed in position on the hill commanding the opposite side 
of the river. The second shot silenced the enemy's battery, causing 
it to limber up and move off. 

Carpenter's battery arriving, I ordered it to be placed on the left 
of Poague's, and the eight pieces of the two batteries to be directed 
on the retreating battery and column of infantry advancing up the 
road. The guns were admirably and rapidly served, pouring a heavy 
and destructive fire upon the enemy. His column halted, staggered 
at so warm a reception, wavered, and then retreated down the road, 
being signally repulsed by the artillery alone. I directed the pieces 
to move to the left, keeping up a constant fire so long as he was 
within range. Two or more guns were moved a mile beyond the 
original position. 

Colonel Allen, second regiment, arriving, I directed him to move 
to the left, (General Talinferro's brigade having gone to the* bridge,) 
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throwing out skirmishers, guarding' against a flank movement by the 
enemy. The fourth regiment, Colonel Ronald, was ordered to sup- 
port this regiment. The fifth regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Funk, 
supported Poague's battery. The twenty-seventh, Colonel' Grigsby, 
supported Carpenter's battery. The thirty-third regiment, Colonel 
NefT, was advanced on the left and held in position, to repel" a flank 
movement, and at night picketed near the same point. Some few" 
unimportant changes occurred during the day, but the enemy did not 
again advance within range of our guns. So heavy and well di- 
rected was our artillery fire, he was obliged to abandon a howitzer 
and two limbers, which were found in the woods on the following day, 
being a portion of the battery used against us in the morning. I 
had observed him trying to remove it, and succeeded beyond my 
expectation in forcing him to leave it, though I knew he had not 
taken it off by the road by which it advanced. The brigade moved 
to camp at' dark, just abo\*> Port Republic. The total strength of 
the brigade was one thousand three hundred and thirty-four rank 
and file in action. 

On the morning of the 9th instant, at forty-five minutes past three 
o'clock, ^orders were immediately given, and the head of the brigade 
reached the point indicated at that hour. I met General Jackson 
shortly thereafter, who ordered me to move across South river, on a 
temporary foot bridge being constructed. I sent Lieutenant Garnett 
.to recall Colonel Neff's regiment from picket, and then moved the 
brigade as indicated. .1 was ordered to follow the road down the 
Valley. I placed Colonel Allen in front, throwing forward two com- 
panies as an advanced guard. Having proceeded about a mile, the 
cavalry in front reported the enemy's pickets. General Jackson 
being near, I referred the Officer to him. I then received orders to 
drive them, occupy the woods in front, and attack the enemy. I 
directed Captain Nadenbousch, commanding advance, to deploy 
skirmishers on either side of the road, and move forward. jCaptain 
Carpenter to advance two pieces, take post on left of road, and shell 
the piokets. These orders w£re rapidly and well executed. The 
enemy's pickets disappeared and the skirmishers advanced, the line 
b^ing supported by Colonel Allen. The enemy here opened a rapid, 
fire of shell, with great accuracy, on the road and vicinity. I was 
then ordered to send a regiment through the woods to endeavor to 
turn their battery ; also, a battery, to get a position above them. I 
directed Colonel Allen to move with hip regiment, he being in ad- 
vance, and near the wood, to accomplish this, and Colonel Ronald, 
fourth regiment, to support him ; Captain Carpenter to take his bat- 
tery in same direction, to execute the above order. Captain Poague's 
two Parrott guns I ordered in position on the left of the road, in a 
wheat field, and opened on the enemy's battery, the smoke of which 
only could be seen ; the remaining pieces being undercover. Colo- 
nel Grigsby, twenty-seventh regiment, I ordered to support this- 
battery. Lieutenant Colonel Funk, fifth regiment, was placed on 
the left, and to the rear of the twenty-seventh regiment. The thirty- 
third regiment, Colonel Neff, to take position on the right of ther 
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road; but, being detained 'in crossing the river, this order never 
reached him. The enemy's fire was so* well directed, I found it ne- 
cessary to separate Poague's two guns, placing one some distance on 
the left, a'nd ordering Funk's regiment to follow the movement ere 
the fire was resumed. The enemy soon placed a battery of two pieces 
^in front, and in a commanding position. I s^nt Lieutenant Garnett, 
and afterwards Captain Poague, to look for a position nearer and 
more desirable, but npnc could be found, unless the enemy were 
driven off. I then learned his skirmishers were advancing, and or- 
dered Funk's regiment forward 'to support the extreme left of the 
line, at the same time sending to General Jackson for reinforcements, 
being greatly outnumbered. Colonel H. Hays soon reported tojne 
with the seventh Louisiana, legiment. I directed him to take posi- 
tion on the right of Funk's, and ordered Grigsbyis regiment up, 
placing it on the right of Hays. This line, under Hays, I ordered 
to move forward, drive the enemy from his position and carry his 
battery at the point of the bayonet. I at the same time directed tho 
remainder of Poague's and a. section of Carpenter's battery, the latter 
having reported it impossible to get through the thick woods or find 
any position, to be advanced. i 

Colonel Hays moved his command forward in gallant style, with* a 
cheer. Seeing his movement, I advanced with the artillery, placing 
the guns in battery just in rear of Hays' line, which 1 found had 
been halted behind a fence. The enemy being in such strong force,, 
and pouring in such a heavy fire of artillery* and rifles, I then sent 
for reinforcements, but received none. The men stood it boldly for 
some time,' and fc/ught gallantly, many until all their cartridges* 
were gone Captain Raines reported with two pieces of artillery, one, 
however, without any cannoniers ; this pirfce I sent from the field, 
the other being brought into action I had directed Captain Poague 
to move with a Parrott gun to the right, and sent Lieutenant Garnett 
to Carpenter to endeavor to place* his section so as to enfilade the 
enemy. 

The thirty-first regiment Virginia-' volunteers, Colonel. Hoffman, 
arrived about -this time to relieve Colonel Hays, who was ordered to 
join his brfgade. This change it was impossible to effect, and I held 
Colonel Hoffman in rear of the batteries for their security, as the 
infantry line began to waver under the storm of shot, shell, and balls 
which was being rained upon them. The batteries were moved to the 
rear, and I tried to rally the men, placing Hoffman's regiment in .line 
on which to rally them. Here I partially succeeded ; but the enemy 
so greatly outnumbered us and, getting within such easy range, 
thinned our ranks so terribly, that it was impossible to rally them for 
some time, though I was most ably assisted in my endeavors by my 
staff, the gallant Hays, Grigsby, Funk, Major Williams, fifth regi- 
ment. Captains Nadenbousch, second, and Burke, fifth regiment. 
These came particularly under my observation, though doubtless 
others did their duty as nobly and bravely. Here one piece of 
Poague's, I regret to say, fell into the enemy's hands, I having or- 
dered it to halt and fire on his advancing column, where it was 



disabled, as shown in Poague's report. I still endeavored to rally 
the remainder of this force, and succeeded in getting the seventh 
Louisiana, under Major Penn, the colonel and lieutenant colonel both 
being wounded, and fifth regiment, under Funk. I placed two pieces 
of Poague's battery in the position previously occupied and again 
opened fire on the. enemy, he having halted' in his advance. A sharp 
fire from the wood on our right told that General Taylor's and Allen's 
forces. were engaged. I directed the Parrott gun on the enemy's bat- 
tery, which was now turned on those forces. I was gratified to learn 
from General Taylor that this fire was of service to him. The enemy 
now moved to his • left flank, apparently to surround this command in 
the woods*. Seeing two regiments' lying quietly on their arms to the 
right, under the woods, I despatched Lieutenant Garnett to order 
them forward rapidly, to press the enemy's rear. I then moved for- 
ward the artillery, with its supports, and obtained *a far better 
position. v Captain Chew here reported to me, and did good execution 
with his battery, displaying great skill and accuracy in his 'fire. I 
soon met General Jackson and reported my impressions to him, and 
was told he had ofdered up other troops. Lieutenant Colonel Garnett, 
forty-eighth regiment, came up, reporting for orders. I directed him 
to follow the road in double-quick, .pressing the e rue my hotly in rear 
and driving him frpm his position. Major Holliday, thirty-third 
regiment, rode up at this time, and, through him, I sent orders to 
Colonel Neff to do the same. The batteries arriving, I continued to 
advance them as rapidly as possible^ pouring in a heavy And well 
directed fire on the retreating columns of the enemy, who were now 
driven from the field, routed at every point. A section of Captain 
Brockenbrough's battery joined me just as the retreat commenced 
and was ably handled. The roads and woods were shelled, and t^he 
enemy scattered in every direction. The pursuit was continued some 
four miles, when I met General Jackson, who was in advance, and by 
his o'rders halted all the artillery, except two pieces of Chew's bat- 
tery. The enemy being . again driven from their ambuscade, I followed 
with my command to a point some eight or nine miles below Port Re- 
public, when I received orders to return and camp with my wagons, 
which order was executed — ^my advance reaching camp, on the summit 
of the Blue Ridge, at Brown's gap, at midnight, and the batteries at 
daylight. It again affords me sincere and great gratification to bear 
testimony to the courage, gallantry, fortitude and good conduct of the 
officers and men under my command, and to them I return my heart- 
felt thanks. They fought gallantly and desperately, as our holy cause 
urged them to do, and though temporarily repulsed, it was only from 
overwhelming numbers. Although exposed to such a withering fire, 
the killed are few in number, a kind Providence having guarded many 
from the great dangers to which they ^vere exposed. Colonels Allen 
and Ronald'wer^e so far separated from me, I must refer to their re-* 
spective reports for the operations' of their regiments. To my staff, 
Captain O'Brien, Lieutenants Howard and Garnett, I tender my sin- 
cere thanks for their assistance in transmitting my orders to different 
points, (though unde'r heavy fire frequently, after the fight became 
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genera], ever ready and prompt.) The casualties were: two officers 
and eleven rank and file killed, six officers and one hundred and forty- 
eight rank and file wounded, and thirty-two rank and file missing, 
making a total of one hundred and ninety-nine. The strength of the 
brigade was one thousand three hundred and thirteen rank and file. 
For detailed accounts of the affair I respectfully refer to the reports 
of the several commanders, herewith transmitted. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, . * 

CHARLES S. WINDER, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF SECOND BRIGADE IN THE BATTLE OF 9th 

JUNE. 

Headquarters Second Brigade* V. D., ) 
Camp near Mount Meridian, June 14th, 1862. J 

Major R. L. Dabney, A. G.\ V. D. ; 

Major: In obedien.ce to your order, I beg, leave to submit to you 
the following report of the operations of my brigade in the battle of 
the 9tn instant near Port Republic : 

On arriving* on the field of battle, the fifty-second regiment, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Skinner, was ordered to take position on th'e left 
flank, in order to support General Winder'3 brigade, then engaged 
with the enemy. The forty-fourth and fifty-eighth, under my com- 
mand, were ordered to take position in the woods on the right of tite 
road, and on our right flank in the rear of General Taylor's brigade, 
which was thrown forward for the purpose of cutting- off the most 
advanced batteries of the enemy. We were ordered to support Gen- 
eral Taylor. In a short time after the fifty- second reached their#po- 
sition on our left flank, .General Winder's brigade was driven back, 
and the fifty-second, advancing to their support, were also overpow- 
ered and driven back, and the enemy advanced. Seeing this, General 
Ewell ordered my brigade, now consisting of the forty-fourth and 
fifty-eighth, to charge the enemy .diagonally across the field. This 
they did, with loud cheers, which caused the enemy to fall back, but 
as General Ewell w T as with the brigade, the remainder of the battle, I 
refer you to his report for an account of its subsequent operations. 

In this action, Lieutenant Walker, of company E, in the forty- 
fourth regiment, highly distinguished himself for his gallantry. The 
fifty-eighth had four killed and eighteen wounded. The forty-fourth 
had fifteen- killed and thirty-five wounded, nearly one-half of those 
present at the battle. The fifty-second had twelve killed and sixty- 
five wounded, and seven missing. Amongst those were Lieutenant 
G. W. Seaford, killed, and Captain P. Moore and Lieutenant W. 
Ridgeway, wounded, in the fifty-eighth. Lieutenant Wm. II. Robert- 
son, killed, and Captain John T. Martin, Captain Thomas R. Buck- 
ner, and Captain John S. Anderson, and Lieutenant Omohundro, 
Lieutenant James H. Hughes, wounded, in the • forty-fourth. Cap- 
tain B. T. Walton, killed, and Lieutenant Lewis Harm an, Lieutenant 
S. Brown,- Lieutenant John Hanna, and Lieutenant James White, 
wounded, in the fifty-second. • 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant; 

W. C. SCOTT, 
Commanding Brigade. . 



REPORT OF GENERAL TALIAFERRO OF OPERATIONS ON 
8tii AND 9th JUKE. 

Headquarters Third ^Brigade, V.- D., #> 
Camp near Fort Republic, June 13th, 18G2. > 

To Major R. L. Dabney, A. A. G. : 

Major: I have the honor to make' a brief report of the operations 
of my brigade .on the 8th and 9th instants. 

On the morning of the 8th, my camp, on the north side of the 
Shenandoah, was disturbed by the sound of artillery, close under the 
hills *below us, and apparently in the town of Port Republic. I im- 
mediately ordered the brigade to be formed, and, as it was about to be 
formed for instruction, the* regiments were speedily in line. I re- 
ceived orders to move the regiments as they were formed to the 
bridge, which was done. On reaching the crest of the hill overlook- 
ing the town and river, I perceived that a party of the enemy, con- 
sisting of some cavalry and two field pieces, had penetrated the town 
an& that a piece was planted at the mouth of the bridge commanding 
its entrance, and the whole distance through it. I found Major Gen- 
eral Jackson on the hill, in person, directing the fire of some* of our 
pieces, and he ordered me to charge across the bridge, capture the 
piece, and occupy the town. We were exposed to considerable fire 
from the enemy's guns in crossing the hill, and the thirty -seventh regi- 
ment lost three men ; but that regiment, Col. Fulkerson, with the ut- 
most gallantry, afte*r delivering a fire, charged across the bridge, 
captured the piece, and chased the enemy from the village, killing 
and capturing several of them, Had I known the topography, we 
could have captured most of tlie enemy, but we made a* first for the 
lower ford, which I supposed was the on]} 7 one leading into the town. 
Lieutenant Duncan, of the thirty-seventh, perceiving <he enemy 
crossing at an upper ford, promptly detached a part of the regiment, 
and fired upon the retreating enemy at that point, but not in time to 
cut them off. I threw the tenth, Colonel Warren, into the town, and 
occupied with that and the thirty-seventh, the fords near the town ; 
placed a battery (Carrington's) on the hill on the west side, which 
commanded the upper fords, and sent thp twenty-third regiment 
to protect the ford near W oyer's cave. In the meantime, the enemy's 
infantry, which had advanced toward the town, was driven back bj 
the artillery in great confusion. Captain Wooding's battery of my 
brigade, did beautiful service from* its position ; the- precision and 
accuracy of its fire, and the terrible -execution it effected, eliciting 
the admiration of all who witnessed it • In obedience to the orders 
of the commanding General, I occupied the town during the night, 
with part of my command, and was ordered, at dawn of the 9th, to re- 
occupy the position I had held on the 8th, so as to co-operate with 
Gen. Trimble and Col. Patton's brigades, which were to remain on tho 
north side of the river. The other brigades of the army then passed 



me to attack Shields' troops down the -Valley. After the fight had 
lasted some time, I was ordered to move to the scene of action, which 
was accomplished by ray men with wonderful celerity. I came up 
with the enemy at Lewis' house, and found them posted in the or- 
chard and under the crest of a hill. General Taylor's Louisiana 
brigade»occupied the hills on the right of the road, from which, with 
extraordinary gallantry, they had driven the enemy, capturing a full 
battery. At this point I could perceive that the enemy were 
leaving 1 the orchard and slowly retreating down the flat. I hurried 
up my command as rapidly as possible, fired upon the enemy, who, 
after delivering two volleys at us from an 'entire regiment, became 
demoralized, broke, and fled. We pursued them seven miles with the 
infantry and captured between three and four hundred I do not 
.estimate -the number taken by other troops. Captain Woo&ing's bat- 
tery had, during this time, been rendering most effective service, and 
the effect of his shot was remarkable. By direction of Major Gene 
ral Jackson, two pieces of his battery were pushed forward, and pur- 
sued the enemy with the cavalry for many miles beyond the infantry, 
.rendering, under the eye of the commanding General, the most effec- 
tive service. 

In conclusion, I have to state that my brigade had the opportunity 
to take but litle part in the glorious victory achieved by our troops 
on this day. They reached the battle-field only just before the enemy 
retreated ; were under fire for a very short time, and only had the 
satisfaction of securing the fruit of the gallantry of others. Never- 
t}|&less, I trust I shall be pardoned for refering to the rapidity with 
wnich they pressed forw.ard to the fight, and the zeal and gallantry 
manifested by officers and men. The thirty-seventh regiment, Colo- 
nel Fulkerson, was in front, and captured most of the prisoners*. 
Captain Wood and Lieut. Duncan, of that regiment, rendered remarka- 
ble service, and Sergeant Samuel L Graf, company D, thirty -seventh, 
actually captured at one time a Federal captain and eleven of his 
men, all armed, and although fired upcm by them, seized the captain's 
sword and made the men throw down their^ arms. 

I am under obligations to the officers of my staff, Captain Pen- 
dleton, A. A. G. ; Lieutenant Taliaferro, A. D. C, and Major Stan- 
ard, brigade commissary, for their services and gallant conduct. 
Colonel Fulkerson, in the advance, managed his command admirably, 
and Colonel Warren, tenth* Virginia, and Lieutenant Colonel Carter, 
twenty-third, kept their commands closed up, and all in hand for 
. action. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

WM. B. TALIAFERRO,^ 
Brigadier General commanding Third Brigade, V. D. 



REPORT OF COLONEL WALKER OF OPERATIONS OF 
FOURTH BRIGADE. 

Headquarters Fourth Brigade, June 14^1862. 
Major James Barbour, A. A. General: 

I have the honor to report the movements of the regiments under 
ray command, on the 8th and 9th of the present month/: 

On the morning of the 8th, General Elzy ordered me to take my 
own, (thirteenth Virginia,) and the twenty-fifth Virginia regiment, 
Lieutenant 'Colonel DufFey commanding, and proceed to the right of 
our liiaes, to prevent an attempt to turn that flank. We moved by the 
right flank until I thought we were on the enemy's extreme left; and then 
sending two companies forward, under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Terrill, as skirmishers, we> advanced in line across the cleared 
ground and through the wood beyond, without encountering the en- 
emy. When the skirmishers reached the skirt of the woody near 
Ever's house, they reported a large body of the enemy close at hand. 
I halted my command, and, going foward to reconnoitre, found alarge 
force of infantry, probably a brigade, and a battery in a wheat field, 
about four hundred yards from our position. Finding myself en- 
tirely separated from our troops on the left, and perceiving the en- 
emy were moving a regiment through the woods to our right, I deemed 
it best to withdraw to the woods and await the coming of other troops. 
I'did so, and encountered General Trimble's brigade advancingtpn 
our left. General Trimble informed me that he was going forwara to 
charge the enemy's battery, and directed me to advance on his right. 
♦This I did, again sending Colonel Terrill forward with skirmishers. 
He soon encountered the enemy's skirmishers, that had followed us 
into the woods. After a brifcf but active skirmish, they were driven 
back, with the loss of several killed and wounded ; among the latter, 
an aid of General Blenker. We again moved forward under cover 
of Ever's house and barn, until ordered by General Trimble to move 
more to the right, so as to leave the barn and house on my left In 
moving by the right flank to gain this position, we received a heavy 
volley of musketry, from a Yankee force on our left, which wounded 
several of the twenty-fifth Virginia regiment, and almost at the same 
instant, the right of the thirteenth regiment came into full 'view of a 
battery of three pieces, supported by .three regiments of infantry, 
and not more than four hundred yards in front. The battery opened 
a well directed and heavy fire with grape, whi<;h, owing to the unex- 
pected nature of th£ attack*, caused some confusion ;» but order having 
been restored, the troops advanced steadily to the front, to a fence 
fifty yards further in advance. Finding General Trimble's brigade 
was detained by a force on our left, I ordered the men to lie down 
and fire, this they did with such effect as to twice drive the enemy 
from one of their guns. The fire of the enemy was galling, and see- 
ing no further good could be accomplished by remaining longer in my 
position, I moved again by the right flank to the cover of a wood and 
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halted. About this time the enemy fell back, and I was ordered to 
remain in my position. 

About sundown, I was directed by General Trimble, to join him 
cn the left, which I did, and remained with his. brigade until ordered 
back to camp, about ten o'clock at night. The men and officers of 
both regiments were exposed to a terrible fire for a few moments, and 
behaved to my entire satisfaction. 

For a report of the operations of the twelfth Georgia and thirty- 
first Virginia volunteers on the 8th, I beg leave to refer you to the 
report of the commanders of the respective regiments, marked A 
and B. 

Lists of the killed and wounded will be found enclosed for each re- 
giment. - 

The report from Raines' battery will be sent as soon as received. 

On the 9th, I was placed in command of the fourth brigade, Gene- 
ral Elzey having been wounded on the preceding day. After cross- 
ing the river, I reported to Major General Jackson, who ordered me 
to send one regiment and my battery (Raines') to support General 
Winder. I detached the thirty-first Virginia regiment, under com- 
mand of Colonel Hoffman, for this purpose, and saw no more of the 
regiment or battery during the day. The accompanying report, 
marked C, of 'Colonel Hoffman,' will show the operations of his regi- 
ment, which, I regret to say, was badly cut up, being placed in a very 
exposed position for some time. With the entire remaining regiments, 
thirteenth, twenty-fifth Virginia, and tenth Georgia/I was ordered to 
follow General Taylor's brigade. I attempted to do- this, but having 
no guide, and being totally unacquainted with the nature of the 
ground, we became entangled in the thick undergrowth, and made 
slow progress until we arrived at a precipice, so, matted and grown 
over with laurel and ivy, that we could advance no further in that di- 
rection. I then marched back and around the end of the bluff, and 
pushed forward rapidly in the direction of the heavy firing on the 
right ; but juet as we came in sight of General Taylor's brigade, he 
had succeeded in taking the enemy's battery, and we were left no 
part but to follow the retiring foe, which we did, until ordered back. 
. The total casualties in the four infantry regiments were : 

On the 8th instant, five killed,, sixty-two wounded; total, sixty- 
seven. 

On the 9th .instant, fifteen killed, eighty wounded and four miss- 
ing ; total, ninety-nine. 

Aggregate, twenty killed, one hundred and forty-two wounded and 
four missing ; total, one hundred and sixty-six. 

In Raines' battery, there were two killed, and seven wounded ; 
eighteen horses killed or disabled. 

Lists of the casualties in each regiment are herewith appended. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. WALKER, 
Colonel 1 3th Va. volunteers, commanding 4th brigade. 

Official: 

G. Campbell Brown, k A. A. G., third division. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL TRIMBLE' OF BATTLES OF JUNE 
8th AND '9th, 1862. 

Headquarters Seventh Bkigade, ) 
Brown's Gap, June 1 1, 1862. \ 

Major J. H. Barbour, 'A. ,A. General: 

In 'compliance with the orders of Major General Ewell, I send a 
statement of the operations of my brigade on the 8th and 9th instants, 
in the battle of Cross-Keys. 

At your request I rode forward with you, on the morning of the 
8th, at about ten o'clock, 'fro examine the ground most desirable for 
defence. It was decided to post my artillery (Courtnay's battery,) on 
the hill to the south of the small stream, and immediately on the left 
of road from Union. Church to Port Republic. You directed my bri- 
gade to take the right of our line of defence, a*nd occupy the pine hill 
to the eaat of the road and the battery, but somewhat retired from the 
front, in echelon position. Previous to assigning my brigade its 
position in line of battle, I rode forward in front and' to the right, 
about half a mile, and examined a wooded hill running nearly parallel 
to our line of battle. Finding this position advantageous, with its 
left in view and* protected by my artillery, and its right by a ravine 
and densely wooded hill. I at once occupied this position with two 
regiments, (the sixteenth Mississippi and twenty-first Georgia',) about 
half past ten o'clock, leaving th,e twenty-first North Carolina with the 
battery to protect it. Colonel Canty, of the fifteenth Alabama, by 
General Ewell's order, had been left on picket at Union Church, one 
mile in advance. This regiment was the first engaged, resisting the 
enemy's advance by a destructive fire from the church, the graveyard 
and the woods. Their force was checked, and they did not pursue 
the regiment, which soon after retired, finding itself outflanked on 
right and left, and narrowly escaped being entirely cut off, from the 
failure of cavalry picket to do their duty. Colonel Courtnay's qwr\ 
pickets, thrown out as a precaution, though told the cavalry was on 
that duty, alone saved the regiment. In retreating in good order, he 
passed the enemy's flanking forces on the right end left, within long 
gunshot range, and succeeded in reaching my position with trifling 
loss. Colonel Canty was placed on the right of the two regiments 
before named. • % 

Half an hour later, the enemy were seen. to advance, with General 
Blenker's old brigade among the regiments, as prisoners informed me, 
the eighth New York and Bucktail rifles, from Pennsylvania, driving 
in our pi'ekets before a heavy fire. I ordered the three regiments -to 
rest quietly in the edge of an open wood, until the* enemy, who were # 
advancing in regular order across the field and hollow, ; should come 
within fifty steps of our line ; the order was mainly observed, and as 
the enemy appeared above the crest of thfe hill, a deadly fire was de- 



livered along our whole front, beginning on the right, dropping the 
deluded victims of northern fanaticism and misrule by scores. The 
repulse of the enemy was complete, followed by an advance, ordered 
by me, in pursuit. As the enemy's rear regiments had halted in the 
wood on the other side of the valley, I deemed it prudent, after the 
field in our front hW been cleared, to resume our position on the hill 
and await their further advjnee. Remaining in our position some 
fifteen minutes, and finding the enemy not disposed to renew the con- 
test, and observing from its fire, a battery on the enemy's left, half a 
mile in advance of us, I promptly decided to make a move from our 
right flank, and try to. capture the battery, as I reported at the time 
to General Ewell, who at this stage of the action, sent to know our 
success, and to ask if I wanted reinforcements ; to which I replied, 
"I had driven back the enem^, wanted no aid, but thought I could 
take their battery, and was moving for that purpose." 

I accordingly, in person, moved the fifteenth Alabama to the right 
along a ravine, and, unperceived, got upon the enemy's left flank and 
in his rear. Marching up in fine order, as on drill, I had, on leaving 
this regiment, ordered the other two to advance rapidly in front 
as soon as they heard I was hotly engaged with the enemy. These 
regiments, before the order was executed, stood calmly under a heavy 
fire of the enemy's .artillery directed, at the woods. The fifteenth 
Alabama, completely surprised the forces in their front, (the enemy's 
left flank,) and drove them, by a heavy fire, hotly returned, from be- 
hind logs and trees, along the wood to the westward. Meantime -tho 
twenty-first Georgia and sixteenth Mississippi, moved across the field, 
and fell in with the remainder of the enemy's, brigade, which hm re- 
formed in tiie woods to our left, and delivered a galling fire upon the 
sixteenth Mississippi, which omitted to turn up the woods, to its left, 
after the main body of the enemy, thus exposing its men to enfilading 
fire. Colonel Mercer, of the twenty-first Georgia, came to their timely 
rescue, and both'soon gallantly drove the enemy out of the woods, 
killing and wounding large numbers. 

On marching to the right flank, with the .fifteenth Alabama, I found 
parts of the thirteenth and twenty-fifth Virginia regiments, under 
command of Colonel J. A. Walker, of Elzey's brigade, had been 
ordered to my support, by General Ewell, I ordered Colonel Walker 
to move on my right through the woods, and advance on the enemy 
in line of battle perpendicularly to his line, and iri*rear of the battery. 
Unluckily, as the woo^s tended to his right, he marched directly on, 
fell in with my regiment, (fifteenth Alabama,) and lo6t time by having 
to move by the flank, to regain his position. In doing this, he was 
exposed to the view of the battery, which turned its fire on him with 
galling effect, compelling a resort to the woods. At this time the 
right wing of the fifteenth Alabama had advanced, unperceived, under 
my direction to within three hundred yards of the battery, there play- 
ing rapidly over their heads, on the thirteenth and twenty-fifth Vir- 
ginia. Perceiving the sixteenth Mississippi and twenty-first Georgia 
had advanced, I gave orders to charge the battery. Upon reaching the 
top of the hill, 1 found it had limbered up. arc! rapidly retired ; having 



lost several horses by our fire. Fve minutes gain in time, would have 
captured the guns. Thi3 was lost by the Mississippi regiment in mis- 
construing my orders. - 

Another brigade of the enemy supported the battery two hundred 
yards to its left. Our right advanced into the open ground, and at 
the time the Alabama and the thirteenth and twenty-fifth Virginia" 
reached their positions, this force was driven back by their united 
action, and retired with their battery. After some minutes brisk fire 
by the enemy's sharpshooters, their entire left wing retreated to their 
first position, near Union Church, on the Kisseltown road. At this* 
time, General Taylor with his brigade joined me. He had previously 
been ordered to my support, and I had directed him to march up in 
the open ground, between the woods, butTie passed too far to the right, 
and lost time by falling in behind the thirteenth and twenty-fifth Vir- 
ginia regiments. I called General Taylor to an interview, on an emi- 
nence in view of the enemy, then a mile distant, where a battery with 
an infantry force, of what , strength we could not discover, was in 
sight. I proposed to move forward and renew the fight. General 
Taylor's reply was that "we could soon wipe out that force, if it would 
do any good," but proposed to return his brigade to camp as he had 
that morning marched rapidly to Port Republic and returned, and his 
men needed rest and food. I replied that we had better attack "the 
enemy ; but as he did not agree with me, and as I at that time under- 
stood that he was sent to aid me in the contest which was then ended, 
I did not insist on his remaining. He left me about four, P. M. I 
then disposed the three regiments in the woodsy in regular order, 
about one half a mile distant from the enemy, with skirmishers in 
front and on the flank, sending word to General Ewell thaf the enemy 
had been repulsed on our right, and that I awaited orders. 

About half an hour after General Taylor left, Major Barbour came 
to me, with orders from General Ewell, "to move to the front," and 
that a force would be sent forward on the enemy's right to make a 
combined attack before night. It was too late to recall General Tay- 
lor. I moved through the woods and halted in line, five hundred- 
yards from the^enemy's front, (displayed along the Kisseltown road,) 
prepared to attack him as soon as I could hear from their fire, that 
our force on his flank was engaged. I waited half an hour without 
any intimation of this attack, and sent a courier to General Ewell, to 
say I awaited the movement on our left. Half an hour afterwards, I 
sent another courier with the same message, and, soon after, Lieuten- 
ant Lee, of my staff, to say that if the attack was made on their 
flank, to divert their attention from my movement, I thought I could 
overpower the enemy in front, but that it would be injudicious to do 
so alone, as I could plainly see three batteries of the enemy all able 
to bear on our force, as we should* advance across the open fields, and 
what I estimated at five brigades of infantry. I waited in suspense 
until after dark, saw the enemy go ipto camp, light their fires, draw 
rations, and otherwise dispose themselves for the night, evidently not 
expecting any further attack. I then sought General Ewell, to re- 
commend a night attack, and found he had gone to report to General 
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Jackson. Before leaving, I was # strongly tempted to make the ad- 
vance alone, at night, and should have done so, had I not felt it a 
duty to secure complete success by -waiting for the combined attack 
before alluded to, and having some scruples in regard to a possible 
failure if acting alone, which might have thwarted the plans of the 
commanding General, whose suceess the day after would be seriously 
jeopardized by even a partial reverse, after the fortunate results of the % 
day. *I regretted that I had not detained General Taylor until Major 
Barbour reached me, as, with his brigade and my own, the result 
would have been reasonably certain, without consulting General 
Ewell. Finally, convinced that we 'could make a successful night at- 
tack, and capture or disperse General Fremont's entire force, cer- 
tainly all his artillery, I awaited General EwelPs return, and then 
urged more than ever the attack, and begged him to go with me,. and 
"see how easy it was." He said he could not take the responsibility, 
and if it was to be done, I would have to see General Jackson. I 
accordingly rode seven miles to see him, obtained his. consent to have 
Colonel Patton's battalion co-operate with me, and his directions n to 
consult General Ewell* and be guided by him. On returning to Gen- 
eral Ewell with this permission, he declined taking the responsibility , 
which he said thus rested on him, and continued, with General Tay- 
lor, to oppose it'against my urgent entreaties to be permitted to make 
the attack alone, with my brigade. He only replied, " You have 
done' well enough for one day, and even a partial reverse would in- 
terfere with General Jackson's plans for the next day." I replied 
that, "we should have the army of Fremont pressing us to-morrow, 
if not driven off, and that we had better fight one army at a* time." 
So ended the matter. My regiments remained under arms all night, 
and I moved to camp at daybreak with reluctance. 

Having received orders to retard the advance of the enemy on ^he 
Port Republic road, on the 9th, I took up our old position, and re- 
mained until nine o'clock, when, being without artillery, and finding 
the enemy had placed a battery to drive us out of the wood, where 
they had sustained so fatal a repulse the day before, I slowly retired 
-towards Port Republic. Receiving from General Jackson two mes- 
* sages, in quick succession, to hasten to the battle-field, where he had 4 
engaged General Shields' army, I marched rapidly to obey this order, 
crossed the bridge, burned it just before the enemy appeared, and 
reached the field after the contest; had been decided in our favor. To 
sum up the occurrences of the day, I may state that our handsome 
success on the right was due to the judicious position selected, as well 
as to the game spirit and eagerness of the men. The flank move- 
ment to the right, totally unexpected by the enemy, and handsomely 
carried out by Colonel Cantey, completed our success, and although 
we failed to take their battery, it was not attributable to unskillful 
majaceuvering, but to one of those accidents which often decide the re- 
sult of battles and partial engagements. 

To the bearing of all the officers — dismounted by my order, except 
myself and staff — and the men, I give most favorable testimony; and 
cannot withhold my highest admiration of their gallant conduct and 



fine discipline, and after the contest ars you witnessed, every regi- 
ment was in line, as composed as if they had been on drill. 

The prisoners and wounded say two brigades were opposed to us, 
(General Blenker's old brigade, now Stahl's, and General Train's; 
with reserves, probably, not less than six to seven thousand men, one 
regiment having brought eight hundred men on the field, ) with two 
^batteries of artillery. My three regiments, counting thirteen hun- 
dred and forty-eight men* and officers, repulsed the brigade of Blanker 
three times; and one hour after, with the thirteenth and twenty-fifth 
Virginia regiments, whose conduct, while observed by me, was cha- 
racterized by steadiness and gall all try, the other brigade of the en- 
emy., with their battery, was driven from the field, a mile and a half 
from the first scene of the contest. 

On the ground where we first opened fire, two hundred and ninety 
of the enemy were left dead. I think a moderate estimate would 
place the killed and wounded of the enemy on their left wing at sev- 
enteen hundred and forty. Prisoners said that the famous eighth . 
New York regiment and Bucktails, whose gallantry deserved a better 
fate, were entirely cut to pieces; their flag was left on the field, and 
secured by the twenty- first Georgia. 

Of the heroic conduct of the officers and men of Courtnay's bat- 
tery, commanded by Captain Courtnay, with Lieutenant Latimer as 
first Lieutenant, in holding their position under the incessant fire of 
four batteries at one time, 1 cannot speak in terms which would do 
them full justice". The fact that they stood bravely up to their work 
for over five hours, exhausted all their shot and shell and continued 
their fire with canister to the end of the battle, speaks more in their 
favor, than the most labored panegyric. The admirable position se- 
lected for the battery alone saved it from total destruction, if a special 
Providence did not guard it from harm 

The twenty-first North .Carolina, left to support thi3 battery, was 
exposed to the effect of the terrific fire, ^ut under cover cf the hill, 
happily escaped with few casualties. When the battery was threatened 
with an infantry force, this regiment was called and readily took its 
position to repel the enemy's attack, and stood modestly ready to do 
its duty, as gallantly as heretofore. To Colonel Mercer, for his judi- 
cious movements during the day, and to Colonel Canty, for his skill- 
ful retreat from picket and prompt flank manouvre,' I think special 
praise is due, as- well as to my staff, Captain Hall and Lieutenants 
McKim and Lee, for the promptness and coolness displayed in con- 
veying orders. I would also call the attention of the Major General 
to the services performed on this occasion and previously, by Captain 
Brown, of company A, sixteenth Mississippi, who, with portions of 
his company, has within the last few weeks, killed twelve of the enemy, 
captured sixty-four with their arms, and some twenty-five horses with 
their equipments ; and to the conspicious gallantry of private Long, 
of company B, twenty-first Georgia, who, while acting as skirmisher 
oil the 8th instant, brought in tfcn prisoners, five (5) with their arms, 
captured at one time, and shot an officer of General Fremont's staff, 
obtaining from him the enemy's order of march, herewith enclosed, 
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from which it appears they had on the field seven brigades of infantry, 
besides cavalry and artillery. 

It is but an act of simple justice to the brave men of my command 
to say that this battle was fought by their infantry and artillery, in 
fact, alone. Colonel Walker's thirteenth and twenty-fifth Virginia 
regiments aided in the last repulse. General Taylor's brigade, not 
having been engaged or seen by the enemy. The infantry, under 
Brigadier General Stewart, on the left of the line* encountered at no 
time of the day, more than the enemy's skirmishers, as they made no 
demonstration on our left. The battery of General Stewart was in 
the early part of the fight, but was withdrawn after a severe loss of 
horses, leaving Captain Courtnay's battery to contend singly 'with 
four batteries of the enemy. Herewith I hand a list of the killed and 
wounded. 

» 

List of killed and wounded. — Twenty-five killed, twenty-five wounded 
and four missing, not including Colonel Walker's loss, which was 
small. The names of the officers killed and wounded are not 1iere 
given. 

Very respectfully, 
6 . J. R. TRIMBLE, Brigadier General 



REPORT OF GENERAL R. TAYLOR OF BATTLES OF 8tk 
AND 9th JUNE, 1862. 



Headquarters Eighth Brigade, > 

June ilth, 1862. J ■: 

xo Major Bap.bour, 

A. A. General, Third Division: 

Major : 1 have the honor to submit the* following report of the 
eighth brigade, as connected with the actions of the 8th and 9th in- 
stants : 

On the % morning of the 8th, I received orders to march the brigade 
to Port Republic to assist in repelling the attack commenced on the 
bridge at that point by Shields' forces. When within a mile and a 
half «of the bridge, the column was halted by order of Major General 
Jackson, to await further orders. These were shortly received, in 
effect, to return to the front and act as a reserve to the troops then 
engaged against Fremont. Here the brigade became separated ; two 
regiments — the seventh and eighth Louisiana— being ordered by Major 
General Ewell to the support of a battery in the centre or on the left 
of our line, while 1 marched the remaining two regiments and Wheat's 
battalion to the right, to support General Trimble's brigade, then 
much pressed. The display of fgrce caused the enemy to retire still, 
further from the position, to which he had been driven by the vigor- 
ous charge . of Trimble's cannoneers. The brigade, though not ac- 
tually in action, on this day, was much exposed to the enemy's shell, 
and^uffered a loss of one private killed, one officer, (Captain Green, 
seventh Louisiana,) and seven privates and non-commissioned officers 
wounded. 

On the 9th, I marched from camp, near Donkard's church, accord- 
ing to orders, at daylight, and proceeded across Port Republic bridge 
to the field, where General Winder's troops ha& already engaged the 
enemy. Here I received orders from the Major General command- 
ing to leave one regiment near the position then occupied by himself, 
and, with the main body, tamake a detour to the right, for the purpose 
of. checking a formidable battery planted in that locality. The nature 
of the ground over which we passed necessarily rendered our progress 
slow. On reaching the position indicated the charge was made, and 
the battery, consisting of six guns, foil into our hajids, after an ob- 
stinate resistance on the part of its supporters, our troops being at 
the same time subjected to a most destructive tire from the enemy's 
sharpshooters, pos'ted in a wood above the battery. After holding 
the. battery for a short time, a fresh brigade of the enemy's troops, 
moving from their position on my left flank, and where they had 
been fronting the troops of Winder's brigade, inade a determined and 
well-conducted advance upon us, accompanied by a galling fire of 
canister from a piece suddenly brought into position, at a distance of 
about three hundred nnd fifty yards. Under this combined attack, 
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ray command fell back to the skirts of the wood, near which the cap- 
tured battery was stationed, and from this point continued their fire 
upon the advancing* enemy, who succeeded in reclaiming only one 
gun, which ho carried off, leaving both caisson and limber. At this 
moment our batteries in my rear opened fire, and reinforcements 
coming up, led by Major General Ewell, the battle was decided in our 
favor, and the enemy precipitately fled. The seventh regiment, Col- 
onel Hays, being the regiment left in the front by order of General 
Jackson, was meanwhile engaged in another portion of the field, and 
suffered heavy loss. * The guns captured by the brigade were five in 
number, and one other — a brass twelve-pound howitzer — was after- 
wards discovered, deserted in the woods near the Brown's Gap road, 
by Lieutenant Dushene, quartermaster of Wheat's battalion, and by 
him brought off. 

The loss of the brigade on this day was as. follows : . 

Killed. — Sixth Louisiana regiment, Lieutenant J. H. Didlake ; 
seventh Louisiana, Lieutenant A. G. Moore; ninth Louisiana, Wm. 
A. Meigell. 

Wounded. — Colonel II. T. Hays, severely, but not dangerously, in 
the shoulder ; Lieutenant Colonel C. De Chorseul, in th& breast. 
Eighth Louisiana, Captain Le Crandell^ slightly. Sixth Louisiana, 
Lieutenant James 0. Martin, slightly ; Lieutenant Farrar, slightly. 
Seventh Louisiana, Lieutenant Pendergast; Lieutenant W. C. Divin, 
known to be wounded and still missing ; Lieutenant J. M. Brooks. 
Eighth Louisiana, Lieutenant Rindqiph,* severely ; Lieutenant L P. 
Wren, severely and missing ; Lieut. R. Montgomery, slightly. Wheat's 
battalion, Lieutenant John Coyle ; Lieutenant P. H. Ripley; Lieut. 
McCarthy; Adjutant B. Putnam, severely; Lieutenant E H. Cock- 
roft, severely. Twenty-nine non-commissioned officers and private* 
killed, two hundred and forty wounded, and nine missing. 

Recapitulation for the two actions of the 8th and 9th instants .. 

Officers, four killed ; seventeen wounded. Non.-commissioned offi- 
cers and privates, ' thirty killed; two hundred and forty-seven 
wounded. Missing, fiine privates. Entire loss of the brigade in. 
killed, wounded, and missing, three hundred and seven. 

The above record is a mere statement of facts; but no language can 
adequately describe the gallant conduct of the eighth brigade in the 
action of the 9th instant. Disordered by the rapidity of their charge 
through a dense thicket, making the charge itself just as the loud 
cheers of the enemy proclaimed his success in another part of the 
field, assailed by a superior force in the front and on the flanks, with 
two batteries in position within point blank range, nobly did the sons 
of Louisiana sustain the reputation of their State. Three times was 
the captured «battery lost and won, the enemy fighting with great de- 
termination. Colonel Seymour, of the sixth Louisiana, and Major 
Wheaf, of the battalion ,*on the left; Colonel Stafford-, of the ninth, 
in the centre, and Colonel Kelley, of the eighth, on the right — all 
acted with the most determined gallantry, and were as gallantly sup- 
ported by their officers and men. Members of each of the regiments 
engaged in the* charge were found dead under the guns of the captured 
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battery. Captain Surgct, A. A. General, distinguished himself 
greatly and rendered the most important service on the left. Lieu- 
tenant Hamilton, aid-de-camp, gave me valuable assistance in rally- 
ing and reforming the men, when driven back to the edge of the 
wood, as did Lieutenant Killmartin, of thfe seventh Louisiana regi- 
ment, temporarily attached to my staff. Circumstances unfortunately 
detained the seventh regiment, under the gallant Colonel Hays, in 
another part of the field. Its record of one hundred fifty-six killed 
and wounded — fifty per cent, of the number carried into action- 
shows the service it performed. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. TAYLOR, Brigadier Genera/. 
Official : ; . 

G. Campbell Brown, A. A. G. 



REPORT OF COLONEL W. C. SCOTT IN RELATION TO 
THE BATTLE OF THE 6th OF JUNE, NEAR HARRISON- 
BURG. 

The brigade now commanded by me, was comanded by General 
George H. Stewart. It was annexed to the first Maryland previously, 
under the command of that officer. The whole brigade having ad- 
vanced in this direction about four miles this side of Harrisonburg, 
were marched back through the woods, towards Harrisonburg, for the 
purpose of cutting off a regiment of the enemy, which we under- 
stood was following us. . The fifty-eighth Virginia was leading, the 
first Maryland next, the forty-fourth Virginia next, and the fifty- 
second last. We marched by the right flank. The fifty-eighth was 
first engaged, the others drawn up in line of battle in the woods. Ul- 
timately, General Stewart led the first Maryland and forty-fourth by 
the right flank towards the main road, - and then bending around to- 
wards the right, approached the place of combat, but halted then in 
the woods, when within one or two hundred yards of that place. We 
had remained halted but a few minutes, when General Ewell ordered 
us to charge bayonets. The first Maryland and forty-fourth dashed 
forward at a rapid rate, and with loud cheers, until they came up 
with the fifty-eighth, and on delivering their first fire, the enemy fled 
with precipitation. I am not sure they were not flying before, as I 
could not run as fast as the. men, and did not get up as soon as they 
did. The fifty-eighth bore the brunt of the battle and fought gal- 
lantly. As reinforcements were advancing on the part of the enemy, 
we were ordered to retire towards the rear. The fifty-second did not 
accompany these movements, but remained in the woods, drawn up in 
line of battle, where the brigade was first formed, Colonel Skinner, 
the commander, informing me that he heard no orders to move. 

In this action the fifty-eighth lost eleven killed, and thirty-nine 
wounded, and three missing. The forty-fourth and fifty-second lost 
none. I do not know the loss of the first Maryland. 
Respectfully submitted, 

W. C. SCOTT, 
Colonel 44th Rig. Fa. Vols, 
P. S. — In this action, General Ashby was killed. 



REPORT OF COLONEL W. C. SCOTT IN RELATION TO 
THE BATTLE OF. THE 8th NEAR PORT REPUBLIC. 

In this action, in the early part of the day, I only commanded the 
forty-fourth regiment. The fifty-eighth Virginia was placed in rear 
of our batteries, on the left flank, to support them. * The fifty-second 
was further in the rear. The forty-fourth was divided into two parts, 
and each part thrown forward as skirmishers. One part, under Major 
Cobb, skirmished the wood, near our most advanced battery on bur 
left ; the other part, under Captain Buckner, skirmished the wood 
near the main road to our front. This latter first came in contact 
with the enemy,, and being overpowered, retired and formed a junction 
with the first part. They were then attacked by two regiments of 
the enemy, and after the exchange of a. few rounds, the forty-fourth, 
under Major Cobb, gallantly charged them with the bayonet, drove them 
back, killing several, (one with the bayonet,) and taking five prison- 
ers. The forty-fcurth numbered, in the fight, about one hundred 
and twenty or one hundred and thirty men. The forty-fourth and 
fifty-eighth then waited, but the enemy not approaching very near, 
except the sharpshooters,. there wa*s no regular fight. I. do not know 
the locality of the fifty-second in the evening, as I was with the 
forty-fourth and fifty-eighth, and momentarily expecting an attack, 

In this engagement the forty-fourth lost one killed and three 
wounded. The fifty-second had two killed and twenty-four wounded, 
and the fifty-eighth none killed a-nd five wounded. Lark's battery, 
two killed and three wounded. Total, five killed and thirty-fivo 
wounded. In this action, Major Ross, of the fifty-eighth was 
wounded ; so was General Stewart. 
Respectfully submitted, 

W. C. SCOTT, 
Commandijig Brigade. 
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REPORT OF COLONEL SCOTT, COMMANDING BRIGADE, 
OF OPERATIONS ON THE 6th, 8th AND 9th JUNE, 
1862. 

• • 

Headquarters Brigade, Camp near Mt. Meridian, > 

June 14, 1862. • \ 

Major General Ewell: 

GenePwAL : * In regard to the action of the 6th, I have only this fo 
•remark, that the fifty-eighth regiment was the right and tea Sing regi- 
ment of the brigade, and first came in contact with the enemy, but 
as the brigade was then under the command of Brigadier General 
Stuart, I do not know personally what transpired with that regiment. 
The other regiments, the first Maryland, and the forty-fourth and 
fifty-6econd Virginia were drawn up in line of battle in the woods, in 
the xear of the fifty-eighth. After the firing had continued for some 
time, General Stewart led the first Maryland regiment, (the leading 
regiment,) towards the turnpike, by the right flank, followed by the 
forty-fourth, and thence 'up the fence towards the place from which 
the firing emanated, and was hottest. The fifty-second did not follow 
these movements, as the commander, Col. Skinner, says he heard no 
orders, but remained drawn up in the woods. Ultimately, you gave 
the command "Charge," to 'the first Maryland and forty- fourth, which 
they did in gallant style, until the}' reached the fence, when, pouring 
in a volley on the enemy, he fled in great precipitation. 

On the 8th, the fifty-second and fifty-eighth were posted so as to 
support the. batteries on your left wing. "The- forty -fourth was di- 
vided into two parts, and thrown forward a considerable distance, to 
skirmish the woods on the left, and the woods near the majn road in 
front. That part which was ordered to. skirmish the woods near the 
main road in front, finst came in contact with the enemy, but being 
too weak to defend itself, it fell back and united with the other por- 
tion of that regiment in the woods near your left, and most advanced bat- 
tery. At this point, the forty-fourth, numbering not more than one 
hundred and thirty men, w T ere attacked by two regiments of the en- 
emy, and, after exchanging* a few rounds, the forty-fourth charged 
them gallantly with the bayonet, and broke them, chasing them a con- 
siderable distance, killing several, and taking some prisoners. 

On the 9th, the fifty-second was detached ami sent forward on our 
left to support General Winder, (I think.) When General Winder 
was driven back, the fifty-second went forward, but* was driven back 
also. The forty-fourth and fifty-eighth were placed in a wood on our 
right wing. You were with them. You know all about the order to 
a charge, the way in which the order was executed, the retirement of 
the regiments to the wood, in consequence of being overpowered, and 
there being rallied by you, and- the ultimate charge under you by a 
part of the brigade. The casualties have been sent to General Jack- 
son, from whom you can obtain them. I do not recollect them. I 
particularly commend to you the gallantry of Lieutenant Walker, of 
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company E, forty -fourth regiment Virginia volunteers. There may 
have been oth'ers equally worthy of commendation, but I could not 
fail to notice him. When* the brigade halted in the field and sat 
down, he alone stood erect, went in front, and attempted to get the 
brigade to advance still nearer the enemy. * 

Very respectfully, your obedient *servant, 

W. C. SCOTT, 

Commanding brigade. 

Official: 

G: Campbell Brown, 

• A. A. G., third dwhion. 



• REPORT OF COLONEL NEFF. 

. 1 Headquarters Thirtv-third Regiment, > 

Brown's Gap, June Uth, 1862. ) 

To Captain O'Brien, 

Assistant Adjutant General First Brigade : 

Sir : In compliance with instructions received, I have the honor 
to make the following report of the operations of my regiment on 
Sunday and Monday, the 8th and 9th instants : 

About nine, A. M., on Sunday last, the camp was auddenly startled 
by general reports of artillery in the direction of Port Republic. 
I immediately gave orders to paek the wagons and get under arms, 
anticipating an order to that effect in a few moments from headquar- 
ters, in which I was not mistaken. The regiment was soon under 
arms, and in a few moments was put in motion, marching in the di- 
rection of Port Republic, my regiment in rear of the brigade. As 
we moved on, the cannonading became quite warm, and on a nearer 
approach, I found two, or perhaps portions of three, batteries actively 
engaged, firing from a commanding position on the west side of the 
river upon the enemy's infantry, several regiments of which were in 
a flat bottom on the east bank of the river. 

Halting for a moment near a battery on the left of the road, I went 
forward for instructions, and, meeting Captain O'Brien, was ordered 
to follow the fourth regiment, then marching to the left. We marched 
on for perhaps a mile or more, taking various positions and changing 
them every few moments, until entering a body of woods, the fourth 
formed in line of battle, throwing skirmishers in front and left flank, 
it moved oh down the McGaheysville road. I followed wifh my regi- 
ment,- in line and about a hundred paces in rear. The fourth 
regiment halted, after proceeding about a quarter of a mile, and re- 
mained in that position during the remainder of the day, my 
regiment about a hundred paces in rear. Here we were all day, no 
enemy making its appearance in that quarter. At dark, we were 
withdrawn from our position and ordered to camp on the opposite side 
of the river. My regiment had crossed the river, when I was ordered 
back to near the same position for picket duty, and marched back 
accordingly. 

Some time after sunrise, on the morning of the 9th, I was di- 
rected by Lieutenant Garnett to draw in my pickets and join my 
brigade at once. On enquiring where the brigade was, he replied 
that he was not sure whether it was on the Brown's Gap road, or 
whether it would # go down the river. 

I had scarcely collected my regiment and started for the bridge, 
when our artillery opened upon the enemy's camp. I pushed on, 
but, before I got to the bridge, I found the way blocked by wagons, 
ambulances, artillery and infantry. It was with great difficulty and 
considerable loss of time that I at last got my regiment across the 
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main bridge, and encountered almost every obstacle in crossing the 
temporary one across the smaller stream. I was without any defi- 
nite knowledge of the whereabouts of the brigade,* but took it for 
granted it was somewhere on the battle-field, and I moved on in the 
direction of regiments which had crossed b£for£mo. Marching along 
the road, I was considerably annoyed by the enemy's shells, which 
were bursting in arid over the road almost constantly. I got under 
shelter of a small skirt of wood3, near the road, and pushed on under 
this cover for some distance, when I came up to an ambulance which, 
the driver told me, belonged to the second Virginia infantry, and 
from him I learned that the second regiment had gone up the same 
road upon which I was then moving. 1 continued to 'inarch in that 
direction, expecting to meet with General Winder or some of his aids. 
At all events, I was getting nearer the scene. of conflict, where I ex- 
pected to be of some service. I had gone, as I supposed, half a mile 
further, when I met several members of the fourth Virginia, who told 
me the regiments werd falling back, and their regiment was ordered 
back to support Carpenter's battery. .1 was now in the woods; there 
was sharp firing in front of me ; I was totally ignorant of our posi- 
tion or that of the enemy, and scarcely knew what to do. I accord- 
ingly halted the regiment, and rode forward to ascertain, if possible, 
something of the condition of affairs. I'li-ui proceeded but a short 
distance when I met Elzey's brigade coming back, and was told, upon 
inquiry, that they could get no position and were coming back to a 
better one. I could get no information from the first brigade. In 
this dilemma I concluded to fall in with Elzey's brigade, and sent 
Major Holliday to report to Colonel Walker, unjil I could hear posi- 
tively and know what to do. Before reporting to Colonel Walker, 
the Major accidentally met with Lieutenant Garnett,- and soon after 
with General Winder and General Jackson. Orders now came in 
abundance." I do not remember which came first, but one from Gen- 
eral Jackson, in person,- " to push to the- front at a double-quick," 
followed by others from ether sources, but all tending to* urge to the 
front. I pushed on as fast as I could, passing several regiments, and 
was in turn passed by others. The enemy were already falling back. 
The firing was, however, still quite warm, but receded quite rapidly, 
and I never got up in time to participate in the firing. My regiment 
followed in the pursuit for five or six miles, until the infantry was 
halted and ordered back, when I came back, following in the rear of 
the brigade. Being but little exposed to danger during the two days 
that the army wa3 engaged with the enemy, my regiment has sus- 
tained no loss at their hands. My situation on the 9th wa3 a per- 
plexing and unpleasant one. I used my best efforts to reach mjr 
brigade in time to be of service and to act with it, but for reasoni 
above stated was unable to do so. • 
Respectfully, jour obedient servant, 

JOHN F. NEFF, 
Colonel commanding Thirty -third Virginia Infantry, 



REPORT OF COLONEL C. A. DUNCAN. 

Headquarters Fourth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, > 

Jwrce I3tt, 1862.. J 

Captain O'Brien, A. A. G. : 

' 9 

Sir : On Sunday morning, the 8th instant, the enemy, under Gen- 
eral Shields appeared in force on the east bank of South river at 
Port Republic. Whereupon, I immediately put my regiment under 
arms and awaited orders. In a very little while, I was directed tp 
move the regiment to a position on the McGaheysville road and to 
throw out -a line of skirmishers.. This put me in position on the left, 
and was the only point from which a flank movement of the enemy 
was apprehended. I threw out the skirmishers and so deployod them 
as to prevent surprise. I remained on the alert in this position until 
about dark, when I was ordered to withdraw and march the regiment 
to camp, crossing the Shenandoah at Port Republic and encamping 
near the village. I take no note of the engagement of same day be- 
tween a portion of the Confederate forces and the enemy under 
General Fremont. Strength, rank and file, three hundred and ton. 

On Monday, the 9th, at half-past five, A. M., I was ordered to 
<jross the South river at Port Republic. After marching down the 
river a short distance, I suppose it was discovered that the enemy 
were preparing to give battle. The second regiment, Colonel Allen, 
was in front of me. His regiment filed to the right, through an open 
field. I was directed to follow and support Colonel Allen; where- 
upon I filed to the right, following. Colonel Allen. In passing 
through this open field, the enemy's battery was brought to bear upon 
the regiment, but fortunately, doing no damage. Arriving at the. 
woods on the right, I formed on the right of the second in. line of 
battle, threw out skirmishers and advanced through a .very dense 
wood and laurel thicket. Arriving at a point in a field, (that I after- 
wards learned was very near the enemy's battery,) two or three of 
the skirmishers that I had thrown out fired upon the enemy. This 
drew a considerable volley from the enemy, who were concealed in the 
brush, and although at a very close range, no damage was done, the 
enemy overshooting. At this moment the enemy began to throw 
grape and canister into the woods, which they continued for some 
time, with great violence, from the effects of which four men were 
wounded, none mortally. " Here Colonel Allen directed me to fall 
back, which I did. Shortly thereafter he directed me to move forward 
with his regiment. After advancing a snort distance, the retreat of 
the enemy commenced and I followed in pursuit. Officers and men 
all acted well, and while not actively engaged with the ^enemy, yet the 
conduct of all was such as to justify me in saying that the fourth 
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regiment would have been equal to any emergency. Strength, rank 
and file, three hundred and seventeen. 

Respectfully, 

C. A. DUNCAN, Col. Fourth Va. Vols. 

* * * 

P. S. — The following privates were wounded on Monday, tho 9th: 
Edward Haller, L. J. Cox and J. B. Major, company H. 

C. A. DUNCAN, Colonel. 
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REPORT OF COLONEL GRIGSBY. 



Camp near Port Republic, Vi., > 
June 15, 1862. J 

Captain John F. O'Brien, A. A. General: 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
twenty-seventh regiment Virginia volunteers, under my command, in 
the engagements of the 8th and 9th instants, near the town of Port 
Republic. 

The engagement of the 8th, was with artillery ; the infantry did not 
participate. The twenty-seventh regiment was ordered to support 
Captain Carpenter's battery, and remained near it during the day. 
At an early hour Monday morning, the command crossed the South 
river, and moved down the road leading to Swift Run Gap. The com- 
mand had proceeded about one and a half miles, when the enemy made 
their appearance and commenced shelling our advance guard. Cap- 
tain Poague's batter^ was ordered up, and took position in the field 
to the left of the road. My regiment (the twenty-seventh) was ordered 
to support this battery. I immediately took position a short distance 
in rear of it, and remained under a heavy fire of shells, for over an 
hour. The battery, by order, changed its-position; I made a corres- 
ponding change, keeping near it. My regiment was afterwards 
ordered to move to tho left to support a battery placed near a barn. 
Upon reaching the position, the battery was limbered up to move ; 
I was ordered to form in line of battle, move forward and take posi- 
tion on the right of the seventh Louisiana. This I promptly did, 
when both regiments moved forward across an open field under a heavy 
fire of grape, by which my ranks were considerably thinned. The 
seventh Louisiana took position under cover of a fence. My regiment 
advanced some distance further. -Finding myself unsupported, I or- 
dered my command to drop back on aline with the seventh Louisiana. 
We remained under a perfect shower of balls for near an hour. In 
this position my horse was shot down, and so disabled that I was com- 
pelled to leave him. 

My command, though small, maintained its position until two regi- 
ments of the enemy came within twenty paces of their line, when 
they fell back, by my order, amidst a perfect shower of balls. The 
whole line giving way about the same time. The enemy did not re- 
tain* his advantage long, as they were compelled to fallback, and were 
soon driven from the field. A part of my regiment joined our pur- 
suing forces. 

In this engagement, the twenty-seventh suffered severely, having 
lost in killed, wounded, and missing, forty-seven officers, non-com- 
missioned officers and privates.. Too much praise cannot be given my 
officers for the gallant manner in which they bore themselves through- 
out the entire action — braving every danger coolly and deliberately. 
The non-commissioned officers and men behaved well and gallantly, 
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moving fonvarcUin good order under a heavy fire of grape ; obeying 
all orders cheerfully. To make mention by name of any of my offi- 
cers, would be invidious, where all behaved so well. The same tff my 
noncommissioned officers and privates. Strength — rank and file, 150. 

Thevfoll.owing list embraces the names of*those killed, wounded 
and missing, viz : 

Killed. — Company B. — Lieutenant James A. Lemon; privates Joseph 
Sweet and Wm. Chittum. 'Company E. — Private Chapman Johnson. 
Company F. — Privates James M. Carter, Andrew M. Martin, and 
Wm. D. McClury. Company G. — Private Thomas C. Walton. 

Wounded.— Privates Patrick Loague, Jno. P. Chittum, A. F. Smith, 
James Mordispaugh and Wm.- Powers. Company C. — Lieutenant 
Joseph Haynes; orderly sergents D. B. McDonald and Thomas R 
Porter; privates Gillie Gillespie and John Baker. Company D — 
Captain F. C. Wilson; privates Robert Lamb, D. Lotis and F. II. 
Brown. Company E.- — Orderly sergeant Charles A. Nossinger; pri- 
vates Henry Sandfoid and George W.; Harper. Company F. — Cor- 
poral John Robinson; privates Wm. Ackerdy and William Pursley. 
Company G. — Privates James S. Campbell and J. A. Cummings. 
Company II.— Corporal W T illiam P. Drumheller; privates Henry Heii- 
broun, Wm. Mitchell, James S. Thomas and Joseph Camden: Last, 
though not least, Major D. M. Shriver, severely wounded in shoulder 
and back. 

Missing. — Privates James Lanyan, Philip Hoyleraan, William E. 
Synder, James C. Davis and Robert Fry. Company F. — Orderly 
Bergent G. 0. Black and private Leroy Sweeny. Company G. — Pri- 
vates E. F. Myers. Archibald Smiley and Henry Ludwiek. 

Whole number killed, eight; wounded, twenty-eight; and missing 
eleven. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. GRIGSBY, 
Colonel 21th Virginia Volunteers. 



REPORT OF COLONEL J. W. ALLEN. 



Headquartehs Second Regiment Va; Volunteers, > 
Camp Brown's Gap Pass, June II, 1862. \ 
Captain O'Brien, A. A. G. ; 

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of the ac- 
tion of my regiment, during the engagements of Sunday and Mon- 
day, June 8th and 9th, 1862 : 

Early on Sunday morning, I received an order to get my regiment 
under arms as speedily as possible, and move down the road in the 
direction of the bridge* at Port Republic, which place had been en- 
tered by the enemy's cavalry. Within five minutes after the recep- 
tion of this order, I had my regiment formed and marched out of the 
woods into the field adjoining the road, where I halted long enough, 
to load, and was proceeding down the road when Captain O'Brien di- 
rected me to occupy the woods to the left of the road, and guard the 
left flank. On reaching the woods, I deployed company A as skir- 
mishers, and sent it forward to the river bank, and sent company D, 
under Captain Nadenbousch, to the left and front, who also went as far 
as the bank cf the river, on our extreme left. The remaining five 
companies (three being on picket at the bridgo and in tpwn,) I kept 
in the edge of the wood, until ordered to support two pieces of artil- 
lery which were left under my charge on the left. I then moved in 
rear of these guns and remained there until after dark, when I re- 
ceived an order to return to the wagons, which were about a mile be- 
yond Port Republic. 

Soon after dawn, on the morning of the 9th, I received an order to 
get under arms at once, and moved back through the town, and 'across 
the river- — the second regiment being in front of the brigade. After 
crossing, companies D and I were thrown forward as skirmishers — 
the former on the left of the road, and company I, with a portion of 
company G, on the right of the road. After advancing some distance 
down the road, the enemy opened on us, and 1 received an order from 
General Winder to advance, under cover of the woods, to the right, 
and take the battery which commanded the road on which we were 
advancing. I started forward with one hundred and seventy-seven 
privates and non-commissioned officers — the fourth following at some 
distance, as our support. After working our way with much diffi- 
culty through the undergrowth and laurel thickets, I camo within a 
hundred yards of the battery which I had been ordered to take, but 
found it supported by three regiments of infantry I immediately 
sent to General Winder a report of my position, and at the same 
time ordered the two left companies — being nearest the guns of the 
enemy — to take deliberate aim and fire at the gunners. Unfortu- 
nately, two chance shots showed our position, and one gun had been 
brought to bear on us, loaded with grape. At my first volley all the 
gunners were driven off, hut th<* two regiments of infantry opened on 
us, and returning to their guns, ihey poured volley after volley of 
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grape on us, in such quick succession, as to throw my men into con- 
fusion, and it was some time before they were reformed. In the mean- 
time, the fourth which had come upon my right, were subjected to 
the fire of the three regiments in reserve, I ordered it back a short 
distance, and then directed both regiments to retire to a more eligible 
position, whilst I reported to General Jackson, (General Winder 
being very hotly pressed by a much superior force to his own, on our 
extreme left,) my position, and utter inability to carry the battery 
without assistance. I was told that General Taylor had been sent to 
my right, ; and, returning, I met an officer from General Elzey's 
brigade, who reported to me for orders. I directed him forward, as 
the brigade was on my rights and moved back with the second and 
fourth. regiments, but found that General Taylor had passed around 
my right, and carried the battery before we came up. We then fol- 
lowed on in rear until ordered to return to camp. Accompanying 
this is a report of my losses. 

Strength, rank and file, two hundred and twenty-four. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. W. ALLEN, 

Colonel second regiment. 



Casualties of second regiment in tke-actions of June 8th and 9th, 1862 ; 

^Company A — Lieutenant Simpson, James N. Gallaher, William H. 
Moore, wounded. 

Company B — William Magauhy, wounded. 

Company C — 0. S. Nelson, Nat. Grubbs, wounded. 

Company D — James M. Albin, J. Hultz, C. G. Stover, wounded. 

Company I — Peter Stickels, C. D. Castleman, George Kelley, 
wounded. 

• Company E — Corporal Hull, privates Weddell, Shank, Prince, 
Lowdwick. 

Company F — Sergeant McCarty, privates Loher, Charles Dinkle, 
wounded. 

Company G — Lieutenant R. M. English killed ; Pat Ryans, 
Mowny E. Fry, wounded. 

Company K — Barton, wounded. 
Killed, 1 ; wounded, 24. Total, 25. 

J. W. ALLEN, 
Colonel second regiment. 



REPORT OF COLONEL M UN FORD. 



Headquautei?*-; Second VruuxiA Cavalry, February 26, 1862. 

Major Charles J. Faulkner, A. A. G. : 

Major : In obedience to instructions from Lieutenant General T. 
J. Jackson, to furnish a report of the operations of the cavalry bri- 
gade connected with his brilliant campaiga in the Valley, I beg leave 
respectfully to submit the following : 

When I joined his army, under Major General Ewell, the sixth and 
second Virginia cavalry were attached to his division. Our regiments 
* had just been reorganized, and, as the senior cavalry officer, I had, " 
the outpost. My headquarters were at Swift Run Gap, and my 'pickets 
extended from Culpeper Court House to the mountains on the east 
Bide of the Blufe Ridge, and from near Harrisonburg to Wo If town on 
the west. A heavy scout was tept watching Geary's command, who 
was marching on Fredericksburg to reinforce McDowell. After 
Shields had passed Warrenton, my regiment wa3, for the first time, 
assembled ; finding over one hundred unarmed recruits added to my 
regiment, I was sent to Richmond to get arms, and while en route for 
that place, General Jackson started after Banks. I joined his c6m- 
mand at Winchester, and reperted # for duty. The sixth and second 
cavalry were then under the command of Brigadier General George 
H. Stewart. My regiment had been employed in tearing up the rail- 
road near Front Royal, (Lieutenant Colonel Watis' report has 
already been sent in,) and guarding the Hank of the division, and 
constantly skirmishing with the enemy ; and, as soon as they had 
commenced their retreat, they were pursued by the sixth and # second 
on the turnpike, to within five miles of Winchester, capturing a num- 
ber of men, jyagons, arms, and stores. My regiment supported the 
•sixth in their charge upon the first Maryland (Yankee infantry), and 
were constantly engaged picking up stragglers until the morning cf 
the battle of Winchester; there th#y supported a battery on the right 
until after the rout of the enemy, when they pursued them on the road 
to Martinsburg, capturing many prisoners, wagons, arms, negroes, &c. 
The enemy making a stand at that place, it was not entered until 
the next day. Here I joined my. regiment. Captains Dickinson, of 
company A, and Whitehead, of company E, were sent to destroy the 
bridge on Buck creek, on the Baltimore and 'Ohio railroad, at North 
Mountain Depot. They captured many valuable* stores, which they 
sent to Martinsburg to add to the splendid prize found in that town* 
On the 28th of May, 1 took two squadrons of my regiment to within 
one* mile of Williamsport, (with one piece of artillery from the Bal- 
timore battery,) and had a brisk skirmish with the Yankees, giving 
them several telling rounds of shell, but was unable to pursue, as they 
opened their batteries from the, other side of the river. I was then 
recalled by General Stewart, when I sent for the rest of my regiment, 
and every few hundred yards on the road we found evidences of a 
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complete rout ; wagons and ambulances were burnt ; tents and cooking 
utensils, arms and clothing were scattered along for miles and miles. 
On the 29th, we marched to Charlestown, supported" .the batteries 
which were engaged in shelling the enemy from Bolivar heights ; that 
evening I was driven from the heights. My r^egifhent was perform- 
ing heavy picket duty on all the roads, (on the Key's Ferry road and 
the Harper's Ferry road,) and one squadron was kept bringing Colonel 
Allen's regiment, second Virginia infantry, across the river behind 
them, (they had been occupying the Loudoun heights.^ We were 
shelled nearly all night, and had had nothing for men or horses to 
eat for twenty-four hours. We marched from 1 Charlestown to Kerns- 
town on the 30fch, (had no feed for our hprses,) and, on the morning of 
the 1st of June, we started at early dawn to cov v er our retreat .to 
4 Strasburg,.at which- place we were kept in line of battle nearly the 
whole day, watching for the approach of both Shields and Fremont — 
there we got about a third of a ration of corn for our horses — that 
night we were halted in rear of General Taylor's brigade (who were 
cooking rations) about two and-a-half hours. The sixth regiment 
cavalry was in the rear, and our men were completely worn down, 
most of them sleeping on their horses. * Captain Dulany, now Colonel 
of the seventh cavalry, was in command of the rear-guard ; was ap- 
proached by the -Yankee cavalry, it was dark, and when challenged, 
they replied, " Ashby's cavalry." Having been 'previously informed 
that General Ashby had one company out, he allowed them to approach 
very near, and suddenly they fired a volley and charged him ; the 
sixth cavalry were surprised, and dasrTed through the second, who 
were sleeping, and relying upon the sixth to guard the rear, as we 
had alternated each day with that legiment. Colonel Dulany was 
badly shot in the leg, and several of his men were captured. To add 
to the confusion thus caused, a part of the seventh Louisiana fired 
into our ranks. This was our first surprise. Many of our men were 
nearly exhausted from hunger and loss of sleep. We had been in the 
saddle, and had had no regular rations for three days. My command 
was soon formed, and we drove them back, capturing three or four, 
who, in the dark, mistook us for their friends. The next morning, 
June 2d, found us still covering the retreat. Near Woodstock, Gen- 
erals Stewart and Ashby, each with a battery and their cavalry, select- 
ed a position. Each seemed determined # todo something, as the«enemy 
had become very bold and annoying. My regiment was thrown to the 
right and rear of Ca^kie's battery, on the left of the road coming up 
the Valley, one company acting on my flank. Here the enemy opened 
a battery and shelled us furiously, and I was ordered by General 
, Stewart to move back out of range, and crossed with my comniand to the 
other side of the turnpike, to support a battery there in position, 
which would check the enemy whilst Caskie's battery was retiring. 
In executing this order, after we had gone but a few hundred yards, 
to my utter surprise, I saw the battery and cavalry running together 
down the road pell mell, and the Yankees after them at full Speed. 
The head of my column was under a hill, and, as we came out of the 
woods, a part of the forty-second Virginia infantry, mistaking us for 
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the Yankees, fired into my advance squadron, causing a stampede, 
wounding several. The Yankees, pressing on my rear, captured eight 
men. Such management I never saw before. Had the batteries 
retired by echelon, and the cavalry in the same manner, we could 
have held our position, or driven back their cavalry by a counter 
charge from ours. But a retreat wa$ ordered, and a disgraceful stam- 
pede ensued. Mortified and annoyed at such management, Colonel 
Flournoy, of the sixth, accompanied me to see General Ewell, who 
was kind enough to intercede with General Jackson, and have us at 
once transferred to General Ashby's command.. Here the gallant 
Ashby succeeded in rallying about fifty straggling infantry, and 
poured a volley into the Yankee cavalry /emptying many saddles, and 
giving^ them a cheek, clearing the road for the rest of the day. 
Ashby's cavalry, the sixth, and a portion of the second were all equally 
stampeded^ We then marched across the Shenandoah, beyond Mount 
Jackson, in a drenching rain all day and night, (camped for the night, 
getting rations for both men and horses.) The next morning we were' 
ordered to recross the bridge, before it was burnt, # relieving the sixth, 
who were bringing up the tear. After burning the bridg% a heavy 
picket was thrown out, and we retired to* New Market, and-had heavy 
picket skirmishing all day. On the oth, the enemy got their pontoon 
bridges over, and about one regiment of their cavalry crossed. The 
army moved up the Valley cm the Port Republic road: About five 
o'clock, 'P. M.,. while the second and seventh were grazing their horses - 
in a field on the right of the road, the .sixth bringing up the rear, it 
was again suddenly charged by the Yankee cavalry ; but we succeeded 
in repulsing them, who, in turn, wero charged by the second and 
seventh, and driven back within half a mile of town. In this fiVht 
the Y r ankees lost their Colonel, Sir Percy Wyndham, captured, and 
sLxty-three officers and men, together with their colors. . Major 
Green, of the sixth, was severely wounded here, but we sustained no . 
other loss. Here it was that Ashby determined to ambush them. 
Leaving me in command of the brigade, he marched with the first 
Maryland and fifty-eighth Virginia infantry, under cover of the woods, 
to my right, iritending to flank the Yankees, instructing me, that as 
soon as he had dislodged them from the hill, to charge them with my 
whole force. In that enterprise he was bafHed and ambushed himself. 
As* soon as our forces became engaged, the Yankee cavalry advanced 
to the support of the " Eucktails. 5 ' 5 I advanced with my command to 
meet them, and getting within easy range, I opened with two pieces 
of Chew's battery, which had been masked in rear of the cavalry, and 
drove them from theif position. Finding that a severe engagement 
had taken place, and that the brave Ashby had fallen* General Ewell 
ordered me to retire, making a heavy detail from my regiment to bear 
off our wounded on horteback. The next morning, June the Sth, I 
assumed command of the brigade. The general, commanding having 
determined to give battle, the cavalry were,* disposed of as follows: 
The second on picket on the McGaheysville road,, and on General 
EwelPs right flank. The sixth and seventh were thrown across the 
river, protecting the baggage train. . Two companies, Captains Myers 
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and Chipley, disgraced themselv.es by running, and leaving- the bridge 
to he burnt by the enemy. Th6 night after the battle^ I was engaged 
reconnoitering the road between Port Republic and Brown's Gap. 
Major Breckinridge, with the second squadron, second Virginia cav- 
alry, was thrown on picket, on the road to Swift Run Gap, and skir- 
mished with the enemy, (Shield's command.) until the battle com- 
menced the next morning by the infantry, the second regiment bring- 
ing up the rear. Lieutenant Thomas Mullen, company E, was left 
on the other side of the bridge watching the enemy, which was burnt 
before he could cross, "and in attempting to swim the river he was 
drowned. We were not engaged ;n the fight until after the enemy 
liad been routed.- The cavalry then pursued them about eight miles, 
capturing about 'one hundred and fifty prisoners, 'six or seven wagons 
filled with plunder, and bringing off the field two pieces of artillery 
abandoned by the enemy, and about eight hundred muskets. Also 
recaptured one of General Jackson's staff. "We encamped about mid- 
night near the top <}f the mountains, having been without rations for 
either man or horse for twenty-four hours. June 10th, we were 
engaged most of the day, picking up stragglers, and sending off pris- 
oners to Lynchburg, by the dismounted men of my command. June 
1 1th, we started again'for' the Valley, crossed the south and middle 
branches of the Shenandoah, camped near Mount Crawford, and cap- 
tured two of the enemyVpicket. Kext'morning, June 12th, we oc- 
cupied Harrisonburg, captured about two hundred prisoners, many of 
them severely wounded in*the- Cross-Keys fig ;t. We also captured 
medicines, wagons ? camp equippage, and about two hundred Belgian 
guns. Here we again had evidence of precipitate retreat by the en- 
emy. I advanced my picket to New Market, and then to Mount Jack- 
son, and held that position until relieved by Brigadier General Rob- 
ertson. On the 13th, a Yankee major and surgeon came up with 
twenty-eight ambulances, under a flag of truce,' asking the privilege 
of carrying off their wounded. For military reasons, it was declined 
by General Jackson. (They having enough surgeons within our lines 
to attend to them.) Having received orders from General Jackson to 
movetacli: with my regiment to Port Republic, and' await further 
orders, I there learned that he was en route for Richmond, and that I 
was to follow. His command having had three days start of me; I did 
not overtake him until he arrived at Hanover Court House. 

The weather had been extremely hot during our campaign in the 
Valley, the r.oads macadamized, and the cavalry .unprovided with horse 
shoes, and being compelled to subsist them mostly on young grass 
without salt, I found my command in a most deplorable condition. 
Our work had been eternal, day and night. We were under fire twenty- 
six djays out of thirty; having gone in with more than one hundred 
men unarmed, we returned generally well clipped. History bears 
no record of the same amount of service performed by the same num- 
ber of cavalry horses in the same time. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS T. MUNFORD, 
Colonel Second Va % Cavalry, commanding Ashby^s brigade. 



P. S. I have failed to mention any special mark3 of gallantry exhib- * 
itedby any of ray men, supposing that it has been done by those under 
whose orders they were acting. I shall omit in the rest of my report 
our Richmond campaign, and begin at Waterloo bridge, where I was 
ordered again to report to General. Jackson, in advance of his army, 
tnoving on Manassas. 

THOMAS T. MUNFORD. 



REPORT OF COLONEL CRUTCIIFIELD. 



IIeadquarters V\lley District, near Gordonsville, ) ^ 

• \Tuly 28, 1862. 5 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, 

Ass't Adft Gerfl; Valley District : 

Sir ; I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the different batteries of the army in the actions of Juno 8th 
and 9th, 1862, at Cross-Keys and Port Republic : 

On Sunday morning,* 8th instant, about nine, A. M., the advance 
of General Shields' division approached Port Republic, on the Swift 
Run Gap road, and while a part of their cavalry dashed into the" vil- 
lage, they opened fire from a section of artillery on the bridge across 
North river. Soon* two' pieces (a six-pounder and twelve-pounder 
howitzer) were brought across South river, and planted in the village. 
As soon as their firing had disclosed their approach, Captain G. W- 
Wooding brought out his battery On the bluffs across North river, 
and opened on their infantry, which, to the ameuntof four regiments, 
was then near the town. The enemy's advance'was soon driven out 
of Port -Republic by the thirty- seventh Virginia infantry, and their 
six-pounder gun captured. About this time, the batteries of Captain3 
Carpenter and Poague were brought out by Brigadier General 
Winder, and posted on the heights on the west bank of the. South 
Fork, and their fire directed on the retreating cavalry, and still ad- 
vancing infantry, of the enemy. Just then I came up, and, encounter- 
ing the M|ij or General commanding, he directed me to remain there 

* in charge of these batteries, and also for 4he purpose of forwarding to 
him, about Cross-Keys, any dispatch sent to him by Colonel Mun- 
ford, commanding second Virginia cavalry. The fire of our batteries 
was capital. The enemy's infantry soon broke and fled down the 
river,- followed up by our guns on the opposite bank, for nearly a 
mile, when they disappeared in the woods around a bend in the road. 
I waited till about half-past two, P. M., and thtere being no signs of 
any intention on the enemy's part to return, I rode over towards 
Cross-Keys, where the battle had been raging between the forces of 
Major General Ewell and Major General Fremont since about ten, 
A. 1 M. I found our batteries posted in good positions, on a com- 
manding ridge, to the left of the road. Their fire had been directed 
by Brigadier General Elzey, up to the time he was wounded; and I 
found them holding their ground well, and delivering their fire with 
accuracy and spirit. Those engaged wero the batteries of Captains 

'Oourtnay, Lusk, Brockenbrough, Rice and Raines, while those of Cutj 
shaw and Caskie were held in reserve. As I "got up, I found Captain 
Courtnay's battery withdrawing from the field, as also a part of Cap- 
tain Brockenbrough's, having exhausted their ammunition. Uf>on 
inquiry, I found the other batteries getting short of ammunition, and 

. as the ordnance train had taken a different road from the one intended, 



108 



and \va3 a considerable distance away, I slackened the!.' ire to cor- 
respond with that of the enemy. 

Some of these batteries suffered a good deal from the ecemy's lire 
of small arms, but all held their ground. At one time those of Cap- 
tains Rice and Raines had to be withdrawn to the rear for a short 
distance for this reason. Captain Raines' battery was particularly 
well and gallantly managed, he having his horses shot and serving a 
gun himself when short of cannoneers. The enemy's fire soon 
ceased, and his guns withdrew from the field. ' None of our guns or 
caissons were lost or injured in this aifair. 

On Monday morning, June 9th, I rode down from Port Republic, • 
on the Swift Run Gap road, and found the pickets of General Shields' 
advance being driven in by Brigadier General C. S Winder, with 
skirmishers and Carpenter's battery. The enemy had a battery of 
six guns (five of them rifled) posted on an old coaling, at Lewiston, 
from which they soon opened an accurate fire upon our approaching 
infantry. Their battery 'was at once engaged by two rilled guns of . 
Captain Poague's battery, posted in an open field, to the. left of the 
road. J list then the Major General commanding sent me back to Port 
Republic to hurry up the 8th brigade of Brigadier General R>. Taylor. 
Having done this, I proceeded to order up the rifled guns from our 
different batteries.' Many of them I found ghort of ammunition, from 
the previous day's Engagement and their ignorance of the .jexact 
locality of • our ordnance train. To supplj them consumed some 
time, and they could only go into action in succession. Those 
ordered«up were guns from the batterje3 of Captains Chew, Brocken- 
brough, Raines, Courtnay and Lusk, the latter of whom did not get his 
ammunition in time to engage in action. As they came up they were 
posted near Captains Poague and Carpenter, on the left of the road, 
and fired, advancing, a part on the battery and a part on the infantry 
of the enemy. Their fire was good, and they were generally well 
managed, particularly that of. Captain Poague, which was subjected to 
a heavy infantry fire, and only fell back under orders. 

At one time' the enemy's infantry, observing, perhaps, the small- 
ness of our supporting force of infantry, advanced across the field, 
somewhat to our left and front, and, by a heavy concentrated musketry 
fire, forced back our infantry . support, in consequence of which our 
guns had to retire. The enemy's advance was soon checked by an 
attack on their, flank by Major General Ewell, and our batteries en- 
abled to resume the engagement, but not before the enemy had got 
one of Captain Poague's six-pounder guns, which they either carried 
off or managed to conceal. . When the enemy were finally routed, the 
pursuit was continued by parts of the batteries of Captains Wooding 
and Caskie, with just spirit and serious effect, and th'e enemy forced 
to abandon the only gun they were seen to carry from the field. 
With the exception of the* one gun of Captain Poague's battery above 
referred to, none of our pieces or caissons were lost, and none dam- 
aged. There were captured from. the enemy six guns and a twelve- 
pounder howitzer, with caissons and all the limbers, except one. One 
or two of these caissons and limbejrs were slightly damaged, and one 
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spiked,, and the carriage broken and pretty much destroyed. They 
were all repoited to the quartermaster, and brought off. The guns 
were turned over to Brigadier 'General R Taylor, as also the unhurt 
caissons, except one gun, which was assigned to Captain Wooding, 
and a travelling forge, given to Captain Brockenbrough. 
"Your obedient servant, 

S, CRUTCIIFIELD, 

Colonel anal Chief of Artillery Valley District. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MARTIN. 



Headquarters Forty- Second Regiment Virgini a Vols., ) 
Camp near Port Republic, June 15, 1862. ) 

Captain R. N. Wilson, A. A. G.: 

Captain: I have the honor to transmit to you, for the information 
of Colonel Patton, commanding second brigade. Valley District, the 
following report of the operation of the forty-second regiment Vir- 
ginia volunteers, .during the recent engagements of the 8th and 9th, 
near Port Republic : 

Between eight and nine o'clock, on the morning of the 8th instant, 
the forty-second regiment received orders from headquarters to load 
their wagons, form quickly, and proceed from their encampment, 
which was about one mile and a half from Port Republic, on the Har- 
risonburg road. Tho regiment was promptly conducted to the heights 
near Port Republic, and stationed on the left of the road, in an open 
field, in rear of our batteries, and in view of the retreating enemy, on 
the opposite side of 'the Shenandoah river. We retained that position 
until about one o'clock, in hearing of heavy cannonading and mus- 
ketry in our rear, when I was ordered by Colonel Patton to move 
my regiment quickly in that direction. I accordingly promptly put 
my regiment in motion, and conducted them back along the Harrison- 
burg road to a church, a distance of three miles, where I was met by 
Colonel Patton, and received orders to throw my regiment in line of 
battle, to the right of the road, and march them in quick time in the 
direction of 4he firing, which I accordingly did; and, after marching 
•them several hundred yards, I received orders to conduct my regiment 
to the left of the position occupied by our batteries, I accord- 
ingly placed myself at' the head of tho regiment, and conducted it 
through an ppen field, a distance of half a mile, in rear of our batte- 
ries, under a heavy fire of shells and Minnie balls from the enemy. 
On reaching the woods, I was met by Captain Nelson, of General 
Ewell's staff, who conducted us a short distance to General Ewell, by 
whom I was. ordered to place my legiment in position on the brow of 
the hill to the left of our batteries, whicfi position we occupied about 
half an hour, many shells and Minnie balls passing over us We were 
tnen conducted by Colonel Patton about three hundred yards further 
to the left, and formed on the left of the first Virginia battalion, when 
I threw out two companies of skirmishers, commanded by Captain 
Dobbins. We marched a short distance, then changed direction to 
the right, proceeding d6wn quite a steep hill, crossed a small stream, 
about which place there were traces of repeated and heavy skirmishing 
on both sides — our skirmishers, a3 1 have been informed by the captain in 
command, at one time driving back an entire regiment of. the enemy, 
the casualties of which, upon our side, have been given in a report 
which I have heretofore had the honor of submitting. Shortly after 
crossing the stream, the seventh Louisiana regiment passed in our 
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rear, and formed on our left. We continued our march in the direc- 
tion of tho-road, a short time before reaching which a sharp fire from 
the enemy drove in our skirmishers, and we halted, which was then 
about dark. We remained in this position until a little before day- 
break the next morning, in full view of the* enemy's camp fires and 
bearing of their voices. About eleven o'clock at night, a scouting 
party, consisting of a sergeant and four men of the fifth Connecticut 
cavalry, rode up to a picket posted on the Harrisonburg road, and 
were captured, and were evidently ignorant of the fact that wo were 
in their vicinity. 

A little before daybreak, on the morning of the 9th instant, Colo- 
nel Patton returned to my regiment, and conducted .us, with the first 
A 7 irginia battalion, back to the church, where we were thrown in line 
of battle on the previous day. We were then placed under the com- 
mand of General Trimble, and brought up the rear of our column, 
then crossing the bridge at Pert Republic, which bridge was burned 
about ten o'clock, A. M., and we marched down the river two or t 
thrcg miles, and finding the column of General Shields completely 
routed, we weie ordered across the mountain at Brown's Gap, and 
camped on the eastern slope of the Blue KHge. 

During the whole of the two days in question, although losing only 
one man killed and two wounded, as staled in a former report, .we 
were, nevertheless, exposed to the fire of the enemy, both artillery' 
and infantry, for several hours on the 8ih infant,* and, I am pleased 
to say, that the officers and men behaved with remarkable coolness 
and bravery. .. « 

I have the honor to be, Captain your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM MARTIN, Lieutenant Colonel, 
Commanding Forty-Second Regiment Virginia Volunteers. 



♦ report of lieutenant colonel funk. 



Headquarters Fifth Reg't Va. Infantry, ) 
June 1 I,- 1862. J 

Captain O'Brien, A. A. General: . 

* • 

Sir : In compliance with an order from headquarters first brigade, 
I make the following report of my regiment in the engagements of 
the 8th and 9th instants : 

June 8th. The drum Heat to arms about nine, A. M. .Our wagons 
were unloaded, and the men cooking. Hurriedly we loaded the wagons, 
and were ready to move. I received orders to move in the direction 
of the Port Republic bridge, which the enemy were then trying to 
destroy. Arriving near the bridge, I was ordered to support Poague's 
battery, on the right of the road, leading from Harrisonburg to Port 
Republic. The enemy were in line of battle near a strip of wood beyond 
the river, on the Swift Run gap and Port Republic road. Our battery 
fired some well-aimed shots into their lines, causing them to retire in 
much disorder. I then moved by th<s left flank -some three hundred yards 
across the the roadj w T here my command laid behind the battery until 
four, P. 14., when ordered to Port Republic. • . 

Immediately after crossing the bridge, I received orders to return 
to the position just left, where I remained until ordered to camp, half 
a mile beyond Port- Republic, where my command cooked two days' 
rations. 

June 9th. Early upon this morning, I left camp south of Port 
Republic, passed through the village, crossed the ravine on a tempo- 
rary bridge, and marched in direction of Swift Run Gap. Marching 
some two miles, we fell upon the enemy, and General Winder ordered 
me to support Poague's battery, posted in a wheat field, on the left of 
the road. The enemy shelled us furiously. 

Remaining in this position half an hour, I received an order to 
move by the left flank some four hundred yards, to the left to support 
a piece of the afore-mentioned battery, moved to this point. Company 
L, Captain Burke, was deployed as skirmishers, who soo$ came in 
contact with a company deployed by the enemy, from the fifth Ohio. 
Driving the enemy's skirmishers back, upwards of a hundred yards, I 
was ordered to my skirmishers' support. 

Moving off by the left flank to the river bank, ! threw my column 
in line of battle,. and marched to within fifty yards of my skirmishers. 
Colonel Hays, of the seventh Louisiana volunteers, then came up on 
my right, and w T a charged through an orchard and across a wheat 
field,. the enemy prudently retiring three or four hundred yards. We 
rushed through a pond of water to the opposite shore, where theencmy 
opened a terrific fire upon us. We returned it, and were exposed to a 
muruerous cross fire. One regiment of the enemy was in our front, in 
a lane in rear of Mr. Fletcher's house, another regiment lay in a wheat 
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field, and immediately on our left, and some three or four companies 
lay behind the river banks. I despatched one company to try <md dis- 
lodge the latter. My men stood firmly, and poured death intJ^their 
ranks with all the rapidity and good will that the position would admit. 
A field officer, mounted on a grey steed, ro3e in front of my regiment 
waving his hat and cheering his men, but he was soon picked off by 
some of my sharpshooters. 

Finding that my men's ammunition was nearly exhausted, and that 
we would soon be compelled to fall back-unless relief was sent me, I 
dispatched Lieutenant McCarny to General Winder 0 asking for rein- 
forcements. But before aid reached me many of my men had fired 
their last cartridge, but remained in ranks for the word "charge upon 
th« ranks of. the foe." In the meantime the centre of our line gave 
way exposing my regiment. The enemy had already attempted to 
flank my regiment, and I deemed it prudent to fall back. I had nearly 
reformed my regiment at the edge of the orchard, when the seventh 
Louisiana, which had partly formed, was scattered by a raking fire 
and rushed through my line, scattering my men. General Trimbfe 
came riding up at a barn, some four hundred yards from our aban- 
doned position, and asked them to go no further. I succeeded in 
rallying all that were near me and sent Major Williams to rally the 
others, which he did. 

I was again ordered to support Poague's battery, which had fallen 
back to their position at the commencement of the engagement. The 
enemy soon gave way. I followed with my command in pursuit for 
four miles, when ordered back, taking a back road, encamped on top 
of the mountain, which I reached at. midnight. Many of my men 
fell along the road-side, worn out and exhausted from the hard labor 
of the day. In the pursuit we secured the colors of the fifth Ohio, 
which -was left on the field in their flight. 

I deem it proper here to state that the. officers and men, under ray 
command, behaved more gallantly than I ever witnessed them before. 
The coolness displayed by them on the morning of the 8th, was 
worthy the veterans who have contested with the insolent invaders, 
every step from the Potomac, up their beautiful Valley, and on the 
9th, held their position in face of superior numbers, under the mur- 
derous fire of grape, shell and musketry, falling back when completely 
overpowered, and then only to be rallied by the words of their com- 
manders. 

Major H. J. Williams assisted me in the command, and acquitted 
himself honorably, cheering and encouraging the men, by example, 
to the work which was so well executed. Lieutenant A. J. Arnold, 
commanding company I, fell, mortally wounded, while gallantly lead- 
ing his company. He was a noble young officer, whose loss will be 
seriously felt by all who knew him. .Lieutenant Wright, company D, 
was wounded and is a prisoner. Adjutant Cornall received a wound 
6arly in the action, and was sent to the rear. Robert Fisher, color- 
sergeant, who bravely bore the colors to the front amid the showers of 
shell and bullets, was wounded. Corporal Walter Monteiro recefved 
and supported our banner manfully through the engagement. 



109 

The casualties are as follows: Killed, four; wounded, eighty-nine : 
missing, twenty. Total, one hundred and thirteen. 
Rank and file, 447, (strength of- regiment.) 

With hut one regret, that we were unanble to do more in repulsing 
.these vandal?, who have poluted our fair Valley by their presence, I 
submit. ' . 

Very respectfully, 

J. II. L. FUNK, 
. * Lieut. Colonel 5th Virginia Volunteers. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL GARNETT, 



Headquarters FoRTy-EiGiiTii Regiment Virginia Vols., ) 
Camp near Port Republic, Va %i June* 15, 1862. 5 

To Captain R. N. Wilson. A. A. General, Second Brigade: 

Captain : I Jiave the honor to transmit to you, for th# information 
of Colonel Patton, commanding the secoild brigade, .a report of the 
operations of the forty-eighth j egiment Virginia volunteers, during 
the recent, engagement of the 8th, near Port Republic. 

At about eight o'clock, on Sunday morning, the men marched to the 
hills overlooking Port Republic, and took up a line of battle, in which 
we remained during a heavy cannonade of some twp or three hours. 
Orders were then received to march to the rear, in the direction of the 
firing. The forty-eighth regiment, followed by the^other portion of 
this brigade, moved rapidly to the scene of action. Colonel Patton 
then detached the forty-eighth regiment, and ordered me to move for- 
ward to the left of the road to support a battery, strongly threatened 
with being charged by the enemy. Here General Ewell placed the 
regiment in position, ordering to the front, as skirmishers^ all the men 
with long-range guns. We remained at this place until about eight 
' o'clock, at night, when we were ordered back to camp. Casualties dur- 
ing the day were three men killed, and one officer and eight men 
wounded. 

. Very respectfully, 

* THOS. S. GARNETT, 
Lieut. Colonel com* ding 48/A regiment Va. Vols. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL GARNETT. 



Headquarters Forty-eighth Reg. Va. Volunteers, ) 
Camp near Port Republic, Va., June 15, 1862. J 

To Captain R. N. Wilson, 

A. A. General, Second Brigade : 

Captain: I have the honor to transmit to you for the information 
of Colonel Patton, commanding the second brigade, a report of the 
operations of the forty-eighth Virginia regiment, during the recent 
engagement of the 9th, near Port Republic. At daylight on the morn- 
ing of the 9th, the forty-eighth regiment was ordered to report to 
Major General Jackson at Port Republic. On reaching this point, I 
found that the General had left for the field of. battle, and I imme- 
diately marched the regiment there, when I was ordered to take posi- 
tion with General Winder's brigade, and acted in conjunction with 
his and the Louisiana brigade, until the enemy was routed. The 
forty-eighth regiment then joined in the pursuit, throwing out skir- 
mishers, and succeeded in capturing some sixty prisoners. Return- 
ing, we reached camp about two o'clock, Monday night. 

Casualties during the day, one man killed and four wounded. 
Very respectfully, 

TIIOS. S. GARNETT, 
Lieut. Col, commanding Second Brigade. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN LEIGH. 



Headquarters First Va. Battalion, P. A., C. S. A., > 
Camp near Port Republic, June 15th, 1B6.2. > 

Captain : I have the honor tb transmit to you for the information 
of the officer commanding the second brigade, a report of the opera- 
tions of the first Virginia battalion, Provisional army, C. S. A., on 
;he 8th and 9th instants. 

At about half-past eight o'clock, on the morning of the 8th in- 
stant, the battalion, along with "the rest of the brigade, was ordered 
to load the wagons, form quickly, and proceed from their encamp- 
ment, which was situated on the road from Harrisonburg to Port 
Republic, about a mile from the latter place, in the direction of Port 
Republic. 

On our reaching the brow of the heights, on the left bank of the 
Shenandoah, overlooking Port Republic, the battalion was detached 
from the rest of the brigade, and ordered to support a rifled piece 
belonging to Cutshaw's battery. The piece moved off to the left and 
assumed a position on the bank of the river. We followed it, and 
laid in a hollow nearly in its rear, until about half-past two o'clock 
in the evening. During this time, we saw parties of the enemy re- 
treating in confusion, under the fire of our batteries^ down the right 
bank of Shenandoah. - They were pursued by our cavalry until they 
reached the point where the road enters the woods. At that point 
the eneiry. made a stand, and their artillery drove our cavalry back. 
About half-past two o'clock in the evening, the battalion was ordered 
to rejoin the brigade.. In order to do so, it was necessary for us* to 
inarch back on the Harrisonburg load to a point near the three-mile 
sign post from Port Republic. At that point we were met by Captain 
Nelson, of General Eweil's staff, and conducted to a position occupied 

by Colonel Letcher's regiment, ( Virginia) a short distance to. 

the left of the road, about a mile further towards Harrisonburg. We 
took- our place in line of battle, on the left of that regiment in pro- 
longation of that line. It was then about four o'clock in the even- 
ing. We remained here about an hour, and during this time a num- 
ber of shells and Minie balls passed near us. In the meantime, Col- 
onel Patton, who commanded our brigade, came up with the forty- 
second regiment of Virginia volunteers and drew it up in line of 
battle to our left. About a quarter after five-o'clcck in the evening, 
the brigade moved forward in line of battle through the woods'* A 
line of skirmishers preceded us and drove out a few skirmishers of 
the enemy, with some loss on each side. After proceeding a short 
distance, we changed direction to the right, and proceeding down a 
^considerable declivity and across a small stream, approached the road. 
Shortly before wt reeched the road the seventh Louisiana regiment of 
volunteers joined us, and formed on our left. As we reached the 
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road a, sharp fire from the enemy drove in our skirmishers, and we 
halted. We remained in this position from about half-past seven 
o'clock in the evening until a little before daybreak the next morning. 
From the side of the road a few yards in front of us, I observed a 
battery of the enemy about five hundred yards to our left at an angle 
of* forty-five degrees with our line. A short distance in front of the 
battery a line of the enemy's, infantry, composed of about two regi- 
ments, according to my estimate, were drawn up behind a rail fence. 
A small wheat field in front of them wa3 occupied by a number of 
their skirmishers, and another body of their troops occupied a large 
piece of woods intfront of us. At dark the latter body moved across 
the wheat field and joined the troops dVawn up behind the fence. 
They all immediately built fires, and we could see a number of camp 
fires behind them. We could distinctly hear the voices of the skir- 
mishers in the wheat field. In the course X>f the night a scouting 
party, consisting of a sergeant and four men of the fifth Connecticut 
cavalry, rode up to a picket which we had put out on the road and 
were captured. They said they were entirely ignorant of the fact 
that we were in their vicinity. In the early part of the night, I sent 
back a detail from e*ach company to cook provisions at our previous 
encampment, whither some of our wagons had been ordered to return 
for that purpose. 

A little before daybreak, on the morning of the 9th instant, we 
marched back through the woods to a point near, tho three-mile sign 
post, which 1 have mentioned. Here the forty-second regiment and - 
the battalion were ordered to join General Trimble's brigade. Whilst 
we were at this point, Major Seddon rejoined the battalion and as- 
earned the command of it, but as that .officer is now absent, I shall 
continue to give a,n account of the operations of the battalion during 
•that day. 

About eight o'clock we heard a cannonade to our rear in the direc- 
tion of Port Republic. About half-past eight o'clock we commenced 
our march back towards Port Republic. On the way we halted at 
our old encampment and furnished the men with the provisions which 
had been cooked for them, as I have already mentioned. At ten 
o'clock we crossed the bridge at Port Republic. About a quarter 
past ten the bridge was burned. We crossed the south branch of the 
Shenandoah on a temporary bridge and proceeded about two miles 
down the right bank of the river. At about three-quarters after 
eleven o'clock, large. todies of the enemy's infantry, cavalry, and ar- 
tillery' commenced to appear on the heights. About half-past twelve 
o'clock, our, troops filed io the right, and marched along a cross-road 
to the road from Port Republic to Brown's Gap. On reaching that 
road we continued our mat ch across the* mountain, and a little before > 
dark, halted a short distance from the summit on the eastern side of 
the mountain*. 

During the whole of the two days in question, not a single man in. 
the battalion was killed or wiunded, nor did tho battalion fire a singlet 
shot. We were nevertheless exposed to the fire of the en*emy, both? 
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artillery and infantry, for several hours on the 8th, and regiments 
not more exposed than ourselves suffered severely. 
I have the honor to be, Captain, 

Your obedient servant, 

9 B. Wr LEIGH, 
Capt. commanding \$t Va. Bat., P, A. C. S. A. 
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REPORT OF CAPTAIN POAGUE. 

Brown's Gap, Virginia, June 11, 1862. 

Captain J. F. O'Bkikv, 

A. A. G. r , first brigade K I). : 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
action of the battery under my command, oij the Sth and 9th instants, 
near Port Republic, Virginia: 

On the morning of the Sth, in obedience to directions from Briga- 
dier General Winder, I hastened from camp with one of my Parrott 
guns, the first hitched up and ready to move, in the direction of the 
bridge at Port Republic, about three-fourths of a mile distant. Under, 
the direction of Major General Jackson, in person, this gun was 
placed in position in the wheat field near the bridge, commanding both 
it and the country beyqnd the Shenandoah river. This piece drove the 
enemy's cavalry from beyond the river, and fired two shots at a six- 
pounder, stationed by the enemy- at the further extremity of the 
bridge, when the cannoneers abandoned the gun and retreated across 
the river, taking the limber with them* After this piece had been 
placed in position, I hurried back and found my other guns, four in 
number, taking a position, under the direction of Brig. Gen. Winder, on 
a ridge to the left of the road, and nearly opposite the position occu- 
pied by two pieces of the enemy's artillery, which had kept up an ir- 
regular fire for some time. After two or three shots from my battery, 
these two guns ceased firing. One of them, I learn, was afterwards 
found in the woods near by. Thereafter, my guns, in conjunction 
with Carpenter's battery, were turned upon the enemy's infantry, sev- 
eral regiments of which were within range. They were soon driven 
back, retreating in considerable haste, leaving some of their dead along- 
the road. Two of my guns were then moved about a mile down the 
river, to a position from which to sweep the road, if the enemy should 
again endeavor to advance. This, however, was not attempted,^and! 
shortly after dark at I of my guns were taken to camp. 

Seventy-three rank and file, (strength of company.) 

On the morning of the 9th, having crossed South river, and fol- 
lowing the brigade about one and a half miles down the road leading 
to Swift Run Gap, I received orders to place two Parrott pieces on 
the left of the road, from which position they opened on the enemy's 
batteries. The balance of my guns, being of short range, were kept 
under cover. After firing about two hours, shifting position occa- 
sionally to the left, I received an order to take one of my Parrott 
guns to a point indicated, some distance down the road, within short 
range of the enemy's batteries. From this point, under a hot fire 
from four of their guns, a rapid fire was kept up, partly on their bat- 
teries, and partly on their infantry, with canister, until the ammuni- 
tion was exhausted, when I ordered the piece to retire a short dis- 
tance up the road. Hastening across to the left, where my other 
guns had been ordered up, engaging the artillery-and infantry of the- 
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enemy, I found that they had retired to the position first occupied in 
ihe morning.., The officer in charge of them, Lieutenant Graham, in- 
formed me that after our infantry began to fall back, he Ordered the 
guns to be limbered to the rear and retire. Having lost his hors§ in 
tne engagement, and being, some distance bphind the guns, he sent 
three differentniessengers on to have the guns halted in the orchard. 
These orders were not received 1)y the Lieutenant in charge. After 
the J)attery had commenced falling back, the fourth, piece, a brass six- 
pounder, in charge of Lieutenant Davis, was ordered by Briga- 
dier General Winder to halt and fire on the advancing infantry of 
the enemy. While' unlimbering, Lieutenant Davis was severely, and 
several cannoneers slightly, wounded by the infantry of the enemy ; 
two of the horses were also shot, one of them falling across the pole. 
But few men being left with thq gun, the enemy within a hundred 
yards, and, finding it impossible to extricate the wounded horse, it 
was abandoned ; the piece was taken from the field by the enemy ; 
though the limber was afterwards recovered. A careful search was 
made for the gun, hut nothing heard from' it. Three of my pieces 
were again moved forward, and assisted in the final dislodgment and 
rout of the enemy, joining in the pursuit for about two miles, when 
I received orders to halt. The following is the list of casualties, all 
of which occurred on the 9th. 

Lieutenant James C. Davis, severely wourded in the side ; j>rivatea 
J. T. Gibbs, slightly in the foot; James Nicely, slightly in hand; 
William Cox, slightly in arm ; Frank Singleton, missing, and be- 
lieved to be severely wounded. 

A number of others were slightly bruised. The conduct of all the 
men and officers engaged was unexceptionable. 

Very respectfully, * 

WILLIAM T. POAGUE, 

Captain of Battery, 

•? • iftffrfc M l faftE *>' «to '* l *H *C*J totHrl ftm 
k *$*!l& ********* n^fJfff <*w*Vf**f& c 




REPORT OF CAPTAIN CARPENTER. 

Headquarters Carpenter's Battery, ) 
June \Uk, 18G2. ] 

General: In obedience to your orders, I hereby make the follow- 
ing report of the operations of my company in the recent engagements 
of the 8th and 9th instants, near Port Republic : 

On the morning of the 8th, while in camp on the heights opposite 
Port Republic,, and, as I supposed, in quarters for pne day at least, 
my horses turned out to graze, I was very much surprised to hear & 
brisk cannonading at or near the bridge over the Shenandoah river. 
Knowing that the enemy # was on that side of the river, and believing 
that he had made his appearance, I immediately ordered my horses 
to be caught and harnessed, and my battery put in readiness for 
action. At this time, I received orders from you to move my battery 
forward as soon as possible. I did so, and placed it in a position at a 
point indicated by yourself. Upon looking across the river, I saw 
the enemy's cavalry in full retreat, and, upon looking down the river. 
I observed his infantry coming, upon which I turned my pieces and 
opened fire. Ha was at first very obstinate, and appeared d^ermined 
to move forward; but a few rounds from our artillery, upon the head 
of his column, soon taught him the importance of the " about-face 
and double-quick " in his drills. I then kept up a fire upon his re- 
treating column, advancing by half-battery, so long as it was in sight. 
After remaining some time at the last position occupied, some half a 
mile below the bridge, I received orders to move to cam]}. Early in 
the morning, on the 9th instant, I receive.d orders to move my battery 
across the South river. , After proceeding a short distance down the 
river on the road leading to Swift run, the enemy's pickets were ob- 
served. Two of my pieces were unlimbered, and one or two rounds 
drove them off. I then received orders to limber up and move to the 
right. About this time the enemy opened fire upon us I was then 
ordered to move my pieces forward, and through a wood that was just 
in front of me. After examining the wood, I found it was impossible 
to move artillery through, in consequence of the thick undergrowth. 
I reported this fact to Captain O'Brien, assistant , adjutant general, 
when he directed that I should send one section of my battery to the 
support of the left. I did so, under the command of Lieutenant 
McKendree, who reported to the General in person and was ordered 
to take position on the extreme left. Of the operations of this sec- 
tion the General must be acquainted, as it was under his immediate 
observation^nearly the whole time. With Captain O'Brien's permis- 
sion, I ordered the other section, under command of Lieutenant 
Carpenter, to take a position oil the extreme right, as there was no 
artillery -there, and by so doing to get a cross fire upon the enemy. 
He moved forward until within short range of the enemy's guns, and 
opened upon them with shell. Very soon the infantry of t|e enemy 
began to advance upon him, when I ordered a round or two of can- 
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ister, which staggered them. He continued to pour canister into 
their ranks, and maintained his ground until his ammunition, except 
•a few shell, was exhausted, in consequence of which, and the'cldfee 
proximity of the enemy, I ordered him to move to the rear and fill 
his limbers again. I then went to look after my other section, on the 
left. After getting nearly there, I found that it had already been 
ordered to the rear. The artillery duel was a sharp one, having been 
fought principally with canister and short-range shell. 

The following is a list of the casualties sustained in my company : 
Thomas Jordan, supposed to be mortally wounded in head; Samuel 
S. Carpenter, gunner, severely in arm ; .William McAllister, slightly 
in side; John Mackay, slightly in thigh;. George Byrd, slightly, in 
cheek. I lost two horses killed; three were disabled, and had to be 
left on the field. Strength on the 8th, # rank and file, seventy ; 
strength on the 9th, rank and file, fifty-five — eleven not engaged. 
Very respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH CARPENTER, 

Commanding Battery. 



COPY OF FREMONT'S ORDER OF MARCH. 

Mountain Department, Headquarters Army in the Field, ) 

Harrisonburg, June 8, }862. ) 

Order o f* M a r c h . 

Advance Guard. 

1. Colonel Chiseret's brigade. 

2. The pioneers of all brigades, as also the axemen of every regi- 
ment, to start at five, A. M. 

3. Fourth New York cavalry. 

4. General StahFs brigade, with Buektail Rifles as flankers, ,at 
5.30 o'clock, A. M. 

Main Column. 

5. Cavalry, under command of Colonel Zagongj, at 5.45 o'clock, 
A. M. * 

6. General Milroy's brigade, at 6 o'clock, A. M. 

7. General Schenck's brigade, at 6.15 o'clock, A. M. 

8. General Steinwehr's brigade, at 6.30 o'clock, A.*M. 

9. General Train's brigade, at 6.45, A. M. 

Rear Guard. 
10. General Bayard's brigade. 

Each regiment to be accompanied by its ambulances and a suffi- 
cient number of wagons to carry their cooking utensils. 
The train will move in the order of brigades. 
Ail horses unable to perform service to be left at this place until 
farther orders. 

By order of Major General Fremont. 

(Signed,) ALBERT TRACY, 

Colonel and A. A: General. 

Official : 

G. Campbell Brown, 

A. ui. General Third Division. 
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CASUALTIES OF THIRD DIVISION. 
Action of June 6th, near Harrisonburg. 



DESIGNATION OF SlCRYICR. 



31. ;lst Maryland regiment 



|68th Virginia regiment, 
j 



Officers. 



Ni C. Offi 

CER8 AND 
PRIVATES 



70 



Remarks. 



Brigadier General Stewart 
commanding. 



Total loss action of June 6th* 



Action of June 8th, near Cross-Keys. 



Designation o»*S*rvicb. 



! Division Vtfiff., 



; Field and Staff , 

1 52nd Virginia regiment 

list Maryland regiment..../ 

'44th Vifginhi regiment 

j58th Virginia regiment 

Luek'a Battery 

Brockenbroligh'rt Batter) 



IV. 



VII. 



Field and Staff. . % 

13th Virginia regiment 
12th Georgia regiment 
Sl^aines' Buttery 



Field and Staff ... 

U«th Alabama regiment 

2lat Georgia re'giment # 

21st North Carolina regiment. 
10th Miflfipsippi reginiunt.... . 
Conrtnay's Battery 



VI II. 



FiHd and Staff 

tli Louisiana # reglment. 
Stli Louisiana regiment. 



FhMd and Staff 

48th Virginia regiment.. 
42nd Virginia regiment. 



OFFICER3. 



N. C. Offi j 

CEP.S AND 

Private*. 



3 .. 

2!.. 
1 .. 

1:. 



Kf M AXKtf. 



I- • • I 



6 57 



1...J 



l...Jt..: 
2i 1 7 

U 



.1 i 

: i 



47 



Brigadier General Stewart 
commanding, wounded se 
vereiy. 



Brigadier General Elz*y 
commanding, wouaded. 



3ft 
22 
10 . 
2f> 
10 

102 



Brigadier General Tr!inbi3 
commanding. 



Brigadier General Taylor 
commanding. 



Colonel Patton commanding. 



Total lo«8 action J une 8th. 
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CASUALTIES OF THIRD DIVISION— Continued. 
Action of June 9th, near Port Republic. 



Pksignation of Skrvick. 



Officers. 



IT* jlst Maryland regiment. 
)44th Virginia regiment.. 
52nd Virginia reciment. 
58th Virginia regimeut.. 



IV. 



VIII. 



Field and Staff 

31st Virginia regiment.. 
25th Virginia regiment. 
12th Georgia regiment . 



Field and Staff „ 

6th Louisiana regiment. 

7th Louisiana regiment 

8th Louisiana regiment 

9th Louisiana regiment 

Wheat's battalion La. Volunt'rs 



4 

~10 



2 

!:: 

I;.. 



In. C. Offi- 

CERS AND 

Privates. 



27 



Remarks. 



1 . 
32 
61 . 
65 . 



159. 



4 



4 128 



53 . 
110 . 
27 . 
36 . 
14 . 



240 ,. 



617 



Brigadier General Stewart'* 
brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Scott, 44th Virginia 
regiment. In field and 
staff, both brigade and regi- 
mental staff officer* are in- 
cluded. 

Brigadier General Elzey'a 
brigade', commanded by 
Colonel Walker. 



Brigadier General Taylor 
commanding. 



Total loss -action of June 9th 



Official: • 

G. CAMPBELL BROWN, 

A. A. General Third Division, 
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OPERATIONS AROUND" RICHMOND. 



REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL LONGSTREET. 

a Jo* fioKAh..* v V#%h j nijmm *U*m>* 4StH : 



Headquarters, near Richmond, July 29, 1862. 
Colonel R. H. Chilton, A. A. General: 

* Colonel: In obedience to confidential General Orders, No. 75, and 
previously arranged plans, the division of Major General D. H. Hill 
and my own, were put in march, the former at two, the latter at three 
o'clock, A. M., on the 26th, for the Mechanicsville turnpike, to await 
the progress of the command of Maj. Generals Jackson and A. P. Hill. 
The two divisions, were in position#in front of Mechanicsville bridge, 
at eight o'clock A. M., but some unavoidable de]ay in the movement 
of the troops on the other side of the Chickahominy, kepfus in wait- 
ing until about three o'clock, P. M., when the advance of Major Gen- 
eral A. P. Hill's command was discovered. The divisions were put in 
readiness to cross at any moment, and at six o'clock the enemy had 
been turned and driven back far enough to enable the head of our 
column to pass the bridges. Brigadier General Hampton volunteered 
to give directions and posiyons to our heavy batteries, opposite Me* 
chanicsville, now become useless, and to follow the movements of our 
troops down the river. The batteries followed our movements, and 
played upon the enemy's lines with good effect. 

Ripley's Brigade of D. H. Hill's division was thrown forward, and 
soon became engaged in a sharp fight with the enemy afctBeaver Dam 
creek, a stream from twelve to twenty feet wide, with perpendicular 
banks, from six to eight feet high. The enemy being very strongly 
posted behind this creek, with the bridges destroyed, these gallant 
troops could accomplish but little before night. A very handsome 
effort was made by them, however, to take the enemy's batteries. 
Major General D. H. Hill's report will give particulars of the con- 
duct of h\s troops at thjs point: 
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Some time after dark, the rear brigade of my own division succeeded 
in crossing the Chickahominy, and Pryor's and Featherston's brigades 
were ordered to Beaver Dam creek, to relieve the portion of Major 
General D. II. Hill's division in position there, the balance of the 
division remaining near the bridge in bivouac. 

At early dawn, on the 27th, the battle was renewed with artillery 
and infantry. The brigade of General Wilcox, and a battery was 
«erit to the' support of the brigades on Beaver Dam creek, and were 
engaged principally with artillery, until seven o'clock, when the en- 
emy abandoned his "trenches and retired. The columns were delayed 
about an hour repairing the bridges, when the general advance was 
resumed. Three of my brigades, Wilcox's, Pryor's and Featherston's, 
under brigadier General Wilcox, were put in advance, to move, when 
the ground would permit, in line of battle, supported by Pickett's 
brigade, the other two, Anderson's and Kemper's, some distance be- 
hind. It was soon discovered that the enemy had fallen back rapidly 
from his right, burning, and otherwise destroying, most of the prop- 
erty that he could not remove. The pursuit was steadily continued 
until one o'clock, when the enemy was discovered strongly posted be- 
hind Powhite creek. The three brigades, under Wilcox, were ad- 
vanced to the $dge of the creek, to feel the enemy, and ascertain, as 
far as practicable, his strength. It was soon found that he was in 
full force. A message to this effect was received from Brigadier 
General D. R J ones, a few moments previous. The troops were halted 
in position to await the arrival of the other divisions. 

Major General A. P. Hill soon repaired' the bridges at the mill, 
crossed the Powhite creek, and took position for the attack. The col- 
umns under General Jackson, having a longer march, .were not in po- 
sition for some time after. Finally, these columns were reported in 
position, and the commanding General directed my brigades to be put 
in position on the right, to co-operate. 

In front of me, the enemy occupied the wooded slope of Turkey 
hill, the crest of which is fifty or sixty feet higher than the plain 
over which my troops must pass to make an attack. The plain is 
about a quarter of a mile wide; the further side of it was occupied 
by sharpshooters. Above these, and on the slope of the hill, was a 
line of infantry behind trees, felled so as tp form a good breastwork. 
The crest of the hill, some forty feet abov« the last line, was strength- 
ened by rifle trenches, and occupied by infantry and artillery. In ad- 
dition to this, the plain was enfiladed by batteries on the other side of 
the Chickahominy. I was, in fact, in the position from which the en- 
emy wished us to attack htm. 

The attack was begun by Major General A. P. Hill's division. My 
troops were drawn up in lines, massed behind the crest of a hill, and 
behind a small wood, three brigades m each position, and held in read- 
iness, as" the reserve. We had not been in position long, however, 
before I received an urgent message from the commanding General 
to make a diversion in favor of the attacking columns. The three 
brigades, under Wilcox, were at once ordered forward against the en- 
emy's left flank with this* view. Pickett's brigade making a diversion 
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on tho left of these brigades, developed the strong position and force 
of the enemy in my front; and I found that I mustf drive him by cfi- 
rect assault, or abandon the idea of making the diversion. From the 
urgent nature of the message from the commanding General, and my 
own peculiar position, I determined to change the feint into an attack, 
and orders for a general advance were issued. General R. II. Ander- 
son's brigade was divided— part supporting Pickett's in the direct as- 
sault, and tho other portions guarding the right flank of the brigades 
under Wilcox. 

At this moment, General Whiting arrived with* his division, put it 
into position at once and joined in the assault. The opportune ar- 
rival of this division occupied the entire field and enabled me to hoid 
in reserve my rear brigade, (Kemper's.) Our gallant officers and 
men were moved forWard in the face of- three lines of infantry fire, 
supported by batteries from both sides of the Chickahominy. The 
troops moving steadily on under this terrible fire, drove the etfemy 
from his positions, one after another, took his batteries, and finally 
drove him into the swamps of the Chickahominy. 

No battle-field can boast of more gallantry and devotion. Th£ 
severest trials were encountered by Wilcox's, Featherston's and 
Pryor's brigades. These were skirmishing all day, ar#l under a most 
annoying fire of artillery a great part of the time. They were the 
first, too, to make the assault, and receive the terrible fire of infantry 
from the enemy's lines. The enemy's left was forced, and his position 
was thus partially turned, several of his batteries and many prisoners 
and regimental standards * falling into our hands. As our troops 
reached the crest, but a moment before occupied by the enemy, re- 
inforcements advanced and were engaged with our troops for a few* 
moments. Soon discovering, however, that they ' must give way, 
they fell back in some confusion, leaving their dead to mark their: 
line of battle. This w T as^ the last opposition encountered by our 
troops, further than a show of resistance as the enemy. was pursued. 
The .firing along other porter portions of the line was continued until 
dark. 

General Whiting having finished his work in our front, with his 
own division, asked for a brigade of General Jackson's command, 
which happened to be near me, and put it in position on our left, where 
hi did other handsome work. After driving the enemy from his last 
position, many of our men continued the pursuit beyond, in a rather 
straggling condition. The enenmy's cavalry, covering his retreat, 
seeing this, attempted a charge, but our troops cooly awaited their 
approach, and drove them back after delivering a few rounds into their 
ranks. 

A little after dark the firing ceased, and the enemy left upon the 
field, surrendered, or straggled through the woods. 

Up to £he moment of gaining the enemy'scposition our loss was 
greater than his, but the telling fire of our infantry upon his lines, as 
he retired, and returned again to attack, thinned his ranks so rapidly^ 
that his dead soon outnumbered ours. There was more individual 
gallantry- displayed upon this field than any I have eyer seen. Con- 



125 

spicuous amongst those gallant officers and men, were Brigadier Gen- 
erals R. H. Anderson, Whiting, Wilcox and Pickett — the latter 
severely wounded; Colonels Jenkins, Withers, 'severely wounded; 
Lieutenant Colonel Hale, severely wounded; Lieutena.nt Colonel 
Slaughter, severely wounded, and 'Major Mulling, severely wounded. 
The gallant Colonel Woodward, of the tenth Alabama volunteers, fell 
at the head of his regiment in the assault on the enemy's position. 

My personal staff, Majors Sorrel, Manning, Fairfax and Walton, 
Captain Goree and Lieutenant Blackwell, displayed great gallantry, 
intelligence and activity.- They have my warmest thanks, and de- 
serve much credit of the Government. 

Majajr Haskell, of General D. It. Jones' staff, volunteered his ser- 
vices to me for the day. Upon his first field, his conduct would have 
done credit to any distinguished veteran. After gallantly bearing 
the colors of one of the regiments to the enemy's breastworks, and 
planting the standard upon them he lost his right arm by a cannon 
shot. * 

The gallant Captain Ochiltree, of the Adjutant General's D p irt- 
ment, volunteered his services, and was very active and energ tic in 
the discharge* of duties assigned him. General Wigfall and Colonel 
P. T. Moore., and W. Munford, kindly offered their services, and were 
active and useful in transmitting orders, &a 

Early on .the* following day, (Saturday,) parties were sent forward 
to find the enemy.. It was soon ascertained that he was not in force 
in my front, and had destroyed the bridges across the Chickahominy, ' 
immediately in front of me. It was supposed, however, that we would 
be able to draw him from his entrenchments, by cutting his r ase. 
Whilst ether portions of the army were occupied at this work, my 
artillery was opened with such long-range guns as I could use against 
the eneuiy on the other side of the river. The range was so great, 
however, that we could do but little more 'than annoy him. The fire 
of one of the batteries in front of General D. R. Jone3, however, made 
him feel exceedingly uncomfortable. Tae effort to draw the enemy 
out by cutting his base was entirely unsuccessful ; and, on Sunday 
morning, it was ascertained that he had abandoned his fortifications, 
and was in full retreat towards his gunboats on the James river. I 
was ordered, with my; own division and that df Major General A. P. Hill, 
to march, via New Bridges and the Darbytown road, to intercept hia 
retreat. After a forced inarch, our troops reached a point that night 
within easy striking distance of the enemy. 

The march was resumed on Monday morning. Soon after taking 
up the line of march, I was joined by the commanding General. Our 
forces came upon the enemy at Frazier's farm, about noon, when the 
enemy's. skirmishers were reported as advancing. Colonel. Jenkins, 
commanding the second brigade, was directed to ascertain the con li- 
tion of the enemy. .After drawing in his pickets, it was found that 
he was in force and position, ready for battle. My own division was 
put in position for attack or defence at once, and one of Mfjor Gen- 
eral A. P. Hill's brigades (Branch's) ordered forward, to support my 
Kght flank — the rest of Hill's, division being left, for the time, oil the 
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road, to secure the right or move up to support the front. About 
this time information was received that Major General Magruder was 
in rear, in easy supporting distance, but as information was also re- 
ceived that the enemy was in force in front of Major General Holmes, 
it was deemed advisable to order Magruder*s forces to join Holmes, 
about three miles off to our right. After getting into position, artil- 
lery fire was opened about threo o'clock, P. M , upon the enemy, ap- 
parently from the Charles City road. Taking this for Huger's attack, 
and thinking that his troops (rather fresh) would expect early co-op- 
eration, I ordered several batteries forward, hurriedly, in order to 
assure those troops that we were in position. The enemy's batteries 
returned the fire immediately, and with great rapidity. One battery 
was found to be so near our front line that I ordered*Colonel Jenkin3 
to silence it. The enemy was found to be in such force there, how- 
ever, that the engagement was brought on at once, four o'clock. 
Troops were thrown forward as rapidly as possible to the support of 
the attacking columns. Owing to the nature of the ground, that 
concert of action, so essential to complete success, could not obtain, 
particularly attacking ' such odds against us, and. in position. The 
enemy, however, was driven back slowly and steadily, contesting the 
ground inch by inch. He succeeded in getting some of his batteries 
off the field, and, by holding his last position till dark, in withdrawing 
his forces, under cover of night. The troops sustained their reputa- 
tion for coolness, courage, determination and devotion, so well earned 
on many hotly contested fields. Branch's brigade, of Major, General 
A. P.. Hill's division did not render the prompt support to our right 
which was expected, and it is believed that several of our officers and 
men were taken prisoners in consequence. The other brigades of 
this division were prompt, and advanced to the attack with an alacrity 
worthy of their gallant leader. They recovered and secured the cap- 
tured batteries, from some of which the troops of my division had been 
compelled to retire, for want of prompt support. The odds against 
us on this field were probably greater than on any other. 

Major General A. J\ Hill deserves much credit for the condition of 
his new troops, and the promptness and energy displayed in throwing 
his forces forward at the proper time, and to the proper points. I 
would also mention, as distinguished among others for gallantry and 
skill, Brigadier Generals R. II. Anderson, Kemper, Wilcox, Pryor, 
and Featherston, (the latter severely wounded,) and Colonels Jenkins, 
Corse, Strange, Patton, Perry, severely wounded; Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Marye, Lieutenant Colonel Coppens, Lieutenant Colonel Royston, 
and Major Caldwell, the tWQ latter wounded; Captain Fields, com- 
manding eleventh Alabama Captain King, commanding ninth Ala- 
bama, both wounded; Captain Otey, commanding eleventh Virginia, 
and Captain Kilpatrick, of the Palmetto sharpshooters. 

The country and the service mourns the loss of Lieutenant Colonel 
J, G. Taylor, of the second Mississippi battalion; Lieutenant Colonel 
D. W. Baine, commanding fourteenth Alabama regiment ; Lieutenant 
Colonel J. V. Scott, commanding third Virginia regiment, and Major 
William Anderson, of the Palmetto Sharpshooters. These brave and 
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charge on the enemy's batteries. 

Majors Sorrel, Manning, Fairfax, and Walton, Captain Goree, and 
Lieutenant Blackwell, of my personal staff, displayed their usual gal- 
lantry and alacrity. After five days of night and day work, they 
kept up with undiminished zeal and energy. My volunteer aid, Gen- 
eral Wigfall, remained with me also, conspicuous for his courage, 
coolness and intelligence. Major Meade and Lieutenant Johnson, of 
the engineer corps, were assigned to duty at my headquarters, at tho 
beginning of the campaign, and were very energetic and untiring in 
their efforts to discover the various position's of the enemy. 

I desire to render my thanks to the medical staff off my command, 
of which Surgeon Cullen is chief, for their humane and protracted 
efforts in the care of the wounded The most untiring and unremitting 
attention was displayed by these officers, both after* the actions of the 
27th and 30th, and I refer to the report of Chief Surgeon Cullen for 
especial mention of the conduct of the subordinates. 

For the details of the operations of Major General A. P. Hill's di- 
vision, I respectfully refer to his official report. * 

Early on the following day, the troops of Major General Jackson 
were reported approaching the late battle-field, also Armstead's brigade, 
of Huger's division. The entire force was concentrated around this 
field about ten o'clock, A. M., and Jackson's command advanced, by 
the commanding General, on the route* of the enemy's retreat. It 
was soon ascertained that the enemy was in position and great force 
near Malvern Hill, at Crew's farm. 

Major General A. P. Hill's and my own division having been en- 
gaged the day before were in reserve. A little after three o'clock, 
P. M., I understood that we would, not be able to attack the ensmy 
that day, inasmuch as his position was too strong to admit of it. 
About five o'clock, however, I heard the noise of battle and soon re- 
ceived a message from Major General Magruder, calling for reinforce- 
ments, # and understood from his staff officer that the enemy waa 
attacking his position. I ordered the division of Major General A. 
P. Hill to his immediate support and put my own in position to secure 
his right flank, which was the only one that could be at all exposed. One 
of Major General A. P. Hill's brigades became engaged about night — 
no other portion of the two divisions. On Wednesday those two di- 
visions were thrown forward again to pursue the enemy, but after 
marching two miles through a very severe rain storm, they were 
halted for the night near Dr. Poindexter's house. 

On Thursday morning, the pursuit was resumed and the command 
of Major General Jackson moved forward, but by a different road. 
Both commands arrived near the new positon taken by the enemy 
before night. 4PMrt0f 

On Friday morning, I rode forward to examine the position of the 
enemy. He was found to be strongly posted under his gunboats. 
Major General Jackson placed his command in front of the enemy, 
drovo back the enemy's pickets, and made the necessary disposition of 
his troops. Some complaint was made that the troops were not in 
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proper condition to attack the enemy under his gunboats. I ordered, 
therefpre, that no advance should be made and wrote to request that 
the commanding General would ride forward at his earliest conve- 
nience. Brigadier General D. R. Jones, in command of his own brigade 
and that of General Toombs, reported to me just before the arrival of 
the commanding General. These brigades were put in position on 
Jackson's left and Major General A. P. Hill\. division on his right, 
at Crenshaw's farm. After consultation, further offensive operations 
were not deemed expedient. 

Some days were, therefore, occupied in collecting the arms and other 
property thrown away and abandoned by the enemy, when our forces 
were withdrawn to their present positions near Richmond. 
iMtcft*** Respectfully submitted, v 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Major General commending. 



RETJJRN of (he Killed, Wounded, and Missing of LongslrctCs 
Division, in the action of the 21th and Stith June, 1862. 



BftlQADIKX 

USN'SHAL 



Command. 



J. L. Kern per,.... First brigade,.. 
K. II. AndLTbon,. . Hecond brigade, 
Geo. K. Pickett,.. Third brigade,.. 
O M. Wiiccx, ....Fourth brigade,, 
K. A. Pryor...;..' Fifth brigade..: 
W . 8. Featherstou^ Sixth brigade,. . 



Grand total,. . . . ... 



Killed. 



36 
125 

62 
2'G 
1.54 
107 



700 



Wounded. 



231 



191 
6S7 
611 
754 
6*5 
510 



3,198 



MhisiDg. 



19 



3 



146 
13 
19 
19 
11 
6 



23 I 214 



Total. 



317 4112 

, j-..- 



4,419 



GENERAL JACKSON'S REPORT OF BATTLE OF COLD 
HARBOR AND OTHER ENGAGEMENTS. 



Headquarters Second Corps, A. N. V., ) 
February 20, 1863. ] 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, 

A. ui. and I. General: 

General: -I have the honor herewith to submit to you a report of 
the operations of my corps in the battle of Cold Harbor, and other 
engagements before Richmond. 

On the 17th of June, last, leaving the cavalry and Chew's battery, 
under Brigadier General Robertson, near Harrisonburg — Whiting's 
division, then near Staunton, and Ewell's and Jackson's near Weyer's 
Cave, Augusta county, Virginia— moved towards Richmond. Law- 
ton's brigade, subsequently of Jackson's division, being part at Staun- 
ton and part near Weyer's Cave, moved with the troops nearest their 
positions. Subsequently Colonel Munford, with his cavalry, marched 
in the same direction. 

On the 25th of June, we reached the vicinity of Ashland, on the 
Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac railroad, about twelve miles 
from Richmond. 

The division of Brigadier General Whiting, embraced the Texas 
brigade, General Ho.od ; the third brigade, Colonel Law commanding, 
with the batteries of Rielly and Balthis. The division of Major 
General Ewell, the fourth brigade, General Eizcy ; the. seventh bri 
gade, General Trimble ; and the eighth brigade, Colonel L. G. Sey- 
mour ; and the Maryland line, Colonel Bradley T. Johnson, wish the 
batteries of Brockenbrough, Carrington and Courtnay. Jackson's 
division*, the first brigade, General Charles S. Winder ; the second 
brigade, Lieutenant Colonel R. HT Cunningham commanding ; the 
third brigade, Colonel L.* W. Fulkerson commanding ; and the fourth 
brigade, General A. R. Lawton ; with the batteries of Poague, 
Carpenter and Wooding. 

On the morning of the 26th, in pursuance of instructions from the 
commaning General, I took up the line of march for Cold Harbor, 
Whiting's division in front. 

Pursuing the Ashcake road, we crossed the Central railroad about 
ten, A. M. Approaching the Tottop6tomy Creek, the Federal pickets 
crossed to the southside of the stream, and partially destroyed the 
bridge, and by felling trees across the road further on, attempted to 
delay our advance. After the Texas skirmishers had gallantly crossed 
over and Rielly shelled the. woods for the purpose of driving the enemy 
from it, in order that we might safely effect a lodgment beyond the 
creek, Whiting rapidly repaired the bridge, and the march was re- 
sumed. That night the three divisions bivouacked near Hundley's 
corner. Whilsi there, some skirmishing took place with detachments 
9 
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of the enemy, in which Brockenbrough's battery,the first Maryland, 
thirteenth Virginia, and the sixth Louisiana, regiments participated. 

We were now approaching the ground occupied by that portion of 
the grand army of McClellan, which was ported north of the Chicka- 
hominy. His right was then resting upon, Mechanicsville, from which 
point his lines extended some miles down thc/iver. 

As our route, that day, inclined towards, the south, and brought us 
in the direction of, but to the left of, Mechanicsville, we distinctly 
heard the rapid and continued discharges of cannon, announcing the 
engagement of General A. P.* Hill with the extreme right of the'enqmy. 
Early the next morning, (27th,) the three divisions resumed the march, 
General Ewell in the lead. 

After crossing -Beaver Dam, we halted to dislodge a force of the 
enemy, observed upon our right, near the intersection of the road 
then occupied by us with the road Ipading from Mechanicsville to 
Bethesda church*; but the Federals observing the division of General 
D..H. Hill, then coming into view, and which was advancing from 
Mechanicsville towards the point of intersection, and at the same time 
seeing General Ewell moving down from my command, they promptly 
abandoned their position and fell back. 

The enemy seen by us, as before stated, on our right, having fallen 
back, and the road being open for pressing fnrther along his rear, the 
march was resumed towards Walnut Grove church, where I again 
halted until General A. P. Hill came up. Continuing to carry out 
the plan of the commanding General, I inclined to the left, and ad- 
vanced on Cold Harbor, whilst General A. P. Hill moved towards the 
same point by a different road to the right. 

The enemy having obstructed the road which I had taken, arid 
adopted the additional precaution to delay my march by "defending 
the obstructions v^jjth sharpshooters, it became necessary, for the pur- 
pose of saving time, to. take a road still further to the left. The time 
consumed in this delay, threw me "in rear of General D. H. Hill, who 
had moved by " Bethesda cRurch. Upon reaching and passing Cold 
Harbor about half a mile, his division w r as opened upon by a heavy 
fire from a position on his right, and also from artillery in his front. 
Soon after, General A. P. Hill became engaged, and being unacquainted 
with the ground, and apprehensive from what "appeared to me to be 
the respective positions of the Confederate and Federal forces engaged, " 
that if 1 then pressed forward our troops would be mistaken for the 
enemy and be fired into, and hoping that General A. P. Hill and 
Longstreet would soon drive the Federals towards me, I directed Gen- 
eral D. H. Hill to move his divison to the left of the road, so as to 
leave between him and the wood on the right of the road, an open 
space, across w T hich I hoped the enemy would be driven". 

Thus arranged, it was in our power to distinguish friend from foe 
in case the enemy should be driven as expected. Major General 
Stuart, who had been covering my left with his cavalry, was also 
posted so as to charge, should the Federals attempt a retreat to the 
Paraunky by Cold Harbor. i * 

But it sooniecoming apparent, from the direction and sound cf tho 
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firing, thai Gen. A. P. Hill was hard pressed, I ordered a general ad- 
vance of my entire ctfrps, which commenced with Gen. D. 1L Hill upon 
my left, and extending to the "right, through EwelPs Jackson's and 
Whiting's divisions, posted from left to* right in the order named. 
The Federal commander had withdrawn hi 3 troops from their posi- 
tions west of the Powhite — a small tributary of the Chickahominy — 
and had concentrated them in strong positions near Gold Harbor, 
and east of that oreek. The ground which had been selected to re- 
ceive our attack, had natural advantages for defence, and was 
strengthened by artificial works. His forces were posted upon an ele- 
vated ridge, running nearly parallel to the Chickahominy, his right 
resting*near M'Gee's house, and his left upon an abrupt bluff, sur- 
mounted by artillery, and protected by a» deep ravine and a double 
line of breastworks for infantry. This position, on the'ridge, was 
further* favored on his right by points still more elevated, rising in his 
rear, well adapted for batteries, from which a destructive fire could 
be maintained against an advancing line over the heads of his own 
infantry. In his front was a wood of deep and tangled undergrowth, 
through which a sluggish stream passed, converting into, swamp or 
marsh the adjacent soil. This natural obstruction was further in- 
creased by felled timber, designed to retard the advance of our troops, 
and to keep them as long as possible exposed to fire. In advancing to 
the attack, General D. H. Hill had to cross this swamp, densely cov- 
ered with tangled undergrowth and young timber. This caused some 
confusion, and a separation of regiments. On the further- edge of the 
swamp Jie encountered the enemy. The conflict-was fierce and bloody. 
The Federals fell back from the wood, under the protection of a fence, 
ditch and hill. Separated now from 4 them by an open field, some four 
hundred yards wide, he promptly determined to press forward. Be- 
fore doing so, however, it was necessary to capture a battery on his 
left, which could enfilade his line on its advance. To effect this, he 
sent two regiments of Elzey's brigade, which hail become separated 
fromHheir command, to go in rear of the battery, and ordered Colo- 
nel Iverson, with the twentieth North Carolina, and the first and 
third North Carolina regiments to make the -attack in front. The or- 
der was promptly and gallantly obeyed and carried into execution by 
Colonel Iverstm, with' the twentieth North Carolina. He was severely 
wounded in the advance. The battery was captured with severe los3 r 
and. held for a short time, sufficiently long, however, to enable the di- 
vision to move on free from its terrible fire, when it was retaken by 
the'enemy. Again pressing forward, the Federals again fell back, 
"but only to select a position for a more obstinate defence, when, at 
dark, under the pressure of our batteries, which had then begun to 
play with marked effect upon the left, of the other concurring events 
of the field, and of the bold and dashing charge of General Hill's in- 
fantry, in which the troops of General C. S. Winder joined, the en- 
emy yielded the field and fled in disorder. 

- In the meantime, General Ewell,on General D. H. Hill's right, had 
moved the fourth brigade, General Elzey, to the left of.the road, pass- 
ing from Gaines' house to M'Gee's, and a portion of the seventh, 
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General Trimble, anil the eighth brigade, into the wood on the right 
of that roacl. Having .crossed the swamp, and commenced the ascent 
of the hill, his division became warmly engaged with the enemy.. F'or 
two hours, assailed in front and flank by superior numbers, without 
reinforcements, •Colonel Se.ymouf, then commanding, having fallen, 
the eighth brigade was drawn from- the fiejd, but the line was still 
held by a portion of General Trimble's. The fifth Texas and a part 
of the , Hampton legion now camo to his support and rendered im- 
portant service in holding the enemy in check until the arrival of 
General Lawton, of Jackson's division, enabled him to assume the of- 
fensive: Lawton, after aiding in clearing the front, wheeled a part 
of his brigade to the right, attacked the enemy in flank, and opened 
the way for the remainder of Trimble's brigade, which advanced to 
the field beyond the woods. General Ewell's troops having now ex- 
hausted their own ammunition, and in many cases such as they could 
gather from the dead and wounded, and haying been engaged for 
more than four hours, 'the most of them withdrew from the field about 
dusk. 

, The four brigades of Jackson's division djd not act together during 
the engagement, but were called to separate fields of service. In pursu- 
ance of the order to charge the enemy's front, the first Virginia brig- 
ade, commanded by General C. S. Winder, moved forward through the 
swamp, and, upon emerging into the open field, its ranks, broken by 
the obstacles encountered, were reformed. 'Meeting at that point with 
the Hampton legion, ^first Maryland, and twelfth Alabama, fifty-second 
Virginia, and thirty-eighth Georgia, they were formed upon his line. 
Thus formed, they moved forward under* the lead of that gallant offi- 
cer, whose conduct here was marked by the coolness and courage 
which distinguished him on the battle-fields of the Valley. The enemy 
met this advance with spirit arid firmness. His well-directed artillery 
and heavy musketry, played with destructive effect upon our advanc- 
ing line. Nothing daunted by the fall of officers and men thinning 
their ranks at every step, these brave men moved steadily forward, 
. driving the enemy from point to point, until he was finally driven from 
his last position, some three hundred yards beyond McGee's house, 
when night prevented further pursuit. 

In the charge near McGee's house, Colonel Allen, of the second 
Virginia infantry, fell, at the "head of his regiment. 

Five guns, numerou's small arms, and many prisoners, were among 
the fruits of this rapid and resistless advance. . • 

General Reynolds, and an officer of. his staff, who lingered on* this 
side of the river, after the Federal troops had crossed over, were 
among the number of prisoners. The second brigade,, by request of 
General Wilcox, was removed to a point of woods about half a mile 
from the river. When it reached there, the enemy had already been 
repulsed at that point by a flank movement of Brigadier General It, 
H. Anderson. The third brigade was sent to support General 
Whiting's attack upon the enemy's left, but reached there only in 
time to witness. the evidence of a bloody triumph, and the guns of the 
enemy in possession of the gallant Texas brigade. .Colonel S. V. 
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Fulkerson, commanding the brigade, fell, -mortally wounded, shortly 
after his arrival on the spot. General Lawton, of the fourth brigade, 
after rendering timely and important support, before described, to 
General EwelPs command; pressed to the brow of the hill, driving the 
enemy before him, arj4 co-operating in that gdheral charge, late in* 
the evening* that closed the labors of the day. On my extreme rjght, 
GeneraUWhiting advanced Jiis division through the same dense forest 
and swamp, emerging from the w$Qd into the field near the public 
road, and at the head of the deep ravine which covered the enemy's 
left. Advancing thence, through a number of retreating and disor- 
dered regiments, he came within range of the enemy's fire, who, con- 
cealed in an open wood, and protected by breastworks, poured a 
destVuctive fire, for a quarter of a mile, into his advancing line, under 
which many brave officers arlfl men fell. Dashing on with unfal- 
tering step, in the face of those murderous discharges of canister and 
musketry, General Hood and Colonel La 5 w, at the heads of their re- 
spective brigades, rushed to thfe. charge with a yell. Moving down a 
precipitous ravine, leaping ditch and stream, clambering up a difficult 
ascent, and exposed to an incessant and deadly fire from the entrench- 
ments, these brave' and determined men pressed forward, driving the 
enemy from his well Selected and fortified position. 

In this charge, in which upwards of a thousand men fell, killed and 
wounded,* befdre the fire of the enemy, and in which fourteen pieces 
of artillery and nearljfra regiment were captured, the fourth Texas, 
under the lead of General Hood, was the first to' pierce these strong- 
holds and seize the guns. Although swept from tfieir defences by 
this rapid and almost matchless display of daring and desperate valor, 
the well disciplined Federals continued, in retreat, to fight with stub- 
born resistance. Apprehensive, from their superior numbers and 
sullen obstinacy, that the enemy might Again raljy, General Whiting 
called upon General Longstreet for reinforcements. He promptly 
sent; forward General 11. H. Anderson's brigade, which came in gallant- 
style to his support, and the enemy were driven to. the lower part of 
the*plateau. 

The shouts of triiwnph which rose -from our brave men as they; 
unaided by artillery, had stormed this citadel of their strength, were 
promptly carried from line to line, and the, triumphant issue of this 
assault, with the well directed fire of the. batteries, and % successful 
charges of Hill and Winder upon the enemy's right, determined the 
fortunes of the day. The Federals, routed'at every point, and aided 
by the darkness of the night, escaped across the Chickahominy. 

During the earlier part of the action the artillery could not- be 
effectively used. At an advanced stage of it, Major Pelham, of 
Stuart's horse artillery, boldly dashed forward and opened on the 
Federal batteries posted on the left of our infantry. Reinforce^ by 
the guns of Brockenbrough, Carrington and Courtnay, of my com- 
mand, our artillery now numbered about thirty pieces. Their fire 
was w«l directed and effective, and contributed to the successful issue 
of the engagement. k - « 

On the following day, 23th, General Ewell, preceded by a cavalry 
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force, advanced down the north side of the Chickahominy to Dispatch 
Station, and destroyed a portion of the railroad track. 

On the-*29th, he moved his division to the vicinity of Bottom's 
Bridge, to prevent the enemy crossing at that point; but, on the fol- 
lowing day, was ordered to return to co-cperate.with the movements 
of the. corps.- 

The 23th and 29th were occupied in disposing of the d#ad and 
wounded, and repairing Grape Vine bridge, over the Chickahominy, 
which McClellan's forces had used in* their retreat, and destroyed in 
their rear. During the. night of the 29th we commenced crossing the 
Chickahominy, and, on the following day, arrived at Savage Station, on 
the Richmond and York River railroad, where a summer hospital, re- 
markable for the extent and convenience obit's accommodations, fell 
into our possession. .In it were about*twenty-five hundred sick' and 
wounded, besides some five hundred persons having charge of the 
patients. Many other evidences of the hurried and disordered flight 
of the enemy were now visible ; blankets, clothing and other supplies, 
had been recklessly abandoned. General D. H. Hill, who had the 
advance,, gathered up, probably, a. thousand stragglers, and *so many 
8iriairarms that it became necessary to detach two regiments to take 
charge of them, and to see to the security of tht prisoners. 

About noon we reached White Oak Swamp, an<] here the enemy 
made a determined effort to retard our advance,* and thereby* to pre- 
vent an immediate juction between General IAigstrcet and myself. 
We found the bridge* destroyed, and the ordinary place of crossing 
commanded by their batteries on the opposite side, and cli approach 
* to it barred by detachments of sharpshooters concealed in a dense 
wood clos'e by. A battery of twenty-eight guns from IlilTs and 
Whiting's artillery was placed by Colonel S. Crutchfield, in a favora- 
ble position for driving off. or silencing the Opposing artillery. 

About two, P. M., it opened suddenly upon the enemy. He fired 
a few shots in reply and then withdrew from that position, abandoning 
part of his artillery. Captain Wooding was immediately ordered near 
the bridge to shell the sharpshooters from the woods, which was ac- 
complished, and Munford's cavalry crossed the creek, but 'was soon 
compelled to retire. It was soon seen that the enemy occupied such 
a position beyond a thick intervening wood on the right of the road, 
as enabled him. to command the crossing. Ci^ptain Wooding's battery 
was consequently recalled, and our batteries turned in the new direc- 
tion. The fire so opened on both sides, was kept up until dark. Wa 
bivouacked that night near the swamp, 

A heavy connonading in front announced the engagement of Gen- 
eral Longstreet at Fraziers farm, and made me eager to pres3 forward ; 
but the marshy character of the soil, the destruction of liie bridge 
over^the marsh and creek, and the strong position of the enemy for 
defending the passage, prevented my advancing until the following 
morning. During the night the Federals retired, the bridge was 
rapidly repaired by Whiting's division, which soon after crosse4 over 
and continued the pursuit, in which it was followed by the remainder, 
of my corps. At Whit^.Oak, we captured a portion of the enemy's 
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artillery, and also found another hospital with about throe hundred 
and fifty sick and wounded, Vhich fell into our hands. 

Upon reaching Frazier's faria, I found General* Longstreet's ad- 
vance near tho road. The commanding General soon after arrived, 
and, in pursuance of his instructions,! continued to press forward. The 
head of my advancipg column was soon fired upon by the enemy, who, 
nevertheless, continued to fall back until he reachod Sfalvern Hill, 
which strong position he held in force. General Whiting was directed 
to move to the left and take position on the Poindexter farm, General 
D. II. Hill to take position further to the right, Taylor's brigade, of 
General Ewell's division, to move forward between the divisions of 
Hill and Whiting, the remainder of Ewell's division to remain in rear 
of the first line. Jackson's division was halted near Willis' church, 
in the wood and held in reserve. 

i General D, II. Hill' pursued the route indicated, crossing an open 
field and cre'ek. His troops were then brought in full range of the 
enemy's artillery and suffered severely. Brigadier General Anderson 
was wounded and carried from "the field. The division was halted 
under the c6ver of a wood,» which afforded an opportunity for a more 
particular examination of the ground in front. The enemy, in large 
force, w T erefound strongly posted or; a commanding hill, all the ap- 
proaches to which, in the direction of my position, could be swept by 
• his artillery, and were guarded by infantry. The nearest batteries 
could only be approached by £ia versing an open space of three or four 
hundred yards, .exposed to the murderous fire^of artillery and infantry. 
The commanding General had issued an order that, at a given signal, 
there should be a general advance of the whole line. General D. H^ 
Hill, hearing what he believed to be the. signal, with great gallantry 
pressed forward and engaged the enemy. Mot supported by a general 
advance, as he had anticipated, he s.on saw it was impossible, with- 
out support, to sustain himsolf long against; such overwhelming num- 
bers. He accordingly sent to me. for reinforcements. I ordered that 
portion of General Ewell's division held in reserve, and^ Jackson's 
division;* to his relief; but, from the darkness of the night an]} the ob- 
structions caused by the swamp and undergrowth through which they 
had to march, none reached him in time to afford him the desired sup- 
port. , 

General Hill, after suffering a. heavy loss, and inflicting a severe 
one upon the enemy, withdrew from the open fiald. In the meantime 
the reinforcements ordered, after struggling with the difficulties of 
their route, and exposed to the shelling of the enemy, w^iich was con- 
tinued until about ten o'clock* at night, came up too late to participate 
in the engagement that evening. On my left, General Whiting moved 
his division, as directed, to a field on the. Poindexter farm. 

lotteries were ordered up. The position of the enemy, as already 
shown, naturally commanding, was materially strengthened by the 
judicious distribution of'his artillery. The first battery placed in 
position, finding itself- exposed to the superior cross-fire of the ene- 
my, was compelled to retire, with loss. Balthis's, Poague's and Car- 
penter's batteries h^d their positions and fought well. The position 
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occupied by the artillery rendering infantry support necessary, 
Whiting former! his Hue accordingly, and supported by Trimble's 
brigade on his left, and by the third brigade of Jackson's division, as 
a reserve, was directed to remain there until further orders. . Some 
of these batteries were well served, and effectually drove back, at one 
time, an advance of the enemy upon my centre. Toward night 
Whiting received orders to send General Trimble's brigade to the 
snpport of General D. H. Hill, ,on the right, which order was 
promptly executed ; but the tfrigado did not reach its destination.until 
after Hill had withdrawn his division to the woods. Our troops slept 
in front of the Federal army during the night, expecting a renewal of 
the action. But-, early*the aext morning, the enemy had withdrawn 
from the field, abandoning his dead and leaving behind some artillery 
and a number of small arms. 

I herewith forward to ^you official reports of the casualties of this 
corps, from which it will be seen, as |ar as I have been able to ascer- 
tain, that, in the battle of Cold, Harbor, on the 27th of June, there 
were five hundred and eighty-nine killed, two thousand six hundred 
and seventy-one wounded, and twenty-four missing ; and' at the en- 
gagement at Malvern 11)11, on the 4th of July,* three hundred and 
seventy-seven killed, one thousand seven hundred and forty-six 
wounded, and thirty-nine missing. I regret that I have not before 
me the data by which to ascertain with absolute precision the losses 
sustained respectively at Cold Harbor and Malvern Hill, or of dis- 
tinguishing, throughout the entire corps, the number of officers killed 
and wounded from the enlisted men. But Brigadier Generals Gar- 
land and Anderson, both since killed, having omitted in their reports 
to state the separate losses of their brigades' in these two actions, and 
Brigadier Generals Rodes, Colquitt and Ripley having omitted to 
classify their losses as between officers and men, I have, so far as it 
relates to the two first named brigades, apportioned the aggregate of 
the reported losses between Cold Harbor and Malvern Hill, according 
to a* probable estimate of the fact, and omitted any statements of the 
loss of queers as distinguished from men in that division. In the 
threfc remaining divisions — Ewell's, Whiting's and Jackson's — the 
returns show a loss at Cold Harbor of thirty officers killed andninety- 
nine wounded ; of enlisted men, three hundred and five killed, and 
one thousand four hundred and twenty wounded ; and at Malvern 
Hill, three officers killed and nineteen wounded. The principal loss 
sustained by my command at Malvern Hill, fell upon the division of 
Major GeneraJ D. H. Hill. 

On the 2nd of July, by order of the commanding General, my 
corps (with the exception of Major General D. H. Hill's division, 
which remained near Malvern Hill) was moved in the direction of 
Harrison's landing, to which point the Federals had retreated, under 
the shelter of their gunboats in the James river. On the morning 
of the 3rd, my command arrived near the landing and drove in the 
enemy's skirmishers, and continued in front of the enemy until the 
8th, when I was directed to withdraw my troops and march to the* 
vicinity of Richmond. g 
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For further information respecting the engagements and officers 
who were distinguished in them, I respectfully call attention to the 
accompanying reports of division and other commanders. The con- 
duct of officers and men was worthy of the* great cause for which 
they were contending. " 

The wounded received the special attention of my medical director. 
Dr. Hunter McGuire. 

For the efficiency with whieh«the members of my staff discharged 
their duties, I take pleasure in mentioning Colonel L. Crutchfield, 
chief of artillery,; Colonel A. Smead, inspector general Major R. 
L. Dabney, assistant adjutant general ; Captain A. #S. Pendleton, 
assistant adjutant general ; Captain J. R. Boswell, chief engineer 
Lieutenant H. K. Douglass, assistant inspector general. 

Colonel A. R. Boteler and Colonel William L. Jackson, volunteer 
aids, and Major Jasper L. Whiting, assistant adjutant general, who 
was te\nporarily on my staff, rendered valuable services. 

The ordnance department received the special* attention of Major 
G. Brier. The quartermaster and commissary departments were 
well managed by their respective chiefs, Major J. A Harman and 
Major W. J. Hawks. * 

Undying gratitude, is due to God for this great victory — by which 
despondency increased in the North, hope brightened in the South, 
and the capital of Virginia and of the Confederacy was a0red. 
I am. General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ti J. JACKSON, 
Lieutenant General. 
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GENERAL EWELL'S REPORT OF OPERATIONS AROUND 

RICHMOND. • 

Headquarters Third Division, i^ar Somerset, Va., > 

August 4, 18G2. J 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, 

Assistant Adjutint General, Valley District : 

y Captain: ♦ have the honor to submit the following report of the 
movement of my division in th*e recent operations before Richmond: 

The march from Ashland, and the movements preliminary to the 
fight at Gaines' Mill were all made, under the immediate direction, of 
the Major General commanding. I need only mention that in the 
skirmish at Hundley corner, Thursday evening, the first Maryland 
and thirteenth Virginia, and in that on the next day, the thirteenth 
Virginia arid Sixth Louisiana, were the. regiments engaged. 

On JFriday, having. formed line along the edge of a wood, I wa^ 
ordered to throw skirmishers across a field on my ri<rht, into a wood, 
some four hundred yards distant, in whir h the. etieini 7 were under- 
stood to be posted, and to follow the in wfth my main body. The 
$kirmisher4()assed through the woods wifho.it becoming engaged; but 
before the division reached it, orders e^me to turn more to the left, 
as hoavy firing was heard in that direction. Before arriving at the 
field of battle, I was met by Colonel CTaylor, of 'General Lee's staff, 
sent to bring up reinforcements, andreceived directions for the march 
of my division.. *0n nearing the battle ground, I ordered the fourth 
brigade, General Elzey, into the woods, on the left of the road, pass- 
ing from Gaines' house to McGees', and as my other two brigades 
were .not up yet, I took advantage of the interval to report to General 
Le^fc who ordered me to hurry ujp my division as rapidly as possible, 
indicating where it was to take part in action. I accordingly ordered 
,the seventh* brigade, General Trimble, and the eighth brigade, Colonel 
Seymour, in the woods on the right of* the road, atfd, by General 
Lee's directions, sent back Captain G. C. Brown, A. A G., to bring 
up the*divisions of Generals Jackson and Whiting, and Lawton's 
brigade. Having crossed the branch, and commenced the ascent of 
the hill, my division soon became warmly engaged with tho enemy. 
The density of the woods and the nature of the ground were such as 
to prevent any extended view, and this fact, together with the im- 
portance of holding the position occupied by the Louisiana brigade 
and that portion «of $ Trimble's which was on my left, now severely 
pressed by the enemy, made it necessary to confine my exertions 
mainly to that locality. The3e troops were attacked in front-and 
flank by superior numbers, and were for hourtf without reinforcements. 
The Louisiana brigade having sustained a very severe loss in field 
officers, besides suffering in rank and file, was driven off the field, but 
the line was held by part of Trimble's brigade, .consisting of a portion* 
of the fifteenth Alabama regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Trentler, 
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Colonel Cantey, with the balance, having accidentally become sep- 
arated from the regiment, anl the twenty- fir^t , Georgia regiment, 
under Major Hooper. I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of 
the c e troops, which were immediately unde'r my observation. They 
were opposed to constantly .renewed forces of the enemy, and held 
their ground against vastly superior numbers, advantageously posted, 
after the troops immediately to their right had fallen back, gaining 
ground slowly against large odds. Lieutenant Colonel Trentler, of 
the fifteenth Alabama, displayed the most indomitable bravery, en- 
couragrng and keeping his men in place, when, in many instances, 
their ammunition was exhausted, and their pieces had become too hot 
to load, and at a time when there were no^ troops in supporting dis- 
tance, and the abandonment of his position might have been attended 
with, disastrous results. I was also particularly struck by the gal- 
lantry o.f private Frank ChampierJ company F, fifteenth Alabama, 
who, on horseback, was very conspicuous in rallying and encouraging 
the troops — those he was ordering taking him for an officer of rank. 
Amogsfc the many officers who attracted attention by their gallant 
bearing,. I would enumerate Major Lawthen ; Captain Tragan, *of 
company B; Second Lieutenant Bruer, con}par!y G ; Brevet Seconal 
Lieutenant Bethune, company K; first Alabama regiment. General 
Trimble also furnishes the names of the following officers as, having 
shown conspicuous bravery. Major T . W. Hooper, wojnded ; Cap- 
tain J.*B. Akridge, company* K ; Captain James C: Nisbet, company 
*H ; FirLt Lieutenant W. J. Warren, company I ; First Lieutenant M. 
T. Castleberry, company C; Second Lieutenant J. W. Patrick, com- 
pany K, treaty-first Georgia regiment ; and Capt'ains P* V. Guery, 
company C, fifteenth Alabama; and James W. Brown, company A, 
sixteenth Mississippi, who were shot dead while leading their corn- 
panic s in a charge. During the late campaign in the Valley, Captain 
Brown's company was detached as scouts, and he rendered very 
effective service in this capacity, giving- much valuable information, 
and proving himself a most capable and brave officer. 

Captain Cantey, fifteenth Alabama regiment, accidentally separated 
frcm his regiment in the confusion, succeede d, with the assistance of 
Captain G. 0. Brown, A. A, G., just returned from carrying orders, 
in rallying a. number of fugitives,, whom he lead again interaction. 
The filth Texas '.regiment, of Hood's brigade, and a portion of the 
Hamptan legion, first came to my assistance, and rendered valuable ser- 
vice in keeping back the enemy until the arrival of General Lawto.n 
enabled our forces to take the initiative. General LaWton, after as- 
sisting in clearing the front, wheeled part .of his brigade to the right, 
attacking, the enemy in Hank, thus opening the v,ay to the remainder 
of General Trimble's brigade, which was on my right, and whicli ad- 
vanced to the field beyond the woods. The small bodyjof troops with 
me had held their ground for two hours or more, alone, when the re- 
inforcements already mentioned, came up, and they, having exhausted 
all their own ammunition, and in many cases that of the dead and 
wounded, and having been closely engaged for* more than four hours, 
the most of them were withdrawn from the field abcut dusk. I re- 
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mained on the field rnysolf, until after dark, in order that the troops 
which came up later in the day might profit by what I had learned of 
the ground, and the< position of the enemy. I found the .thirteenth 
Georgia regiment, Colonel Douglas, temporarily separated from* the 
rest of Lawton's brigade on its left, but instead. of waiting for orders, 
gallantly aid successfully advanced against # the enemy, though he 
was strongly posted, until assurances that those in front were frie-nds, 
caused doubts in the minds of the men, and made it advisable to halt 
there under cover until the movements of the fifth Texas and the bal- 
ance of Lawton's brigade was certain to dislodge the enemy. * 

On Saturday, under orders from General Jackson, I advanced, pre- 
ceeded by a cavalry force', ^lown the north bank of the Chickahominy, 
to Dispatch Station,- and destroyed a portion -of the railroad track. 
The station -and stores had unfortunately been burnt by the cavalry 
advance guard before my arrival/ . 

About noon, on Sunday, I was ordered to prevent the enenfy from 
crossing Bottom's Bridge, and took position accordingly, until six, P. 
M., when I received orders to return to Grapevine Bridge, and fol- 
low General Jackson's division. 

* Tuesday morning, 5n the march, I was joined by General Early, 
(ordered to my division, )jyho took command of the fourth brigade, 
General Elzey having been dangerously wounded at Coll Harbor. 
At this time* General Early was so disabled from the effects of a 
wound received at Williamsburg, as to be unable to mount hie horse 
without assistance. 

At Malvern Hill, my division was.jn reserve. General Trimble 
being posted in rear of General Whiting's left; Colonel Stafford, with 
the Louisiana brigade, on the right of General Whiting's line, and 
General Early in rear of Colonel Stafford. About dark, General 
Early was ordered to the r[ght to support General D. H. Hill, and 
was exposed on his march; and on his arrival, to a heavy artillery 
fire. When morning came his troops we're the only ones on that part 
of the field. Colonel Stafford's brigade- was detached from my com r 
mand, and consequently I can give no account of his movements. I 
refer you to his report, herewith forwarded. 

At Westover, on Friday following, my division was placed in front, 
and advanced until our skirmisners became engaged with^those of the 
enemy, when we were ordered to halt. 

I enclose* the reports of Generals Early and Trimble, ^Colonel 
Walker and Colonel Stafford. General Trimble furnishes the diagram. 
On a comparison of his report with mine, some discrepancies will be 
observed, which can in part be "accounted for by the lapse of time, 
and the confusion of describing movements over ground not examined 
by us together. The report of Colonel Bradley T. Johnson, com- 
manding Maryland line, is also appended, as are detailed lists of the 
killed and wounded, showing an aggregate loss of nine hundred and 
eighty-seven.' 

'My staff at Gaines' Mill or Cold Harbor, consisted of Lieueten- 
ant Colonel J. M. Jon6s, Adjutant General's Department ; Acting In- 
spector General, Major James Barbour, and Captain G. C. Brown, 
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A. A. -General's Department, and Lieutenant Hugh M. Nelson, A. 
D. C, who was slightly wounded. At Malvern Hill, the same, with 
the addition of Lieutenant T. T. Turner, A. C. Major B. M. 
Greene, division O. S., was also with me on the field on both occa- 
sions. >*M> * 

Respectfully, 

.R. S. EWELL, 

Brigadier General, 
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LIST OF KILLED: WOUNDED AND MISSING in the Third 
'Division, Army* Valley District,, in the battles of Cold Harbor, 
{Gaines' Mill,) June 21th,, and Mahern Hill, July 1st, lS62: 

FOURTH BRIGADE, BRIGADIER GENERAL A. ELZEY. 

Battle of Cold Harbor, (Gaines' Mill,) June 27th. 



Command. 



Thirtecrth Virginia... 
Twenty -fifth Virginia 
Thirty-first Virginia.., 
Fo r t y - fourth' Vi i giiiia. , 
Fifty-aecond Virginia. 
Fifty eigh*b Virginia. 
Twelfth Georgia , 



KlLI 



Total . 



.1 8 



IS 



88 



Wounded. 



76 



16 
11 

24 
39 
6 



Total. 



•1? 

I? 

93 
2 
13 
12 
28 
47 



Battle of Malvern Hill, July 1st, 1SG2. 



Command. 



K.U.LFD. 



i ! 



Thirteenth Vi rein in . 

Twenty-fifth Virginia 

Thirty-first Virginia. 

Fo r t y - fo u r t h V • rgi n i a — 

Fifty-f-ccond Virginia % <.... . 

Fifty-eigh h Vitginia 1 

Twelfth Georgia , 



:::: * 



Total* 1 



W6UNDED. 



S' 

.... 



Missing. 



Total in ijotii Battles. 



Eg 
o c 



Total. 



Si 
as- 



14 



5 S3 

— . — g 



Killed. 


WODSDKD. 


Missino. 


Total. 1 . 




Officers. 


°£ 
* § 


01 

i 

o 


°£ 

* 


Officers. 


& 
°£ 


• o 

c 


N. C Officers 
and Privates.' 


5 

O 
O 
<1 


9. 


42 


27 


200 




*3 


36 


215 


281 
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LIST OF KILLED, WOUtfDED AND « M1DSZNG in the Eighth 
Brigade , Third Division, Army Valley District, in the battles of 

. Cold Ilarbor, (Gaines' Mill,) Friday, June 21th, and Malvern Hill, 
Jtly 1st, 1&62. 

EIGHTH BRIGADE, COL. J. E. SEYMOUR, COMMANDING 
Battle of Cold Harbor. 



COMMASD. 



Sixth Louisiana 

Seventh Louisiana 

Eighth Louisiana 

Nintn Louisiana , 

Thirteenth Special Battalion. 
(Jarrington's Battery t 



Total. 



Killed. 



3 o> 



WOUNDKD. MfSSINO. 



37 
32 
36 
15 
16 



3 g 



o 



of 



Total 



°3 



44 
33 
42 
19 
*9 
1 
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Battle of Malvern Hill. 



Command 



Sixth Louisiana . 

Seventh Louisiana j. 

Eighth Louisiana. 

Ninth Louisiana '. 

Thirteenth Special Battalion, 
Carrington's Battery 



Total . 



Killed. 



, 4 [ 20 



WOCNDED. 



3 . 



27 
18 
32 
10 
2 



Missing. 



If 



Total. 



I? 



Total in both Engagements. 



Killed. . 


W0U5DED 


Missing. 




Total 


H 

H 
* 

O 
H 

O 
< 


Officers. 


N. C. Officers 
and Pi ivates. 


Officers. 


N. 0. Officers 
and'Brivatea. 




Officers, 


N. C. Officers' 
and Privates. I 


l Officers. 




N. C. Officers 
and Privates. 


9 


47 


9 


227 








1 


J 


274 


292 
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LIST OF KILLED WOUNDED AND MISSING in the Seventh 
' Brigade, Third Division, Army Valley District, in the battles before. 
Richmond, June 27th, and July 1st, 1862 : 



SEVENTH BRIGADE, BRIG. GENERAL J. R. TRIMBLE. 





Killed. 


WOUNDED. 


Missing. 


Total. 








( £ OD 




£ » 




£ « 




£ *' 




Command. 




fflce 
vate 




ffice 




ffice 






M 

-4 


•* 


09* 


Ou 


E 

» 




09 

o> 




03 

E 




O 
K 

g 




© 




o 




o 






°* 


O v 








a 




i 




i 




0 




O 


feg 


o 




O 




o 


JiJ 


< 




2 


33 


4 


111 






i — 

6 


144 

77 


150 




1 


14 


7 


44 




19 


8 


83 


Twenty-flrnt Ge,ore:ia ....... 


1 


19 


5 


75 




11 


6 


.105 


111 






1 


3 


26 




IS 


3 


42 


45 








1 


4 




4 


1 


8 


9 
























4 


67 


20 


260 




49 


24 


376 


400 



LIST OF KILLED, WOUNDED AND MISSING, Maryland Line, 
in the battles of June %1tk, and July 1st, 1862 : 







Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


Total. * 


a 




Command. 


















M 

H 




















•* 






Officers 


Privatei 


Officers, 


Private! 


^Officers. 


Private* 


Officers, 


Privates 


ACGREG 


June 27, 
Julyl, ' 






. 2 




6 








8 


8 






1 












1 


1 










i 








1 


1 


■ 










1 








1 


1 








3 

. _i_ 


1 8 








11 


11 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF THE CASUALTIES in the 
Third Division, Army Valley District, Major General R. S. Ewell, 
commanding, in the actions near Richmond, June 21th to July 1st, 
1862; 











- • <fc— 












Killed. 


WOUNLED. 


Missing. 




Total. 


























Officers 
rivates. 


00 


Officers 
'rivates. 


£ 


Officers 
rivates. 




£ » 

l| 
°? 


M 

O 


g 
• 




« 


<?: 


5 


N. C. 
and P 








M 

« 


unit 


£ 

A oj 


Offi< 


Offi< 


Offi< 






1 ° 
I O 


23 


159 


58 


695 




62 


81 


906 


* 987 





Official: • 

G. CAMPBELL BR0WX, 

A. A. General. 



GENERAL HUGER'S REPORT OF OPERATIONS AROUND 

RICHMOND. - • 

Headquarters of Division, ) 
Falling Creek , Chester fold County, July 21, 1862. 5 

General R. E. Lee, ' . ' 

Commanding Army Northern Virginia : 

General : I submit, herewith, the reports of different commanders 
jn this division, showing the part taken by the troops under their 
command, in the battles near Richmond, between the £5th June and 
the 1st of July, 1862 : 

Immediately after the battle of Seven Pines, my division was 
posted in the advance* opposite that position of the enemy from 
which our troops retired on tfcfe morning of June 2d. " Our line ex- 
tended from the York River railroad across the Williamsburg road, 
to and'beyond the Charles City road. Maj. General Longstreet, com- 
manding right wing, furnished additional brigades to assist in per- 
forming the arduous picket duty, and placed all the troops of his 
command at my disposal, for supports in case of need. I continually 
pushed the pickets up to the enemy's works, and offered them battle 
daily, always shooting or capturing every individual we could. ' The 
enemy made no advance upon^ us, and seemed to be occupied in 
Strengthening and enlarging his fortifications, and clearing away the 
woods near them, until the ISth June, when he advanced and drove 
in some of our pickets. The fifty-third Virginia regiment, on picket 
duty that day, were driven in on part of the line. Colonel Wright 
canfe to their assistance, with his regiment, the* third Georgia, and 
drove the enemy back. In the course of the next day or two, we 
fo^ind and buried twenty-nine bodies of the enemy, who were killed 
in this skirmish, eleven prisoners also being captured, from which we 
may suppose their loss was severe. The fifty-third Virginia had 
seven wounded. The third Georgia had five killed and two wounded. 
I consider that the enemy was sevefely punished for their attempt. 
„ On the morning of the 25th of June, the brigade of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Ransom (six regiments of North Carolina troops) joined me, by 
your order, anJhvcre placed in rear of our line, as a support. .The 
picket line, which extended through the woods,, close up to the en- 
emy's works, consisted of the fourth Georgia* regiment, Colonel Doles, 
on the right of the Williamsburg road, and the ninth Virginia regi- 
ment, fifth Virginia battalion and fifty-third Virginia regiment, of 
General Armistead's brigade, between the Williamsburg road and the 
railroad. At daylight, the. enemy made a severe attack on our picket 
line, which was reinforced by Generals Armistead and Wright, bring- 
ing up their regiments from our -entrenchments, and by the regiments 
of -General Ransom's brigade, which had just arrived, and were 
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promptly brought up by him as supports. "One of the latter regi- 
ments, the twenty- third North Carolina, Colonel Rutledge, was pushed 
to the left of the Williamsburg read, .where the .enemy had advanced, 
and drove them back in gallant style, holding our original line of 
pickets. General Armistead's troops, pushing back the enemy, re- 
sumed our line of pickets from Colonel Rufl3Bge's left to the railroad. 
General Wright brought forward the first Louisiana regiment and the 
twenty-second Georgia to the support of the fourth Georgia, and (Trove 
the enemy back, in doing which, our losa was considerable, especially 
in the first Louisiana regiment, as shown by the list of casualties here- 
with appended. Our pickets were relieved by regiments of General 
Ransom's brigade, and most of them, composed of new troops, be- 
haved with great steadiness and coolness in this their first conflict with 
the enemy. Late in the evening, we pushed the enemy "on our right ttf 
recover the. ground lost in the morning. This was accomplished by 
the fourth Georgia, regiment, supported by Colonel Hill's regiment, of 
Ransom's brigade, .(forty- eighth North Caroling.) Rrig. Gen. Mahone 
had sent Captain Grimes' battery to a* position near French's house, 
and it was well served against the enemy. He aI§o moved a portion 
of his brigade so as to protect the right of General Wright's line. 
• The forty-ninth Virginia, Colonel William Smith, supported by the 
forty-first Virginia* was so placed as to flarik the enemy on their left 
as they advanced on Colonel Hill. Their fire assisted greatly in re- 
pulsing the enemy. I enclose *he reports of Generals Mahone and 
Wright. General Armistead's whole force was engaged on our left, 
and by evening they had .fully recovered our original picket line. 
General Wright leports the handsome manner in which p portion of 
Captain Frank Huger's battery drove off the pieces the enemy had 
advanced down*the Williamsburg road, and with which he kept up a 
lire on our whole line until driven off by our guns, which were after- 
wards advanced to the position held by the enemy, and fired into his 
camps. The brigade of Brigadier General Walker reported to me on 
the 26th, and wjjs held in reserve as a support, but was next morning, 
by your instructions, sent elsewhere. The troops which were in fiiy 
rear all moved off during the night of the 25th or -morning of the 
26th, to commence that series of brilliant actions, which* began on 
the enemy's right. My -division 4 alone remained between the enemy 
and Richmond on this approach. During the 26th and 27th and 28th 
of June we pushed forward our scouts and advanced up to the abattis 
around the enemy's works, but found them in forc^ and similar re- 
connoissances, made by Generals Magruder and McLaws, with whom 
I was in communication, indicated that the force in our front was not 
reduced by the operations taking place on our left.* On Saturday, 
June 28th, the enemy kept quiet, and we suspected, they were re- 
tiring. The pickets heard wagons moving off^during that night. I 
ordered the pickets to advance and push scouts up at daylight {Sunday 
morning to give information. Sunday, June 29th, no report 
coming from tkem, after sunrise, J rode foiward to the advanced 
pickets, and met Colonel Doles, of the fourth Georgia, who had just 
jome to the conclusion that the enemy had left, and a white flag was 



147 



shown From tie "works. With a company of the fourth Georgia regi- 
ment, I rode forward with one aid-de-camp (Lieutenant Sloan) and 
entered the works. .A few men, who represented themselves left a? 
hospital attendants, were the only persons there. The tents were 
left standing, cut, and I was informed a surgeon was' left with* the 
si ck. I rode on and found him, and read his order and directed him 
to remain with the sick, % and he would not be considered a prisoner of 
war. By this time all the regiments on picket duty had marched up 
to the w orks. I rod* along the lines, announced to them the enemy 
had left, and we were ordered-to follow them down the Charles City 
road. 

General Wright had joined* me, and • ho and the other briga- 
diers were ordered to get ready to march at once and move over to 
the Charles City road* General Mahone, who was on that road, was 
ordered to move dowfi it, General Armistead tp follow him, Generals 
Wright and Ransom to follow. 

Soon after Generals Wright and Ransom got their brigades in mo- 
tion, a message was received from General Magruder, at Fair Oak 
Station, that the enemy were advancing on him in force, and asking 
me to support him with two brigades. Ransom's brigade was at once 
recalled and I marched with it back to the Seven Pines. Wright's 
brigade, was ordered back. 

The day was intensely hot, ar.d this marching and counter-march- 
ing exhausted the men.. I met General Magruder, who insisted the 
enemy were advancing in great force, and he desired my assistance, 
asking me to form lii^e of battle, left on railroad, and right at Seven 
Pines. I had commenced moving the troops into position, when I 
saw a line in my front, and inquiring what troops they were, was in- 
formed it was McLaws' division. At the same- moment I received a 
despatch from General Lee, (whom I left at my late headquarters,) 
. saying it was very important I should proceed at once down the 
Charles City road, and if my assistance was not necessary to General 
Magruder, to move on. As the- enemy had abandoned their works 
and retired, I could not conceive their attack was a serious one, but 
the demonstration w T as only to delay us, and, as General MeLaws 
occupied the. ground, I might leave, and sent a message to General 
Magiuder, that under my orders, I had decided rt'was not.uecessary 
for me to stay. I -had halted General Wright near French's house, 
and I sent him orders to resume his march to the Charles City road. 
General Ransc^n was* sent off in the same direction at once. In the 
meantime, Mahone and Armistead had advanced down the road. In. 
the evening, Ransom and Wright* followed. I reached the head of the 
column late in the afternoon, near Bridewell's, (on map,) when our 
flankers, on the left, were fired on by the enemy. We pushed light 
troops into the woods, and examined .the country. It appeared the- 
enemy had not'reiired from the camps on our left, and, as I went down> 
the road, I was leaving Kearney's division behirfd me. I was informed 
there was a road, called the New road, running along the edge of White- 
Oak Swamp, and that Kearney's division was on the other side of "the* 
swamp. A b«*y; who had been over the swamp on a message, and 
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prisoners captured, gave me this^information. I ordered a battery of 
artillery, supported by the forty-fourth Alabama regiment, to protect 
the junction of the New road with the Charles City road, $nd directed 
Brigadier General Wright to proceed at daylight, June 30th, down 
the New road, to find the enemy, and gtfard our left flank, and the 
main body to proceed down the Charles €ity road. The troops 
bivouacked in their position, while it was dark, and resumed the 
march at daylight. Mabone advanced cautiously, captured many 
prisoners, and killed some cavalry scouts, one bearing an order to 
Kearney to retire, and keep a strong battery of artillery with his rear 
guard. After passing Fisher's house, (map,) we found the road ob- 
structed by trees felled all across it„ General Mahone found it best 
to cut *a road around the obstructions. For such work we were 
deficient in tools. The column was delayed, while the work was 
going on, and it was evening before we got through, and drove olf the 
workmen, ivho were still cutting down other trees. As we advanced 
through the woods, and came to an open field, on high ground, (P. 
Williams, qn map,) a powerful batteiy of rifled guns opened oa us. 
General Mahone disposed his troops, and advanced a battery of ar- 
tillery, (Moorman's,) and a sharp artillery fire was kept up for some 
time. The enemy's fire was very severe, and we had many men 
killed and wounded. (List of ^casualties sent herewith.) 1 went to 
the front and examined the position. I withdrew most of our guns, 
and only kept up a moderate fire. On our left the White Oak 
Swamp approached -very near; the rtght appeared to be good ground; 
and I determined to turn the battery by moving a column of infantry 
to* my right. It-was now dark. I issued the following order for the 
morning : " Orders. — Armistead's and Wright's brigades to move to the 
right ; 'Mahone to push pickets forward, and move on as soon as the 
croad was clear ; Ransom to follow." 

My headquarters, Monday night, was at Mrs. Fisher's. Wright 
reported the camps on. White Oak Swamp abandoned. He went on to* 
Whit-e Oak bridge, where he met General Jackson, who informed me 
he was stopped at that point by the destruction of the bridge. Gen- 
eral Wright, 'having only infantry, crossed the swamp, and joined me 
at Mrs. Fisher's, Monday evening, 30th of June. 

Tuesday, July . 1st, at three, A. M., I -saw Armistead, with his 
brigade, ready to move, but, passing through th.e woods, the progress 
was slow. As soon as he cleared the road Wright followed. 1 now 
received notice from General Longstre-et that the Charles City road 
was clear, and was much disappointed that General Mahone had not 
discovered the retreat during the night. He informed me he saw the 
pickets this morning, which was true ; for, on advancing, the pickets 
^ave themselves up as prisoners, and said the army had retired with- 
out ordering them in." 

I now pushed on as rapidily as I could, with* Ransom's and Ma- 
fcone's brigades. We were ^delayed by meeting our troops ; first 
Cobb's brigade, and afterwards Jackson's troops; and*I had no one 
io show us what road to take. Major Taylor, A. D. C. to. General 
Lee, came up, and conducted us to the front, where I reported to 
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General Lee. I found Armstead's and Wright's- brigades on front 
line, exactly opposite the enemy, who were posted in large force, with 
powerful batteries of artillery, on a commanding plateau,,near Crane'3 
house. On riding to the ravine where these brigades were posted, 
the action commenced between the pickets. % 1 had previously, by 
direction of General Lee, sent Mahone's brigade to, support Cobb's; 
and as the action progressed, at the request of General Magruder, I 
ordered Ransom's brigade to report to him. All the brigades of my 
division were thus sent into the battle, and were engaged in the attack 
on the enemy's batteries. They were, during the action, under the 
immediate command of General Magruder. As the different brigades 
of my division were sent forward into the battle at Malvern Hill, 
I was directed to* report them to another commander. Though present 
myself, I was not in command during this battle. As I was treated 
in the same manner at Seven Pines, I can only hope this course was 
accidental, and required by the necessities of {he service. I, there- 
fore, make no report, and have to refer you to the subordinate reports, 
herewith transmitted, and to .the reports of other commanders, for 
details of the action of Malvern Hill. After this battlt, as required, 
the division was occupied, under my orders, in removing the wounded 
and burying the dead. 

From my personal staff 1 received every assistance; and I beg to 
name Lieutenant Colonel S. S. Anderson, A. A. G.; Captain Benja- 
mia Huger, A. A. G.; Lieutenants Sloan and Preston, aids^de-camp ; 
Lieutenant Willoughby Anderson, engineer, and Thomas Pinckney, 
volunteer aid-de-camp, as officers who rendered important service, 
and to whom my thanks are especially due. Ts Surgeon E. N f Word, 
medical director, and Major J. A. Johnston, quartermaster, I beg to 
call the attention of the General, for the prompt care bestowed on. the 
wounded, and the transportation of them to the hospitals, &c. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

BENJAMIN HUGER, 
Major General commanding Division. 



Falling Creek, July 21', 1862. 

General R. E. Lee, Commanding : m ¥ 

General : In forwarding my reports of the different engagements 
of the division which I commanded, I have to request of you, as a re- 
ward tQ the .regiments who most distinguished themselves, that an 
order be given, authorizing the following regiments to inscribe on 
their banners as follows : 

1. The third Georgia volunteers, " South Mills." 

2. The first Louisiana volunteers, " King's School-House." 
3.. The fourth Georgia volunteers, "King's School-House." 

4. The twenty-fifth North Carolina volunteers, " King's School- 
House." * 

5. The forty-ninth Virginia volunteers, " King's School-House." 
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The whole division was sent forward in the battle at Malvern Hill, 
on 1st of July, hut as the brigades were sent 'to report to other conw 
inanders, I am unable to make a special report of that action. 
I remain. 'very respectfully, your obedient servant; * 

BEJAMIN HUGER, 
^ Major General. 
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<3 ENEJt AL HOLMES' REPORT OF OPERATIONS AROUNI 
r . RICHMOND 

' Putermjukg, July loth, 1862. 
Lieutenant Colonel R. II. Chilton, • 

A. A. G., Headquarters A. N. V.: 
Colonix: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of that part of iny command which participated in the 
-campaign of the last days of June and first days of July, before Rich- 
mond. In the afternoon of Sunday, the 29th of June, in pursuance 
o£ orders from the War Department, I moved three regiments of 
•Colonel. Junius Daniels' brigade, fifteen hundred and seventy strong, 
teith two light' batteries, across .James river by the pontoon bridge.- 
f Ihree companies of cavalry, numbering one hundred and thirty men, 
under Major E. Burroughs, accompanied this force. The same 
evening, Brigadier General J. G. Walker, joined mo with his brigade 
of thirty-six hundred effective men and two batteries, which had 
crossed the river en Thursday, the 26th June, and was now again 
placed under my command. The division bivouacked that night upon 
-Cornelius creek, and mo*ved, on Monday morning, agreeable to the 
orders of the commanding General, upon Ne,w Market^ reaching 
that place at 10 A. M. I immediately placed my troops in a position 
of great actual strength,; covering the junction of the Long Bridge 
and River roalls, which was shortly afterwards inspected and appro-ved 
by His Excellency, the President. At this juncture, Brigadier General 
Henry A. Wise reached New Market, coming'voluntariiy to my sup- 
port from Ohafiin's Blu«ff with two regiments of seven hundred and 
fifty-two bayonets and two batteries. The .effective force under iny 
orders thus amounted to six thousand infantry and six batteries of 
artillery. In my part, .between the River and Darby town roads, were 
two regiments of cavalry under Colonel Baker, 1st North Carolina 
cavalry. Matters were in this position when, about 4 o'clock, Major 
Meade of the engineers, rode up and reported the enemy as retreating 
in considerable confusion along the road leading, over Malvern Hill. 
He suggested that a battery of rifled guns, placed undercover of a <Jense. 
§ foreat to the right and left of the River road, at a point where kh 
reconnoissanee had been made, distant Acme eight hundred varis from 
the enemy's column, would greatly embarrass his retreat. In this view, 
Major Stevens, chief engineer, fully concurred. I according!}^ at 
once directed my chief of artillery, Colonel De3hler, to proceed to the 
-point indicated, some two miles down the River road, with three 
sections of two rifled guns each, selected -from the different batteries, 
and despatched the 30th Virginia, Colonel Harrison commanding, to 
Walker's brigade, as a supporting force. Soon afterwards^ feeling 
€olicitous»for the safety of this detachment, I put the remainder of 
the division in motion- for the same point, and proceeded tojecon- 
noitre the ground in person. Upon reaching it, 1 found the General 
-commanding the army just returning from an observatien of the 



enemy's position. He approved of what had been 'done and directed 
that, after the remainder of the division had been disposed to support 
the batteries, fire should be opened upon the enemy's column. By 
the time the infantry was in position, the enemy had taken the alarm 
and was drawn up in line of battle in the road between West's house 
and Malvern Hill, on very commanding ground. Before the fire of 
my artillery commenced, the enemy's gunboats began to shell vigor- 
ously the River road, clearly defined by clouds of dust, and the 
woods- occupied by^ray troops. Colonel Deshler now opened his fire, 
upon my order, and three or four regiments of the enemy's infantry 
within range, immediately disappeared in 'he neighboring woods. A 
very heavy fire of field artillery was, however, at once brought to bear 
upon us from some twenty-five or thirty guns, so placed, as with the 
aid of the gunboats, to annoy us severely in front and on both flanks 
at the game time. Finding himself overrated in metal, and the 
ground not admitting of more guns being put in battery on our side,, 
Colonel Teshler ceased his fire in about an hour, after losing a con- 
siderable number of men and horses and having two caissons exploded. 
The enemy kept up a furious cannonade until after dark. Under 
this, my troops which were mostly newly levied, behaved well, with 
the exception of Major E. Burroughs' battalion of cavalry and 
Graham's battery with a part of Branch's, whose concluct was shame- 
ful in the extreme. The officers of my staif, Colonel James Deshler, 
chief of artillery, Major Archer Anderson, A. A] G., Captain T. L. 
Barton, acting chief commissary, and cadet T. II. Holnfes,' Jr., C. S. 
A., performed their duty with the 'greatest seal and intelligence, and 
behaved as brave men should do. 

In this engagement the casualties were, as appears by the reports 
of brigade commanders herewith transmitted, as follows: 

Daniels' brigade — killed,' 2; wounded, 822. 

Walker's brigade— wounded, 12. 

Artillery — wounded. 15. 

The strength of the enemy's position and their imposing numbers 
were such, that to attempt an attack upon them with my small force 
unsupported, would have been perfect madness; for to have dono this* 
would have required a march of over three quarters of a mile up a* 
steep hill, destitute of coyer. I accordingly withdrew,, about 9 B. # M.> 
to. a position somewhat in advance of th.at occupied in the morning. 
On Tuesday evening, I moved my division to a point on the River 
road half a mile below the upper gate at Carl's Neck, and there re- 
mained during, the night in line of battle; but, as before, I deemed it 
out of the question to attack the strong position of Malvern Hill 
from that side with my inadequte force. 

On Wednesday afternoon, in pursuance of orders from the com- 
manding General, I took up my line of march for Drewry's Bluff, 
leaving General Wife at Chafihv3. Since then nothing o"f interest 
has occurred in my command, \ v " 

I am Colonel,, very respectfully, vour obd't serv't, 

T. H, HOLMES, 
Major General f comma/tiding D. N. C 



GENERAL WHITING'S REPORT OF BATTLE OF GAINES* 

* • mill: 



Headquarters First Division, First Corps, ) 

July, 1882. ' \ 

Colonel R. II. Chilton, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Colonel: The following is a report of tl#operations of this divis- 
ion in the battle of Gaines' farm, 27th ultimo : 

On the morning of the 26th ultimo, *at three, A. M., the division, 
consisting of the Texas brigade, Brigadier General Hood, and the third 
brigade, Colonel Law, with Reilly's and Balthis' batteries, n^rched 
from Ashland as the advance of Major GeneralJackson's corps, which 
it had temporarily reinforced. After passing the advanced line of 
videttes, the ma^rch was conducted cautiously by the Ashcake road, 
the Texans leading, with skirmishers deployed. At ten, A. M., crossed 
the Central railroad, driving the enemy's cavalry scouts, discovered 
an advanced post of cavalry west of the Tottopotomy, which -fled on 
my approach. At three, reached the creek, found the bridge in flames, 
and a party of the enemy engaged in blockading the road on the other 
side. The Texan skirmishers gallantly crossed and engaged. Ripley's 
battery being brought up, w.ith a few rounds dispersed the enemy. 
The bridge being rebuilt, the troops crossed and continued on the 
road to Pale Green church or Hundley corner. Here we united with 
Ewell's division, and, nighfeoming on, bivouacked.- A furious can- 
nonade in the direction of Mechanicsville, indicated a severe battle. 
Early the next morning the troops moved — Eweli in tholead. Pris- 
oners were taken in great numbers as we advanced; Heavy musketry 
and cannonading being heard on our right, Major Whiting, of the 
staff, taking a battery, posted it so as to shell, the. enemy's rear on 
Beaver Dam; after which they retired, leaving ^he route clear for all 
the columns. We crossed the run without opposition. At twelve, A. 
M., having made a circuit and headed Beaver Dam, the column of 
Major' General* D. H. Hill appeared on the road leading to Cold Har- 
bor, to which we had'been directed, and passed us. Between one and 
two, P. M., cannonading commenced in the direction of Cold Harbor. 
The march continued slowly, interrupted by frequent halts, until near 
three, when an aid of General Jackson -directed me to form in line-of- 
battle to my right, and press through the woods to the firing, which 
now became very heavy. This was at once done. The Texas brigade 
on the left, and Laws' on the right, a regiment of each in reserve, the 
troops forcing their way, in good order, in line-of-battle, through a 
dense forest and swamp. We came out on the telegraph road, in a 
heavy but distant fire of artillery, about four, P. Hit At this point, I 
met several aids of different generals, all desiring assistance, and in- 
forming me that the troops of both Generals D. H. and A. P. Hill were 
hard pressed. Advancing, I shortly met the Commander-in-Chief, who 
indicated & direction a little to my right. 
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The field, where we entered it, was about tlpe head of the ravine 
which covered the enemy's left near the main road, a deep and steep 
chasm dividing the bluffs of the Chickahominy. On the left side 
of this, as we forded, General Hood put forward the first Texas and 
Hampton's legion. Men were leaving the field in every direction and 
in great disorder; two regiments, one from South Carolina and one 
from Louisiana, were actually marching back from the fire. The first 
Texas was ordered to go over them and through them, which they did. 
The remaining Texas regiments were rapidly advanced, forming line 
on the right of the ravine, and the thirtieth again -on their right, and, 
pressing on the whole tirra, came under the enemy's fire. Here, from 
the nature of the ground and position of the enemy, the third changed 
front obliquely to the left, bringing its front parallel to the ravine. 

The^enemy, concealed in the woods arid protected 'by the ravine, 
poured a destructive fire upon the" advancing line for a quarter. of a 
mile, and many brave officers and men fell. Near the crest, in front 
of us and lying down, appeared the fragments of a brigade. Men 
were skulking from the front in a shameful manner; the woods on our 
left and rear were full of troops in safe cover, from which they never 
stirred; but, on^the right of the third, a brigade, 44 Pickett's," were 
moving gallantly up. Still further, on our extreme right, our troops 
appeared to be falling back 

The Texans had now come up, and joined line on the left, led by 
General Hood, and the gallant fourth, at the double quick, when the 
word was given to charge, and the wholcline, consisting of the fourth 
and fifth Texas, eighteenth Georgia, fourth Alabama and sixth North 
Carolina, (the second Mississippi being held in partial reserve, but ad- 
vancing with the line,) charged the ravine with a yell — -General Hood 
and Colonel Law gallantly leading their men. Ac the bottom ran a 
deep and difficuiybranch, with scarped sides, answering admirably as 
a ditch. Over against this was a strong log breastwork, heavily 
manned ; above thi% near the crest, another breastwork, supported by 
well served batteries and a heavy force of infantry — the steep slope, 
clad with an open growth of timber, concealing the enemy, but 
affording full view of our movements. Spite of these terrible obsta- 
cles, over ditch and breastwork, hill, batteries and infantry, the 
division swept, routing the etfeoiy from their stronghold. Many 
pieces of artillery were taken, fourteen in all, ancl nearly a whole regi- 
ment of the enemy. These "prisoners were turned over by Colonel 
Robinson, fifth Texas, to Brigadier General Pryor or some of his 
6taff. The enemy continued to fight in retreat, with stubborn resist- 
ance, and it soon appeared that we had to deal with his best troops. 
On gaining the second line, and seeing the heavy force, apprehensive 
that he might rally, I went to Major General Longstreet f for rein- 
forcements. He immediately sent forward Brigadier General R. II. An- 
derson, who went on my right and engaged and drove the enemy most 
handsomely on the lower part of the plateau, the enemy being there, 
t as; indeed, they appeared everywhere, in superior numbers. In the 
meantime, my division continued steadily to advance, though suffering 
heavily, until night found them completely across the pjateau and 
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beyond the battle-field. Pickett's brigade Lad ably fought on the 
right, the general himself was wounded in the charge, v The troops 
on my immediate left I do not kneftf, and am glad ,1 don't. Those? 
that did come up were much broken, 'and no entreaty or ^command 
could induce them forward, and I have reason to belreve that the 
greater part never left the cover of the wood on the west sWe of the 
ravine. 

The battle was very severe, hotly contested and gallantly won, and 
I take pleasure in calling special attention to the fourth Texas regiment, 
which, led by the brigadier, Hood, was the first to break the enemy's line, 
and enter his woiks. Its brave old Colonel, Marshall, fell in the charge 
on the hither side of theftavirfe. The stubborn rcsistancefmaintained all 
day, faltered from that' moment, and the day was gained. Of the 
other regiments of the division, it would be invidious and unjust to 
name"one before the other. They were equally distinguished, and as 
they became'engaged, went on in the murderous fire with unfaltering 
determination. Towards the close of the" fire, I dctachcdithe second 
Mississippi and Butlers battery, to the extreme right, to open fire 
on the retreating masses of the«'enemy, endeavoring to make their 
way to the edge of the swamp. 

When the action closed, my line was in advance of the guns, (they 
captured fourteen in number,) closing to the lefj on General Lawton's 
troops, *of General Jackson's army, and covered on the right by Gen- 
eral R. H. Anderson. Of my staff, I cannot speak too highly; the 
chief, Major J. II. Hill, fell painfully wounded while leading the 
charge; the chivalrous Major Austin E. Smith, A. L>. C, received- a 
mortal wound in the same onset. Colonel Upson, Captain Frobel and 
Captain Tansill were among the foremost in the fray. Here, also, as 
in many previous battles, Captain Yander H<$rst, of S. C> gave a 
notable example*. Major Randolph, by special o'rdgr, remained with 
the ammunition. Though not on my staff, I should not do riglit not 
to mention the chivalrous daring of young Major Haskill, of South 
Carolina, belonging, as I am told, to the staff of General D. R. Jones. 
His personal bearing in a most deadly fire, his example and directions, 
contributed not a little to the enthusiasm of the charge. I regret to 
say that this brave young officer received a terrible wound from a 
shell, but walked from the field asheroically as he had gone int#the 
fire. . I take great pleasure in mentioning the distinguished bravery 
of privates Fairley, Westmoreland and Sharp, troopers of the legion 
w r ho acted tis officers, and displayed great coolness and courage. ^Con- 
spicuous were Brigadier General IlQodand Colonel Law, commanding 
brigades. Of the regimental commanders, too much cannot be said. 
Colonel ^lainey, first Texas, though seriously ill, joined his command 
and fel^: severely wounded ; Colonel Marshall, fourth Texas, was shot 
dead, and Lieutenant Colonel Warwick was mortally wounded. Lieut. 
•Colonel Ruff, of the eighteenth Georgia, led his regiment, and fortu- 
nately escaped unhuit. The legion, though not much exposed, was 
ably handled by Lieutenant Colonel Gary. In the third, Lieutenant 
Colonel McLemore, eleventh Alabama, received a painful wound early 
in the action, the command^evolving on Major Webb, who ably sus- 
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tained his part. The second Mississippi , Colonel Stone, was ably 
handled by its. commander, and sustained severe loss. The following 
is a recapitulation of casualties, the detailed list accompanies the 
report: „ . • 



JL V AuO XJ I A ^CLVX w. 


Killed. 


Wouyided. 


Missin* 




l o 


62 


i 






206 


o 


1st Texas 


14 


64 


o 


18th Georgia, 
Hampton's Legion. 


16 


126 


3 


2 


18 
# • 


0 


Total, 


89 


•176 


• 4 


Third Brigade. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missiiij 


6th North Carolina, 


5 


47 


0 


4th Alabarfta, 


.22. 


108 • 


2 


1 Hh Mississippi, 


18 


142 


\ 3 


Second Mississippi, 


21 


79 


q 


Total, 


66 


376 





Grand aggregate, 1,016. 



So closed the battle of Gaines' Mill, the troops sleeping on their 
arms in the position so hardly*won. 

The battle 6f M#vern Hill, as far as my division was concerned, 
will require a separate report. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
A • Brigadier General. 



GENERAL WHITING'S REPORT OF TJIE BATTLE OF 
MALVERN HILL. 



Headquarters First Division, First Corps, > # 
♦ July, 1862. S 

Colonel R. H. Chilton, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Colonel : I continued my report from Friday evening, 20th ultimo. 
On Saturday morning, the division marched back across the ravine to 
renew its supply of ammunition, and get something to eat. We shortly 

'received orders to march, and to follow the command of Major Gen- 
eral Hill.. After marching half a mile we halted, the troops in front 
being at* a halt, and so remained under arms all day, being ordered 
into bivouac where we were at night. This was at McGee's house 
and farm, a position which had been the enemy's extreme right, and 
whence their causeway over the Ohickahominy leads. The enemy 
had destroyed the causeway. Passed through their encampments, 
crossed the York River railroad, and, marching by the Williamsburg 
road, we turned off at (he White Oak bridge forks, and reached the 
bridge .about noon. Finding it destroyed, and the enemy drawn up 
in line of battle, batteries were brought up, and a heavy fire opened 
upon him, silencing his battery completely. Our fire was directed 
by Major Whiting, of the staff. * 

Sunday, ineffectual attempts were made during the day to repair 
the bridge, but the cmemy keeping up a distant and random fire of 
shell about the crossing, the men would not work. During the after- 
noon the furious battle of Frazier's Farm was raging between the 
enemy and the troops of General Longstreet. It could be distinctly 
heard, and was scarcely two mile3 from us. Oar delay at White Oak 
was unfortunate. • 

Next morning, the enemy having retired, the bridge was repaired, 
and the troops passed my division in the advance. Marching by the 

road to Turkey bridge, on road, we presently fell in with the 

line of skirmishers of Major General Magruder's troops, moving in 
line of battle by the Charles City road. They halted for us to pass— 
the troops marching by a flank. The commanding General of the corps, 
Major General Jackson, would not allow 'the dispositions to be made, to 
advance with skirmishers deployed and in line, but caused the troops 
to press on, until the heads of the columns closed in the advance 

guard, a regiment of. cavalry, in a thick wood, near ■ farm, 

about eleven, A. M. Ori the farm the enemy was found very strongly 
posted.* They immediately opened with shell on the woods ; every 

% portion was under their fire. The result/was, the cavalry came to the 
right-about, ani broke through the long column of troops which filled 
the road, now enfiladed by the fire. Though suffering loss, they 
formed to the right and left with precision and promptness. To our 
left wars a very large wheat field, on the farm of the Poindextcrs, 
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which afforded a good view of the enemy's position? and fair opportu- 
nities for artillery. Batteries were ordered up. The enemy's posi- 
tion, naturally strong was materially strengthened by the judicious 
distribution of his artillery. The first battery ordered into Poindex- 
ter's field found itself exposed to a vastly superior cross-fife, and was 
*Bootx compelled to retire, with loss. Bulthif 9 battery, better posted, 
and better covered by the ground, fought well, and continued tho 
action until their, ammunition was exhausted. Other batteries were 
ordered up. The position to* be. taken by th<5 artillery rendered in- 
fantry support necesaary, and* I was directed by, General Jackson to 
form my line with my right on the road, in the wood, advancing to 
the edge in front and holding that. This was done by the third 
(Law's) brigade. The line, continued by Hood, extended across Poin-. 
dexter' a field, the m3n lying down, concealed by tho wheat and the 
roll of the ground. 

I had been strengthened by the third brigade, of Jackson's division 
proper, under the command of JBrigadier General Hampton. This 
was held in reserve. Trimble's "brigade, of EwelPs division, sup- 
ported my extreme left. .This disposition I was directed to maintain — 
the general attack of our forces being intended to be made as soon* as 
practicable, on the extreme right — the enemy's left. In .the mean- 
time, it became apparent from our position that the enemy had divined 
the movement. Their artillery fire, which had been very severe upon 
my batteries and troops, ceased, and heavy columns were discovered 
in movement for disposition on their left. After some time, the 
movement of baggage and troops in retreat, by the Turkey bridge 
road, could be plainly observed. 

After, the attack commenced on the right, my division, with the ex- 
ception of two regiments on the right of my lines, which was near 
our centre, and softie of the Texas skirmishers, had nothing to do with 
the battle, except to suffer a murderous artillery fire, which they did 
unflinchingly, personally, assisted by my staff, I was called upon to 
direct the artillery fire, which I 'continued to do during the afternoon. 
From "my point of view, the enemy appeared to fight with great stub- 
bornness, and our attach to have made but little impression upon him. 
lie deployed, at one time, six batteries in front of our centre. Updn 
opening in this* deployment with artillery, they; together with the 
stationary batteries already in position^and which we had been en- 
gaging at times during the % iay, all opened a terrific fire upon Poin- 
dexter's field. Our gunners replied with spirit, but from want of 
ammunition, the contest was too unequal, and I caused them suc- 
cessively to withdraw. This cross-fire was excessively severe upon- 
the supporting troops. Towards night, learning that the centre warf 
pressed hard, I received orders to direct General Trimble to move 
over from, tjie left to that point, and commenced to close'my own 
troops into the right, when, night fell, with it the battle, which had 
•raged with great fury, ceased.' For an hour alter nightfall the enemy 
shelled the woods and PoindexteVs field with rapid and heavy firing. 
This indicated another withdrawal. My troops remained in position 
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all night. The advanced scouts confirming the withdrawal of the 
enemy during the night, leaving their dead and wounded. 

Of affairs on our centre and right I can give no account. My list 
of casualties is almost entirely from the artillery fire of the enemy, 
for searc^y a musket was fired in the division. When the immense 
amount of their artillery is considered, the violence xind duration of 
their fire, and the exposed position of the troops, the loss, thanks to 
God, may be regarded as small, while the courage and unflinching 
enduranc%of the troops is w/orthy of the highest praise. 

The following is the list of the killed: and wounded : 

Third Brigade. 

Fifth North Carolina, 

Fourth Alabama, 

Second Mississippi, 

Eleventh Mississippi, 
. Ileilley's Battery, 

Total, 

Texas Brigade, 
, Fifth Texas, 

Fourth Texas, 

First Texas, 

Thirteenth Georgia, 

Total, 

I regret that I do hot know tlte names of the different commanders 
of batteries who reported to me during the day, or the designation of 
their artillery. Captain Baithis behaved with great skill and gal- 
lantry, and was wounded. All fought with great spirit, but^abored 
under much disadvantage from want of f.mmuriition. 

Wednesday morning, tjie 2d, a very herfVy rain set in ; the troops 
remained in bivouac, cocking". 

Thursday, Major General Jackson's corps marched to take the road 
to Westover, but missed it, and bivouacked near Willis' church. 

Friday, continued the march, arriving about two, P. M., at Her- 
ring creek, where the enemy's outpost were discovered entrenched. 

No further active operations occurred in which this division took 
any part. . * . 

Verjifcespectfully, 

W. II. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier General commanding Division. 
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GENERAL McLAWS REPORT OF OPERATIONS AROUND 

RICHMON.D. 

Headquarters Division, ) 
July 20, 1862. \ 

To General Magrudcr's Adjutant (general : . 

The following is a report of the operations of my command', com- 
posed of the brigades of Generals Kershaw and Semmes, commencing 
on 26th ultimo, and ending July 1st, 1862 : 

On the 26th, I received orders to hold my command in readiness. for 
any movement. Nor*e was, however, made. 

On the 27th, the troops were under arms at daylight. The look- 
outs-, posted in trees, overlooking the enemy's camps, near the rail- 
road, reported that the works of the enemy were being strengthened, 
more guns being placed in the redoubts near the railroad, and all the 
works numerously manned. 

About eleven o'clock, orders were received to feel the enemy with 
two regiments. The movement was delayed until about four o'clock, 
when the seventh and eighth South Carolina, Colonels Aiken and 
Hennegan, advanced as far as the abattis of the enemy, under a heavy 
fire of artillery and musketry. 'Finding the enemy in strong force, 
occupying their works, the regiments were withdrawn, returning to 
camp about ten o'clock, P. -M. Loss, one killed and three wounded, in 
seventh South Carolina regiment. On the 28th, remained in camp. The 
works of the enemy were occupied by. them in, force. On the 29th, two 
regiments of General Kershaw's brigade, South Carolina volunteers, 
ordered forward at an early hour. One regiment, Kennedy's, being 
on reserve, supporting the pickets, had sent out companies to recon- 
noitre, ajad .finding the enemy's works deserted, the whole regiment 
occupied the lines most advanced towards ours. The remaining regi- 
ments of the brigade, being ordered onward, joined that of Colonel 
Kennedy, and the whole brigade, under General Kershaw, went for- 
ward and took position beyond Fair Oaks Station, in the woods to the 
right of the railroad, keeping their skirmisners well to the front, 

This brigade w T as in advance of all other troops, and waited their 
arrival. The enemy were seen crossing the railroad, about a mile, or 
less, in Iront, coming from the woods on our left; but it being under- 
stood that General Jackson's • forces were Crossing at Grape vino 
bridge, every one was very much concerned, fearing that we would 
become engaged with them. So much was General Kershaw impressed 
with that idea, that he" withheld the fire of his troops, and sent a regi- 
mental flag down the railroad, waving it in order to give notice of the 
presence of Confederate forces. General Semmes' brigade, in the 
meanwhile, came up along the railroad, and was halted behind the 
works % about Fair Oaks Station. 

The enemy had DpenecLa scattering fire from several p^ecep which, 



161 



however, did no harm to my command. General Magruder having 
Arranged his forces on the left 'ordered that General Semmes' brigade 
should move to Kershaw's position, and Kershaw to advance. 

General Huger's forces, or a portion of them,- were seen at this 
time, coming towards my right flank, they soon, howevcr ? retired, going 
in the direction of the Charles City road. Their purpose I did not un- 
derstand. This was aboui three o'clock, P. M. General Kershaw 
now advanced his brigade, leaving his left on the railroad, supported 
by that of General Semmes. Kemper s battery, as it came down' the 
Nine Mile road, was ordered forward, supported by the tenth Georgia, 
Colonel Cumming. The brigade advanced in two lines, Semmes re- 
ceiving orders tjy cross the Williamsburg road with his right. Not 
long after passing the junction of the Nine Mile and the Williamsburg 
•roads the enemy opened fire from a battery on our right, which was 
replied to with such effect by Kemper's battery thai the enemy* retired 
without engaging with their infantry. 

Kershaw, continuing the march, rekiving the tenth Georgia from 
the support of his battery, engaged the enemy with his whole force — 
Semmes' brigade resting immediately behind and extending well to 
the right. Kemper's battery taking % position on the ri^hc of the 
Williamsburg road, upon elevated ground^ opened fire with extraordi- 
nary rapidity and great* effect. Finding that Kershaw's right was 
being outflanked by the enemy, I ordered in two regiments from 
Semmes' brigade, find afterwards the whole •remaining, force, which 
effectually prevented the. design. Our troops, and those of the enemy, 
were in very close proximity, so much so,*that at one time the order 
was given, by some. commanders, tq cease filing, they being fearfu! 
that \*e were engaged with our own men. One of the enemy attempted 
to seize the flng of the tenth Georgia, but was immediately knocked 
down and killed. J?oine one hundred of the command woe thrown 
into momentary confusion, and. were retiring, but, with theassistance 
of hiy staff, they were immediately rallied* and returned to their com- 
panies. . 

As all, of my force was now engaged, I sent to General <Magrudor 
for reinforcements. I did so because I wished for a reserve, principally 
to provide against contingencies.' He sent me the thirteenth Missis- 
sippi, which was posted in i*ear of the line of battle, .on the right of 
the Williamsburg road. It was not brought into action When* all 
my^command were engaged, I had ordered a battery to the right, in a 
commanding position, to open fire if it could be done without injuring 
our troops, and to give assistance in case of disaster. As night ad- 
vanced it became so dark, that the firing ceased on both sides.^ The 
South Carolina brigade remaining in the position it occupied in ad- 
vance, and Semmes' brigade just in rear of its line of ba'ttle. 

The engagement was commenced by an exceedingly severe and 
. rapid shelling from the enemy's batteries at five and a half, P. M., and 
lasted until near nine — about three hours. r 

The South Carolina brigade carried into action .fourteen hundred 
and ninety-six (1,496) men, and lojt in killed, forty-seven ; wounded, 
two hundred and thirty-four, and missing, nine. Aggregate, 2 90 mea. 
11 ♦ 
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Semmes' brigade — force actually engaged, tenth Georgia, fifth Lou- 
isiana, and tenth Louisiana, seven hundred and fifty-five (755) men- 
lost, in killed, eleven; wounded, fifty-three. Aggregate., sixty- 
four men. * 4 

Aggregate of both brigades, three hundred and^ fifty-four killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

I beg leave to call a|tentxon to the gallanfry, cool, yet daring, c6ur- 
ege and skill in the management of his gallant command, exhibited 
by 'Brigadier General Kershaw ; to the cool courage and knowledge 
of his duties, exhibited by General Semmes. Major Mcintosh, the 
chief of my staff, exhibited that self-possession under fire, and dis- 
position to be uncjer fire, so characteristic of his name, his relations 
in the old v army of the United States and our own. 

I call attention to gallant conduct of Captain King a/id Lieutenant 
Tucker, my aids4]e-camp ; Major Goggin, inspecting, officer ; Major 
McLav^s, quartermaster, and Major Edwards, chief commissary, who 
were actively engaged in carrying out my orders, and giving me in- 
formation as to the movements of our own and the enemy's forces. 

"In passing to the fronts our advance was through the deserted pamp3 
of the enemy, where property of great yalue had been left, consisting of 
tents, arms, accoutrements and.ammunition, medical stores, and articles 
of private property which had been destroyed in wasteful profusion. 

On passing down the Williamsburg road, 1 saw, to therjght, a very 
large camp, or camps, to which reads had been cufthrough the woods, 
and towards which large bodies of men had lately passed. I sent a 
feconnoitering party to explore the grounds; they returned and re- 
ported the place entirely desertec^ The night and early morning, after 
the battle, was passed in collecting and attending to the wounded, and 
burying the dead. 

General Magruder was near the scene of action, and from him,* 
during the day, and after the engagement, my general instructions, 
as to the advance, was received. 

Lieutenant Barry, of the«aTtillery. bad been, for some days pre- 
vious, pkced in charge of a thirty. two-pound rifle gun, mounted on 
a rail car, and protected from cannon shot by a sloping roof in front, 
covered wjth plates of iron, (through which a port-hole had been 
pierced,) and from rifle shot.on the* sides by thick walls of wood, lined 
with iron. His battery moved down the road, keeping pace with the 
advance of the trtfops, and, by his fire, annoying the enemy whenever 
the range would allow. His enthusiasm at the decided success of the 
experiment, and in pushing through obstructions, deserves all praise. 

For the details of the battle, and the many deserving instances of 
individual merit, I respectfully call your attention to the accompany- 
ing reports*of brigade and regimental commanders, and. to Captain 
Kemper's report *of his operations It is but proper to remark upon 
the dashing manner in. which Captain (now Major) Kemper fought 
ftis battery. It was cheering to the whole command to see and hear 
his very rapid firing. 

The morning following the engagement of the 29th", the troops 
were ordered to be in readiness to move forward, and had commenced 
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the movement, "when other orders were received, to cross over to the 
L>arbytown road, my command leading. Some confusion occurred,, 
owing to the want of guides, which being corrected, the column 
moved "on and reached the neighborhood of "Timberlake's store" 
about one o'clock, P. M. It was there delayed by* the rear of Gen- 
eral A. P. Hill's division blocking the road. While resting at 
" Timberlake's store," an. order was given to move to ".New' Market." 
General Semmes was sent with his brigade by the main road, protect- 
ing the artillery, and I went with General Kershaw's brigade, across 
the country, by a road which- was reported as impracticable for 
wagons and artillery,- and arri\%d at Warren's hill about six o'clock, 
P. M. While waiting there the arrival of General Semmes' brigade 
aijd directions as to encampments, another order was given, through 
Colonel Carey, to march my command down the river road to a* posi- 
tion he would .point out, said to be a place designated by Colonel 
Chilton. On the way down I met General Wise, who contended there 
must be some mistake about«the place, as the one spoken of by Colo- 
nel Carey was entirely exposed to the gunboats. While this discussion 
w^as going cm, another officer from General .Magruder rode up and 
stated it was the General's orders to. move down the Long Bridge 
road, which was done. General Semmes' brigade had never reached 
New Market with the artillery, but had been diverted and placed in 
the woods to the right of the Long Bridge ¥oad. My command had 
been marching all day, and General Magruder allowed me to halt it 
on reaching him, which was one mile down the Long Bridge road. 
At that time it was nearly dark. General Semmes came up and re- 
ported that a portion of his command, and all' but one of his. staff, 
had been separated from him in the thick woods where he had been 
posted. . We remained in the road several hours, waiting until Jones* 
division and Cobbs' had passed.' We then moved on, receiving orders- 
that Lieutenant Phillips, of General Magruder's staff, would post the 
brigades. • About two o'clock, arrived near the battle-field of the day 
before, and, after examining the ground as well as could be done in 
the dark, I posted General Kfcrshaw^s brigade on the right of the 
road, holding General Semmes' in, reserve along' the road. My- com- 
mand was completely exhausted, not having had anything to eat ; had 
been heavily engaged the evening previous; had passed the night 
and early morning in attending to the wounded, and collecting and 
burying the dead, and haoVbeen on the march for about twenty hours* 
After resting but an hour or two, the lines were formed Mid moved to 
the front, on the right of the road. After going but a short distance 
beyond the Willis ^church, on the Quaker road, an order was given to 
'recall the command, and, as I understood it, General MagrudeVs 
forces were to join on to* the right of General Jackson's, which was 
at the time skirmishing with the enemy to our right. General Ma- 
gruder directed me to bring up # the rear, which I did, marching 
behind General Magruder's division. Arriving at the road, in front 
of Carter's field, General Longstreet ordered me to move by the left 
flank and join my command, to the right of General Jackson's, going 
down a road, which passed around Carter's field, to the battle ground, 
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(Crew's farm,) directing me first to reconnoitre the ground. Oa 
going down the road, I found 'the position I was to occupy held by 
brigades of General Huger! I informed General Longstreet of the 
fact, and he directed me to remain where I was for the present. 

Arrangements being made to open fire with our batteries in front, 
I was directed to place my command out^of the .line cf the fire, 
which would be returned by the enemy in rejsponse to our batteries. 
General Magruder shortly afterwards came back with the head of his 
column and, passing by Garter's house, went into the woods beyond. 
My command was ordered to positions to the right and leffcof Carter's 
house about half-past four o'clock, P.|M. About six o'clock, P. M., 
they were ordered to the front, advancing one on the right flank of 
the field and the other on the left, separated four or five hundred 
yards and entirely out of sight of each other. They were carried to 
the point from^which they were to advance by a staff officer of Gene- 
ral Magruder, and General Kershaw's brigade was assisted as much 
as possible after their arrival by ' Major M*cIntosh, of my staff, in 
taking position. Brigadier General Semmes, advancing on the right, 
owing to various causes, viz : the thickness of the woods, or miscon- 
ception' of orders, and the fatigue his command had undergone, 
carried into action but five hundred and fifty-seven men. The dead 
of his command, however, found in advance, evidenced the gallantry 
of those few. His loss ^vas: killed, seventeen; wounded, fifty-six; 
missing, sixty-three ; aggregate, one hundred and thirty-six. Gen- 
eral Kershaw, going forward on the % left,' lost in killed, twenty-two; 
wounded, one hundred and thirteen ; missing, twenty-nine ; aggre- 
gate, one hundred and sixty-four; carried into action, nine hundred 
and fifty-six men 

The fatigue of the two previous days, and want of sleep and food, 
caused the diminution of forces. Many men, having fallen out, wero 
left behind on the march of the day and night previous. There were 
many stragglers from the various forces on the field, which were col- 
lected near Carter's house and sent back to«join their regiments from 
time to time, and as the battle "ceased-, returned to the last camps of 
their regiments. For the minute particulars of the fight, and the 
cases of individual merit in the regiraerfts, the attention of the Gen- 
eral is called to the accompanying reports of brigade and regimental^ 
commanders. Major Mcintosh was again conspicuous for* bis gal- 
lantry, having his horse shot under him. «And my thanks are due to 
all the members of my staff, who rendered all possible assistance in 
preventing confusion, rallying the men and reforming the stragglers. 

The following nanred officers and non-commissitfhed officers of % the 
regiments engaged, are noticed by their several commanders for. good 
conduct in the several engagements : 

Kershaw's^ Brigade. 

General Kershaw mentions Colonel Henrfegan, eighth South Car- 
olina regiment; Colonel Kennedy, second South Carolina; Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Goodwyn, wounded, second South Carolina;- Major 
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Gaillard, second South Carolina ; Colonel* Nance, third South Caro- 
lina ; Major Rutherford, third South Carolina ; Colonel Aiken, 
seventh South Carolina ; Lieutenant Colonel Bland, wounded, 
seventh South Carolina ; Captain Kempejv Kemper's battery ; Ser- 
geant* Harley, color-bearer second South Carolina ; Corporal Blakely, 
third South Garolina. Staff — Captain C. R. Holmes, A. A. G. ; 
Lieutenant A. S. Doby, A. D. C. ; Lieutenant W. M. Dwight, A. A. 
I. G: ; Mr. J. A. Myers, A. A. D. C. 

Colonel Hennegan, eighth South Carolina,, mentions Major McLeod. 

Colonel JJance, third South Carolina, mentions Captain D. M. S. 
Langston, wounded, and Lieutenant H. C. Johnson, third Alabama', 
acting voluntarily. 

Colonel Aiken, seventh South Carolina, mentions Adjutant Childs 
and Sergeant Major Stallworth. 

Semmes' Brigade. . • 

General Semmes mentions Colonel Cumming, tenth Georgia, and 
Captain Holt; Colonel Hunt, fifth Louisiana; Colonel August, 
fifteenth Virginia, wounded ; Lieutenant Colonel TVaggerman, tenth 
Louisiana, wounded. ' Lieutenant Benning, Georgia regulars, reported 
to General Semmes on the- field. Staff— Captain demons, A. A. G.; 
Captain Briggs, A. D. C, wounded; Lieutenants Cody and Redd, 
volunteer aids-de-camp. * 

The enemy left something over five hundred dead on the field — five 
hundred and twenty, as reported by- an officer left to bury our dead. 

I call your attention to the report of arms taken at Shirley by 
Colonel Nance, of the third South Carolina regiment. # The notice of 
their being at that place wa^given me by Major General D. H. Hill. 
Hundreds of muskets were collected by *he different brigades, and by 
my quartermaster and ordnance officer, of which no account was made. 

Very respectfully, . 

T. McLAWS, Major General 



I submit herewith — . ' 

1* General J. B. Kershaw's report of the operations of his brigade 
from the 26th of June to the 1st day of July, inclusive. 

2. Report of the operations of the eighth South Carolina regiment 
from the 25th June* to the 2nd July, inclusive. 

3. Report of the operations of the second regiment South Carolina 
volunteers in the battles of Savage Station and Malvern Hill. * 

4. Report of the seventh South Carolina regiment in the engage- 
ment of the 29th,June. 

5-6. Report of the operatfons of the third South Carolina regiment 
on the 29th instant. > * 

7. Report of Captain Kemper of the operations of his batteries on 
the 29 th ultimo. 
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8. Report of the seventh' feouth Carolina regiment from the 25th 
to the 29th July, inclusive 

9. Report of the seventh South Carolina in their engagement of 
the 5th instant,. • . 

10. Report of the third South Carolina regiment of the operations 
on the 1st July. a 

11. Report of Colonel Nance concerning arms captured at Shir- 
ley — nine hundred and twenty-five muskets. 

12. Report of Brigadier General Semmes of the operations of his 
command at Savage Station, 29th June, 1862. m 

13. Report of Brigadier General Semmes of the engagement on 
the 1st July, at Crew's farm. 

Respectfully, 

. T. McLAWS, Major General 



BRIGADIER GENERAL IX ft. BOSSES' REPORT OF D1VIS- 
' • ION UNDER HIS COMMAND. 

IT r: a dqu a r t vn I). R. Jones' Division, > 
.M^ #8iA; 1862. \ 

To Captain A. G. Dickinson, 

A. A. General : 

Sir: Pursuant .to instructions, I have the' honor to make the 
following report of the movements and engagements of the division 
under my command, from th-e morning of the 27t!i of June to the 
termination of the \/t of July : 

On the morning of the 27th ultimo, the* third brigade,- Colonel G, 
T. Anderson commanding, occupied the works around Mrs. Price's 
house. The first brigade, Brigadier General Toombs commanding, 
was stationed in rear and east of Mr. James Garnett's house. These 
positions have been held continuously since the 3rd or 4th of J-uno, 
arid that around Mrs. Price's house strongly fortified by ray command, 
unde*r a daily harassing fire from the enemy's -batteries. 

Early on the 27th ultimo, it was observed that; the enemy, had 
pushed his picket line into the wheat field in front of Mr. Japes 
Garnett's house, a?id was constructing a line of rifle-pits, extending 
from the old chimnies towards thu gate-posts, in the furthe? corner of 
the field. On his right he had a. strong line of pickets thrown out a 
few yards in advance of his regiments drawn up in line of battle imme- 
diately in front of General Toombs' right regiment, then posted in a 
ravine east of the Garnett house. The nature of the position brought 
the opposing lines in such close contiguity that, neither could advance 
their pickets more than a few yards from the main body. Bo£h posi- 
tions were strong for defence, but an advance from either was hazard* 
ous in the extreme. The disposition of the enemy, as above indicated,* 
was made known to Major .General Magruder, who directed me in the 
forenoon to send two twelve-pound howitzers, of Brown's battery, 
with a regiment of Anderson's brigade, as a support, to the overseer's 
house, equi-distant from Doctor arid Mr. James Garnett's, and 
to send two other regiments of the same brigade, as a support to two. 
howitzers, which he had instructed Lieutenant Colonel Lee, Chief of 
Artillery, to post on the left of the Nine-mile road. This being done, 
the artillery was ordered to open upon the enemy wherever seen. ILs 
working parties were driven in and his supporting troops retired from 
view. The enemy opened a terrible artillery fire fromJns batteries 
on the right of the Golding house. * The rest of Brown's battery, 
(two smooth-bore six-pounders,) and Line's battery, of six guns, were 
Bent to Brown's assistance, and the fire was kept up vigorously for 
about twenty minutes longer, when the pieces were withdrawn by 
Lieutenant Colonel Lee, agreeably to instructions. In the afternoon, 
from the top of Mrs. Price's', I saw the enemy drawn up in great 
force, across the Chickahorainy,* ready to meet the steadily advancing 
lines of General Longstreet's command. So soon as the engagement 
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began, I directed Captain Dabney to open with his heavy battery of 
cue thirty-two-pounder Parrott .gun, known as "Long Tom ;" and 
cneeighteen-pounder rifled gun, upon the, enemy's, left flank. Not- 
withstanding the necessity of indicating the direction and range 
from the housetop, this 'fire ^as 'continued with the happiest effect 
until nightfall. It has since been reported to me that an officer cap- 
tured from one of the enemy's batteries, stated that the fire from these 
guns was most disastrous. Early in the afternoon; Major Gen. Magru- 
der notified me of his intention to feel the enemy along his entire 
front and directed mc to issue the necessary orders to mjr -command. 
Near sunset he further directed me fo send another regiment of An- 
derson's brigade to support "the two guns place 1 in position in the 
forenoon, on the left of the Nine-mile road. The^fire^on my right was 
to be the signal for commencing the demonstration. ' This order was 
communicated to- Colonel Anderson ver.bally, but the pickets of Gen- 
eral Toombs being in the immediate vicinity of the enemy, and be- . 
lieving a serious engagement with his brigade would be the result of 
this movement, I deemed it best to issue to him the following order 
in writing, first submitting it to General Magruder, who approved it : 

"The divisions, to your right have been ordered by General Magru- 
der to feel the enemy in their front with strong pickets, and to follow 
up, to the- utmost, any advantage which may offer or success which 
may ensue. You are ordered to dp the same, takkig as your signal 
for advance the commencement of the movement on your right!" 

Shortly before sunset, Lane's and Woolfolk'a batteries being sta- 
tioned near and in' front of the overseer's house, opened a brisk fire 
on the enemy for some minutes, drawing upon themselves so hea\y a 
fire from the enemy's well protected batteries, that they were compelled 
to withdraw, not, however, until the enemy in their camps had suffered 
severely, as was aftervvards'ascertained. The expected signal — firing 
cn the right — being given shortly after, General Toombs advanced 
eeveji companies of the second Georgia*regiment towards the enemy's 
position ; but before these could be deployed, they were- met with a 
heavy- front and flank fire from several regiments Unshaken' by the 
odds before them, these companies gallantly held their ground and 
replied^ with vigor. The fifteepth Georgia regiment, led by the intre- 
pid, but now lamented. Mcintosh, rushed promptly to the support, and 
the fight was maintained with energy, until,the enemy's advance wa3 
checked and driven back, and his firing had entirely ceased. 

The two regiments — ninth Georgia,. Colonel Turnipseed, and first 
Georgia Regulars, Colonel Magill — detached by General Magruder'a 
order, in the, forenoon, advanced into the woois on the left of the 
Nine-mile road, throwing out skirmishers, and meeting a regiment of 
the enemy. This gallant body of skirmishers drove the enemy from 
his position through his bivouac, capturing knapsacks and canteens, 
&c, and only halted when they found themselves under the direct firo 
of the enemy's batteries and beyond the support of our lines on the 
right. They then retired on the main body, which retained its posi- 
tion under shelter of the woods, until withdrawn at midnight by 
General Magtuder's order, Saturday, June 28th_ 
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Going to General Magruder's quarters and failing to see him, I 
despatched Captain Latrobe, of my staff, to communicate "with General 
Lee, requesting him to assist in a contemplated attack on th.e enemy 
in 'my front, by placing a battery of long-range guns, so as to enfilade 
his portion from across the Ohickahominy. . Convinced, from informa- 
tion received, and from a personal reconnoiSance, that the- enemy were 
about to evacuate,, I directed fire of the long-range guns attached to 
my command, to open fire from the New Bridge road, on the enemy, 
fortified at and near Golding's house. General Toombs being in .ad- 
vance, I directed him to take advantage of any positive retreat of the 
enemy, by the occupation, with his left flank, of the redoubt at Hold- 
ing's, opening therefrom upon the retreating foe. Having ordered 
Brown's and Moody's batteries into position near the overseer's house, 
and made the necessary dispositions of my command, I went to the 
batteries on the road to direct their fire and watch its effecti 

Observing that the enemy retreated in disorder from our fire, I 
despatched Captain Thurston, of my staff, to -notify General Toombs 
of this fact, and to order. Brown's and Moody.'s batteries to open upon 
the enemy's line to his (Toombs') right, and went myself to commu- 
nicate with General Magruder. On 'my way to whom. Captain Thurs- 
ton reported to me, that, upon delivering my message to General 
Toombs, he had been sentjrv him to order Colonel Anderson to ad- 
vance to the attack, relying upon him (Topmbs) for support ; that 
Colonel Anderson had at once ordered forward the. seventh and eighth 
Georgia regiments. Upon hearing this, and meeting* General Magru- 
der, I reported it to him, who, in consequence of an order from Gene- 
ral Le*e, just received through Captain Latrobe, directed me to coun- 
termand the movement at once. I despatched Captann Ford, of my 
staff, with this order,' but not in time to stop the engagement, which 
had already begun. 

The seventh and eighth regiments, with that impetuous valor ex- 
hibited on other fields, advanced rapidly on the enemy facing a- hail 
of grape, cannister and musketry, and driving him from his entrench- 
ments s to the edge of the "Labor-in* vain" swamp. J ust then, as Gen- 
eral Toombs had ordered" his regiments to advance in support, the 
order of recall was received, and the seventh and eighth were with- 
drawn with much loss ; leaving the chivalrous Lamar dangerously 
wounded on the field. (See Anderson's report.) 

- Sunday, June 29th, obedient to orders from General Magruder, I 
advanced across the Labor-in-vain s warn p- # through the camps lately 
occupied by the enemy, to the neighborhood of Fair Oaks Station. 
Discovering there that the.onemy's pickets were a short distance in 
front, I directed Colonel Anderson to advance the first Georgia-regu- 
lars, deployed as skirmishers, putting the remainder of his command 
in line of battle, instructing General Toombs to form his line on the 
left, rear of Colonel Anderson, and so placing the two brigades- m 
echelon Meanwhile. the first Georgia regulars having advanced about 
.four hundred yards, came upon the enemy's picket line, and drove it 
back to the main body of his rear guard, which- was in position, with 
several pieces of artillery, in a field beyond. Finding my command 
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in adVanco of General Magruder'a division, which was to move on ray 
right, and without support on my left, General Jackson not having 
crossed the Chickahominy, I halted my command, and directed Hart's 
battery, attached to Anderson's brigade, and Moody's battery, attached 
to Toombs' brigade, to reply to the fire of the enemy • My skirriishers 
meanwhile, keeping up a brisk exchange of (ire. This was continued 
until be withdrew. / 

*On notification from General Magruder, I advanced until my left' 
had passed Mickly's farm, and my right had come in view of the 
enemy at Savrjge Station, whea Colonel Anderson, by my order, 
opened with his artillery, to wit : two pieces of Hart's battery, com- 
pelling the retreat out of view of the enemy's infantry. 

Tht) engagement beginning on the right, about this time, I caused 
Colonel Anderson to change front to the right, so as to take* the enemy 
in flank and rear, should he advance on General Cobb's position. 
Scarcely had this disposition been made, when orders were received 
from General Magruder^ through Lieutenant Bryan, a xoember of his 
staff, to fall back to the«railroad bridge with my whole command, to 
support the right of •his lino. Two guides were sent at the same time 
to conduct me to the position designated. This order I obeyed, but 
failing to find General Magruder, my men were bivouacked near th'e 
road in a drenching rain J about ten o'clock, P. M. 

I cannot close my report of this days' operations without express- 
ing my very great sntisfactjon with the admirable manner with which 
the first Georgia'regulars acquitted itself of the arduous duties assigned 
it. Deployed in*full, as skirmishers, nearly the whole day, in advance - 
of the entire division, it preserved its alignments through woods and 
over every obsta'cle, and when ivi immediate conflict with the enemy, 
behaved with a steadiness, and coolness,' which exhibited the excellency 
of its discipline, the efficiency of its officers, and tho courage of *tho 
men composing it. 

Monday, June oOth, at eight o'clock/ A. M., according to orders, I 
nrarched with my command to General Longstreet's position, beyond 
New Market, on the Darbytown road, a march of over eighteen hours 
duration, reaching and occupying the field of Monday's battles .with 
my exhausted troops, between two and three o'clock, A. M., of Tues- 
day, July first. 

About" seven o'clock, A. M , by direction of General Magruder, ray 
command, in conjunction with other troops, advanced as far as tho 
Willis church road, where many prisoners were captured. In obe- 
dience to orders, about ten o'clock, A.M., my troops were withdrawn 
from this position, marched back on the Darbytown road some* three 
or four mlics, counter-marched, and finally halted some two miles in 
rear of- the position occupied in the morning. Between two and threo 
o'clock, -P. M;, under orders from Major General Longstreet, Colonel 
Anderson's brigade was placed in position on. the right of the road 
leading. to Crews' farm, and immediatety'in rear»of the position occu- 
pied by General Cobb. General Toombs was stationed to the right, 
and tear of Colonel Anderson. In an hour or two, under orders from 
General Magruder, sent through Captain Coward, of my staff, Colonel 
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Anderson was advanced to tho position of General Cobb, who' had just 
gone to tfie support of General Armistead— General Toombs occu- 
p # Mng Colonel Anderson's position. Hardly was this change made, 
-when Anderson was ordered by Generrl Magruder to the-, support o,f 
General Cobb. Having no instructions to the contrary, Colonel An- 
derson advanced upon the front occupied by General Cobb over broken 
ground, and into a dense swamp. Under orders from General Magru- 
der and direction of Captain Coward, the brigade changed front to the 
left, and advanced in Mne-of-battle through the swamp, followed closely 
by that of General Toombs, who too* position upon, his (Anderson's) 
left, 'and, under repeated orders from General . Magruder, both bri- 
gades were hurried through the swamp, the difficulties of which, or 
the fearful fire of the enemy, cannot be exaggerated. Owing to less 
distance, General Toombs reached the plateau first, and advanced 
directljf towards the enemy's batteries In -open view, some six or seven 
hundred yards ahead, and' slightly to the left. To that point-eyery 
thing tended, ray own command, as well as others already on the field, 
soon bringing the different troops in contact ; and, under the terrific fire 
of the enemy, partial confusion ensued, to avoid which, and erroneously 
thinking I had so ordered it, Toombs' brigade obliqued 10 the lift, 
crossed the road, getting out "of ray control. These movements had 
been made under a murderous fire; which these brave troops endured 
without the opportunity of return fng a shot. For the further move- 
ments of this brigade I have to refer you to the report of General 
Toombs herewith enclosed. Colonel Anderson coming up in line 
with, and to the right of, General SFoombs, struck the ridge at a point 
where it fell rapidly away from his front towards the. right, causing 
the two regiments on his left to mount the ridge, Vhile the balance of 
his brigade was in the bottom. To remedy this, and t'o advance with 
his whole command in liac, he halted and retired the two regiment's 
•in advance, so as t© bring his brigade parallel with the edge of the 
plateau. Before this change of front was completed, three of his 
regiments mistaking seme order for that to advance, rushed forward, 
^oming under a deadly cross fire of artillery, and suffering severe loss. 
Night had now closed in, and convinced that further attempts wolild 
be unavailing, this command was kept under the 'crest, in order to 
repel any advance of the enemy. Remaining in this position jintil 
about eleven o'clock, and there feeing no water convenient to the men,' 
in the absence of other instructions, I withdrew the cojnmand to the 
position occupied previous to the commencement of the action. 

Before closing this report, I desire . to bear testimony to the brave 
and soldierly behavior of the officers and men of my command. Es- 
pecially are my thanks due, for prompt, cheerful and efficient service, 
to the members of my staff., Captain Coward, A. A. General, who ren- 
dered valuable assistance to me throughout and in Tuesday's battle, 
most gallantly went into action in lead. Captain Latrobe, A. A. and 
I: General, Captain Ford, aid-de-camp, and Captains Thurston and 
Jones, volunteer aids, the former, (Captain Thurston,) in charge of 
ordnance trains, displayed courage and coolness, Captain Ford accom- 
panying a portion of my command- in the charge on Tuesday. 
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Lieutenant .Campbell, engineer officer, attached to my staff, superin- 
tended the construction of the works around Mrs. Price's house, was 
indefatigable in the discharge of his duties, accompanying Toombs' 
brigade in its charge on Tuesday. Major Garrett, my chief of artil-. 
lery,- was most efficient in the discharge of his important duties. 
Captain DeSaigle, when not necessarily absent in discharge of his duties 
as division quartermaster, was of much service to me as an aid. 

Major Haskell, division commissary, volunteered, with Captain 
Latrobe, to carry to-Greneral Longstreet, across the Chickahominy,' 
information of the position of the enemy, on Friday the 27th ; remain- 
ing with that General,, at his suggestion, he fell dangerously wounded 
while heading a regiment to the charge. , $ 

Surgeon Barksdale, division surgeon, for the prompt arid efficient 
management of all pertaining to his department, deserves all praise. 

The casualties in my command are as follows 

In infantry — killed 100; wounded 697; missing 21. 

In artillery — killed 3; wounded ili 

For a detailed list of casualties, I refer you to the enclosed report. 
• I have the honor to be, Captain, 

.Your obedient servant, 

D. R. JONES, . 
• Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT 'OF GENERAL A.'P.HILL OF BATTLES AROUND 

RICHMOND. ' . 

Headquarters Light Division, March 5, 1863. 

Brigadier General R. II. Chilton, " « , • 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

General : I send you my report of the battles of the Chickahominy, 
with an apology for so long delaying it. The report of .General 
Gregg I have not been able to get yet, but will have it in a day or 
.two, when I will send it up. 

* Respectfully, 

% • A. P. HILL, Major General. 

Headquarters Light Division, > , . 
Camp Gregg, February 28, 1863. \ 

Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Army of Northern Virginia : 

General: I have the ,hp nor to submit the following 'report of the 
part taken by the light division in the battles of the Chickahominy : 

In obedience to orders received from the General commanding, on 
Wednesday night, the 25th of June, I concentrated my division near 
the Meadow Bridge, viz : tho brigades of J. R. Anderson, Gregg, 
Field, Pender and Archer — the brigade«of General Branch having 
been directed to move to the bridge some seven miles above, where 
the Brooke turnpike crosses tlje Chickahominy ; the batteries of Brax- 
ton, Andrews,' Pegram, Crenshaw, Mcintosh, Bachman and Johnson, 
with five extra horses to each gun — Johnson's battery accompanied 
Branch — in all, about fourteen thousand men. The brigades and 
batteries were entirely concealed from the view of the. enemy. My 
orders were, that General Jackson, moving down from Ashland, would 
inform General Branch of his near approach. As soon as Jackson 
crossed the Central railroad, Branch was to cross the Chickahominy, 
and, taking the river road, push oji and clear the Meadow bridge. This 
done, 1 was to cross at Meadow bridge, and, sweeping down to Me- 
chanicsville, to open the way for General Longstreet. It was expected 
that General Jackson would be in the position assigned him at <k earry 
dawn," and all my preparations were made with a view of moving 
early. General Branch did not, however, receive intelligence from 
General Jackson until about ten o'clock, when he immediately crossed 
and proceeded to carry out his instructions. He was delayed by the 
. enemy's skirmishers, and advanced but slowly. Three o'clock having 
arrived, and no intelligence from Jackson or Branch, I determined to 
cross at once, rather than hazard the failure of the whole plan by 
longer deferring it. General Held, already selected for the advance, 
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being m readiness, seized the bridge, and the fortieth Virginia,*. 
Colonel Brockenbrough, leading, ,hi^ brigade passed- over, meeting, 
but slight opposition, the enemy falling back to Mechanicsville. The 
division .being safely over, Anderson and Archer followed. Field, 
•Gregg and Pender, turned short to the right, and moved through the 
field**, to co-operate on the right, of the first column. 

Beaver Dam creek, curves around Mechanicsville, the 'high brtnks 
being on the north side, and in possession of the enemy: This naturally 
strjong line of defence had been*made very much stronger by rifle-pits 
and earthen epaulements for guns. The enemy opened a concentrated 
fire of artillery on the head of Field's column, who, throwing his 
brigade into line of battle, with Pegram in the centre, steadily ad- 
vancing, drove .the enemy from Mechanicsville. Anderson was 
ordered to make a flank movement to the left, and take in reverse a 
battery which wag spiteful in its activity/ while Mclntosft was sent 
forward to attract its attention, and keep it employed. Archer was 
moved up to the support af fi#Id, and formed in line on* his (Field's) left, 
with his own left resting*on the turnpike — Braxton being sent to the 
assistance of Mcintosh. Gregg and Pender approached the village 
in line of battle, ov*er the hills and open fields, frQm the direction of 
the road. Field having driven the enemy from the village and its 
surroundings, across Beaver Dam creek to his stronghold, Pender was 
ordered to support these brigades already engaged, and to take posi- 
tion on the right of Field. This was gallantly dpne, in the face of a 
murderous fire. Andrews galloped' up to the assistance of Pegrrim. 
The battle now raged furiously along my whole line. The artillery 
fire from the enemy was terrific. Their positions along Beaver Dam 
creek was too strong to be cariied by* a direct attack, without heavy 
loss; and expecting every moircut to hear Jackson's guns on my left, 
and in rear of the ?nemy, I forbore to order the stormiug of their 
lines. General Branch 'having come%up, was ordered forward as a 
support to the brigades already engaged, and Johnson's battery took 
position riear .Mcintosh and Braxton. Gregg was held in reserve 
'near Mechanicsville. The thirty-eighth' North Carolina, Colonel 
H.o*ke, and t?h6 thirty-fourth North Carolina, Colonel Riddick, of 
Pender's . brigade, made a gallant but abortive afte-npt to force- a 
crossing. Meeting General Ripley, who had crossed his brigade at 
the Mechanicsville bridge, [ requested him to turn the enemy's left 
lower down the creek. This was gaWanUy attempted, but failed, and 
with heavy loss.' Anderson, with the thirty-fifth Georgia, -Colonel 
E. L; Thomas, leadin'g, bad* moved as heretofore directed.* and en : 
countering the enemy, drove them back ; and Colonel Thomas, with 
his regiment, crossed {he creek, and gained an admirable position for 
charging the enemy's batteries. The fourteenth Georgia, Lieutenant 
Colonel ' Folsome, .pushed forward to his support, but Lieutenant 
Colonel Folsome being stricken down, the regiment lost his gallant 
leading, and but few crossed. Colonel Thomas held his own until the 
battle closed, when, he withdrew, and joined his bridgade. on the south 
side of the creek. The battle ceased about nine o'clock, my. brigade 
resling along the creek, the object*of this attach, my c u *irr!»> t^* 



175 



m . - 

. way for Longstreet, having been justly accomplished. It was never 
contemplated that my division alone should have sustained the shock 
of this battle'; but such was the case, and the only assistance received 
was from Ripley ; Lieutenant Colonel Johnson, commanding nine- 
teenth Georgia, and Major Bronaugh, Park battalion, were killed, 
and 'Colonels Starke, Connor, Hoke, Thomas, A. J. Lane, and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Folsome* and Captain VandigrafF, commanding fifth 
Alabama battajion, wounded. . 

, Cold Harbor. 

The morning of the 27th, before dawn, the enemy again opened a 
rapid fire .of artillery, it being directed principally to the village of 
Mechanicsville. My division* was directly under arms. This shelling 
having continued some 'hour or more, I was directed by General Lee 
to take the route to Gaines' Mill. Gregg's brigade was put in ad- 
vance. It was soon found that the enemy had retired from his lines 
along Beaver Dam creek, two companies from Gregg's brigade having 
* handsomely dashed across and cleared the pits of the few men left as - 
a blind. ThS evidences of precipitate .retreat were palpable all along 
the route. Arriving«at the creek, upon which Gaines* Mill is located, 
half mile from Cold »Harbor, the enemy were discovered upon the 
opposite bank. Gregg's brgade was at once thrown in line of battle, 
and the skirmishers directed to. effect *a lodgment. Andrews' battery 
was brought up, and the woods opposite vigorously shelled. The 
skirmishers, rushing forward, clcarednhe crossing, and Gregg imme- 
diately filed his brigade across, forming line successively as each regi- 
ment crossed. His whole brigade being' over, he made the Jiandsomest' 
charge, in line, 1 have seen during the war. The enemy were pressed, 
and the General sent me word that he had brought the enemy to bay, 
and that they were in frrce in .hi> front, and requested permission to 
attack. This, was refused, .however, and he was directed to await 
orders from me. Branch was oHered up and formed on Gregg's 
right. Pender having cleared my right flank, to which service he 
had been assigned, Archer was sent to relieve him; thus p.ufring'him, 
(Archer,) on mj extreme right. Anderson was formed on Branch's 
right and Field again on his right, and connecting with .Arc :er. 
Crenshaw aiyi%Johnson were brought into battery on the left, of * the 
road and in rear of Gregg's line. I had delayed the attack until I 
•could hear from General Longstrcet, and, this now. occurring,, tho 
Otfder was given. This was about half-past two, P. M. Gregg, then 
Branch and then Anderson, . successively, became engaged. The 
incessant roar ci musketry and deep thunder, of the artillery, told 
that the whole force of the enemy was in. my front. Branch becoming 
hard pressed, Pender was sent to his relief. Field and Archer were 
also directed to do their part in this murderous contest. Braxton's 
artillery, accompanying Archer, had already opened. They were or- 
dered^to turn the enemy's left. These two brigades, under their heroic 
leaders, moving across the open field met the enemy behind. an abattis 
and strong entrenchrn^r-t at the base of a l^pg wooded hill, the enemy 



being in three lines on the side of this declivity, its crest falling off 
into a plateau and this plateau studded with guns. My front -now 
presented a Curved line, its convexity towards the enemy: Desperate 
but unavailing attempts were made to force the enemy's position. The 
fourteenth South Carolina, Colonel McGowan, (having hurried up 
from picket duty on the other side of the Chickahominy, and arriving 
in the thick of the fight,) on the extreme .left, made several daring 
charges. The sixteenth North Carolina, Colonel McElroy, and 
twenty-second, Lieutenant Colonel Gray, at one time carried the crest 
o£ thc«hiH,' and were in the enemy's camp, but were driven back by 
overwhelming numbers. 'The thirty-fifth Georgia, Colonel Thomas, 
also drove through the enemy's lines like a wedge, but it was all of no 
avail. Gregg and Branch fought with varying success, Gregg huving 
before him the vaunted Zouaves and Sykes' .regulars. Pender's 
brigade was sufFerring heavily, but stubbornly held its oavn! Field 
and Archer met a withering storm of bullets, but pressed on to within 
a short distance of the enemy's works, but the stprm was too fierce 
for such a handful of men. They recoiled and were again pressed to 
the charge, but with no better success. These brave men had done all 
that any bravo soldiers couM do. Directing their men t$ lie down, the 
fight was continued, and help awaited. Prom having been the 
•attacking I now became the attacked, but stubbornly, gallantly was 
the ground held. My division was thus engaged full two hours b^ore 
'assistance was received. We failed to carry the onemy's lines,. but 
we paved the way for the successful attack afterwards, and in which 
attacks it was necessary to employ the whole of our army that side 
the Chickaliominy. About four o'clock, reinforcements came up on 
my right from Gjeneral Longstreet, and later, Jackson's men on my 
right'and centre, and ray division was relieved of the weight of the 
contest. It was then continued on more equal, terms, and finally the 
extrome left of the enemy's line was most gallantly carried by iJoud. 

About seven o'clock, the General in-Chief, in person, gave iu# an 
order to advance my whole line, arfd to communicate this order as far 
a.s I could to all commanders of troops. This was done, and a general 
advance being made, the enemy were swept from the field, and the 
pursuit only stopped by nightfall, and^ the exhaustion of our troops. 

' The batteries* of Crenshaw*, Johnson, Braxton and Pegram wero 
"actively engaged, tlrenshaw pretty well knocked to pieces. Pegram, 
with indomitable energy and eagerness of purpose, though having 
lost forty-seven men and many horses at Mechanicsville, had put his 
battery in condition for this fignt also. 

Frazier's Farm. 

Sunday, the 29th, having been placed under the orders of Major 
General Longstreet, I recros3ed the Chickahominy, Longstreet'sdivis 
ion leading. 

On Monday, 30th, arrived in about one mile of the cross made by 
the Long Bridge road and the Quaker road, near Frazier's farm. The 
enemy were retreating along the Quaker road. My division was 
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halted, my field hospitals., established, and brigades closed up. The 
division of General Longstreet, now commanded. by Brigadier General 
R, H. Anderson, was in line of battle some three-quarters of a mile 
in advance of mine. The staff officer of General Longstreet at this 
time delivered me an order to take the command oh the field. I did 
80j and reporting to General* Anderson that such was the case, we 
rode over the ground and made such dispositions as were necessary. 
Before the battle opened, Getferal Longstreet returned and resumed 
the command. • The fight commenced by fire from the enemy's, artil- 
lery, which swept down the" road and from which his Excellency the 
President narrowly escaped accident. The battle had continued some, 
little time, when 1 received an order from General Longstreet, 
through Captain Fairfax, to send a brigadie to the left to the support 
of Generals Pryor, Featherstone, and others. General Gregg was 
-.detached <Jn this service and guided by Captain Fairfax. The fire be- 
coming very heavy, I was ordered forward with ray division. Branch's 
brigade took the route; and,, with springing steps, pressed forward. 
Arriving upon open ground, he formed his line and moved to. the 
support of the troops engaged in his front. Field and Pender were 
successively thrown forward. Field pressed forward with such ardor 
that he passed far in front of my w'hole line. The sixtieth Virginia, 
Colonel Starke, a*nd fifty-fifth, Colonel Mallory, charged and captured 
two batteries p£ Napoleon guns, and the sixtieth crossed bayonets 
with the enemy, who obstinately contested the possession of these 
guns.' General Pender, moving up to the support of Field, found that 
he had penetrated so far in advance that the enemy were between 
himself and Field. A regiment of Federals, moving acfoss his 
front and exposing their flank, were scattered by a volley. " Pender 
continued to mdve forward, driving off a battery of rifled pieces. The 
forty-seventh Virginia, Colonel Mayo, having gotten possession of 
a battery, turned its guns on the enemy and thereby greatly assisted 
Gregg, wha was hotly engaged on the left. To this regiment also 
belongs* the honor .of capturing Major General McCall. The brigade 
of Genaral Featherstone having become very much scattered and been 
forced back, Colonel McGowanj with the fourteenth South Carolina, 
retrieved our ground. On our extreme right matters seemed to be 
going badly. Two brigades of Longstreet's division had been roughly 
handled and had fallen back. Archer was brought up and sent in, and, 
in his shirt-sleeves, leading his gallant brigade, affairs were soon re- 
stored in that quarter. About dark the enemy were pressing us hard 
♦along our whole line, and my last reserve, General J. R. Anderson, % 
with his Georgia brigade, was directed to advance cautiously and be 
careful not to fire on our friends. His brigade was formed in line- 
two regiments on each side of the road — and, obeying my instruc- 
tions to the letter, received the fire of the enemy at seventy paces, 
before- engaging them. 'Heavy reinforcements to the enemy were 
brought up at- this time, and it seemed that a tremendous effort was 
being made to turn the fortunes of the battle. The volume of fire 
that, approaching, rolled along the line was terrific. Seeing some 

troops of Wilcox's brigade who had rallied, ^ith the assistance of Lieu- 

10 * t 

1 « - * 



* 178 

tenant Chamberlaine and other members of my staff, they were.rapidly 
formed, and being directed to cheer long and loudly, moved again to 
the fight. This seemed to end the contest, for in less than five min- 
tites ail firing ceased and. the enemy retired. My brigade jested upon 
the battle-ground until relieved near dawn by Major General Magru- 
der. 

The trophies of my division this day were "fourteen pieces of. artil- 
lery and two stands of colors.. • 

The next evening was fought the battle of Malvern Hill. Finding 
that General Magruder needed assistance, I sent two brigades — 
Branch's and Thomas', (Anderson's.) They were, however, not ac- 
tively engaged. My division, however, was placed in line of battle 
near the scene of action and under fire, but passive. 

In this series of^battles, in which my troops, so well did their part, 
I beg leave, to remind the General-in-Chief that three of my brigades 
had never before been under fire. Two of my batteries, Pegram's 
and Davidson's, (the latter having just been ordered up from my 
camp,) were engaged at Malvern Hill, and for two hours each nobly 
did their work, as their battered condition and many casualties sadly 
attested/ 

Among the general and field officers killed and w r ounded during 
these, battles are Colonels Campbell, C. C.Lee; Lieutenant Colonels 
Johnson, Smith, Green, Shackelford; Majors Bronaugh, Burke, and 
McLaughlin, killed, and Brigadier Generarls J. R. Anderson and 
Pender, Colonels W. J. Hoke, Riddick, Connor, McGowan, Gbodner, 
Cowan, A. J. Lane, J. H. Lane, Thomas, Hardeman, and Starke ; 
Lieutenant Colonels Folsom, Simmons, Barber, Christian, EL. H. 
Walker, Howard, and Majors Fite, Livingstone, Hickerson, and Grice, 
wounded. Lieutenant Colonel Coleman, of tha artillery, during the 
absence of Lieutenant Colonel ii. L. Walker, from sickness, acted as 
my Chief of Artillery, and with energy and efficiency. The gallantry 
of Lieutenant Chamberlaine, the adjutant, was conspicuous. .The 
members of my staff — Major R C. Morgan, A. A. General; Major 
J. G. Field, A. Q. M. ; Major. E. B. Hill, Division Commissary; Ma- 
jor J. M. Daniel, Volunteer A. D. 8., (wounded severely at Cold 
Harbor ;) Captain Adams, signal officer, serving on my personal staff; 
my aides-de-camp, Ljeutenants F. T. Hill and Murray Taylor, and 
Captain Douglass, my chief engineer officer — were all gallant and- 
zealous in the discharge of their duties. Surgeon Watson, Medical 
Director, made efficient arrangements fpr the care of the wounded. 
ZThe ambulance corps and drivers deserve especial mention for their- 
active and untiring exertions in bringing off the wounded. Especial 
mention for-conspicuous gallantry is made of the following officers : 
Colonels Starke, Mallory,, McGowan, Thomas, Riddick," Barnes, Ham- 
ilton, Hoke, J. H. Lane, Cowan ; Lieutenant Colonels Folsom, Gray, 
McElroy, Simpson, H. H. Walker; Majors O. C. Cole, Vandegraff; 
Lieutenants Younjg, Norwood, Crittenden, Bryan, Haskell, Shotwell, 
thirty-fourth North' Carolina ; Captains Collins, engineer; and of the 
the artillery, Pegram, Davidson, Braxton, Crenshaw, Andrews, Mc- 
intosh, and Lieutenant'.Fitizhugh, and Sergeant J. N. Williams. Ser- 
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, geant Major 6f nineteenth Georgia regiment, Captain Wright and 
his company of cavalry, from Cobb's legion, acting as my escort, were 
of great service to me, and by my permission, made a gallant charge 
upon a body of the enemy's infantry. There are many cases of in- 
dividual daring, both among officers and men, and I regret that I do 
not know their names. ■ 

Tfiis report being made out so long after the events transpired is 
not, of course, so perfect as I would desire, and injustice may be done 
officers and regiments. I respectfully refer you to the accompanying 
brigade reports for details. I append also a statement of the loss 
.sustained by the light division in the battles around Richmond, 

LOSS ^sustained by the Light Division, Mpjor General A. P. Hill, on 
?. the^ 26th, 21th, and $i)th June, and 1st- My, 1862. 

' " i 

"Killed. Wounded. 



Brigadier Generals, <- - • * - 2 . 

Colonels, - r . - - * - 2 10 

Lieutenant Colonels, - - ' - 3 • 9 

Majors, 3 6 

Captains, - - 16 66 

-Lieutenants, - - - - '32 13S 

Non-commissioned officers, - - . 94 • 428 

Privates,* - - - - 475 . 2,592 



Total, - - - - 619 3,251 

619 ' 



Grand total, - 3,870 ' 



m • I am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your Jbebient servant, 

• A. P. HILL, Major General,. 



GEN. D. H. HILL'S REPORT OF * OPERATIONS AROUNR 

RICHMOND. 



Headquarters Division. 

Captain A. Si Pendleton, A. A. G.: 

Captain : I have the honor to submit a report of the part taken by 
my division in the engagements around Richmond, which resulted in. 
lifting the Young Napoleon from his entrenchments around that city, 
and setting him down on the banks of the James river, twenty-five 
miles further off, flith a loss of fifty-one pieces of artillery, twenty- 
seven thousand stand of arms- and ten thousand prisoners., * 1 

Oif the ^5th of June, my division constituted the supporting fprce 
to a portion of the brigades of Generals Wright and Ransom, which 
were engaged with the Yankees n^ar King's School* House on the 
Williamsburg road. We were exposed all day Xo an artillery fire, but 
with little loss. We marched that night through- the mud to the 
vicinity of the Mechanicsville bridge, and there awaited the advance 
of Major Generals Jackson hnd A. J?. Hill. The plan of operations 
was, for the former officer to come down by the way of Hanover 
Junction, and get in the rear of Mechanicsville, so as to unmask the 
bridge opposke it and enable my division" to cross over, followed by 
that of .Major General Longstreet. To the four divisions of Generals 
a Longstreet, Jackson, A. P. Hill and myself, was entrusted the task 
of turning the right flank of the Yankee army. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon; of the 26th of June, the firing 
commenced at Meadow Bridge, arid was followed by the rapid running 
of the Yankees towards Mechanicsville My division was put in 
motion and crossed the Chicknhominy^after a little delay in repairing 
the bridge. General A. P. Hill # was then hotly engaged about the 
town, and my leading brigade (Ripley's) was pushed forward to his 
support. The Yarjsees were beginning to retreat across the creek 
(Beaver Dam,) towards Ellison's Mill, but their artillery was still on 
the' plain on this side. The three batteries of Jones' battalion, of 
my division, and Hardaway's l attery and Bondurant's, were brought 
into action and drove the Yankee artillery off the field. Ir* tho 
meantime I had received several messages from General Lee, and one 
from the* President of the Confederate States, to send forward a 
brigade. In advancing thia brigade, I met General Pender, whose 
brigade had just been roughly handled, who told me that with the as- 
sistance of two regiments of Ripley's brigade, he could turn, tho 
position at Ellison's Mill by the right, while t\v'o regiments should 
advance in front. Brigadier General Ripley was directed to co- 
operate with General * Pender, and the attack was made abodl dark. 
The enemy had entrenchments of great strength and development on 
the other side of Beaver Dam, ahd had the banks lined with^iis mag- 
jiificent artillery. The approach was over an open plain exposed to a 
murderous fire of all arms, and an almost impassable stream was to be 
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crossed. The result was, as might have been anticipated, a disastrous 
and bloody repulse. Nearly every field officer in the brigade was 
killed or wounded, and a large number of officers of all grades were 
equally unfortunate. Those* hero-martyrs, Colonel* Stokes, of the 1st 
North Carolina regiment, and Colonel Robert A. Smith, 44th Georgia, 
deserve* more than a passing notice. The former had served with 
credit in the Mexican war, and was widely >nd favorably known in 
his own State, The latter, though in feeble health and scarcely able 
to walk, insisted upon being at the head of his regiment, and attracted 
my particular attention by his gallantry. Lieutenant Colonel Estes, 
of the 44th,. was severely 4voundod, and twe captains, ten lieutenants , 
and three hundred and twenty-one privates were killed and wounded 
in* this, regiment. Of the 1st North . Carolina regiment, Colonel 
Stokes and Major Skinner, six captains and the adjutan^ were killed, 
and one hundred and thirty-three privates were killed and woiwided. 
These tw^egiments (never before under fire) were*badly demoralized, 
and scarcely preserved their organization in the subsequent opera- 
tions. Captain- N. A. Brown, of the 1st ftorth Carolina regiment, 
and Captains Beck and Lumpkin, of the 44th Georgia, rallied the 
.fragments of their commands and are handsomely spoken of by 
Brigadier General* Ripley. The*3d North Carolina regiment, and the 
48£h Georgia, were less exposed than the other two regiments of 
Ptipley's brigade, and, in conse'quence, suffered less severely; but Major 
'Savage, of the 3d North Carolina,- fell, badly wounded. The batteries 
of Captain Rhe.tt and Captain Hardaway, were particularly distin- 
guished in "this engagement. 

The division slept on the field that night. About'9, P. M., I re- 
ceived an order from General Lee, to co-operate with Major General 
Jackson, on the* Cold- Harbor road, goin^by way of Betbesda church. 
The route we had to take, was found* at daylight, to be held by the 
enemy in force with strong entrenchments, mounted with artillery. 
I sent the brigades of Garland and Anderson, to the left to turn the 
position, while my other three brigades and all the division artillery, 
Were kept on the main road ready to advance when the rear of the work3 
were gained. The Yankees abandoned their earthworks, when Gar- 
land and Andersbn gained their rear, and tjie whole division moved 
on. The shorter road, upon which Major. General Jackson marched, 
being obstructed, he was compelled to turn off and follow in my rear, 
wo therefore reached* Cold Harbor, first capturing a few wagons and 
ambulances and prisoners. The divisioa moved up cautiously to the 
edge«of the Powhite swamp,^where the Yankees were found to be 
strongly posted with ten pieces of artillery, commanding the "only 
road upon which our guns could be moved Captain Bondurant's 
battery was brought into 'action, but in less than half anhoui;was 
withdrawn^ badly crippled. 

. By 'the order of Major Genera^ Jackson,, tfce division was moved 
back to the edge of the woods, parallel to the road, to cut off the re- 
treat of the enemy fr^m the attack of Major Generals Longstreet 
and A; P. Hill. ( It soon became apparent, however, that the fire on 
our right was receding, and that the Yankees were gaining ground. 



Jackson's division and mine were then ordered forward to the support 
pf Longstreet and A. P. Hill, who had been hotly engaged for sev- 
eral hours. My division occupied the, extreme left of the whole 
Confederate line. The ordeK of advance of the division was : Gar- 
land on the left, next Anderson, next Rodes, next Colquitt- — Ripley 
being on the extreme right. In advancing 1vc had a dense swamp to 
cross, with tangled undergrowth, and. the radius of the wheeling 
circle had to be shortened. These combined causes produced mueh 
confusion, and a lapping of brigades 'and the separation of regiments 
from their proper places. Several regiments of my division were 
thrown into.the rdar and did hot engage th$ enemy. The forty-eighth 
Georgia and the fragments of the forty-fourth Georgia (Ripley's 
brigade) were thus thrown into the rear. ' The sixth and twenty- 
seventh Gtftrgia (Colquitt's brigade) were the only regiments of 
their brigade whioii drew triggers. The other three regiments of this 
brigade, twen'ty-third Georgia/twenty-eighth Georgia,i&n^thirteenth 
Alabama, preserved their positions in rear, but did not .engage the 
Yankees. The fifth and* twenty* sixth Alabama (Rodes' brigade) en- 
countered a battery in their front, which they charged and captured. 
Colonel C. C. Pegues, the noble Christian commander of the fifth 
Alabama, fell, mortally wounded, in this charge. "Upon falling," 
says General Rodes, " he called to the next officer in command, Major 
Hobson, and told him that the fifth had always been in the advan9e, 
and that it was his last wish it should go ahead and allow no regiment 
topass.it. Major -Hobson gallantly carried out his wishes and led 
the regiment constantly ahead of all others in* the division, except 
the twenty-sixth Alabama, which, under the' brave Colonel O'Neal, 
kept steadily with it." In crossing the swamp, " the third Alabama 
encountered troops of our ftwn ahead of them and was halted. The 
-sixth did not; but moved on at a rapid pace into the field in front of 
the enemy's battery and in face of their -infantry, encountering there 
an enfilading fire from the battery and a heavy fire of musketry in 
front,»and, finding themselves unsupported, the men were required 
by Colonel Gordon to lie down; and finally, no support arriving, 
they retired under cover, in perfectly .good order, and there awaited, 
with the third Alabama', further orders." In regard to the twelfth 
Alabama, General Rodes, it had shifted to the left late in the evening 
and joined the troops which came up on the left of Hill's division. 
Anderson's brigade, on the left, met the Yankees on the edge of the 
swamp and was first engaged. The contest was short, but bloody, 
and the woods were entirely cleared^f the Yankees, who felf back 
behind a fence and ditch and the brow of the hill. My division now 
occupied the edge of the wooded swamp, separated frcni the Yankees 
by "an open field N some four hundred yards wide. Confederate troops 
upon our right (subsequently discovered to be Winder's and Lawton's 
brigades) were advancing across the plain to attack m th«m. ; * I found 
Generals Anderson and Garland discussing, with great enthusiasm, 
the propriety of attacking the Yankees in flank with their,-two brig- 
ades, while Lawton.and Winder attacked in front. 'The only objection 
to the movement was that a Yankee battery on our extreme left could 
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enfilade our line on its advance. Garland. observed ; " I don't think 
it can do lnuch'harin, and I am willing to risk it." Anderson re- 
sponded in the same spirit, and 1 ordered an advance of the whole 
division: To prevent* the destruction of life from the battery, I re- 
solved to make an attempt to capture if. - Two regiments of Elzey'^ 
brigade, I think, were found separated from* their command, and 
these I ordered, under my volunteer aid, Mr. »Sydnor. perfectly 
acquainted with the ground, to g-t in rear of the battery, while the 
twentieth North Carolina, Colonel Iverson, the third North Carolina, 
Colonel Meares, and the first North' Carolina, commanded by Captain 
II. A. Brown, were order^i to-make a direct advance. Unfortunately, 
Colpnel Iverson alone carried out his orders fully. fcjajs General 
Garland: " Colonel Iverson was, seriously wounded 'at an early 
period, while gallantly leading up his regiment to take the battery. 
The regiment after he- was wounded, was led by Lieutenant Colonel 
Franklin J. liaison. They advanced gallantly and -took the battery, 
which they held for ten minutes; The gallant Faison received a mor- 
tal wound in the very act of turning a captured piece upon the flying 
foe. He was greatly beloved, and his memory will be cherished with 
veneration, and' pride. -The enemy §oon returned to the battery, and 
the^regiment having sustained a loss of seventy killed .and two hun- 
dred and two wounded, and being v?ithout support, retired by order 
of .Major Toon. " Heavy as was this loss, no doubt a greater loss 
was saved to the # di visum in its advance by this gallant attack. The 
.temporary silence of the battery enabled thti division to move up in 
fine style and turn the tide of battle in our -favor. 44 The effect of" 
our appearance," says General Garland, " at this opportune moment 
upon the enemy's flank, cheering, and charging, decided the fate of 
the day. The enemy broke and retreated ; made a second* stand, 
which induced my immediate command to halt under cover of the 
roadside and return their -fire. when,, charging forward again, we 
•broke and scattered them 'in every direction." The statements of the 
Yankees themselves, and of- the French princes on McCieJlan's staff, 
fully concur with^Gerferal Garland that it was this final charge upon 
their right flank which decided- the fortunes of tire day. The Yan- 
kees made no further resistance, but'fied in great confusion to .Grape- 
vine bridge. \ ' . 

It was now fairly dark, and hearing loud cheers from the^, Yankees 
in our immediate front, some two hundred yards distant, I ordered 
our whole advance to halt and wait the expected attack of the enemy. 
Brigadier General Winder, occupying the road to Grapevine bridge, 
immediately halted, and the whole advanced columns were halted also. * 
The cheering, as we afterwards learned, was caused by the appear- 
ance of the Irish ^brigade to coyer the retreat. A vigorous attack , 
upon it might have resulted in the total rout of the Yankee army and 
the cap^uwe of thousands of prisoners. a But J was unwilling to leave 
the elevated plateau around McGee's house, to advance in the dask, 
^Jong an unknown road,, skirted by dense woods, in the possession of 
the Yankee troops. Jhe night was spent in caring for the wounded 
and making preparations for the morning. I drew back the advanced 
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troops several hundred yards, to McGee's house, and sent across the 
swamps for my division artillery. This, however, did not come up 
until after sunrise next morning. AH of the advanced troop's of 
General Jackson reported to me* for orders, and, with my own, were 
entrusted with guarding the road to Grapevine bridge. • Soon after 
daylight, it was discovered that the Yankees had retreated across the 
Chickahominy, destroying all the bridges. The Yankee General, John, 
F. Reynolds, with his aid, was discovered in the woods by my pickets 
and brought to me. Major General Jackson came up* after sunrise 
and assumed the command of his own and my division. . 

My thanks are especially due to Brigad^r Generals Garland and 
Anderson 'for their skill in discovering the weak point of the Yankees,, 
and their boldness in attacking it. Their brigades, being more 
exposed than the others of my command, suffered more severely. 
Brigadier General Rodes was on th,o field and displayed his usual 
coolness and judgment, though very feeble from the unhealed wound 
received at Seven Pines. The ^brigade of Brigadier General Ripley 
was not engaged, owing to that officer not keeping it in hand and not 
pressing vigorcusly in front. Colonel Colquitt, commanding brigade; 
in like manner, did not keep hi.s brigade- in. hand, and three of his 
regiments did not* draw trigger. The sixth Georgia and twenty- 
seventh Georgia, of this brigade; commanded ,by those pure, brave, 
noble, Christian soldiers, Lieutenant Colonel Newfon and . L. 
B. Smith,. behaved most heroically and maintained tljeir ground when 
m , half their number had bc*en stricken down. My seven division batte- 
ries, under Captains Carter, Jlardaway^ Bondurant, Rhett,' Clark, 
Peyton and Nelson, were all engaged.at one time or another, at Mechan- 
icsville,. and all, in like manner, at Cold Harbor. Bondurant had 
three men killed, ten wounfled, and twenty-eight horses killed and 
disabled at the latter place. The other, six batteries suffered but 
little. Under the immediate supervision^ Major General Jackson, 
they opened across the swamp upon the Yankee batteries .just before- 
our final charge. 

On the 28th of June, Major General EweH was sent, with his 
division, to Dispatch Station, on the York River railroad, while Gen- 
eral Stuart went down to the White House, the terminus of the road. 
Both expeditions were completely successful, and the Yankee line of 
communication being thus cut, McClellan was compelled to change his 
base. We spent two days in destroying vast military and medical 
stores south of the Chickahominy, and attempted to hold the'erossing 
over that stream. Scouts from Hood's brigade and the third Ala- 
bama, Rodes 5 brigade, succeeded in crossing, and my pioneer corps, 
under Captain Smith, of the engineers, repaired Grapevine bridge 
on the 29th, and we crossed over that night. McLaws' division had 
a bloody fight at Savage Station on .the afternoon, of the. 29th instant, 
tjiat night the Yankees.continued their retreat, leaving on£ thousand 
one hundred sick and* wounded in our hands. Jackson's command 
(my division leading) passed Savage Station early in the morning o£ 
the. 30th instant, and followed the line of the Yankee retreat towards 
White. Oak greek. We picked up about a thousand prisoners, and so 
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many arms that I detached the . fifth and Jourth Nfcrth Caro- 
lina. regiments to take charge of them both. At White Oak creek we 
found the bridge destroyed and the . Yankee forces drawn up on the 
other side. . Twenty-six guns from my division* arid five from* Whit- 
ing's division, opened a sudden and unexpected fire upon' the Yankee 
batteries and in fan try^—a feeble response was attempted, but silenlced 
in a few minutes. Munford's cavalry and my skirmishers crossed 
ov,er, but the Yankees .got some guns under cover of a wood, which 
commanded the bridge, and the cavalry was compelled to turn bg,ck. 
The skirmishers staid over all day and night. We attempted no 
further crossing that day. .' The hospitals and a large number of sick 
and wounded, at' White Oak creek, fell into our hands. Major Gene- 
rals Longstreet and A. P. Hill attacked the Yankees in flank at Fra- 
zier's farm, some two miles in advance of us, thafrday, and a corres- 
ponding vigorous attack by M#j or General Huger on their rear must 
have resulted most disastrously to them. The obstacles he met, which 
prevented his advance, may have been of a character not to be over- 
come. I. do ryH know and cannot judge of them. .The .brfdga being 
repaired, Jackson's command crossed over (Brigadier General Whit- 
ing's division leading) and effected a junction with General Lee near 
a church a few miles from Malvern 'Hill — Whiting's division was 
t.ufned off the road to the left at the foot of this hill, ani mine to the 
right — we had to advance across an open field and ford a creek before 
getting under cover of the wood& We were in- full view while effect- 
ing these objects, and suffered heavily from the Yailkee artillery. • 

Brigadier General An-derson, on the extreme left, had become en- 
gaged, his brigade roughly handled, and himself wounded and 
carried off the field, before the other brigade had crossed the creek. 
By the order of 'Major General Jackson, the division was halted in 
the woods, and an examination made of the ground. The Yankees 
were found to be too strongly posted, on a commanding hill, all the ap- 
proaches to which could be swept by his artillery, and were .guarded 
by swarms of infantry, securely she'lte'ted by fences, ditches and 
ravines. Tier after tier of batteries were grimly visible on the 
plateau, ^psing in the form of an amphitheatre.. One flank was pro- 
tected by Turkey creek, and the other by gunboats.. We could only 
reach the first line of batteries by traversing an opeji space of from 
three to four bundred yards, exposed to a murderous fire of* grape and 
canister from the artillery, and musketry from the infantry. If that 
first line was carried, another and another, still more difficult, re- 
mained in rear. I had expressed my disapprobation, of a farther 
pursuit of the Yankees to the commanding General,* and* to Generals 
Jackson and Longstreet, ^ven before I knew of the strength of their 
positron. An examination satisfied me that an attack would be haz- 
ardous to bur alms.* ". ' . 

About ten o'clock,. I think, I received, a note from General Ja©k- 
son, enclosing one from Colonel R. H. Chilton; chief of General Lee's 
staff, saying that positions were selected, from which our artillery 
could silence the Yankee artillery, and as soon as that was dorit, 
Brigadier General Afmistead would advance with a shout, and carry 
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the battery immediately in his front. Thrs eHout -was to.be the signal 
for a general advance, and all the troops were then to rush forward 
with fixed bayonets. . I sent fo*r my brigade commanders and shewed 
them the note; ' Brigadier General Rodes being absent; 4 sick, the gal- 
lant Gordon was put in. command of his brigade. That acc6mplished 
gentleman arVl soldier, Colonel C. C. Tefw, second North Carolina 
regiment, took command of Anderson's brigade. Garland, Ripley and 
•Colquitt, and these two Colonels, were present at the interview. In- 
stead of ordering up one or two hundred pieces of artillery to play 
on the Yankees, a single battery (Moorman's) was ordered up, and 
knocked to pieces in a few minutes; one # or two others shared the 
same fate of being beat in detail. Not knowing how-to act under 
•these circumstances, I wrote fo General Jackson that tlie firing from 
our battel ie3 was of the most farcical character. He repeated the 
order for a 'general advance at' the signal of the shouting from Gen- 
eral Armistcad. As well as I could l^arn the position of our troops., 
Brigadier General Whiting was on my left, Major Generals Magru- 
der arid lluger on my right, -and Major General Holaaes some miles 
in our rear While conversing with my brigade commanders, shout- 
ing Was htard on our right, followed by the roar of musketry. 1 We 
all agreed this was the signal agreed upon, and I -ordered my division 
to advance.. This, as near as I could judge, was aboufan hour arid#a 
h.alf -before sundown. We advanced alone, neither Whiting on the left, 
nor Magruder or f linger on' the right, moved forward an inch. The 
division fought heroically and w.ell, but fought in vain. Garland, in 
my immediate front,- Showed all his wonted 'courage and enthusiasm, 
but he needed and asked for reinforcements. I sent Lieutenant 
Colonel Newton, sixth Georgia, to his support ; and observing a 
brigade by a fence in our rear,~I galloped back to it, and found it. to 
be that of Brigadir General Toombs, . t ordeied it forward to support 
Garland, and accompanied it. The brigade advanced handsomely to 
tire brow of the hill, but sopn retreated in disprder. * Gordon, com- 
manding Rodes' brigade, pushed gallantly forward, and gained consid- 
erable ground, but v/as forced back The gallant and accomplished 
Mears, third North Carolina regiment, Ripley's brigade, 'hlpi fallenat 
the head of Iris regiment, and that brigade wa3 streaming to the rear ; 
Colquitt's and •Anderson's* brigades had also fallen back. Ransom's 
brigade had come up to my support, from Major General Huger. A 
portion of it came, but w'ithout its brigadier. It moved too far to the 
left, and became mixed up with the mass of troops near the parsonage, 
on the Quaker road, suffering heavily and effecting little. Brigadier 
General -Winder w*as sent up by- Major General Jackson, but he came 
too late, and also wentto the same belt of woods near the parsonage, 
already over-crowded with troops. Finally, Major General'Ewell 
came up, but it was after dark, and nothing could 6e accomplished. 
I advised him to hold the ground we had gained, and not to attempt 
a forward movement. " 

The battle of *Malvern Hill might have been a complete and glori- 
ous success, had not our artillery and infantry been fought in detail. 
My division* batteries having been three times engaged, had exhausted 
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all their ammunition, and had been sent back for a fresh supply. If 
I had had them with me, with a good supply of ammunition, I feel 
confident *that we could have beaten the force immediately in front of 
us/ 'Again, the \vant of concert with the infantry divisions was most 
painful. Whiting's division, did not engage at all, neither didf Holmes'. 
My division fought an* hour or more, the whole Yankee force, without 
assistance from a single Confederate soldier. The front line of Yan- 
kees was twice broken and in full retreat, when fresh troops came to 
its support. At such critical junctures, the general advance oT the di- 
visions on my right and left must h&ve been decisive. Some half an hour 
afteVmy division had ceased»to struggle against odds oflhore than ten to 
one, I had to fall back. McLaws' division advanced, but to share the 
eame fate. So far as I can learn, none of our troops drew trigger, 
except McLaws', mine, and a portion of Huger's. Notwithstanding 
the tremendous odds against us^ and the blundering arrangements of 
the battle, we inflicted heavy loss upon the Yankees They retreatsd 
in the night, leaving their dead unburied, their Wounded pn the ground, 
three pieces of artillery abandoned, and thousands of superior rifles 
thrown away. None of their previous retreats-exhibited such unmis- 
takcable signs of rout and demoralization. The wheat fieMs at Shir- 
ley were all trampled down by the frightened herd, too impatient to 
follow the road; arms, accoutrements, knapsacks, overcoats and clo- 
thing, cf every description, were widely strewn on the roadside, in 
the woods and in the field. Numerous wagons*and ambulances were 
found stuck in the mud, typical of Yankee progress in war. The ac- 
tual loss in- battle, was, in my opinion, (though most persons differ 
with me,) greater on our side than on that of the Yankees.. The ad- 
vantage in position, range, calibre and number of their guns, was 
with them. The prestige of victory, *and the enthusiasm inspired by 
it, were with us. * Their masses, too, were so compact that ssliot and 
shell and balls could hardly fail to accomplish a noble work. My di- 
vision was employed during the week after the battle in gathering up 
arms and accoutrements, burying our own and the Yankees' dead, and 
removing the wounded of both armies. We then returned to 'our old 
camp neartllichmond^ w^th much cause for gratitude to the Author of 
all good, for raising the siege of that city, and crowning our arms 
with glorious success. 

The following list of killed and wounded will show that we lost 
four thousand out of ten thousand taken into the field Among these 
we have to mourn those gallant s t pir;ts, Colonel Robert A. Smith, 
forty-fourth Georgia; Colonel Stokes and Major Skinner, first North 
Carolina; Colonel Gaston Mearcs, third North Carolina"; Colonel 
Warthem, twenty -eighth Georgia; Lieutenant (3olonel Faison, twen- 
tieth North CaroHna, arid Captain Thomas M. Blount,, quartermaster 
of the fourth North Carolina, who fell while gallantly carrying, on 
horseback, the colors of the thirtieth North Carolina regiment. ' 
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LIST OF CASUALTIES, * 

* 



• 


iviiiea. 


>i ounueu. ■» 


Missing 


Ripley's -brigade, 


164 


fc 731 


30 


Garland's 


192 


« 637 , 4 


. - 12 






440 


00 


Anderson's " > 




704 


. 00 


Colquitt's " • 


• ' 42 


633 


6 ' 


Jones' artillery, 


5 # 


22 


00 


Ilardaway's b#tery, 


1 




00 * 


Nelson' 8 battery — no 


report, .0 


00 


01) 


^otal, 


714 


3,192 * ' 


48 



Aggregate, 3,955. 



This embraces the entire loss in the division, with the exception of 
one battery, from w.hich no' report has been received. 

My thanks are due to all of my staff for faithful and efficient ser- 
vice. Major Ratchford, Adjutant General, and Lieutenant Reid, 
Aid-de-Camp, were much exposed, and were ever prompt and active. 
Major Pierson, Chief of Artillery, was always on horseback, by the 
side of the battery engaged. Captain Taylor, Inspector General, 
rendered valuable and important service. The ordnance officers, Cap- 
tain West and Lieutenant T. J. Moore, attended faithfully to their 
duties. Lieutenant Sydnor of the Hanover light dragoons, volunteer 
aid at Cold Harbor, was* conspicuous there for his zeal and gallantry. 
Sergeant Harmeling, commanding ,the couriers, and private Lewis 
Jones, courie'r, merit particular mention for their zeal and intelligent 
performance of duty. 

D. H. HILL", Major GeneiaL 
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REPORT OF GENERAL MAGRUDER OF BATTLES- AROUND 

RICHMOND. l' \ 

Richmond,. August 12, 1862. ' 

To the Adjutant General of General R. E. Lee, ^ 

Commanding Army Northern .Virginia; 

Sir: About the 25th June, I received from Lieutenant Colonel R. 
II. Chilton, Assistan? Adjutant General, on the staff of General Lee, 
commanding the Army of Northern Virginia, an order giving a gen- 
eral plan of operations, about to be undertaken againist the enemy, 
whose troops occupied the right and left banks of the Chickahominy, 
the greater number being immediately in front of the lines occupied 
by me, and the division of ^lajor General Huger, on my fight. This 
directed me, in general terms, to hold -my position in front of the 
enemy against attack', and at all hazards, to'make such demonstations 
.as to discover his operations ; and in Case of the abandonment of his 
entrenchments, to pursue him cl'osely. I was in command of three 
divisions, those of Major General McLaws, Brigadier General D. R.* 
Jones, and my own, each consisting of two (2) brigades, the numerical 
.strength being about- thirteen thousand n?en. 

In obedience to these instructions, I caused the pickets and ^skir- 
mishers to observe the utmost vigilance, attack the enemy's pickets 
from time to time, and open a frequent fire of artillery on his works, 
to ensure a full knowledge of his. position,, strength, and movements, 
as far as it w T as possible, moving my own headquariers fo the line oc- 
cupied by the troops, and sleeping-near them, in order to obs'erve more 
closely*. . a < f s • • ■ ■ * 

After the battle'of Friday, the 27th June, on the opposite bank of 
the Chkkahominy, it was ascertained that the enemy had withdrawn 
his troops to the right bank, and therefore the whole of his' forces 
were massed in front of our lines, and that he had destroyed the fridges 
over this river, thereby separating our army* and concentrating his 
own! I immediately ordered, without awaiting instructions, the 
bridge known as the New bridge to be rebuilt, which wak done by the 
troops under Brigadier General JonQS, in order to establish at least 
one line of communication between the two portions of our army. 
This wa^ completed on Saturday, the 28th. 'On the same day Briga- 
dier General Jofies came up to my headquarters, and informed me 
that Brigadier General Toombs had ordered an attack on the enemy's 
line of rifle pits on Goulding's farm, and asked if I had given such 
an order. Upon my replying in th'e negative, he -said he had not* 
authorized it, and I directed him at once to countermand it, 'it being 
in violation of orders previously received from General Lee, and at 
the moirient reiterated through Captain Lathrobe, of Brigadier 
General Jones' staff, just from General Lee, to the effect that I should 
not make any attack* on the enemy in my front unless absolutely cer- 
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tain of success, except in co-operation with the movements cf the 
Commander-in-Chief. I was . the more ' anxious to have this order 
^countermanded, as, if frfo is attack were unsuccessful, it might lead to an 
anvance of the enemy, to the seizure of Garnett's farm, the turning 
of the- left of our line3, and the fall «of Richmond. Brigadier Gene- 
ral Jones sent the countermanding order by Captain Ford, of hi3 staff, 
and soon after he left, Lieutenant Colonel Lee reported to me that our 
men had already attacked and carried the enemy's rjfl^-pits at Gould- 
ing's. I immediately sent a message to that effect to General Lee, 
stating that the works were carried by our troops, whohad been ordered 
by Brigadier General Toombs to attack, and at the same time directed 
Captain Di.ckinson, my assistant adjutant general, to go to the spot 
and to ascertain further the state of' the ease.- 

ProceediBg»in the direction of Goulding's myself, I* met Captain 
'Dickinson returning, who informed me that when he had arrived near 
Mr. Jarne^ Garnett's house, he met Colonel Anderson, who. was joist 
withdrawing his troops, who informed him that the .attack had been 
made by Qrder- of Brigadier General Toombs without* the authority 
from myself or Brigadier (general Jones, and that it was unsuccessful. 
This information I also communicated to General Lee, by whom I was 
ordered to obtained a report on the isubject, from Brigadier General 
♦Toombs, and to forwards to the Secretary of War. 

Events followed # so ra'^idly on each other that I. had not time to ob- 
tafn this report ? and when the operations of the week- were ended^ I 
took no further steps, as I knew that both .Brigadier Generals Jones 
and Toombs would make their written repqrts on the subject. I beg 
leave now to refer to that portion of their reports, in -further expla- 
nation of the circumstances of this affaii. . . , » 

From the time at which the enemy withdrew his forces to this side 
of th-e Chickahominy and destroyed'the bridges, to the moment of his 
evacuation, that is, from Friday* night until Sunday morning, I con- 
sidered the situation of our army. as extrerjaely critical and perilous* 
The larger portion of it was on the opposite side of the Chickahominy, 
the bridges had been all destfoyed, but one was rebuilt, \he New 
Bridge, which was commanded fully by the enemy's guns from Gould- 
ing's,'and there were but twenty-five thousand men" between his army 
of one hundred, thousand and Richmond. 

I received repealed instructions during Saturday night, from G?ne-. 
ral Lee's headquarters, enjoining upon my command the utmost vigi- 
lance, directing the men to sleep on their ar,ms, and to bo prepared 
for whatever might occur.. These orders were promptly communicated 
by me to* the different commanders of my forces, arid were also trans- 
mitted to General Huger, on. my right. .* I passed the night without 
sleep, and in the superintendence of their execution. 

Ha(J McClellan massed his whole force in column, and advanced it 
against any point of our, line of battle, as was done at Austerlitz, un- 
der similar circumstances, by the greatest captain 'of any age, though 
the head of bis column would have .suffered greatly, its momentum 
would have ensured him success, and. the occupation of our works 
about Richmond, and consequently the city rc'ght bt^e loen his 
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reward. His failure to do so,, is the best evidence that oar wise com- 
mander fully understood. th$ character of his opponent. Our relief 
was therefore great, w;hen intelligence reached us, almost simultane- 
ously from Colonel. Chilton and oneof my staff,' that tho^enemy, whose 
presence had been ascertained ablate as three and a half o'clock, A. 
M., had evacuated his works and was retreating. Colonel Chilton, 
who rode into my camp on Sunday morning, hurried me off to see 
General Lee, on the Nine-mile road, and I gave, while riding with 
him, the necessary orders to*put in motion my whole command, which 
extended over a distance of some miles, directing Brigadier General 
Griffith's brigade, wh\ch was nearest to the road, .to advance at once 
from the centre, and ordering Brigadier General Jones' division, in 
advancing, to incline towards Fair Oak Station, "as I had been in- 
formed that Major General Jackson had crossed, or .was crossing the 
Grapevine bridge, and would operate down the Chickahominy. Hay- 
ing* overtaken General Lee, we rode together down the Nine-mile 
road, and the General informed me of the plans which he had adopted 
for the pursuit of the enemy. They were as follows : Major General 
Longstreet's division .was to have crossed the New Bridge, and to 
take post on our extreme right, so as to intercept the enemy in 
his attempt to reach James river. Major General Huger's- division 
to march do>yn the Williamsburg road, on m^ right flank, and Major' 
General Jackson's division, ^which, he stated, had crossed, or was 
crossing the Grapevine bridge, over the Chickahominy river, was *to 
operate down th"at river, on, its right bank,. whilst ray own command 
would press him vigorously in front. ^ On our arrival at .Fair Oak 
Station, we found the enemy's lines in that vicinity-, which had been 
evacuated, in possession of a* part of brigadier General Kershaw's 
brigade, the remainder of my command being then on the march. 
Here, General tee, having repeated his instructions, left the ground, 
I directed Major General McLaws.to consolidate Kershaw's brigade, 
and place it on the right pi the railroad, and, as the other brigade of 
General McLaws .did not arrive for §pme time, I ordered two regi- 
ments 6f an advanced brigade, (Grimith's) of my o^n division, to 
take post in reserve, also on the right of the railroad, so as to support 
Kershaw's brigade, leaving the Williamsburg road still further on our 
rig^jf, unoccupied, and open for Iluger.' I then formed the other two 
regiments of Griffith's brigade on the left of General .Kershaw's/ their 
right resting on the railroad. Brigadier General Cobb's, which 
inarched in the rear of General Griffith's, was, as soon as it arrived, 
formed on the .left .of these two regiments, two ff his 'own being kept 
in reserve. I then dispatched a staff officer to ascertain the position 
of General Jones' division, which had crossed the swamp at Gould- 
ing's house, and directed it to be formed on the left of General Cobb, 
with the proper interval, Whilst these dispositions were being made, 
I ordered skirmishers to be thrown out in front of General Kershaw's 
brigade and my own division to find the enemy, and ascertain his po- 
sition. The enemy having thrown up a heavy obstruction across the 
railroad' track, I caused men to be detailed for the purpose of remov- 
ing n for the passage down the road of a heavy rifled gun, mounted 
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on a railway carriage, an I protected by an inclined plane of iron.* 1 
also dispatclje 1 a staff officer towa'tds -Grapevine Bridge, sonie*threo 
miles off^ to ascertain the position of Major General Jackson's troops, 
which, I had supposed, from the statements ab%ve given, had already 
crossed. These orders given and dispositions made, I received infor- 
mation from Brigadier General Jones that the enemy was in force in 
his front and fortified. This, it was reported to me, was derived fa-om 
a prisoner, who had been just captured, and the presence of the en- 
emy in front *was verified by the skirmishers of General Jones being 
engaged with those of the enemy. I received, about the. same time, a 
communication from. General MeLaws, stating that the enemy was in 
front of General Kershaw's brigade, and in works»well manned. De- 
siring to ascertain the extent of his front, I directed Brigadier Gen- 
erarCobb to detail a trusty officer, and some of his best .skirmishers, 
to feel the enemy, if to be found in front of my division, and to re^ 
port the result. In the meantime, Major Bryan, the staff officer, who 
had been sent to Major General Jackson, returned with his engineer, 
Lieutenant Boswell, who reported that Major General Jackson wa3 
compelled to rebuild the bridge, which would be completed in about 
two hours — Maj. Bryan reporting thatMaj. Gen. Jackson had cross m! 
but a small portion of his infantry- — not more than three companies — 
over the broken bridge. About the sam§ time I received a message 
from Major General Huger, stating that a large portion of his com- 
mand had been s?nt elsewhere, "but that with two brigades be wonhl 
soon march down on the Williamsburg road. Having passed up the 
rich country near the railroad, on our retreat from the neighborhood 
of Isevf Kent Court- House, I knew tnat there was' a road leading from 
Grapevine fprd, where the enemy had afterwards constructed th<j 
bridge', to the railroad bridge near Savage's Station, passing to the 
right and rear of the enemy, now in our front, arid that when Major 
General Jackson advanced he would probably move on that road. I 
determined, therefore, *to a\vait that advance, and to request Major * 
General Huger, when he came up, to move down the Williamsburg 
ro ui, and, enveloping both flanks of the enemy and attacking him in 
front, at the same time I hoped to capture his rear guard, which I 
ascertained from prisoners and from the reconnoitering parties in 
front, to be at least a division. The enemy having ascertained the 
general disposition of our troops, opened a brisk artillery fire on the 
railroad and our centre, unfortunately mortally wounding the gal- 
lant General Griffith, commander of the third Mississippi brigade, 
who was borne from-the field, and died the next morning. The ene- 
my's fire- was responded to with effect by the railroad ^battery, as well 
as by Carlton's battery, which that practiced artillerist, Lieutenant 
Colonel Stephen D. Lee, had placed in advance, in a commanding 
position in front of our centre. The .enemy was now reported ad-- 
yancing, and this report being confirmed after a reconnoissancc by 
Lieutenant Colonel Lee, I galloped to the right of the line to see 
General Huger, who had arrived with two brigades, and to give him 
such information, as would enable him to dispose his troops in the 
best manner for the protection of our right flank. Having accom- 



plished this, I returned to the left, and threw forward the left wing of 
General Griffith's brigade, and the whole of General Cobb's, in order 
to occupy a more commanding position, and a wood^ which sldrted a 
field, across which the enemy would have to march. x This had no 
sooner been done than I received information from Major General 
linger that his two brigades would be withdrawn, as I under- 
stood, for other service, and subsequently* a note reached me from 
General Jones, [See paper No. 1,] stating that Major General Jack- 
son regretted that he could not co-operate with him^as he had been 
ordered to other important duty. Thus the forces, which General Lee 
had left to operate against the enemy, being reduced from some 
thirty-five or forty thousand, to some thirteen thousand men, I was 
compelled to abandon the plan t>f capturing any large portion of the 
enemy's forces, and directed that Semmes' brigade (McLaw's division) 
should be placed on the Williamsburg road and Cobb's on the left of 
the railroad, in line with Kershaw's, Jones' division being on the ex- 
treme left, and Barksdale's brigade inardhing in reserve behind the 
centre. I ordered the whole to move to the front, and e*ach com- 
xii ander to attack the enemy in whatever force or works he might be 
found. This was executed promptly and in beautiful order, though 
the ground was difficult and the wood dense. * Kershaw's brigade soon 
became engaged with tbe energy, who took refuge in the works on 
the Williamsburg road, from which he was driven in gallant style by 
the infantry advance, and by the excellent af tillery practice. of Kem-. 
per*s battery. Retreating from work to work, pursued by our line, 
which swept through his camps, with little interruption, the enemy 
was at last driven as far as Savage's Station, where a strong line of 
battle was formed, rfcady to receive us. He also occupied the wood 
in front of the station. Here Kershaw's brigade engaged him frankly 
and furiously, and was gallantly supported by Kemper's battery and 
Semmes' brigade on his right. Taking my position on the 
railroad bridge, wj^ich- commanded a good view of the fight -and 
of the enemy's line, of battle, I directed the railroad battery t com- 
manded most efficiently by Lieutenant Barry, to advance to the front 
so as to clear in some degree, the deep cut over which the bridge 
was thrown, and to open his fire upon the enemy's masses "below, 
which was done with terrible effect. The enemy soon brought the 
fire of his artillery and infantry to bear upon the railroad battery 
and bridge, whilst he advanced a heavy line of infantry to support 
the troops already engaged, to capture our artillery and turn our 
right flank. General McLaws finding himself pressed, sent for rein- 
forcements. I despatched at once two regiments of 'Griffith's (now 
Barksdale's) brigade, the seventeenth regiment, Colonel Holder, and 
the twenty-first regiment, Colonel Humphries. Thesenvere gallantly 
led into action — Major Brent, of my staff, bearing the order. Soon, 
by their steadiness and excellence of fire, as attested by the number 
of dead found in their front the next morning, they checked the 
enemy, who were repulsed oy the whole line on the right with great 
daughter. The enemy having sent still additional troops to sustain 
the fight, I directed Colonel Barksdale to move to the'support of our 
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right with his remaining force. They were placed in reserve under 
cover of a wood, where a few men were wounded from the long range 
muskets of the enemy. ^Tight coming on, their services were not 
required.* The battle on 'the right raged with great fury for about 
two hours, and darkness put an end to the conflict, our men sleeping* 
on their ^trms, and in the advanced positions whioh they had .won. 

The troops on the left of .the road were not engaged, with the ex- 
ception of two pieces of artillery attached to General Jones' division, 
which did good servrc^ disorganizing the enemy's line, and causing 
his, troops to change, position. When the enemy attempted to turn 
our rigfct flank, I. desired to move a portion of General Jones' cojn- 
mand to the right, to operate on the Williamsburg road, but the posi- 
tion of his troops could not' be "ascertained until it was too late to do 
so. In the meantime*, desiring to have troops in hand," ready to 
reinforce, still further, General McJLaws, I left my position for a few 
moments to confer With General Cobb, on the left, from whose com- 
mand I detached a regiment, and halted it near the railroad bridge. 
Whilst with General Cobb, an aid-de-cam^, of General^ Lee, Major 
Taylor, came up and informed me that General Jackson had orders to 
co-operate with me, and that there was some mistake' about Jhe orders 
directing him elsewhere. He desired to see General Jackson, but not 
knowing the way to Gapevine bridge, Rev. L. W. Alle.n, one of my 
staff, who knew the counry thoroughly, volunteered to deliver -any, 
message he might send. This was done, and General Jackson ar- 
rived in person at half-past three o'clock, on Monday morning, to 
which hour I had been kept up.by thg duties of the night. He in- 
formed me that his troops would be up, probably, by daylight. I 
then slept an hour — the first in forty-eight. Previous to the arrival 
of General Jackson, I considered the sitiiatifti as by no means satis- 
factory. N;ot having heard from Mr. Allen during the night, I was 
uncertain whether General Jackson had obeyed his orders to go else- 
where or not, and. I was' satisfied that there was at least a corps cFarmee 
in our front^as was proved next mornihg, by our having taken pris- 
oners from three divisions. The proportion* of the enemy's force to 
our own was probably^ two or three to one.' I therefore asked for 
reinforcements, in case General Jackson di.d not join me. 

Early in. the morning, on Monday, a small party" of Texans, of 
Hood's brigade, ascertained that the enomyhad evacuated their posi-* 
tion on the night before. • Several hundred prisoners; twenty-five 
hundred sick and wouncfed in the hospitals, a large amount of stores, 
and a considerable number of wounded on the field, fell into our 
hands. Here*, also, some of our own prisoners were retaken, among 
whom was the gallant Col. Lamar, of Anderson's brigade, captured by \ 
the enemy in the battle of Goulding's Farm. I sent the prisoners to 
Richmond, in charge of Captain, G. P. Turner, of the Marine Cv/rps, 
and placed Major Wray, of my staff, who had been of great service to 
ine during the action, in charge ofnhe enemy's, wounde J, the hospital 
and public property. .Our loss was some four hundred, killed and 
wounded, whilst I' estimate that of the enemy to .be not less than 
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three .thousand, killed and wouncted — General Sernraes reporting not 
less than four hundred d?ad in front of his hjigade alone.' 

In this engagement, which was very obstinate and well contested, 
that brillinnt and gallant soldier, General Kershaw, atid his bravo 
South Cardlinians, were particularly distinguished, and were Fup~ 
ported in the most' gallant manner by botfy General Semme* and his 
Drigade, and by Colonel Barksdale and the two regiments.of Mississip- 
pians who Vcre in the action. Captain Kemper w r as intrepid and 
ekilhil in the management of his guns ; and tlH conduct of his officers 
and men is deserving of the highest commendation. The dauntless 
and dashing manner in which Captain Jnge, of Colonel 'Barksdale's* 
staff, discharged his duties, under a fire of great severity, won my 
admiration. 

My thanks are due to Major Bryan, Major Brent, Captain G. D. 
Monson, and Lieutenant Phillips, of my staff, for the meritorious and 
• distinguished manner in which they performed their duties during that 
day. Lieutenants Eustis and Allston, my aids-de-camp, discharged 
their varied duties with j^al and gallantry. Major Bloomfield, my 
•chief quartermaster, having been sent from the field by General Lee, 
to Richmond, on important business, returned in time to render me 
good service. I was also greatly indebted to Mr. J. Randolph Bryan, 
volunteer aid; for devoted and gallant services on this, as on many 
previous occasions. 

Next morning (Monday) early, I received orders from General Leo 
in person, to proceed wiih my command to the Darbytpwn road, and 
a, guide was furnished me .by him, to conduct me thither. I promptly 
tput my column in moti-on, and'marched some twelve miles to Timber- 
•lake's store, on the Dar^town road, where I arrived about two o'clock, 
P. M. The™ I received a note from General Lee's headquarters.* in- 
forming me that he, with General Longstreet, was at the intersection 
•of the New Market, Charles City and Quaker roads, and enquired how 
far I had progressed en r,oute .to that p.oint. [See paper filed no. 2.] 
Soon after, I received a communication, also from General Lee, through 
Major Bloomfield, directing me to halt and rest my men, but to po 
ready to move at any time. 

In obedience, to this order, my command remained at thiat place, un- 
til about half past four o'clock, P. M., when I received an order from 
General Longstreet to go tvith my command to the aid of General 
Holmes, on the New Market' road. The owr\^r of the farm at $ew 
Market, who was present at Timberlake's store, made an offer, which 
was accepted, to point out a short route to New Market, not practica- 
ble for artillery. The troops were instantly put in motion — the artil- 
lery, escortediy Semmes' brigade, proceeded by $ie Darby town road, 
the infantry by the shorter one, to New Market. After the column 
had marched, I received another OTder from General Longstreet, 
directing me, to send the infantry^y the shortest route, and to depend 
upon him for artillery. [See paper marked No. 3.] This plan having 
'been already substantially adopted, was adhered to. Soon after, a 
■courier informed«me that Colonel Chilton wished to see me in front, on 
the Darbytown road, and that he was sent to conduct me to him. I 
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immediately galloped with him, and found Colonel Chilton near the 
intersection of the Darbytotfn and^-Long Bridge rofcs. He asked me 
where my command was, and after informing him what disposition 
had been made of my command, by order of General Longstreet, he 
said he would show me where my right would be placed in support of 
General Holmes"; and, conducting me through the woods to what is 
known as the River road, he pointed out the intersection * of the road 
along which wo came, with the .River road, as the •point"' at which my 
right was to rest, and instructed me, to form my command there, and 
to march it diagonally through the woods, and I would thus find the 
position in which I would support General Holmes. 

Having previously sent a staff officer to •bring up General Semmes' 
brigade, which had been escorting the artillery, and sending another 
of the staff to New Market to hasten the troops-, I left another staff 
officer to designate the point indicated by Colonel Chilton, and galloped, 
myself, to the iront, on the. River road, in the hope of finding General 

Holmes. ':'•-* '" 1 

After going about a mile, without being able to see riim, and it be- 
ing near sunset, I. directed another of my staff to find him, and inform 
him that I was moving up to his support on his left. I returnel, 
myself, to the position of General Semmes, to which |Tiad ordered my 
eornm^^d, at New .Market, to proceed rapidly.. I * ordered General 
Semmes to move forward through the woods, in Obedience to Colonel 
Chilton's 'directions. He replied, that it was impossible to do so, 
owing to* the density of the woods, and the approaching darkness, 
without disorganizing his command. I informed him it was Colonel 
Chilton's order, and he -attempted to execute it. I tnen gill.oped 
towards New Market, with the view of hurrying forward the remainder 
of my command, when I received an order from General £ong3treet 
to bring one-half of it to the position occupied by him, and very soon 
after another ouder from Colonel Chilton to* proceed with the whole of 
it to General Longstreet. This order was received at the intersection 
of the Darbytqwn and Long Bridge roads. I instantly despatched 
staff officers to bring up my command, directing General McLaws' 
dm son, which had be^en engaged the day before, and was extremely, 
fatigued, to form the rear. I remained at the spot until the head of 
my advancing columns reached it, when, having ordered them for tfard 
on the Long Bridge road, I proceeded rapidly to the front, and re- 
ported myself to Generals Lee and Longstreet. General Lee directed: 
me, as soon as my troops came up, to relieve those. of General Long- 
street,' on his 'late bittle-field, -about a mile and a half in front. Pr- 
eceding to tiio battle-field, I directed|(Jiie necessary dispositions of the 
troops to be made., as soon as they should come ; and was occupied on » 
duty until fliree o'clock, A. M., on Tuesday morning. 'Having slept 
about*an hour, I* proceeded,* before sunrise, to our front* whir e I 
learned that the enemy, who had been felt, according to General Lee/s 
instructions, during the night, were still in position. Making the 
necessary dispositions as rapidly as possible, which could not be 
properly done in the darkness of 'die preceding nigl^b,;I advanced' a 
line of battle, capturing some prisoners and a hospital of wtunded 
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men. I found that the troops in -front were f only a small rear guard, 
a portion of who* made their escape. My skirmishers*soon came in 
contact with those of General JackBon, but, fortunately, recognizing 
each other, a collision was avoided. Being anxious to^pursuo these 
slight successes by pressing on* the 'retiring enemy, I desired, after 
the junction with General* Jackson's forces, to continue my direct 
movement to the front, and volunteered, with my command, to lead 
in the pursuit of the enemy. General Jackson replied tint his troops 
were fresher than mine ; and General Lee then directed me to pro* 
ceed by the Quaker road, and to form on the right of Jackson. . Hav- 
ing been' provided with three guides, soldiers born in the immediate 
neighborhood, who knew, thoroughly all the roads, I put my troops in 
motion, right in front, to march on the*£!uaker road, which was 
nearly parallel to that on which Jackson marched, with a view of 
forming a line of battle to the left, and thus occupying that road, and 
resting my left on Jackson's right. General Longstreet having 
expressed some doubt as to-the roach in question being the Quaker 
road, I examined the guides separately, and was satisfied that they 
were right. I informed him that if he would give me an order to 
move by any other road I would obey it with pleasure. This he de- 
clined to do. ^therefore marched as originally ordered, about a mile 
and a half on this road. General Longstreet, who had now o#rtaken 
me, expressed again his convictions that this could not be* the Quaker 
road, and desired that I should return to another road, parallel to 
this, but nearer to Jackson's right. An order to the same effect 
having been, communicated by a staff officer of General Lee, about 
•this time, I marched in* the new direction. • It turned out, however, 
that the road to and along which I had been marching, following the 
guides was, and is, the Quaker road — the only one universally known 
as such by the people in {hat country. [See the affidavits of the three 
guides and Mr. Binford, marked No„ 4, &c.J General Lee then 
directed me to place my troops on the right of* Huger, who, in the 
meantime, had formed on the right of Jackson. This I did as far as 
the ground would permit, placing my three divisions eh echelon to the 
right and rear. 1 had scarcely made these arrangements, when I 
received an order from G.eneral Longstreet to support General Arm- 
istead on his right. Barksdal'e's brigade heing already to his right 
and rear, I ordered Cobb's to his immediate support, preceded by the 
sixteenth Georgia regiment, armed with Enfield rifles, which he placed 
still further to his right flank, as skirmishers, to protect it, whilst 
the infantry of Cobb's legion was posted to protect the arjfllery. * The 
enemy had for some time pre'tjjifcus opened a heavy cannonade .on the 
position occupied by my troops, from the effects of which a caisson 
exploded, and we were in danger of losing our men. * . . 

Having proceeded to the front, in advance of Cobb's brigade, I re- 
connoitered the enemy's position, in company with Lieutenant Phil- 
lips and Colonel Edmunds, sent by General Armistead.. From two 
points in the open, field -the enemy could be well seen. I found a 
part of Gene r ad Armistead's brigade lying in order of battle, under 
the bfow of a hill, covered by wood, through which a road passed, 
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parallel to tile edge ot the field occupied by the enemy. The wood 
through which my troops had to pass to reach "this ro*ad, was very 
dense, and the ground very difficult. * I immediately Selected this 
road as the best position to form t/oops, -designed to operate against 
the enemy, whilst the hill acd wood in front afforded' a strong posi- 
tion for a permanent line of battle. In this reconnoissanoe, I. found 
the enemy to be strongly posted on the crest of a hill commanding an 
undulating field between us, which fell c^F to our right into a plainer 
meadow, a portion of the latter bordering on the Quaker road from 
which I had just returned. The enemy having reached these heights, 
and placed himself in communication with his gunboats on the ritfer, 
I was satisfied from the position of his lines, and from the cheering 
which had taken place when his troops were thus reassembled, that 
the whole army of M'Clellan was in our front. His batteries of ar- 
tillery were numerous, and were collected into (2) two large bodies, 
Strongly supported by infantry, and commanded perfectly the meadow 
on our right, and the field in our front, except the open ravines 
formed by the undulations of tlie ground. Beyond the hill, to tho 
rear of that occupied" by the enemy, since known as "Malvern 'Hill," 
firing had taken place in the morning from a battery posted in that 
direction, which also commanded the meadow, or a considerable pov-» 
tion of it. The field in which the batteries nearest to us were place !, 
is called "Crew's farm," and the best line of approach to these bat- 
teries seemed to be to the right and front*, under the cover of the hills 
formed by the falling off T)f this field into the meadow. General Arra- 
istead having informed me tiiat General Longs'treet would send him 
two batteries, I deemed such an artillery force inadequate, and soon 
after I ordered Lieutenant Colonel S. D. Lee, Chief, of Artillery, to 
bring up from all the batteries, thirty rifle pieces, if possible. With 
these I hoped to shatter the enemy's infantry; but as they did not ar- 
rive, the interval was, perhaps, too brief before* I was ordered to make 
the attack. Returning rapidly to the position occupied h^ the remainder 
of my troops, I gave Brigadier General Jones the necessary orders 
ftfr the advarfce of his division, composed of Anderson's, and Toombs' 
brigades, one of which (Anderson's), had already occupied the posi- 
tion lately held by Cobb Whilst this was being done, a heavy and 
crushing fire was opened from the enemy's guns, Of great raflge and 
metal. About this time, I received an order .from Colonsf Chilton,- 
stating that an order- had been given to Gencrfil Armi-stead, when his 
artillery fire had broken the enemy's lines, as it probably "would do, 
to "charge with a yell," and directing me to do the same?. [See pa- 
per" filed, ^marked No. 5.] I agiin* gave orders to hasten the 
movements of the troops, and superintended them in person, as far as 
it was possible. The enemy's fire by this time became intense. 
I then received an order f$om General Lee, through Captain Dickin- 
son, Assistant Adjutant General, "fo advance rapidly, press forward 
ihy whole line, and follow Armistead's successes, as the enemy were 
reported to be getting off." (General Armistead had. repulsed, 
driven back and followed up a heavy body of the enemy's skirmish- 
ers.) [See paper marked No. 6.] Captain Dickinson informed me 
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hy note, at the same time, that Mahone's and Ransom's brigades of 
Huger's "division; would be ordered up immediately. Having com- 
pleted the necessary arrangements for my three divisions, and- not 
feeling myself at liberty to hesitate, under the stringency of my in- 
structions, I galloped to the front, and, at the request of. General 
Wright, again reconnoitered the enemy, in company with himself and 
General *Armi«tead, from the meadow o.n the right and the hill in 
front, and arranged with them a simultaneous attack, from that porr 
tion of the line under my comrriand. "Soon after, Mahone's brigade 
having arrived, and the hour growing late, I gave the order that * 
Wright's brigade, supported by Mahone's should advance and attack 
the enemy's batteries ou the right. That Jones' division, expected 
momentarily, should advance on the front, and Ransom's brigade 
should attack on the left. My plan being to hurl about fifteen thou- 
sand men against the enemy's batteries and supporting infantry, to 
follow up ajiy successes they might obtain, and if unable to drive 
the enem^*from his strong position, to continue the fight in front, by 
pouring in fresh troops, and in case they were repulsed, to hold 
strongly the line of battle where I stood, to prevent* serious disaster 
to our own arms. f # 

This plan was substantially carried out, producing the favorablo 
results which followed. ' Proceeding tt> execute it, I sent my principal 
adjutant general, Major Henry Bryan, ta P^t in motion the brigade 
of General Wright. This jjas abou£ half past five o'clock, P. M. 
Having given Major Bryan ample time to- execute this order, and 
finding Jones' division not yet up, owing to the extreme difficulty of 
the ground over whicb/he had to pass, and having sent off all my 
staff officers on urgent err?nds,T proceeded To address a few words 
to Mahone's brigade and ordered it forward! Returning rapidlv to 
the centre,^ directed General Armistead to advance with the remain- 
der of his brigade. Being informed by him that his best troops w r ere 
already in frost, these in hand being raw 7 , I directed the three regi- 
ments of Cobb's brigade, then on the spot, instead of Armistead'a 
force, to advance in line and attack* the enemy in front, and \h.&y 
moved forward accordingly, without delay. At this moment, I sent 
fen ordef^ to General Ransom, on my left, to advance ; and I pro- 
ceeded in person to Colonel Baiksdale's brigade, of my own division,' 
superintended its formation, and directed him to advance to the sup- 
port of thq troops who had blre^dy preceded him on the right. Here 
the fire of. the enemy's grape, shrapnell and round shot was terrific, 
stripping the ftmfo* from the'trees, and ploughing up the ground 
under our feet: This gallant brigade, not quailing for a.n instant, 
•advanced steadily into the fight. On my return to the position I had 
selected, and to which I directed my staff officers to report, I learned 
by note from General Ransom, that neither he nor General Huger 
knew where the battery was, and -that all orders coming to him must 
come through General Huger. [See paper filed. No. ?.]* I sent sev- 
eral staff officers successively, urging him to advance to the fvont 
find attaek on the left, and m support of those who, by this time; 
were hotly engaged, but this .gallant officer felt himself constrained 
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to obey his instructions, and withheld the jjesired support.- He never- 
theless, afterwards sent me one regiment, which was ordered into 
action on the left of those already engaged. The fire of musketry 
and artillery now raged with terrific fury. The battle-field '''was en- 
veloped , in smoke, relieved only by flashes from the* lines of tho 
contending troops. Round shot and grape crashed through true 
woods; and shells of enormous size, which reached far beyond the 
headquarters of our gallant Commander-in-Chief, burst amidst the 
artillery parked in the rear. Belgian missiles and* minnie balls lent 
their aid to this seene of surpassing grandeur and sublimity. Amidst 
all, our gallant troops in front pressed on to victory, now cheered by 
the rapid fire of friends on their left, as they had been encouraged in 
$eir advance by the gallant brigades on the right, commanded by 
Generals Wright and Mahone? Nevertheless", the enemy, from his 
strong •position and great- numbers, resisted stoutly tho»onset of our 
heroic bands, and, bringing into action his heavy reserves, some of 
our men were compelled to fall back. They wero easily rallied, how- 
drer, and led a^ain, with fury, to the attack The noble, accomplished 
and gallant Harrison, commander of the " Charley City Troop," 
unitingthis exertions with ray own, rallied regiment after regiment, 
and leading one of them to the front, fell,, pierced with seven wounds', 
near the enemy's batteries. Holding the strong position. of the wopd 
and ravine with one regiment of Armistead's brigade, I ordered the 
remainder of his brigade to the support of those- in front; and about 
this time that skillful, and devoted officer, General Ransom, led his 
brigade forward, having obtained the requisite authority, and gave 
further support to the left of our line, whilst General Jones, having 
overcome the great difficulties of the ground over which he had to 
pass, gallantly supported the troops on our right with* Colonel An- 
derson's brigade of his division ; the other, General Toombs' brigade, 
having obliqued to the left, where it was formed in the road, and lejit 
its support to -some of the reserve, troops which were brought into 
action-. Towards the close of tho action, I received another order 
from Colonel Chilton "to press the enemy on my right," stating that 
General McLaws' division "had gone in fresh." [See copy -filed, No. 
8.] That division not having reached the wood bordering on the 
open field in advance, I despatched 'Major Ih llested, of the Zouave 
battalion, acting temporarily, on ray staff,, to hasten it forward, -and 
bring up two batteries of artillery, which I desired to have in hand 
for anything that might occur. Not being able to find the. commander 
# of the division, General McLaws, and it being near dusk, Major Hyl- 
lested gave the orders directly .to the commanders of»brigades. These 
brigades were in line of battle at Mrs. Carter's house, with an inter- 
val of abput one hundred yards between tl^ra 'for the passage of 
artillery. These commanders, Kershaw and JSemmes, with the' gal- 
lantry and promptness which have characterized them on every 
occasion, advanced with their brigades at once ; General Semmes to 
the right, and General Kershaw to the left, increasing their interval 
as. they passed through the dense.. wood, which intervened between 
them and the enemy's position, and going into action on the right 
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and left of the position occupied by myself. Their engagement with 
the enemy was not known to me until Jialf-past eight o'clock', at 
which time Major Hyllested, who had gone stilj further to the rear 
for the artillery, reported to me. their advance to the frXmt. These 
gallant leaders engaged the enemy with vigor and devotion, and, 
though the batteries were not carried, contributed n:uch to the rout, 
panic and demoralization which marked the enemy's escape from the 
•battle-field at an early hour of the night. 

Previous to the- arrival of General McLaws' division, I had sent 
for reinforcements, having determined to retain the ground we had 
gained in front, if possible, and to hold the strong position of the wood 
and ravine 'at all hazards, to guard against any reverse. Troops were 
sent me from General A. P. Hill's command, and two brigades kep£ 
at hand, to be used in case of necessity. I regret that I have. been 
unable as yet to procure the reports of their commanders. -Darkness 
had now set in, and I thought of withdrawing the troops, but as we 
had gained many advantages-, I concluded to-let the battle subside, 
and to occupy the field, which was done to w r ithin one hundred 'yardfc 
of the enemy's guns. Pickets were accordingly established by Brig- 
adier. Generals Mahone and Wright, whose brigades slept on the bat- 
tle-field in the advanced positions they had won. Armistead's brigade 
and a portion of Ransom's also occupied the battle-field. The enemy 
retreated precipitately during the night from this' strong place which 
he intended to occupy, arid which . he had commenced to fortify, 
having reached his gunboats, the latter taking part in' the battle.. He 
left on the battlefield his dead and wounded,' spiked and abandoned 
two piec-es of artillery, leaving caissons, ambulances, wagons, and 
large quantities of medical, commissary, and ordnance stores^n our 
hands. He threw* in-to the ravines a largo amount of ammunition, 
and strewed* .the roads with* thousands of muskets, cartridge boxes, 
&c, in his flight down the river. [See paper No 9, Colonel Cobb's 
lefter.] He was^forced to retire a greater distance from Richrrfond, 
and to relinquish a healthy and commanding position, which he ha3 
since attempted in'vain to retajce. Notwithstanding the strength of 
the enemy's position, his great numerical superiority and the difficul- 
ties of reaching him, our loss in killed and wbunded will compare 
favorably in proportion to the' number engaged, with that sustained 
in most of the previous engagements near Richmond. It will not ex- 
ceed, I think, twenty-nine .hundred (2,900) killed and wounded,- out 
of a force of twenty-six or twenty-eight thousand under ray 
orders, engaged and under fire, whilst, the loss of the enemy I esti- , 
mate at between six and seven thousand from the fire of my troops 
alone. •* 

There was no in'fas^ry attack by General Holmes, on my right, 
as far as I can- learn. The reports of the. officers commanding 
on my left will doubtless make known, their operations. The officers 
and men under my command fought generally with the greatest hero- 
ism and devotion, and though aome concision arose, from the great . 
distance which had to be traversed,- the nariowness of the field, and 
extreme severity of the enemy's fire, there were no evidences of panic, 
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and the men were easily rallied and led tp the field. My command, 
of three divisions, being separated from the wagons, had been almost 
constantly marching from Sunday morning until Tuesday evening, 
with' little sleep and without food, ^t being deemed by me imprudent 
to block up a narrow road with a wagon train. They were or- 
dered, after the battle wa3 over, by their respective commanders, to 
the positions, from, which they went into action, to obtain supplies of 
food and water. The officers and men composing Jones' division de- 
serve special commendation for the faithful and fearless manner in 
which they performed their perilous 'duties at the stations known^as 
Garnett's and Price's farms, and for their impetuous gallantry as dis- 
played in the actions of .the 27th and 23th of June opposite Gould,- 
ing's farm. . ■ 

In the brigade, commanded by the gallant General Semm^s,- Colo- 
nels August and Gumming, fifteenth Virginia and tenth Georgia regi- 
ments, and. Lieutenant Colonel Waggaman, of the -tenth Louisiana, 
were particularly distinguished, the two former being wounded and 
the \&s\ taken.prisoner. In reference to other highly meritorious offi- 
cers of -the line, I beg leave to refer to the enclosed paper, marked 
?tfo. 12, containing the names of those who are specially noticed in 
the reports of the division, brigade and regimental commanders. I 
cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the officers and men of the 
brigades attacking in front — Brigadier General .Mahone, command- 
ing the second brigade Virginia volunteer's, and General Wright, 
third brigade, both of Huger's division; Colonel. Barksdale, com- 
manding third Mississippi brigade of Magruder's division; Colonel 
Norwood, second Louisiana regiment, mortally wounded, commanding 
three regiments/ Cobb's brigade, t Magruder's division; Major Ashtcn, 
of the same regiment, who fell heroically, bearing the colors of his 
regiment to the front; Colonel Dowd v fifteenth North Carolina; Col- 
onel Goode Bryan, sixteenth Georgia,. Cobb's legion, who . had been 
relieved from picket duty, and led his regiment gaUantly intD the 
thickest of the fight, with the coolness and ability which characterized 
the well-trained soldier ; Colonels Holder and Grfffin, and Lieuten- 
Colonel Brandon, of the third Mississippi brigade, who were all 
severely wounded whilst gallantly leading their regiments into action ; 
also, Lieutenant Colonel Carter, thirteenth Mississippi, who was borne 
from the field funded, and Lieutenant* Colonel Fiser, Lieut.; Col. 
Luse, Major McElroy, and Captain Brooks,, on whom the regimental 
commands devolved, all discharged their duties with signal ability. 
Captain Inge, Assistant Adjutant General of this brigade, distin- 
guished in every path where duty- leads to peril, was most conspicu- 
ous on this field/where ho won for himself the united commendation 
of the: brigade and regimental commanders, to whose testimony" I can 
add my own from personal observation. fJoIonel Ilodgers and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Evans, of the fourteenth Virginia ;. Colonel Edmunds 
and Major Cabell, thirty-eighth Virginia, an/1 Colcnel-Tsmlin, of the, 
thirty-second Virginia, all deserved the commendation of {heir brig- 
ade commanders and my own/ Brigadier fieneral Armiste^d held * 
the line of battle in the wood ^hich r skirted the field, and after bring-. 
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ing on the action in the mast gallant manner, by repulsing an attack 
of a heavy body of the enemy's skirmishers, skilfully lent support to 
the contending troops in front, wh on - it was required. Brigadier 
General Cobb, whose brigade w*3 posted at three different stations, 
occupied a central position- near General Armistead, and rendered 
gallant and useful service, not only by the promptness and skill with 
'which \\e came forward, and placed his.troop3 in front, in support of 
General Armistead, but by the devotion with which he rallied, under 
an extremely heavy fire, bodies Of troops which had suffered severely 
from' the enemy. Brigadier General Jones, with his admirable 
division of gallant Georgians, the brigades commanded by General 
Toombs .and Colonel Anderson, lent efficient support to the troops 
in frent, enabling them to maintain their ground. 

I regret to Jose the services of my gallant and efficient assistant 
adjutant general, Major Henry Bryan, who was twice severely wounded, 
whilst accompanying Cobb's brigade to the attack on the batteries. 

My jthanks are especially duo to my aides-de-camp, Lieutenants 
Allston, Eustis ; Lieutenant Colonel* Qary, inspectorgencral; Major 
Bloomfield, chief quartermaster ; Major Brent, chief of ordnance: 
Major Hyllested, of the Zouave battalion, acting aid-de-c.am^), Cap- 
tain Dickinson, assistant adjutant general; Lieutenant Phillips, of 
the ^Confederate cavalry ; Mr. II. M. Stanard, A. A. D. C, and Mr. 
J. Randolph Bryan, A. A. D. C, for distinguished and-gallant ser- 
vices on the field. My chief commissary, Major A. B". Magruder, 
discharged all his duties to my entire satisfaction. I am also in» 
debted to Captain Coward, of General' Jones' 'staif, for gallant and 
valuable services'.. Captain Morri3, of the signal corps, Mr. D. F. 
Brashear and A. C. Dickinson, carried my orders on the field, and 
rendered good service. The brave and devoted troopers of the Chsrles 
City cavalry were'on this, a? on all other occasions, distinguished for 
the promptness, intrepidity and intelligence, with which they dis- 
charged their important duties. To their chivalric and enterprising 
lieutenant, (Hill garter, Jr.,) I owe a public acknowledgement of the 
great services he has rendered the country on every occasion which 
presented itself within .the last fifteen months.' . I beg leave to bear 
testimony to -the gallantry, skill and ability ojf Lieutenant Colonel 
Stephen D. Lee, my chief of artillery.- 

It is proper to 'add, that though the general order of battle, directing 
the weeks.' operations, required the chief engineer, Major Stevens, to 
assign engineer officers to each division, whoso du,ty it should be " to 
make provision for overcoming all difficulties to # the progress of the 
troops,'' no engineer officer was senjt to me. - Lieutenant Douglass, of 
the engineers, had been attached to my staff, but was relieved from 
that position; and although I had applied for his services'to the 
headquarters of the army,, more than once, I could -not obtain them; 
nor was any other sent in his place. 

A» to the- t'hric when the attack on the, enemy's, batteries in front 
was mad$, Brigadier General Armistead, whose advanced troops led 
in the. attack from the cdntre, states in his report, that,'in the charge, 
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the brigades ot Mahono and Wright came up immediately on his 
right, Cobb's brigade blosely following his advance. 
I have the honor to be, sir, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B AX K HE AD MAGRUDER, 

„ • Major General. 



APPENDIX TO REPORT OF- GENERAL MAGRUDER. . • 

Richmond, September 9, 1862. j 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General :' • 

Sir: 1 have the honor to request that you will .forward, at once, to 
the Secretary o/ War the enclosed paper, marked A, (remarks of 
General Lee on the report of Major General J. B. Ma'gruder of .the 
operation r of his command near Richmond,) and the paper B, (state- 
ment cf General Magruder in explanation of General Lee's remarks 
on General Magruder's report of the operations of his command near 
Richmond,) in order that they giay be submitted to the President 
without delay. 

The papers numbered 1,, 2 and 3, herewith .enclosed, refer to my 
report of operations of ray command near Richmond, with which 
I beg leave to request that you will' have them filed, in order that my 
report may stand complete. They have been previously filed with, 
my report 'of my operations on the Peninsula, to which they do not 
refer. • , 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servrnt, 

. J. Bankheaet Magruder, 
• Major General 



From General Lee to Secretary of War. . . 

Headquarters Department of Northern Virginia, > 

August 14, ) 

Hon. G^ W. Randolph, • 

Secretary yf War, Richmond, Ya.: 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the report of Major General 
Magruder, and the officers of his command, of the operations m the 
late engagements around. Richmond. Af the request of General Ma- 
gruder, I forward the report, without the delay which would necessi- 
rily attend its accompanying my own, which, for the want of the * 
reports oiiOther division commanders, I am unable to submit. I have 
only been able to. give it a cursory examination, and to append such 
remarks as were*sugge$ted in ks perusal. 

General Magruder appears to have greatly exerted # himself to ac- 
complish* the duty devolved on him, and I can bear testimony to the 
uniform alacrity he. displayed in its execution. He had many difficul- 
ties, to contend with, I know. I regretted at the time, and still regret, 
that they could not have been more readily overcome. I feel assured, 
however, that General Magruder intentionally omitted nothing . that ♦ 
he could do to ensure success. ^ 
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant. 

. • R. E. Lee, General. 
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' • .• ■ ' ' .[A, 

Remarks of General Lee on the Reporf of Major General Magruder, of f 
the recent^ operations of his command near Richmond. 

1. General Magruder is under a misapprehension as to the separa- 
tion of the troops operating on the north side of the Chickahoininy, 
from those under himself and General Huger, on the south side. He 
refers to this subject on pages 2, 3, e 4, 5, 6 and 7 of his report, 

The troops on the two sides of the river were only separated until 
we succeeded in occupying the position near whatsis known as New 
Bridge, which occurred before twelve o'clock M., on Friday, June 27, 
and before the attack on the enemy^at Gaines' Mill. 

From the time we reached the position referred to,-I regarded com- 
munication between the two wings of our army as re-established. 

Thebiidge referred to, and another about three-quarters of a mile 
above, were ordered to be repaired* before noon, on {Friday, and the 
New Bridge was sufficiently rebuilt to be-passed by artillery on FrMay ' 
night, and the one above it was used for the passage of wagons, am- 
bulances, and troops early on Saturday .morning. 

Besides this, all other bridges above New Bridge, and all the fords 
above that point were open to us. 

2. Major General Huger's division was ordered to move, ofr Sunday, 
by the Charles City road. It was not intended, or directed to move 
by the Williamsburg road, as General Magruder seems to have under- 
stood me to say, on Sunday, the. 29th June. * (See report, p. 8.) 

3. General M.agruder sent a member of his stalf tome on Sunday, 
when he had reached " Fair Oaks," and requested to b<* reinforced, 
saying that the enemy was in force in his front, and advancing upon 
him. 

I directed two of General Huger's brigades, to be diverted from the 
Charles City road, by which they were then advancing, and moved fo 
the Williamsburg road to support General Magruder. 

Thej^were subsequently ordered to return to their original line of 
march, there being found to be no<need for them on the \Villiamsburg 
road. (See report, p. 11.) 

• 4. The report sent- to General Magruder, by General Jones, that . 
General Jackson*had informed the latter that be could not co-operate 
with him, having been^ordered on other duty, originated in some mis- 
take, and General Magruder was* advised of the error as soon as it 
cam£ to my knowledge.* (See p. 14.) 

5. General Magruder is under a misapprehension as to the with- 
drawal of any part of this force, with' which he was to operate. (See 
p. 14.) The misapprehension arose from a" misunderstanding before * 
referred to, as to the road by which General* Huger was to march on 
Sunday, June 29th, and from the erroneous report with regard to. a 
change in General Jackson's movements just allude'd to. 

6. General Magruder was ordered to relieve the troops under Gen- 
eral Longstreet, Monday night, June 30th, after the latter had been 
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operating all day, had repulsed the enemy and won the position con- 
tended for, . Many prisoners had already ifeen brought- in, among 
them General McCall — and the battle ' was • over. No enemy was 
known to be in .position that night, and our tro*ops • were in undis- 
turbed possession of the battle-field. One of the objects in bringing 
up General Magruder was. to have fresh troop3 to discover the enemy. 
(See p. 25 of report.) P '* - 

7. The note referred to by General Magruder, as received from 
Colonel Chilton, directing him to. press the enemy on his right; . and 
informing him that General McLaws' division had gone in fresh, (see 
p. 39.) was written after General Magruder had sent to me for rein- 
forcements by one of his staff. I was with General McLaws at the. 
time, and, on receiving the application, ordered General McLaws to 
advance with his division.. General Magruder* was directed to press 
the enemy on his right, because I thought he was tending to march 
to the left. 

R. E. Lee, General, 



[B.J 

Statement of General Magruder, in explanation of General 2>e\ remarks 
on Ge;$ral Magrudefs report of his operations about Richmond, in the 
order of those remarks . 

Remark No. 1.— New Bridge was finished on Friday evening, the 
27th, instead cf Saturday, 28th of June. 

I wrote fftm memory in reference to the time of its being finished. 

It was. reported to me that the bridge, three -quarters of a in I.o 
above, was attempted to be^ crossed by troops (1 think It iiftom's brig- 
ade), on Saturday morning, from the south to the north wide, but that, 
finding the bridge, or the approach to it difficult, they came down and 
crossed at New Bridge on the. same morning. 

My statement in Regard to. these bridges was not intended as a crit- 
icism on General Lee's plan, but fo show the position of the troops, 
with a view to the proper understanding of my report, and to prove 
that the enemy might have reasonably entertained a design, after 
concentrating his troops, to march on Richmond., 

llemmk No. 2.— I learn, since making my report, from Major Gen- 
eral Linger, that he was ordered to move on Sunday, by. the Charles 
City road, and not by the •Williamsbu'rgtroad, as [ then understood. 

lie informed me also, however, that the brigades sent at my request 
down the Williamsburg road, did not delay his operations against the. 
enemy. T\\e same statement applies to reinaik No. 3. 

Rrmcrk No. 4. — The mistake alluded to by General Lee in this re- 
mark, originated fyom an order from the latter to General Jackson. 

I was not.adviSed of the error in this case until about dark on the- 
li'tne day, near the close of the action at Savage Station. I had 



209 



xiothing to do with- the mistake, or error, however, as I gave no order 
to General Jackson, who ranked me. • 

Remark No. 6. — I made no claim in my report to any participation 
in General Longstreet's fight on Monday evening, but merely obeyed 
orders in relieving General Lonstreet's troops on his battle-field. 

Colonel Goode Bryan, sixteenth Georgia regiment, reported to me, 
however, that the enemy was just in front of that position at 
half-past three, on Tuesday morning. 

Remark No. 7. — This seems to require no explanation. I reported 
the order from Colonel Chilton, as one of the series directing the at- 
tack. 

This order was obeyed, as were all the others. The above is re- 
spectfully submitted as a part of my report. 

J. Bankhead Magruder, 
a . * Major General. 



■ ' [No. I;] j 
General Magruder to Adjutant General Cooper. 

Fairfield Race-Course, August 14, 1862, 

To General S. Cooper, * 
Adjutant General, Richmond, Ya. : 

Sir: The clerk, in copying from the mfnutes of my report of the 
operations, omitted the name of my able and gallant ordnance officer, 
Major J. L. Brent. I beg that the bearer, Captain bickinson, As- 
sistan£ Adjutant General, may be permitted to insert his name next 
above tha^of Lieutenant Colonel Carey. 

I am,, sir, very respectfu>ly yours, 

J. Bankhead Magruder, 

Major- General commanding. 



[No. 2.] 

General Magruder to the Secretary pf War. 

Fairfield Race-Course, near Richmond,) 
August 13, 1662. J 

Hon. Geo. W. Randolph, 

Secretary of War : 

Sir : I have the honor to request that you will change the thirty-sec- 
ond regiment Virginia volunteers, mentioned in my report, immediately 
: a?ter the name of Colonel Tomlin, into the fifty-third Virginia regi- 
14 
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*nient, which regiment is commanded by that officer, and not the thirty- 
gecond, which is a mistake in my report. I haye directed Mr, Turner, 
who knows the particular place at which it can be found, to make the 
correction, if you will hand it to him. ^ 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your* obedient servant, 

J.*B. Magruder, . * 

Major General. 



[No. 8Ll 

Captain Dickinson to General Magruder. 

General Lee expects you to advance rapidly. He says it is reported 
the enemy is getting off. Press forward your whole line and 
^follow up Armistead's successes. I will have Mahone's brigade in 
the place first occupied by General Anderson. Ransom's brigade has 
gone on to reinforce Cobb. Mr. Logan delivered you my message, I 
presume. • « 

Yours, respectfully, 

A. G. Dickinson, 

Captain, fyc. 

A true copy : 

W. HlLLESTED, * 

Major and A.+A. G. 



General Mahone to General Magruder. 

Headquarters Second Brigade, > 
Anderson's Division, August 8th, 1 862. 5 

To Major J3eneral Bankhead Magruder, 

Commanding: 

General: Yours of the 1st, calling my attention to a certain 
paragraph in my report to you, duly received ; and, but for indis- 
position, it would more promptly have had my attention. I remember 
very yvell when General Barksdale, with ^one regiment, came to our 
support, as I do also the appeararance of troops from the front, 
shortly after our forces (General Wright's and my own) had entered 
the engagement ; but it is not my prerogative to discuss the operation 
of the troops, even if they had all fallen under my own eye. I mean 
no reflection by the allusion* I am glad you have called my atten- 
tion to this point in my report, for I do not desire to be understood 
as you cpnclude the cursory reader will infer. I prefer, and ask, as 
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a matter of gratification, that my paragraph, down to the word "here," 
be altered so that itVill there begin and read as follows: 

"Here for about two hours the. fire and fury of battla raged with 
great obstinacy," &c. 

I will be glad to have* the alteration made in the report or any copy 
of it you havje sent forward to General Lee. 

I am, General, very respectfully, * 
Your obedient servant, 

' William Mahone, 

Brigadier GcneraL 

Official : 

A. G. Dickinson, 

A. A. Genem. * 



General Wright to General Magruder. ' # 

Headquarters Third Brigade, > 
Anderson's Division, August 8th, 1862. y 

Mfijor General J. B. Magruder, • f 

Richmond, Virginia : 

General : I am very sorry that the language in ray report is not- 
sufficiently explicit to be understood. I could not have meant that I 
was to attack upon the right, centre, and left, when it vvas stated, 
that supported by General Mahone, I was to attack upon the right. 
A simultaneous move was to be made upon the centre and left. If I 
am not greatly mistaken, General Anderson's brigade, supported by 
another, whom I do not recollect, was to. attack upon the centre, and 
General Ransom's brigade, supported, I think, by General Armistead's 
brigade, was to attack upon the left. This was the disposition of 
your forces for the attack, that I heard dictated by yourself and 
reduced to writing and made out by one of your staff., I was called 
upon to report my own and the action of my brigade, and did not 
think it appropriate, on paper, that I should make a report of any 
other movement except such as were necessarily connected with. my 
own. I am very glad to find- that our loss on that day was less than 
it was thought to be. I know that the enemy's loss was very severe. 
All night long -he had large parties with lanterns picking up his 
wounded and dead. These came within- even a few paces of my posi- 
tion, and I could ascertain by the lights they bore and their conver- 
sation that they were engaged in removing their killed and wounded. 
I have honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, m ) % . 

• * A. E. Wright, 

Brigadier General commanding. 
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Since writing the above, I perceive that my r,ep«rt says I was or- 
dered to attack the enemy's right. This is a mistake of my clerk 
who copied my report. The original draft reads, "I was ordered to 
advance and attack the enemy on our right" &c. This a serious error 
in the copy you have and may be also in the one that General Huger 
has. 1 will take steps to have it corrected. ■ • 

* A. R. W. 



, General Ransom to General Magruder. 

July 1, 1862—5.45, P. M. 

General Magruder : 

<* • 

Dear Sir : General Huger is present, and directs me to say, that 
neither he nor I know where the battery on the left is, and also that 
^any order to officers or troops under his (General Huger's) com- 
mand must pass through him. * 
Respectfully, 

R*. Ransom, 

Brigadier General. 

A toe copy :. 

W. Hyllested. 



Order of General Lee to General Magruder. 

I 

. July 1st, 1862. 

General Magruder : 

Batteries have been established to act upon the enemy's lines. If 
it is broken, as is probable, Afmistead, who can witness. the effect of 
the fire, has been orderdd to charge with a yell. Do the same. 

By order of General Lee. 

• R. H. pHILTON,' 

A. A. General. 

A true copy : * 

W. Hyllested, 

-Major and A.. A. D. C. 



General Longstreet to General Magruder. 

Major General Magruder, commanding: . 
General: I sent my aid and a guide some time ago to take you 
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by the nearest route to New Market foad, and, by goin^ down that 
road, to join General Holmes in front of that. Please hurry as much 
a.s possible. General Holmes has been expecting you a long time, 
and is in much need of you. 

Very respectfully, t 
• J.. Longstreet, Major General. 

If you can't get your artillery, leave it, and send to me from New 
Market for such as you want. If you have not the guide, move the 
troops by General A: P. Hill and take the right hand, getting into 
this. 

A true copy : 

W. Hyllested, Major, A. A. D. C. 



General Lee to s General Magruder. 

Headquarters Department* Northern Virginia. 

Maj^or General Magruder : 

I have joined General Longstreet at the intersection of the New 
Market, Charles City and Quaker roads. I wish to know how far 
you have progressed en route to this point. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

* R. E. Lee, General. 

A true copy : 

W. Hyllested, Major. 



General Jones to General Magruder. 

Headquarters First Division, June 29, 1862. 

Major General Magruder : 

Sir : My line is formed to the left and somewhat to the front of 
General Cobb. The enemy seem to be in large force in front of tny 
right, and are or have moved a little to their right. I do not think 
it prudent for me to attack him with my small force, unless there be 
a simultaneous attack all along our line. I will keep a good look-out 
on my left. I had hoped that Jackson would have co-operated with 
me on my left, but he sends me word that he cannot, as he has other 
important duty to perform. 

Respectfully, 

D. R. Jones, Brigadier General. 

Official : 

W. Hyllested, Major. 
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Order of General Lee to General Magruder. 

• • July 1, 1862. 

General: The commanding General directs that yt>u press the 
enemy's right. McLaws is going in fresh. By order of General Lee. 

# A true copy, seemingly from the handwriting of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Chilton. . 

i I ' A v G. Dickinson, A. A. G. 



Affidavit of L. T. Gatewood. 

I am an enlisted man, member ofc Henrico , Light Guards; was a 
resident of Henrico counjty ; was detailed to report on the morning 
of 1st July, 1862, as a guide to Major General Magruder; did so 
report, and was with him orr the morning of the 1st July, 1S62. 

I testify that, when on .the point of starting with his forces for the 
Quaker road, Vith J. B. Sweeney as a guide, Major General Magru- 
der interrogated me as to the position of the Quaker road. I told 
him that it left the Long Bridge*road to the right, just above Nathan 
Enroughty's gate, and ran diagonally across to the Charles- City 
(river) road, and that I indicated to*him the same road as that along 
which he was afterwards conducted by J. B. Sweeney. 

I further testify that I do now and always believed the road into 
which Major General Magruder was conducted to' be the Quaker 
road, and that this is the only road in that neighborhood regarded as * 
such. 

. L. T. Gatewood. 

Personally appeared before me, R. II. Nelson, a justice of the 
peace for Henrico county, Linton T. Gatewood, who made oath that 
the above certificate signed by him is correct and true, as witness my 
hand and seal,tthis 22nd day of July, 1862. 

R. H. Nelson, P. 

"Official copy : 

J. B. Estes, A. D. C 



Testimony of J. B. Sweeney. 

I am an enlisted man, a member of Henrico Light Guards ; was a* 
citizen of Henrico county; am twenty-three years of age ; was born 
and raised, and was, at the time of entering service, living at 
•Sweeney's tavern, about thirteen miles from Richmond, and in the 



vicinity of Malvern Hill, near thfe Quaker road ; know the country 
intimately, having frequently hunted every foot of ground in that 
vicinity. 

I testify that, when ordered to conduct Major General Magruder 
into the Quaker road on the morning of 1st July, 18(?2, 1 (lid so con- 
duct his %rces, leading him into what I had always and do still 
believe to be the Quaker road,- being a road about two miles in length, 
leaving the Long Bridge road to the right, about three hundred yards 
above Mi^ Nathan Enroughty's gate, and entering the 'Charles City 
(river) road at Tilghrnan's gate, about half a mile below Sweeney's 
tavern. • 

I further testify that the road ii#to which I conducted Major Gen- 
eral Magruder's forces* on the 1st July, 1862, is regarded not only by 
me as the Quaker road, but by other persons raised and living in that 
neighborhood, and is the only road known and regarded as such.. 

I furthermore testify that I was detailed from my^ompa'ny to re- 
port to General Magruder as a guide. 

J. B. Sweeney. 

Personally appeared before me, R. H. Nelson, justice of the peace 
of Henrico, bounty v J. B. Sweeney, who made oath that the above 
certificate is correct. Witness my hand and seal, this 22nd day of 
July, 1862. * . 

, • R. H. Nelson, /. P. ' 

A true copy : . • 

J. B. Estes, A. D. C. 



Testimony of Mr. James W. Binford. 

I was until recently, and have been for thirty years, a resident of 
Henrico county, living very near Malvern Hill v Have always known 
J.B.Sweeney. I testiTy that lie was raised at Sweeney's tavern, 
about thirteen mile3 below Richmond, on the Charles City (river) 
road ; is a reliable young- man, and that he is thoroughly acquainted 
with the surrounding country in the vicinity of. tflat place, and 
through which th,e Quaker road passes. I further testify that, in my 
belief, he is the best-guide for that neighborhood that could have been 
procured, and that the road on which Mr. S. says he c&nducted Major 
General Magruder on the morning of 1st of July, 1S62, is univer- 
sally regarded by the oldest inhabitants to be the Quaker road, and 
that this is the only road regarded as such in that region. That the 
said road, having been of late little used, has become obscure, and is 
not generally used as a public road. That the road laid down on the 
county map is uoftthe true Quaker road, but is another and different 
road, and known as the Willis road. 

James W. Bin^ord. 



Personally appeared before me, R. H. Nelson, a justice of the 



peace for Henrico county, James W. Binford, who made oath that the 
above certificate, to which his namo is fixed, is correct and true. 
Witness my han^ and seal, this 24th day of July, 1862. * 

' R. H. Nelson, J. P. 



Testimony of Charles Wat kins.' 

I was a resident of Henrico county, Irving near the Quaker road. 
Am an enlisted man — member of Henrico Southern Guards, fifteenth 
Virginia regiment. Was detailed irom'my company to report on the 
morning "of 1st July, 1862, to Major General Magruder aa 
a guide. Did so report, and was with him on that morning. Lknow 
/the country in the vicinity of Malvern Hill intimately. Was present? 
when Major General Magruder interrogated L. T. Gatewood in regard 
to the locality of the Quaker road. Heard L. T. Gatewood reply,, 
and knowing it to be correct, made no remark. 

I further testify that I do now and have always believed the road 
into which Major General Magruder was conducted -by J. B. Sweeney 
to be the Quaker road, and that this is the only road regarded as the 
Quaker road by persons living in that neighborhood.- 

C. Watkins. 

• 

Personally appeared before me, R. II. Nelson, a justice of tho 
peace for Henrico county, C. Watkins, who made oath that the above 
certificate*, to which his name is affixed is correct and true. Witness 
mv hand and seal this 23rd day of Julv, 1862. • 

R. H. Nelson, /. P: 
A true copy : • • 

A. G. Dickinson, A. A. G. 



REPORT OF GENERAL RODE8 OF OPERATIONS OF" FIRST 

BRIGADE. 

Headquarters FirSt Brigade Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill's Div., ) 

July, 19, 1862. $ 

Major J. W. Ratciiford, ■ 

Assistant Adjutant General, HilVs Division : 

Major : I have the honor to make the following reports of the op- 
erations of my brigadp, composed of the third, fifth, sixtl?, twelfth 
.and twenty-sixth Alabama regiments, and Carter's battery, making 
an aggregatoof about one thousand four hundred and sixty men, from 
the evening of the 26th to that of the 28th June, last: 

In. common with other brigades of Major General D. H. Hill's, 
mine took position on the Mechanicsville turnpike, on the morning 
of the 26th of Jane. We lay there until late in the afternoon of the 
26th, when we moved across the Chickahominy, taking position in 
the field between Mechanicsville and the Ghickahominy. Next morn- 
ing, after being subject to a brisk shelling process from the enemy,, 
without loss, except one horse, we moved forward in the road to the 
left of the Mechanicsville battery, halted near that battery; and about 
nine or ten o'clock moved to the road to Bethesda church. General 
Ripley's brigade followed mine, being in reserve on that day. Fol- 
lowing the preceding brigades of the division, we came under heavy 
artillery fire at New Cold Harbor, when we were ordered to take 
shelter for a time. At this point we were subjected to a heavy fire 
for a half hour or more, but lost only two men — Lieutenant Ramsey 
and a private. of the fifth Alabama. 1 sent out both Captain Whiting 
and Lieutenant Webster, .of my staff, from this point to communicate 
with' the Major General commanding, but in moving forward in per- 
son, communicated with him myself, and under his orders, moved 
forward, in line of battle, to the support of General Garland, in a 
contemplated attack .upon the enemy's batteries to the left of Old 
Cold Harbor. Before the .attack was made, however, the position of 
both Garland's brigade and mine w*as changed, both brigades being 
wheeled on Garland's left to the rear. We were then ordered forward 
by Major General Jackson, to attack the enemy in front of New Cold 
Harbor, coming into the fight on the left of his troops. In^crossing 
an almost impenetrable swamp, to' get into action, great co'nfusion 
ensued, from the fact that atr the same point several brigades were 
crossing at the saine time; and upon emerging from the swamp, and 
striking the field beyond, three of my regiments, th*e fifth, twelfth 
and* twenty-sixth, were found on the left and behind, and the sixth 
and third Alabama on the right of Anderson's brigade, which Vas in 
front of us. Before reaching the swamp, I had received an order 
from or through Brigadier General Ripley to charge through the 
swamp at double-quick time. This order was obeyed by my brigade 
with alacrity, but the three first-named regynents finding Anderson's 
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brigade at a halt, and in front of thera, engaged in a heavy fire of 
musketry, were halted. The third and sixth Alabama went on, how- 
ever. The third encountered troops of our own in front of-them across 
the swamp ; the sixth did not, but moved on, at a rapid.pace, into the 
field in front of the enemy's battery, and in the. face of their infantry, 
encountering there an enfilading fire from* the battery, and a heavy 
fire of musketry in -front, and finding themselves .unsupported, the 
men were required by Colonel Gordon to lay down ; and finally, no 
support arriving, retired under cover, in perfectly good order, and 
there awaited, with the third, further orders. Almost upon the re- 
turn of %he sixth Alabama, the brigades of Generals Anderson and 
Garland,*having, in the meantime, with three of my regiments, been 
brought into some sort of alignment, were ordered to charge. The. 
charge was intended to be general, and had been, I thought, extended 
throughout the line, but upon traversing the field before spoken #f, 
and attaining the road beyond, very nearly, I found, upon examina- 
tion of my line, that two of my regiments had not moved with ,my 
brigade ; and, upon examining the line further to the right, found that 
they were not with General Anderson either, and that his right was 
at least the length of two or three regiments from the lower edge of 
the field, and liable to bo turned, whilst on the right of General A.'s 
brigade, the whole line having a moment before-paused and hesitated, 
nearly if not the whole of the left of th6 division, as far as one in my 
position could see, broke and retreated in apparent confusion. 1 
thought the whole of the brigade on the lefc of miuft, as well'as my 
three .regiments/ were involved in it. At that moment^ though the 
whole of General Anderson's brigade seemed to be at a halt, still 
his right, composed of regiments which joined him after his halt, 
wavered, and looking around for troops to sustain him, I discovered 
some at the lower end of the 'field, to the rear, not engaged, but under 
artillery fire. I found them to be Colquitt's brigade ; and close to 
them, on their left, I found the sixth and third Alabama regiments. 
Urging Colonel Colquitt to move up to Anderson's right, I ordered 
my two regiments directly forward to his support, and then moved up 
the original Jine to collect and return to the field, if possible, those 
who had fallen back from the left. I arrived at the left in time to 
stop some'fugitives, but was so utterly exhausted'froin weakness, pro- 
ceeding from # my wound, not yet by any means healed, that I could 
do no more. I found, however, that the confusion before spoken of, 
on. the #eft of the' line, had not been general; that my three first- 
named regiments .had continued the charge, and had successfully, and 
almost alone, beaten back two large bodies of the enemy on' the top 
of the hill, besides taking a battery of the enemy directly in our front. 
The fifth Alabama regiment, which took the battery, was sustained in 
this portion of the charge by the twenty-sixth only, the twelfth 
Alabama, which was in some confusion, having shifted to the left late 
in the evening and joined the tro'ops which came up on the left of 
Hill's division. * % 

All the regiments and regimental offioers acted handsomely ; but the 
'fifth and twenty-sixth Ayere especially distinguished for their great 
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courage. I feel confident that no troops ever acted better than they 
did on this occasion — men and officers all acted nobly. Colonel C 
C. Pegues, of the fifth Sdabama, was mounded desperately in the 
charge, aud has since died of his wounds. Upon falling, he called 
the next offiter in command to him, (Major Kobson,) and told him that 
the fifth Alabama had always been in tho advance, and that it was his 
last wish that it should then go ahead, and allow.no regiment to pass 
it. Major flobson gallantly carried out his wishes, and led the regi- 
ment on, constantly ahead of all others of the division, except the 
twenty-sixth, which kept, under its brave colonel, (O'Neal,) steadily 
with it. ^ 

Carter's battery had but little to do, except to receive the fire of 
the.enemy, untij late in the afternoon, when, for a. short time, under 
my orders^ with, two of his pieces, and later with his whole battery, 
under the orders of Major General Jackson, it engaged the enemy's 
battery to the left of the Cold Harbor field, and* silenced it. For- 
tunately the battery suffered but little loss. Captain Carter and hi3 
men, on thi||pccasion, as on a former 'one, behaved with distinguished 
gallantry. 

The total loss, of the brigade in this battle was thirty-one men 
killed, and one hundred and fourteen wounded. Of these, the fifth 
Alabama lost twenty-one killed and forty-five wounded. 

Afrer^ causing the brigade to reassemble, we 'slept on the field of 
battle. The brigade, under orders, moved down iiear the .Grapevine 
bridge, and remained there during the day. At the close of the day, 
(Saturday,) I was compelled, from the condition of my arm, and from * 
consequent fever, to turn over the command of the brigade to Colonel 
Gordon, of the sixth Alabama-. I desire to call especial attention Jo 
the conduct of the above mentioned officer; he* was .distinguished for 
all that a soldier can admire.' 

.My regular and volunteer staff officers, Captain Whiting, Lieuten- 
ants Webster and Peyton, Messrs. Wood and Thomas Bouldin, and 
Mr. V. II. Rodes, and Mr. Lumsden, were of great service to me, and 
served faithfully, at great personal risk,. all the afternoon. Cap- ' 
tain^ Whiting and ^Lieutenant Webster deserve especial mention, how- 
ever. The latter was killed in the charge across the field, after 
having, given evidence of the greatest coolness and courage, and of 
unusual intelligence. I am under especial obligation to Major B. G. 
Baldwin, who had rejoined my staff, and had consented to act as Lieu- 
tenant Colonel of the sixth Alabama regiment. Acting in both Capaci- 
ties, at. intervals, during the day, he 'showed the highest order of 
soldierly qualities in both. 

I submit herewith all the regimental reportstthat have been handed 

in. 

I have the honor to be, Major, very respectfully, 

R. E. RODES, 
Brigadier General commanding, fyc. ' . 
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LIST OF KILLED AND WOUNDED in the First Brigade, Third 
Division, in the Engagements of the 27th fune and 1st July, 1862 ; 



Battle of 27th June. x 



Name of Regiment. 



Third Alabama. 

Fifi ^Alabama 

Sixth Alabama 

Twelfth Alabama. 
Twenty-sixth Ala 
Carter's Battery. . 

Totals 



Killed. 



2 
21 
3 
1 
4 
0 



31 



"Wounded 



14 
45 
13 
11 

23 
3 



114 



* Battle op 1st July. 



Name of Regiment 



Third Alabama... 

Fifth Alabama 

Sixth Alabama. . 
Twelfth Alabama 
Twenty-sixth Ala 
Carter's Battery. 

Totals 



Killed. 



37 
26 
15 
00 
13 
00 



91 



Respec r fully submitted, 



H. A. WHITI2*}, A. A. G. 



REPORT OF COLONEL GORDON OF OPERATIONS OF 
FIRST BRIGADE. 



Headquarters First Brigade, Third Division, K 
Camp near Richmond, Va t> July 19, 1862. J 

To Major J. W. Ratchford, - ; 

A. *A. General, third division : 

Major : On the evening of 28th ultimo, the command of this brig- 
ade .was turned over to me by Brigadier General Rodes, fris physical 
prostration forcing him to retire. 

At three o'clock, A. M., Monday, June 30th, the brigade was 
put in motion, crossing the .Chickahominy at Grapevine Bridge, and 
halted, during the afternoon and night, on the Williamsburg road, 
near White Oak creek. Here one regiment (the twelfth Alabama) . 
was sent across the creek" as picket, and was next day ordered back 
to Richmond in charge of*prisoners. * 

Continuing the pursuit Qf the enemy, on the 1st of July, we were 
halted near Malvern Hill. As ordered by Major General Hill, I * 
formed the brigade in line of battle, on the right of the division, and 
threw out a portion of the third Alabama as skirmishers, covering 
my right flank. Remaining in this position for two hours, I received 
an order to move immediately forward. Ordering the third Alabama 
to call in its skrmishers, and by a rapid foward movement, to join the 
brigade, I moved on. The enemy's batteries were distant about one 
mile, and the ground intervening exceedingly ro # ugh. Passing across 
an open meadow, and up a precipitous hill, through dense woods, one 
of the regiments of General Anderson's brigade ^Colonel Tre*w), re- 
ported to me as having lost its brigade. Forming it upon the left of 
this brigade, I moved forward, halting wh^n near the open field in 
which the enemy had stationed his batteries. I here sent forward 
Captain H. A. Whiting, A. A. General to ascertan the r.esjjective.po- 
sitions of the Confederate and Federal batteries. Upon his report, I 
half wheeled the brigade to the left, and moving forward placed it 
under cover of a low hill in sight of the enemy's batteries, to await 
orders, with the twenty-sixth Alabama on the right, and the fifth Ala- 
bama next on the right, both immediately in rear of the position oc- 
cupied by our own batteries. The twenty-sixth Alabama and the 
right wing of the fifth were suffering from the enemy's artillery fire, 
directed at our batteries. I therefore at once moved these portions 
of the brigade by the left flank in rear * of the third Alabama, which 
I had previously brought into line. This was my position, when Ma- 
jor General Hill gave me the order to charge the batteries in our 
front, distant seven or eight hundred yards, across an open field. I 
ordered Captain H. A. Whiting to bring the twenty-sixth Alabama 
and the right wing of the fifth Alabama as rapidly as possible into 
line. The whole ground in front of the twenty-sixth, fifth and third 
Alabama regiments wsfs swept by the fire of the artillery, which had, 
in rapid succession, silenced two Confeder#.e batteries in our front. 



As there was no artillery to attract t^e enemy's attention, his batteries, 
from the beginning, and his infantry finally poured a most destruc- 
tive fire upon my ranks. Never was the courage of troops more se- 
verely tried, and heroically exhibited than in this charge. They 
moved on under this terrible fire, breaking and driving off the first 
line of infantry, until within a little over two hundred yards of the 
batteries. Here, the canister and musketr^ mowed down my already 
thinned ranks £0 rapidlj that it became impossible to advance without 
support, and had it been possible to reach thd batteries, I have high 
authority to back my own judgment, that, it would have been at the 
sacrifice of* the entire command. I therefore ordered the men tp lie 
down and open fire, and immediately sent back to notify Major Gen- 
eral Hill of my position, and to ask him to send up support. A brig- 
ade was sent forward, but failed to reach my line; The troops sent* 
up from another division on the right, had already fallen back, and 
refused to rally under the efforts made by Captain. "Whiting, A. A. 
General, and myself. Nearly one half of the brigade had been 
killed or wounded, leaving me about six hundred men able .to load and 
fire. With the enemy's batteries, and heavy lines of infantry con- 
centrating their fire on my ranks, it was folly, without immediate and 
steady support, to hold the brigade longer in this position. I there- 
fore ordered it to fall back. Night was upon us, and, in common 
with some of my officers, I assisted in placing other troops in posi- 
tion. The batteries were not taken; but,without detracting anything from 
the action of other troops, justice to these men compels me to say 
that the dead of this brigade marked a line nearer the .batteries than 
any other. Some of the twelfth North Carolina regiment noJ)ly 
rushed forward and perished among the dead of my right regiment. 
I called the attent^m of two of Major General Hill's staff to these 
facts the next day on the field. * 

There were many exhibitions of individual heroism, but I 
must call especial attention to the gallant conduct of Colonel O'Neal, 
of the twenty-sixth Alabama ; -Major Hobson, of the fifth Alabama ; 
Major Sands and Captain Powell, of the third Alabama, and Major 
Baldwin, assigned to the temporary command of the sixth Alabama. 

'Mr. Lumsden, a volunteer aid to Brigadier General llodcs, was 
wounded in the hand, while discharging his duties. Of the* gallant 
conduct of Captain H. A.* Whiting, A. A. General, I cannot speak 
in too strong terms. Ordered to the right, under the heaviest firo, 
to assist me in preserving the line, he discharged his duty with great 
courage* and spirit. His services on this, as on other occasions, were 
invaluable. % 

I submit herewith, a tabular list, furnished by each regiment. 
Owing to their positions in line, the third Alabama suffered most, and 
the sixth Alabama least. 

Permit me to conclude by saying, that nothing so increases an offi- 
cer's confidence in our own strength, as to lead such troops into battle. 
I am, very respectfully, Major, your obedient' servant, 

J. B. GORDON, 
\ Colonel, commanding Modes' brigade. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

J. B. GORDON, 
. * Colonel, commdnJing toiaade. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PENDLETON, CHIEF 

OF ARTILLERY. 



Headquarters Artillery Corps, Near Richmond. 

General: I have tn"e honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the several portions of iny command and by myeelf in 
the recent successful movement of our army against the enemy : 

The duty, at the onset, assigned to me was to see such good use 
made of the artillery, on the Richmond side of the Chickahominy, as 
to hold the enemy in check, should he advance against our weakened 
lines, while our more active force was attacking his right beyond the 
stream. To this I was directed to give my constant and unremit- 
ing attention, and, as a preliminary, instructed to have the reserve 
artillery posted on the different fronts, where it could be conveniently 
and rapidly brought into action, when necessary. 

My arrangements were accordingly made ; and early dawn of 20th 
June, found the reserve artillery distributed thus: ' 

Major Charles Richardson, with two batteries of his- battalion, 
those of Purcell and Milledge, on the heights near Mechanicsville 
bridge. Two batteries,' those of Lane, from Lieutenant Cobbett's 
battalion, and of Woolfolk, from Major Richardson's battalion, some 
distance down the Chickahominy, near Mrs. Price's house, where they 
had been for many days on duty, with the guns, directed by Major 
Garnett, (under fire* often severe, from the enemy's batteries,) of Huck- 
Btep, Kirkpatrick and B. C N. Page, advanced on the Nine-mile road 
to co-operate with the forces near Dr. "Garnett's farm. Major H. P. 
Jones, with his battalion, the batteries of Clark, Peyton and Rhett, 
temporarily assigned as a division reserve to General D. II. Hill, and 
accompanying his command. Lieutenant Colonel Cutts, with three 
batteries of his battalion, those of Ross, Price and Blackshear, ad- 
vanced on -the Williamsburg road to strengthen General Huger, where 
his right had been engaged with the enemy on the previous day, and 
Colonel J. Thompson Brown, with several batteries of his regiment, 
constituting the remaining reserve stationed near the fork of the Nine- 
mile road, whence they could speedily move in any direction. With a 
oemmand thus neces&rily diffused, I could give only general directions 
to the whole, and occasional personal supervision to each portion. 
I am happy, however, to be able to testify that each, in proportion to 
opportunity, performed well its part, and was sincerely disappointed 
when opportunity proved but slight. 

They all came, more or less, into requisition during the varied and 
protracted contest, and some rendered peculiarly valuable and gallant 
service. The particulars will be briefly given in the sequel, and are 
more fully exhibited in t£e reports of the several commanders here- 
with enclosed. My first personal care, on the morning of Thursday, 
26th June, was devoted to our extreme right, where it seemed most 
likely the enemy might attempt to advance, if he knew or suspected 
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our movements. I therefore proceeded, early that day, to the scene 
of the preceding day's conflict, General Iluger's right, and accompa- 
nied by his chief of artiller) 7 , Lieutenant ^Colonel Defiagnel, and by 
Lieutenant Colonel Cutts, made reconnoisance some distance in ad^ 
vanceof our lines. " This-, though at .first apparently hazardous, proved 
entirely safe, as the enemy, so far from advancing, had partially fallen 
.back. Satisfied of this,, and agreeing with •the chief artillery officers 
as to the ground to be occupied, and the course to be pursued, should 
jthe enemy move forward, I passed to other points o£ that front, con- 
fident that, in the event of sudden- action, Colonel Cutts, whose gal- 
lantry and capacity have been so well proved, would /efficiently use the 
reserve, urider his charge, in aiding General Rugcr to maintain his 
position, But no general or important move occurred on either side, 
nor was the comparative quiet broken here, even after the firing had 
commenced near Mechanicsyill£ later in the afternoon. 

Oh the morning of the 29th, finding our right still undisturbed, I 
applied myself to the line from Mechanicsville bridge, down the right 
bank of the Clfickahoininy,, with a view to the service our batteries 
migiit there render. Major Richnsrdson, with some long-range guns 
attache/! to his command, especially two powerful rifles, partly man- 
aged by tjie Appliances of , his batteries, and partly by a detail, under 
Captain Masters, from General A. P. .Hill's division, was already 
paying his respects ^to the enemy across the stream with apparently 
good effect. But, as the shot endangered our own troops, pursuing 
the retreating foe, a message from the commanding General caused to 
be ^discontinued this adjunct- to the main attack, after great effort on 
the part of Captain Milledge, under Major Richardson's supervision, 
to conduct one of the^e large guns along the hill's summit down the 
stream. The, route we found' impracticable, and as guns of short' 
pinse were unavailing, those batteries which had been under fire for 
several days were sent to the rear. Later jn the day, h owe vex, Cap- 
tain Purcell was. permitted to take one of the long-range guns to the 
front, on. the Nine -mile road, in the. hope of an opportunity Tor service 
th ire,. and subsequently, Major Richardson succeeded in 'bringing the 
other by the same road with a similar hope My own route, along t8e 
crest, hroughtvme, about nine A. M., to a point be-low Dr. Friends' 
house, whence, with a field glass, I distinctly saw the enemy in very 
large numbers, and in battle order, upon an open slope some two miles 
below Dr, Gaines' farm, and portions- of our own troops gradually 
advancing, as if feeling their way along the difficulties of ^he left 
bank. 

The powerful array of the former, and the cautious progress of the 
latter, induced me at once to send a duplicate dispatch, through the 
nearest General, to the Commander-in-Chief, notifying him of the 
observed position and strength of .the enemy. "My two aids, acting 
Lieutenant Charles Hatcher and Cadet Taliaferro, who bore these 
dispatches 3.01*033 the different swamps, deserve honorable mention for 
the alacrity, resolution and success with which they performed the 
task. After some time, a return message came from the commanding 
General, directing that our longest range guns should be made, if 
15 
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possible, to play upon the observed position of the enemy. An ar- 
rangement, to this end, had already been made, and two powerful rifle 
pieces, under Captain Dabney, were on their way to the best place 
accessible, just below Mrs.'Price's. At the house, near this latter 
position, I met the President, General Magruder and other ^officers, 
and informed them of the fact thus noticed. ^Finding with the long- 
range guns too little ammunition, I ^ despatched an aid, Lieutenant 
Peterkin, to have hastened from Richmond a sufficient supply. -The 
trust he discharged with exemplary energy. Meanwhile, a sharp ar- 
tillery contest was commenced between some of our batteries on Dr. 
Garnett's field and those of the enemy behind their breastworks, bring- 
ing numerous shells about our position. This contest was most gal- 
lantly waged on our side, under the general direction of Lieutenant 
Colonel S. D. Lee, and participated in with great spirit by Captains 
Lane and AVoolfolk, and by Captain Kirkpatrick and Lieutenant 
Massie, with a portion of the Huckstep battery. The two latter btiing 
especially commended by Major Nelson, whose calm and cheerful 
eourage, under a very hot fire, was of utmost service to our inexpe- 
rienced men, in their post' of extraordinary exposure. The other 
portions of Major Nelson's command were also greatly exposed, though 
favored with no .opportunity of returning fire. The twp large rifles, 
under Captain Dabney, being posted as far forward as practicable, and 
committed, with instructions, to the command of Major "Garnett, in 
due time opened upon the enemy, across the stream, with what effect 
we .could not determine. Returning to the better post of observation 
below Dr. Friends' house, I> watched the course of events till the fierce 
encounter, which, late. in the afternoon, gave the field to our victorious 
troops. Immediately thereafter, the President requested me to con- 
duct him to General McLaws' headquarters, and I hav 4 e gratefully .to 
record his preservation under a warm fire from the enemy's batteries 
which we encountered on the way. 

Saturday, June 28th, my first care was directed to getting into 
position, at Dr. Garnett's, guns of sufficient power to silence the 
enemy's heavy batteries. Major Richardson's two large guns were 
ordered forward, and preparations made for the immense Rlakely guns, 
rifled, which it was found could not be adjusted earlier than the follow- 
ing morning. Having again visited General Huger's front and found 
nothing new, I returned and remained .at Mr. Price's, while. Lane's, 
Dabney's and Woolfolk's guns dislodge the enemy from his strong- 
hold ne^ar Goulding's. This day having passed v,ith no decisive in- 
formation on our side o£ the Chickahominy a3 to many events on tho 
other side, and there being with us no little suspense, the President, 
about sunset, requested me to bear for him a confidential message to 
tho commanding General. This, with its sequence, arrangements 
with division commanders, by General Lee's order, for having tho 
enemy's movements vigilantly watched that night, kept me at work 
until past one o'clock. Fever supervening, disabled me on the ?9th, 
so tjiac the day was necessarily passed by me as a quiet Sabbath. 
Portions of my command were, however/ actively engaged, under 
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arrangements described,- in pursuing, with other forces, the retreating 
enemy. # • 

During the preceding days, Colonel Brown and Lieutenant Colonel 
Coleman, had sought opportunity of use beyond the Chickahominy, 
The latter accompanied two butteries of the regiment, the Richmond 
Fayette Artillery, Lieutenant Clopton commanding, and the Williams- 
burg Artillery? Captain Coke, ordered, on the morning- of the^ 27th, 
to report to General Lee at Mechanicsville, as he had requested.. 
These batteries were held as part of the reserve of that portion of the 
army, and Lieutenant Colonel Coleman was. called .to act as chief of 
swrtillery for General A. P. Hill's division during several days, Major 
R. L. Walker being at the time sick. 

Colonel Brown became a close spectator of the Friday evening's 
struggle, and brought his experience and authority to bear in extricat- 
ing one of his companies, third Howitzers, Captaia Smithe, on duty 
with a brigade, from a perilous position in which they could do no 
good. The reserve battalion of Major Jones,, accompanying General 
1). H. Hill's division, was much engaged three several days and did 
excellent service, as it did, also, subsequently, in the encounter at 
White Oak Swamp, eliciting from their commander a warm eulogium 
for their gallantry and for the honorable fact that there was not a 
straggler from their ranks the entire week. 

On Monday, 30th, 1 was again able to be in the field, and employed 
the forenoon in ascertaining movements in progress, and adjusting to 
them the arrangements of my own command. The afternoon was 
given, to making, some of those large rifle guns of use on the field on 
Tuesday, if needed and practicable. 

Tuesday,' 1st July, was spent by me in seeking, for some time, the 
commanding General, that I might get orders ; and, by reason of the 
intricacy of routes, failing in this, in examining positions near the 
two armies, towards ascertaining what could be best done with a large 
artil!ervforce,and especially whether any point could be reached, whence 
our large guns might be used to good purpose. - These endeavors had of, 
course to be made again and again, under the enemy's shells, yet no 
site was found from which the long guns could play upon the enemy, 
without enda-ngeririg our own troops ; and no occasion was presented 
for bringing in the reserve artillery; indeed, ,it seemed that not one 
half the division batteries were brought into action on either Monday 
or Tuesday. 

To remain near by, therefore, and await events and ordemin readi- 
ness for whatever service might be called for, was all that I could do. 
Here again it was my privilege to be thrown with the President, he 
having arrived sometime after nightfall, at the house near the battle 
field, where I had just before sought a resting place. On Wednesday > 
2nd, active operations being interfered with by a heavy rain, my main 
efforts were directed to examining a number of batteries, sendhig to 
the rear some that had been injured, and having fcaken^ to Richmond 
6uch of the captured ordnance as had. not been previously removed, 
Thursday, 3rd, the retreat of the enemy beyond Turkey Creek having - 
been effected, and no probability of another renewal of engagement 
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then appearing, I received, on calling on the Commanding General, 
personal instructions to take to the rear all the artillery not, required 
for the divisions, and to co-operate with the- ordnance and quarter- 
master's departments in having sought for and secured all £he stores 
wrested from or left by the enemy. With the discharge of these 
duties on that dja-y, and several others succeeding, terminated the mod- 
erate share it was the privilege of my command to haVe during that 
eventful period in the toils, scenfices and inestimable services of our 
heroic army. 

Our loss in the several contests of the occasion was, in Major 
Jones' battalion, five men killed and twenty-four wounded, thirteen 
horses disabled, and two wheels destroyed. 

In Colonel Brown's regiment, one man wounded and two horses 
killed. 

In Lieutenant Colonel Cutts' battalion, (Lane's company,) three men 
'killed, five wounded, and one horse killed. 

In Major Richardson's battalion, (Woolfolk's company,) one man 
killed, and three wounded. 

In Major Nelson's battalion, one man killed, one wounded, (though 
seven struck,) and four horses disabled. 

Making a total of ten men killed and thirty-four wounded, and 
twenty Horses disabled. 

Of our medical staff, Surgeon J. R. Page and Assistant Surgeona 
'Green, Perrin, Semple, Monteiro and Hopkins were 'called upon for 
the exercise of their skill, and with exemplary fidelity devoted them- 
selves not only to the relief of our own wounded, but to alleviating* 
the injuries of other sufferers. In fact, my entire staff was assiduous 
in duty, and I may safely declare that no truer spirit animated our 
best troops than w T as exercised by those under my command. 

In conclusion, while gratefully acknowledging that Divine favor 
which crowned us with victory, I would commend to the consideration 
of the commanding General, what seems to me to have been a serious 
error with regard to the use "of artillery in these several fights. * Too 
little was thrown into action at once, too much was left in the rear 
unused. One or two batteries brought into position at a time to op- 
pose a much larger artillery force, well posted, must greatly suffer, if 
not ultimately yield, under the concentrated fire. This was in several 
instances our experience. We needed more guns taking part, alike 
for our own protection and for crippling the enemy. With a power- 
ful arra^pposed to his own, we divide his attention, shake his nerves, 
make fiim shoot at random, and drive him from the field the more 
readily, worsted and alarmed. A main cause of the error in the 
present case, was no doubt a peculiar intricacy in the ground, from 
the prevalence of woods and swamps. We could form little idea of 
positions, and were very generally ignorant of those chosen by the 
enemy, and of the best modes of approaching them. Nor were good 
maps readily accessible, by which, in some measure,* to supply this 
deficiency. Hence, a considerable degree of perplexity, which nothing 
but careful reconnoisances by skillful officers could have obviated; 
bat, which being obviated, if the attack had been more co-operative, 
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concentrated, and effectual, the enemy's condition would have been 
more crippled, and our success more triumphant, with less mourning 
in the land. 

I haye the honor to be, most respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier General and Chief of Artillery, 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL R. S. RIPLEY. 



Headquarters Fifth Brigade, D. H.JIill's Division, *) * 
Near Richmond, July 1 1, 1862. J 

Major J. W. Ratchford, 

Assistant Adjutant General: 

Major : I have the honor to report that on the morning of Thurs- 
day, the 26th June, the brigade under my command, consisting of the 
first and third regiments iSforth Carolina troops, and the forty-fourth 
and forty -eighth re'giments of Georgia volunteers, marched* from its 
position neav the Williamsburg road, about five miles from Richmond, 
to a point in the vicinity of* the batteries commanding 1 the bridge over 
the Chickahominy river, on the Mechanicsville turnpike. 

With other troops at that- point, the brigade lay waiting orders 
until near four, o'clock, P. M*, when it was ordered tocross the Chick- 
ahominy in the advance of the division, and effect a junction with 
the troops of Major General A. P. Hill's command, then moving dovwi 
the Chickah6miny in the direction of Mechanicsville. The order was 
executed, and the infantry crossed at once, forming. line of battle" 
across the road leading to the village, about half a mile in advance of 
the bridge. 

Upon communicating with General A. P. Hill, I was informed that 
the enemy had a strong and well served battery and force in position, 
near Ellison's Mills, something over a mile to the east of the road, 
to attack which he had sent Brigadier General Pender's brigade by 
the right and other troops to the left, and it was arranged that my 
brigade was to co-operate. The enemy had opened on the Mechan- 
icsville road and was rapidly verifying the range. My brigade 
changed front and advanced to the brow of the hill opposite the % ene-< 
my's battery, expecting, j£ possible, to. use artillery in the attack. 
While the troops were in motion, I received orders to assault the en- 
emy, from General Lee, and also from Major General D. H. Hill, the 
latter of whom directed me to send two regiments to support General 
Pender *on my right, and attack the battery in front with the remain- 
der of my force. 

The forty-fourth Georgia, under Colonel Robert A. Smith,.and the 
first North Carolina, under Colonel Stokes, marched at once to the 
right, while the forty-eighth Georgia, under* Colonel Gibson, and third 
North Carolina, under Colonel. Me ares, moved to a position in front 
- of the enemy on their left. 

Meanwhile, the passage of the Chickahominy by the artillery had 
been impeded by the Woken bridges, and night corning on and' it be- 
ing deemed important to attack the position at once, the advance was 
ordered along tho whole line. 

General Pender's brigWe and the two regiments of my own, ad- 
vanced rapidly on the right, while the remainder of my command 
moved against the front, driving back the enemy from his advanced 
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positions and closing in upon the batteries and their heavy infantry 
supports, all of which poured upon our troops a heavy and incessant 
fire of shell, canister and musketry. The ground was rugged and 
intersected by ditches and hedges and covered- with ahaitis a ehort 
distance in front of the position to be assaulted. A mill-race, with 
scarped banks, and in some places waist deep in water, ran along the 
front of the enemy at a distance ranging from fifty to one* hundred 
yards. To this position our troops succeeded in advancing, notwith- 
standing the fire* of the enemy was exceedingly heavy and our lc^s 
oxtremely severe. , Of the forty-fourth -Georgia, Col >nel Robert A". 
Smith and Lieutenant Colonel Ester % fell -wounded, the former mor- 
tally, besides two captains .and ten lieutenants killed and wounded. 
Of the first North Carolina, Colonel Stokes was mortally and Lieuten- 
ant Colonel McDowell severely wounded, and Major Skinner killed, 
with six captains and lieutenant^ of the regiment killed and wounded, 
including the adjutant. 

The forty-eighth Georgia and third North Carolina had a more ad- 
vantageous posffcion, and suffered less severely than thej former regi- 
ments, although the third lost its major, (Savage,) wounded.. 

•ffhe loss of non-commissioned officers and privates was heavy in 
the extreme, amounting in the forty-fourth Georgia to three hundred 
and twenty-one. and in the first North Carolina to one hundred and 4 
thirty-three. Near dark, Captain Burnet Rhett's battery of artillery, 
attached to my command, succeeded in crossing the broken bridges 
over the Chickahominy, and was located directly m front of the en- 
emy at about twelve hundred yards distant. Captain Rhett opened 
an effective fire, and soon relieved our infantry from the storm of the 
shell and canister which kad been , poured upon them. It was soon 
reinforced by another battery, and a fire was kept up on the enemy 
until late in the evening. Some time after nightfall, under cover of 
the cannonade, our troops were withdrawn to a point of woods a few 
hundred yards distant, near the angle of our line of battle, which 
position was held by the third North Carolina and fprty-eighth Geor- 
gia and a portion of General Pender's brigade. The fragments of 
the first North Carolina and forty fourth Georgia, were rallied some 
distance in the rear, un^er some difficulty, owing to the lo^s of all 
their field and' many of their company officers, who fell while gal- 
lantly performing their duty. ^ 

During the night, the enemy was engaged destroying and removing 
his stores, .but the darkness and the intricacies of the position pre- 
vented an attack by our troops. » 

At about twelve o'clock, Colonel Colquitt s s brigade advanced to 
within supporting distance of my command. M about half-past two, 
on the morning of the 27th, my own and Colonel Colquitt's brigade 
were relieved by Generals Featherston and Pry or, and moved to a po- 
sition near and beyond Meclianicsville, on the turnpike, where they 
remained under a fire of shot and shell from the enemy's batteries 
along that road, until the latter were turned by our troops in ad- 
vance, or silenced by our artillery. 

The brigade then moved forward, with the division, on the road'to 
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Cold Harbor arid was held for a short time in reserve after arriving at 
that point. It then consisted of the third North Carolina and for-', 
tieth Georgia, with a battalion of the first North Carolina, under 
Captain H. A, Brown, and but a fragment of the forty-fourth Geor- 
gia, which had been sadly cut up* Some portions of both the latter 
regiments were, as 1 have been informed, or Jerked by General Leo to 
act as a -guard at the . Chickahomiuy bridge on the Meehanicsyille 
turnpike. In the afternoon, the brigade was ordered to the front to 
take position on the left of the line, which had been formed and moved- 
to the point designated. The country was densely wooded and in some 
places covered with morass and the movement was executed with some 
difficulty. In "searching for a position for.the command; 1 found some 
portion of our own troop3 already in front of the line.which I was to 
occupy, and receiving a message from Brigadier General J. II. Aa. 
derson that support was required, I sent the forty- eighth Georgia to 
the right of the position occupied, by our division to act in that ca- 
pacity. The third North. Carolina and the battalion of the first 
remained. upon the left. During the various movements in the thick 
woods and swamps, a certain, portion of the third North Carolina bc- 
camo separated from the body of the regiment. .During* this while, 
the brigade, as well as the rest of the dmsiou, was under a heavy 
fire of artillery, but suffered comparatively little, being sheltered 
from view and partially from lire. 

Before dark, the masses of the enemy appeared in .the vicinity of 
the command apparently endeavoring to turn our left. In this ho. 
was checked by the fire of our artillery and the charges made upon 
him by troops of different divisions and brigades in succession. These,, 
from the nature of the ground, *were more c*r less separate movements. 
The battalion of the third North Carolina, under Colonel Ivjeares, 
and of the first North Carolina, under Captain Brown, took part, 
doing good service. The forty-eighth Georgia, from its position, was 
masked by the troops in front and did not get into close action. The 
loss in this battle from the brigade was comparatively small. 

During the night, the troops remained on the field and moved early 
the following morning, with the divisions in advance, towards tho 
Grapevine Bridge, which had been destroyed by the • enemy in his re- 
treat during the night. It bivouacked within a mile and .a half of 
that point during Saturday and Sunday. 

On Monday, July 1st, it moved with the division early," across tho 
repaired bridge, and followed the route of the enemy's retreat until 
he was found in position on the further side of White Oak Swamp 
creek. Hero it was' brought' to within supporting distanca 
of the. artillery of* the division, which engaged the enemy 
until nightfall, driving him. from his position, and enabling the pio- 
neers to repair the bridge, over which we crossed on Tues- 
day morning and followed the retreat of the enemy until our army 
came up with him in position at Malvern Hill, 

/Taking different positions duriug the morning, in the afternoon.the 
brigade advanced, under orders from the Major General commanding 
the division, through a heavy fire of artillery to a dense wood in close 
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proximity of the enemy's position, where it lay for a time in reserve. 
At about five o'clock it was ordered to take position in a jungle near 
the hill, upon which the enemy was established, and to the left of 
General Anderson's brigade, which it did in the following order : 
The forty-eighth Georgia was now on the right, the third Nc^rth Car- 
olina -and the forty-fourth Georgia, about one hundred and seventy 
men of which had rallied, and been brought by Captain Beck and 
other officers, and the first North Carolina on the left, under Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Bynum, of the second, who had been detached for the 
command of the first regiment: 

In obedience to the orders of General Hill, I made a reconnoissance 
of the enemy's position' and found him immediately in our front in 
strong force, with a battery well advanced toward us and supported 
by strong lines of infantry, ^the number of his guns could only be 
judged of by the rapidity of .hi3 fire, owing to the nature of the 
country. »' • • • 

At about half-past six or se*ven o'clock, an attack was made by the 
troops on our right, and we were, with the other brigades in advance, 
ordered by General Hilf to move forward at once and attack the 
enemy. Gordon^ and Anderson's brigades were on my right, 
and the troops of, the three mounted the hill in a gallant manner. At 
its brow, our troops were met with a furious fire of shot and shell and 
musketry. Officers and men fell fast, but they maintained their 
ground," opening and keeping up a. severe fire upon the enemy in re- 
turn, before which his advanced battery fell back and his troops 
wavered. He pressed hard upon our left, however, and while' moving 
his'regiments to its support, the gallant an-d the accomplished Colo- 
nel Gaston Meares, of the third North Carolina regiment, fell. Mean- 
while Garland's and Colquitt's brigades had been advanced and made 
good the action' on the right. Darkness, however, was rapidly ap- 
proaching and not knowing the extent of the enemy's suffering, the 
troops fell back to the road near the brow of the hill. Other portions 
withdrew to the dover- of the rising ground, and the night coming on, 
there was much confusion from the loss of officers and the nature of 
the country. Dense, dark, and in many places marshy, observation 
could reach but a short distance, quick movement was impossible, and 
in the din of battle the voice* could be heard but a few yards. Fresh 
troops were ordered forward, and the troops of the brigade were col- 
lected in parties by such officers as they fell in with. A portion 
remained in the vicinity of the field during the night, and the remain- 
der *with portions of other brigades of the division, having been col- 
lected, were retired a short distance on the Charles City road. During 
the night, the enemy fell away fro.m this hardly contestd field. • On 
Wednesday morning, the brigade was reformed at the church in front 
of the battle-field, and with the division, whence it marched a short 
distance to the bivouack, at and 'near which it remained until' the 
movement of the 9th to its present vicinity. 

The movements and actions of 4-he brigade under my command, 
during the six days' operations of the army being but a constituent 
portion of those of the division and army, a more detailed report is 
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believed unnecessary. The aggregate force which entered into the 
eeries of engagements, on the the 26th of June, was twenty-three 
hundred and sixty-six, including pioneers and the ambulance corps. 
Of this, our loss has been forty-five officers and eight hundred and 
forty-four non-commissioned officers and privates in killed,' wounded, 
and missing, the latter class numbering but* thirty Seven out of 
eleven field officers fell, killed and wounded, while leading on their 
regiments and of the seven, four are dead. To the memory of these, 
the country will give that meed of consideration which is the reward 
of brave men, battling in such a cause as ours. 

Three colonels out of four, all brave and accomplished officers — Colo- 
nel M. IS. Stokes, of tfce first North Carolina ; Colone.1 Gaston Meares, 
of the third North Carolina, ' and Colonel Robert A. Smith, of the 
forty-fourth Georgia — -all have sealed meir devotion with their lives. 
Their conduct on the field was beyond praise, and in their loss, their 
regiments ami the service have suffered severely. Major Skinner, of 
the first North Carolina, died in a like manner. Lieutenant Colonel 
McDovtell, of the first North Carolina, and Lieutenant Colonel Ester, 
(the former severely, the latter slightly,) wefe both wounded in the 
front of the battle. Of the surviving officers — Colonel Gibson and 
Lieutenant Colonel Carswell, of the forty-eighth (Georgia, led .their 
regiments in the actions in which it was engaged. Lieutenant Colo- 
nel De Rosset and Captain Thurston, (acting field officers,) of the 
third North Carolina, behaved with credit to themselves, and made 
good, to as full extent as possible, the loss sustained in their gallant 
colonel. Captain II. A. Brown, of the first North Carolina, rallied 
the troops of his regiment, with other officers, after all the field offi- 
cers had been Lost, and led the regiment until relieved by 
Lieutenant Colonel Bynum. Captains Beck and Lumpkin, of 
the forty -fourth Georgia, marched with the brigade, with the 
fragment of the regiment, on the 27th, and served 'through the sub- 
sequent'actions. But one hundred and seventy-nine of this regiment 
were unhurt at the action at Ellison's Mills, of those* who entered. I 
was attended during the engagements by my staff — Captain Leo. D. 
Walker, A. A. General, and Lieutenant F. G. Ravenel, aid-de-camp. 
Lieutenant Ravenel, after behaving with most distinguished gallantry 
at Ellison's M ils and at Cold Harbor/ was killed while leading on 
the troops of the right of the brigade in the very front at the battle 
of Malvern Hill. Of all who have fallen during this series of engage- 
ments, none braver have scaled their devotion to our cause. Major 
Mitchell, brigade commissary, was also on the field, and rendered 
valuable services. 

In conclusion, I beg to remark that the tr.oops of this brigade, ar- 
riving at Richmond, just after the battle of Seven Pines, were 
ordered immediately to the front and performed picket and out-post 
duty,' with slight intermission, until the march towards Mechapics- 
ville. Two of the regiments— the first and third North Carolina — 
had been some time in service, but<iot in a^ion. The forty-fourth and 
forty-eighth Georgia were new troops, and it is perhaps to be regretted, 
as the'whole were brigaded for the first time, that some further oppor- 

I 
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tunity could not have been afforded for perfecting their organization 
and discipline as a brigade. Nevertheless the mass of the troops did 
their duty well, and although there were exceptions, from respect to 
those gallant officers and men who upheld bravely the honor of 
their flag, those who strayed- from the -field of duty I leave to their 
own consciences and the condemnation of their comrades. 

I have the honor to enclose a return and lists of the killed and 
wounded and the reports of regimental commanders, so far as they 
have been received. 0 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. S, RIPLEY, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL GARLAND'S BRIGADE. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, Third Division, ) 

JTply 14th, 1862. J 

To Major Ratchford, A. A, General: 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following, report of the op- 
erations of this brigade in the recent engagements an^d' operations of 
the army before Richmond : • 

On the 25th of June, the movements of the enemy on the Wil- 
liamsburg road inducing Major General Huger, whose troops were in 
front, to call for support, I was ordered to move forward my brigade 
in'supporting distance of Generals Armistead'and Wright, and co- 
operate with them to suclj an extent as the exigency might require. 
Those Generals having moved forward their troops into the woods in 
front of our lines on the Williamsburg road, my brigade was placed 
in the vacated rifle-pits and kept under arms, and exposed to artillery 
five during the entire afternoon. 

*The fifth North Carolina, Colonel D. K. McRae, was ordered to 
move forward out of the rifle-pits, across the field in front, to the 
edge of the woods opposite, and protect a section* of artillery brought 
up to that point to silence the enemy's guns. This duty they per- 
formed with their accustomed alacrity, and happily escaped casual- 
ties. 

Having spent more than half the day under arms and under fire, 
the brigade was permitted to return to camp after dark, and make 
preparations for the impending movements. I mention the foregoing 
fatigues and exposure, because they were in the nature of extra duty 
borne by this brigade, on the eve of general operations, and the 
troops should receive the proper credit for it. Cooking until a late 
hour of the night, and then catching a little sleep, the brigade moved, 
about two o'clock, A. M., on the morning of the 26th of June, along 

.with the rest of this division, to a position on the Mechanicsville 
turnpike, just behind the crest of the commanding hills which ov.er- 

, look- the Chickahominy, where we remained in position, masked from 
the observation of the enemy, until Major General A. P. Hill's troops 
chould carry Mechanicsville from the other* side. This part of the 

.plan being at length accomplished, late in the afternoon, this brigade, 
along with the rest of the division, (and Majcw General Longstreet's) 
crossed th$ Chickahominy, and was drawn up in line of battle under 
the crest of a hill on the right of the turnpike, just in the rear of 
Anderson's brigade. In taking this position, the brigade was ex- 
posed to a'severe artillery fire from the works of the enemy on the 
Beaver Dam creek. The fire ceasing as night closed in, the men slept 
upon their arm's, in line of battle. 

At an early hour on the morning of the 27th, we were put in mo- 
tion .to move off to the position, assigned the division, in echelon, to 
Major General Jackson's column on the. .left, as we swept down the 
Chickahominy. To reach this position, it was necessary to cross the 
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Beaver Dam oreek. The line of the Mechanicsville turnpike being 
still obstructed by an earthwork of the enemy, where they had artil- 
lery and Some infantry, while our artillery engaged that of the en- 
emy, and part of the division remained to support it, this brigade, 
along with that of General Anderson, moved up a road more to 
the left, and turning in through the country and crossing the 
♦ creek higher up, at a secret ford, turned the position of the enemy 
and gained the Mechanicsville turnpike again, without firing a shot. 
The enemy, meanwhile; withdrew their gun3 and retired, leaving the 
way open for the artillery to come up from Mechanicsville, and the 
other brigades also. The whole division was now reunited, and ef- 
fected a junction with Major GeneralJackson's forces near where the 
road from Pale Green Church crosses the turnpike. From' thence we 
moved To Jackson's left, and taking the circuitous route by the Beth- 
esda Church, proceeded to Cold Harbor, and thence towards New Cold 
Harbor, which point we reached early in the afternon of Friday, 27th. 
As we approached a road crossing , the line of our route, near New 
Cold Harbor, the enemy was discovered in line of battle, with artil- 
lery, to oppose our progress. Their position was quite a. strong one, 
and dispositions were made for an engagement.- Captain Bondurant's 
battery, of this brigade, being brought up to the front, took position 
just to the right of the road, and Anderson's brigade being in line of 
battle on the rjght, this brigade was placed in line of battle on the 
left of, and perpendicular to, the road by which we had advanced ; the 
fifth North Carolina on the right, .holding a little copse of timber jtfst 
next the battery and the road, the rest of the line in the edge of a 
second growth of diminutive pines, which should be called a jungle, 
not a piece of timber, through which I threw forward a line of skir- 
mishers to the further side, next and near to enemy. These skir- 
mishers found themselves on one side of a valley, through the bottom 
of which ran a ditch, the ground rising to a crest on the other side, 
where, in the edge of the woods the enemy's lines extended, being 
some four hundred yards off* Their line of battle seems oblique to 
our own, and in my view, the advance of my own brigade in' line of 
battle through the tangled growth in' front seemed impracticable and 
further liable to the objection that my right flank would be exposed 
to the fife of the enemy's line, posted obliquely to my own. These- 
views were stated to the General of division, and determined the di- 
rection of the subsequent movement of the brigade. An active ar- 
tillery fight was now carried on for some time, in which Captain 
Bondurant's battery was engaged. That fine officer, his men and of- 
ficers behaved well, and rendered an effective fire. t But the enenfy 
soon ascertaining the exact range, and bringing up heavier metal; 
Captain Bondurant sustained a loss of two killed and one mortally 
wounded, since dead, making three, and fourteen wounded; and twenty- 
eight horses killed and disabled. He was now relieved and sent to the 
rear, having fire3 nearly all his rounds. Captain Bondurant had also 
been engaged at Mechanicsville on Thursday evening. Major Gene- 
ral Jackson arriving on our part of the field, a change was made in 
the disposition of .our infantry forces, equivalent to a change of front 
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to rear, on the loft battalion of my brigade, the expectation being that 
the enemy would be rolled back upon us, and received by us in this 
new position. The sounds of an active engagement were now heard 
going on, immediately in front of the last position, and perceiving 
that the result was doubtful, brigade after brigade of oar division was 
ordered to proceed towards the sound ofjhe firing. To do this,^all 
had to cross an open field, several hundred yards wide, under a vig- 
orous Enfilading fire of artillery, and gain a skirt of timber covering 
a ravine, some half a mile in- front. This brigade was ordered for- 
ward last to go*to the support of the others, this being deemed more 
judicious on the whole than to charge the enemy's batteries and in- 
fantry supports, already referred to. Reaching the skirt of woods 
referred to, I there found the rest of the division, lying unengaged 
under cover ; the fight being still further on in another woods sepa- 
rated by an opening of eight hundred or one thousand yards. General 
Anderson's brigade (the first sent over) seems to have driven some of 
the enemy from the belt of woods, in which I found the division*. 
Owing to the necessity of prolonging lines to left or right, as tho 
brigades came up, I found that several regiments were detached from 
their brigades, and tha.t there were several lines of our troops in tho * 
belt of timber in reserve to* each other. 

Communicating with General Anderson, we ascended out of tho 
ravine to commanding open ground, from whence we could see the 
engagement in front of us. We perceived a line of fresh troops 
brought up at right angles to our position,' to tho edge of the wood9 
in pur front, and pouring in volley fires into a line screened from our 
view by the woods. We concluded, from our imperfect knowledge of 
localities, that the line we saw must be the enemy, and that their 
flank was fairly exposed to us. In -the absence of superior com- 
manders, we were consulting as to taking the^ responsibility of 
ordering a charge on this exposed flank of the enemy, across the 
intervening open fields, under the heavy fire of artillery, when Mijor 
General Hill joined us in person. We pointed out*to him the situa- 
tion and explained our proposed plan, which he at once adopted and 
ordered the charge to he made without delay, as the evening was 
already wearing late. Under the order of the General of division all 
the brigades were to advance, and accordingly no time was lost in 
sending oaek detached regiments to their briga^s. * This will account 
for the fact that I found on the left, and under my general super- 
vision, the third North Carolina,' Colonel Mears, of* General Ripley's 
brigade,' and one of the regiments of GeneraMlodes' brigade. * 
• By a change of position, unnecessary to be detailed, I had placed 
Colonel Mcttae, with the fifth North Carolina, on the left of my 
brigade ; and the line being a long one, (with the additions stated,) I 
requested him to exercise a general supervision over the troops on tho 
left, subject to my'orders. The whole line now moved forward with * 
rapidity and enthusiasm. So soon as it had well cleaved the skirt of 
timber and emerged upon the open plateau, the enemy's artillery 
played iijjoii it, but their fire was checked by a movement presently 
to be mentioned. The effect of our appearance at this opportune 
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juncture, cheering and charging, decided the fate of the day. The 
enemy broke and retreated ; made a second brief stand, which induced 
my immediate command to halt, under good cover of the bank on the 
roadside, an<J return their fire ; when, charging forward again, they 
broke and scattered in every direction, and following, I found that I 
had effected a junction with Major General Jackson's column, meeting 
with General Lawton in person, and with the officers and troops of 
Hood's and Winder's brigades. The battle was now over, except a 
scattering fight around a house to pur left, near which the enemy's 
Wtteries had been posted. As our line moved forward, several regi- 
ments on the left, viz : the twentieth North Carolina and third North 
Carolina, were swung around by Major General Hill's orders to attack 
this battery, and thus to prevent it from playing -on the other troops 
charging over the plain. In this movement the twentieth North 
Carolina, Colonel Iverson, participated, sustaining a heavy loss ; and, 
at a later period, I sent Colonel Scales, thirteenth North Caroling, to 
reinforce our troops there\ * The attack was partially successful, our 
troops acting handsomely and maintaining themselves against supe- 
rior numbers. 

Having ejected the junction with Major General Jackson's troops, 
as above stated, I suggested to General Lawton that further rein- 
forcements should-be sent to this point on the left, which being done, 
the enemy made no further stand, but abandoned the entire field, 
^hus ended the battle of Cold Harbor, in which this brigade bore an 
honorable part, sustaining a loss there of about five hundred killed 
and wounded. . ». . 

That night, with the other troops, we bivouacked on the field. * The 
next morning,, about .ten, A. M., we moved, with the other troops, in 
the "direction of the Grapevine bridge, to Turkey Hill. Finding the 
bridge destroyed and that the enemy had -some force and a battery on 
1he other side, we w T ere halted and drawn u-p in line of battle on the 
left of the road, while several of our batteries shelled the supposed 
position of the enemy. 

"We were delayed at this point during that day and the next. On 

the morning of the , the Grapevine bridge being rebuilt and the 

• road clear, this brigade, with the rest of the division, crossed and, 
moving across the line of the York River foad, struck into. the road 
to Bottom's Bridge, down which we proceeded, capturing prisoners, 
&c, until we turnea to the right, following the 'course of the enemy, 
and took the road crossing the White Oak Swamp and running into 
the*Long Bridge road. Upon reaching the White Oak Swamp, we 
found the bridge destroyed and the enemy drawn up in a strong posi- 
tion orithe other side, with artillery. The infantry being kept under 
cover, our artillery was brought up in force and opened on the enemy, 
with marked effect. They withdrew r their battery to a safer position. 
At this point we were delayed another day, until the enemy retired 
and the bridge over the White Oak Swamp was rebuilt. Crossing 
next morning, we-followed up the retreat of the enemy towards James 
river, into the Long Bridge road, and then into the Quaker road, .to- 
wards Turkey bridge. Ac Malvern Hill the enemy made.their last 
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etand, with several batteries and two lines of infantry in a command- 
ing position. Our own infantry wore put under cover near the road, 
waiting to observe the effect of the fire of our artillery, this brigade 
lying behind that 4 of General Ripley, in reserve, with Colquitt's still 
in our rear. The concentrated fire of two of the enemy's batteries 
from the hill was too heavy for the single battery (Moorman's) which 
we opposed to them. Late in the afternoon o*rders were communicated 
that the Commander-in-Chief had selected a position from which our 
artillery could enfilade the enemy's batteries; that the effect of our 
fire could be seen, and that, when the enemy's guns were crippled *or 
silenced, that a general, advance of the infantry would be ordered. 
The enfilading fire soon commenced, and the^commander of this divis- 
ion, accompanied by several of the brigade commanders, including 
the writer, went to a point from which the effect could be observed. 
So far from producing marked effect, the firing was so wild that we 
wer6 returning to our posts under the impression that no movement 
of infantry would be crdered, when suddenly one or two brigades, 
belonging to a division on our righfr (either Magruder's or Huger's), 
charged out of the woods, towards the right, with a shout. Major 
General Hill at ©nee exclaimed: " That must be the general advance! 
bring up your brigades as soon as possible and join in it." Hurry- 
ing back to my own brigade, I moved it down the road, by the flank, 
to the edge of the field, over which the enemy's batteries were play- 
ing, and, tiling out to my right, formed line of battle. I was then 
ordered to advance and charge the batteries, which were some eight 
or nine hundred yards off, on a commanding hill, straight to the front, 
eupportel by two lines of infantry. There was *no cover and too 
groifnd nearest the enemy was ploughed. Anderson's, Ripley's and 
Rodes' brigades (Gordon commanding) had proceeded further down 
the road, thus keeping under partial cover and approaching somewhat 
nearer and on the right of the enemy's position. When ordered for* 
ward, 1 saw no troops of our own in front of me. The brigade moved 
forward with alacrity about half-way to the battery, or ne irer, when< 
the terrible fire of artillery and the* opening fire of the infantry, in- 
duced them to halt, lie down and commence firing, without my orders 
and contrary' to tjiem 

The fire of the enemy fras very severe, and being satisfied that the 
exhibition of force presented by a single brigade on that front was 
not sufficient to intimidate the foe, nor to carry the position, I sent 
my acting aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Haywood, to inform Major Gen- 
eral D. H. Hill, that unless I was reinforced quickly I could efrect 
nothing, and could not hold the position I then occupied. After some 
delay a brigade appeared from the woo ls in my rear, and seemed 
coming up to my support. But their movements seemed slow, and before 
they reached me my men began .to give way, and very many ceased 
to respond to my efforts to hold them in line and maintain the posi- 
tion. Remaining on the spot, until, in spite of every effort, the 
men could no, longer be held there, the brigade fell back to the edge 
of the woods from which we had started. It is not my desire to in- 
dulge in criticism' or crimination. It is enough to say, that there s 
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was, somehow, a want of concert and co-operation in the whole affair, 
that made a successful attack impracticable, and the consequent 
disorder and straggling of troops most lamentable. My own brigade 
TOt up as far as any troops I saw upon the field, and behaved as 
r welL If they retired, bo did all the rest who were ordered to charge 
the battery. The whole division became scattered. 

As night closed in, General Ripley, Colonels Gordon and Colquitt, 
{commanding brigades,) and myself, set to work in concert to collect 
our commands together and bivouac them in a place of security. Next 
morning we found that the enemy were themselves- so far damaged by 
the previous day's work, that they had retreated frbm Malvern Hill. 
Having gotten our commands 'together during the day, suitable .details 
were made for hurrying the dead. 

This brigade, along with the rest of the division, w^ere now put ia 
bivouac, near the scene of the late battle-field, with orders to collect 
the arms and munitions, get off the wounded, the prisoners, &c. m L 
had neglected to sayjthat Colonel Mcltie, of the fifth North Carolina, 
with his own regiment and the fourth North Carolina, of Anderson's 
brigade, had been previously ordered back upon similar duties nearer 
to Kichmond. They were not present at Malvern Hill. Thfese duties 
being all discharged, and our army receiving orders to return towards 
Richmond, this brigade, along with the division, returned to its old 
position near the Williamsburg road. 

It affords me pleasure to testify to the general good conduct of tha 
regimental commanders of this brigade throughout these trying scenes. 
Colonel MeRie, (absent from Malvern Hill under orders.) exhibited 
his accustomed gallantry and good judgment at Cold Harbor, render* 
ing me material assistance in looking after the left of my line. Col- 
onel Scales, thirteenth North Carolina, was conspicuous for his fine 
bearing — seizing the colors of his regiment, at a critical moment, at 
Cold Harbor, and advancing to the front; he called upon the thirteenth 
to stand to them, thus restoring confidence and keeping his men in 
position. Colonel Iverson was seriously wounded, at an early period, 
.while gallantly leading up his regiment to take the battery, at the 
house on the left, at Cold Harbor. This movement seems to have 
been ordered by the division commander. The twentieth North 
Carolina, after Colonel Iverson was wounded, wa3 led by Lieutenant 
Colonel Franklin J. Faison. They advanced gallantly and took the 
battery, which they held for ten minutes.- The gallant Faison received 
a mortal wound in the very act of turning one of the captured pieces 
upon the flying foe. and breathed out his noble spirit in the moment of 
victory. He was greatly beloved, and his memory will be cherished 
with veneration and pride. Having sustained a los3 of seventy killed 
and two hundred and two wounded in this' charge, which was tempo- 
rarily successful, the enemy soon returned in larger force, and this 
regiment, having no supports, retirfed, under orders from Major Toon f 
to the. cover of the wood out of which it had charged. 

* Colonel Wade, twelfth North Carolina, conducted his regiment with 
coolness and discretion. Colonel Christie, twenty-third North Caro- 
lina, had the misfortune to be wounded, in the successful charge, at 
16 
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Cold Harbor, while leading his regiment and bearing himself hand- 
somely, when the command of this regiment again fell upon Lieuten- 
ant I. J. Young, who had been in command during th$ absence of 
Colonel Christie from the effect of his injuries at the " Seven Pines:" 
I desire to notice the conduct of Lieutentant Young as worthy of 
special commendation. He was severely woanded at Malvern Hill, 
while leading the regiment, and compelled to retire. In the absence 
of three regimental commanders, who led the thirteenth, twentieth 
and twenty-third North Carolina regiments, in the recent engage- 
ments, the regimental reports of those commands refrain from the 
selection of the names of particular officers ^nd men for special gal- 
lantry. Colonel McRae presents the following from the fifth North 
Carolina, as deserving special mention at -Cold Harbor, viz : Major 
Sinclair, wounded early and compelled to retire; Lieutenants Riddick, 
Sprague, Davis, Brookfield, (severely wounded,) Taylor and Hay- 
wCod ; Color Sergeant Grimstead, wounded ; Privates Noah McDaniel, 
(who captured seven prisoners,) and John Trotman. Colonel Wade, 
twelfth North ^Carolina, mentions the good 'conduct of Lieutenant 
Hummer, company C.,.and private T. L. Emory, company A. 

My personal staff, during these engagements, consisted of Captain 
Charles Wood, A. A. General, Lieutenants Ro. D. Eajly and F. M. 
Haywood, Jr., the last at Malvern Hill only. I can most sincerely 
testify to their gallantry and intelligence. Lieutenant Early was 
severely wounded, and Captain Wood had his horse instantly killed 
under him by a solid shot. 

I present below a succinct statement of killed and wounded, and 
file lists of ^he same by name. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, Major, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL GARLAND, Jr., 
Biigadier General, commanding Third Brigad, Third Division. 
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D. P. HALSEY, A. A. General, 



*In thi3 battery twenty-eight horses were killed and disabled. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL J. R. ANDERSON. 



Headquarters Thirjd Brigade, > 
Camp cm Mills' Farm, July to, 1862. J 

Major General A. P. Hill, 

Commanding Light Division : 

General : In compliance with your order, I respectfully submit a 
report of the part taken t)y the third brigade in the combats before 
Richmond. • . - . 

On Wednesday evening,. 26th of June, in pursuance of your order, 
I put my brigade in motion, and marched to Meadow Bridge, where 
we bivouacked that night. 

On Thursday afternoon, I was ordered by you to march, and fol- 
lowed the first brigade, (General Field,) crossing the Meadow Bridge, 
and down the road to Mecha'nicsville. When within a few hundred 
yards of Mechanicsville, the enemy having opened from his battery 
to the left and beyond the place, my battery, Qaptain Mcintosh, wa3 
directed, by your order, to take position and draw his fire, while I 
was directed to make a detour to the left, under the direction of a 
guide, and capture the battery. It had to march about a mile, a part 
of the way through a very dense wood, so that it was impossible to 
know ^whether we would strike a favorable point of attack. I ordered 
Colonel Thoma3, commandingthe leading* regiment, to make a detour, 
so as, if possible, to take the. battery in reverse or in rear, and the 
other regiments to support him. Being totally tinacquainted with 
the ground, we came within range of the enemy's guns and the sharps 
shooters, too much to the right*. Colonel Thomas, however, dashed 
forward with his regiment, withholding his fire, and succeeded in; 
crossing the creek, (Beaver Dam.) and gaining the wood, dislodging 
the enemy posted there, and driving them Jback. They were soon 
heavily reinforced, and renewed the attack, and were a second time 
repulsed, with loss — Colonel Thomas being w r ell supported by the 
fourteenth Georgia, Lieutenant Colonel Fuisom, and the third Lou- 
isiana battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Pendleton. In the meantime, 
the forty-ninth and forty-fifth Georgia came up, arid were posted on 
tho right, opening a fire from their position on the enemy, lodgedi 
their rifle-pits beyond the cretk. flight approaching, and havin* 
now ascertained the position and strength of the enemy's works, tha 
they were, contrary to our expectations, located on the far side of 
Beaver Dam, that my right was separated from them by a wido 
morass, through which ran the creek, considerably dammed up, and 
that the ground gained by the daring of the thirty- fifth and fourteenth 
Georgia and third Louisisiana battalion, was still separated from ih& 
enemy's main work by a deep ravine, and their position «trengthened by 
abattis at the foot of the hill, whilst its crest was strongly supported by 
extensive rifle-pits, manned with sharpshooters. I concluded it was 
better to adopt 'another line of approach, by a movement further to* 
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the left, unobserved, through the woods, perhaps three-quarters of. a 
mile, so as to gain the table land near the Old Church road, and take 
the work in rear. Darkness prevented the execution of this plan, and 
I determined to bivouack my brigade, and reported to you my readi- 
ness to execute the enterprise the next morning. 

In this fight 1 have to report the loss of some of my best officers in 
killed and wounded, and many men, all of whom behaved in a manner 
worthy of all praise. I would specially notice the conduct of Colonel 
E. L. Thomas, commanding thirty-fifth Georgia, who evinced fearless- 
ness and good judgment, not only in this alfair, but throughout tho 
whole expedition. He was wounded on this occasion, but remained 
always on duty, at the head of his regiment. His adjutant, too, Lieu- 
tenant Ware, was conspicuous for his gallantry, and sealed, with his 
life, his devotion to the cause of his country, as did other valuable 
♦officers, whose names have been reported to you. I have also, as the 
result of this action, to regret the loss from the "service, at least for a 
"time, of Colonel A. J. Lane, commanding forty-ninth Georgia, who 
received a painful and serious wound ui the arm, and of Lieutenant 
Colonel Simmons, of the same regiment. Nor can L omit to call 
special attention to the gallant conduct of Captain L. P. Thomas, 
quartermaster of the thirty-fifth Georgia, who volunteered his services 
for the occasion, in the field, seeing his regiment deficient in field 
officers. He rendered valuable services, until he was seriously 
wounded. Lieutenant Colonel Fulsom, of the fourteenth Georgia, 
also deserves special mention. This officer was confined to his sick 
bed, but as- scon as the order was given to move forward he got up, 
and gallantly led his regiment, though laboring under the effects of 
disease. . . . 

On Friday morning, the enemy having evacutated the, place at- 
tacked the evening before by my brigade, I commenced the march, as 
ordered by you, deployed in line of battle in the edge of the woodland 
north of the Mechaniesville road, between the village and the river. 
Soon I received orders ^o fall in the column proceeding down the road, 
and placed my brigade in the position assigned it, next to the second 
brigade, .Brigadier General Gregg's. Captain Mcintosh's battery, 
attached to my brigade, having exhausted its ammunition, and one 
piece being disabled, was left behind, to renew its supply and repair 
damages; and I ordered up Qaptain Greenlee Davidson's battery, 
{Letcher Artillery,) from the other side of the Chickahominy. . It was, 
nowever, so late in the day before Ghat gallant and active officer re- 
ceceived my order, that it was not in his power to reach me before the 
affair at Cold Harbor, though I. learn that he took a part in the fight 
at a point on that field, which he reached before ascertaining where 
my command was posted. 

• After crossing the stream at Gaines' Mill, I was ordered by you to 
proceed up the right-hand road, and afterwards I received an order 
from you, thrtugh one of your aids, to inarch with caution, as tho 
enemy were said to be in force at Turkey hill. I threw forward an 
advance guard, and flankers on each side of the road, in the woods, 
until I arrived at. the cross roads, where we observed the enemy's 
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pickets, two of whom we captured in the wood on our right. I then 
filed to the right, marching through the woods by the right flank, 
until my right reached the field in which General Pender's battery 
Was posted and playing on the enemy. Here I faced to the front, and 
marched forward in line-of-battle, driving the enemy's skirmishers 
before us, whilst I was supported by General Field's brigade, a few 
paces in rear. 

On arriving near the edge of the woods, we cam^ under a brisk fire 
of the enemy, which increased as we emerged from it* and crossed the 
narrow slip of land to the crest of the hill. This hill was separated 
by a deep ravine and creek from the enemy's position. Here the bri- 
gade encountered a very hot fire, both of musketry and shells, which 
brought us to a halt from the double quick in which I commence # d 
the charge. But it was only after a third charge in which every effort 
was made by me to gain the enemy's lines beyond the ravine, that in* 
consequence of some wavering in the centre, I concluded to order my 
men to lie down in the edge ojf.the woods and hold the position. At 
the same time, it seeming to be totally irnpracficable* at this point to 
effect a -passage of the ravine, I ordered the thirty-fifth and forty- 
fifth Georgia, who, under their brave leaders, Colonels E. L. Thomas 
and F. Hardeman, the former on my right flank and the latter oh my 
left, had proceeded a considerable distance in advance of the centre, 
to fall back in line and lie on the ground, which position we main- 
tained until, by the general charge, the day was won. On the night 
•of the 29th, (Sunday,) my brigade having had a very exhausting 
march in the position assigned it in your colujnn, bivouacked on the 
Darbytown road near Atlee's. Many of the men fell down by the 
wayside unable to march further on that day. The n?xt morning, 
(30th,) when the firing commenced at Frazier's farm, I received an order, 
from you to form close column of regiments on the side of the road, 
which was executed, on the right Here we were within the range of 
the enemy's guns, but had not many casualties. About sunset, I re- 
ceived your order to bring forward my brigade and form line-of-battle 
on the crest of the ridge, which was quickly done, the road dividing 
my line into two parts, the third Louisiana battalion and fourteenth 
Georgia regiment forming the left, while the thirty-fifth, forty-fifth and 
forty-ninth Georgia formed the right wing. I was then ordered to send 
forward my left wing, under the senior officer present, Lieutenant Colo- 
onel Pendleton, of the third Louisianabattalion, who led it into the fight. 
A few minutes later, by your order, I led the remainder cf my brigade 
into the fight, with a warning from you, that one of our brigades was 
in my front.' This order wa3 promptly and enthusiastically executed 
by the whole command, the more so, doubtless, as, at this moment, the 
President of the Confederate States galloped by us, the whole length 
'of my column, and was recognized and vociferously cheered by the 
men. We had about half a mile to march, and the sound and4§ash of 
the musketry indicating the enemy's positron to be on the left of the 
road, I filed to the left and changed my front forward so as to form 
line-of-battle parallel to what appeared to be that of the enemy. By 
this time it was dark. I immediately gave the order, " Forward ia 
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line-of-battle," The march was handsomely performed. Orders were 
•given that no musket was to be fired until we came up with and recog- 
nized our friends in front. The march was continued in perfect order, 
under a galling fire, until we came up to a fence, and, on my right, 
found my left wing in position, under Lieutenant Colonel Pendleton. 
I immediately ordered my brigade over the fence, and, placing myself 
in its front, re-formed the line, still believing our friends to be in front, 
and determined totproceed to their aid. At this moment, I was just 
able to see a force, which seemed to be a brigade or division, march- 
ing down upon us, and was soon satisfied that they were the enemy ; 
but it was impossible to inspire my men with this belief, especially as 
the enemy, not then more than fifty or seventy-five yards from us, 
were constantly singing out, " for.God's sake don't fire on us, we are 
friends. 5 ' An order to fire, at this moment, I was satisfied would be 
unavailing, so I ordered " Charge bayonets in double quick," hoping 
that a moment more would satisfy my men of their mistake. At this 
moment, Lieutenant Colonel Coleman, of the artillery, who happened 
to como up, rendered me valuable as;>is*tance in attempting to unde- 
ceive my command, but it seemed to be impossible, and ^ta consequent 
demoralization was great and unfortunate. All doubt should soon 
have been removed, on the part of the enemy , by the command 44 fire," 
they delivered a very deadly fire, received by my then left wing, and 
chiefly the forty-fifth Georgia, Colonel Hardeman. The men were 
ordered to lie down and continue the firing, until finally the enemy 
were driven from the field. It was in this affair that Colonel Harde- 
man, while nobly encouraging his brave men, was severely wounded, 
and I, myself, receiving a blow on my forehead, fell disabled for a 
time, which devolved the command on Colonel Edward L. Thomas. 
The lists of killed and wounded in my brigade in these three fights, 
amounting to three hundred and eighty-four, have already been reported 
to you. In closing this statement, General, of the part taken by my 
brigade in the battles around Richmond, I respectfully refer to the 
reports of the regimental commanders for details. Where so many 
•officers and men did their duty well, it would be difficult to particu-. 
larize But it is due to Captain Jloseoe B. Heath, my able assistant 
adjutant general, that I should acknowledge the obligation I am under 
to him for his' valuable assistance, not only on these occasions, but 
throughout his service, as the chief of my staff. Notwithstacding the 
fact that he was suffering from severe illness, he insisted on accompa- 
nying me oifthis march against my earnest advice, and, after passing 
throngn the battles of the 26t!i and 27th of June, was only induced' 
to retire by assurance from the surgeon that further exertion would 
'cost him his life. I beg to commend to your notice my aid, Lieutenant 
Win. Herwood, who evinced, throughout, zeal, enterprise and daring; 
and to my volunteer aids, Captains Win. Morriss and Philip Haxall, P 
am indebted for valuable assistance in delivering orders in entire dis- 
regard of danger, as well as in encouraging and rallying the troops. 
It was in the engagement of the 2?th of June, at Cold Harbor, that 
Captain Morriss was severely and I fear dangerousfy wounded by a 
musket ball, breaking his thigh bone. My brigade commissary, Major 
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Lewi3Ginter, and quartermaster, Major R. T. Taylor, moro than justified 
my favorable estimate of their'qualifieations. I have not referred more 
particularly to the two field batteries, attached to my brigade, com- 
manded by those accomplished officers, Captain3 Mcintosh and Greenlee 
Davidson, because they were under your immediate command. Nor 
should I omit to express my unmeasured approbation of the fidelity 
of the surgeons of this brigade in the performance of their onerous 
and. responsible labors. The chief surgeon and his assistants, I kno\r 
by personal observation, devoted thefir skill and sleepless energies to 
the alleviation of the suffering of our brave men. The infirmary 
corp3 system, too, I regard^ s wisely conceived, and was, as far as my 
observation extended, faithfully executed by the several details. 

I have the honor to be, General, 
i Your obedient servant,' • 

JOSEPH R. ANDERSON, . 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL FIELD. 



Headquarters First Brigade, Light Division, > 

♦ July 20, 1862. $• 

Major R. C. Morgan, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major: I have the honor to report that, on the 26 th nit., I was di- 
rected to cross from my camp, at Meadow Biidge, to the north side of 
the Chickahominy, as soon as General Branch's brigade, which waa 
to cross higBbr up the stream, should appear opposite to Hie. It was 
designed that this movement should take place early on the 26th, 
Certain causes having delayed its execution, it was three o'clock, P. 
M., on the 26th, when Major General A. P. Hill, commanding the divi- 
sion, directed me to wait no longer, but to cross and attack the enemy at 
Mechanicsville. The enemy made no opposition to .my passage of 
the Chickahominy, but posting skirmishers in a thick wood about a 
mile beyond, fired on the advance, wounding one man and himself 
losing one captured. From this point to Mechanicsville, the road 
was open ; but as I approached that jdace, a heavy fire from several 
batteries on my left and front and from sharpshooters, all behind en- 
trenchments,, was opened. Forming my brigade in line of battle, the 
fifty-fifth and sixtieth Virginia on the right of the road, aqd the 
fortieth and forty-seventh Virginia and second Virginia battalion on 
the left, and Pegram's battery in the centre, we steadily, and in per- 
fect line, advanced -upon the enemy, the infantry, and* artillery occa- 
sionally halting for a moment to deliver fire. « Gaining the cross 
roads, where it was known batteries had been posted, and were sup- 
posed still to be, it was found to be unoccupied— meanwhile an ac- 
tive and vigorous fire was opened on us from the batteries situated on 
the north side of Beaver Dam creek— I changed front to the left by 
throwing forward the right wing and advanced to attack them, direct- 
ing Captain Pegram* to take position and open, fire on the enemy's 
batteries, a part of General Archer's brigade having been ordered by 
General Hill to support me. About- a mile of open ground was to be 
gotten over, most of which was swept by three. or four batteries, but 
the brigade, in the original ordejr, gallantly moved forward, though 
t .eir ranks were momentarily thinned by the mgst destructive can- 
nonading I have yet .known. Our only safety from this fire lay in 
pushing forward as rapidly as possible, and getting so close to the 
enemy's infantry as to draw the fire upon his own troops, should it be 
continued. He occupied a wooded hillside overlooking Beaver Dam 
creek. Gaining a dense thicket on this side, the stream ©nly sepa- 
rating us, both sides opened with the mutket, and continued it until 
nine o'clock at^night. My brigade remained upon the ground resting 
on ttfcir arms all night. A desultory fire was maintained for some 
time next morning, but without much effect on gither side. . In this, 
our first day's Combat, a*nd first in the lives of many of the brigade, 
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all behaved well. My advance in line of battle was steady and con- 
tinuous, and being throughout in full view of the' enemy, must have 
given him no mean idea of the gallantry of 'troop3 who would press 
forward so steadily in the face of such a fire. Many a gallant fellow 
here fell, the officers leading and encouraging the men. Colonel W. 
E. Starke, sixtieth Virginia, received a painful wound in the hand. I 
suppose "it was about two o'clock on the 27th, when my brigade 
was ordered to support that of Brigadier General J. R. Anderson, in 
an attack upon what provcc\ to be the enemy's centre, at Gaines' Mill. 
Forming line of battle in a wood to the right of the road, both bri- 
gades moved forward, (mine •infsecond line), and debouche'd into an 
open field about two hundred yards from the enemy's line. Giving 
the command to charge, we rushed forward' and openeel fire within 
one hundred yards of the enemy, which was continued until forced, 
by an overpowering fire from greatly superior nnmbers, to fall back 
for support, which was received. I again formed and moved forward 
to the attack, General Archer's brigade forming on my right. Both 
brigades gallantly responded to the call, and rushed forward and 
gaining the crest of the hill were again stopped by an infantry fire 
tSiat nothing could live under. The men, however, did not retire, but 
falling on their faces, maintained, until support came up, a brisk and 
destructive fire upon, the enemy. As events afterwards proved, the 
enemy were in heavy force at this point, were admirably sheltered 
behind- temporary obstacles, such as abattis, &c, and were safe v from 
expulsion by any kiss force than that which came to jny assistance 
late in the evening. In this affair, from the long and determined 
character of the contest, my loss was heavy, Lieutenant Colonel H. 
H. Walker, fortieth Virginia^ most gallant and meritorious officer, 
being twrce wounded. It was late in the evening of the 30th when 
I was notified to move upon the field of battle as soon as possible. 
Putting the column in motion at the double-quick, we were soon upon 
the theatre of action. Forming in-line of battle, the fifty-fifth and 
sixtieth Virginia on the right of the road, and forty-seventh and the 
second Virginia battalion on the left, the command was given to cheer 
heartily and charge. About three hundred yards directly in our 
front, were two of the enemy's batteries, posted in an open field, and 
on the right and left of the road we were advancing on. I had heard 
that these batteries had been several times during the day taken and 
retaken, a constant struggle being, maintained for their possession. 
.At this time they were held by the enemy, but the horses being killed 
or wounded, he tfas unable to remove the guns. The whole line now 
rushed forward under heavy fire, beat the enemy back from the guns 
into the woods beyond, and pushing him on the right of the road 
ba^k half a mile. The two regiments on this side the road, the fifty- 
fifth and sixtieth Virginia, were at this time in the enemy's rear, having 
penetrated through his centre in the eagerness of pursuit, but were 
withdrawn before he could profit by the circumstance. , Lieutenant 
Colonel Christian was wounded, and Major Burke was killed, both 
of the fifty-fifth Virginia. Colonels Mallor^r and Starke behaved very 
handsomely here. The charge was impetuously made, and was an 
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instance .where bayonets were really crossed, several of the enemy 
being killed with that weapon, and several of the sixtieth now being 
in hospital, bearing bayonet wounds upon their persons. It is proper 
to state that the. fortieth Virginia, Colonel Brockenbroi*gh, forming 
my extreme left, became detached on account of the inequalities of 
the ground, and was not under my eye. The Colonel reports, how- 
ever, meeting with an overwhelming force a*hd his heavy loss. My 
brigade held that part of the battle-field until relieved late at night 
by s*ome fresh troops, I having in the meanwhile sent to the rear for 
horses and removed all the captured gun* and equipments to a place 
of safety.. I omitted to mention that the forth-seventh Virginia, Col- 
onel Mayo, after getting possession oY the guns on the left of the 
road, manned two of thein and used them^gainst the enemy. This 
regiment also captured Major General McCall, commanding the Fed- 
eral forces on the field. I desire to call the attention of the General 
commanding to Jhe conspicuous gallantry of Captain R. C. Collins, 
Engineer Corps. He joined me as a volunteer aid, just as we were 
going into action, and by voice and action, led and cheered the men 
through all the fight with unsurpassed spirit. The conduct of Cap- 
tain Pegram's battery in the engagements ercited my admiration^ 
Always eager, always alert, Captain Pegram was in every action 
where opportunity offered, and always doing his duty, as the loss of 
every officer, killed or wounde l,.and sixty, out of about eighty men, 
Badly attest. I trust that the merits of this officer will not go unre- 
warded by the Department. The several field officers of the brigade 
bore themselves, with but one .exception, reported elsewhere, as be- 
came accomplished and gallant officers. The particular conduct of 
subordinates is detailed in the reports herewith forxarded. My 
thanks are due to my personal staff, Wptain G. F. Harrison, assist- 
ant adjutant general, and aids, Lieutenants W. It. Mason and R. 
Robb, for zeal and intelligence throughout the week. The entire loss 
of my brigade was six hundred and three killed and wounded and 
eight made prisoners. This was about half my force at any time en- 
gaged, for I am pained to state that my brigade was, like all others 
that I met with, some officers and men either deserting the field en- 
tirely, or seeking safety by skulking behind trees, or halting outside 
the avenue of fire. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES F. FIELD, 

Brigadier General Commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PENDER. 

. * Richmond, Va., July 16, 1862. 

General: I have the honor to report that, as a part of the light 
division of the army; I Jeft my camp near Friend's house, on tbe 
Chiekahominy, Wednesday afternoon, June 25th, 1862, with my 
brigade, and marched to a point near the crossing of the Chickahom- 
iny, on the Meadow Bridge road, where I joined the division. Upon 
resuming the march next day, my brigade was placed fifth in order, 
so that after crossing, late in the afternnoon, I was ordered to cross 
the field direct for Mechanicsville, to meet the brigades in front that 
were making tRe march by the. road. Soon after leaving the ^leadow 
Bridge road, one or two pieces of artillery opened upon us from a 
wood directly above Mechanicsville.. I at once deployed into line of 
battle, bringing up one section pf Andrews' battery, ; my line was 
'then advanced,* and the enemy's artillery soon withdrew. Here, owing 
to my imperfect knowledge of the i*oad, an5 partial misleading of the 
guide, my left regiment went too far to the left and consequently did 
not join the .brigade until late at night, for while it was coming up, 
after being sent for, it was* ordered by some one to support another 
brigade, and I would here mention, it was reported to me as behaving 
well under a very murderous fire, to which it w^as soon exposed, 
losing about two. hundred men. This w T a§ the sixteenth North Caro- 
lina, 'commanded by Lieutenant Colonel McElroy. Upon reaching 
Mechanicsville, I was crdered by you* to support General Field. I 
at once made my disposition to do- so, but soon found that by taking 
the' direction General Feld was going, left his right much exposed to* 
a heavy fire of artillery, which .was playing at the same time on Pc- 
gram's battery with great effect. This artillery was obliquely to the 
right and lower down Beaver Dam creek, than I saw any troops go- 
ing. I at once changed the direction of two of my regiments, so as 
to bring them to the right of this artillery, and succeeded in retting 
•within one hifndred and fifty or 'two hundred • yards of it before we 
were opened upon ; but when they did open upon us, it was destruc- 
tive, and the obstacles so great in front of the creek and mill-dam, 
that after the thirty-eighth North Carolina had reached these obstacles, 
and within less than one hundred yardsof the enemy's rifle-pits, they 
had to fall back. This regiment here advanced boldly and maintained 
its ground well. The thirty-fourth North Carolina, the other regi- 
ment that had been led by me to the right; had made too much of a 
detour, and did not come up until the thirty-eighth was reposed. 
After bringing it* up, I sent it still further to the right, to mate as ' 
much diversion as possible in that direction. General Ripley came 
up at this time, with his brigade advancing over part of the same 
ground w r hich had been passed by the thirty-eighth North Carolina 
direction frpnt of the mill. The thirty-fourth North Carolina ad- 
vanced to the cre,ek, and there maintained its position until after 
dark, when I had it withdrawn, so that with this and General Ilipley, 
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with part of his brigade, we held the extreme right of our position 
until about daylight next morning, when I was relieved. General 
Ripley h^i been relieved before. Other brigades came up dur- 
ing the night. The twenty-second North .Carolina, whi3h ' had fol- 
lowed to support General Field, when getting to the creek near him, 
carne sudenly upon a regiment of the enemy just across the run, and 
after some little parley, opened fire, driving»the enemy quickly away/ 
but found it impossible to cross. The loss of this regiment here was 
also very heavy, amongst others, its bravo Colonel Conner, received 
a severe wound in. the leg. 1 should state, while relating the inci- 
dents of this day's fight, that Colonel Hoke, thirty-eighth Nprth 
Carolina, was also wounded and had to leave the field. The adjutant 
of the thirty-eighth was wounded also, but nobly maintained his posi- 
tion until after dark. 

At daylight, on Friday morning, I had changed my position, in 
obedience to your orders, bringing my brigade strictly in front of the 
mill, on Beaver Dam creek. About- this time, the enemy seemed to 
make a faint attack upon Jhe troons on my right, when those brigades 
moved forward, «xud I movd mine forward also, until they had gained 
the creek, getting in the bed of it.* Here our line was halted until 
a general concert of action could be had, by which their attention* 
might be diverted to the extreme right from those in the immediate 
front At this time, I brought up a section from each of three batte- 
ries I found in the plain in the rear. One of these was from the Donelson 
artillery, under Lieutenant Moran, who shelled them with spirit and 
effect, his men being exposed to a galling fire from the enemy's sharp- 
shooters, not two hundred yardfs off, in the rifle-pits. The section of 
Andrews' battery (Maryland) was under Lieutenant Dimint, who also* 
did fine service. Captain Andrews, as usual, was present, chafing for 
a fight. I do not know to whose battery the other section belonged. 
We moved forward soon after crossing the run and mill race, with 
great difficulty. . The thirty-fourth North Carolina, Colonel Riddick, 
was the first to gain the enemy's, works, but they had a few moments 
before left under coyer of their rifle-pits. I should here mention that 
a part of Andrews' battery was engaged with the enemy before, as- 
sisting Pegram's battery. After crossing the creek, we marched 
down the Chickahominy, not meeting the enemy until we reached 
Gaines' Mill, who opposed the right brigades of the division. I here 
brought up two sections of Andrews' battery, under Lieutenants 
Dimint and Dabney, who shelled the enemy with considerable effect. 
We again moved forward, crosssing at Gaines' Mill. Soon I was or- 
dered by you to pass to the right and throw out skirmishers, and, if 
poss^le, to surround the enemy who were lower down the stream. 

.We drove them off ; but they retired upon their main body. Here, 
again, a portion of Andrews' battery was brought into play, with the 
desire to draw fire from the enemy's artillery, and to show us its lo- 
cality, but failed to do so. Through the misconception of an order, 
by Colonel Riddick, his regiment had not come up, and I fofPnd my- 
self weak, and asked for support. General Archer was sent forward, 
and I was ordered to support General Branch, farther up the road. 
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I found Colonel Riddick at the forks of the road, near Cold Harbor, 
and my brigade was at once ordered into action. I formed into line 
of battle, and moved. into the wood on right of the right Jiand road, 
finding only the enemy and a fragment of one of our regiments. We 
were soon hotly engaged, and drove the enemy slowly before us for 
about two hundred and fifty yards. My brigade had started in weak, 
and suffered, heavily here,; and, seeing fresh regiments of the enemy 
coming up constantly, I sent my aid, Lieutenant Young, to ask for 
support. Two of my regiments, tenth and twenty-second North Car- 
olina, had gained the crest of the open ground, getting into the en- 
emy's camp, but finding themselves flanked, fell back, which caused 
those o.n the left who were not so far advanced, to fall back also. 
About this time, Colonel C. C. Lee, thirty-eighth North Carolina, 
who had been £ent to pur support, came up. My men were rallied, 
and pushed forward again, but did not advance far before they fell 
back ; and I think I do but justice to my men to say that they did 
not eomtnencejt. The enemy, were continually bringing up fresh . 
troops and succeeded in driving us from the road. My men here 
fought nobly, and maintained their ground with great stubbornness. 
The left was subject to an enfilading fire from musket and cannon. 

It was now nearly night, and here ended the parfr taken by my bri- 
gade except so far as Lieutenant Young, my aid, was concerned, fop 
he not being satisfied «with fighting as long as his General, went back 
and remained principally with General Ewell until the battle was 
closed. I would here state that Lieutenant Young acted t*oth on this 
day and the day previous, with the most heroic bravery and coolness. 
Words fail me in expressing my admiration of his conduct, through 
the whole of the Chickahominy battles. I here lost Colonel Green, 
my volunteer aid, which was irreparable, he was an accomplished offi- 
cer, and won the highest praise for his noble conduct. lie was a nohle 
man lost on that glorious day. Lieutenant Hinsdale, my A. A A. 
General, was also of great service, and deserves the highest praise. 

Before goingfurther I must particularize a liule. Lieutenant Colonel , 
McElroy, commanding fifteenth, Lieutenant Colonel Gray and Major 
Cole, twenty-second, acted with great courage and judgement, leading 
their regiments forward promptly and with determination, not halting for 
a moment until they found the enemy in their rear. Colonel Riddick 
was here wounded, leaving his regiment without a field officer. Up 
to this time I had lost my volunteer aid, killed, my three colonels 
wounded, also tjhree adjutants wounded, and Lieutenant Young slightly 
wounded on the sidp qf tlie head. The thirty- fourth, Colonel Riddick, 
lost in this short fight between twenty and thirty in killed. 

Sunday, we crossed the Chickahominy, marching down the south 
side of tire river. Meeting the enemy again on Monday morning, my 
brigade, after being in direct range of the enemy's shell for some time, 
was ordered forward and went in rear of Kershaw's brigade, at least 
his men were coming out from my front as we went in. Reaching the 
furth?r side of the field on the light, at the junction of the Long 
Bwdge and Darbytown roads, we came in contact with the enemy once 
more. Here, just as my brigade was getting under fire, a regiment 
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of the enemy came down at double-quick in our front, passing from 
right to left, apparently not seeing us, when in our front, about seventy, 
five yanjs^off, our men fired a volley into them and scattered them 
in every direction. In our front was a fine battery or rifle pieces 
that had been abandoned, but they were apparently trying to regain 
it, as we bad quite a skirmish near it. They # continued to make efforts 
here to flank us. They had quite a force upon my right, which was 
several times pushed forward. General Field, ' I have since learned, 
was a long way in front; but the enemy w r ere "in considerable force 
between us, if I am to judge from the stand they made. 

At this position I left a few men to hold the flanji., and pushed for- 
ward the rest well into the woods and, but for the untimely failure of 
ammunition, would have captured many prisoners ; they -were in con- 
siderable disorder, but were still too strong to be attacked with what 
few men I had, most of whom, were without ammunition. We here 
soon forced a battery, w r hich had opened upon our right, to limber up 
and leave; they evidently, from what *I saw and from what I heard 
from prisoners, h*d a strong force within a few hundred yards of these 
batteries. Dark coming on, I withdrew my men to the edge of the 
woods, holding our ground and the batteries taken. " I had but a 
handful of men, but succeeded in getting two other regiments, I founjl 
near by General Field's brigade, which he had withdrawn, posting 
them so as to form the front, while I held the right flank, d subse- 
quently led forward one of these regiments and ordered it to move in 
such a direction as to flank a force which seemed to be hotly engaging 
a part of our troop3 on the left of the road. After making these 
arrangements, I found that General Archer was on my right flank. 
This ended the fighting of my brigade in the late operations before 
Richmond, for, although ordered into action next evening, # we did not 
get in, owing to the lateness ot the hour, the thickness of the wood, and 
my ignorance of the relative position of our-forces. 

My aid, Lieutenant Young, had two horses shot under him in this 
engagement, and then tock the colors of one of the regiments leading 
it promptly and well to the front. Lieutenant Colonels McElroy and 
Ray, the latter assisted by Major Cole, displayed their usual boldness 
in leading their regiments to. the front. The thirty-eighth North 
Carolina here, as on Thursday, behaved well. I .would mention tnat 
the thirty-fourth North Carolina, on Friday, behaved with great credit 
under a heavy and murderous cross fire ; and here let me meittion that 
Lieutenant Shotwell, thirty-fourth North Carolina, cannot be spoken 
of too. highlv for his gallant conduct, for he was not satisfied to take 
the colors, out seized the color-bearer and rushed him to the front, thus 
encouraging the enemy to move forward, at a very critical moment. 

There are numerous instances of noble conduct by numbers of . my 
command, but space would fail to mention all, and I will leave the re- 
sult of their efforts to show how most of them 'did. I am forced to 
Bay that we hadWny cases of sha/neful and disgraceful desertions of 
their colors. 

. Here. I would menti on the loss, on Thursday, of a most competent 
and gallant oScer, Major Bronaugh, of the second Arkansas bat- 



255 



talion; with his death caased the .battalion, so far as was concerned its 
usefulness on the field. 

My total loss in killed and wounded was about eight hundred; 
The brigade left camp on the evening of the 25th, with between 
twenty-three and twenty-four hundred, including Andrew's, battery, 
thus showing a loss of over one third of my entire command. 

Andrews' battery behaved, on all occasions, with conspicuous cool- 
ness and bravery ; their loss was, however, slight. % The service has 
lost for a time, if not'permanently, an invaluable and accomplished 
officer in Colonel Conner, twenty-second Nortn Carolina. Colonels 
Hoke and Riddick, the former wounded- on Thursday, the latter on 
Friday, were great losses to me. In conclusion, I would mention Mr. 
Goldman, an independent with the thirty-eighth North Carolina, who 
acted, with the most conspicuous bravery and courage, also great 
capacity. He should be rewarded. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

VT. D. .PENDER, 
Brigadier General Sixth Brigade, Light Division. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL ARCHER. 



Headquarters Fifth Brigade, Light Division,? 

• July 10, 1862. ( 

f Captain: I have the honor to report that* on the evening of, the 
26th of June, by direction of Major General. A. -P. Hill, I marched 
my brigade, one*thousand two hundred and twenty-eight strong, into 
Meehanicsville, and thence up the Mechanicsville turnpike, in line of 
battle, the left guided by the line of the turnpike — the nineteenth 
Georgia, Lieutenant Colonel Johnson, on the left; the first Tennes- 
see, Lieutenant Colonel Shackleford, on the right ; the fifth Alabama 
battalion, Captain Vandegraff, and the seventh Tennessee, Colonel 
Goodner, supporting. • The fourteenth Tennessee, Colonel Forbes, 
was separated from me during the movement, becoming involved with 
General Field's brigade, and did not join me until night. The bri- 
gade moved on steadily to the Beaver Dam creek, under a heavy fire 
of artillery and rifles from the batteries and strongly entrenched po- 
sition of the enemy on the opposite bank. Night closed in before a 
crossing could be effected. We remained during the night in posses- 
sion of the ground we had gained, and the next morning the enemy 
abandoned their works. My loss in this action was forty-three 
killed and one hundred aiyi seventy-one wounded. Among the for- 
mer was Lieutenant Colonel Johnson, commanding nineteenth 
Georgia,, whp fell gallantly cheering his men in battle, and among 
the latter was the gallant and efficient Captain Vandegraff. 

On the 27th, at Cold Harbor, my brigade, reduced to less than 
one tli^usand men, advanced alone and unsupported, across an ppen 
field, to attack the enemy, strongly posted and protected in the wood 
beyond by works which, a short time afterwards, required seven bri- 
gades to carry. The troops under my command, except the nineteenth 
Georgi t, which was held in reserve, advanced, at a double-quick to 
within twenty steps of the breastworks, whenAthey fell back before 
the irresistible fire of artillery and rifles. The obvious impossibility 
of carrying the position without support prevented me from attempt- 
ing to check the retreat. Had they not fallen back, I would myself 
have ordered it. A half hour later my brigade, constituting the 
right of the light division, again moved forward to the attack of the 
Barne position, and entered it in the front line of attack. Beyond 
this point my brigade, worn out, exhausted and intermingled with 
the regimegts and brigades of the supporting line, did not advance as 
an organized body. With a few of my command, however, (mostly 
Georgians, who/not having been engaged in the first charge, were 
fresher than the rest.) and some soldiers of other brigades, 1 con- 
tinued on from a quarter to half a mile further, under a heavy 
artillery fire from batteiies which were taken by Hood's brigade. 
While under the eminence on which they were posted, I was forming 
for attack the few men, not more than one hundred, remaining with 
me. I remained on the field during the night, and the next morning 
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was spent in burying the dead and attending the wounded. My lose 
in this action w^s forty-nine killed and two hundred and seventy- one 
wounded, making the total loss in the two battles five hundred and 
forty-two, besides Corporal Trezevant, of the Hampton legion, in 
command of my couriers, killed, and James L. Crittenden, volunteer 
aid, wounded. All the field officers' of the nineteenth Georgia, first 
and seventh Tennessee, regiments, and the two senior captains suc- 
cessively in command of * the fifth Alabama battalion, *y ere killed or 
wounded. I regret that the short period of my service with the 
brigade, and want of personal acquaintance with the officers and sol- 
diers, renders it impossible for me to name many whose distinguished 
gallantry I noticed on the field. 1 have, therefore, to refer you to 
the accompanying reports of the regimental commanders. I should 
not, however, fail to remember the intrepidity of Lieutenant Colonel 
ShacUleford, who was killed while most gallantly discharging his duty, 
and of J v W.. Williams, sergeant major of the nineteenth Georgia. 
Mr. George Lemon, my volunteer aid and acting adjutant, and James 
L. Crittenden, volunteer aid, rendered throughout the most gallant 
and efficient service, both the regular officers of my staff being absent 
sick. The couriers of the cavalry of Hampton's legion, attached to 
my staff, rendered fearless and valuable service. Captain Carter 
Braxton, with his Fredericksburg battery, seconded by Lieutenant 
Marye, rendered efficient service in both actions and displayed re- 
markable skill and gallantry. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. ARCHER, 
* Brigadier General commanding. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL BRANCH. 



Headquarters Fourth Brigade, LigUt Division, 

Major R. C. Morgan, ♦ 
Assistant Adjutant General # 

Major: On Tuesday, 24th of June, I received orders from General 
Lee to take a position on the Chickahominy, near Half Sink, on*Wedr 
nesday evening, and to cross the river, and take the road to Mechan-* 
icsville, as soon as I should he informed by General Jackson that he 
had crossed the Central railroad. In my written orders it was stated 
that General Jackson would cross the railroad at three o'clock, Thurs- 
day morning; and allowing one'hour for the transmission' of the mes* 
fcage; I was under arms, and prepared to cross at four o'clock, A. M., 
of Thursday. Not having received any intelligence from General 
Jackson, and General Lee's written orders *to me being explicit, there 
was no danger of my making a false movement ; but, after eight o'clock 
in the morning, I received from you anorder, in these words 1 : " Wait 
for Jackson's notification before you move, unless I send other or- 
ders." Up to this time, my brigade was in'the open fields near tho 
banks of the stream, and in full view of the enemy's pickets, on tho 
other side. To deceive them as to my purpose, I now marched it 
back half a mile, in the direction of my camp, at Brooke church, and 
masked it in the woods. At a few minutes after ten o'clock, A. M., 
I received from General Jackson a note, informing me that the head 
6f his column was, at the moment of his writing, 44 crossing the Cen- 
tral railroad^." In less than ten minutes my column, which had been 
resting on # it3 arms for six hours, was in motion, and soon reached 
the north bank of the Chickahominy. Placing the seventh North 
Carolina regiment (Colonel R. P. Campbell) at the head of the column, 
with a section of Captain Marmaduke Johnson's battery, ancl throw- 
ing forward the picked companies of that regiment, under command 
of-Lieutenant Colonel Haywood, as skirmishers, I turned sharply to 
the right, and directed my course down the river. The enemy's 
pickets retired before us, and offered no resistance until we approached 
Atlee's Station, on the Central railroad. At that place a stand was 
made, but they were forced to flee precipitately, leaving behind a 
cavalry guidon,^vhich fell into the hands of the seventh regiment, afld 
much personal baggage. Thence onward, they resisted our advance 
at every favorable point, but with no other effect than to retard, with-- 
out checking, my march. Near Crenshaw's, the road on which the 
column commanded by Major General Ewell was advancing, and that 
on which I was advancing, approach within one-fourth of a mile of 
each other. 9 The heads of our columns reached this point simulta- 
neously ; and, after a short personal interview between General Ewell 
and myself, we proceeded on our respective routes. After dislodging 
the enemy from several ambuscades, with only a small loss to my 
command, I reached the' Meadow Bridge road, where I learned from 
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stragglers that Major General Hill had crossed the Chickahominy, 
without opposition, with the remainder of the division, and gone on 
towards Mechanicsville, then distant about ahe and a half miles. A 
courier from the General soon assured me of the correctness of the 
information, and, drawing in my skirmishers, I made all haste to join 
hinrat Mechanicsville. My brigade reached the 'field about an hour 
before sunset, and halting it, I rode forward over the field, t6 report to 
the General for orders. ♦ I did not find him ; but simultaneously with 
my return, he rode up, and, after a short time, ordered me to proceed; 
with a guide, to the part of the field occupied by the remainder of his 
division. Marching my brigade, over a broad extent of cleared 
ground, swept by the artillery of the enemy, I reached the designated 
point at dusk, and having no time, nor sufficient light, to reconnoitre 
the ground, I placed my command in a field, to support a battery on 
my left, which seemed to be doing~good service, and to be much ex- 
posed. There we slept in line of battle. 

Early Friday morning, the enemy opened a heavy fire of artillery;, 
joid long-range musketry, on my line, from their redoubts and rifle- 
pits, but as they attempted no advance, my men were ordered to lie* 
upon the ground, and the injury inflicted was small. About eight 
o'clock, by order of General Lee, I .occupied a piece of ground in 
front of Brigadier General Archer, but finding myself strong eno.ugh 
to hold both, did not abandon #my former position. About nine 
o'cl6ck, I was ordered, by Major General Hill, " As soon as you see 
any movement on the right or left, or hear heavy musket firing, ad- 
vance also, and storm the creek." My brigade was immediately 
formed for^ the .assault; and learning- that Brigadier General Ander- 
son, of Major General D II. Hill's division, had crossed the creek 
above the enemy's works, I w T as in the act of advancing to storm the 
redoubts in front of me, when I learned ttrat the enemy had evacuated 
them. Crossing the creek, and turning to the right, through the 
woods, I passed Nownilly'a mill, and fell into the road by which the 
remainder of the division was pursuing the enemy. On the by-road, 
passing Nownilly's mill, the evidences of a route and precipitate 
flight were most striking. On reaching Cold Harbor, I was ordered 
by you to take position across the road, connecting with General 
Gregg on the left, and General Anderson on the right. Before ready- 
ing the point designated by you, I encountered the enemy in great 
force. Colonel- Campbell (seventh regiment) promptly engaged them, 
and whilst I was placing the remainder of the brigade in position, I 
received from Major General Hill an order to move t'wo .regiments 
into action by their left flank, and to hold the other three in reserve. 
In compliance With the order, the seVenth and twenty-eighth North 
Carolina were ordered to take position on the left of the road, whilst 
the thirty-seventh, thirty-third and eighthteenth North Carolina, were 
held in reserve, in a ravine about one hundred and fifty yards in theit*- 
rear. Receiving no further orders from you in regard to the reserve, 
and finding the -pres'sure greater than my two regiments could sustain, 
the remaining three regiments were placed in action on the right of 
cite road./ My brigade held its ground with heroic tenacity,, but 
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must have been driven back, by overwhelming forces, but, for the 
timely arrival of reinforcements. The seventh regiment, having been 
the first engaged,, and having remained continuously under heavy fire, 
suffered most severely in officers and men. Lieutenant Colonel Reuben 
P. Campbell, who might be justlyclassed among "the bravest of the 
brave," fell whilst bearing in his hand the* colors of his regiment. 
Brave and honorable as a„ man and skillful as an officer, his loss 
to the brigade was irreparable. - The enemy having been driven from 
the field, my brigade bivouacked near it. During the march of Sun- 
day and Monday in pur$uit of the enemy, nothing note-worthy oc- 
curred until Monday afternoon, about two o'clock,, when I was 
ordered by Major General Hill to mask my brigade in a wood to the 
right of the road. I remained but a few minutes in that position, 
when the shells of the enemy's artillery commenced to fall near us, 
andd was orderd to proceed and attack. Having no guide and no 
knowledge of the enemy's.position, I took the direction , whence came 
the shells, which carried'tne to the right of the road. 

'Forming my line of battle in" a cleared field, and advancing, we so$n 
encountered the enemy and drove them for nearly a mile. This was 
♦done under the fire of two batteries — one of which we silenced and 
the other of which enfiladed the left of my line.. After proceeding 
about this distance, "the enemy's force rapidly accumulated as they 
fell back, and finding that the enemy -extended much beyond my right 
flank, no further advance was attempted. At dark I placed my brig- 
ade in bivouack on the edge of the battle-field, and having reported 
to Major General Hill through a member of my staff", was ordered to 
remain there until- daylight, and then return to the point from which 
I had started into battle the previous afternoon. In this* engagement 
I had the misfortune to lose Colonel Charles C. Lee, of the thirty- 
seventh regiment. A thoroughly educated soldier and an exemplary 
gentleman, whose whole life had been devoted to the profession of 
arms, the service lost in him one of its most promising officers. 

During the afternoon of Tuesday I received marching orders, and 
after proceeding a short distance down the road on which we had pre- 
viously been moving, was ordered to return to camp. I was. ♦return- 
ing, when a heavy fire of artillery and small arms on the left showed 
that an attack had been made on Malvern Hill and it was clear that 
our forces were being driven back. Orders were given tome to move 
in quickly to the support of our forces engaged, and I did so at a 
double-quick across the fields.; On arriving near the field of battle, 
a staff officer of some of the commands engaged volunteered to direct 
me to the position in which I could render most service. Under his 
directions I had posted two of my regiments and was in the act of 

Costing the remainder, when I ascertained that I had been misled, 
■aking the* troops I still had present with me, I proceeded towards 
i,he left and reached a position near to the enemy's batteries, but 
«till too far for my short range guns and in full range of their artil- 
lery. Making my men lie on the ground, they remained in the posi- 
tion until the firing from our side had ceased; then collecting my 
brigade, I returned to my camp of the morning. Thus ended the 
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actuaLfighting of this memorable week, the enemy having during the- 
night evacuated Malvern Hill. During the. whole of it, officers and 
men alike, had been without cooking utensils or their baggage. My 
loss was about seven hundred and fifty in killed and wounded, and about 
fifty in missing. A list of the names having been furnished, a more 
precise statement in this report is not deemed necessary. Colonels 
Lane and Cowan and Lieutenant Colonels Haywood, Barbour, Hoke, 
and Perdie, all of whom commanded their regiments during the whole 
or part of the week, merit esp^ial commendation. There are many 
officers whose good conduct would cause me to take pleasure in 
making special mention of them, but it is. necessary that I confine 
myself to commanders of regiments, referring as I do, to their re- 
ports for the names of officers under them, who distinguished them- 
selves. I take pleasure in recommending to the favorable considera- 
tion of the Government those thus "mentioned. My staff suffered in 
an t unusual degree. My assistant adjutant general, Captain W. E. 
Cannady, had been with me since my appointment to the command of 
a regiment,' and in all situations had shown himself true and faithful. 
After leaving Mechanicsville, he was. obliged to return to the hospital, 
% and before the close' of the expedition died of typhoid fever. My 
aid-de-camp, W. A. Blount, was severely wounded at Cold Harbor, 
and Lieutenant F. T. Hawks, assistant engineer, was seriously 
injured on Tuesday. «My ordnance officer, Lieutenant James A. 
Bryan, though instructed to remain with his train in the rear, placed 
it* in charge, of an assistant and continued with me on the field 
throughout the expedition. My quartermaster, Jos. A. Engelhard, 
did the same as soon as it was possible. All the gentlemen named 
bore themselves with marked gallantry and devotion. Captain Mar- 
maduke Johnson's battery was attached to my brigade until so much 
disabled in action as to render it necessary to order it to the rear for 
repairs. I have reason to think that it performed very important ser- 
vice, but as it was .not under my eye and I hare received no report 
from the captain, I am not able to report the particulars of its action. 

I beg leave tQ say, in conclusion, that it w-as a week of hard fight- 
ing and hard marching with'my brigade, presenting few incidents to 
be committed to paper. I herewith present reports from the com- 
manders of my regiments, to which I ask the attention of the Major- 
General commanding the division. 

Very respectfuly, your obedient servant, 

• L. O'B. BRANCH, 9 

Brigadier Generals 



COLONEL WARREN'S REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF THIRD 

BRIGADE. 



* , Camp Frescatti, July 2i % 1862. . 

Major R. L. Dabney, 

uissistant Adjutant Geneml : 

Major : In accordance with an order from general headquarters, I 
have the honor tc submit the following report of the services, rendered 
by the third brigade, army of the Valley, in the several engagements 
on the Chickahominy : 

Thursday, June 26th, 1862, thjs brigade,, under -command of the 
late Colonel Fulkerson, of the thirty-seventh Virginia- regiment, 
bivoliacked on the north side of the Chickahominy and below Mechan- 
icsvillc, having marched that day from Hughs' Tavern, near Ash* 
land. Early Friday morning, it was on the road, and during the day 
kept well closed up on the. brigade, which immediately preceded it. 
About five o'clock, P. M., .the brigade, except Captain Wooding's bat- . 
tery, was ordered forward, when leaving the road on^rjur left, wo 
marched by the right flank through a wood, and crossing a branch to 
an open field in which the* first brigade was forming, passing through 
this field arid another skirt of woods, we entered a large grain field 
where we were exposed to & harmless fire. Here the brig'ade was 
formed in line of battle, the thirty-seventh Virginia, commanded by 
Major (now Colonel) Williams, on the right, the eighth Virginia, un- 
der my command, in the centre, and the twenty-third Virginia, under 
Captain A. V. .Scott, on the left. Soon after the brigade was formed 
it was ordered forward,, as I was then informed to drive the enemy 
from his works in the woods on the hill in front. The brigade moved 
forward rapidly with a shout, crossing the field' and up to the enemy's 
works on the hill, which we found* deserted, except by dead and 
wounded. We continued to advance until we came up to Brigadier 
General Hood's brigade, which being at a halt, the third was also 
halted, and Colonel Fulkerson went forward to examine- the position 
of the enemy, when we received a heavy fire from the right, and the 
.gallant Fulkerson fell mortally* wounded. The fire was returned by 
anot^r brigade on our right, and the enemy disappeared under cover 
of the darkness. The command of the brigade now devolved on the 
undersigned, andf by request of Brigadier General Hpod, I relieved 
his brigade, and having deployed shirmishers in front, bivouacked for 
"the night, the engagement being at an end.* The next morning I 
moved -the brigade forward, with skirmishers in front, and had the 
satisfaction to encounter a portion of the enemy's cavalry, which fled 
> precipitately «at the first fire of the skirmishers. We took also a 
number of prisoners. Pubsequently, pursuant to orders, I reported* 
r*o Brigadier .General Whiting for ord$r3, and Brigadier Qeneral 
-Hampton* was assigned to the command of the brigade. Saturday and • 
^Sunday, the brigade was bivouacked in front" of McGee's house. Early 
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Monday morning, it crossed to the south* side of the Chickahorainy 
with the rest of the army of the Valley, and that evening, with the 
other brigade of* Brigadier General Whiting's division, was ordered 
to* the support of our batteries at White Oak Swamp. 

Tuesday morning we again took the road in pursuit of the enemy, 
who we encountered rather' suddenly about two and a half miles from 
pur bivouac of the previous night.' The third brigade was ordered 
into position on the right of the road* near a corn-field, and skirmish- 
ers from the tenth Virginia Regiment were deployed in front. Sub- 
sequently we were ordered to a jtDsifeion in a large grain field on the 
left, where we remained during the rest of theiday and night, and 
more exposed to a heavy battery of the enemy. 

Our casualties were* however, bi* slight, for which we are alone 
indebted to the mercy of the Divine Being. 

The action of Captain Wdbding not coming under my observation 
from the fact that I did not command the briga4"e, I^respectfully refer 
to his report herewith enclosed. For a list of casualties, I refer to 
the accompanying ' report from the' different regiments. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

• E. T. H. WARREN, 

Colonel Tenth Virginia Regiment, 
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL CUNNINGHAM'S REPORT OF 
OPERATIONS OF SECOND BRIGADE. 1 



Headquarters Second Brigade, > 
Camp near Liberty Milk, Va. 9 July 24, 1862. ) 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, A. A! General, V. D. : 

Captain : In the absence of I^fig^dier General Jones, from sick- 
ness, I have the honor, to submit the following report of the recent 
operations of the second brigade, army of the Valley, before Rich- 
mond: ^ 9 

On the 27th June, we were aroused, soon after daylight, by heavy 
and continuous cannonading on our righfe our position being on the 
Meadow Bridge road. »Soon after, the brigade was put in motion, in 
the direction of C&ld Harbor, moving slowly, with frequent halts, the 
brigade being in* the extreme rear,, and immediately behind the first 
brigade, Valley District. We moved in this way untn about five 
o'clock, P. M., when I was ordered, by yourself, and soon after by 
Major Dabney, A. A. General, to carry the brigade into action, to 
fo*in on the right of the third brigade, Colonel Fulkerson command- 
ing, and to advance .with this briga%e. I moved the brigade quite 
rapidly, through the woods, at one time causing it to double-quick for 
a short distance, in order to keep in sight of the third brigade. It 
was at this point,. that the first Virginia battalion, Captain Leigh com- 
manding, was separated from the brigade. 

I refer you to Captain Leigh's report, enclos^ herewith, for fur- 
ther information as to the operations of the battalion during this 
evening. 

I formed the the brigade in line of battle, under, cover of a hill, 
protecting us from the enemy's shell, and, at about* seven o'clock, 
moved forward in line of battle, to relieve Brigadier General Wilcox, 
at the request of an aid of Major General Longstreet. I carried th,e 
brigade, under direction of Brigadier General Wilcox, to a point, of 
woods 6n the extreme right of our lines, and about one half .mile 
from the Chickahominy river. The enemy, however, when we ar- 
rived at the woods, had been driven out, by an attack in flank, by 
General R. H. Anderson's brigade, and we had only to secure about 
forty prisoners, who were trying 1^|make their escape. We occupied 
the ground which had been held by Butterfield's brigade, that night. , 

In moving to our first position, four men, in the forty-eighth Vir- 
ginia regiment, were slightly wounded. 

On the morning of Saturday, the 28th - June, we left our position-, 
and, soon after daylight, formed on the right of the first brigade, V. 
D., in the extreme front, where we remained until about nine o'clock, 
A. M., when I wa3 ordered, by the Major General commanding, to 
take the brigade to a house* occupied by Brigadier General Winder, 
for headquarters, and to rest the men in the shade of trees in the 
yard. 
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On Saturday and Sunday, the 28th and 29th of June, we remained 
near, Cold Harbor, comparatively inactive. 

Brigadier General Jone^took command of thebrigado on Sunday 
morning. 

On Monday, the 30th June, we crossed the Chickahominy, and en- 
camped that night near the White Oak Swamp. 

On Tuesday, the 1st July, we moved in the direction of Malvern 
Hill, halting frequently. At ^bout five 'o'clock, P. M./ we were 
drawn up in line of battle, in "body of woods on the right of the 
road, and about four hundred yards in advance of a church, our po- 
sition being immediately in rear of the first brigade. We .had, seve- 
ral times, to shift our position, to avoid a great number of sheila 
thrown near us by the enemy, by which a captain and two men, in the 
forty-eighth Virginia regiment were slightly wounded. About dark, 
the brigade was moved, by the left 0 flank, out of the road, and pro- 
ceeded slowly, in the direction of the firing, for a short distance, when 
it was stopped by some confusion in the brigade in front of us. At 
this point, Brigadier (general Jones received a contusion on the knee 
from a piece of shell, when the command of the brigade again de- 
volved on me. As soon as the road was somewhat cleared, I led the 
brigade forward, and occupied a position immediately on the road, and 
about twenty (20) paces in rear of the first brigade. We remained 
in this position until sunrise, next morning, 2d July, when .we re- 
traced our .steps, and went into camp near the church mentioned be- 
fore and remained during the day and night. 

On Thursday, the 3d July, we moved in the direction of the Long 
m Bridge, and encamped that night abbut two miles from our last posi- 
tion. * dtf > ft . frf ~ f - » ' in na.*« 

I should have mentioned before that Brigadier General Jones re- 
sumed the command -on the morning of the 2d July. 

On Friday, the 4th July., we moved to .the field opposite Westover, 
where . we were drawn- up in line of battle until late in the afternoon, 
when we went into camp in a body of woods on our left. We re- 
mained in this wood until Monday, the 7th July, when we relieved a 
part of General Whiting's division, oirpicfeet. 

On Tuesday, the 8th July, we left our camp near Westove^ and 
started in the direction of Richmond. . * 



Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. H. CUNMNGHAM, Jr\, 
Lieutenant Colonel, commanding second brigade, 

Jw m ** *** I BM • *r*u»* «v~» » r 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL 0. S. WINDER. 

Headquarters First Brigade, V. D., ) 
July 9, 1862. \ 

Captain* A. S. Pendleton, A. A. Gefral, . * ' 

Headquarters Valhy District : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of this brigade from 27th day of June to July 1st, 1862, inclu- 
sive :• • « 

The brigade left bivouac, near Tottopotomy Creek, about five, A. 
M., being in rear of the column, except one brigade. The march was 
slow and tedious — firing was heard on the 'right. Between four and * 
five, P. M., 1 received orders from General Ewell to move up rapidly. 
I ordered the ordnance wagons and artillery to* halt, and moved the 
brigade from the column, filing to our right through a wood and swamp, 
directing the head of the column to the point where I heard the 
heaviest fire. On reaching a clear field, near Cold Harbor, I formed 
my regiment, and led the head of the column near the Telegraph road, 
where the brigade was massed by regiments. Finding Major General 
A. P. Hill, senior officer present, I reported my arrival, and asked for 
orders ; he directed me to detach two regiments to support a battery. 
I ordered Colonel J. W. Allen, second regiment, and Colonel W. II. 
Baylor, fifth regiment Virginia volunteers, to move forward to execute • 
this order, which was rapidly done. 

After waiting some half hour, I was ordered by General Hill to 
charge the enemy's line with my command. I immediately formed line 
of battle with the thirty-eighth regiment, Colonel Neff, twenty seventh, 
Colonel Grigsby, fourth Colonel Ronald, the Irish battalion, Captain 
Lee, who w.as near, and moved forward. As the line advanced, Colo- 
nels Allen and Baylor formed |n the left, <<nd the entire line moved 
forward in handsome style,* through, a swamp and thick unjiergrowth 
of laurel and bushes. ^ On emerging from this, finding the line some- 
what broken in consequence of th'is swamp, I ordered all troops, whom 
I found in front, to join their commands, making the line continuous. 

'Lieutenant Colonel Geary, Hampton's Legion ; Colonel Bradley T. 
$ Johnson, first Maryland regiment; twelfth Alabama regiment*; fifty- 
eecond Virginia, Lieutenant Colonel 'Spinner; thirty-eighth Georgia, 
Captain and A. A. General Lawton commanding, joined this line, and 
moved in splendid style over the "field, the enemy retiring before it, 
long ere it was possible to use the bayonet. 

The second and fifth regiments Virginja volunteers moved so rapidly 
they got in advance of the line receiving a heavy fire which thinned 
their ranks, depriving them of some of their best officers. Nothing 
daunted they held their ground until the line came up, and moved on 
with that same impetuousity and determination. « 

Here that gallant officer, Colonel J. W. Allen,, second regiment, fell 
• \ 
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mortally wounded, whilst leading his command in* the charge. He was 
a true soldier and gentleman, whose loss to his regiment, country and 
friends will be long mourned, though falling in so sacred a cause. 
His patriotism and noble character had endeared him to all. At the 
same tinle that meritorious soldier and gentleman*, Major F. B.» Jones, 
of same regiment, fell mortally wounded. His mild and gentlemanly 
marfner had long since endeared him to all, and deeply is his loss felt 
and regretted. 

The line advanced steadily under the fire of t^p batteries, and much 
infantry, and the enemy were driven some three hundred yards beyond 
McGee's house ; this "being beytmd their last position, the line was 
halted. The lateness of the hour (about nine, P. M.) and ignorance 
of the country .prevented any further pursuit of the enemy. At this 
time, Major General D. H. Hill came on the field, and I relinquished 
the Command to him. Upon consultation* with him, it was decided to 
retire the line of battle to the crest in the rear. This I did, and took 
tne necessary precautions to guard- against any surprise. 

I cannot speak too highly of the officers and' men of my brigade, 
in which, for the time, I must include the Irish battalion, Captain 
Lee. Their coolness, bravery and discretion entitles them to my warmest 
gratitude, ajs also, those serving under me a portion of the time, 
especially that gallant soldier* and gentlemari Colonel Bradley T. 
Johnson, with his small band of veteran's, ever ready to advance on 
the enemy and aid^our cause. 

Colonel Baylor and his regiment were subjected* to a heavy fire. of 
artillery and infantry, but 'he held the regiment well in hand, moving 
up in gallant style, '.though he lost heavily he'held the extreme left, 
and delivered to me two Parrotjt guns, a part of . the fruits of his 
victory. * 

Upon Lieutenant Colonel L. Botts, devolved the command' c-f the 
second regiment after the fall of Colonel, Allen, and this command ho 
exercised with* coolness and bravery, reflecting much credit.upon him- 
self and regiment. The other regiments were led up by their respec- 
tive commanders, in fine order, though^their position* did not place 
them under such heavy fire. 

My thanks are eminently due fo*my staff, Captain O'Brien and Lieu- 
tenants Howard and Garnett, for the promptness with which they 
transmitted my orders, and the assistance rendered me during the 
evening, exposed to a heavy fire frequently and at great risk. Also 
to Mr. Samuel D. 'Mitchell, of Richmond, a volunteer aid, who was 
ever ready and prompt to transmit my orders to any.point, regardless 
of his own-life. He fell, mortally wounded, whilst with the second 
regiment, in advance, and expired iii a few moments, one of the many 
instances of the self-sacrificing spirits of our young men. 

Two' revolving guns, one Napoleon gun and many small arms and • 
6tores were collected by Lieutenant Garnett, ordnance officer of the 
brigade, on the morning of the 28th, and sent to the rear. 

Shortly after daylight,. on this morning, the pickets were advanced 
to a wood in front, and many prisoners brought in, among the number 
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Brigadier General Jbhn F. Reynolds and" Captain Kingsberry, of his 
staff. The brigade remained in position during the day. 

On the 29th, it was ordered to take the advance and move to the 
Chickahominy river, which it did. The bridge being incomplete, 
shortly .before sunset it was ordered to its former bivouac. 

On the morning of the 30th, it took up the march at half-past tw*o' 
o'clock, followiifg the troops in advance of it. At night it bivou- 
acked near White Oak Swamp. 

Took up the march^at five, A. M., on July 1st, following troops 
in fron*. Hearing from General Whiting that artillery was needed in 
front, I ordered Captains Carpenter and Poague to report to Brigadier 
General Whiting, with their batteries. For an account of their ope- 
rations, I respectfully refer to their, reports. The brigade was 
halted near a church in t}ie . wood and held in reserve. Being 
within range of the enemy's shell, it was 'twice removed to- the 
rear, but unfortunately the first shot indicating the necessity of a 
move, killed that promising and gallant officer, Captain Fletcher, 
fifth regiment Virginia volunteers, and the next, causing a second 
move, killed one man . and wounded three of the same regiment. 

Between six and seven o'clock, P. M., I was ordered to the front 
with my command. On reporting to (general Jackson, I was*ordered 
to file to the right* through -the woods and report to Major General D. 
H. Hill. I obeyed the first part of the order. I had not gone far 
when I found the brigade under the fire of a battery. It was moved 
steadily on under a heavy fire. I despatched a staff officer to a 
house near by to see if *I could hear of General Hill's locality. I 
could learn nothing, and hearing a heavy- fire to* my left, I moved di- 
rectly for it. To gain that point the command was exposed to a ter- 
rific fire, and in consequence of the darkness of the hour and much 
wood and swamp, the brigade became greatly separated.* Finding 
myself with a portion of the thirty-third regiment, Colonel Neff, and 
a portion of the fourth regiment, I moved to the assistance of our 
troops -through the swamp, sending 'Captain O'Brien to find the other 
regiments and bring them up. On emerging from the swamp, I found 
a handfull of gallant men of the first and third N. C. regiments receiv- 
ing a most terrific fire. Pimmediately placed the thirty-third and fourth 
regiments in position, and with about one hundred men held this hill 
against theenemy, who gave us the most terrific fire I have ever seen. 
There was a continuous stream of shot, shell, and- balls for some two 
hours, when the enemy's fire slackened and ceased »about ten o'clock, 
P. M. During tfcis time the officers and* men behaved with true 
courage.. Our loss was heavy. Colonel Neff and Major, Holliday, 
thirty-third regiment, and Lieuts. Howard and Garnett, of my staff, 
particularly attracted my admiration by their coolness and untiring 
efforts to keep the men in their position. Their escape from injury 
is truly providential. About nine, P. M., whilst trying to find 
remnants of my brigade, for some few men had found out my posi- 
tion and joined, I met a portion of the thirteenth Georgia regiment 
and ordered it to this position. In a short time parts of my regi- 
ments came up, all having been subjected to a heavy fire whilst 
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moving up ; but in consequence of the thick woods and darkness, 
could not fin3 their proper positions. For details of their* operations 
I refer to their several reports. Here the fearless and gallant Colonel 
A.* J. Grigsby, twenty-seventh regiment Virginia volunteers, was 
wounded* slightly, I am glad to say, but obliged to leave, the field. 
Captain O'Brien, of my staff, was injured by a fall from his horse, 
and was not with me after reaching the field. Hearing of troops 
near by not engaged, I immediately sent for them and was rein- 
forced by a portion of General Lawton's brigade, General J. R. Jones* 
brigade, ^under Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham,* and a part of the 
Louisiana burigade, and that gallant band of Marylanders, under the 
brave Colonel B. T. Johnson. Colonej Johnson hearing I needed 
assistance, came forward to tender his regiment, which I gladly ac- 
cepted and gave him the advance, directing him to extend our line 
some half a mile to the right, placing my picket on and near the flank 
of the enemy. This duty he executed rapidly and with good judgment, 
holding his position until after the enemy had retired the following 
day. Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham's brigade I plac.ed on Jack- 
eon's left, and the "balance of Lawton's brigade between •Cunning- 
ham's and my original position, securing my entire front and flank, 
sleeping on the field so hotly contested against heavy odds. After 
these dispositions, General L^wton arrived and I rode in to report to 
Generals Hill and Jackson my position. This effected, I returned 
to the field before dawn and made the requisite "dispositions to re- 
pulse any attack ; but at daylight we found the enemy had evacuated 
his position during the night, .taking off« his guns, but leaving his 
dead, small arms, and other indications of a defeat and hasty retreat, 
which was an agreeable surprise, for I had learned through prisoners 
captured about day-light, his force the previous day had been vastly 
superior to. ours.. Shortly after, six, A. M., on the 2d instant, I was 
ordered to bivouac some two . miles from the front. The casualties 
are as follows : 
On the 27th of June — 

Killed, 5 commissioned officers. 

Killed, / 10 rank and file.. 

Wounded, 12 commissioned officers.^ 

Wounded, 52 rank and file. 



Total killed and woun4ed, 79 
On the 1 st of July — 



Killed, 1 commissioned officer. 

Killed, 16 rank and file. 

Wounded, 3 commissioned officers. 

Wounded, ; 104 rank and file. 

• Total, / 124 • • . ! • 

Total killed and wounded in both battles, 203. 

I am, sir,*very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. S. WINDER, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



\ •. I.---' ^ 

REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL LAWTON OF x ENGAGE- 
MENT OF JUNE 27, 1862. 

Headquarters Fourth Brigade, Valley District, > 
" Near Gordomville, July 28, 1862. \ 

Captain A. S. Pendleton, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Captain : In accordance with instructions from the Major General 
commanding, I have the honor to submit the following I'eport of tho 
part taken -by this brigade in the battle of the 27th of June, 1862, 
near the Chickahominy river, and a few miles from Richmond. In the 
order of march towards the battle-field on that day, my brigado 
brought up the rear of General Jackson's army, and was therefore 
the last to engage the enemy. I had remained at a halt for several 
hours, more than two miles from the point where the brigade after-, 
wards entered the field, and was not ordered forward" until nearly fivo 
o'clock, P. M. ' I then marched rapidly on, retarded much by the ar- 
tillerj and ambulances which blocked up the narrow road." Qn reach- 
ing the edge of a corn field, about a ruile and a half from the nearest 
point of the battle-ground, I was informed that General Ewell was 
sorely pressed b'y the enemy, and reinforcements were p-romptl'y 
needed. I then marched forward at double-quick, and the men 
reached the wood on the south side of the battle-field almost exhausted. 
Having no knowledge of the local geography, and failing to find any 
staff officers whp. could direct me at what point I should enter the 
fight, two regiments, standing in. the open field, were pointed out to 
me as having just retired from the woods, whence the fire of the en- 
emy had driven them. I at once moved by the flank through the in- 
terval between these regiments, promptly formed line of battle, and 
accepted for my brigade the position which they had abandoned. A con- 
tinuous line of thirty -fivo hundred men moving forward in perfect order 
into the wood, and at once opening fire* along its entire length, (chiefly 
armed with Enfield rifles,) made a decided impression, and promptly 
marked the preponderance of musketry sound on our side, as was ob- 
served by other commanders on the field. The extreme density of the 
wood, and the sloppy, miry soil, with no knowledge of the conforma- 
tion of the country* beyond me, made it evident that' the different reg- 
iments of the brigade would soon be separated from each other. I 
therefore sent different members of my staff to the right and left of 
the line to press it forward, and remained myself as near the centro 
as possible. Onward the line advariced. through the wood, firing at 
eyeTy step, and, guided only by the volleys from the enemy, towards 
the thickest of the fight. In tho midst of the wood I met Major Gen- 
eral Ewell, then hotly engaged, who, as he saw this long l^advanc- 
ing under fire, waved his sword a*nd cried out — 'SlIurraK for Geor- 
gia ! To* this there was a cheering rc^pon?^ frwi my command, 
which then moved forward more rapidly than ever. From ueneral 
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Ewell I learned something of the condition of the field and the point 
at which my command would be most useful. To that point I di- 
rected such portions of the brigade as could then receive my orders 
in time. This portion advanced steadily forward, commanded by my- 
self in person,' the regiments occasionally disunited by the smoke, 
dust and confusion of the battle-field, and then brought together again. 
They were all the time. under a continuous fire of musketry and ar- 
tillery, until they reached the brow of the hill on the field, directly 
in front of the position where they had emerged from the wood! This 
steady advance was only checked occasionally by the extreme diffi- 
culty of distinguishing friend from foe, as the dusk of the evening 
was added to the other dements of confusion. In conjunction with 
fragments of other brigades, having driven the enemy steadily before 
us, when I reached the br^w of the hill already mentioned, I found 
his battery hacj^retired and his" infantry taken to flight. I then gath- 
ered up the fragments of several other brigades and regiments, and 
adding them to mine, retired a few hundred 'yards to the rear arid di- 
agonally to the left, whSre I could still distinguish a disjointed line 
of Confederate troops. A hasty conversation with Brigadier General 
Garland, satisfied me that I was the commanding officer on that part 
of the field, and I at once assumed command' and ordered into line all 
.the troops near me.' It was irv this time quile dark. Learning from 
a staff officer, who then rode up, that a charge was to be made on the 
extreme left of the field, in which assistance was needed, I at onco 
commenced to move, by the right flank, all the troops over whom l had 
assumed command, towards the point indicated. After marching two 
or three hundred yards, the shouts of victory from our friends an- 
nounced that the last battery of the enemy had been taken, and the 
" rout' 1 complete. I then halted in the midst of the battle-field, sep- 
arated the regiments of my* brigade from the rest of the troops, and 
ordered the men to sleep on their arms. 

During all the time above indicated, after the brigade was fairly en- 
gaged, the two regiments on the left (thirty first and thirty- eighth 
Georgia) were* beyond my reach, and under . the immediate direction 
of my adjutant general, Captain E. P. Lawton: In emerging from 
the wood, these two regiments found themselves in*the hottest part of 
the field, where our friends were pressing on the enemy towards the 
left, and joined them in the contest at that point, under a murderous 
fire. Steadily on did they press, doing great execution, until the last 
cartridge was expended, and then joining heartily in that last charge 
after nightfall, which resulted in the shouts of victory already re- 
ferred to. The conduct of these two regiments, officers and men, and 
of Captam E. P. Lawton, who led them, cannot be too highly appre- 
ciated ; and the list of tfre killed and^wounded, for the short time they 
wer'e engaged, attest the danger which* they so gallartfly faced. Cap- 
tain Lawton had his horse killed, and received a slight wound in the 
leg. Lieutenant Colonel fair, in command of tfie thirty-eighth, had 
his arm shot off, near thejfhoulder, and 5 Major Matthews was severely, 
it is feared mortally, wounded. Colonel Evan«, commanding the 
thirty-first regiment, received a slight flesh wound ; and . a number of 
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other officers were .killed and wounded, as appears by the annexed 
list. _ 

Early in the action, and soon after entering the woo$, my volan- 
teer aid-de-camp, Captain Edward Cheves, while riding ]>y my side, 
had his horse shot down. He promptly rose to hi» feet, announced 
to me his safety, and his intention to keep up with the brigade on 
foot. He followed on towards the left, where the thirty-first and 
thirty-eighth were so hotly pressed, and while gallantly pursuing the 
line of his duty, he fell, pierced through the heart by a rifle ball. 
Though a mere youth, he had exhibited a degree of zeal, intelligence, 
and gallantry worthy of all praise, and not one who fell on that bloody 
field has brought more sorrow to the hearts of those who knew him 
best. , „ * 

To the .members of my staff 1 am much indebted, for the prompt- 
ness, energy, and gallantry they displayed in. conveying orders, and 
pressing on the different parts of the line which were beyond my per- 
sonal supervision. 

Where the engagement was so general, and the numbers so. large, 
and all acted so well, it is difficult to enumerate instances of personal 
gallantry. For some of these, however, and for the parts taken by 
different portions of my.briga.de, I beg leave to refer to the reports of the 
different commanders of regiments, he%with submitted. I leg leave 
to refer also to the annexed list of killed and wounded. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



LIST OF KILLED AND WOUNDED in the Fourth Brigade, Val- 
ley District , commanded by General A. R. Lawton f in the action of the 
21th of June : 

Thirteenth Regiment Georgia Volunteers. — Killed : Non-commissioned 
officers and privates, 6. Wounded : Lieutenant ColonelJ. M. Smith, 
Captains Mitchell and Crawford; 3 ; non-commissioned officers and 
privates, 51. Total, 60. 

Twenty-Sixth Regiment Georgia Volunteers. — Killed : ' Lieutenant 
H. L. Strickland, 1 ; non-commissioned officers and privates, 7. 
Wounded : Lieutenant J. R. Paxton, 1 ; non-commissioned officers 
and privates, 31. Total, 40. 

Sixtieth Regiment Georgia Volunteers. — Killed : Non-commissioned 
officers and privates, 3. Wounded: Lieutenant McCarny, 1; non- 
commissioned officers and privates, 10. Total, 14. 

Sixty -First Regiment Georgia Volunteers. — Killed: Non-commis- 
Bioned officers and, privates, 6. Wounded: Captain H. F„ Colley, 
Adjutant G. W. Lamar, Lieutenants £L S. Virgin, C. Eramer 
and J. Crawford, 5; non-commissioneJIofficers and privates, 25, 
Total, 36. 4 

'Thirty-Eighth Regiment Georgia Volunteers. — Killed: Captains Mc- 



273 



Clusky and Jones 2 ; non-conHni$sioned officers and" privates, 52. 
Wounded: Lieutenant Colonel Parr, Major Matthews, Lieutenants 
Phillips and Marable, 4; t non-commiss?oned officers and privates, 114." 
Total, 172. 

Thirty-First Regiment Georgia Volunteers. — Killed: Non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates, 29. Wounded: Lieutenants Johnson, 
Harrison, Bozeman and Brunson, 4;*non-commissioned officers and 
privates, 137. Total, 170. 

Total killed, 106; wounded, 386. Aggregate, 492. 
18 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL LAWTON OF TH& 
BATTLE OF MALVERN HILL. x 

Headquarters Fourth Brigade, Valley District, ) 
, Near Gordonsville, July 28, 1862. > 

Captain A. 8. Pendleton, A. A. G. : 

Captain : I beg leave to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this brigade in the action * at Malvern Hill, on the 1st of 
July, 1862 : ¥ • 

Boon after the musketry fire had fairly commenced, I received 
orders from* the Major General commanding to form in line of battle 
on the left of the road leading up the hill, a few hundred yards be- 
yciid "Willis Church," the brigades of General Winder and others 
continuing this line to the right of the same road. Soon after this 
line was formed, it was apparent that tho shells of the enemy were 
about to inflict serious injury upon us, while we were entirely inac- 
tive. After several casualties in different parts of the command, 
upon consultation with General Winder, #we determined to retire the 
hue febout three hundred yards to the rear, until we should receive 
orders to advance. 

In this last position I remained until after sunset, when I received 
tribal orders to move up the road to the gate-posts near which tho 
Mtfjor General commanding had his headquarters, then to file to the 
right through the woods, advance towards the fire* of the enemy, and 
report to Major General Hill. The ground admitted only ot a flank 
movement, and I led the thirteenth Georgia (the right of the bri- 
gade) as rapidly as possible through the woods, towards the point 
indicated. Leading in person the foremost regiment, of course I 
could not see, through the woods, whether tho other regiments were 
closed up behind us. When I reached the open field, and stood, with 
the thirteenth regiment, under as heavy a fire of shot and shell as 
Tras ever known to the most experienced veterans, ! ascertained that 
the other regiments of the brigade had taken a differenf route or 
missed the road through the woods. 

It w r as then nearly dark, the fire of the enemy's battery was doing 
great execution, our friends evidently wanted assistance, and no time 
was to Ke lost. Ordering the thirteenth to lie down in a ravine for a 
few minutes, until I could go forward towards the battery, nnd en- 
deavo? to ascertain the best route by which to advance, I soon 
discovered ^hat I must move with the fire, of the battery as my enly 
guide. ' This regiment was ordered up from the ravine, and it ad- 
vanced rapidly and handsomely over every obstacle — woods, ditches, 
fences, streams — until the height on the same level with the enemy's 
battery, opposite Littleton's house, was gained. Still onward they 
pressed, and met with a heaver loss from the fire of musketry that 
were posted to support the battery. While crossing the road, just 
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below the height to which this regiment was advancing, I was met by 
Brigadier General Winder, who suggested that the height might bo 
reached by a better route along the position where a portion cf his 
command was engaged. I then permitted the head of the column to 
proceed, under the lead of Colonel Douglass, and attempted to direct 
the remainder towards the route indicated by General Winder. The 
darkness and confusion made it difficult to adopt any new order, or 
check the impetuosity of this regiment. Having gained this height, 
the advanced position of General Jackson's army, I determined to 
hold it until further orders. I returned promptly for the rest of my 
command, found the other five regiments formed in good order, 
marched them up to the height occupied by the. thirteenth, and 
bivouacked for the night. 

The enemy having removed his battery to a more secure position, 
commenced shelling the height occupied by my brigade, throwing 
one shell every two or threQ minutes for nearly an hour after the en- 
gagement was properly at an end. But for the fact that I caused the 
men to lie down behind the crest of the hill, on the slope towards* the 
wood the casualties must have been numerous. In the morning, ap- 
pearances indicated for a while an intention on the part of the enemy 
to renew the contest, and I was. making preparations to receive him. 
It was soon evident, however, that these demonstrations only served 
to protect his flight, which continued during the drenching rain of 
that day. • 

The thirteenth Georgia was the only regiment of the brigade 
actively engaged in the fight, and nothing could exceed the energy, 
valor and zeal exhibited by officers arid men during* their impetuous 
charge. The other regiments were within range of shells for three 
ur four hours, and from these several casualties ensued. I beg have 
to refer to the annexed list of killed and wounded, and to the report 
of Colonel Douglass for further details of the part taken by the thir- 
teenth regiment. 

Very respectf&lly, your obedient servant, 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Brigadier General commanding,. 
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LIST OF TEE KILLED AND WOUNDED in the Fourth Bri- 
gade, Valley District, commanded by General A. R. Laivton in the 
action of the 1st July. • ' v ■ 
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60th regiment Georgia volunteers.... 
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31st regiment Georgia volunteers 
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*Major Baker. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENIAL COBBJj 

Headquarters Second Brigade, > 

June 12, 1862. J • 

Captain : I have the honor to submit a succinct report of the ope- 
rations of this brigade, under my. command, from the morning of the 
29th June, to the 1st July, inclusive: 

For several days previous to the 29th June, my command had been 
kept day and night 'under arms, prepared, at a moment's notice, to 
move in co-operation with the operations of our army on the other 
side of the Chickahominy. . • *> 

On the night of the 28th, thejnen were required to remain in the 
trenches at the position then occupied by the brigade, at the " Burnt 
Chimney," on the Nine-mile road. 

From the trenches we moved, on the morning of the 29 th, expecting - 
to find the enemy still occupying their strong line of fortifications, 
immediately in our front, ft was now ascertained, however, that they 
had evacuated their works during the night, and our march was con- 
tinued in their pursuit. On reaching a point, no6 far distant from 
Savage's Station, on the Y^rk River railroad, the enemy were re- 
ported to have made a stand in our front. The division of General 
Magruder was here drawn up in line of battle — the brigade com- 
manded by the brave and lamented Griffith, on the right, and my brig- 
ade on the left. The remaining brigades of General Magruder's com- 
mand I did not know. In 'line of battle, our march continued to 
Savage's Station, without encountering the enemy. At that point, 
the enemy was first seen. A few well- directed shots from the Troup 
artillery battery, drove from our right the few. of the enemy in our 
sight; but the subsequent events of the 'day showed that they were 
there in strength prepared to make a stubborn resistance. My brig- 
ade was placed on the left of the railroad — my right resting on the 
road. The position to which I was ordered was in the rear of the 
woods, which separated us frpm an open field in our front. Unwil- 
ling* to give the enemy the advantage of the wood3, in event of their 
advance, I advanced my line some four hundred yards through these 
woods, and occupied ap position in the' skirt of woods, with an open 
field in my front. The battle of that evening was fought on the right 
of the railroad, and hence my brigade, though exposed, from their ad- 
vanced position, to the continual firing of the enemy, had no oppor- 
tunity of participating,. actively, in the fight. * 

On the morning of* the 30th, the enemy having disappeared from our 
front, we again took up tiie line of march, and, after a most fatiguing 
march, were placed that night in line of battle* on the field, where the 
enemy had beemsuocessfully met and overcome by Gen. Longstreet's 
division, during the day. My brigade occupied the second line, in 
support of Griffith's brigade, now commanded by Colonel Barksdale, 
both on the left of the Williamsburg road. The lines were scarcely 
formed, when the morning of the 1st July summoned us to another 
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march in pursuit of the enemy, who had again disappeared during 
the night. We had not proceeded far when, meeting with the com- 
mand of General' Jackson, it was found that no enemy x was in our. 
front ; and, returning by the position from which we had marched in 
the morning, we reached the battle-field of the 1st, Here, a portion 
of my command — the Georgia legion — was placed in support of the ar-* 
tillery. The remaining regiments were posted in the ravine to the 
right of Mrs. Carter's house. Shortly after the battte commenced, an- • 
other regiment of my command — the sixteenth Georgia — was detached 
and sent forward* to occupy a ravine on the right, to prevent any attempt 
of the enemy to advance in that direction. My .command was thus 
posted at three different points, rendering my own position, in endea- 
voring to lock after each, an embarrassing one. Whilst at this point, 
I received a message from General Armistead, who occupied, with his 
brigade, the advanced position in our front, that he needed support, 
ana 1 I immediately moved to his support, with the remaining regiments 
t)t the brigade, the twenty-fourth Georgia, second Louisiana, and fif- 
teenth North Carolina. To reach that point, we had to pass through 
the open field in our iront, under the fire of the enemy, which was 
done in double-quick and good order, and had to pass through dense 
woods .and almost impassable ravines, which separated us from Gene- 
ral Armistead's position ; all of which ^as done in quick time and 
with alacrity, by the three regiments. On reaching this point, I imme- 
diately posted my command on the crest of the hill in front of the batte- 
ries of the enemy, which continued to pour a deadly fire upon that 
point, as well as the entire distance we had traversed from the ravine 
near Mrs. Carter's house. Our duty was to prevent any advance of 
the enemy, and to unite, at the proper time, in the effort to carry the 
batteries of the enemy. We had not ^occupied this position long, 
when General Magrudpr was informed that the enemy was advancing 
in our front, and, under his order, I at once advanced these three regi- 
ments to the open field in front of the batteries of the enemy. The 
advance of the enemy was repulsed, and the regiments united in tho 
general assault on the batteries. 

The conduct of both officers and men, throughout, was all that could 
be asked, and even more than could be expected of men. The best 
evidence I can offer of the daring and courage of the men of my com- 
mand, is the fact that, after the battle, their dead were found mingled 
with those of other brigades nearest the batteries of the enemy. It 
was at this point, in the battle, that Colonel Norwood, of the second 
Louisiana, whilst gallantly leading his regiment, fel!, severely, but I 
am happy to«ay not mortally, wounded. Major .Ashton, of the same 
regiment, had seized the colors of the regiment, after three brave men 
had been shot down in the act of bearing them forward, and was* 
hravely cheering on his men and rallying them to their standard, 
when, pierced by several" balls, he fell and died instantly. In the 
came action, the brave and gallant commander of the fifteenth North 
Carolina, Colonel Daw, was severely, but not mortally, wounded, and 
his regiment deprived, for the present, of his invaluable services. At 
a subsequent period of the battle, the sixteenth Georgia, previously 
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<2otached, was brought into the action, and, like their comrades, were 
found among the foremost in the fight. The Georgia legion, though 
under the fire of the enemy during the entire day, were not brought 
into the action because cf their position in support of the artillery. 

It is but justice to the men of my command to state the fact that, 
for more than forty-eight hours previous to the battle, they had had 
neither rest nor food ; and though their.ranks had been greatly reduced 
by exhaustion, there was no murmuring Or spiritof complaint, a3 long 
as tjiere was an -enerry in the front. We commenced the march from 
the Burnt Chimney on the morning of the 2i)fh June, with twenty - 
ceven hundred men, but fatigue and exhaustion had so reduced our 
ranks, that less than fifteen hundred were carried into the battle of 
the 1st, and of that number, nearly five hundred are in the list of 
killed and wounded. . 

I would add that the Troup artillery (Georgia legion) were with 
my brigade during all of its operations, and did effective service. On 
Tuesday, their position was such, that, while exposed to a galling fire, 
they could not reply with safety to our own men. The coolness and 
composure of the men was commendable. 

I annex a list of the casualties in each regiment. It is due to the 
members of my staif, to say, that they acted with coolness and en- 
ergy, and to my entire satisfaction. 

HOWELL COBB, Brigadier General. 



GENERAL TOOMBS' REPORT OF BATTLE OF JUNE 27, 1862. 



Headquarters First Brigade, First Division, ) 
In the Field, July 7, JS62. J 

Captain A. Coward, »•* 

Assistant Adjutant General : . 

Captain : In pursuance of the following order, " the divisions to 
.your right have been ordered by General Magruder to feel the enemj 
in their front, with. strong pickets, and to follow up, to the utmost, any 
advantage which may offer or success which may ensue. You are 
ordered to do the same, talcing as your signal for advance, the com- 
mencement of the movement'on your right." I placed my brigade in 
position to be ready to advance whenever the signal should be given. 

At a few moments past seven, 'P. M., on the 27th of June, a heavy 
firing was heard on my right, within the points indicated by the order, 
leaving no doubt that the troops on the right had met and engaged the 
eneiLy. I immediately ordered Colonel Bute, with seven companies 
of the second Georgia, (about two hundred and fifty muskets) to ad- 
vance and take position in the ravine in front, to the left of James 
Garnett's house, immediately in rear of my advanced pickets. He 
had not finished deploying his line before the enemy, (whose pickets 
being in sight discovered the movement,) opened a very heavy fire 
upon him from their regiments. It was returned with great.gallantry 
and effect by Colonel Bute's command^ aided by the pickets, for half 
an hour, when the enemy reinforced his line by a large force, equal 
at least to a brigade, and brought an additional force both to the right 
and left flarik of Colonel Bute's position. I then ordered forward the 
fifteenth Georgia, Colonel Mcintosh, to Colonel Bute's support, in the 
ravine — ordered the seventeenth Georgia, Colonel Benning, .on the 
left flank, and Colonel Cumming, of the twentieth Georgia, on the 
right flank. The action now raged with, great violence for an hour 
and a half, the enemy exhibiting a determined purpose to drive us out 
of the position in the ravine ; but finding themselves incapable of 
wrenching it from the heroic grasp of the second and fifteenth Geor- 
gia volunteers, were driven back and repulsed after two hours of 
fierce and determined confliot. Nothing could exceed the courage 
and good conduct of the two regiments mainly engaged. . • 

The second lqst, in killed and wounded, about one half of the men 
carried into, action. The fifteenth went to their support under a se- 
vere and galling fire, within eighty yards of their front, and gallantly 
sustained the action until the enemy were repulsed, losing seventy- 
one" men out of three hundred carried into action, including their 
chivalrous Colonel Mcintosh, mortally wounded. Captain Bureh and 
Lieutenant Lilly were killed in action, and many other valuable offi- 
cers and men of both regiments were either killed or wounded, "a de- 
tailed statement of whom has heretofore been sent in, and if practi- 
cable, will be attached to this report. ^The seventeenth and twentie th 
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regiments both acted with great promptness and firmness, and main- 
. tained their positions, protecting my flank during the action. Just 
before the conclusion of the battle, I apprehended 'that an additional 
regiment would be needed to hold the ravine, (which I was ordered 
to hold on any terms,) an$ sent for the seventh Georgia regiment, 
belonging to Colonel Anderson's brigade, which was posted on my 
right supporting n battery, and they promptly obeyed the order and 
came at double-quick time, with a cheer, to the support of their com- 
rades, and took position in the rear of the twentieth, which regiment 
I intended to send forward in case of need, holding the seventh to 
support the right flank ; but before any change was made, the enemy 
were repulsed and Ihe battle was over. I am not able, at this time, 
from the circumstances under which the report is made, to refer par- 
ticularly to minute events or individual instances of good conduct, 
of which there jvere many ; but I can say, with the utmost candor, 
that the conduct of the whole brigade, without an individual excep- 
tion, as far as I know, was excellent, and that of the second and fif- 
teenth, more actively engaged, was brilliantly heroic. 
I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. TOOMBS, 
Brigadier General first brigade, first division.. 



GENERAL TOOMBS 5 REPORT OF BATTLE Of JULY 1, 1862. 



Headquarters First Brigade, First Division, > 
In the Fieldynear Westover, July 7, 1862. > 

Captain: On Tuesday evening, the 1st instant, in pursuance of 
orders from Brigadier General D. R. Jones, I marched my brigade, 
and formed it in line of battle, on the New Market road, immediately 
in front of the enemy's batteries; afterwards, according to additional 
orders, I advanced it to a ravine, several hundred paces in front, and 
again, advanced it to a position in the woods, immediately in front of 
the enemy's batteries, under the immediate direction of General Jones. 
I was ordered to advance to this last position in support of Colonel 
Anderson and General Cobb's brigades, in the assault on the batte- 
ries, it being at the same time sfcated to me that other troops would 
be in advance of these brigade in the assault. Accordingly, I ad- 
vaced rapidly in line of battle, through the dense woods, intersected by 
ravines, occasionally thick briar patches and other obstructions, 
guided Lilly by the enemy's fire in keeping the direction, frequently 
retarded, and sometimes broken, by troops in front of me, until the 
command reached the open field, on the .elevated plateau immediately 
in front of, and in short rang? of the enemy's guns. Here, coming 
up with a portion of the troops which I was ordered to support, I 
Jialted my line, for the purpose of rectifying it, and of allowing many 
of the troops whom I was to support to pass me and form. These 
objects were but imperfectly accomplished by me, as well as by the 
rest of the troops within my view, from the great confusion and dis- 
order in the field, arising much from the difficulties of the ground 
over which they had to pass, and in part from the heavy fire of grape, 
canister and shells,* which the enemy's batteries were pouring in upon 
them. But having accomplished what could be done of this work, 
and- that portion of Colonel Anderson's brigade # immediately in my 
front having advanced further into the field, I ordered my brigade to 
advance. It moved forwa/d steadily and firmly; until it came up 
with the troops in- advance, who Tiad halted. I then ordered- it to 
halt, and ordered the men to lie down, which they did, and received 
the enemy's fire for a considerable time, when an order was repeated- 
along my line, coming from my left, directing the line to " oblique to 
.the left." This order I immediately and promptly countermanded as 
Boon as it reached the part of the line where I stood, and arrested it • 
in part. I saw that the immediate effect of the > movement was to 
throw the troops into the woods and ravines on the left of the plateau, 
and necessarily- throw them into great confusion. Amid the turmoil 
of battle, it was difficult to trace orders to their proper source ; and 
an erroneous impression prevailing in two of the regiments that the 
order came from General Jones, the twentieth and second Georgia 
regiments, and a part of the fifteenth Georgia regiment, executed it, . 
and merched rapidly, and, as they approached the woods, in consid- 
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crablc confusion, over the fence, into the road and woods. Finding 
that a large portion of the command had, under this mistake, executed* 
the movement, and a portion of my right (the seventeenth Georgia 
regiment) having, up to this time, been prevented by troops in their 
ftont from coming up, and one company of my left (Captain Sage's) 
having, from 4he difficulties of the ground, and the interposition of 
other troops, been prevented from getting into line on the -plateau, 
and seeing the'iraportance of getting my command together, I ordered 
those troops whom I had prevented from executing the " left oblique" 
movement to unite with the command on the left, and the whole to 
form themselves, and await further orders and events. I then ptisaed 
down my right, to put them also in position. A portion of it only 
had emerged from the woods, and were ordered in position. Passing 
up the edge of the woods, I ordered such of the broken parties as had 
been, separated from their command (by troops retiring from their 
front) to join their command on* the left; and, failing to find the bal- 
ance of the seventeenth and the missing company of the twentieth, I 
remounted and passed <3own my left, which, together with the rest of 
the command which had joined them, were unde,r the direction of my 
adjutant, Captain Dubose, and Major Alexander, and my aid, Captain 
Troupe. They had formed, in part, on the road to the left of the 
plateau, and in the woods and ravines in the rear thereof, seeking 
such protection as the ground afforded, they being under a severe fire 
from the enemy's artillery. The scream of fugitives was pouring hack 
over my liire, frequently breaking it, and carrying back with them many 
of the men. I immediately began passing up and. down my lines, and 
in the rear, ordering and bringing back those who had thus been 
swept away; but it frequently happened, in bringing them back, the 
position of those they had left had been changed by the same and 
other causes, and left them out of their proper positions! I continued 
these efforts until all the troops in my front* on the plateau, had dis- 
appeared — my own regiments mostly separated and maintaining 
regimental or company organizations under such cover as the ground 
afforded. The cannonading still continued, and supposing that when- 
ever it ceased, would charge, I devoted my time to gathering up and 
forming my troops, and to be prepared for ttie charge. This work 
was exceedingly difficult, as it had become dark, and many brigades 
were mixed up in the woods and roads on this part of the battle-field. 
In the meantime, General. Kershaw came into the field with his brig- 
ade, near one of my regiments, (the second Georgia,) which still re- 
mained in very good order, and my adjutant, Captain Dubose, pro- 
posed to him to unite that and some other companies of other regiments 
with his command in the attack on the enemy's batteries, to which he 
assented ; and this command, under Colonel Bute and Colonel Holmes, 
accompanied by Captain Dubose and Major Alexander, my quarter- 
master, who acted as .one of my aids on the field, advanced with Gen- 
eral Kershaw's brigade beyond the edge of the woods, into the open 
field, but under the destructive fir^of the enemy's cannon and small 
arms, wavered, and fell back into the road skirting the pine thicket. 
It was during this charge (which was also participated in by part of 
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the twentieth Georgia) that the heroic Colonel Bute (colonel of the 
second Georgia) fell, and the command devolved upon the gallant 
Colonel Holmes, lieutenant colonel of the regiment. In^this position 
in the road, this portion of the command remained for some'ten or. 
fifteen minutes, when a heavy musketry fire was poured into them 
from the left flank, and they retreated in disorder. Captain Dubose, 
Major Alexander and Captain Troup, of my staff, were on, this part of 
the road, and used their best exertions in rallying the troops, and 
succeeded in joining me with about two hundred men. 

After these disasters, finding that the enemy did not charge, and 
that the troops were generally in disorder, and there not being any 
organized body of troops on the plateau in front, I gathered up my 
command and marched back to the road where we entered the battle, 
and encamped them as near thereto as the convenience of water would 
allow.* 

In all of these movements, and esp'ecially during the time my brig- 
ade occupied the open plateau in front of the enemy's batteries, my 
losses werevvery severe^ the total being one hundred and ninety-four, 
in killed and wounded, out of about twelve hundred carried into action. 
[A report of which has heretofore been forwarded to you, and a more 
detailed one will be furnished as soon as it can # be made out. The 
wounding o*f two of my regimental adjutants, and the sickness of 
Another, and constant marches since, having retarded the work.] 

I am happy to add, that the disorders which -did arise were due 
rather to the difficulties of the ground and the nature of-the attack, 
than from any other cause, and that, as far as my observation went, 
they extended to all troops engaged on the plateau in front of the 
enemy's guns. This is further evidenced by the fact, that at reveille 
next morning, over eight hundred of my command answered to their 
names at roll-call, leaving two hundred unaccounted for; many of 
w T hom soon made their appearance. 

I considered the conduct of the officers and *nen highly praise-, 
worthy and honorable to themselves and the army. 

I am, yery respectfully, your obedient -servant, 

R. TOOMBS, Brigadier General, 
• . First Brigade, First Division, 



COLONEL ANDERSON'S REPORT OF BATTLE OF JUNE 

29th,* 1862. 



Headquarters Trird Brigade, First Division, ) 
In the Field, July 8, 1862. 1 \ 

Captain A. Coward, A. A. General : , 

Sir : I have the honor to forward the following, report of the action 
of my brigade, in the affair near Garnett's house, on Saturday, 28th June. 
The disposition of the regiments were as follows: The seventh and eighth 
Georgianear the overseer's house, the eleventh on picket near New 
Bridge and the first and ninth Geogia on duty at Mrs. Price's house. 

It was determined that morning, by Brigadier General D. R. Jones, 
commanding division, to place some heavy guns in position, on the New 
Bridge road,.and drive the enemy from their works near the river, if 
possible ; and Brigadier General Toomfe was directed to attack the 
enemy if, in his discretion, it could be done without too serious loss to 
ourselves, and I was to support him, if necessary, with my brigade. 

The enemy was driven from the works by our batteries on the New 
Bridge road, and by Captain Brown's Wise Artillery • or Captain 
Moody's batteries, near Garnett's house, and Captain Thurston, of 
General Jones' staff, .was sent to General Toombs to notify him of the 
fact. From some cause, not understood by me, General Toombs sent 
Captain Thurston to me to make the attack, and as Captain Thurston 
was on General Jones' staff, I supposed the order had be^\ changed, 
and, expecting to be supported, ordered the eighth and ninth Georgia 
to advance, which they did in most beautiful order, and with their 
usual gallantry, driving the enemy before them over and beyond their 
works, all the time^xposed to a galling fire from artillery and musketry. 
Satisfied that these two small regiments could not cope successfully 
with the enemy, I asked General Toombs two* or three times to send 
forward men to support me in the attack, »but before this was done an 
order came from General Magruder, to cease the attack, and I recalled 
the troops. 

I cannot express too highly my appreciation of the gallantry arid 
good conduct of all the officers and men of both regiments in this ac- 
tion, in which our loss was very severe, as the list of casualties will shdV. 
The eighth Georgia led the attack, under command of the heroic Lamar, 
and suffered severely. Colonel Lamar was wouuded and taken by the 
enemy, but has been recovered from them. Lieutenant Colonel Towers 
and Lieutenant Harper taken prisoners ; Major Magruder, seriously 
wounded ; Captain Butler, Lieutenants Montgomery, Williamson and 
Blackwell all wounded, and thirteen men killed, sixty.-three wounded, 
§ix missing and fifteen prisoners. The third Georgia supported the 
eighth. The casualties are Lieutenant Colonel White, commanding 
regiment, seriously wounded; Captain Hicks wounded, and seven men 
killed, sixty wounded and eight missing. 



I am satisfied that if I had been able to bring my whole brigade 
into action or been properly supported, the whole of that part of the 
enemy's works would have been taken and held. A prisoner taken 
next morning, reports the enemy's loss to have been about equal to 
ours. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(7. T. ANDERSON, 
Colonel commanding Brigade. 




COLONEL ANDERSON'S REPORT OF BATTLES OF JUNE, 
29th AND 3Uth, AND JULY .1st, 1862. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, First Division, ) 
Camp near Richmond^ Va. f July 14, 18G2. > 

Captain A. Coward, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : t have the honor to forward the report of the action of my 
brigade in the series of battles from June 29th to July 1st, inclusive, 
tthe report of the action of the seventh and eighth Georgia, on the 
29th, having been already forwarded. 

Early on Sunday morning, I was ordered to march in pursuit of 
the retreating enemy, and having soon formed, my brigade moved 
through the deserted camp and works of the enemy, near Garnett's 
farm. The first Georgia regulars, and the seventh Georgia regiment/ 
Major E.. W. Hoyle commanding, in support ; the eighth Georgia, 
Captain G. 0. l)awson ; ninth Georgia, Colonel Turnipseed, and 
eleventh Georgia, Lieutenant Colonel Luffman commanding, were 
formed in line of battle, and in this order we set out in search of 
the enemy. 

After marching some distance, the first Georgia came up with the 
foe and opened fire upon them, receiving in return a heavy fire from 
artillery and musketry, losing v several men killed and wounded. But 
oflicers and men,* I am proud to say, behaved in* the most gallant 
manner, and drove the enemy before them, inflicting severe loss upon 
him. 

. After marching in line of battle all day through woods, swamps, 
and open field, we did not participate in the fight until late in the day, 
our direction bringing us considerably to the left of the enemy. Wo 
reached our bivoua*c that night, or morning rather, about one o'clock, 
having been exposed to a severe fire for over an hour. 

The next morning, June 30th, we marched to join Major General 
Longstreet, and reached him, after being on the march eighteen hours, 
at two o'clock, A. M,, July 1st, and rested until daylight, ancj again 
set out in search of the enemy; marched across the battle-field of the 
day previous some one and a half miles ; was ordered by Major 
General Magruder to march back to the' Darby road ; marched soino 
five miles and was ordered back* moving by the- left flank ; was next 
ordered by Major General Magruder to shelter my men under a hill 
to protect them from the fire of the enemy, as our batteries were or- 
dered to open upon them. From this position was ordered to takd 
the position recently occupied by General Cobb in my front; was 
about getting into position and was ordered to move some quarter of* 
a mile to the right, and before I could get my line dressed, was agiin 
ordered to move to the right of my brigade on the line and take po- 
sition. Had, as I supposed, nearly reached this last point, when I* 
was again ordered by General Magruder to move back rapidly by 
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the left flank to support General Cobb, all of which orders 
were executed promptly by my command, over swamps, dense under- 
growth, ravines, and hills. At about half-past four, P. M., I re- 
ceived orders to advance to attack a battery of the enemy, and 
moving rapidly to the front through the dense woods, the left of my 
line reaching the open field first, gained so much ground to the front 
and in advance of the right, that I ordered *a halt to re-establish a 
correct line on the open field. In the meantime the enemy were firing 
on us from two batteries and their infantry. Before I succeeded in 
rectifying my line, other troops were hurried on to the attack and 
then my right — the ficst Georgia regulars and seventh and eighth 
Georgia regiments, supposing that I had given command to.advance, 
became separated from the command. But I am proud to be able to' 
say, that every officer and man behaved himself with coolness and 
gallantry, and aided materially in the final results of the day. ' The 
ninth and eleventh * Georgia were more immediately under my own 
observation, and the conduct of the officers and men of both regi- 
ments, under a most severe fire, was all that I desired, each man 
standing to his post willingly and cheerfully until long after dark, 
when I withdrew them from the field, my other regiments having 
passed a few moments before. 

» Colonel Magill mentions in terms of strong commendation the 
names of Sergeant W. J. Garitt, company M; Corporal J. C. Camp 
and private W. L. Moorhead, first Georgia regulars. Captain Carmi- 
chael reports .very favorably of the conduct of Sergeant Adderhold, 
company I, seventh Georgia. Other , commanders report that all 
acted well and bravely. 

The casualties in the brigade are as follows : 

First Georgia regulars. — Officers killed, none. Wounded, Lieut. 
W. A. Williams, very dangerously ; Lieutenant J. D. Anthony, pain- 
fully; Captain II. C. Cannon, slightly; Captain Tomlinson Fort,' 
slightly ; Lieutenant G. A. Rutherford, slightly ; Lieutenant Pierce 
Home, (acting adjutant,) slightly. Enlisted men killed, 'four ; 
wounded, thirty-eight, (two since dead,) and missing, fifteen. 

Seventh Georgia regiment. — Killed : Lieutenant F. S. Watson. 
Major E. W. Hoyle, mortally wounded ; Adjutant Maddox, Captain 
It. B. Hicks, Lieutenant Bellinger, Lieutenant White, £nd Lieuten- 
ant Wj^nn, slightly wounded. Enlisted men killed, thirteen; se- 
riously wounded, fifty-three ; slightly, forty-eight. 

Eighth Georgia regiment. — Enlisted men killed, four ; winded, 
eight. 

Ninth Georgia regiment. — Wounded, Lieutenant J. A. Arnold and 
Lieutenant Hardee. Enlisted men three killed and twenty-eight 
wounded. 

Eleventh Georgia regiment. — Wounded, Lieutenant and Adjutant 
J. F. Green, severely ; Lieutenants M. F. Gudger and H. L. Parrish, 
slightly. JEnlisted men killed, six ; wounded, fifty, (most of them 
severely,) and sixteen missing, some of wh6m have'rejoined. 
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Total Casualties. 





KiHed. 


Wounded 


Wissing 


Commissioned officers. 


1 


• 17 


Enlisted men, 


30 


225 


sr> 




SI 


2 42 


' 36 



It is due the men to state that they had been without rest 
almost entirely since the- night of the 27th, and marched in line of 
battle all day Sunday, 29th, and for eighteen hours the 30th of June, 
and were marched and countermarched the day of battle from day- 
light until four, P. M., and many of the men fell out from exhaus- 
tion, and have 6mce rejoined. 

I bear willing testimony to the gallantry of the whole command, 
officers'and soldiers, and feel proud of having the honor of f com- 
manding such brave and determined men. I am under many obliga- 
tions to Lieuten&it C. C. Ilardwicke, eighth Georgia volunteers, A. 
A. A. General, for his bravery and gallantry, executing promptly 
every order entrusted to him. Also, to Captain J. G. Jackson, of 
Virginia, and Charles Daniel, of Georgia, volunteer aids, for gal- 
lantry and distinguished services on. all occasions. I cannot refrain 
from mentioning private D./ E. Humphries, company C, eleventh 
Georgia volunteers, my orderly, for his gallantry and good conduct. 
I am, sirj very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

GEO. T. ANDERSON, 
% Cdonol Wth Ga. Vo!s. y comd'g brigade. 

19* 



BEPORT OF GENERAL SEMMES OF BATTLE OF SAVAGE 



STATION. 

Headquarters First Brigade* Second Division, ) 
Crews Farm, July 4, 18G2. ) 

Captain T. S, McIntosh, A. A. 0. : 

Captain : I have the, honor to report that, soon after the opening 
of the battle of Savage Station, on the 29th ultimo, having received 
orders from Major General McLaws to send forward two regiments to 
the support of Brigadier^ General Kershaw's brigade, then engaged 
with the enemy, tlfce tenth Georgia, Colonel Gumming, and the thirty- 
second Virginia, Lieutenant Colonel Willis commanding, were ordered 
to avVance. Very soon after, perceiving that the firing bora to out 
right, without waiting to communicate with the Major General, I 
moved in that direction with the fifth Louisiana, Colonel Hunt: These 
three regiments found themselves confronting the .enemy in the fol- 
lowing order, from right to left: fifth Louisiana, * thirty-second 
Virginia, tenth Georgia. Having halted the fifth Louisiana and re- 
formed it in the fhick wood through which , the advance had been 
made, and discovering troops not more t|ian forty yards in front, and 
being necessarily uncertain as to whether they belonged to our army 
or that cf the enemy, I directed private Maddox, company K, fifth 
Louisiana, to advance and challenge, " Who are you?" to which the 
reply was, " Friends." Hearing this reply, I demanded " What 
regiment ?" and was answered, Third Vermont ;" ^whereupon the 
order was given to commence firing. After the firing, had continued 
for some time with spirit, hearing firing immediately in our front at 
a distance of some hundred yards, and apprehending* that our troops 
might become engaged with each other, it being then quite dark, I. 
gave the orders to cease firing, to reform the line, and for the men to 
rest on their arms. After thus resting for half an hour, the battle* 
having terminated by the cessation of all firing, I, at about half- past 
eight o'clock, conducted the fifth Louisiana and the thirty-second 
Virginia back to camp, whither the tenth Georgia had just repaired. 
During the engagement Colonel Hunt, of tfie fifth Louisiana, sug- 
gested a charge, which was promptly declined, owing to the darkness, 
the thick wood and the great risk of coming in contact with portions 
of our own troops. The enemy fled from the field, it is true ; but, 
under such circumstances, I^was unwilling to pursue, thereby jeop- 
ardizing unnecessarily valuable lives, and incurring the great risk of 
encountering other portions of our ow T n army. 

Much of the time, the enemy were engaged at a distance of not . 
above forty yards. Their heavy comparative loss doubtless resulted 
mainly from the greater efficiency of our smooth-bore muskets with 
buck and bullets at short range, the superior steadiness of our men 
and the precision of their fire. 
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A list of casualties has been heretofore forwarded to division head- 
quarters. Cumming's regiment being longer and more severely 
engaged, suffered incomparably more than the two others, and in- 
flicted heavier loss on the enemy. Although these three regiments 
carried into action only seven hundred and fifty-five men, no less than 
four^hundred of the enemy's dead were found on the field the next 
morning in their front; his wounded having been removed during the 
night. The loss of the fifth Louisiana was only six, while more than 
one hundred of the dead enemy were counted on the field immediately 
*in its front ! The loss of the thirty-second Virginia was also small, 
and the damage to the enemy nearly in the same proportion with that 
inflicted by the fifth .Louisiana. In the early part of the action, 
Captain Clemons, A. A. G., was thrown from his horse and stunned. 
Captain Briggs, aid-de-camp, rendered me valuabjp service. on the 
field throughout the action. Lieutenant Beall, volunteer aid, while 
bearing an order to Colonel Cumming, tenth Georgia, found himself 
under a cross fire from the fifty-third Georgia and the enemy. . His- 
horse was three times struck, and his coat perforated in front by 
bullets. Lieutenant Cody, volunteer aid, also actively participated. 
Lieutenant Cody bore an order to Manly's battery to move forward 
and take position on my right, which Captain Manly found it impos- 
sible to do, owing to the darkness and the impracticability of the 
ground. Three of Manly's horses were wounded in his efforts to get 
into position. The fifteenth Virginia, tenth Louisiana an^fifty-third. 
Georgia were held in reserve. 

I am, Captain, very respectfully, your servant, 

PAUL J. SEMMES, 
Brigadier General. 



tREPORT OF GENERAL SEMMES OF BATTLE OF CHEW'S 

FARM. ' ? 



Headquarters First Brigade, Second Division, ) 
Crew's Farm, July 4, 1862. \ 

Captain J. S. McIntosh, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Captain : I have the honor to report the part borne by my brigade 
in. the battle of Crew's Farm, on the 1st instant : 

Immediately after the commencement of the battle, and sometime 
before aijy engagement with, small arms, by order of Major General 
Magruder, toy command was moved up and held in reserve in a ra- 
vine about twelve hundred yards from the enemy's batteries, # at which 
place it was subjected to a shelling unsurpassed for severity in any 
•conflict during the war. Between five and six o'clock, P. M., Cap- 
tain I^atrobe delivered an order from Major General JMagruder to me 
to* move to the support of Brigadier General D. II. Jones' division. 
My brigade was flanked to the right about three hundred yards, and 
then advanced in line of battle. The advance commenced a distance 
«cf not less than eight hundred yards from the enemy's guns. The 
right of my line, consisting of the fifteenth Virginia and thirty-sec- 
ond Virginia, and part of the fifth Louisiana, advancing in an open 
field in lull view of the enemy's guns, and being much exposed to his 
missiles, distance was taken to the left, so as to bring the.se regiments 
under cover, first of the wood and then of a hill in the open ground 
in front, as far as practicable. Colonel August,- commanding the fif- 
teenth Virginia volunteers, andxa number of his men were, wounded, 
and two men of the thirty-second Virginia volunteers, killed. My 
own coat, whilst I was in front of the fifteenth Virginia, w r as cut by 
a fragment of a shell Major Walker, of the fifteenth Virginia vol- 
unteers, was soon after killed, while advancing with his regiment. 
Having passed beyond the centre of the line, and judging that suffi- 
cient distance had been gained to the lelt, the advance was resumed. 
Finding myself in front of the tenth Georgia volunteers, and the left 
of the fifty-third Georgia, the fence separating the wood from the 
open ground was passed over, and the tenth Georgia volunteers, then 
under command of Captain Holt — Colonel Cumming, while gallantly 
leading f his regiment, having been previously stricken down by a frag- 
ment of a shell and stunned and borne from the field — and c<mpany 
"K," of the fifty-third Georgia volunteers, Lieutenant McCowan 
commanding, were halted and reformed immediately on the light of 
our disabled batteries, which had ceased ta reply to those of the en- 
emy. The line being reformed, w T as moved obliquely to the right, anrl 
most of the time for a distance of not lees than five hundred jaids,in 
full view of the enemy's artillery, and after having attained the slope 
under and about two hundred yards from the crest on which his guns 
^ere in position, was halted preparatory to making a charge. Some 
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minutes after, the tenth Louisiana volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel Wag- 
gaman, appeared and traversed nearly the same ground over which the 
tenth Georgia and company "K," of the fifty- third Georgia volunteers 
had passed. An order was* borne by Lieutenant Cody, volunteer 
aid to Lieutenant Colonel Waggaman, commanding tenth Louisiana 
volunteers, tQ incline to and form on* my right, v/hich was accom- 
plished. Owing to a misconception of orders, the difficulties of the* 
ground and the lateness of the hour, only five hundred and fifty-seven 
of my men were finally brought into action. Lieutenant Benning, first 
Georgia regulars, of Anderson's brigade, reporting his presence, with 
a company of that regiment, which had become separated therefrom, 
was ordered to take post on the left of the tenth Louisiana. Parts of 
North Carolina and Mississippi reginients were fornj^d on the ground 
and on Bcnning's left, the tenth Georgia and company "K," of the 
fifty-third Georgia, being on the left. There were parts : of numbers 
of other regiments'on the slopes and in the ravines to await orders, 
who were sent to join in the charge, using for this purpose Captain 
Briggs, and Lieutenant Cody, of my staff, and Captain J3olt and 
Lieutenant Slade, of the tenth Georgia; but for some cause these 
troops did not come forward. The lateness of the hour, and the 
darkness, would not admit of further delay. About seven hundred 
men, consisting of troops of my brigade, and detachments from reg- 
iments of other commands, as above stated, were formed and moved 
forward to the charge, silently and in quick time. The charge was 
made with calmness and regularity, for a distance of one hundred and 
fifty yards, in the face of a terrific fire from the enemy's guns, con- 
sisting of six six-gun batteries; and four guns of a ten-gun parrot ' 
battery, (six of which had been previously captured,) and his mus- 
ketry, when unfortunately, the right of our line was fired into from 
the rear by troops of other brigades of our own army, which, with 
the terrible fire poured by the enemy on our front, caused the line to 
waver, and finally to break, the men seeking partial shelter behind a 
number of farm houses not more than sixty yards from the enemy's 
nearest gun. Our line approached thafe of the enemy's diagonally, 
thereby'throwing the tenth Louisiana,, which was on the* right, fur- 
ther in advance. The dead of this regiment were commingled with 
those of the enemy, and very near his guns. It was here that the 
last was seen of the gallant Lieutenant Colonel Waggaman, while 
leading his regiment, who it was supposed, was wounded and taken 
prisoner- Dead bodies of our men and those of the enemy, were- 
found in close proximity at and near these houses. For half an 
hour every possible effort was made to reform and again advance tc- 
the charge, but owing to the small number, the lateness of the hour, 
(half past eight, P. M.,) the horror of coming in deadly conflict with 
troops of ,our own army, and the terrible and incessant cross-Jire of 
the enemy's artillery and musketry, although there was no terror 
manifested, no demoralization apparent, still the effort proved un- 
availing. Finding further efforts useless, I, at nine o'clock at night, 
ordered the troops to withdraw 1 quietly, which was done. Having, 
been actively engaged for more than three hours, I had become so ex— 
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hausted as to be almost unable to leave the field, and coulcf not have 
reached the camp that night but for the timely assistance of two of 
my men. A list of casualties has been heretofore forwarded to divis- 
ion headquarters. 

My staff, Captain demons, A. A. General, Captain Briggs, A. D. 
0., and Lieutenants Cody and Redd, volunteer aids, rendered very 
efficient service on the field. They were much exposed to the ene- 
my's missiles, ball, shell, gr§pe and bullets ; but fortunately, all es- 
caped untouched, -except Captain Briggs, who was stricken senseless 
to the ground by a grape fehot,' which had passed through and killed 
outright, a man in his front, by which he will be disabled for some 
timfc. Individual cases of gallantry might be named, but this is 
deemed unnecessary; only the chivalrous and the brave were there 
in such close and deadly proximity to the foe. The coward and the 
skulker had long, ere the close of the battle, sought safety in inglo- 
rious flight from the bloody field under cover of the darkness. 
I am, Captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PAUL J. SEMMES, . 

Brigadier General. 



kEPORT OF COLONEL BARKSDALE OF THIRD BRIGADE 

k 

Headquarters Third Brigade, ) 
Camp near Richmond, Va»., July 24, 1^6 2. ) 

Captain Dick k\ son, A. A. General : . 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken* by this brigade, in the battles of Sunday the 29th of June, 
at Savage's Station, and at Malvern Hill, on Tuesday the 1st of July. 

On Sunday morning, we were ordered to pursue the enemy, who 
had abandoned his fortifications oh 'the Nine-mile road, and was un- 
derstood to be retreating down the Yoxk River railroad. 

On reaching these fortifications, a fire was opened upon us by the 
^nem^'s rear guard. The brigade was at once ordered in line of battle, 
and while gallantly executing this order, General Griffith fell, mor- 
tally wounded, and was borne from the field by Majors Watts and 
Hawking of his staff, when the command devolved upon me. Con- 
tinuing the pursuit, I was ordered to support General Cobb, who was 
in the advance, should he become engaged with the enemy. 

The brigade advanced in line of battle, on the left of the railroad, 
through the thick woods, and over a marshy country, until we reached 
Savage's Station, where an attack was made 'on the right side of the 
road, upon the enemy, by General McLaws* ^vision. The seven- 
teenth regiment, Colonel Holder, and the twenty-first, Colonel Hum- 
phries, were ordered to that side of the road, and to support Kershaw's 
brigade, if it should become necessary to do so. 

About sundown, these regiments advanced gallantly and promptly 
when the order was given, -under a severe fire* across an open field to 
the support of a battery, and engaged the enemy, then strongly 
posted in the woods beyond the field, and poured several destructive 
volleys into his ranks, when messengers arrived and requested that 
the firing should cease, as danger would result from it to our friends, 
^rho where manoeuvring between them and the enemy. The men 
were ordered to lay down, and night coming on, j^id the firing having 
ceased, they retired in good order to the woods in rear of the battle 
field. 

The eighteenth regiment, Colonel Griffin, was ordered, after dark, 
to the battle field, and slept upon it, the enemy, during the night, 
continuing his flight. 

On Monday, we continued the march, but did not reach the battle 
field of that day, until ten o'clock at night. The next morning 
at daylight, the pickets reported that the enemy was advancing. I 
at once ordered the brigade in line of battle, and advanced across the 
field to a skirt of woods and halted, and awaited his attack, throwing 
out several companies of skirmishers, but the report proved to be un- 
founded, the <e.nemy having, during the night, retreated, leaving his 
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dead and wounded in our hands. Our companies of skirmishers captured 
a number of prisoners, who were sent to the rear. • 

About two o'clock, the enemy were discovered in a strong position, 
and in immense numbers on'the Crew's farm and Malvern Hills. By* 
your orders, given to me in person, the brigade was formed in the 
woods in front of the enemy, and in range of his fire, both from his 
batteries and gunboats in James River, about one mile and a half 
distant, the men being protected, as well as it could be done, by the 
woods and brow of a hill. Here shot and shell fell thick among us. 
Several being killed and wounded, and among them, Major Moody, of 
the twenty-first regiment, >vho was seriously wounded in the foot. 

At about six o'clock, the brigade was ordered to advance upon the 
enemy, to support our friends who were already engaged, and if pos- 
sible, to take his batteries. The order was promptly obeyed. The bri- 
gade was formed in the open field, and advanced upon the enemy 
under a'terrible fire of shell, grape, canister and minnie balls, and 
continued the assault until night closed the scene, when it retired in 
good order to the position it formerly occupied in the woods. Colonels 
Holder, Griffin*, and Lieutenant Colonel Brandon, commanding twenty- 
first regiment, were all severely wounded, while gallantly and nooly 
leading their regiments into action. | 

Lieutenant Colonel Carter, commanding the thirteenth regiment, 
while handling his men with consummate skill, was wounded and taken 
from the field. The command in the thirteenth regiment, devolved 
upon Major McElroy ; in the Seventeenth, on Lieutenant Colonel 
Fizer ; in the eighteenth, on Lieutenant Colonel Luse,- and in the 
twenty-first, on Capta'in Brooks, all of whom discharged their duties 
bravely and with signal ability. 

The entire command, although one-third of its number fell upon 
the field,' maintained its ground with undaunted courage, and dealt 
bravely terrible blows upon the ranks of the enemy, as his dead and 
wounded, in front of our lines the next morning clearly proved. 1 
am "under peculiar obligation to Major Inge, adjutant general of the 
brigade, for his valuable assistance in both engagements. He was 
prompt in the execution - of all orders, and constantly exposed to the 
severest fire of the enemy's guns, in directing the regiments into 
battle. 

To Captain Costiff, aid. de-camp, I am much indebted. He waft 
with me in the field, encouiaging the men by his example, and gal- 
lantly discharging his duty. 

I was deprived of the valuable services of "Majors Watts and Haw- 
kins, by the fall of General Griffith, both of whom, were ordered to 
remain with him. 

It is proper for me to say that, twice during the battle, Captain 
McCarthy's battery engaged the enemy, and that both he and his com- 
mand behaved with coolness and courge worthy of the cause. 

Doctor Gilmore, senior surgeon of the brigade, and his assistants,, 
in the discharge of their duties, were indefatigable, having tha 
wounded bcrne from the field as rapidly as they could be found. 
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I desire to call the attention of th (^department to this officer, who 
.by his skill as a surgeon, and ability as a physician, i$ eminently* en- 
titled to its favorable consideration. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM BARKSDALE, 
Colonel, commanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF GENERAL KERSHAW. * 



Headquarters Fourth .Brigade, Second Division, > 
* Near Richmond, July .14, 1862. J ; 

Captain: I have the honor to submit my report of the part taken 
by the troops under my cenwnond, in the recent battles before Rich- 
mond:' 

With the exception cf frequent movements of my regiments, under 
orders from Maj. Gen. Magruder, and occasional attacks upon the out- 
posts of the enemy to ascertain their strength, resulting in the loss 
to the N seventh regiment of one killed and* three wounded, and to 
the third 'of several wounded, and the discovery that the enemy was 
at least in his usual force in our front, nothing of importance oc- 
curred in my command until Sunday morning, the 29th. 

At an early hour, I received orders from Major General McLaws, 
to send forward a regiment and ascertain the condition of things in 
front. I despatched the 'second South, Caroling, Colonel Kennedy. 
Some hours after, I received from that officer, information that the 
enemy had disappeared, and that he occupied his abandoned works. 
Immediately communicating with division headquarters, I received 
orders to advance my entire command to the support of Colonel Ken- 
nedy. Soon after the arrival of this brigade at Fair Oaks, my skir- 
mishers, under command of Major Gaillard, of the second regiment, 
became engaged slightly on the left, and my whole command was or- 
dered to advance cautiously, across the York River railroad, along 
the Nine-mile road, under repeated cautions to be careful not to en- 
gage the forces of General Jackson, who were believed to be advanc- 
ing from* the Ohickahominy to our left. We advanced about a mile, 
when the firing along the left of my line, of skirmishers, became gen- 
eral, and an artillery fire from our left front was opened upon our 
column. Having every reason to suppose' that this might be a col- 
lision with General Jackson's forces, I restrained the fire of my men 
and sent a regimental battle-flag to the front to be waved on the YaU- 
road. At this juncture, I was ordered to fall back and take posi- 
tion with my left resting on the railroad; Here, it became evident, 
from the continuance of the fire upon our lines, that the enemy was 
in front of us. » 

About three o'clcck, P. M., the other troops of General Magruder's 
command being in position, I received orders to advance along the 
line of the railroad, and marched at once steadily in the direction of 
Savage's Station. Arriving at the point from which the enemy had 
fired his artillery, (the first house on the right of th,e railroad, below 
Fair Ooaks,) it was ascertained that he had retired. * Still advancing, 
my right skirmishers became engaged while passing through the 
wood; but, upon reaching the open plain beyond, the enemy was found 
occupying a series of heavy earthworks, at the far end of the fiold,on 
the Williamsburg' road. I halted the command under the brow of the 
MM, sent for Kemper's battery, and ordered forward, along a. ravine, 
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near the railroad, to a thick wood in front of my left, the second and 
third regiments South Carolina volunteers, to flank the redoubts, and 
to charge them if practicable. Kemper arriving, I directed htm to 
open' upon upon the enemy, which he did with such rapidity and ef- • 
feet, as to disperse them without the aid of infantry. At this mo- 
ment, I received orders from Maj6r General Magruder, to continue 
my advance, and attack any position t might meet the enemy 'in. I 
ordered my command forward, preceded, as before, by skirmishers, 
commanded by Major Gaillard y to whose assistance! sent Major Rutk- 
erford, of the third regynent. I - signified to Major Brent, who 
brought me the order, that, in my opinion, there should be troops to 
my right, w T hich only extended to the Williamsburg road, though my 
skirmishers were extended beyond to cover that flank. In a few min- 
utes, I heard tfcat Major General McLaws had ordered forward Gene- 
ral Semmes 5 . brigade to that position, continuing the advance through 
the abandoned works and camps of the enemy, taking some prisoners 
on the way, we arrived at the edge of the wood which skirts Savage's 
farm. Sending forward the line of skirmishers to brush the wood, 
they soon encountered the enemy in heavy force, and a formidable ar- 
tillery fire. Kemper's battery was placed in position on the road ; 
Colonel Henagan's eighth South Carolina regiment was thrown to hi3 
right across the road, and the whole command became engaged. I 
ordered the second and third regiments to charge, which they did in 
gallant . style, and, immediately after, the seventh regiment, Colonel 
Aiken. These regiments steadily and rapidly advanced,. driving the 
enemy before them, through the wood, and well into the field beyond, 
throwing them into confusion and strewing the ground with dead. In 
the meantime, the seventh regiment, which was next the Williams- 
burg road, found itself flanked by the enemy, who had advanced along 
that road in the direction of Kemper's battery and *the eighth regi- 
ment, to a position some two hundred yards in our rear. Matters 
were in this position, when General Semmes attacked on my right ; 
the line of his fire upon the enemy rendered the position of my ad- 
. vanced regiments on the left of the road extremely hazardous, and 
Colonel Aiken very properly fell back to the general line of battle, 
followed by Colonels Nance*and Kennedy. -In the meantime, Kemp- 
er's battery, flanked by the eighth regiment, had inflicted terrible havob 
upon the enemy, whose dead lay in heaps along the road, scarcely, 
two hundred yards from the battery. The conduct of both' officers 
and men in this engagement was most commendable. Nothing could 
exceed the gallantry, self possession and efficiency of the regimental 
commanders, Colonels Henagan and Kennedy, Nance and Aiken, to 
whom my thanks are especially due. 

Though my loss was heavy, it is with pride and satisfaction that 
we turn to five hundred dead of the enemy left on the field as attest- 
ing the bravery and efficiency of the troops engaged at Savage's, and 
that our loss was fearfully avenged. I regret to record .the loss of 
Lieutenant Colonel B. 0. Garlington, third regiment South Carolina 
volunteers, of whom his commanding officer jilost truly says* he was 
an officer of fine judgment, cool courage and commendable energy. Ho 
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was killed instantly in the act of brandishing his sword defiantly.. 
Lieutenant Colonel Goodwyn, of the second regiment, and. Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Btand, of the seventh South Carolina regiment, were, 
both severely wounded, conspicuously exposed as they were in the 
active discharge of their duties in the field. *Major Gaillard, of tho 
second regiment, was charged wkh the important and responsible 
duty of directing the movements of the skirmisher's during the day. 
This duty he discharged with great judgment and', gallantry. His 
hyrse was killed under him during the engagement. He was effi- 
ciently assisted in the duties of his position by Major Rutherford, 
third S. C. V. Captain Kemper and the olScer's and men under his 
command maintained the high reputation they established at Vienna, 
Bull Run, and Manassas. For particular mention of such of the 
company officers as require especial notice, I respectfully refer to the 
reports of the regimental commanders, which accompany this. This 
action being closed by the approach of a stormy night, my command, 
reinforced by the 'eighteenth Mississippi regiment, Colonel Griffin, 
lay upon their arms on the field of battle until daylight, when it was 
ascertained that the enemy had disappeared. Removing our 'wounded 
and burying our dead, we marched, under the command of Major Gen- 
eral McLaws, by the Enroughty Town road to New Market, and pre- 
pared to bivouac for the night, but were almost immediately ordered 
forward to the support of General Longstreet, then engaged with the 
enemy at Frazicr's farm. On the way, we were baited and permitted 
to rest until eleven o'clock, P. M , when we continued the march to 
Frazier's farm, arriving just in time to take our position by daylight 
on the morning of the 1st of July. . About eight o'clock, A. M., we 
advanced in line of battle as far as the Willis Church road^where 
the forces of General Jackson passed to our, right, and we were or- 
dered back along the Long Bridge road, several miles t^ the rear, 
where we remained in line of battle until four o'clock P. M , when 
we were ordered forward to the open field on the farm adjoining 
Crew's farm, Here we remained under the fire of the enemy's artil- 
lery until about six o'clock, P. M., when I was directed by 
an officer of .Major General Magruder's staff to -advance and 
attack the enemy's battery. Having no ^special instructions and no 
knowledge of the ground or position of the enemy, I led the brigade 
in line of battle through a wood for half a mile towards the right of 
the enemy's line of fire, exposed all the while to a front and flank 
fire of artillery, which could not be avoided. During this march, I 
passed three lines of troops, who had preceded me in the attack. Ar- 
riving immediately in front of that portion of the enemy where I de- 
termined to assail him, I was indebted to your assistance, Captain, 
for finding my way to a ravine which led immediately up to the pla- 
teau, upon which the enemy wa3 formed. Availing myself of this 
shelter, L led my command up to the Willis Church road. Here the 
enemy occupied the open field in two line3, in force, in my front, 
forming an obtuse angle, facing towards the road in such a manner a3 
to flank any force whioh might ascend the brow of the hill in my 
front. Between these two line3 of the enemy, at the point of intersec- 
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tion, a battery of artillery was placed, pouring over our heads a 
crushing shower of grape and canister, while the infantry lines blazed 
with a constant stream of fire. Still further to my* right, the artil- 
lery on the hill near the orchard, enfilading my line, and their infan- 
try in Crew's farm to my right rear were engaged with some of our 
forces, whose line of battle was parallel to my own. In this position 
we occupied a^fence and thick hedge in front of the road, forming a 
considerable obstbcle to an advance along the centre of my line, 
while the rising ground in front screened the enemy from view, ex- 
cept on my extreme right and left. The second regiment, which 
extended to near the parsonage, having open ground in front, engaged 
the 'left line of the enemy with some effect, but the rest of the com- 
mand were powerless to accomplish anything in their then position, 
and I was satisfied that any further advance at that point would en- 
sure the destruction of my command, unless some change was made 
in the enemy's position. The nature of the ground affording consid- 
erable protection to the men, I determined to hold them there in 
the hope that some diversion by an attack, either on the right or left, 
might be created in our favor. After some time, a galling fire was 
opened from our rear, killing and wounding fhe men and producing a 
general feeling of uneasiness in the whole command. Capt. Holmes, 
A. A. G., and Lieutenant Dwight, A. A. I. G., of my staff, went 
back in person to arrest the fire. Major Rutherford, of the third, 
regiment, attempted to do the same, and Corporal T. \Vhitner is espe- 
cially connnended by Colonel Nance for having volunteered for the 
same dangerous duty. Finding that the fire still continued for some 
time, doing us more damage than that of the enemy, I ordered the 
command to retire by the route we came to the next road in our rear. 
At this point, I found Major Gaillard commanding, reforming the 
the second regiment. With this regiment I retired to the next road . 
in our rear, where 1 again halted, supposing that the other regiments 
would he found there, but owing to the intricacies of the wood and 
the approaching darkness, the commanding officers conducted their 
regiments severally to the field, whence we entered the fight. While 
collecting on the flag of the second regiment all the men of the brig- 
ade who came by, General EweU'rode up and desired me to advance 
my command to support a brigade he was about to lead into action in 
Crew's field. Calling attention to the small number of men with me 
and my desire to collect the remainder of the.biigade, I indicated 
my unwillingness to do so, on account of the inefficiency cf any sup- 
port 1 could render, but as he became very urgent, I yeilded and led' 
the second regiment, under command of Major Gaillard, to the point 
indicated. Soon General Ewell's forces appeared, and he led. two 
regiments in beautiful order to the attack under a terrible fire of 
artil-lery and intatitry. While we were at this point, Sergeant Har- 
ley, color bearer of the "second regiment, exposed himself with gai- # 
lantry, worthy df especial mention, in his efforts to encourage and 
animate the men around him, and was wounded by a ekell while thus' 
engaged. Several regiments having arrived and taken position in 
cur rear in support of General EwelFs advance, and the infantry fire 
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having materially diminished, I brought off the second regiment about 
nine o'clock, P. M., and reformed the brigade in the field from which 
we had advanced. 

It gives me great pleasure to commend the conduct of officers and 
men for coolness and firmness under many trying circumstances on- 
tjris occasion, and have nothing to regret but^that we were,- by a series 
of accidents, prevented from accomplishing as much for the country 
on this occasion by the gallantry and discipline exhibited by the 
- troop3 as we could desire, though the losses of the command attest 
that it was no fault of theirs. 

I must not omit to mention that the conduct, during- these engage- ■ 
ments and operations, of my personal staff was such as to entitle 
them to particular commendation.. Captain C. R. Holmes, A. A. G. ; 
Lieutenant A. E. Doby, A. D. C, and Lieutenant W. M. Dwight, 
A. A. I. G., in bcth engagements, and Mr. John A. Myers, acting as 
aid on Sunday, were assiduous, active and efficient in the discharge 
of their varied duties on the field, and distinguished themselves by 
high exhibitions of courage and self-possession amid the the greatest 
dangers. I again refer to the accompanying. reports of commanders 
for further particulars. • 

The particulars of our losses are herewith forwarded. 
I have the honor to be, Captain, your obedient servant, 

J. B. KERSHAW, 
Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF GENERAL EARLY. 



Headquarters Fourth Brigade, Third Division, > 
i r Augtsst 2, 1S62. . ] 

Captain G. C. Brown, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Third Division : 

I submit the following report of the operation of this brigade at 
or near Malvern Hill, on the 1st ultimo ; 

On that morning, I was ordered by General Lee to report to Major 
General Jackson, for temporary duty, with one of the brigades of thia 
command, and was by him assigned to the command of the brigade 
lately commanded by Brigadier General Elzey, in the division of 
Major General Ewell. Of this brigade I assumed command about 
midday, on the road leadipg from White Oak Swamp to Willis' Churchy 
In the afternoon of the same day, the brigade consisted of fragments 
of the thirteenth, twenty-fifth, thirty-first, forty^fourth, fifty-second 
and fifty-eighth Virginia regiments, and the twelfth Georgia regi- 
ment, numbering in all about one thousand. and fifty men present, 
was formed, by order .of General Ewell, in line of battle in the woods 
on the left of the road leading from Willis' Church to Malvern Hill, 
where it remained until very late in the afternoon, during a heavy 
cannonading between the enemy's artillery and our own, an occa- 
sional shell falling near the brigade, doing no damage, however, ex- 
cept the killing, by the same shot, of a private in the forty-fourth 
Virginia and a young gentleman named Field, who was a volunteer 
on the staff of General Walker, of the thirteenth Virginia regiment. 
About sundown, an order was received by General Ewell, in my 
presence, from General Jackson, through a staff officer, to send my 
brigade to the right, to the support of Major General D. H. Hill, and 
the brigade was immediately put in mofion, and marched, under the 
guidance of an officer sent for the purpose, across the road, and 
through the woods, passing along the side of the ravine, covered with 
trees and thick undergrowth, until the head of it reached a small 
road leading across an open bottom on a creek. Here the brigade 
was halted for a few minutes, until the guide could ascertain the route 
to be pursued, when it was again put in motion, and as the head of 
it arrived at 'the open bottom, by the guide's direction, the brigade 
was started across the bottom, and General Ewell and myself, with 
my staff officers, were directed to cross* by a detour to the right, over 
an old dam, as the only practicable way for horses. On arriving at 
the point where it was expected to meet the brigade, nothing could be 
seen of it, and thick brushwood excluded it from view. In the mean- 
time, a large number of men, retreating from the battle-field, began 
to pass along the road into which we had then got, and filled the 
brushwood mentioned, producing great confusion, and rendering it 
impossible for , nre to ascertain whether the brigade was passing 
through the brushwood. After many fruitless efforts to ascertain this 
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fact, I rode towards the route over which the brigade was started, as 
far as I could, and found a very deep ditch, filled with skulkers from 
the battle-field, over which it was impossible for me to pass with my 
horse. I then rode around t6 a point where I could get'a view of the 
place at which I separated from the brigade, and seeing none of it 
passing, I rode forward on the road leading to the battle-field, with 
the hope of finding the brigade emerging from the woods further off. It. 
was then nearly dark, and I found the road filled with a large number of 
* men retreating in confusion, being mostly from Gen. Toombs' Georgia 
brigade. These troops, aided by rat assistant adjutant general, Captain 
Gardner, I endeavored to rally, but found it very difficult to do so. 
During my exertions to rally these men, the twelfth Georgia regiment, 
of my own brigade, came up, under the command of Captain James 
G. Rodgers, and I marched it off, accompanied by Colonel Benning, 
with a few men from his regiment, of Toombs' brigade. These men 
were formed in line, by direction of Gerferal Ewell y who had preceded 
jne with some men rallied by him in a field, over which a considerable 
body of our troops had charged, in the early part of the engagement, 
and in rear of some regiments then engaged with the enemy % Here I 
*'was soon joined by the thirty-first and twenty-fifth Virginia regi- 
ments, which were brought up. by my aid, Captain J. II. Early, who 
had gone to the rear to look for the brigade. With these regiments 
I remained .on the field during the night, in the position designated 
by General Ewell — Major General D. II. Hill being present at the 
time they were posted, and for some time thereafter. 

During the march the brigade was exposed to a terrific cannonading, 
and shell were constantly bursting over and around it. For. some 
'time, the regiments with me cn the field, which were ordered to lie 
down, were exposed to the fiercest artillery fire I ever witnessed. 
About the close of this fire, Brigadier General Ransom, with a por- 
tion of bis command, retired to the rear, past my position, leaving none 
of our troops in front of me. A short time after the cessation of the fire, 
we heard, distinctly, the rumbling of wheels, indicating a movement of 
the enemy's artillery, and a large number of lights were seen moving 
about over the field, in immediate proximity to the enemy's position, 
' which were doubtless borne by persons from the enemy's lines, in 
search of their wounded. 

As soon as it was light next morning, an appalling spectacle was 
presented to our view in front. The field, for some distance from the 
enemy's position, was literally strewn with the dead and wounded, 
and arms were lying in every direction. 

It was apparent that the enemy's main body, with his artillery, had 
retired, but a body of his cavalry, supported by infantry, was soon 
discovered on the field. To the right, near the top of a steep hill, 
leading up towards the enemy's position, we saw a body of our own 
troops, some distance off, lying do%vn, which proved to be a small body 
under Brigadier Generals Mahone and Wright. In the meantime, 
parties of our men were going to the front in search of the wounded, 
and after a demonstration by the enemy's cavalry! which was aban- 
doned on the firing of a few shots by the Maryland regiment, posted 



in the woods some distance to my left, the parties from both armies, 
in search of the dead and wounded, gradually approached each other, 
and continued their mournful work without molestation on either side, 
being apparently appalled, for the moment, into a cessation from all 
hostile purposes by the terrible spcctable presented to their view. 
About ten o'clock, A. M., the last of the enemy's forc.es retired, and 
left the. field of battle to our occupation. 

The other regiments of the brigade, which, on the march, were in 
front of those who got with me on the field, not being able to find any 
practicable way for marching over the route designated by the guide, 
across the bottom mentioned, id their efforts to discover 'me. reached 
the battle-field at a different point from that at which I had arrived, 
and got very near to the enemy ; but, as it had become very dark, and 
amidst the confusion, it being impossible to distinguish friend from foe, 
they retired, and went back that night to the position at which the 
brigade was first drawn up in line of battle. The separation of the 
brigade was caused by the impracticable character of the route over, 
which it was marched, the confusion produced by the immense num- 
ber of men retiring in disorder from the field, and the attempt, of the 
guide over a nearer route than that taken *by General Evveli and 
myself. The men with* me did* not get under a musketry fire, and 
were only exposed to the fire of the enemy's artillery, within the 
range of round shot and shell. 

I was favorably impressed with the deportment of the officers and 
men of the brigade, so far as. it came under my own observation, and 
was particularly struck with that of Captain James G. Rodgers*, in 
command of the twelfth Georgia regiment, who led the regiment 
through a large body of disorganized men, who were giving the most 
disheartening account of the state of things in front; he all the time 
encouraged his own men, and endeavored to induce the fugitives to 
fall into his ranks, and return to the battle-field. 
Subjoined is a list of the killed and wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. EARLY, 
'Brigadier Gen'cral, commanding Brigade. 
20 • * V • 
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COLONEL STAFFORD'S REPORT OF. EIGHTH BRIGADE. 

Headquarters Eighth. Brigade, > 
-July 30, 1862. \ 

Captain G. Campbell Brown : • 

Sir: In compliance with instructions from division headquarters, 
requiring a report of the part taken by this brigade in the late bat- 
tles before Richmond, I have the honor to make the following state- 
ment of facts connected therewith : 

• Owing to the illness of Brigadier General Taylor, the command of 
the brigade devolved upon Colonel J. G. Seymour, of the sixth Lou- 
isiana regiment. On the afternoon of the 27th ult., (Friday,) in the 
charge at Cold Harbor, Colonel Seymour was shot from his horse an# 
died a few minutes alter. I then took command of the brigade, and 
was ordered, by General Trimble, to form the troops in line of battle 
near the edge of the wood. This was done. It soon after became 
dark and no other movements were made. The brigade remained on 
the ground that night atfd the next morJing, (the 28th,) was ordered 
to advance in pursuit of the enemy, who were retiring. On this and 
the two days following, we continued to advance steadily* forward. 
The enemy, on arriving at Malvern Hill, there made a stand and pre- 
pared to resist our further advance. The brigade was% first ordered 
to form in line of battle near the road on the left. Very soon, how- 
ever, our position was changed to a wheat field near by. , This move- 
ment was also countermanded, and our position again changed to a 
ravine near the enemy's batteries. At dusk, an order was brought 
(we then being under orders of General Whiting, and'supporting hia 
division,) to charge forward on the battery. This order was given by 
an officer unknown to myself or any of the officers of my command. 
Three of the regiments, the sixth, seventh *and twenty-eighth Louis- 
iana, advanced as ordered. It now being night, this order was not 
heard or properly understood by the ninth Louisiana, and no advance 
was made by that command.* This charge- resulted in the loss of some 
valuable- lives. After the charge, the brigade being'somewhat scat- 
tered, was withdrawn to a gate and order restored. Leave was ob- 
tained of General E\jell for the men to get water at the church, and 
again advanced and remained at the gate, (near, the ground previously 
occupied by them.) Daring the night, a portion of the brigade,' how- 
ever, remained on the field from which the charge was made. 

Accompanying the report is forwarded a list of the casualties of 
the brigade in the two engagements, in which it was actively en- 
gaged, viz : that of Cold Harbor and Malvern Hill, as furnished by 
the regimental commanders. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. A. STAFFORD, * 
Colonel, commanding eighth brigade. 
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LIST OF CASUALTIES in the command of Major General Jack- 
son at the Battles of Co$ Harbor, June 27, 1862, and Malvern Hill, 
July 1, 1862. 

Battle of Cold Harbor, June 27, 1862. 



PlVISIONS. 



Jackson's 

E well's 

"Whiting's'.... 
D. H. Hill's. 



Killed. 



o 



9 
8 
13 



3^ 



125 
88 
142 



Wounded. 



30 
23 
46 



442 
172 
806 



Total ; ,\ 589 2,671 



Missing. 



o 



3& 



Total. 



134 

46 
155 
254 



a 

O 



472 
195 
852 
1,152 



1 

2 
9 
12 



O 

o 

< 



607 
243 
1,016 
1,418 



24 3,284 



Battle of Malvern Hill, July 1, 1862. 



Killed. 



o 



25 
4 
9 



Wounded. 



o 



171 

28 
155 



Musing. 



o 



Total. 
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32 


1 


38 


10 


164 
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175 


336 


1,373 


37 


1,746 


. 377 


1,746 


39 


2,162 



0ENERAI* TRIMBLE'S REPORT 01? BATTLE OF COLD 

HARBOR. 



Headquarters Seventh Brigade, Orange County, ) 
Near Liberty Mills, July 28,. 1862. \ 

Major General R. S. Ewell, 

Commanding Second Division, Valley District : 

General: In compliance with orders, I submit a report of the con- , 
duct and operation of the seventh brigade, from June 26th to July 
3d: • £•$. 

On the 26th, we moved with the army from Ashland, in a southeily 
direction, passing to the east of Mechaniesville, in the afternoon, an(\ 
at four, P. M., heard distinctly the volleys of artillery and musketry, 
in the engagement of General Hill with the enemy. Before sun- 
down the firing was not more than two miles distant, and, in my opin- 
ion, we should have marched to the support of General Hill that 
'•evening. 

On the 27th, line of battle was formed at roads by eight 

o'clock, after which we marched towards Cold Harbor, passing near 

church. At this point, distant one and a half miles from Cold 

Harbor, line of battle was again formed, about three and a half 
•o'clock, and the advance ordered. After marching half a mile, the 
front was changed considerably to the left, and orders received to 
hasten to the front, in the direction of the enemy's fire. On reach- 
ing the vicinity of Cold Harbor, our front was again changed to 
wards the left, under a, heavy fire from the enemy's artillery, and the 
point indicated where we were to engage the enemy, with the im- 
pressive caution, that, the troops already engaged were hotly pressed. 
By order of General Ewell,' 1 took the fifteenth Alabama, Colonel 
Canty, the leading regiment, down the road leading from Cold Har- 
bor to McGee's farm, crossed the swamp, and placed this and the 
twenty-first Georgia regiment, commanded by Major T. Hooperj in 
position to advance. The sixteenth Mississippi and the twenty-fir6i 
North Carolina regiments, in the confusion, were cut off and sepa- 
rated from us by several regiments who were marching out of action 
in such good order as showed they had fallen back without hard 
fighting. The two regiments were .ordered to advance, and soon con- 
centrated a furious fire of musketry, shot and shell from the well-se- 
lected position of the enemy. {Several regiments were met falling 
back ; and, leaving the field, we continued slowly to advance through 
a dense wood, met by a perfect sheet of fire; under which the killed 
and wounded were falling fast in our ranks. Still the brave fellows 
pressed on^ followed* by a Virginia and, a Texas regiment who 
took an active part in the engagement. General Ewell being on 
that part of the ground directing the movements and encour- 
aging the men with conspicuous bravery, his presence alone 
held the men in position for oyer an hour and a half, under this ter- 
rific fire. I returned to bring up the sixteenth Mississippi and the 
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twenty-first North Carolina regiments, with Major Wharton's battery, 
I raet General Whiting near the Cold Harbor house, who had just 
rode up, and asked rae.where he had.better carry in his division. Con- 
vinced that our efforts were too much concentrated in the previous di- 
rection, -causing much confusion, in a dense wood, with the risk of firing 
on our own men, (as I am sure had been done,) I strongly advised him 
to meet the enemy half a mile to our right, (north,) so as to flank the 
force in our front, or encounter a second body of the foe. After re- 
sults showed that General Whiting's selection of the point of attack, 
as indicated, was highly judicious, as he met a reserved body of the 
enemy, defeated them and captured their battery. A few moments 
after the brief interview with General Whiting, Brigadier General 
Winder raet me, and said his brigade was coming up, and asked where 
he should enter the field. I directed him to march well to the left, 
which' he did, and brought a timely support in a perilous crisis to 
General Elzey, and other brigades, who had been terribly cut up by 
the terrible fire of the musketry, and the well-served batteries at Mc- 
Gee's house, afterwards captured. These brief meetings over,. I 
sought the two regiments who were awaiting orders, uncertain what 
to do. I decided to enlarge the front of attack, as I had suggested to 
Generals Whiting and Winder, and led these regiments across the 
road into the pines, one-third of a mile to the right (north) of the 
first point of attack. Here, we met two regiments coming out of the 
field in confusion, who cried out, <; You need not *go in ; we aro 
whipped; you can't do anything !" Some of our men cried, "Get out 
of our way, we will show you how to do it." I formed my force, in- 
creased on the left by the fragments of other regiments who had been 
rallied, as nearly parallerwith the line opposed to us as I could judge 
by their fire through the woods, and then rode along the line, dis- 
tinctly telling the men, in the hearing of all, that " they were now 
to make a charge with the bayonet, and not to stop one moment to 
fire or reload, by doing which they remained longer under the en- 
emy's fire, and gave him the advantage over us, posted ae he was, in 
a good position, and strengthened by fallen timber to obstruct our 
advance, and that the quicker tho> charge was made, the less would be 
our loss" — leading them on with perfect confidence in their pluck. 
The regiment advanced firmly and gallantly, receiving heavy volleys 
of the enemy's fire from the opposite height, without returning it, 
pushed on down the hill and over the trees felled in the swampy 
ground to impede our progress, all the time under torrents of 
musketry fire, and bravely and rapidly ascended the hill, cheered on 
by the continuous shouting of the command, "Charge, men, charge!" 
It would have required older and braver troops, and those engaged in 
a better cause to have stood firm against an onset so rapid, so 
resolute, so defiant. The enemy were swept from the hill, and re- 
treated rapidly from his strong position, and it was not until his fly- 
ing forces presented a strong temptation, that a destructive fire, was 
opened upon them. Pursued to his camp, the enemy perceiving some 
of our forces on his flank, one regiment surrendered in a body, the 
others fled down a ravine to the Chickahominy. 
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Reaching the plateau which the Federal General had judiciously 
selected, and so well defended by artificial aids, I found a battery of 
seven guns, the first Pennsylvania artillery, Captain Cater, which had 
been captured a few minutes before by parts of several regiments, 
who had, with determined courage, pressed forward at the first point of 
attack, with fearful losses. Parts of these Jtompanies of the eighteenth 
Alabama, and fragments of several companies of the twenty-first 
Georgia regiments, were the first at the gunS followed by the fifth 
Texas and eighteenth Georgia. 

Placing the twenty-first North Carolina in charge of the captured 
battery, my brigade slept on the field from which the enemy had fled. 
A careful examination of the ground the day after the battle, showed 
as strong a position as could have been selected for defence. It is an 
elevated ridge on the southeast of the Chickahominy rjver, mostly 
cleared land on its summit, surrounded by several more elevated points 
admirably adapted for artillery, and from which an incessant fire 
could be maintained against an advancing foe, over the heads of its 
own infantry, which was secured from harm by the abrupt acclivity 
of the hill under which they had been posted. So that our men had, 
the d^iy before, been exposed for over ten hours to the combined fire 
of shot, shell, grape and musketry, to which Yankee engenuity had 
added a sort of repeating gun, called a telescopic cannon, discharging 
sixty balls per minute. Several of these were captured. The natural 
defences of £he position were strengthened by felling timber on the 
hill side and in the marshy ground of the rivulet at its fork, to*make 
the progress of an attackingforce slow and longer' held under fire. 
Many parts of the brow of the hill were provided with rude breast- 
works of logs, &c. There is good reason to believe that fresh forces 
of the enemy were successively brought into action for several hours 
to replace those who had become fatigued or defeated. To repulse a 
force double our own, thus advantageously posted, free from a fatiguing 
march and liberally supplied with whiskey, (as the canteens of dead 
wounded and prisoners proved,) required much more than the ordinary 
exhibition of skill and daring ; that it was done everywhere along the 
line by troops who had marched all day without food, entitle the army 
to the name of the "indomitable." 

It is with just pride I record the fact that not one of the regiments 
of the seventh brigade came out of the action during its progress, 
and that the charge of the sixteenth Mississippi and twenty-first 
North Carolina, sustained from the first movement without a falter, 
could not be surpassed for intrepid bravery and high resolve.. 

I need not enumerate the gallant exploits of a brigade where every 
officer and man behaved so well; but I cannot refrain from allusion to 
the conspicious gallantry of Captain Brown, of the sixteenth Mississippi, 
and Captain Guery, of fifteenth Alabama, bath shot dead in front of 
their companies while cheering on their men to the charge ; and of 
my aid, Lieutenant McKim, who rode by my side or along the line, » 
constantly repeating, with inspiring'voice and jesture, the command, 
"charge ! charge !" Captain Hall A. Alsine did signal service difring 
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the action by bringing up and directing the movements of fresh troops, 
as, also, Lieutenant Lee, inspector general, who was* slightly wounded. 

The subjoined list of killed and wounded best show the severity of 
the conflict, arid a comparison of those of the different regiments 
fairly illustrate the superiority of . a rapid charge over a standing fight, 
not only as the best mode of securing victories but doing «it with 
smaller loss. 

The thirteenth Alabama and twenty-first Georgia, numbering one 
thousand three hundred and fifteen men, stood under a destructive fire 
for an hour or more, returning ^he enemy's volleys all the time, and 
^advanced only half a mile with fragments of companies at the close 
of the day. Their loss in killed and wounded was two hundred and 
fifty-one men. 

The sixteenth Mississippi and twenty-first North Carolina, Num- 
bering one thousand two hundred and forty- four men, passed under 
as hot a fire an equal distance in fifteen minutes, losing in killed and 
wounded only eighty-five men. 

Annexed is a sketch of that part of the field of battle on which the 
thifd brigade was engaged, but on which is put down only the posi- 
tions occupied by the seventh brigade. The Alabama and Georgia 
regiments advanced in a body no farther than the swamp S, except the 
fragments of those companies who assisted in driving the enemy from 
F, and taking the battery, The Mississippi and North Carolina regi- 
ments advanced to B and F, taking the battery, and with unbroken 
front, in good condition to continue the fight. 
I have the honor to be,' respectfully, 

J. R. TRIMBLE, Brigadier' General 

I casually omitted to mention the name of Lieutenant Vindell, 
adjutant*of the twenty-first Georgia regiment, who behaved with dis- 
tinguished coolness and bravery, and did signal service in holding that 
regiment in its position while under'the heaviest fire. 

J. R. TRIMBLE, Brigadier General 



GENERAL TRIMBLE'S f REPORT OF OPERATIONS FROM 
JUNE 28 TO JULY 1, INCLUSIVE. 

Headquarters Brigade, July 30, 1962. 

Major General R. S. Ewell, 

Commanding Division : 

V * . - . 

General: I respectfully append the following as a continuation of 

the operations of the seventh brigade from June 28th to July 1st, in** 

elusive : 

On the, 28th June, the brigade rested on the field of battle, and 
was chiefly employed in taking care of the wounded and burial of the 
dead. On Sunday, 29th, orders were received to march down the 
Chickahominy. During the delay of starting. I halted, about nine 
o'clock, at a dwelling on the battle-field, and sent an officer up a tree 
which had been prepared by the enemy as an observatory. Jhi^ of- 
ficer could, with glasses, plainly see the Yankee forces moving south- 
ward from lieynoldsville, (General McClellan's headquarters.) Tha 
smoke of burning stores could also be distinctly seen. J wrote a note 
addressed to General Lee, or General Jackson, stating these facts, and 
that the Federal army were certainly retreating. General Lee an- 
swered the note, and 'stated that the enemy were in heavy force on 
the right, and that he had tried to reach them with artillery, but with- 
out effect. Meantime, four large conflagrations had become plainly 
visible, and infantry, artillery and waggons were seen moving amidst 
clouds of dust, in a southerly direction. 1 again wrote to General 
Lee, then two miles distant, communicating these facts, andfexpressed 
the opinion that the enemy were certainly retreating with great pre- 
cipitation, as burning stores' were a sure indication, and ought to be 
vigorously pursued. It was afterwards known that General McClel- 
lan did break up the camps on Sunday morning at the place referred 
to, and commenced a rapid retreat. 

Under previous orders; we continued our march, about ten o'clock, 
and, after several halts, reached the York river railroad, near Bottom's 
Bridge, about two o'clock, with the third division. After marching 
and countermarching several times, a halt of some hours was made 
two. miles north of the railroad. • Several times* in 'the afternoon, I 
lad called attention to the dense cloud of dust observed on the north 
side of the Chickahominy ; that it plainly indicated a rapid retreat of 
the enemy, and that our forces should be thrown across that stream 
to intercept their flight or increase their disorder. A practicable 
ford was discovered near the point where we halted, and General 
Ewell had decided, under the discretion allowed him, to cross and at- 
tack them at four o'clock. But orders from (Seneral Jackson con- 
flicting with this, prevented so important a movement. About six, 
P. M., the division was marched back up the Chickahominy, crossed 
that stream in the night at New Bridge, and bivouacked at Reyn olds- 
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ville, twelve hours after the enemy and General McClellan had aban- 
doned that place. 1 ^ «, 
■ It is deeply. to be regretted that, from tne sufe indications of rapid 
retreat given by the Federal forces, some portion of our. army was 
not thrown across the Chickahorainy that day to fall on the flank of 
the enemy's retreating columns. This could have beeh safely an$ 
suddenly done at the ford bfeforje alluded to'. 

On Monday, 30th, by orders, we marched, at an early hour, over 
the same road taken by the enemy twenty-four hours before, and, 
three miles distant, passed the battle-field where General Longstreet 
had engaged the enemy the afternoon previous. At about four. P. 
M., we reached the White Oak Swamp, where, after an hour's en- 
gagement with artillery, General Jackson's army bivouacked for the 
night, (including General Whiting's. division.) * 

On Tuesday, July 1st, we marched, by orders, at'sunrise, crossed 
White Oak Swamp, (the r>ridge, destroyed by the enemy, causing some 

hours ; delay,) continued by 'slow marches to church, and formed 

line of battle on Poindexter's farm, opposite the Malvern Hills, 
about two', P. M.', — the seventh brigade, oh the extreme left. We re- 
mained in position about three hours, . during the greater part' of 
which timfr artillery and musketry fiirng was heard on our right, a 
mile or two distant. At five, P. M., Courtnay's battery was put in 
position, opened a brisk fire, which was answered. by heavy discharges 
from four or five batteries of the enemy posted on Malvern Hill. 
After half an hour's engagement, doing good service, the battery was 
withdrawn reluctantly by an, order of ^General Whiting, through & 
courier, (staff officer R. S. E.,) which*turned out to have been in- 
tended for another battery. 

At three, P. M>, that day, after the enemy's position and disposi- 
tion of his forces had been well reconnoitred through a glass, and 
plainly visible, I asked permission to move ^through the continupus 
woods to the left and attack the enemy by a surprise on his right. 
This proposal, forwarded to General Jackson, was declined by him. 
About sundown, orders weve received to march the seventh brigade 
to the right, where the battle had raged fiercely for some two hours, 
and our troops repulsed. I moved quickly,, guided by an officer of 
General D. H„ Hill's staff, through a dense woods, in the dark, ex- 
posed, for a mile and a half, to a continuous and rapid fire of the en- 
emy's artillery, and took up a position on (hat part of the field where 
General Magruder had made his disastrous charges across an open 
field, every yard of which could be swept by the "adverse artillery. 
Th;s field was about half a mile broad, skirted by woods on the left, 
and*a high and abrupt declivity descending to Turkey creek, on the 
right. I reported to General Ewell, and a few moments after, to D. 
H. Hill, who ordered the brigade to remain in its position near the 
woods, on the edge of the field. I proposed, soon after, to General D. 
H. Hill, to ride forward and reconnoitre the enemy's position. It 
was then about nine o'clock. We rode forward, and approached within 
one*hundred steps of the batteries, and could hear plainly the ordi- 
nary tone of conversation. The guns were then firing on the woods 
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to our left, where the -last attack had been made a*t right angles to that 
p"art e# the field we ^ere in. I suggested to General Hill the advan- 
tage of making an attack on this^ battery, and that it must be suc- 
cessful, as the enemy would not expect one from our position, and, 
under cover of the darkness, we could ajfproach them undiscovered. 
General Hill did not seem inclined to make the movement. We rode 
back: to the brigade, conversed some' time, when I again urged the 
propriety of an attack, as we could approach so near undiscovered as 
to ensure success, the enemy having no skirmishers in our front ; but 
he declined, as before, to order the attack, and directed me to make 
no further movement. I occupied this position until about twelve 
o'clock, when all firing had ceased for more than two hours, and as 
General Ewell and General Hill had bo,th been absent during this time, 
I retired the brigade into the woods to bivouac for the night, as the 
men were completely worn out, and no further action expected. 

The next morning, by dawn, I went QfF to ask for orders, when I 
found the whole army in the utmost disorder ; thousands of straggling 
men asking every passer by for their regiment; ambulances, wagons, 
'and artillery obstructing every road, and altogether in a drenching 
rain, presenting a scene of the most woeful and disheartening confu- 
sion. The seventh brigade not having been fairly, brought into ac- 
tion, was in good order next morning, and prepared to move in a 
body. By six o'clock, orders were received -from General Jackson, 
whom I met casually, to march to the church, where we remained all 
day the 2d of July. Thursday, 3d July, we had orders to march to 
the front ; did so, and encamped about eight miles from James river, 
opposite Westover. July 4th, we again marched to the front, reached 
a point about four miles from James river, where line of battle was 
formed and skirmishers thrown out half a mile in advance, who occa- 
sionally exchanged shots with the enemy's scouts. At night, -one of 
my regiments was put -on picket. We- lay in camp until July 8th. 
We' were ordered to move, at dark, to the rear, and on the 10th of 
July, encamped four miles from Richmond. Scarcely able to march 
from excessive fatigue and prostration, *the result of constant fight- 
ing and marching in a country where air and water were both im- 
pure, and rapidly breaking down the health of .the army. 

I append below, the list of killed and wounded in the before men- 
tioned engagements. 

Yours, respectfully, 

J. R. TRIMBLE, 

Brigadier General. 
List of Killed and Wounded. 
Sixteenth Mississippi regiment, enlisted men, - - 3* 
Fifteenth Alabama, - - - - - - -4 

Twenty-first North Carolina, ' - - - 8 

Total, - . . - : - 1 - .16 

J. E. DOUTHIT, 

Assistant Surgeon. 
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On the above report was the following endorsement : 

This report was 'handed in by General Trimble after the comple- 
tion of my report. Some portions of it may require explanation, 
but time is not sufficient to alter mine, already delayed. 

R. g. EWELL. 



COLONEL WALKER'S REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF ,THE 
FOURTH BRIGADE AT GAINES' MILL. 



• Headquarters Thirteenth Virginia, ) 

. . August 2, 1862. J* 

Lieutenant G. Campbell Brown, ^ 

A. A. General: ^» . 

In compliance with instructions from division headquarters, direct- 
ing me to report the operations of the fourth brigade at the .battle of 
Gaines' Mill, fought on the 27th of June, I have the honor to report 
that I was hot called upon to take command of the brigade until after 
General Elzey was wounded late in the evening, and that I knew 
nothing of the movements of any regiment, except my own, prior to 
that time. When informed that General Elzey had been wounded 
and carried from the field, I went in search of the other regiments of • 
the brigade, but General Elzey's aids having all been killed or 
wounded, I ^-as only able to* find the thirty-first, fifty-eighth, and 
forty-fourth Virginia. These regiments remained in the action until 
dark, when I directed them to withdraw to Butler's church to res,tand 
procure ammunition. 

The next morning, the remaining regiments * of the brigade, viz.: 
the twelfth Georgia and the twenty-fifth and fifty-second Virginia, re- 
poited to me, they having been detached the day before by General 
Elzey to support batteries. 

I enclose- the report of the commanding officer of each regiment 
for particulars and for list of killed and wounded. My own regiment, 
thirteenth Virginia, was sent forward as skirmishers in the morning 
and killed and wounded five or six of the enemy and took some twenty- 
five prisoners. In the evening it was in the hottest of the fight and 
both officers and tnen, with a few exceptions, behaved well and fought 
with a determination and bravery worthy the cause in which we are 
engaged. The loss of the regiment # in kille*d and wounded was very 
heavy in proportion to the number engaged. Only about two hun- 
dred and fifty went into action, and »of that number one hundred ; and 
twelve were killed and wounded. The'los*s in company officers was 
particularly heavy and is the best evidence, of the gallant manner in 
which they discharged their duties. * 

I beg leave to add my humble testimony to the gallantry of Capt. * 
Wm. H. Shearer, who* was mortally wounded . while bravelv encour- 
aging his men. Also to that of Captain C. G. Cooke, of company 
A; First-Lieutenant Fi D. Sherrard, of company K, and Lieutenant 
Strait, of 'company II, all of whom fell like brave' % and true men at 
their posts. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

ii k 4J. A. % WALKER, v 
^Colonel Thirteenth Virginia Hegirnent 



GENERAL HOOD'S REPORT OF BATTLE OF GAINES 1 

» MILL. 



.Headquarters Texas Brigade,) 
July 10, 1§62. J 

Major J. H. Hill, A. A. G. : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
enacted in the engagement qf the. 27th ultimo, near Gaines' Mill, by 
this brigade : 

Arriving on the field between four and five o'clock, P. M., I was 
informed by Colonel J. M. Jones, -of Gener^ EwelFs staff, that. his 
troops were hard pressed and required assitance. Line of battle was 
formed at once, with the Hampton legion, Lieutenant Colonel M. M. 
Gary commanding, on the left, with orders to gain the crest of the 
hill in the w^oods and hold it, which they did. The fifth Texas, Col. 
J. B. Robertson commanding, engaging the enemy on the right of 
the legion, and the first Texas, Colonel A. T. Rainey commanding, 
on the right of the fifth Texas. The brigade moved gallantly forward, 
soon becoming engaged from left to riglit. The battle raged with 
great fury all along the line as these noble troops pressed steadily on, 
forcing the enemy to. gradually give way. Directing in person the 
fourth Texas regiment, Colonel John Marshall commanding, on 
the right of my line, they were the first troops to pierce the. strong 
line of breastworks occupied by the enemy, which caused great con- 
fusion in their ranks. Here the eighteenth Georgia, Lieutenant 
Colonel S. L. Ruff commanding, came to the support of the fourth 
TexaS, and the regiments pTessed on over a hotly contested field, in- 
clining from right to left, with the fifth Texas on their left, taking a 
large number of prisoners and capturing" fourteen (14) pseces of ar- 
tillery, when night came on and further pursuit of the enemy ceased. 
The guns were captured by the fourth Texas and eighteenth Geor- 
gia and a regiment was taken prisoners by the fifth Texas regiment. 

In this engagement, I regret to report the loss of many gallant offi- 
cers and men. Among those who fell, either killed or mortally 
wounded, were Colonel John Marshall, Lieutenant Colonel Warwick, 
Captains E. D. Ryan, J. \V. Hutcheson, P. P. Porter, T. M. Owen/ 
A. A. G., and Lieutenants R. J. Lambert, C. Rich, D. L. Butts, D. 
P.. Lyons, T. II. Halleman, of the fourth Texas; Lieutenants J. E. 
Chute and W. G. Wallace, of the fifth Texas ; Captain B. F. Benton, 
first Texas ; Lieutenants L. A. McCullough, T. J. Cohn, Thos. 
Dowden, of the eighteenth Georgia ; also, Major Key, of the fourth 
Texas; Colonel Rainey, of the first Texas, and Colonel Robertson, 
of # the fifth Texas, received severe wounds while nobly discharging 
, their duty) On the field officers of the fourth Texas being killed or 
wounded, the command ojf the regiment devolved on Capt. (now Major) 
W. r. Townsand, who led it most gallantly.S There are many ofher 
officers and men distinguished for their noble deeds on that day, for 
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which I will have to refer you to reports in detail of regimental 
commanders. During the engagement, most efficient service was ren- 
dered me in gallantly leading forward troops and transporting orders 
by Captain W. H. Sellers, A. A. G. ; Lieutenant J. T. Hunter, of 
the fourth Texas, A. D. C. ; Colonel J. H. Murray, and General T. 
J. Chambers, of Texas, and Major B. H. Blanton, of Kentucky vol- 
unteer aid-de-camp — Lieutenant D. L. Sub^ett, A. D. # C, being or- 
dered to remain with the ordnance train. I also take great pleasure 
in acknowledging the distinguished services rendered me by Lieuten- 
ant James Hamilton, of General Taylor's staff. As to the conduct of 
the officers and men, one and all, too much cannot or even will be said 
in their praise 

The following is a recapitulation of casualties, the detailed list ac- 
companying report: Killed, eighty-nine; wounded, four hundred 
and seventy-seven ; misafcijj, four. 

I am, sir, very respectfully', your obedient servant,. 

J. B. HOOD, 
Brigadier General commanding Texas Brigade. 
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL WISE. 

Headquarters of Brigade,' ) 
Chqffirfs Farm, July 16, 1862. } 

Te Archer Anderson, A. A. G. : 

Major : In compliance with the request of Major General Holme3, 
I send you the following report. On the morning of the 30th June 
last, my aid, Lieutenant J. J. Wise, brought me a verbal message 
from General Holmes that he was advancing to meet the enemy and 
inquiring whether I could join him, as his forces* were few and 
fatigued. I then had three regiments of infantry, the fourth, twenty- 
sixth and forty-sixth Virginia volunteers, and* four batteries of light 
artillery, under strict orders to guard and support the heavy batteries 
at Chaffin's Bluff. General Holmes, in the message delivered to me, 
disclaimed giving me orders, but suggested rather that he needed rein- 
forcements/and enquired whether I could aid him.. I immediately 
assumed the responsibility of ordering to his command the twenty- 
sixth, Colonel Page, and the forty-sixth, Colonel Duke, and Andrew's 
and Rives' batteries, under Major Stark, leaving of these only small 
camp guards, and the fourth regiment and French's and Armistead's 
batteries to guard the bluff. On the 30th of June, the twenty-sixth 
regiment, by morning report, had thirty-one officers, seventy non- 
commissioned officers, and three hundred and fifty-four privates ; the 
forty-sixth had thirty-one officers, sixty-four non-commjssioned offi- 
cers and three hundred and six privates ; and twenty privates of each 
for guard. The total of .infantry was sixty- two officers, one hundred 
and thirty-two non-commissioned officers and six hundred and twenty 
privates; aggregate infantry, eight hundred. and fourteen. The" ar- 
tillery corps had: Company A, Captain * Andrews, four pieces, four 
officers, nine non-commissioned officers, sixty-three privates ; company 
C, Captain Rives, four pieces, two officers, seven non-commi&ioned 
officers, and sixty-two privates. Total, six officers, sixteen non- • 
commissioned officers," and one hundred and twenty-five privates; * 
making in all, infantry and artillery, the aggregate of nine hundred 
and sixty-one officers, non-commissioned officers. and privates. I 
commanded these in person, and was attended by my official aid and 
two volunteers — Lieutenant J. J. Wise, Captain George D. Wise., 
(who acted as volunteer aid of General Holmes,) and Lieutenant 
Barksdale Warwick. * 

.As early as possible after General Holmes passed with his force, I 
followed, and reported to him at the Drill house, hear New Market. 
There, finding President Davis, I submitted my action, in joining 
General Holmes without orders, to him, and, he approving, I took ' 
orders from General Holmes. He posted me in position on the ex- 
treme right of the high grounds near New Market. Rives' battery, 
on the left, was supported by the forty-sixth ; Andrews', on the right, 
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by the twenty-sixth. In this position we remained until ordered to 
advance on the evening of the 30th. . I was ordered* to follow the 
brigade of Colonel Daniel, and brought up the rear, which threw me 
bn the extreme right, on the River road, leading past Malvern Hill 
$ind over Turkey creek bridge. When I arrived in position on the 
narrow road, I found it obstructed by Burroughs cavalry, and or- 
dered it out of the way of my infantry, so^hat I might join my line 
to that of Colonel Daniel's infantry. . The forty-fifth North Carolina 
regiment, I am informed, of Colonel Daniel's command, was in jux- 
taposition to my twenty-sixth regiment. Major Burroughs moved 
his cavalry in advance of my position, and in the rear of the forty- 
fifth North Carolina regiment. There was a corps of cavalry, 
Baker's, I am told, in advance of that of Burroughs. • The enemy 
commenced a heavy shelling of the road, and of the open field on fts 
right and left. In a few moments 'the cnvalry, said to be Baker's, 
wheeled into the field on the left, rode irregularly around that field, 
and in a short time- came rapidly past the infantry in the road ; in a 
few moment^ more, artillery horses, loose, then a caisson, and then 
guns, said to be Branch's battery, came stampeding, in wild confu- 
sion, by and through my line ; and these were fallowed, in confusion, 
by the regiment next to the twenty-sixth, of my brigade, said to be 
the forty-fifth North Carolina. It was with difficulty my men could 
avoid serious damage by this wild rout of cavalry, artillery and in- 
fantry. But I am proud to say that bpth of 'my regiments and my 
artillery maintained their posts firmly, without a man's moving until 
they were ordered. This position was on the road where the River 
rc-ad joins the Quaker r )ad, west of a branch of Turkey creek, with 
a wood and that branch between it and Malvern Hill ; distance from 
the hill about six huncfred yards, with the woods and creek inter-. 
venir;g. 

Late in the evening, I was ordered back to take position where the 
River road joins the Long Bridge road, and there my force bivouacked 
for the night of 'the 30th. On the morning of the 1st cf July, I was 
ordered again to take position," as at first, on the right of the high 
grounds of New Market. And again, later in the day, I was ordered 
to leave the front, advancing upon* the enemy down the river road. 
I was halted in the road, in front of Curl's Neck, with a woods on the 
left, and deployed to the left, aligned in the woods. There my artil- 
lery was posted, north of the open field where the Quaker road meets 
the river road. 

Late in the evening I was ordered to advance with my infantry, ,to 
mount the fence and pass the field in double-quick. When I came to 
the field I was again halted, and my men fell back into the edge of 
the woods to avoid the shells of the gunboats. In a short time I was 
ordered to move, and passed the field, until I came up to the fence 
dividing it from the Quaker road. This brought my forces to within 
about four hundred and fifty or five hundred yards of the enemy's 
batteries, the woods, swamp and creek intervening, and it being quite 
dark. , * 

Before this advance across .the field, the heavy- volleys of musketry 
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opened on the left at about six, P. M., and continued until about 
nine, P. M. Whilst halted at the Quaker road, the cheers of tho 
combatants were distinctly heard. • 
** At about iiine, or half-past nine, P. M., I was ordered to fall b&ok 
to the other side of the open field. I was commanded by Major Gen- 
eral Holmes in person, and bivouacked with him in that field on the 
night of the 1st of July. During the night, the movements of the 
enemy retreating were distinctly audible. 

A drenching rain came on next morning and Sooded the broods 
where our men slept, and we were early ordered back to where the 
River road joins the Long I>ridge road. Late in the evening of the 
2nd, I received orders from General Lee to return to thi^post, where 
I have since remained. The accompanying map will show or illus- 
trate my report. 

1 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY A, WISE, 
Brigadier General. 



REPORT OF ADJUTANT PEARCE. ' 

Headquarters Chaffin's Farm, July 16, \3&Z. 
To Brigadier General Henry A. Wise : 

General: I have the honor to report the force you left here with, 
on the morning of the 30th June, as follows : 

Twenty-sixth Virginia regiment, Colonel P. R. Page — 31 officers, 70 
non-commissioned officers, 354 privates. 

Forty-sixth Virginia regiment, Colonel R. T. W. Duke — 31 officers, 
64 non-commissioned officers, 306 privates. ■ 

Artillery corps, two companies, (Major Stark.) — Company A, Captain 
Andrews — 4 pieces, 4 officers, 9 non-commissioned officers, 63 pri- 
Tates. Company C, (Japtain Rives— 4 pieces, 2 officers, 7 non- 
commissioned officers, 62 privates. 

Total — 68 commissioned officers, 935 enlisted mein. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. PEARCE, A, A. G. 
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REPORT OF COLONEL DANIEL OF OPERATIONS OF 
THIRD BRIGADE. " 



Headquarters Brigade, Dep't North Carolina, ) 
Camp near Petersburg, July 16, 1862. ) 

Major A. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Department North Carolina : 

Major : In obedience to instructions just received, dated July 
16th, 1362*1 have the honor to make. the fallowing report of the op- 
erations of my command, on the north side of the James river : 

Agreeable to orders from Major General Holmes, I left DrewryV* 
Bluff on the 29th, with my command, consisting of my own regiment, 
the forty-fifth North- Carolina troops, Colonel Keenan's, the forty- 
third North Carolina troops, and Colonel Craton's, the fiftieth Nprth 
Carolina troops, Breui's and Graham's field batteries,, the former of 
six and the latter of four pieces, and Burrough's battalion of cavalry, 
in all about seventeen hundred effective nten, and crossed the James 
river at the pontoon bridges, about twelve o'clock, M., of that day, 
an d«jjb camped with Walker's brigade, by order of the Major General 
commanding, on the Mill road, near the Newmarket road 

The next day, we continued the' march, at an early hour, following 
the Newmarket road, leading towards the enemy's left, and arrived upon 
the field of action at about three o'clock, P. M. Upon'gettirg near the 
field, I received orders from Geueral Holmes to order the artillery 
forward to the fork of the* road in front of us, and there to report to 
Colonel Deshler, chief of ordnance, and to order Major Burroughs, 
with his cavalry, to report to Colonel Ilosser, and to halt^rny infantry 
a little in the rear of the forks of the road, aad there to await further 
orders. As I was marching, by order of the ueneral, w T ith my artil- 
lery in front, and ctvalry 'in rear, I directed Captains Graham and 
Brem to move forward and report to Colonel t)eshlcr, and did not see 
these batteries any more until I saw them leaving the field, when 
Captain Graham's battery was almost completely disorganized, and 
with two pieces and two caissons less th'an when it left me. This 
battery, as I afterwards learned, left the field without proper orders, 
and in great disorder as will be seen in my special report, handed in 
some time since. 

% For the operations of Captain Brem's battery, I respectfully refer 
you to his report. 

At the time that I ordered these batteries to report to 'Colonel 
De^hler, I ordered Major Burroughs, through a staff officer, to re- 
port to Col. Ilosser in a field upon the right of the road, and in rear 
of our position. Seeing Colonel Ilosser a short time after this, and 
learning that he would move his'cavalry from a field on the right of 
the road to the left, ftid in front of us, I sent, an officer to direct 
Major Burroughs to turn into the field on the left instead of the right. 
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About this time, the gunboats opened a very heavy fire upon my line, 
and after the first few discharges, the cavalry became confused and 
partially disorganized, and commenced leaving the field in great disr 
1 order, so much so as to seriously injure some of the infantry, by 
running through their ranks. After this, I did not see them again, 
as they were placed under the orders of Colcfnel Rosser. 

The position occupied by my command was in the road, with a cul- 
tivated field intervening between it and the river, distant from nine 
hundred to a thousand yards, with an open field in front of the cen- 
tre and some woods opposite the extreme right and left. This posi- 
tion was reached by three distinct fires from the gunboats in the river, 
from a battery in front, which Colonel Deshler, chief o'f ordnance, 
thinks had' some twenty-five or thirty guns, and from a battery that 
I afterwards understood was firing on General Longstreet's command. . 
The road being worn away from use, presented the best co*ver from 
the enemy's fire. I therefore directed the infantry to sit down hi the 
road for protection. 

Daring the stampede of the cavalry and artillery, I received an 
order from General Holmes, to send him an infantry regiment. I 
immediately ordered my regiment to proceed to the point designated, 
under command of Lieutenant Colonel Morehead. This regiment 
moved off in good order, but was stopped by the rout of the artillery, 
which almost completely blocked up the road. It was at this time, 
under a terrible fire, and from* the confusion of the the artillery, and,, 
from fear of being run over by it, it left the road in some disorder. . 
Seeing this, I proceeded there and rallied.it i# a few moments, and itf» 
then marched off in good order to report to the* General commanding. It 
lost two killed and fourteen wounded. In addition to this ? there were 
several others seriously hurt, by being run over by the cavalry and 
artillery.. 

During the stampede^f the cavalry and .artillery, the forty-third . 
and fiftieth regiments bmh. because slightly confuted, but were soon 
rallied, and remained steady the balance of the evening. In the 
forty-thin?, there was wme "wounded, and m the fiftieth, there were 
seven wounded. These $ree regiments were all new, ar^d behaved 
well under the circumstances. 

.My staff "officers. M<^t>r Kdmun^ton, Captain Badger, Lieutenants 
Hammond and Bond, behaved with coolness and bravery, and were of 
great assistance t'o me. 

In addition to this list of casualties, please add the number of cas- 
ualties in Brem's battery. 

About 1;eu o'clock, on the night of the 30th ultimo, we marched to 
the rear about a mile and a half, by order of. the Major General com- 
manding, to find water and a camping ground. The following even- 
ing, we took a position in line of -battle, nea^the position occupied 
the previous evening, and remained in line of battle all night, and. 
until nine or ten o'clock the next morning, when we marched some- 
three-quarters of a mile to the .par, by order of the Major General 
commanding, for water and a'camping ground. That evening, about * 
six o'clock, we received onlers to march immediately to Drewry's 
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Bluff. I took up the march immediately, recrossed the river at the 
pontoon bridge early in the morning, and reached Drewry's JBluff 
about half-past eight, A. M. * 

I am, Major, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
f . • JUNIUS DANIEL, 

Colonel forty-fifth N. C. l\oops, commanding 33 brigade. 



REPORT OF COLONEL MANNING OF OPERATIONS OF 
FOURTH BRIGADE. 



Headquarters Fourth Brigade, Dep't N. C, > 
Camp Lee, July 16, 1862. J 

Major Archer Anderson, A. A. General: * 

Major: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this brigade during the recent engagements in front of 
Richmond : 

Thursday night, June 26th, orders were received from the Secretary 
of War for the fourth brigade, Brigadier General J. G. Walker com- 
manding, to cross the James river, and reinforce Major General Huger's 
division. The brigade, composed of the third Arkansas, thirtieth Vir- 
ginia, fifty-seventh Virginia, twenty-seventh Norths Carolina and 
forty-sixth North Carolina regiments,"and second Georgia battalion, 
Captains French and Branch's light batteries and Captain Goodwin's 
cavalry company, in all amounting to about four thousand men and 
officers, crossed the pontoon bridge and reached General Huger about 
twelve o'clock, M, on Friday, the 27th June. Whilst" with General 
Huger's division, the fifty-seventh regiment Virginia- volunteers was 
relieved from duty with this brigade, and in its place Col. R. C. Hill's 
forty-eighth regiment North Carolina troops was substituted. Friday 
night, the brigade was*ordered to cross the Chickahominy on abridge, 
thrown across the stream by the enemy, which was accomplished by 4 
noon Saturday, and the command moved down and biv&uacked on the 
battle fiejd of the day before, where they remained until Sunday morn^ 
ing, when orders came to recross the Chickahominy and report to 
Major General Huger again.* The troops were crossed by daylight 
Sunday morning, and proceeded at once to General Huger's division. 

Orders came in the afternoon of Sunday, to move down the River 
road. The column was immediately put in motion, and, after an ex- 
ceedingly fatiguing march reached General Holmes' division in the 
evening, in the vicinity of the pontoon bridge across James river. 

Monday, June 30th, the brigade moved forward about five" or six 
miles, and formed line of battle on a very commanding hill, in order 
to check the reported advance of the enemy. In the afternoon of Mon- 
day, the brigade was advanced, and came into action with the enemy, 
about five o'clock, P. M. A heavy fire of artillery was kept up be- 
tween a section of Captain French's battery, under Lieutenant Cooper, 
a section of Captain Branch's battery, under Lieutenant Martin, and 
the enemy's numerous batteries, advantageously posted on Malvern 
Hill. Unfortunately, our troops were under the range of the enemy's 
gunboats, which kept up an incessant fire with guns of the heaviest 
calibre, with extraordinary precision. The firing ceased before dark, 
except an occasional shot, and about nine o'clock, the command re- 
turned to its original position. Notwithstanding the exceedingly heavy 
fire the brigade was exposed to during the evening of the 30th, com- 
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paratively few casualties occured, twenty men having been wounded, 
one- of whom has since died. During the greater*part of Tuesday the 
1st July, the brigade remained in line of battle on Warren's Hill. In 
the afternoon an advance was ordered, the command moved forward 

kin line of battle, for about half a mile, when they werfe halted and re- 
mained in line during the night. * 

It is proper to state here, that the brigade General commanding 

' met-wi%a painful accident on Tuesday evening, which incapacitated 
him to retain command of the brigade, and, as senior colonel, I was 
assigned to command. On Wednesday evening, at five o'clock, orders 

^were received for the brigade to move back to Drewry's Bluff. ' After 
a fatiguing march through a drenching rain and muddy roads, we 
reached the bluff safely by daylight, Thursday morning/ With few 
exceptions the conduct of officers and men, both on the march and in 
action, was everything that could be desired. 

. List of killed and wounddd of the fourth brigade, in action Monday 
evening, June*30th, 1862: / 
Third Arkansas regiment, one wounded slightly. • 
Thirtieth Virginia regiment, fiv</ wounded, one since dead. 
Twenty-seventh regiment North Carolina troops,- six wounded. 
Forty-sixth regiment North Carolina troops, none. % 
Forty-eighth regiment North Carolina troops, none. 
Second Georgia battalion, none. 
French's battery, seven wounded, 'three severely. 
Branch's battery, one wounded slightly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. MANNING, 
Colonel, commanding Fourth Brigade. 

Official : 

W. A. Smith," A. A. General. 

7 m 



GENERAL BIPLEY S REPORT OF ADVANCE ON i'5th OF 

JUNE. 



Headquarters Brigade, > 
Turner's Field, June 16, 1862. $ 

Captain G. M. Lovel, 

Assistant Adjutant General, in Right Wing : .> 

- Captain : I have the hoiftr *to report that, in obedience to orders 
from the headquarters of the right wing, I caused a line ofvskirmishers 
to be formed across the front occupied by iluger's division, composed 
as follows : Colonel Stokes, first North Carolina volunteers, on the 
right; Colonel Gaston Meares, third North Carolina volunteers, in the 
centre, and Colonel Smith, forty-fourth Georgia regiment, on the- 
left, extending from White Oak Swamp, across the Williamsburg road, 
to the York River railroad. Each regiment threw out from three to 
*fiix companies of skirmishers, the remainder being, under orders of their 
respective colonels, 'in reserve. Colonel Gibson's forty-eighth Geor- 
gia regiment was held in readiness for such service' as required. 
Soon after*three o'clock, the line of skirmishers advanced along the 
whole front, driving in % the enemy's pickets to close proximity of 
their camps. Colonel Stokes encountered the difficult ground of th$ 
Bwamp, which prevented a rapid advance, but drove in the pickets, 
capturing one captain and two privates of the enemy. Colonel Meares 
advanced in the centre, to the battle-ground of the Seven Pines^tp 
w T ithin cne hundred and fifty yarcft of the enemy's vforks, which they 
appear to have strengthened, but which are not, as yet, arme.d with 
artillery. Colonel Meares was reinforced by ColoneJ Gibson'^ regi- 
ment during his advance. Colonel Smith's pushed the enemy back 
to the abattis, covering the field in vicinity of the enemy.'s works, near 
the Williamsburg road, and drove back his pickets near the railroad. 
A heavy storm of rain prevailing from the time of the advance until 
nightfall, prevented an accurate reconnoissance. The enemy, how- 
ever, was in force behind his* lines, and, although his pickets gave 
.back readily, appeared willing ta give battle in position. The ad- 
vance positions were held until near nine o'clock, P. M., when, in 
obedience to orders, the line of skirmishers was slightly withdrawn, 
and the reserves of the different regiments held in hand. During the 
night some .picket firing occurred, and this morning, about four 
o'clock, Colonel Smith's regiment was threatened by a force of in- 
fantry, artillery and cavalry. # At about nine o'clock, the force .was 
withdrawn from the front, with the exception of the first North Car- 
olina and forty-eighth Georgia regiments, which •held the advance 
line of pickets. We captured, altogether, o^e captain and ten pri*. 
vates, four of the latter being wounded. Colonel Smith recovered 
twenty stand of arms from the battle-field. 

Our loss consisted of Third Lieutenant W T are and private S. 8. 
Hankin, -captured, and private Dardy Johnspn, killed, of the cavalry, 
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aad two privates killed, and four wounded, of the forty-fourth Geor- 
gia regiment. Some six of the first North Qarolina volunteers were 
ciisaing last night, having beea lost in the swamp. All but three, 
however, have returned, and it is hoped that all will be present before 
nightfall. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. S. RIPLEY, Brigadier General 



REPORT OF GENERAL PRYOR OF OPERATIONS OF FIFTH 

BRIGADE. 

Headquarters Fifth Brigade, July. 2^ y 1862. 
Major Sorell, A, A. General : 

Major : I beg to submit the following report of the operations of 
the fifth brigade in the recent engagements around Richmond : 

About eleven o'clock, on the night of the 26th of June, I was directed 
by 'Major General Longstreet to relieve the brigade of Colonel Col- 
quitt, in its advanced position on the field of the day's fighti Ex- 
pecting the enemy- to renew the combat in the morning, I disposed 
my regiment in such manner as to prevent a surprise, to- resi^ an 
assault and to reinforce Featherston, whom a march by* the left flank 
had placed in my front. Maurin's battery I posted on an elevation 
in the rear, whence it might fire without affecting our men, and yet 
attain the enemy, who occupied another eminence across Beaver Dam 
creek,. Scarcely had I completed my arrangements, when, by the 
light of the earliest dawn, the enemy began the attack. Featherston 
being in advance, received .the first shock. As rapidly as possible, I 
hurried my troops to his assistance. We assumed the aggressive, 
and, after an obstinate resistance of two hours, the dnemy were 
•pushed back until our brigades were prepared to pursue them across 
Beaver Ham creek. But General Wilcox arrived meantime with his 
brigade, and determined not to take this step until a bridge could be 
constructed for the passage of the artillery. While we were engaged 
in that business, Major General Longstreet came up, anjk assumed 
personal direction of our movements. 

In this affair at Ellyson's mill, my command sustained considerable 
loss. The battalion of Lieutenant Colonel Coppens, and the third 
regiment Virginia volunteers, were especially distinguished. 

Arriving at Hogan's house, in pursuit of the enemy, I was directed 
by Major General Longstreet to conduct my brigade as an advanced 
guard. I had not proceeded more than a mile, .when the enemy were 
Observed in the woods on Dr. Gaines' farm. I detached-a few compa- 
nies to drive in his nearest skirmishers and to dislodge his sharp- 
shooters from their cover. This was effected without much difficulty.. 
A line of skirmishers, extending along the entire front of the woods 
in rear of Dr. Gaines' house, discovered to me the position in which 
the enemy had resolved to offer battle. • Of this position, about eleven 
o'clock, I attempted a reconnoisa^ce. 1 deployed my entire brigade, 
under a galling fire from the enemy's battery over the river*, and ad- 
vanced across the field, a distance of a half mile,»tfb within range x>f 
the enemy's infantry. I found him in very great force. A few hours 
afterwards, Captain Meade, of Major General Longstreet's .staff, de- 
livered me an order to engaga the enemy. Immediately I moved 
from my position at Gaines' house, straight forward to the wood ia 
which the enemy was concealed. Ascending the hill in frtmt of his 
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position, my men were staggered by a terrific volley, at the same time 
that they suffered severely from the battery acros? the Chickahominy. 
I'was compelled to retire them to the dbver of a ravine* in ray rear. 
After the lapse of a few moments, I again moved them 'fonvard, and 
again they encountered a fire which r it was impossible to endure. This 
time, however, they were not arrested before? uiey 'had rushed dowri^to 
the edge of the wood where the enemy lay. In these assaults, I sus- 
tained a very great loss — as much, almost, from the enemy's artillery 
as from his infantry fire. A single shell killed and disabled eleven of 
my men. Meanwhile, Wilcox had come to my assistance. Then 
Featherston and Pickett appeared.. 

Forming line on the acclivity of the hill which screened us from the 
enemy;' we moved forward, 'but y for several minutes of painful sus- 
pensej we were held in check by the deadly volleys poure*d upon U3. 
At tast, with a terrific yell,, our brave men rushed down the hill, 
leaped the ditch', and drove the. enemy from his position at the point 
of the bayonet. Emerging from the woods, they encountered an 
awful fire of grape and canister from the batteries in the field before 
them. "Nevertheless, they pressed on, drove the enemy from his 
second line, and captured his artillery. So the field was won. In 
this brilliant fight my brigade bore a not unworthy part. Although 
they had been engaged with the enemy from the earliest dawn, and 
had already suffered serious losses, they were not behind the foremost 
in' the final victorious charge. 

At Frazier's farm, the position of my brigale was indicated by* 
yourself. About four o'clock-, I received an order from Major Gene- 
ral Longstreet.to go into the fight. At once. I moved in line towards 
the field, but the wood and other obstructions forced me to form col- 
umn and^end my regiments in successively. Arriving on the field, 
I discovefWU that the brigade on my right had been repulsed, and that 
my command were exposed to a destructive iire on the flank as well 
as in front. Nevertheless, they stood thoir ground, and sustained the 
unequal combat until reinforced by the brigade of General Gregg. 
We did not return to our original position until the engmy had aban-* 
doned the field, and surrendered his artillery into our possession. In 
this engagement my loss wis uncommonly heavy — in officers as well 
as men. Tho fourteenth Alabama, bearing the brunt of the struggle, 
was nearly annihilated. I crossed the Chickahominy, on the 26th, 
<with one thousand four hundred men.' In the fights that followed, I 
suffered a loss of eight hundred and forty-nine killed and wounded, 
and eleven missing. In a report which I had the 'honor to submit 
some days ago, I distinguished the officers whom I thought worthy of 
• promotion.' I will only add, now, §iat Captain Maurin, of tho Don- 
aldsonville artillery, attached to my brigade, exhibited himself a most 
courageous and capable officer. 

I am Major, very respectfully, 
. - Your obedient servant, 

ROGER A. PRYOR, 
I* Brigadier General commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL . STRANGE OF OPERATIONS OF 
THIRD BRIGADE IN BATTLE OF GAINES' MILL. 

Headquart£RS»Tiiird Brigade, Second Division, > 

June 15, 1862. J. 

To Major G. M. Sorrel, tm 

-4. -4. General: 

Major : In obedience to orders from headquarters, I respectfully 
submifra report of the part taken in the battle of Gaines'. Mill, Friday, 
June 2?th, 1862, by this brigade. The report should not have been 
so long delayed, but for the fact that, in three instances, regiments 
were left without a* field officer, and several instances occurred where 
companies were left without a single officer, thius causing unavoidable 
delay in the regimental reports : 

The brigade* reached Gaines' -Mill about four o'clock, P. M., and 
was immediately led to the right in the .direction of heavy firing. 
Passing through woods, we.soon reached a large open undulating field, 
with heavy timber on all sides, vjhere w0 were formed . in line of bat- 
tle, and awaited a 'few minutes the approach of the enemy, which was 
momentarily expected, as they were exactly in our front. Finding 
they would not advance, General Pickett ordered tfce brigade to ad- 
vance, which -it did in good order and at a 'double-quick, until it 
reached/the brow of the hill? about seventy yards in front of the en- 
trenched enemy. Here the firing became so fearful that, the men 
threw themselves upon the ground and commenced returning the fire 
with t spirit. Seeing the inequality of the contest, a' Charge was 
•ordered, which was obeyed with promptness. Here our gallant general 
(Pickett) fell, badly wounded, while nobly urging - on our boys. 
Colonel Withers, was also badly .wounded, at the , head of his regi- 
ment, and .ColoneL Hunton was sick, though, he did not leave the 
field, I understood afterwards, the command thus devolving upon me 
even before 1 was aware of it. The enemy were driven from a triple 
ro*w of defences,. (first, from a deep ditch; secQnd, from an abattis just 
beyond, and third, from the last line of defence, a barricade ^ipon the 
top of the hill.) The brigade captured a battery of spleniiu Parrott 
guns, and several hundred prisoners. .The long*iists of killed ani 
wounded will show the determined "manner in which the brigade con- 
ducted itself. We were relieved about dark and went back about 
.three-quarters .of a mile, where we bivouacked. 

The brigade entered thebattle%ith one thousand four hundred and 
eighty-one men and officers, (1,481,) and lost, in killed and wounded, 
four hundred and twenty-six, (426,) including forty-on,e (41) officers^ 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the men and officers for 
their gallant conduct upon this occasion, and it is hard to discrimi- 
nate where so many deported themselves so' well; yet there are a "few 
cases which cannot pass without honorable mention. Among the most 
deserving, I submit the cases of those who acted pre-eminently brave. 
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Lieutenants Hutchcrson and J. Thomas Green, eighth Virginia regi- 
ment, Lieutenant J. D. ' Mclntre, of the nineteenth Virginia, acted 
with ti coolness and bravery never surpassed. Captain Boyd, Lieu- 
tenant Shepherd and Sergeant Gilmer, of the nineteenth Virginia, 
also acted with conspicuous bravery. Sergeant Gilmer, while, urging 
his men over the breastworks, and calling upon them to follow their 
colonel, and to remember " Butler," fell, badly wounded* Also, Color 
Corporal Lee, of the twenty-eighth Virginia, and Captain Jefress, of 
the fifty-sixth, behaved with marked bravery. Privates Thacker, 
company ",G," and Henry Melton, company. " F," nineteenth Vir- 
ginia, deserve notice. 

I omitted to state that a good many of the brigade did not hear the 
order to " halt," when given, and kept on in pursuit of the flying 
foe. When about six hundred yards from our advanced lines, these, 
who were joined by many stragglers from other brigades, were charged 
by a squadron of United States cavalry; but our boys, though scat- 
tered in every direction, waited until they approached within about 
seventy-five yards, when a volley caused them to br.eak and fly in 
all directions, leaving many men and horses dead upon the field. 
They did not attempt a second charge. 

Respectfullv, vour obe/lient servant, 

JOHN B. STRANGE, 

Colonel, commanding. 



RErORT OF COLONEL STRANGE OF OPERATIONS OF 
THIRD BRIGADE IN THE BATTLE OF JUNE 30, 1862. 

Headquarters Third- Brigade, Second Division, 

July 15, 1862. J 

Major Q. M. Sorrel, ' * 
Assistant Adjutant General : 

Major; I have the honor to report the operations of- the third 
brigade in tho engagement of Monday, June 30, 1862. 

It wfts brought up confronting the enemy on the Darbytown road, 
in line of Rattle, about four, P, M., under command of Qolonel Huh- 
ton, eighth regiment Virginia volunteers; was t^en halted and 
ordered to lie down, while skirmishers'were thrown forward to ascer- 
tain the exact position of the enemy's forces. Soon after, Captain 
Dearing's battery ' came into position directly in* front of us, and 
opened with such' a destructive fire that one of the enemy's batteries 
was soon forced to retire to another position, leaving, as it afterwards 
appeared, a limber upon the field. We were then exposed to a most 
furious cannonade for an hour or more, sustaining, however, but lit- 
tle damage. About five o'clock, Colonel Ilunton gave the f order to 
charge^ to which the respective regiments responded with alacrity; 
but after proceeding across an open field, exposed to grape and shell, 
we entered a skirt of woods, where we were halted and then or- 
dered to maich by the right flank, which was done, until the brigade 
had crossed to the right of the Darbytown' road, when we changed 
direction to the front, but over such broken ground and through an 
almost impassable marsh, as well as encountering a brigade in full 
retreat, ^hich forced its way through our ranks, that the command 
was thrown into confusion. After passing through the marsh, the 
Ifne was again formed; but before starting forward, a column of the 
enemy, posted in the woods on our right flank, opened fire upon us, 
while the batteries threw a shower of grape into us through the open 
field in front, to avoid which, and gain cover, we marched by the left 
flank, by order of Colonel Strange, who, at this point, took command, 
by request of General Pickett's aids, as Colonel Hunton had become 
separated from the command, not being able to keep up on account of 
exhaustion, proceeding from his enfeebled condition, to a' point' of 
woods which afforded shelter, to within a few hundred yards of the 
enemy's batteries. I then ordered the brigade forward in line of bat- 
tle, under cover of this wood, and on emerging from it, discovered a 
large force approaching one of the batteries, which seemed deserted. 
Thinking our forces were in the wood in front engaging the enemy, as 
there was hot firing there, I assumed that these in their rear were 
friends, until convinced to the contrary by the open, honest display 
of the u old flag'; " whereupon I ordered a fire arid a charge, drove 
them from the battery back to their line in the wood* beyond. I re- 
gret, though, that in this fire, we had to kill nearly all the fine horses 
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attached to the battery. Upon capturing this battery, Adjutant Mc- 
Cullock, of the eighteenth regiment Virginia volunteers, asked rny 
permission to turn the guns on the retreating enemy'; but being sat- 
isfied that we h&d friends in front, and not knowing the exact posi- 
tion, I prohibited it for fear of doing more damage to our own troops 
than to the. enemy. I gave permission afterwards, just before dUrk, 
to turn the guns upon the foe, which was done, and a continuous fire 
kept up until about half past eight, t\ M., when night closed the 
conflict. 

Among those whose names deserve speci al mention for courage 'and 
daring, I find comraeaded by their commanders : 

Adjutant R. McCullock,^ Lieutenant company B, eighteenth reg- 
iment Virginia volunteers; ex-Lieutenant Richard. Fe*r£U3on, volun- 
teer, same command. 

Privates Jo>Vi Lightner, company B, Bowyer, company F, 

N. W. Heritdon, ^company F," William Campbell, company F, nine- 
teenth regiment Virginia volunteers. 

Lieutenant J. W. Jones, company B, fifty-sixth regiment Virginia 
volunteers. 

Private Royall Lockett, company G, fiftysixth regiment Virginia 
volunteers. * " 

1 would also bring to your .notice the name of "Captain Charles 
Pickett, A. A. Gr., who acted with- the mo3t conspicuous gallantry, 
carrying a flag by my side at the* head of* the brigade, on foot, (hav- 
ing lost -his horse,) and urging forward — all the time forward — until 
shot down, seriously wounded, and then begging those who went to 
bear him off the field, to leave him and go to the front, if they could 
not carry him off conveniently, but to leave him his flag, which he 
still held, a*hd let him die there under its folds. Lieutenant Sjmon- 
ton, volunteer aid, also acted with a bravery and coolness seldom 
equaled. His horse was shot down early in the action, but still he 
exposed himself to every danger, rallying •etreating troops, strag- 
glers, &e., and in every way rendering the most efficient service, f. 

The brrgade carried into action seven hundred and twenty-three 
muskets, and of thi3 .sm.ill number the loss was two hundred and 
twenty-eight, including four officers killed and thirteen wounded, as 
by the accompanying table showing the lo'ss of each regiment. 

I would respectfully suggest that more definite instructions be 
given to aids m regard' to the delivery of orders, so as to ensure 'their 
reception through the proper authorities. A failure to observe this 
rule often creates much confusion. 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

* • " • JOHN B. STRANGE, 

Colonel, commanding. 

* ' . * 



GENERAL WILCOX'S REPORT OF BATTLE OF ^UNE 27, 

1862. . „' 



Headquarters Fourth Brigade, Longstreet's Division, ) 

July 13, 1,862, . • i « 

Major G.*M. Sorral, A. A. General : 

Sir; I have the honor to Bubmit the following report of the part 
borne by my brigade in the battle of Friday, the 27th ultimo : 

Early in the morning of the 26th* ultimo, the brigade, in common 
with the other brigades of tbe division, moved from camp on the^ 
Charles City road across to the Mechanicsville turnpike. ' Here, the 
division was halted and remained until nearly dark. • While resting 
oil this road, and between the hours of two and three, P. M , artil- 
lery was heard in the direction of Mechanicsville. * This fire contin- 
ued with more or less vivacity till nearly dark, during much of which 
timeniusketry was also heard. 

*N®iY dark, the division moved *clown f the turnpike, crossed the 
Chickahominy, and bivouacked, for the flight at a^l near Mechanics- 
ville, the enemy having been driven from the immediate vicinity of 
this place. At dawn of day, the following morning, (Friday,) the 
enemy opened fire with their artillery, and continued, for more than 
an hour,* throwing shot and shell into our camp, without, however, 
causing serious inconvenience, or inflicting any loss. 

'At sunrise, I was ordered, by the 'Major General commanding, to 
move, with my brigade, across an open field, down the Chickahominy, 
to the support of Generals Pryor and Featherston, distant about 
a half or three-quarters of a mile and engaged at the time in a brisk 
skirmish with the enemy. Arriving at the poskron occupied by the 
brigades of Pryor and Featherston, I found them on the crest of a 
ridge, in a pine woods ; in front of them a ravine, through which ran 
a small stream, in a direction nearly parallel with the Mechanicsville 
turnpike. This stream was reported as - impracticable for infantry* . 
The enemy were seen in rifle-pits, and behind tree^ on $he crest of 
hills that rose rather abruptly from the far side of this -stream, and 
were at the . tiu\e delivering a well-directed and brisk fire upon 
our troops.. Halting my brigade in rear of Pryor and Featherston, I 
directed a company of the eighth Alabama to be deployed as skir- 
mishers into the woods skirting the Chickahominy, to the right, and 
the tenth Alabama was moved to the front and to the right of the po- 
sitions of Pryor and Featherston, and formed in the woods on the 
bank of the little stream above referred to. Neither the skirmishers 
nor the tenth Alabama met any of the enemy. A battery of artil- 
lery was no ordered intty position, on the ridge where the two ad- 
vanced brigades were then under* fire of the enemyVsharpshooters. 
This battery opened a fire of shot and shell upon the enemy. The 
Thomas artillery/Captain Anderson, of my biignde, was also placed' 
in battery, and commenced a fire of shot and shell upon the enemy's 
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infantry, who were soon dispersed. The Thomas artillery fired of 
shot and |hell one hundred and fifty rounds, losing one man killed by 
the enemy's sharpshooters, while gallantly doing his duty, Corporal 
Bart Jet t, a brave soldier. ' 

At this time, orders were received from the Major General com- 
manding, for the thrqe brigades to advance down the Chickahominy. 
^The stream in front being impracticable for artillery, it became ne- 
cessary to construct a bridge. The sleepers of an- old bridge that had 
been destroyed by the enemy, were found near the stream, and plank 
from abandoned bivouacs of the enemy a short distance in rear-; axes, 
spades and nails were furnjshed by one of the batteries, and a detail 
from the eighth Alabama, and in Ies3 than thirtyminu'tes the bridge was 
rebuilt, and the brigades, together with their batteries, crossed the 
stream safely. The Major General commanding now assumed direct 
control, and ordered the advance in lino of battle down the Chicka- 
hominy — my brigade on the right, three regiments in line of battle, 
one near the Chickahominy, and -the fourth in rear of the centre of 
my line ; Pryor's brigade in line on ray left. Having advanced nearly 
one mile, a house was passed, the occupants of which* reported that 
the enemy had just left it,^and that they were drawn up in fine* in 
the woods beyond. ^«My briga'de, passing the house, entered th.e woods, 
and, descending for. a hundred or two yards, crossed # a 8tream, and 
then ascending a steep hill for four or five hundred yards, emerged 
upon an open field, not having met the enemy. Here we found a 
large deserted camp of the enemy, in which was found forage, ba'con, 
flour in small quantities, and boxes of valuable medicines, and sur- 
gical instruments. At this point, £roops were seen off to our left 
flank and front, and not knowing whether they were friends or ene- 
emies, a halt was made for a few minutes. It was soon ascertained 
that it was a part of Jackson's forces, EwelPs division. The com- 
mand was then moved forward, my brigade still on the right, and 
Pryor to the left, and, inclining more to our right, we again entered 
an open field. Here we were halted by the Major General command- 
ing, and from this place we could see the Chickahominy to our right, and 
extending far to our front, and upon the far side troops that we sup- 
posed to be our friends. Remaining here for a few minutes, we were 
moved off, by the left flank, about one mile, and here being joined by 
Featherston's brigade, we continued our advance, following a road 
leading through a heavy pine forest, in which it was again supposed 
that the enemy would be found. Having cleared this forest, we ar- 
rived at the house of Dr. Gaines ; beyond this house, as we ap- 
proached it, was an open field of at least a mile in extent, and 
terminating by heavy forest and marshy ground, bordering the 
. Chickahominy. On commanding heights beyond the Chickahominy, 
we saw what we supposed to be both our own. and the camp of the 
eneL.y Slightly to the left of Dr. Gaines' house, the field was 
bounded by a Small growth of trees, and the field again extended to 
the left; leaving a thin belt of timber to the right, and fringing the 
banks of a small stream, the ground falling rapidly to this stream. 
After ascending gradually for one hundred or two hundred yards, ias 
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it was approached from the Gaines house, and after crossing this little 
stream, the ground rose quite steep and was covered with a belt of 
timber, more than one hundred yards deep, and in rear of this there 
came a field extending again as far a3 the Chickahominy. In the 
open field extending beyond the house of Dr. Gaines, the enemy's 
skirmishersvcould be distinctly seen, some about five hundred yards 
and others eight hundred or • one thousand yards- — the near line of 
skirmishers being in front of the timber skirting the small stream 
above described. At Dr. Gaines' was found a deserted batten , which 
commanded the open field and the road passing this house down to 
and across the Chickahominy. 

We had now advanced from Mechanicsville about six miles, the en- 
emy's skirmishers were seen in our front and we were here halted 
with instructions to engage the enemy's skirmishers, but to advance 
no further for the present, and not to enter into a general action. 
General Pryor threw out skirmishers to the front, and firing for a 
short time, the enemy's skirmishers withdrew. A battery (Pryor's) 
was now brought to the front, and from a commanding position in 
front of the* Gaines house, fired across the open field to the forest 
beyond and bordering on the Chickahominy. The enemy were seen 
in this woods, but no fire came irom this quarter in reply to our artil- 
lery ; but a battery upon an eminence beyond tne Chickahominy soon 
began, to return our fire. This was a battery of heavy rifled guns 
and beyond the range of the pieces of our battery, which was now 
withdrawn. The enemy's skirmishers again appeared in small num- 
bers within five or six hundred yards of us and on the crest of the 
hill in front of the small stream above referred to, 'When fired upon 
they would fail back behind, the crest of the hill and would soon 
be out of sight. The enemy's battery of rifled guns on the heights 
beyond the Chickahominy continued to fire, but without doing any 
injury, although the shot and shell would frequently fall and burst 
near us. 

After remaining two and a half or three hours near the Gaines 
house, the Major General commanding directed that the enemy's skir- 
mishers that continued to re-appear on our left should be driven in 
and followed to their support, and at the same time that 1 should hold 
my own, Pryor's and Featherston's brigades in readiness to commence 
the attack on the enemy when firing should be heard on our extreme 
left. One of General Pryor's regiments was ordered to advance 
against the skirmishers, the remainder of this brigade being held in 
reserve in close supporting distance. My own and Featherston's 
brigades were brought up near and in rear of 'Pryor. Pryor's regi- 
ment advancing against the skirmishers, they soon fell back over the 
crest of the hill, pursued by this regiment. Reaching the hill in pur- 
suit of the enemy, it hfcre came in full view of the enemy in position 
and drew upon itself a heavy fire of musketry, thus revealing the fact 
that the enemy were there in strong force. The regiment was soon 
withdrawn to the rear and down a ravine to its support and out of fire 
of the enemy's infantry. The enemy did not follow. I now made 
my preparations for an attack upon the enemy, intending 
22 
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it to be made with the utmost vigor and with, all the force at my 
command. My brigade was advanced to the front and two regiments, 
the tenth Alabama and eleventh Alabama — the latter on the right — 
were formed in line of battle in rear of the crest of the hill from 
which Pryor's regiment was withdrawn from the pursuit of the en- 
emy's skirmishers. Pryor's brigade, with the exception of one regi- 
ment, (the second Florida,) formed in line on the left of mine, the 
two remaining regiments of my brigades, ttfe eighth and ninth Ala- 
bama — the former on the right — were" formed in rear of the tenth 
and eleventh Alabama, and Featherston in rear to support both Pry- 
or's and my brigade. It is proper that I should state that this placing 
of troops in position to attatfk the enemy was made under a brisk en- 
filading fire of artillery from the enemy's batteries of rifled cannon 
from the heights beyond the Chickahominy. Oar troops behaved ad- 
mirably under this fire, no confusion or disorder being perceptible in 
thoir ranks. Every preparation being made for a vigorous attack, 
firing was now heard on our left, which was the signal for our 
advance, and the order was immediately given. Our men moved for- 
ward in admiable order, preserving their alignments perfectly. As- 
cending the crest of the hill, they came in full view of the enemy, 
and were instantly met by a heavy' and destructive fire of infantry 
within less than one hundred yards. Our men now make a dash at 
the enemy and the conflict begins with an ardor and determination on 
our part that could not fail to inspire the utmost confidence in those 
that witnessed it. Nothing could surp iss the valor and impetuosity 
of our men. They encountered the enemy in large force directly in 
their front, behind two lines of breastworks*, the second overlooking 
the first, and from behind this, as well as the first, a close and terriblo 
fire of musketry is poured in upon them. The bed of the small 
stream at their feet and between them and the enemy is used as a 
rifle-pit and from this a strong line of fire is also brought to bear on 
us. Thus exposed to three lir\es of fire, they bravely confront it all 
and press forward and close in upon the enemy. Now there is a slight 
halt and some wavering, and a few men give way, but a second sup- 
porting lino is near. * The eighth and ninth Alabama press on in rear 
of the tenth and eleventh Alabama, and Featherston in rear of Pryor. 
The first impulse is more than redoubled ; other brigades come in on 
the left of Pry cr, and in rear of where we are so hotly engaged.; our 
men Still press on with unabated fury ; the enemy at length, with but 
a few yards between themselves and our men, are shaken and begin 
to yeild; our men, full of c >nfidence, rush with irresistible force 
upon him, and he is driven from his rifle-pit, pell-mell, over his first 
breastwork of logs, and here he vainly attempts to reform and show a 
bold front, but, closely followed by our men, he ycilds and 
is driven over and beyond his second parapet of logs into 
the standing timber and finally" into the open field. Now, for. 
the first time, cheers are heard from our troops and the enemy is 
driven from his strong position., Our loss has been, up to this time, 
severe, but now the enemy is made to suffer, no longer screened by 
his breastworks or standing timber, his slaughter is terrible; our 
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men have no difficulty in chasing him before them in every and all 
directions- The precision of our fire is now demonstrated clearly; the 
numbers of the enemy's dead in regular lines marl$, in some places , 
distinctly, where the lines of battle of their different regiments were 
formed. The enemy, yielding in all directions', loses his battery of 
Napoleon guns* many prisoners are taken, we pursue them far across 
the open field to the woods of the swamps of the Chickahominy, and 
the pursuit is only arrested by night. The victory is complete, the 
enemy is repulsed and pursued at every point, and those that escape 
falling into our hands do so under the cover of the darkness of the 
night. 

Before closing this report, I beg to say that the magiiificent cour- 
age of our men as displayed in this action, is worthy of all praise. 
To properly appreciate the gallantry of those that aided in the achieve- 
ment of this brilliant victory, we have only to examine the position 
occupied by.Jthe enemy's infantry, and to recall the fact that the open 
field over which our men advanced was swept by«a direct fire of artil- 
lery, shot, shell, grape and cannister from the rear of the enemy's 
infantry, and from an enfilade fire from batteries of rifle cannon from 
beyond* the Chickahominy. 

The enemy's infantry, as previously stated, ^ccupied the bed of a 
small stream as a rifle-pit, and on the ascending ground in rear of 
this were two lines of log breastworks, behind which were sheltered, 
in comparative security, heavy masses of their infantry. Their lines 
of infantry fire could thus be used against our men at the same time, 
and within less than a hundred yards. In driving the enemy from 
this strong position, our loss was heavy; but we should be profoundly t 
grateful that it was not mo^e so. 

In closing this report of the operations of my brigade in the en- 
gagement of the 27th ultimo, it give3 me pleasure to state, for the 
information' of the Major General commanding, that the general good 
conduct of both officers and men, renders it difficult to mention 
specially the names of those most distinguished, without injustice to 
others perhaps, equally deserving of such notice* 

It becomes my painful dut}' to report that, early in the action, the 
commanders of my two leading regiments, the tenth and the eleventh; 
Alabama, fell while leading their regiments, closely and heroically 
confronting the enemy in his*stronghold. The former, Colonel J. J. 
Woodward, tenth Alabama, dead, (shot through, the head;) the latter, 
Lieutenant Colonel S. T. Hale, eleventh Alabama, severely (perhaps • 
mortally) "wounded ; left arm and shoulder broken and left leg broken. 
These two regiments received the first vdleys of the enemy's fire, and 
suffered more on this part of the field (han the .tw r o following regi- 
ment?. 

The list of killed and wounded of the brigade has been forwarded 
before this. Of the officers killed and severely wounded, I may men- 
tion the names of Captain W. W. Lee, tenth Alabama, mortally 
wounded, (since dead;) Lieutenant W. C. Faith, eleventh Alabama, 
killed ; Captain Thomas Phelan, Lieutenant C. M. Maynard, Lieu- 
tenant LanVand Lieutenant Augustus Jan°.en. of eighth Alabama, 
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tilled ; Captain E. Y. Hill, ninth Alabama, was killed far in advance 
on the field. Of the dangerously wounded, are Captain Hameorr, Lieu- 
tenant McHugh and Lieutenant McGrath, of eighth Alabama; Cap- 
tain Hobbs, ninth Alabama; Lieutenant Shelly, adjutant tenth Ala- 
bama and Lieutenant Wayland, quartermaster of ninth Alabama, 
severely wounded. The latter officer's duties did rrot require his 
presence with his regiment in battle, but he Tolunteered for it, and 
served with his company, (Captain Hobbs') with great coolness and 
courage. This officer served in like manner at the battle of the Seven 
Pines. 

The casualties among the officers of the brigade number in killed, 
eight ; wounded, thirty-five. Officers and men killed, one hundred 
and seventeen; wounded, four hundred and sixty-thi;ee, and fourmis- 
gjpg — making an' aggregate of five hundred, and eighty-four killed,* 
wounded and missing. This loss occurring in a force of about one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty men. 

After the fall of •Colonel Woodward, the command of the tenth 
Alabama*, devolved upon Major Caldwell, and after the wounding of 
Lieutenant Colonel Hale, the command of the eleventh Alabama, de- 
volved on Captain Field. Major Williams was in command* of the 
ninth Alabama, and, late in the evening, before the battle was won, 
left the field sick. Lieutenant Colonel Royston, commanding the 
eighth Alabama, was with his regiment during the entire engagement, 
and commanded it with great courage and good judgment, and the 
losses sustained by this regiment, the weakest in numbers; is evidence 
of the severity of the contest in which it was engaged. 
9 Among the medical officers on duty with the brigade, I may call to* 
your favorable notice, Surgeon Royston, eighth Alabama, acting as 
brigade surgeon ; Surgeon Miner, ninth Alabama, and Assistant Sur- 
geon Saunders, eleventh Alabama. These officers were prompt and 
efficient in providing for and attending the wounded, and are all men 
of marked skill in their profession. 

To my personal staff, Captain W. A. Harris, A. A. General, and 
Lieutenant Walter *E. Winn, eleventh Alabama, aid-de-camp, my 
thanks are especially due, for assistance cheerfully rendered at all 
times during the engagement. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant* 

* C. M. WILCOX, 
/ * Brigadier General commanding right wing 
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Headquarters Fourth Brigade, Longstreet's Division, ) 

July 21; 1862'. ) 

Major GL M. Sorrel, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of my brigade in the battle of the 30th ultimo : 

Having remained on the battle-field the night of the 27th ultimo, 
and the following day and night, on the morning of the 29th of June,. 
(Sunday,) my brigade, in common with the other brigades of the 
division, recrossing the Chickahominy near the Gaines house, marched 
across the Nine-mile road, the York River railroad, the Williams- 
burg and Charles City roads, and encamped for the night on the 
Darby town. or Central road, near the farm of Mr. Atlee, having made 
som ten or twelve miles. 

The march" was resumed early the * next morning, and continued 
until about two o'clock, P. M. It being now evident that the enemy 
was in front of us, and not far distant, my own. Generals Pryor 
and Featherston's, brigades were ordered to take positions in line of 
battle, on the left of the road. Before, however, getting into" posi- 
tion, a second order was given to return to the road, and, after ad- 
vancing about one mile further, we formed in line of. battle in the 
edge of the woods, with a field in front of us, on the left of the road, 
and to the left of General Pickett's brigade. We remained in this 
position for two or three hours. Skirmishers were thrown out to the 
front, and some firing ensued between them and those orUhe opposing 
forces It was now neaii five o ? clock, P. M., and the enemy's artil- 
lery began to fire. Shot and shell passed over and fell beyond us, 
some exploding near us.- One of our batteries was placed in position 
on the road in front, and replying to the fire of the enemy, continued 
for nearly an hour, but as a heavy forest intervened, but little effect was 
'produced on either side. At length, near six .o'clock, P. M., (twenty 
minutes of six,) I saw the brigade (Pickett's) on my right advance 
across the open field, in front, and 1 was ordered to form line in the same 
field, the line being at right angles to. the road upon which we had been 
marching. Tho brigade was soon formed in line, as directed, and I was 
then informed that General Featherston's brigade had been ordered to 
extend to' the left, with the view of communicating with General 
Huger, and that I must also close in to the left ; but, a minute after- 
wards, I was ordered by General R. II. Anderson to advance with my 
brigade to the support of other brigades then engaging, or moving 
forward to engage, the enemy. Twice was the order given to close 
to the left, and twice to move forward — my brigade* being, in the- 
meantime, -in line, and under a brisk artillery fire of shot and shelL 
Finally, I was. directed to obey. General Anderson's order, and te 
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move to the front. The order was new given to "forward," and the 
brigade was marched in line across the field to the woqds. Finding 
this so thick with undergrowth that a forward movement, in line of 
battle, was impracticable, the order was given for the regiments to 
move "by the right of companies to the front." Marching in this 
manner, they made their way slowly for one or two hundred yards, 
until the woods became more open. At this place I met General 
Anderson,, and was ordered by him to pr*ess on directly to the front. 
I was aware that the enemy was in my front, but as to the distance, 
. his strength, the position of his batteries, and their supports, I knew 
nothing. I had no knowledge as to the character or topography of 
the ground over which 1 had to march in the execution of my orders. 
Marching directly to the front, as ordered, and being guided alone by 
the artillery fire of the enemy, the shot and shell from which passed 
over, and often very near, without, however, causing any casualties. 
I had not advanced more than two hundre 1 yards, when I found that 
two of my regiments were on the right and two on the left of tho 
road, (Long Bridge road,) which ran in the direction of my line of 
march. The woods on either side were so thick as to prevent my 
seeing well the extreme right and leftregiments. The road, now de- 
scending slightly for some distance, at length crossed a small stream, 
in the bed of which rails had been thrown to fill it up, so as to allow 
wagons and artillery to pass. "This stream, on the right of the road, 
was boggy, and with a oVnse growth of trees in it, rendering it dirfi-' 
•cult for the regiments on this side to make their way through it. Wq 
were now under a close fire of'artillery, the grape-shot coming thick 
and fast through the trees. Having crossed the little stream above 
referred to, (on the left the woods were less dense, being small and 
scattered pine,) and, ascending slightly for some'dista-nce, we came to 
a field on the left of the read, and the enemy's infantry, in the woods 
on the left ©f this field, opened a brisk and close fire upon the left 
regiment of my line. This regiment, the- eighth Alabama, halted and 
engaged the enemy at this point. In this field, about three hundred 
yards to the front and one hundred yards to the left of the road, was 
a house, and beyond the house, about two hundred yards more, was a 
six-gun battery of the enemy. This battery had an open fiald 
of fire, the ground in front being perfectly level. The eighth Ala- 
bama keing engaged with the enemy, the eleventh Alabama ? tho 
next regiment to it, continued to advance, and entering upon the 
open field, came»within full view of the six-gun battery on this side 
(the left) of the road. This battery began at once a rapid discharge 
of grape and canister upon this regiment. It did not halt an instant, 
but continued to advance steadily and rapidly, and without fir nig, 
-until it approached within two hundred yards of the battery, when it 
gave loud cheers, and made a rush for the guns. Halting for an instant 
in front of it, they fire, upon the battery and infantry immediately 
in rear of it, and then make a successful charge upon, and take, tha 
, batter} T . The^enemy's infantry; all in the woods, in heavy force 
•beyond, and two hundred yards distant, and in the woods skirting tho 
<field to the left of the battery and«no£ so far, and here, in Jike manner, 
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in strong force.,' Tho enemy have a direct and flank fire upon this 
regiment, now at the Lattery. The two regiments on the right of the 
road continued steadily to advance through the woods, which extended 
along the road side to within -one hundred yards of a second six-gun 
battery, this battery being nearly opposite to the one on the left of 
the road, and some two hundred yards distant from it. Halting for 
a few minutes in the woods fronting this battery to deliver their fire, 
these regiments, the ninth and tenth Alabama, charge upon and' take 
this also — the enemy's infantry supports being driven back. Both 
these batteries were now in our possession, having been carried in the 
most gallant manner, the men and officers behaving with the most de- 
termined courage and irre istible impetuosity The taking of the 
battery on the right of the road was not attended by such a bloody 
strife as followed the assault and capture of 'the one on the left ; for 
here the enemy had not the heavy pine forest so close in rear and on 
one flank, in which he could retire, reform, and then renew the con- 
flict, with increased numbers. Ori the contrary, the pine was in our 
possession, and our men, under cover of it, were within one hundred 
yards of, and in front of, the battery. The field extending far off to 
our right, and the timber in r#ar of the battery being more distant, 
other brigades, t^o, were on our right engaging the enemy, but none 
on our left and near the batteries. ' . 

The battery on the left of the road was the first taken. The eleventh 
Alabama had experienced severe loss in crossing the open field while 
advancing against this battery. Here, the enemy, at first repulsed and 
driven from the battery, retire to the woods, both on our left and in real* 
of the battery, and from there, under shelter of the woods, and, with su- 
perior numbers, deliver a terrible and destructive fire upon this regi- 
ment. With its ranks sadly thinned, it .heroically stands its ground 
and returns the enemy's fire with telling effect; the latter, under cover 
of trees" on our left flank and directly in our front, confident and bold 
from their superior strength, and seeing this regiment isolated and 
unsupported, now advance from their cover against it. Our men do 
not fly from their prize so bravely and dearly won", overwhelmed by 
superior numbers; but with a determination and courage unsurpassed, 
they stubbornly hold their ground, men and officers alike engaging in 
the most. desperate personal conflict* with the enemy. The sword and 
bayonet are freely used ;" Captain W. 0. Parker had two successive 
encounters with^ Federal officers, both of whom he felled .with his 
eword ; and, beset by other^s of the enemy, he was severely wounded, 
having received two bayonet, wounds in the breast and one in his s^de, 
and a musket wound breaking his left thigh Lieutenant Miehie had 
a hand to hand collision with an officer, and, having just dealt a severe 
blow upon his adversary, he fell, cut over the head with a sabre bay- 
onet, from behind, and had afterwards three bayonet wounds in tho 
face and two in the breast — all severe wounds, which he survived, 
however, for three days. Many of the men received, and gave in 
return, bayonet wounds. 

Having assaulted and carried this battery, and driven the infantry 
into the woods to the left and beyond, they hold it until the enemy 
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reform and return in superior force, and now they resist in a hand to 
hand*conflict with the utmost pertinacity. Thore a.V) no^supports for 
them ; no reinforcements come, and they are at length forced to yield 
and retire *to the pine woods on the right of the road, and in rear, some 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards, the enemy not pursuing, 
having left dead upon this field, in the batteryand its vicinity, in 
front and in rear beyond it, Captain J. H. M. Wath, Captain S. E. 
Bell, Captain T. H. IIoTcomb, Captain W. M Reatton, Lieutenant A. 
B. Cohen, commanding company. Lieutsnant A 1ST. Steele and 
Lieutenant Michie, commanding company, were both mortally wounded 
and since dead. Captain J. C. C. Saunders and Captain W. C. G. 
Parker severely wounded, and also Lieutenant J. H. Prince, com- 
manding company, slightly, arid Lieutenant 11. II. Gordon, danger- 
ously. Forty-nine privates killed, and Lieutenant Higginbothain and 
eleven privates'taken prisoners. 

The eleventh Alabama retired, as above stated, to the right of the 
road into the pine woods, and ther.c, together with the ninth and tenth 
Alabama, remained. From thi3 position, the battery on- the right of 
the road was *in full view, and not more than one hundred yards 
distant. 

The enemy made no effort to retake* this. battery, though their in- 
fantry continued to fire at long range upon our men then in the pine 
woods 

The eighth Alabama, as explained previously, became engaged with 
the enemy 5 3 infantry before, reaching the batteries and contending 
against superior forces, maintained its ground until regiments from 
Qeneral Pryors brigade, and afterwards Featherston's, arrived on this 
part of the field. The severity of the fight at this point of the field 
is evident from the loss»£ustained by this regiment. 

It was now sunset, and other troops arriving upon the field, my 
brigade, with ammunition now quite exhausted, were withdrawn for 
some one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards, and there remained 
until nine o'clock, P. M., when they were withdrawn from the field, 
other and fresh troops, in sufficient force, having arrived, and the 
enemy having been driven back from the field far to the rear. 

I cannot close this report without assuring the Major General com- 
manding that, on this occasion, both officers and men of my brigade 
behaved with remarkable coolness and gallantry, <and I beg to call hi3 
attention to the fact tha.t two of the enemy's batteries, of six guns- 
each, were taken, and if one of them was retaken, it was only owing 
to the fact that overwhelming numbers wort) brought to bear against a 
solitary regiment, unsupported, and which entered this engagement 
with three hundred and fifty-seven men, of which number, one hun- 
dred and eighty-one were killed and wounded. Among whom wa3 
the commander of the regiment, Captain Field, whp received two 
wounds, one through the leg and the other through the arm; and of 
the ten officers commanding companies, five were killed on the field 
near the battery, one has since died of his wounds, and two others 
were severely wounded, and one slightly — there being but one com- 
pany commander that escaped unhurt. Although this battery was 
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retaken, I have no personal knowledge that the enemy ever again used 
it against us. The other battery remained in our possession and the 
enemy made no effort to retake it. 

Of my /our regimental commanders, all»were wounded It gives me 
pleasure to bring to your particular notice the conduct of them all as 
deserving high praise! Lieutenant Colonel Royston, commanding 
eighth Alabama, received a severe wound from a fragment of a shell; 
Major Caldwell, commanding the tenth Alabama, was also wounded 
by a piece of shell striking him over the eye; Captain King, com- 
mandiiig ninth Alabama, is deserving .of especial praise for his cool- 
ness-and bravery, and he, also, received a severe wound in the leg 
Other officers and men of the different regiments gave evidence of 
marked courage in this sanguinary engagement. • 

A list of the killed and wounded in this battle has been forwarded 
• before this; it will suffice in this report that I should state that the 
total loss in killed, 'wounded and missing was four hundred and sev- 
enty-one, (of which sixteen are missing, and since ascertained to have 
been taken prisoners,) a loss proportionally greater than in the en- 
gagement of the 27th ultimo* 

Of the medical officers attached to the brigade, it gives me pleasure 
to commend to your favorable notice, Surgeon Royston, eighth Ala 
bama, Surgeon Minor, ninth Alabama, Surgeon Taylor, tenth Ala- 
bama, and Assistant Surgeon Saunders, eleventh Alabama. They have 
each given abundant evidence of their skill. and untiring industry in 
the treatment and constant care they have bestowecf upon the wounded 
of their respective regiments. 

The brigade quartermaster and commissary, Majors Pierce and 
Robertson, w r ere active and efficient in providing, promptly, for the 
wants of the men in their respective departments. 

To my personal- staff, Captain W.- % A. Harris, assistant adjutant 
general, and Lieutenant- Walter E. Winn,, eleventh Alabama, aid-de- 
camp, my thanks are due for efficient service cheerfully and promptly 
rendered at all times., 

I beg leave, also, to call to your favorable notice, private James C. 
Can sly, of the third Virginia cavalry. He was of -great service to 
me in the transmission of orders to various parts of my command, and 
often under the heaviest fire. Though not wounded, bis # clothing 
bears evidence of the dangers through which he has passed, being fre- 
quently perforated with Minnie balls. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

C. M. WILCOX, 
Brigadier Genera! commanding, fyc. 



REPORT- 0$ GENERAL FEAT1IERST0N OF OPERATIONS 
AROUND RICHMOND. 



; RichmOiNd, July 12, 1862. 

Major G. TsL Sokrll, 

shris'ant Adjutant General : 

Sir : In obedience to orders, I beg leave to submit the following 
report of the part taken by the sixth brigade of Major General Iiong- 
streefs division in the late battles of the Chiekahominy. 

About tell o'clock, on the night of the 2Gth June, I crossed the 
Chiekahominy with my brigade; near Mechanicsville, halting not far 
on the other isideT Here we remained until about tw^ o'clock on the 
morinng of the 2?th, when I was ordered, with my brigade, to relievo 
General Ripley and his command as soon as practicable. I immediately 
marched to General Ripley's position, which was about three fourths 
of a mile' to the right of the road we travelled to Mechanicsville, and 
about the* same distance from the town, and near Beaver Dam creek, 
some distance above its connection with the Chiekahominy. 
The position* of the enemy and the nature of the ground were'un- 
known to me, for a knowledge of which I was dependent upon a short 
interview with General Ripley, who had occupied the position the 
evening before and- that night until relieved by me My brigade was 
placed in the position vacated by General R5pley'3 command, which 
was a ridge of woodland some six hundred yards in length, with an 
average breadth of some ten hundred yards, and entirely surrounded 
by an opeji field. My brigade got into position about three o'clock 
in the morning in the edge of the woodland fronting Beaver Dam 
creek. Beaver Dam creek was not more than from one to two hundred 
yards in front of this portion of my command inline of battle. From 
my position to the bauk of the creek, was a gradual declivity. After 
crossing the creek, immediately in my front the ground rose by a 
gradual ascent to a continuous ridge, the summit of which commanded 
the position occupied by me, as well as the open ground surrounding 
my position. Upon this summit the enemy had plante'd his artillery 
and thrown up breastworks, dug rifle pits, and extending down in the 
direction of the creek, General Pryor, with his brigade, was ordered 
to take position in my rear, to support me in case of an attack. He 
took position, in the field not fir in my rear, very soon after ! did. 
The brigades of General Ripley, General Pender and Colonel Col- 
quitt, which had previously occupied the ground, were withdrawn as 
soon as my- brigade and General Pryor's got into position. * Between 
daylight and sunrise on the morning of the 2?th,the enemy opened 
a very brisk fire of musketry on my brigade from the, right to the 
left ; we were anticipating the attack Three companies of skirmish- 
ers had been thrown out to the front of my lines, and the entire brig- 
ade had been ordered to rest in line with guns in hand. The brigade 
advanced in line of battle a few steps only, in the direction of tho 
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creek, and were halted in the edge of the woods/near the open field, 
and returned the enemy's fire. Here they remained in position about 
one. hour, during which time the firing was rapid on both side3, and 
continuous. The enemy appeared to be it> greatly superior numbers, 
judging from the firing and obstinate and determined purpose to drive 
ws back, if possible. As soon as the sun arose and 1 saw the nature 
of the ground in front and the position of- the enemy beyond the 
creek, I directed Captain Smith's battery, (third Richmond Howit- 
zers,) attached to my brigade, to be placed in position two hundred 
yards from the left wing of. my brigade, and return the fire of the 
enemy's artillery, which was then playing on us sharply. This wa3 
the mo3t elevated and practicable position on the field for artillery. 
I then ordered my men to charge the enemy's lines. This order was 
promptly executed from right to left, the men moving forward i.n an 
unbroken lirie,, and with great rapidity, driving the enemy before 
them until they reached Beaver Dam creek. This creek could be 
crossed at only a few places, a fact unkn'own to me, but known to the 
enemy. Finding it impossible to cross the creek in line on account 
of its. precipitous banks, the command was ordered to halt at the 
creek, where it was, to some extent, protected by the bank of thp 
creek and its skirting. Trie impossibility of passing the creek in 
line, fcr the reason stated, and the consequent necessity of reforming 
under the enemy's fire,from his brestworks and rifle-pits, now in easy 
range, would have involved a loss so heavy that I was induced co halt 
the men in this partially protected position. From my position in 
the creek, a very heavy fire on both sides was kept up for an hour or an 
hour and a half, when the enemy retired from his works and retreated 
rapidly in the direction of Gaines' farm, or Cold Harbor, down the 
Chicka hominy. After my brigade had reached the banks of Beaver 
Dam creek, I directed General Pryor to bring his brigade into action, 
who informed me that his*brigade had been sent forward, and that he had 
sent to Gen. Longstreet for reinforcements. On returning to my lines, 
I found one of his regiments on the hill, and directed into line on my 
right, to prevent a flank movement General Pryor's battery, (the 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana, artillery,) was also placed in position near 
Smith's, of my brigade, when the two played very handsomely on the, 
enemy's lines, keeping up a constant a^d well directed fire. Both 
companies behaved with greatf gallantry and coolness,' and displayed 
a skill in the use of their guns highly creditable- to that arm of the 
service. After a protracted and heavy firing on the bank of the 
creek, some hour and a half, the enemy abandoned their works and 
retreated, as I have already stated. Here* the firing of email arms 
ceased. About this time, General Wilcox's brigade came up as -a re- 
inforcement. The battery of Wilcox's brigade, (Thomas' artillery,) 
was also placed in position, and fired a few well directed shots at'tho 
retreating foe. General Wilcox sent one of his regiments down 
Beaver Dam creek, on our right, to find a place across which the 
brigades might pass. Some distance below, they found an old bridge 
which had been torn up by the enemy, but was rebuilt in an hour or 
two, and the three brigades crossed Beaver Dam creek and continued 
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the march in pursuit of the enemy in the following order, viz : Gen- 
eral Wilcox in front, (who after his arrival was senior brigadier,) 
Gen-eral Tryor next, and my brigade in the rear. 

I cannot close this report without expressing my admiration of the 
conduct of my entire- brigade frpin the beginning to the close of the 
action. While holding this portion of tlfe hill, which was never for 
a moment yielded, they were subjected to a very heavy* and galling 
fire. The charge was made in excellent order and a good line* was 
preserved, and continuing the fight from the bank of the creek under 
a very heavy fire of small arms, they were equally cool and eager to 
advance upon the enemy. Captain Smith and his pompany, (third 
Richmond Howitzers,) could not have acted better. I- regret to say 
that our loss in killed and wounded was comparatively heavy. A list 
of casualties is herewith appended. Major Lilly, who was in com- 
mand of the twelfth Mississippi regiment, was wounded while gallantly 
and coolly discharging his duties, at the head of the regiment, and 
retiring from the field, left the command to the senior captain, 
(Thomas.) Major Mullins,. commanding the nineteenth Missis- 
sippi regiment, displayed coolness, courage and skill in the command 
of his regiment. The Mississippi battalion, commanded by Lieuten- 
ant Colonel John G. Taylor, could not have had a more gallant and 
skillful officer to direct, its movements. I am also much indebted to 
my volunteer aids, Captain Parker and Lieutenants Sykes and Red- 
ding, for their valuable services on that occasion. They were always 
ready to execute, with coolness and dispatch, any orders delivered to 
them. I regret very much that my assistant adjutant general, Cap- 
tain George P. Foote, who had been by my side all the time on the 
field, was killed in this engagement. He fell while gallantly leading 
cnQ of the regiments in the charge far in advance of the main line. 
In his fall, the army has lost a gallant and skillful officer, society has 
lost one of its most perfect members, and the Southern Confederacy 
one of its most promising young. men. 

Por a list of those who particularly distinguished themselves in 
the fight, as well as the casualties, I refer you to the- lists furnished 
by regimental commanders, herewith attached. 
, All of which is respectfully submitted, 

W. S. FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier General, tommanding Sixth Brigade, 

Longstreefs Division, 



REPORT OF jGENERAL FEATIiERSTON OF BATTLE OF 

JUNE 27, 1862. 

Richmond, July 12, 1862. 

Major G. M. Sorrel, 

A. A. General, Major General LongstreeVs Division : 

Sir : About eleven o'clock, on the 2-7 th 4 June, after crossing Beaver 
Dam creek, ray brigade moved forward, with General Longstreet's 
division, in the direction* of-Gaines' farm or Cold Harbor. The divis- 
ion was halted near Hogan's farm. Soon after the division was halted, 
General Pryor was ordered forward, with his brigade, to Gaines' 
house to drive back some skirmishers and a body of the enemy, sup- 
posed to be in a skirt of wood near the house. General Wilcox and 
myself were ordered forward with our brigades to support him, the 
balance of the division remaining in a line at Hogan's farm. 

General Pryor advanced — General Wilcox and my brigade close in 
his rear; After a sharp skirmish, the enemy was handsomely driven 
from the skirt of woods by General Pryor's brigade. 

The three brigades were subjected to a very heavy artillery fire from 
the enemy's batteries, planted on the other side of the Chickahominy. 
They were, therefore, thrown back into the woods in rear of Gaines' 
house, (after the skirmishers had been driven out from the skirt of woods 
in front) to await further orders Here they remained until almost four 
o'clock in the evening, when they were ordered to advance, and unite 
in a joint attack upon the enemy, who we're posted on our side of the 
Chickahominy, south-east from Gaines' house. These three brigades, 
Wilcox's, Pryor's and my own, constituted the extreme right of our 
attacking column,* and was separated some distance from the balance 
of our attacking forces. General Wilcox was the senior brigadier 
present, and directed w T eil the movement. The three brigades were 
thrown in line of battle near a ravine, where they were partially 
protected in front from the fire of the enemy. After they were formed 
in line oi battle, they were ordered to move rapidly over the field in 
front, some six or eight hundred yar^s in width to the edge of the 
woods, where the enemy was posted. During this advance, they were 
exposed to a raking fire from the enemy's artillery in front as well as 
from his long-range rifles. The advance was rapidly made, with un- 
broken lines, displaying an order and discipline that would have been 
creditable to the oldest veterans. A more dangerous charge could not 
be made by troops than> the one made by these three brigades on this 
occasion. The woods were reached with considerable loss in our 
ranks. A murderous fire was opened upon the enemy by our men, 
and they were driven back. Our men encountered on entering the 
woods, ditches and ravines, and, in- pursuing the enemy through the* 
woods, had to ascend a steep hill, but their course was onward and 
steady. The enemy, fighting with great desperation, were driven 
gradually*back from one position to another; first from the edge of the 
wood back behind their works on the top of the hill, and then their 
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works were stormed and taken. Hard pressod, they were compelled to 
abandon their artiller}', (four pieces of which were passed over by my 
brigade? and a number of prisoners taken by them,) arid finally to flee 
in wild confusion. Our troops held the ground .and occupied their 
encampments that night. The struggle was a desperate one from the 
time our troops 'were ordered to advance until the close of the fight, 
about three hours. They were opposed by superior numbers and ex- 
posed to the heaviest kind of artillery and infantry fire. While these 
three brigades were attacking the enemy from the direction of Gaines' 
house, one column was moving simultaneously on our left. Our loss was 
heavy in this engagement ; but it is believed* that the enemy suffered 
much more severely^ notwithstanding he fought under the cover of his 
works, wkh every advantage in the ground, and with the additional 
advantage of the position of his artillery, which commanded the entire 
field occupied by our troops. I directed Captain Smith's battery to bo. 
planted on a hill not far from 'Gaines' farm, the most commanding posi- 
tion that could be found in the open field in which we were marching. 
From this position he fired several rounds at the enemy immediately 
» • in frpnt and some distance to the right in the woods. I regretted to 
lose, in this engagement, Major Mullins, in command of the nine- 
teenth Mississippi regiment. \Vhq was severely, though not mortally, 
"wounded. 

A list of tfie casualties in the different regiments is herewith .trans- 
mitted; also, a list of those who were particularly distinguished in 
the action. 

To the members of my staff, who were present, Captain Parker and 
Lieutenant Redding, (Lieutenant Sykes having been sent to Rich- 
mond by me,) I &rn indebted for the promptness and coolness with 
which all orders were executed. To the commissary department, under 
charge cf Major Partridge, and the medical department, under tho 
charge of Dr. Craft, and the quartermaster's department, undercharge 
of Major Barksdale, we were greatly indebted for the industry and 
attention displayed by them in supplying our wants in their respect- 
ive departments. . • 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted, 

H. L. FEATIIERSTON, 
• . Brigadier General, commanding Sixth Brigade, 

^ LongstneCs Division. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL FEATHERSTON OF -BATTLE OF 
' • JUNE 30, 1862V 



Richmond, July 12, 1862. 

Major G. M. Sorrel, A. A. G<* 

Major General LongstneCs Division : 

Sir: On Monday morning, June 30th, General Longstreet's divis-. 
ion engaged the enemy to the left of the Darbytown road, some 
fifteen miles from this place and not far from the James river. This 
was about four o'clock in the evening. The engagement soon became 
general from his right to his le/t. My brigade was held in reserve at 
the beginning of the fight, but about five o'clock in the evening was 
ordered to attack the enemy on the left of General Longstreet's di- 
vision. As I passed up* to the place designated, I found the contest 
was becoming very hot on the lelt, and I thought the enemy advanc- 
ing. On reaching General Pryor's brigade, which was thren on the 
extreme left of General Longstreet's division, I was requested by 
General Pryor to bring my brigade to the support of his. 1 imme- 
diately saw the necessity of doing so, and threw my men into line of 
battle and marched them in. Oveilooking to our extreme left, I saw 
that an attempt would be made by the enemy to flank us, probably 
with a very heavy force, and immediately sent back one of my aids, 
Lieutenant Sykes, to General Longstreet, requesting him to bring up 
the reinforcements. General Longstreet had informed me on our 
march to the field of action that reinforcements would be sent for- 
ward. My "brigade w 7 as advanced to the front lines, to or near a force 
at the edge of the field. Here they opened a steady fire on the ene- 
my's lines, and the enemy, pouring a w T ell directed fire into our 
ranks, seemed not to be giving *way, but inclined to advance. My 
first determination, after giving them a few fires, was. to ord?r a 
-charge; but believing the force in front to be vastly superior to ours, 
and seeing that a flank movement was contemplated 'by the enemy, I 
declined to do so, for the reason that it might have resulted in having 
my small command surrounded- and cut off before the reinforcement? 
sent for could come up to our support. At this time, I received a 
painful wound in the shoulder,' and was compelled to retire from the 
field. When I left the field General Gregg's brigade had reached it, 
and was but a short distance in rear of mine, forming in line. For 
what occurred subsequently I refer you to reports of regimental 
commanders, herewith transmitted. For the casualties, and names of 
those who distinguished themselves in this engagement, I also refer 
you to lists appended thereto. 

I regret to learn that in this engagement Lieutenant Colonel John 
G. Taylor, of the second Mississippi battalion, fell, mortally wounded, 
and died in a few hours. The loss of so gallant, skillful and expe- 
rienced an officer, at such a time, cannot but be seriously felt to the 
cause. Resigning his office in the* eld ar'rny at an enrly period in. 
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this revolution, and quitting his native State (Kentucky) and coming 
here to unite h.is fortune jvith ours, the people of the Confederacy 
should cherish his memory/ and will mourn his loss. 

On this occasion, as on the former, I am greatly indebted to my 
staff for their valuable services. Captain Parker an£ Lieutenant 
Redding were at the right place at the right time in the execution of 
orders. Major W. R. Barksdale was*also present and rendered val- 
uable services, assisting me to bring the men into line of battle and 
getting $em into position. Knowing the scarcity of field officers, I 
'sent him to the left of the brigade, to remain there and aid in con- 
trolling the movements of that wing. He displayed great coolness, 
courage and ■ sagacity. Captain Wynn, of General Wilcox's staff, 
tendered his services to me, as we were going on the field, as a vol- 
unteer aid, to whom I felt much indebted for his assistance and gallant 
bearing. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

W. S. FEATHERSTON, 
Commanding Sixth Brigade, Longstreefs Division. 



GENERAL KEMPER'S REPORT OF OPERATIONS AROUND 

RICHMOND. 

Headquarters First Biugide, Longstreet's Dmsio.v, ) 

July l?th, 1SG2. . 4 

Major G. Moxley Sorrel, 

Assistant Adjutant Girmal : 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the re- 
cent operations of my comman 1 : P re 
This brigade left its camp on the Williamsburg road about , lawn 
oh the morning of Thursday, the 26th ultimo, numbering fourteen 
. hundred and thirty-three muskets, and provided with three" days' ra- 
tions which, were earned by the men in their haversackc 
. I he division being marched left in front, during the late operatiors 

tie' c! T'fLlt ° f ^i Chkkal '- i »^ the first "brigade brK" ht ^ 
the re.u of u line, and was not order'ed into any of the actions which 
occurred prior to Monday, 3Uth ultimo. It we/held in Serve how- 
ever, in immediate proximity to the battle-fields of the 2&th and *7tb. 
ultimo as .well as that of the 1st instant, in readiness to be thrown 
into sictron at a moment's notice. 

Upon the 30th ultimo, the division was linked in the vicinity of the 
enmy t n the road leading through Frazier's farm, and under the or- 
ders of Bngadier General R. H. Anderson, commanding the division 
1 formed my command in line of battle on the right, and nearly per- 
pendicular to fhe road ; one regiment of the second brigade bL* 
posted in line between my left and the road. My command consti- 
tuted the extreme right of our general line of battle, and was p," ted 
upon the rear edge of a dense body of timber; the seventeenth Vir- 
ginia regiment Colonel M. D. Corse,) occupying the right the 
twemy-fourti, Virginia regiment, (Lieutenant Colonll Hairston 'com? 
manding,) the left; the first Virg.nia, (Captain Norton command- 

S5i. wi tf Ccnfre '* nd the seventh Virginia, (Colonel *Vf. T. 
ortieis .rom Maj. Gen. Longstreet, to use the utmost care in guarding 

^ ?t C ° rSC ' ° f t! ! e ri « ht re * irae ^ to change front to rear 
on his left company so. that his regiment formed an obtuse angle 
w.th the line pf the brigade, and fronted obliquely to the right I 
also caused two companies of this regiment \o move forward from ' 
Corses new front, as skirmishes, under command of Captain Sirap- 
wLl lTanc,n S seve f 1 ««n«ired yards, these skirmishers were 

halted upon the rear edge of an open field, a good view of which was 
commanded from their position. 1 al* posted Rogers' battery of four 
pieces upon an open eminence, near the right of my line, and in sup- 
porting distance of Corse's, regiment ; the position Jbeing such as to 
command an extensive field upon my right. About five o'clock P 



'354 



M., an orcfer being received from Major* General Longstreet to ad- 
vance my line, I immediately, in person, ordered Col. Corse to change 
Lis front forward so as.to bring the right of his regiment up to the 
brigade line, and sent my staff along the line towards t)ie left, so as to 
ensure the simultaneous advance of the entire line. The brigade ad- 
vanced in line of battle steadily and in good order, notwithstanding 
the uneveiiness of the ground, which, in places, was almost precipitous, 
the entangled undergrowth which filled the woods, and the firing of 
one of the enemy's batteries, located directly in- front, which rapidly 
threw shell and round shot over and almost in the midst of my com- 
mand. The advance continued *to be conducted in good order, until 
very soon coming upon the pickets of the enemy, and driving them 
in, the men seemed to be possessed with the idea that they were upon 
the enemy's main line, and, in an instant, the whole brigade charged 
forward in double-quick time, and with loud cheers. Nothing could 
have been more chivalrously done, and nothing could have been more 
unfortunate, as the cheering ,of the men only served to direct the fire 
of the enemy's batteries ; and the movement in double-quick time 
through dense woods, over rough ground, encumbered with matted un- 
dergrowth, and crossed by a swafop, had the effect of producing more 
or less confusion, and breaking the continuity of the line, which, how- 
ever, was preserved as we'll as it possibly could have been under the cir- 
cumstances. But a single idea seemed to control the minds of the men, 
which was to reach the enemy's line by the most direct route* and in 
the shortest time ; and no earthly power could have availed to arrest 
or restrain the impetuousity with which they rushed towards the foe, 
for my orders previously given, with great care and emphasis, to the 
assembled field officers of the brigade, forbade any movement in dou- 
ble-quick time over such ground, when the enemy were not in view. 
The obstructions were such as to mike it impossible for any officer to 
see more than a few files of -his men at one view, and it was apparent 
that. any effort to halt and reform the entire baigade would be futile, 
and would only serve to produce increased confusion. But whatever 
tne error of the men in advancing too rapidly, in disregard of pre- 
vious orders to the contrary, it was an error upon the side of bravery. 
After advancing in this way probably ten or twelve hundred yards, 
crossing two bodies of woods, and a small intermediate field, the lino 
suddenly emerged into another field, facing a battery of the enemy, 
consisting of not less than eight pieces, distant but a few hundred 
yards, while the enemy's infantry were found protected by an imper- 
fectly and hastily constructed breastwork, and a house near by. At 
the same time, it became apparent that "another battery of the enemy 
was posted a considerable distance to our left. These tw.o.batteries and 
the enemy's infantry, poured an incessant fire of shell, grape, can- 
ister and lead upon my line, and did much execution. Still there was 
no perceptible faltering in the advance of these brave, men, who 
rushed across the open field, pouring a well-directed fire into the en- 
emy driving tiim from his breastworks, and the battery in our front. 
The guns of the battery were abandoned to us for the time being, and 
my command was.in virtual possession of the chosen position of the 
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enemy. A more impetuous and desperate charge was never made 
than that of my small command against the' sheltered and greatly 
superior forces of the enemy. The ground which they gained from 
the enemy is marked by the graves of some of my veterans who were 
buried where they fell; and those graves marked with the names, of 
the occupants, situated at and near the position of the enemy, show 
the points at which they dashed against the strongholds of the re- 
treating foe. It is proper to be stated here, that the left of my line 
was entirely unsupported, and greatly to my surprise and disappoint- 
ment, for I had supposed thai; the movement of my brigade was part 
of a general advance 6f our entire lines. Up to this time no firing 
was heard upon my left, except the firing of the enemy, which was 
directed upon my line with telling effect. 

Afterwards, at a late hour, I found the right regiment of the second 
brigade (on the right of which I had originally formed) standing fast 
at or near the position they had occupied in the beginning, an|l near 
the line from which my advance was begun. I was informed that thi3 
regiment had remained from the first in that position, having received 
no subsequent orders to move forward. I trust I shall not be under- 
stood as alleging or intimating any delinquency upon the part of the 
second brigade, and I certainly do not undertake to say at what time 
that brigade, commanded by Colonel Jenkins, advanced; but, if its ad- 
vance was simultaneous with my own, it must have happened that the 
lines of advance of the two brigades were so divergent as to leave a 
wide interval between the right of the one* and the left of the other. 
Whatever were the operations of the second brigade they were doubt- 
less in keeping with its proud character in the past, and that of its 
gallant commander. All that I undertake to state positively in this 
connection is, that the right regiment of the second brigade did not 
advance for a long time after my brigade had been moved forward, 
and that at the time when my command. had obtained virtual posses- ' 
sion of the enemy's position, no Confederate troops were anywhere 
visible except my own. It now became evident that the position 
sought to be held by my command, was wholly uritenable by them un- 
less largely and immediately reinforced. The inferior numbers which 
had alarmed the enemy and driven him from 'his breastworks and bat- 
teries soon became apparent to him, and he at once proceeded to make 
use of his advantage. While greatly superior numbers hung upon . 
our front, considerable todies of the enemy were thrown upon both 
flanks of my command, which was now in imminent danger of being 
wholly captured or destroyed. Already they were capturing officers and 
menat different peints of my line, principally upon the right. No rein- 
forcements appeared, and the dire alternative of withdrawing from 
the position, although of obvioufc and inevitable necessity, was reluct- 
antly submitted to. 

Owing to the difficulties offered by the wilderness through which 
the brigade had advanced, the task of reassembling and reforming' the 
regiments, was attended with much trouble. I sent out details as 
speedily as possible to direct officers and. men where to reform, and as 
eoon as this task waa accomplished, imperfectly it is true, but a$ 
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effectually as was possible at so late an hour of the day, I repaired to 
General Lougstreet's headquarters as scon as 1 could find them, and, 
under, instructions there received, it now being night, I proceeded to 
select a-suitable position on the road in the rear, *,t which stragglers 
could be arrested, and such of my "men as had not then come in could 
be re- collected. 

• I should have mentioned before, that soon after my command was 
overpowered, and before all of it had fallen back, General Branch's 
brigade was found comming up, and General Branch was shown by me 
into the position, which my gallant men "had vainly sought to hold 
against overwhelming odds, and immediately afterwards the third 
brigade of this division, Colonel Hunton commanding, took position 
on Branch's right: If it had been possible for these brigades to have 
advanced simultaneously with my own, the victory of the day would 
have been achieved on the ri^ht of our line with comparatively little 
difficulty, and at an early hour. When my line emerged into the open 
field in front of the enemy's batteries, the seventh Virginia, comanded 
by Colonel W. T. Patton, gallantly assisted by Lieutenant Colonel 
Flowreeand Major Swindler, was in, good order, considering the diffi- 
culties of the ground over which it had passed, .and this regiment and 
the first Virginia, nobly sustained by such portions of the other regi- 
ments as had come up, made the first daring charge which drove the 
enemy from his position. Seven companies of tke seventeenth Vir- 
ginia, were unavoidably delayed for some timo by the almost impassa- 
ble nature of the swamp at the point at which they crossed. 

Praise is due to Colonel Corse, seventeenth Virginia, and to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Hairston, twenty-foi\rth Virginia, as well as to Colo- 
nel W. T. Patton, seventh Virginia, (who jacted with eminent gal- 
lantry,) for discharging their duties with the utmost fidelity and 
braver v. 

The same praise is accorded to Captain K. Otey, commanding 
eleventh Virginia ; Captain Norton, commanding first Virginia ; Lieu-" 
tenant Colonel Marye and Captain Simpson, of the seventeenth, fell 
into the hands of- the enemy, while discharging their duties with con- 
epicuous gallantry I at$ satisfied all the field -officers did well. I 
especially commend the good conduct of Caj tnin W. T. Fry, my A. 
A. General, and Mr. A. Camp Beckham, who acted as my volunteer 
aid-do-camp. 

Among those reported to me as deserving especial notice for gal- 
lantry on the field, are Captain Joel Blanchard, company D, and 
Lieutenant W. W. Gooding, company K, seventh Virginia, who were 
both killed, Lieutenant W. E. Harrison, company A, sergeant-major 
Tansill and color-sergeant Mays, both wound d, and both of whom 
had distinguished themselves in the battles of Williamsburg and Seven 
Pines; finst sergeant William Appeison, company C, who was killed, 
and private George Watson, company F, who has also repeatedly dis- 
tinguished himself fur bravery, all of the seventh Virginia regiment. 

Captain James Mitchell, company C, and Lieutenant Logan Kohins, 
company B, fust Virginia regiment, both of whom were wounded; 
Lieutenant W. R. Abbott, company E, and Lieutenant E. T. Dix, 
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company K, eleventh Virginia, both of whom were killed; Lieutenant 
Calfee, company G, of the twenty-fourth Virginia, who was killed 
within a few paces of the enemy's hittery, and Captains Bentley and 
Novvlin, of the same regiment. I doubt not there are many others, 
emitted in the reports, who equally distinguished themselves. The 
list of killed and wounded art) made up of the very best officers and, 
men of which my command could boast. 

The following is a recapitulation of the losses of the day, of which 
full returns have already been rendered : 

RECAPITULATION. 





Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


Aggregate. 


Officers. 


Enlisted 
. Men. 


Officers. 


w 


Officers. ' 


c 

W 


Officers 
and Men. 








2 


3 
60 
50 ' 
21 
57 




6 
38 
39 
GO 
13 


11 

12L 




2 
2 
3 
1 


J2 
7 
14 


2 
13 
1 




100 
113 
79 


Twety -fourth Regiment,... 


• 2 
'4 




8 " 


36 14 


191 


•19 


156 


424 



I have the honor to be, Major, 

A r ery respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

JAMES L. KEMPER, 
Brig. General commanding First Brigade, Longstr^efs Division. 



REPORT OF GENERAL GREGG OF BATTLE OF COLD 
. ' HARBOR. 



HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, LlGHT DIVISION, i 

Camp on South Anna river, near. Gordonsville, > 
August 6th, 18 2.' ) 

Major : My report concerning the battles before Richmond has 
been delayed, first by the delay in the reports made to me by subor- 
dinate commanders, caused by the wounds or sickness, under which 
all of them suffered, and next by movements of the brigade and duties 
in the field. After nightfall, on the 25th of June last, four 
regiments of the second brigade, accompanied by Crenshaw's battery, 
followed from the position on the extreme right of the division, the 
march of the otlier brigade'to the left, and halted to bivouac on the 
Meadow Bridge road. The fourteenth regiment South Carolina 
volunteers, under ColoneL McGowan, was left on picket duty 
on the edge of the Chickahominy valley, in front of the position 
evacuated by the brigade, to be relieved by other troops of another 
division the same night, and to follow the march. By some mis- 
chance, however, it was not relieved at all. I had to remain in place 
the next day and night and until the middle of the following day, 
when the retreat of the enemy down- the opposite side of the river 
enabled it to cross and rejoin the brigade in the midst cf the battle of 
Cold Harbor, vrhere the light division, in the afternoon of the 26th 
of June, crossed the Meadow Bridge and attacked the enemy at Me- 
chaniesville.' The second brigade, still marching in rear of,the divis- 
ion, did not become actually engaged, but was deployed in reserve. 
It was exposed for some time to a fire of shot and shells, from which, 
however, the lines were much sheltered, by taking advantage of ine- 
qualities in the grounds and causing the men to lie down. Only four 
men were wounded. At one time an erroneous report was brought 
to me that the enemy were appearing to our left and rear. A detach- 
ment from Colonel Marshall's regiment, thrown out as skirmishers, 
quickly detected the error. During the action, I sent forward my 
aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Langdon C. Haskell, to learn whether rein- 
forcements were needed from my brigade, but as he did'not meet Maj. 
General Hill, and did not find the state of battle such* as to require 
my moving forward without waiting for orders,'! remained in posi- 
tion. The brigade lay on its arms that night. Early in the morning 
of the 27th, I received orders from General Hill to take the advance 
with the second brigade, and to. drive the enemy from their position 
on Beaver Dam creek, at Ellysoii's Mills. Forming the first regi- 
ment South Carolina volunteers, Colonel Hamilton commanding, and 
the twelfth, Colonel Barns, in line % of battle, with two companies Of. 
•skirmishers— Captain Cordew's, of the first, and Captain Mills', of 
the twelfth — thrown forward, while the thirteenth regiment South " 
Carolina volunteers, Colonel Edwards, and the first reginlent rifles, 
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South Carolina volunteers, Colonel Marshall, followed in support — 
Crenshaw's battery being in rear. The brigade advanced to the attack. 
Slight resistance was made here by the enemy, and the passage of the 
stream, which presented a strong natural defence*, was gained. Many 
Confederate soldiers, wounded or killed in a preceding unsuccessful 
assault, lay in the road towards the crossing of the creek, and had to 
be moved aside to allow the passage of our artillery. A small bridge, 
broken up by the enemy, had also to be repaired. This was towards 
eight o'clock in the morning. Crossing Beaver Dam creek, the 
brigade advanced along the road amongst piles • of knapsacks and 
other property and burning stores abandoned by the enemy, with 
skirmishers from \he first and twelfth regimerlts out to the front and 
left. Coming into the edge of an open field, Captain Cordew's com- 
pany (first S. C V.,) deployed as skirmishers, was fired on by 
artillery in front, and Second Lieutenant N. C, Heine and a soldier 
were wounded. Captain W. T. Haskell's company, of the same regi- 
ment, advancing in open space, discovered that the forces* meek 
ing us in front from the left w r ere those of Major General Jackson, 
and entered into communication with them so as to avoid *the risk of 
further mischief. In the meantime, two companies of the twelfth 
regiment (Miller's and Neville's) sent out under Lieut. Colonel Cad- 
^Ilader Jones, to meet the enemy seen on the left, took and brought 
in some twelve of the prisoners, belonging in chief to regiments of 
Pennsylvania reserves. At the intersection of the roads, near Wal- 
nut Grove church, where Major General Hill stopped to confer with 
Major General Jackson, I received General Hill's further instruc- 
tions and resumed the advance on the roads running near the Chick- 
ahominy to Graincs' Mill. Approaching the vicinity of Hogan'e 
house, whe/e General Lee stopped me by the road side and gave me 
further directions for advancing and attacking the enemy, I moved 
the brigade forward in nearly the same order as the first — the first and 
twelfth regiments leading, with skirmishers in front. In compli- 
ance with a request sent me -by General Longstreet, I rode hastily 
across to Hogan's house, where I informed General Longstreef; cf 
the route by which my brigade was moving and learned from him the 
parallel road on my right, by which his troops were to move. In 
approaching Powhite Creek, we passed an extensive deserted camp of 
\ the enemy, with great quantities of accoutrements and stores aban- 
doned or burning. A large pontoon train wa3 burning in $ field* to 
our left. The enemy made some stand at Gaines' Mill, and here our 
skirmishers, (Cordew's and Haskell's companies, of. the first, and' 
Miller's, of the twelfth,) became sharply engaged. The enemy was 
sheltered by trees. Our riflemen availed themselves of the inequali- 
ties of the ground, where they could fire and load lying. down. This 
exchange of fire having continued for some time, while the first and 
twelfth were preparing to advance in line, and judging that a rapid 
charge of skirmishers would dislodge the enemy, with least loss to our 
troops, I ordered them forward at the double quick. At the word of 
command the riflemen sprang to their 'feet, and, advancing impetu- 
ously, drove the enemy before them. The first and ^twelfth now 
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followed in line of battle, and, after the bridges on the creek and mill- 
race, torn up by the enemy, had been rebuilt by a working party 
under Lieutenants Johnson and Izard, of the engineer corps, crossed 
the stream and agai/i formed line of battle on the brow of the hill to 
advance, supported by the other two regime#tsi 

It was now' nearly two o'clock/ P. M. The advance across the 
plain, which extends from the valley of Fowhite creek to that beyond 
Gold Harbor, was made rapidly and steadily, . under the fire of tho 
enemy's skirmishers. For a gjod part of th6 distance, the line ad- 
vanced at the double-quick.* Among the troops - driven from the 
ground, the ninth Massachusetts was noticed. Descending into the 
• hollow beyond Cold Harbor, the sides of which are wooded and fcha 
bottom occupied by a marsh, somewhat difficult to cross, the brigade 
dislodged the enemy and was formed in two lines. The first consisted 
of the first and twelfth regiments, on the further hillside ; the second 
consisted of the first rifles and the thirteenth, in the low grounds, 
behind Captain Crenshaw's guns, now placed in battery n,ear the brow 
of the hill on the Cold Harbor side; from which he commenced firing 
on the enemy across tho valley, who replied from batteries on the hill 
in our front. In this position, with the fire of artillery passing over- 
head, the infantry remained at a halt, by General Hill's orders, from 
about half- past two o'clock until four, to await the formation of tho 
line of battle on our right and left, preparatory to a general attack. 
When General Hill sent the order to make the attack, I directed tho 
fiist and twelfth regiments to advance up the hillside The ground, 
especially in front of the first, tvas covered with a dense thicket of 
young pines. As our troop* ascended towards the open ground, they 
were met by a continuous tire of small arms from a much superior 
number of troo*ps, and at the same time were exposed to a heavy firo 
of artillery, both direct and oblique. The fire was so* destructive 
they could not advance further. Finding that great damage was 
done by an enfilading fire from a battery established a good distance* 
to our right, I directed Colonel Marshall, with his regiment, to charge 
and take it, throwing forward two companies in open order, supported 
b^ two others, as a reserve, in close order, and following' with the* 
reht of the regiment, joined in column* of companies. Colonel Mar- 
shall, addressing a few brief and stirring words to his regiment, 
proceeded upon the execution of this highly-perilous service in the hand : 
eomest manner. The two flank companies of Capt. D. M. Pcrrin and 
Capt. T. J. Norton were thrown forward as skirmishers, under com- 
mand of Capt. Pcrrin. The companies of Captains Miller and Miles 
M Norton followed, in support. The four leading companies were 
all under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Ledbetter. The chargo 
was made "at the double-quick, the column of six companies being 
deployed info line after reaching the open ground. A most destruc- 
tive fire of musketry and artillery, in front and in flank, did not 
check the charge, which was continued for several hundred yards, 
across the open ground and iuto a wood, where several . regiments of 
the enemy were posted. The battery, which was the object of the 
charge had been withdrawn. Ihc regiment, on reaching the wood„ 
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commenced firing on the enemy's infantry and drove them in, many 
of the men engaging in a hand to hand conflict with the bayonet and 

•with clubbed rifles. A strong body of .New York Zouaves now made 
a hot attack on the left wing and flank of the regiment. They were 
repulsed and brought to a stand by the^steady and well directed fire 
from a party which, on the spur of the moment, and 'with marked 
presence of mind and skill, Lieutenant Iliggins formed to check 
them. Colonel Marshall, finding that no support was sent to him 
from the rest of the brigade, now too hard pressed on its front, or- 
dered his regimen^ to fall back, and reformed it in the wooded hollow, 
some distance to the right of its original position, where a Noith 
Carolina regiment, which just then came up, aided in h/dding the 
ground. Of five hundred and thirty-seven men carried into action, 
Colonel" Marsh nil's regiment lost eighty-one killed and, two hunilred 
and thirty- four wounded.* Nearly all this loss .occurred in the charge 
just described. I refer to Colonel Marshall's report for the names of 
many gallant officers mentioned by him, both those who fell 'on t^e 
field and those who passed safely through. I have to remark that, in 
the two leading companies deployed in open order, the loss was not 
so heavy in proportion as in the other companies. I have no doubt 
but, by drawing the fire of the enemy, those companies made th<^ lass 
in the whole regiment less than it otherwise would have been. While 
the first rifles were thus engaged, the first and the twelfth regiments, 
although relieved from the enfilading fire of the battery on ihe right, 
had a hard struggle to maintain their ground again t the superior 
forces in their front. The twelfth was able at one time to gain some 
distance in advance in the op<m field, but Colonel Barnes found it ne- 
cessary to withdraw it and reform his line on or near his original 
ground in the hollow. Two of the companies of this, regiment at 
first, McMeekin's and Erwin's, afterwards relieved by Booker's^and 
company (i, Lieutenant Garvin commanding., had, durfhg the halt in 
the hollow, been deployed as skirmishers in advance, to -watch the 
enemy. The two last named only resumed their places in line after 
the return to the hollow. At this time, in consequence of the diffi- 
culty of the ground, the right of the twelfth got in rear of the first, 
and there was much danger, in* such a thicket, of the first suffering 
from the fire of that portion of the twelfth behind it, until Colonel 
Hamilton interposed and prevented it. The twelfth advanced again, 
abrea t with the first, and the two regiments fought bravely to main- 
tain their ground, but suffered great loss, and were compelled to fall 
back in some disorder. 

In the first regiment, all the members of the color-guard were shct 
down around Colonel Hamilton, who, for part of the time, bore the 
colors himself. Colonel Barns, of the twelfth, received a hurt which, 
although he did not leave the field, in a great measure disabled him 
for the rest of the day. The nature of the ground rendering it im- 

' practicable to preserve or establish regularity in the front line, I 
therefore ordered Colonel Edwards to hold the thirteenth ready to re- 
ceive the enemy wifch a steady fire, at short range, if they should de- 
scend the hillside through the pine thicket. The twelfth not being 
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at the time so heavily pressed as the first, I left it to continue the 
struggle ; the first I ordered to reform at some distance in the rear of 
the thirteenth, retiring. around the left of that regiment. The four- 
teenth regiment, Colonel McGowan, now arrived on the field, at the 
moment it was so greatly needed. By General Lee's .order, I had 
sent ray aid-de-camp, Captain Henry Hammond, across the valley" of 
the Chickahominy, to relieve this regiment from duty on the post so 
long occupied hy it, and to guide it to the brigade. Captain Ham- 
mond, met, at the river, Captains Wood and Taggert, sent forward with 
their companies by Colonel McGowan, to endeavbr to communicate 
with me. The bridge at whrch they met, was one constructed by the 
enemy opposife Dr. Friend's house, and torn up and burned by the 
enemy the night before. Leaving his horse at the river, Captain 
Hammond g*>t across on foot and carriec^ the order to Colonel 'Mc- 
Gowan, who at once led his men across the valley, and hastily repair- 
ing the bridge, marched on for the battle-field, under the constant 
fire from one of the enemy's batteries. Stopping the fire of Cren- 
shaw's battery for a short time, to allow a passage through the guns, 
I ordered the fourteenth forward. Tired a3 they were, by two days 
and three nights of outpost duty, and by a rapid march under a burn- 
ing sun, they recovered strength at once and advanced, with a Gheer, 
at the double quick. Leading his regiment to ,-the right of the thir- 
teenth, and across the hollow, Colonel McGowan arrived just in time 
to repulse the advancing enemy, and prevent him from establishing a 
battery on the edge of the open ground on the brow of the hill. The 
fourteenth was formed along a fence, up the hill, on the other side of 
the hollow, and maintained its position gallantly to the end of the 
battle. After it had held it some time alone, other troops came up, 
and, in concert with a North Carolina and a Georgia regiment, the 
fourteenth made a charge across .an open field, for the purpose of 
taking a battery. In this charge, Colonel McGowan was bruised by 
a grapesliot, and for a short time disabled. The distance to the bat- 
tery being too great, and the fire both direct and across, too heavy, 
our troops halted and lay down to shelter themselves, then retired, 
and the fourteenth resumed its posijion near the brow of the hill, 
where, after the battle, it lay on its arms. Meanwhile, the thirteenth 
held its position, Colonel Edwards commanding.. The enemy" did 
not venture to charge directly down the hill upon hi3 poskion, but 
kept up a constant fire, which caused considerable loss. Colonel Ed- 
wards threw. forward his right company, deployed as skirmishers, to 
dislodge the enemy from the pine^in frynt and on the right, then or- 
dered the rest of the regiment to take position a little in advance of 
the foot of the hill beyond the boggy stream. From this difficulty of 
crossniguhe bog and the incessant roar of cannon and musketry, his 
commands not being well heard, a separation of the regiments took 
place. A part of the left wing effected the movement intended by 
Colonel Edwards, and maintained the new position until the close of 
the battle. The right and centre companies, supposing the order to 
be to move in a different direction, matched under Colonel Farrow a 
short distance to the rear. Desiring to form a reserve of this force, 
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and of the first regiment, for further movements I directed Major 
Farrow to march further to the right and rear and form near Colonel 
Hamilton. Two companies of the fir3t, those of Captain W. T. Has- 
kell and A. P. Butler, not having heard the order to retire, remained 
engaged in the front, and on the advance of the other troop3, acted 
in concert with those nearer them, to the end of the battle.* Before 
I made any further dispositions of the portions of the first and thir- 
teenth, under Colonel Hamilton and Major Farrow, they were ordered 
by Major General Hill to take a position considerably to the right of my 
brigade, in support of. the brigades of Generals Anderson and' Fields. 
At the close of the battle, Having united with the first rifles, the whole 
under Colonel Hamilton, they bivouacked on their ground. In the 
progress of the 'battle, after the wound received by Colonel Barnes, 
the twelfth regiment having suffered heavy loss, and being in difficult 
grounds, became somewhat separated, but portions of the regiment 
falling in with other commands, continued the fight to the end. Cap- 
tain Booker's company then joined, and fought in company with, 
Colonel James Canty's regiment, from Alabama. * 

The part taken by Captain Crenshaw's battery, was important at 
the beginning, but became more so after the infantry had become so 
severehy engaged, and after two regiments and the greater part of the 
third had been moved to the right, leaving the original position of "the 
brigade, to be held by a comparatively small force of- infantry. The 
fire of the .battery was " well aimed and rapid, and the position, under 
ah exceedingly heavy fire from the enemy, was maintained with great 
gallantry. At one time, very heavy bodies of infantry were to be 
seen in the open field beyond the ravine and to our right, drawn up 
in many lines,' and apparently preparing for a formidable advance. 
Captain Crenshaw's gnn^, directed on the masses, caused them 
quickly to disappear, sheltering themselves in the long hollow which 
ran through the field, and rendered the enemy's position so strong. 
At a late hour, a large body of troops was seen to our left beyond a 
house in front. -This was the point at which we thought it probable 
that General Jackson's troops, would emerge from the woods and at- 
tack the enemy in flank ; but upon watching the body of troops be- 
fore me for a short time, I became satisfied that they belonged to the 
enemy and threatened a dangerous* assault on our left, where it was 
weak; I therefore ordered Captain Crenshaw to fire upon them. Very 
soon a staff officer of General Ewell came up to insist on stopping, 
this fire, as General Ewell believed the troops before us were friends. 
I caused the fire to be suspended for a few moments, but being fully 
satisfied, by further observation, my first conclusion was right, I di- 
rected Captain Crenshaw to resume the fire, which he did, with good 
aim, dis'persing the ejiemy quickly. General Ewell was afterwards 
fully satisfied with the correctness of this course. At one time during 
the action, and before firing on the troops mentioned, Captain Cren- 
shaw, with my approval, withdrew the battery to some distance to the 
rear to rest for three quarters .of an hour. For a part of the time 
during the action, two or three batteries were firing on hiai at once ; 
at last, two of the pieces having been disabled by the breaking of tho 
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axles/ and the other two having become too hot to lire, and many 
men and horses killed or disabled, I directed Captain Crenshaw to 
withdraw his battery from the field, which he did by moving the two 
disabled pieces by hand and using the horses with most of the other 
guns. Captain Crenshaw was immediately replaced by Captain Mar- 
mad uke Johnson, whom General Lee ordered forward on my applica- 
tion for another battery. . Capt Johnson, who had already been, at an 
early hour in the morning, at Moehanicsville, proud of the efficiency 
of his battery by silencing the artillery of the enemy oppositeto 
him, entered on this second conflict with great vigor. Three batte- 
ries opened upon him, and he was exposed to an incessant shower of 
rifle balls. lie silenced one of the enemy's batteries, by the use of 
round shot, and kept up the contest hotly, with the others. In a 
short time, I think about twenty minutes, twenty of his men ard ton 
horses were killed or wounded, and his b'attery was disabled. Under 
this severe fire his men stood to their guns like veterans, till I or- 
dered the battery to be withdrawn, in or'der to replace it by a section of 
that of Captain Mcintosh, sent forward by General Lee> at my re- 
quest. 

Captain Mcintosh had hardly taken his position when his horse 
was shot under him. Like Captain Johnson,- Captain Mclrijosh had 
already proved the efficiency of his battery, at Mechanicsvillo, having 
opened the fight and been hotly engaged the evening before, and 
having resumed it in the morning, until all his ammunition was ex- 
pended, and ho was obliged to go back for a further supply. When 
Captain Mcintosh took his position, he found the view of the enemy's 
position too much obstructed by smoke and dust to allow him to aim 
at any object. lie fired two or three rounds, but no artillery replied 
to him. He then, - by my direction, withdrew his guns soau distance 
to the rear, to remain in readiness for farther orders 

It was now towards sunset, and from this time until half past eight 
o'clock, when the enemy were driven from the field, under the re- 
peated attacks of large bodies of fresh troops, the regiments of my 
brigade were engaged at different points, as I have stated above. 



Camp Gregg, Virginia, ) 
March 11), I8'j3. \ 

I, A. C. Haskell, certify, on honor, that the original, of which the 
foregoing is a copy, was found among General Gregg's papers. I 
am well acquainted .with General Gregg's hand writing, and I know 
the said rep ort to be in his proper ha.nl writing. No further report 
of the operations around Kiuhinond can be found amoig General 
Gregg's papers. 

A. C: HASKELL, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 



REPORT OF GENERAL RANSOM OF OPERATIONS ON THE 
25th,- ,26th AND 27th. JUNE, 1802. 



Headquarters Second Brigade, Department, N. C, ) 
l)rcwn/s Bluff, July 19, 186 - 2. i 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

General Huger* s Division : . 
Sir : I -have the honor to submij the following report of the part 
taken by the different regiments composing my brigade at the time, 
on the 25th, and 26th, and 27th of last month: 

Onthc 24th ultimo, the br igade left Peteishurg for Richmond, with 
orders to report to General Lee. About ten o'clock at night, I 
reached Richmond, with the twenty- fifth North Carolina volunteer?, 
(Colonel Rutledge;) the twenty-fourth, thirty fifth and forty-ninth 
having preceded — the twenty -sixth and forty-eighth being le r t to follow. 

Before d lylight, on the 25ch, all had reached Richmond. Upon 
my arrival in Richmond, I received orders to report to General llu- 
ger, to be phtced by him in reseive, on the Williamsburg road. At 
an early hour I started the Iroops, giving directions for them to report 
to General Huger. At nine, A. M., I reported at headquarters of 
General Huger, for orders, and, after waiting for an hour or more, 
ascertained that General Wright had sent back and ordered forward 
two of my regiments, the twenty-fifth and forty-ninth, Colonels Rut- 
lege an I Uamseur. I at once marched to the front and past the en- 
trenchments, when I learned that Colonel Rutledge's regiment was then 
actually engaging the enemy, just to the left of the Williamsburg 
road, about three-fourths of a mile in front , of our w r oiks. From 
that time, eleven o'clock, "A. M., till sunset, this regiment held in 
check the enemy's troops, who three times attempted to force ihem, 
bait with out effect. About six, P. 51!, the enemy opened upon that 
regiment with grape, but they held theh* position without wavering, 
until Capt.un Huger, with a section of his battery completely silenced 
the fire of tl • enemy. 

During the whole afternoon, the enemy was throwing shell, and at 
one time, very rapidly. Casualties, two killed and several wounded. 
This was the first time that this regiment (twenty-fifth) was ever under 
fire, although in* service for nearly a year. The regiment behaved 
admirably, and I am proud to bear witness to its unwavering gal- 
lantry. 

The forty-ninth North Carolina volunteers, Colonel Ramseur, was 
the next to take position under fire. On the 25th' June it was placed 
in Support of a regiment of Colonel Wright — several casualties oc- 
curred. In the afternoon it was relieved by the twenty-fourth. Colo- 
nel Claike. On several occasions, from the 25th to the 29th, the 
regiment was under fire, and acted handsomely It had then been in 
service only about two months. I have before reported its conduct 
on the 1st inst. The twenty fourth, Colonel Clarke, relieved Colonel 
Ramseur's regiment in the afternoon, and was pushed forward to tho 
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advance pickets, where it met a severe fire, but it repulsed the enemy, 
,and captured several muskets. During the evening, two were killed 
and feven wounded. At sunset, the regiment was relieved. On 
the 27th, the regiment went again on picket. During the afternoon, 
the enemy attempted to dislodge it, with* both artillery and infantry, 
but without effect. At two o'clock at night, he made an attack, but 
was -signally repulsed. 

Early on the* morning of the 28th, the line wa3 advanced, a few 
prisoners captured, and the enemy's pickets driven to his works. This 
regiment had never before been under fire, and its conduct deservedly 
received my commendation. • 

The forty-eighth, Colonel R. C. Hill, early in the day, 25th June, 
had been thrown out to support Colonel Doles. During the afternoon, 
by pome misapprehension, it -had retired to the works a few hundred 
yards in fear. As soon as I ascertained this fact, the regiment was 
ordered out to its former position. This was about six, P. M. Hardly 
had the regiment gotten to the ground, before the enemy was seen 
advancing in strong force. Colonel Hill had formed his regiment 
just in front of French's house, behind a low hill, and under cover of 
a fence. Before the approach of the enemy, the regiment, which was 
lying down, rose, charged, and drove him back several hundred yards, 
covering, the ground with his dead and wounded. There were known 
to have been two regiments, the first New York and tenth Indiana 
opposed to them. Colonel Hill's loss was eighteen killed, and from 
sixty to eighty wounded. He has made no official report, as on the 
day after this he was detached from my brigade, and I have not since 
been able to communicate with him. Colonel Hill was conspicuously 
gallant. His regiment was only two months in service., and I am 
happy to have witnessed its courage. 

At sunset, June- 25th, Colonel Ransom's regiment, thirty-fifth 
North Carolina volunteers, relieved the twenty-fifth on picket. At 
about nine and a half, P. M., the enemy, under cover of the dark- 
• ness. approached to within less than a hundred yards, and opened 
with, a heavy fire of musketry upon the regiment. The fire was in- 
stantly returned with fearful effect, as the enemy were standing and 
our men lying down. A small portion of the regiment became disor- 
dered, but the Colonel soon brought'them into position ; and although 
twice afterwards during the night they were attacked, the regiment 
held its position till morning, without -giving a foot o.f ground, losing 
one kiljed and five wounded. At the battle of Newbern this regi- 
ment is said to have acted badly. On the night of the 25th ultimo 
and 1st instant,. it acted with wonderful staunchness and admirable 
gallantry. Any oflicer may be proud to command it. 

At a. little before dark, 25th June, Colonel Vance, twenty-sixth 
North Carolina volunteers; relieved the twenty-fourth in front of the 
enemy. During the night it was attacked By a strong body of the 
enemy. Most of the regiment held its ground and did good service. 
% A part, however, became detached, and left its position, which it did • 
not retake till next morning. The loss was thre'e killed and eight 
wounded. On the 27th June, the regiment was again on picket, 
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pushed to the front, and took possession of some unfinished work9 of 
the enemy. Just as it was about to be relieved, it was attacked by the 
enemy, but returned the fire so briskly and with such effect as to 
drive them back. The loss to us was. twp wounded. In making' this 
report, I am without any official communication from Cols. Hill and 
Ramseur. The cause of the absence of a report in case of Col. Hill 
I have explained. Colonel Ramseur was severely wounded on the 1st 
instant, in the engagement, and has not been able> to communicate 
with nie since. My brigade was composed of new troops, and those 
principally who had never been under *fire of any description, t 

During the whole of the afternoon of the jS5th, all of them were 
subjected to quite a lively fire from the enemy's artillery, an^L during 
that* and the conflicts of the days and nights subsequent, it behaved 
in a manner highly creditable to well-tried veterans^ To all the field 
officers I owe my thanks, particularly to Colonels Clarke and Rutledge, 
Ramseur and Ranscm. . 

Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. RANSOM, Jr., 

Brigadier General. 



GENERAL RANSOM'S REPORT OF BATTLE OF. MALVERN 

9 HILL. 



Headquarters Second Brigade, Holmes' Division, ) 
Vrtwj y's Bluff, Ya., July 11, 1862. , \ 

Colonel S. S. Anderson, • 

Assistant m Aujutant General,' General Ilugcr's Division : 

Sin: Having been temporarily attached to General Hugh's com- 
mand at the time, I have the honor to submit the following report of 
the pjut taken by'my brigade in the action on Malvern Hill, during 
the afternoon of the 2d instant: 

Mv brigade consisted of the following named regiments, all from 
North Carolina : twenty- fourth. Colonel Clarke; twenty-fifth, Colo- 
nel Rutledge ; twenty-sixth, s Colonel Y*noe ; thirty-fifth, Colonel 
Rnnsom ; forty-eighth, Colonel Hill ; forty-ninth, Colonel Ramsenr — 
Colonel Hill's regiment was absent on duty with the brigade of Gen- 
eral Walker. The effective force present was about thr.ee thousand. 
Between two and three O'clock, P. M., the brigade left the Quaker 
road, and was put in line of battle, by General Huger's order, about 
a mile and a quarter fiom where the action was then going on. The 
giound then occupied was a belt of woods, bordering on a small 
Btrea m: 

In this position we remained, exposed to the bursting of an oc- 
casional shell, until about five o'clock, P. M., when' a messenger 
reached me from General Magruder, asking that I would g(\ to his 
support. The summons was not obeyed ; but I sent word to Ge neral 
H iger.to get instructions. His reply sustained my action. In ahout 
half uu hour another oider from General Magruder arrived. General 
linger was present, and, under his direction, I informed* General Ma- 
gruder that orders to me must come* through General linger. The 
engagement was now very warm, and extended along our whol< front. 
At st ven o'clock, JP. M., I received word from Genoal Magruder that 
he must have aid, if only a regiment. The message was so piessing 
that 1 at once directed Colonel Clarke to go, with his regiment, and 
report to General Magruder. and, at the same time, s;nt my aid- de- 
camp. Lieutenant BrQadnax, to General Huger for orders. Lieuten- 
ant P> brought me somewhat discretionary orders, to go or not, hut 
not to place myself under General Magruder. The brigade was at 
once put in motion by the right flank, (as the line we had been occu- 
pying was at right angles to that upon which the battle was raging,) 
Colonel Clarke's regiment had already gone ; Colonel Rutledge next 
followed; then Colonel Ransom, Colonel Hamseuranl Colonel Vance, 
all moved to the scene of conflict, at the double quick. As each of 
the three first-named regiments reached the field, they were at once 
thrown into action, by General Magruder's orders. As the last two 
arrived, they were halted by me, to regain their breathy and then 



369 



• 

pushed forward, under as fearful a fire as the mind can conceive. In 
the charge made by Colonel Ransom's regiment, he 'was thrice 
wounded, and had to .be taken from the field. The lieutenant colonel 
(Petoray) then took command, arfd, in a few moments, he fell, mor- 
tally wounded. Cclonei Rutlexlge's regiment went gallantly forward, 
and the colonel was seriously stunned by the explosion of* a shell, 
and the major severely wounded. • The fire was so firm that the three 
regiments were compelled to fall back under the crest of some inter- 
vening hills. , % 

At this juncture, L arrived with Ransom's and Vanc*e's regiments, 
snd, ordering the whole to the right, so as to be able to form under 
cover, brought the brigade in line, within two hundred yards of the 
enemy's batteries. This was upon our extreme right. The hills 
afforded capital cover. I had no difficulty in forming the Jine as I 
desired. In going to this position, 1 passed over a brigade, com- 
manded by Colonel Anderson, of Georgia, and requested him to sup- 
port me in the charge I was about to make. This, to my sad disap- 
pointment, he declined to do. 

It was new twilight ; the line was put in motion, and moved 
steadily forward, to within less than a hundred yards of the batteries. 
The enemy seemed tQ.be unaware of our movement. Masses of his 
troops seemed to be moving from the left towards the right. Just at 
this instant the brigade raised a tremendous shout, and the enemv at 
once whirled into line, and opened a perfect sheet of fire from mus- 
ketry and the batteries. We steadily advanced, to within twenty 
yards of the guns. The enemy had concentrated his force to meet us. 
Our onward movement was checked ; the line wavored and fell back 
before the^fire, the intensity of which is beyond description. 

It was a bitter disappointment, to be compelled to yield, when their 
guns seemed almost in our hands. It was now dark, and J conceived 
it best to 'withdraw the brigade, which was quickly done, to near the 
point from which we had started at seven o*clock 

Although we did not succeed in taking the enemy's guns, I am 
proud to bear testimony to the resolute and gallant charge of the 
brigade. Officers and men behaved, in every way, as becomes the 
(aoldier of the Southern Confederacy. While L cannot but be happy 
in commending those who survive, we must not pass unnoticed the 
gallapt dead, and most conspicuous among them, the noble yuung 
Lieutenant Colonel Petoray, who fell at the head of his regiment. I 
should do injustice if I failed to mention the conspicuous conduct of 
Colonels liutledge, Ransom and Ramseur, the two latter bein£ 
severely wounded. Major Frances, too, of the twenty-fifth, deserves 
the highest approbation. 

To my staff, Lieutenant J. G. Ashe, acting assistant adjutant gen- 
eral ; Lieutenant N. E. Broadnax, aid-de-camp; Captain Fred. Bla.ke* 
volunteer aid-de camp. I am indebted for valuable assistance in the field. 
To Lieutenant J. L. Henry, first North Carolina cavalry, ordnance 
officer, I must express my thanks, for his energy and zeal in collect- 
ing arms and accoutrements under fire? 
2i 
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A list of casualties is here appended : Sixty-nine killed, three 
hundred and fifty-four wounded, seventy-six missing ; total, four 
hundred and ninety-nine. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your oJ>edi$nt servant, 

R. RANSOM, Brigadier General 
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REPORT OF GENERAL MXHONE OF OPERATIONS OF HIS* 
BRIGADE FROM JUNE 1st TO JUNE 30th, 1862, INCLU- 
SIVE. 



Headquarters Second Brigade, Virginia Volunteers, > > 
Huger's Division, July 10, 1862. J 

To .Colonel S. S. Anperson, 

Adjutant General, Hugcr's Division : 

Colonel : In obedience to instructions from the Major General I 
commanding, the following report is submitted of the services per- 
formed by this brigade subsequent to the battle of Seven Pines, 
Sunday, June 1st, to that of Malvern Hill, Tuesday, July 1st, 
1862, inclusive : 

Having returned from the battle-field of Seven Pines, Monday, the 
2d of June, it was assigned to position on our front line # upon the 
Charles City road, at Parad's house, connecting on the left with Brig- - 
adier General Wright's brigade, stationed in like manner on the Wil- 
liamsburg road. Being wholly unsupported on the right toward? the 
Darby town road, the protection of the long line was committed to its 
charge, which, in its diminished condition, numbering only about 
eighteen hundred (1,800) men and officers, imposed constant vigilant 
exertions. For four weeks the laborious duties, incident to this out- 
post position, were cheerfully and faithfully performed by the troops, . 
though often with severe trials to their health, owing no less to the 
season of the year, than to the locality which they occupied. During 
this period several skirmishes, between scouting parties in advance of 
the lines, occurred, but no engagement of any consequence, except 
that at French's field, on Wednesday, the 25th of June, upon which a 
separate report is submitted. In these skirmishes two men were 
killed and two wounded on our side. The enemy's loss is not known ; 
with certainty beyond four killed. * 

On Sunday, the 29th of June, orders were received to proceed 
down the Charles City road, for the purpose of co-operating with 
other forces of our arm;f, now pursuing the retreating enemy 
along the line of the Chickahominy, but mainly in reference to the 
forces which had been stationed on the north side of the White Oak 
Swamp, immediately confronting our position on the Charles City and 
Williamsburg roads. This brigado, which was followed by those of 
Brigadier Generals Armistead and Ransom, pursued their march 
without the occurreace^of any incident worthy to be noted, until they 
arrived at the place known as BrightwelPs house, where a small party 
of the enemy's cavalry was met. At this point a cioss-road, leading 
from the Darbytown road, was known to pass down to the White Oak 
Swamp, crossing the swamp at a passable ford, in rear of Chapman's, . 
leading thence into the main White Oak Swamp road, which had been 
heretofore held by the enemy, and upon which his camps and fortifica- 
tions had been established. It was anticipated that, by the White 
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Oak Swamp road, Kearny's division,, which had been more imme- 
diately confronting our lines, would attempt to retreat, crossing the 
swamp either at this point or at Fisher's crossing,/ where another di- 
vision of the enemy was known to have been fortified, or at White 
Oak Bridge, where he was also known to* have been in large force 
formidably fortitified. Upon meeting this cavalry scout, it was 

• deemed essential to our safety, before leaving this pass to the. Charles 

'City and Darbytown roads in our rear, to ascertain if the enemy had 
left his camp on the opposite side of the swamp, at Chapman's. With 
this view, a reconnoitering party was immediately despatched, which 
soon returned and reported the enemy's column then in the act of 
crossing the swamp, about half a mile distant from our troops. The 
brigade was promptly placed in position, to meet the approach of this 
force, whose advance guard and our skirmishers, in a few minutes 
afterwords, came into collision. /This guard was dispersed, and two 

, regiments- of the brigade pushed- forward upon the crossing a.t the 
swamp. Meantime a cavalry scout of the enemy again made its ap- 
pearance, advancing up the road, and were routed with a loss of three 
men and three horses killed. It was now night, and our forces, hold- 
ing this position, slept upon their arms. At this point we captured 
fifteen prisoners. Early the next morning, it was ascertained that 
Kearny's division, upon coming up with our skirmishers, had re- 
crossed the swamp. Satisfied that the enemy had changed his route 
of retreat across the swamp, the next point which seemed to require 

.the like precautions, as at Brightwell's, was Fisher's, near by where 
there was a still better crossing of the swamp, and which was known 
to lead directly to a large camp of- the enemy. The brigade was now 
advanced to a position, covering the crossing at Fisher's, when it was 
ascertained that a considerable body of the enemy had passed 
from ncrpss the swamp into the Charles City road the evening before. 
Again moving forward, we at once came upon the rear guard of the 
enemy, and found the road for more than a mile blockaded. Skir- 
mishing was kept up along this section of the road, the enemy readily 
yeilding to our advance until we came to Bracket's field, where he 
was found in force, fortified by the advantages of a superior position, 
which it was deemed ncccessary to reconnoitre before pushing further, 
and tlie propriety of this precaution, it may be well to remark, was 
fully sustained by subsequent actual examination of the ground he 
occupied. Meantime two pieces of Moorman's battery were put in 
position, and opened fire upon his lines, which was returned with gre*at 
energy and effect. This continued .until late at night. The loss 
of the, brigade in this engagement was serious, considering that it was 
confined exclusively to the artillery, the conduct of whose officers 
and men deserves high commendation, and especially that of Captain 
Moorman, who directed the operation of his pieces, under a galling 
fire, with great vigor and self-possessed deliberation. He lost in 
killed, one man; in wounded, a lieutenant, two non-commissioned 
officers and one private. The forty-first Virginia, which suffered 
more severely than any other regiment, owiDg to its position as a sup- 
porting force to our battery, and where it behaved well, under tho 
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authority of the gallant I*arham, lost in killed, one officer and seven- 
teen privates, and in wounded, eighteen privates. The forty-ninth 
Virginia, occupying like relations to the hattery, with the same com- 
mendable firmness, stimulated by the characteristic coolness of its 
fearless commander, Colonel William Smith, also suffered heavily 
under this fire, losing in killed two men and twenty-eight wounded. 
The sixth Virginia, which firmly maintained its place on the right of 
our front, lost in killed, one commissioned officer and two privates, 
and in wounded, two privates. When it was considered that this regi- 
ment suffered this entire loss from a terrific cannonading, (of short 
duration,) which it was impossible for them in any manner to return, 
their intrepidity cannot be too much admired. 

The next morning, Tuesday, July 1st, we took up our march along 
the Charles City road, and thence into the Quaker road, and under 
th6 more imraedate direction of the Major General commanding, until 
reaching the scene of the engagement of that day, when, by his 
order, the brigade was reported to Major General Magruder, by 
whom it was at once put into the battle of Malvern Hill, in connec- 
tion with which its conduct and casualties are made the subject of & 
separate report. • 

I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant*,* 

WILLIAM MAHONE, 

Brigadier General 
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REPORT OF GENERAL MAHONE OF BATTLE OF JUNE 

25th, 1862. ♦ 

Headquarters (in Field) Second Brigade, Va. Volunteers, ) 

Huger's Division, July 10, 1862. > 

Colonel S. S. Anderson, A. A. G. Hugefs Division : 

Colonel : The importance given by Major General McClellan, 
United States army, to the engagement which took place in French's 
field on Wednesday, the 25th June, between a portion of his forces 
and those of Major General Huger's command, in front of our lines 
on the Williamsburg road, makes it but just to the troops of tbis 
brigade that the part performed by them in that action should be 
recorded. It is apparent from tho despatches- of the Federal com- 
mander to his Government that he was present, in person, directing 
tfie attack, and that he looked to it as the beginning of a general 
demonstration upon our lines. The series of victories achieved by 
our army immediately subsequent may give to this day's proceedings 
still more consequence. This brigade, it will be remembered, occu- 
pied that portion of our front lines which covered the Charles City 
road, its passes and approaches; while that of Brigadier General 
Wright held a like position on the Williamsburg road, immediately 
on my left. Early on the morning of the 25th of June it was dis- 
covered that the enemy were pressing with energy upon General 
Wright's front. Assistance from this brigade was immediately ten- 
dered, but in a short time General Wright, sustained by a portion of 
Brigadier General Ransom's brigade, succeeded* in driving him back 
over the ground he had so boldly presumed to occupy, and the firing 
had now ceased. With the view, however, of providing against a 
renewal of the attack by the enemy with an increased force, and any 
attempt which might be made to flank General Wright's position on 
the right of his line, where it appeared he was not sufficiently pro- 
tected, a large portion of this brigade, with two pieces of Grimes' 
artillery, were brought up and placed in position, the former under 
cover of woods, and the latter masked. Soon after, skirmishing, with 
some severity, was renewed on General Wright's front, and in the 
afternoon a vigorous*xttempt was mad<$ to turn his flank where Phad 
anticipated such effort would be made. For this, however, we were 
prepared, and a few well directed shots from Grimes' pieces drove the 
enemy, with loss and confusion, from his position. But, in a few 
minutes, he returned to the conflict under cover of a piece of artil- 
lery, which was placed in a position favorable to his contemplated 
•• advance. At this point of time, now late in the evening, Colonel 
' Wills' regiment, of Hansom's brigade,* moved forward in line of battle, 

* supported on the left by Colonel Doles' regiment, of Wright's brigade. 
The firing now became active and serious in its effects. Colonel 

* Wills' regiment, having moved close upon the enemy in his concealed 
j position, .had suffered severely, and for a moment gave way. Their 
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ground, however, was promptly occupied by the twelfth and a bat- 
talion of the sixth Virginia regiments, of this brigade. Meantime, 
Colonel Smith, of the forty-ninth, whose regiment, with that of the 
forty-first and the second battalion of the sixth Virginia, had been 
placed in a skirt of woods leading out on the enemy's left flank, most 
opportunely moved forward and attacked him upon his rear and flank. 
Thus pressed. simultaneously upon front and flank, the enemy fled 
precipitately, leaving a large number of his dead and wounded scat- 
tered upon the field. Colonel Smith captured nine prisoners. 

The timely appearance of Colonel Smith with his regiment, and 
his deliberate and judicious direction of its actions, rendered the com- 
bined movement of our forces at this point eminently successful. His 
written report to me is herewith forwarded as an interesting paper in 
connection with the engagement. In this action the forty-ninth had 
two officers and six men wounded, the sixth .Virginia one man 
wounded, and the twelfth twenty-three men wounded. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM MAHONE, 

Brigadier General. 




REPORT OF GENERAL MAHONE OF BATTLE OF MALVERN 

HILL. .' tiffin ■ 

Head'q'rs Second Brigade, Va. Vols., IIuger's Division, > 

July 15, 1B62. J 

ColonelS. S. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Iluger^s Division : 

Colonel: In conformity to usage, and in complianco with the 
Major General's request, I beg to report the conduct and casualties 
of this brigade in the battle of Malvern Hill, Tuesday, July 1st, 
1^62 : 

As directed by him, the brigade was reported to Major General 
Magruder, who ordered that it should take" position immediately in 
rear ef Brigadier General Wright's brigade, already in position, for 
the purpose of a combined charge upon the line of the enemy's bat- 
teries, which he had arranged to make by simultaneous movement 
from our front and flanks. The brigade, although prompt in moving 
to the position assigned it, and in doing which was exposed to the 
fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, adroitly posted behind wheat shocks 
in the valley on our right, had not yet gotten into place when the or* 
der came from General Magruder, who, I presume, supposed all was 
ready with us, that the charge assigned to our forces, (General 
Wright's brigade and my own,) should be made. It was now about 
five, P. M. The order was re? ponded to with spirit and alacrity by 
our troops, but with less order and .effect than was desirable, and 
would otherwise have been secured, owing to the circumstances which* 
I have adverted to. Our troops, however,* went forward with an 
earnest, over a succession of steep hills and ravines, until coming up 
within a few hundred yards of the enemy's left batteries, where they 
encountered his advance troops, in large force, strongly positioned 
behind the crest of hills, under cover of his guns. At this time, 
there were no other troops engaging the enemy in our view, or in 
supporting connection, and here, for aboift two hours, the fire. and 
fury of battle raged with great obstinacy and destruction on both 
sides. Our, men finally succeeded in driving the enemy from the 
heights occupied in our front, and immediately under his guns, and 
upon his reserves at that point, and occupying the position 'from 
which he had resisted our advance wi:h such obstinacy and deadly 
effect. It was now near night, when it was discovered that the en- 
emy had advanced from his right across the field, and had enfiladed 
our position. Our men were then suffering severely from his fire in 
this direction, when, opportunely for our protection, and, perhaps, res- 
cue* from utter destruction, our troops came upon him from the 
right of the line, disconcerting this plan of his, and driving him 
back, with great slaughter, upon his line of artillery and reserves. 
In the meantime, the portion of our command which had driven tho 
enemy from our front and occupied his tpcsjtion, pressed on until 
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more intimately engaged,- many of them falling side by side with his 
men, and near his batteries. Utter darkness now covered the scene, 
and the tragedy, closed, leaving General Wright and myself, with the 
remnants of our shattered brigades, in possession of the ground, 
which they had, at a heavy sacrifice of kindred blood, but with spirit 
and gallantry, won. General Wright and myself, conjointly as equals, 
and not as his senior, arranged and positioned for the night alf the 
Various troops which were now within the reach of our authority — 
first establishing our picked line, and then giving such attention to 
the wants of the wounded around us as v our capacity and resources 
would admit. These more exigent dispositions completed, General 
Wright and myself made a reconnaissance of the enemy's operation?, 
when it was readily discovered ihat he was rapidly, though in evident 
good order, 'abandoning his line3, which information was promptly 
communicated to General Magruder. At an early hour next morn- 
ing, a large body of. the enemy's cavalry made their appearance on 
the line which he had occupied with his artillery at fi.rst, and for a 
while indicating, by their movements, the purpose of a descent upon 
<>ur ambulance corps and details then employed on the field ; the one 
in their legitimate duties, and the other in collecting scattered arras 
and accoutrements. The small body of troops now remaining upon 
the field, and under my command, were of my own brigade exclu- 
sive, and, with but few exceptions, of the twelfth Virginia, the exer- 
tions and gallantry of whose Colonel, D. A. Weisiger, in con- 
ducting the operations of his regiment, merit high commendation. 
With these, I continued to hold the ground which we had occupied 
during the night, ^mainly with the view of protecting our details from 
any onslaught by the enemy's cavalry, employing details from my 
own limited force to care for the wounded, and to gather up the scat- 
tered arms and accoutrements in my immediate vicinity. This work 
completed, and the enemy's cavalry having withdrawn, and other 
bodies of our own troops having come upon the field, I withdrew my 
small band, which was now much in need of rest and food. It would 
be' unjust, perhaps, to particularize any acts of personal gallantry, 
as my own inability \o overlook the conduct of all might.lead to in- 
justice to some equally distinguished for deeds of heroism. The ban- 
ners, however, of the regiments of this brigade, which, were engaged 
in the fight, the sixth, sixteenth, twelfth, and forty-first Virginia reg- 
iments, bear evidence of the severity of the fire under which they 
were pressed upon the enemy's lines. Unfortunately, that of the six:-* 
teenth, which was borne forward with conspicuous gallantry by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Ham, commanding, and returned to me completely 
riddled, and its staff shattered to pieces, was taken by some unworthy 
hand during the night we remained upon the field. Lieutenant Col- 
onel Parham, of the forty-first, the only field officer with the regi- 
ment, w f as unfortunately seriously wounded while baldly leading his 
regiment into action, and ojl this account, thi3 regiment participated 
to a less extent in the fight, though it suffered quite as much, owing 
to'its exposed po3ition while engaged. The brigade carried into this 
battle ninety-three commissioned officers and eleven hundred and 
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thirty-three non-commissioned officers and privates, and lost, in killed, 
four officers and, thirty-five "men, and wounded, thirteen officers and 
one hundred and fifty-one men; missing, one hundred and twenty 
men. • 

All of which, Colonel, is respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM MAHONE, 

Brigadier General, 




REPORT OF GENERAL ARMISTEAD. 



Headquarters Fourth Brigade, Huger's Division, > 

July 14, 1862. \ 

Colonel S. S; Anderson, 

A. A. General, Huger's Division : 

Colonel : In obedience to orders, dated headquarters department 
•Northern Virginia, July 10th, 1862, I have the honor to submit the 
following report : 

June 26th, 1862, the fourth brigade, Huger's division, was posted 
about five miles from Richmond, between the Richmond and York 
River railroad and the Williamsburg road. The brigade occupied 
rifle-pits in the margin of the *woods, from the railroad to the Wil- 
liamsburg road, in front of an opfcn field, extending along the line 
three-quarters of a mile wide, to another belt of woods. The ninth 
and fifty-third regiments, and fifth#battalion were thrown out as pickets 
in the woods, in front of the field w T ith the third Georgia, of 
General Wright's brigade, as a reserve, engaged the enemy at ten 
o'clock, A. M. Enemy in force. The fourteenth and thirty-eighth sent 
in to support the line, which was maintained. Later, the fourteenth 
and thirty-eighth were ordered to occupy the advanced line with the 
ninth, fifty-third, and fifth battalion as reserve ; second Georgia in 
rifle-pits. Loss on our side one killed, (private,) one wounded, (lieu- 
tenant,) two missing.. Loss of the enemy unknown. Prisoners taken 
and sent to General Wright's headquarters, one captain, one sergeant 
and nine privates. 

June 26th, 1862.— The third Georgia, at five o'clock, R M., re- 
lieved the fourteenth and thirty-eighth Virginia. The fifth battalion, 
ninth, fourteenth* and fifty-third ordered back to rifle-pits. 

June 2?th, 1862. — The fifty-third and ninth relieved the second 
Georgia at four o'clock, P, Sf. Enemy tjied to force the line. Four- 
teenth and thirty-eighth ordered to support it. Enemy driven back. 
General Huger orders the woods to be held. Don't want to attack. 
Number of men present in the brigade for duty, eleven hundred and 
thirty eight; officers, seventy, exclusive of the third Georgia. 

June 2Sth, 1862. — At sunrise, the fourteenth Virginia was ordered 
to relieve the fifty-third, which came back, to the rifle-pits.; reported 
loss, seven wounded. The ninth and fourteenth Virginia in advance, 
thirty-eighth as reserve. Four o'clock, P. M. — Fifty seventh Vir- 
ginia ordered out as advance, all other regiments .ordered back to rifle- 
pits. 

June 29th, 1862. — The thirty-eighth Virginia ordered tQ. support 
fifty- seventh, at six o'clock, A. M. 

"During the last five days, there has been constant skirmishing 
along the line. Sections of Captain Turner's and Stribbling's artil- 
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lery companies were in position ; the former did good service, and 
delivered a very effective fire. The enemy, did not come within rang* 
of the guns of the latter, who was ordered not to fire unless the en- 
emy came into the field, or appeared on the railroad. Brigade moved 
to the Charles City road Skirmish engagement between General 
Mahone's* brigade in advance, and the enemy. Captain Grimes (ar- 
tillery company) reported to me. 

June 30th, [862. — Moved down the Charles City road; General 
Mahone in advance. Engaged the enemy with artillery/ Loss in my 
brigade, one killed and one wounded. 

July 1st, 1862.— Being on the Charles City road, between the 
creek called White Oak &wamp, and P. Willi arras' farm, I was ordered 
by Major General Iluger, commanding division, with my brigade and 
General Wright's, to pass to the right cf the Charles City road, and 
take the enemy in flank. Proceeding in this direction, by a blind 
road, for about two miles, it brought me into the Long Bridge road, 
near the point where General Longstreet had engaged the enemy the- 
day before. I reported to General Lee, commanding, and was ordered 
by him to proceed to the Quaker road, in the direction of Willis' 
church. Proceeding, in obedience to orders, for about a mile through 
the woods, around Mrs. C. Gathrigjit's farm, I met with Captain Sat- 
catt, the commanding General's aid, who informed me that the enemy 
were near this place about twelve o'clock, M. I immediately threw 
, out the necessary pickets and skirmishers in front, and took a posi- 
tion with the right of »my brigade in a ravine near the edge of 
the woods skirting Crew's farm on that side. By a reconnoissance, 
made first by Colonel Edmonds, and soon after verified by General 
Wright and myself, a sketch of which, made by Colonel Edmonds, was 
sent by me to the commanding General, I found that the enemy were 
in large force near .and around Crew's house, and that the hill in 
front of the ravine we occupied, was a good position for artillery ; it 
was asked for, and Captains Pegram'and Grimes' batteries were sent. 
The enemy's pickets were handsomely driven. in to prepare for our ar- 
tillery. They were under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Evans, fourteenth Virginia, the senior officer. 

The enemy, in the meantime, had opened fire, about one o'clock, P. 
M. The fire was a terribfe one, and the men stood it well. The 
enemy must have had thirty or forty pieces opposed to ours, of supe- 
rior calibre. No men could have behaved better than Captains Pe- 
gram and Grimes ; they worked their guns after their men were cut 
down, and only retired when they were entirely disabled. I sent for 
more artillery repeatedly. One officer reported to me, whose name I 
have, unfortunately, forgotten. But what I wanted never arrived, 
that is, more guns and heavier ones. About three o'clock, P. M., 
General Longstreet came where I was, to whom I made known my wants, 
and he promised to let me have what I required. If sent, I never saw 
or heard of them. Shortly after this, the enemy approached with a 
heavy body of skirmishers. I ordered the thirty- eighth, fourteenth 
and fifty-third Virginia regiments, of my brigade, to drive them ba&k, 
which they did, in handsome style. In their ardor, they went too far, 
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but fortunately gained some protection by a wave of the ground be- 
tween my position and that of the enemy. . I was thinking of the best 
way to withdraw them, and of the practicability of charging the ene- 
my's ' battery, but another view of the ground, and the distance, 
(three-fourths of a mile,) determined me in the opinion that it was 
folly to atten>pt it, unless there could be a simultaneous charge made 
upon tne right and left. -About this time, somewhere between four 
and five, P. M., General Magruder came to where J was, assumed 
command, and gave orders for a charge — my three regiments being 
still in advance of Generals Mahone and Wright's brigade, which 
came up immediately on my right. Following my three . regiments 
came General Cobb's brigade, and soon after, the ninth r.nd fifty-third 
Viiginia, of my brigade, and these by the fifty-seventh Virginia, same 
brigade. The enemy's fire ceased soon after dark. My brigade re- 
mained on the field % untii the next morning, and retired, by permis- 
sion, to drier ground. 

For the time I was^in command, I have to thank General Wright 
for his hearty co-operation 'and assistance. He exposes himself un- 
necessarily. The country cannot afford to hose him. To Colonel 
Edmonds and Major Cabell, of the thirty- eighth Virginia, and to 
Colonel Hodges and Lieutenant Colonel Evans, of the fourteenth 
Virginia, my thanks are duo. (^thcrs may equally merit them, I do 
not doubt it; but it is impossible for any one man to see everything 
on a battle-field. L am extremely pleased with tiie conduct ot my 
brigade on the 1st instant, although there were some few who did not 
behave well. • 

My staff officers, Captain J. W. Pegram, assistant adjutant general ; 
Lieutenant J. *D. Darden, aid-de-camp ; Lieutenant W. L. Randolph, 
ordnance officer, and my volunteer aids, Lieutenant John Dunlop and 
the Rev.- J. C. Joyner, cfiaphn ofthe fifty-seventh Virginia, dsd all 
that men could do, and did it well. Lieutenant Dunlop was especially 
much exposed in carrying orders. Lieutenant R. T. Daniel Jr , adju- 
tant of the fifth regiment, reported to me on the 2?th ultimo, as vol- 
unteer aid He rendered valuable service in a bold reconnoissance, 
and for his subsequent gallant conduct 1 have tn refer you to the re- 
port of Major Cabell, thirty-eighth Virginia. And for the meritorious 
conduct of many others, I respectfully refer to the respective reports 
of the subordinate commanders. I would also mention the good con- 
duct of.oneof my clerks, private A. T. Darden, of Upshur's Randolph 
dragoons. He was witn me all the time. 

My brigade remained in camp until the 3d instant, about ten 
or eleven o'clock, A. M. 1 was then ordered to report -to General 
Longstreet, near Temperance Hall, about three miles from Shirley's, 
nearly opposite the mouth of the Appomattox. On the road, 1 re- 
ceived an order from General Longstree|| to report to General A. P. 
Hill, Abich I di<J that evening, the 3d, and remained subject to his 
orders until the 11th instant, when I rejoined my division, at this 
place. 

I have the honor to enclose the reports of subordinate commanders, 
of the parts taken by them in the engagements of July 1st, and copies 
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of reports of skirmishes on the 25th and 27th ultimo, (originals previ- 
ously forwarded,) with list of casualties. All of which is respectfully 
submitted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' L. Jl. ARMISTEAD, 

Brigadier General, 



GENERAL WRIGHT'S REPORT OF BATTLE OF KING'S 

SCHOOL-HOUSE. 



Headquarters Third Brigade, Huger's Division, ) 
Camp in Advance on Williamsburg' Road, > 
July 8th, 1862. ) 

Lieutenant Colonel S. S. Anderson, 

A. A. General, Huger's Division : 

Colonel : I beg leave herewith to enclose to you a report of the 
action of my brigade in the battle of "King's School-House," on the 
25th ultimo, which was the beginning of 'the great battles of Rich- 
mond : 

About daylight, op. the morning of Wednesday, the 25th of June, 
the enemy advanced*a considerable force upon our pickets, on the 
right of the Williamsburg road, and # after a sharp fire, succeeded in 
driving them back to the skirt of woods immediately in front of and 
about half a mile distant from our lines. The fourth Georgia regi- 
ment, Colonel George Doles, was on picket duty on the right of the 
road, and his regiment, numbering less than four hundred men, occu- 
pied a line of twelve hundred yards. He had instructions to give, 
me immediate information in case the enemy made any demonstration 
against him, and, failing to receive any communication from Colonel 
Doles, I was not apprised of the success of the enemy in driving 
back our pickets until I saw them coming out of the woods. In jus- 
tice to Colonel Doles, it is proper to state that, as soon as he dis- 
covered the intention of the enemy, he despatched a mounted courier 
to give me the proper notice. The courier took to his heels, failed 
to bring me the report, and has not been heard of since. As soon 
as I was apprised of the condition of affairs, I ordered out the first 
Louisiana and first Georgia^ regiments, and, with them, immediate^ 
proceeded to the scene of action: The first Louisiana regiment, 
Lieutenant Colonel Shivers commanding, was ordered to advance 
upon the right of the Williamsburg road, its left resting upon the 
road, and the* twenty-second Georgia regiment, Colonel R. K. Jones, 
was ordered into position on the right of the first Louisiana. Theso 
dispositions being made, the order was given to charge upon the en- 
emy, then about emerging from the woods, and 'drive him back to 
their entrenched works. The order was obeyed with alacrity, the 
troops springing forward with loud cheers and advancing through a 
terrific fire of musketry, routed the enemy and drove him before them 
for more than a quarter of a mile. Here their further advance lay 
over an open field, behind which, under cover of heavy forest timber 
and dense underbrush, the retreating foe had taken* shelter. With a 
gallantry and impetuosity which has rarely been equalled, and cer- 
tainly never excelled, since the war began, these brave and daring 
Louisianians and Georgians charged through this open field and 
actually drove from their cover the whole brigade, supposed to bo 
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Sickles'. Oar los3 in the charge was heavy, including Lieutenant 
Colonel Shivers, who was wounded in the arm. The enemy being 
reinforced by the addition of Barry's brigade, our force was^coin- 
pelled to retire* for a short distance, whicn was accomplished in good 
order. During this time a strong ,force*o£ the enemy, afterwards 
ascertained to be Meagher's brigade, was pressed forward on the left 
and near the Williamsburg road, and, moving rapidly up, soon drove 
our pickets from our lines. At this important juncture, Colonel Rut- 
lelge's North Carolina regiment came up to our assistance, having 
been ordered up by Brigadier General Ransom in compliance with 
my request for support. Colonel Rutledge was ordered to move 
down on the left of the road, supported by the third Georgia regi r 
ment, Major J. R. Sturges, commanding, engage the enemy, and, if 
possible, drive him out of the woods. Thia movement was executed 
in handsome style, and with complete ' success. The enemy having 
now been driven on both sides of the road to the position which they 
occupied when the fight commenced, except f)r a few rods in our 
centre and our extreme right, where their im'mense force had suc- 
ceeded jn maintaining the advantage won from us jn the morning, a 
strong effort was made to dislodge us on the immediate right and left 
of the road and a battery of heavy guns, strongly supported by in- 
fantry was moved down the road to* within a short distance of our 
lines. This movement was unobserved, owing to the dense'woods on 
both sides of the road ; the road itself, at this point, turning sud- 
denly to the right, secured them an unobserved advance, and tho 
movement was not detected until they opened upon our thinned ra'nks 
a murderous fire of shell, grape and canister. On the immediate 
right of the road, the first Louisi.-ma and twenty- second Georgia w6re 
s tij 1 posted, supported by Colonels Clark and Raroseur's regiments 
of North Carolina troops, orderel up by General Ransom and bravely 
maintained their position. On the left of the road the enemy made 
a vigorous attack, and, under cover of their battery, a heavy force of 
Mfantry was advanced upon Colonel RuXledge's command, who re- 
ceived their fire with great coolness and obstinately disputed their 
further approach. As soon as the enemy's battery opened upon us, 
I ordered Captain Frank Huger, with a section of his battery, to ad- 
vance upon the left of the road and, under cover of a rftmit of woods 
to bring his guns into action at a point about eight hundred yards 
distant from the enemy's battery. This movement was executed with 
great celerity, and suddenly unmasking his guns from behjhd tho 
point of woods, Captain Huger opened a well directed fire upon the 
enemy's battery, which in a very few minutes disabled their guns 
and drove them from the field. Captain Huger advanced his battery, 
upon the retreat of the enemy, to within a few rods of the position 
recently occupied by the enemy's guns and poured a heavy fire upon 
their infantry, then concealed in the thick woods on the other side of 
the road. Colonel Rutledge, with his own and Major Sturges' third 
Georgia regiment, had not only maintained his position on the left of 
the road, but had, with these two small regiments, actually advanced 
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upon and driven the enemy, at least three thousand strong, back to 
the line of their abattis, in the rear of Schurm's burnt house. 

On our extreme right the enemy still maintained their position in 
the heavy woods about four hundred yards in advance of King's 
School-House, and not more than one thousand yards in advance of 
our line of rifle-pits. Colonel Doles' fourth Georgia regiment, sup- 
ported by Colonel Hill's North Carolina regiment, was ordered to ad- 
vance, engage the enemy, and if possible, dislodge him from his 
advanced position in the woods, and drive him back beyond the lines 
occupied by our pickets in the morning. This order was promptly 
obeyed by Colonel Doles who, with his small command, now worn out 
and completely exhausted by the fatigue and want of rest the nigKt 
l^efore, and the constant fight during the whole day, rushed forward 
and soon found themselves confronted by Sickles' brigade strongly 
posted in a. thick growth of pines. The fire here for twenty minutes 
was furious and terrific beyond anything I had ever witnessed, but 
the gallant fourth pressed on amid a deadly fire, and soon the foe be- 
gan to fall back. Seizing the opportune moment, a charge was 
ordered and our men rushed forward, and, at the point of the bayonet, 
drove the enemy in great disorder and confusion through the woods to 
King's School house, where they were temporarily rallied for a few 
minutes, but another deadly volley from the fourth Georgia, followed 
by a dashing charge, and the enemy fled from their position, leaving 
us masters of the field and in possession of a great number of prisoners, 
besides most of their killed- and a few of their wounded.* 

While this last movement was progressing, 1 had ordered the first 
Louisiana regiment, now commanded by Captain Nolan, Lieutenant 
Colonel Shivers having been disabled by a wound in the right arm, re • 
ceived in the ratorning while charging across the field* before alluded 
to, and the twenty-second Georgia, supported by Colonels Clark and 
Ransom's North Carolina troops to advance and regain the centre of 
our picket line, from which we had been forced to retire by an over- 
whelming force concentrated against us there about the middle of the 
'day. These regiments, now sadly thinned by their severe losses of 
the morning, again moved up in good .order, and, after a feeble resist- 
ance by the enemy, again took possession of our old picket lines. 
The day had now closed, and the fight ceased, leading us masters of 
the battle fiel(f and in the identical position our pickets occupied when 
the enemy made the first attack in the morning ' 

Our troops, during the whole day's fight acted with great coolness 
and courage, and in the morning when we were compelled, more than 
once, to fall back, the movement was always conducted in good order 
and without the slightest confusion. 

The operations of the enemy were conducted by General McClellan 
in person, and the troops engage! embraced all of Kearney's division 
and a part of Hooker's, numbering in all not less than eight or ten 
thousand. To oppose this heavy force I had my own brigade (number- 
ing about two thousand men) and two regiments, Colonels Rutledgo 
and Hill's, of General Ransom's brigade, about one thousand .men, 
making my whole force engaged not more than three thousand men. 

25 * 



The object of the enemy was to drive U3 back from our picket 
line, occupy it himself, and thereby enable him to advance his works 
several hundred yards nearer our lines. In -this he completely failed, 
and although General McClellan at night telegraphed over his own 
signature, to the war office in Washington, that he had accomplished 
liic object; had "driven me back for more than a mile; had silenced 
my batteries, and occupied our camps, there is not one word of truth 
in the ivkole statement. • When the light ceased at dark I occcupied the 
very line my pickets had been driven from in the morning, and which- 
I continued t6" hold until the total rout of the Federal army on the 
&9th ultimo. 

,. 'In this severe and long-contested battle, all our troops behaved well 
without exception. But without disparaging the merit of others, \ 
beg leave to bring to your notice the gallant conduct 6f the first Lou- 
isiana regiment in their charge across the field early in the morning, 
and the very creditable manner in which Colonel Rutledge met and 
if pulsed a whole brigade with his own and Sturgis' third Georgia 
regiment. The conduct of Colonel Doles, fourth Georgia regiment, 
challenges our warmest admiration and thanks for the gallant manner 
in which it rallied, late in the evening, and drove from their stronghold 
the famous "Excelsior brigade.". 1 beg leave to suggest that, in jus- 
tice to these two regiments, the first Louisiana and the fourth Geor- 
gia, an order be issued authorizing them to inscribe upon their 
banners, "King's School-House." I was greatly assisted throughout 
the entire day's fight by my assistant adjutant general, Captain J. 
B. Girardy, whose coolness, courage and daring intrepidity, through- 
out the hottest of the fight, entitles him to receive the highest com- 
mendations of the department. I regret to add that my volunteer 
aid, Captain Charles L. Whitehead, was taken prisoner late in the 
evening while taking an order from me to Colonel Doles, of the fourth 
Georgia regiment. The conduct of this young officer after he came 
upon the field in the afternoon was, in an eminent degree, brave, 
chivalric and daring. 

Our total loss in the whole day's fight amounted to tjhirty-nine 
killed, two hundred and twenty wounded, and eleven missing. This 
does not include the loss in Rutledge's and Hill's regiments, which 
was slight — no report being made to me by them. The enemy's loss 
was very severe, amounting to at least twelve hundred men. 

On the morning after the fight, a flag of truce was sent by one Col. 
Brown, of the twentieth Indiana regiment, asking permission to re- 
lieve his wounded and bury Tiis dead. I had already ordered a detail 
to do this, and, as f did not recognize him as the proper party tc-send a 
flag, the whole matter was referred to Major General Huger for proper 
action. 

I herewith send you a detailed list of the killed, wounded and miss- 
ing of each regiment of this brigade. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

• Your obedient servant, 

A. R. WRIGHT, 
m , Brigadier General commanding brigade. * 
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On the above was the following endorsement : 

General JYright's brigade was in the centre near the Williamsburg 
road, General Mahone's brigade on his right, and General Armistcad 
on his left, (Jeneral Ransom's brigade being in support. All were 
more or less engaged in this action, as shown by their reports. All 
rendered valuable assistance in securing the result. ^The attack of 
the fourtt Georgia and forty-eighth North Carolina on the right, in 
the evening, was greatly assisted, and the enemy driven back/ by thjg 
position and action of the forty- ninth Virginia regiment, General 
Mahone's brigade. 

A. R. WRIGHT, 
t Brigadier Generals 

July 19, 1862, 
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GENERAL WRIGHT'S REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF HIS 
BRIGADE FROM JUNE 26 TO JULY-2, INCLUSIVE. 

Headquarters Third Brigade, IIuger's Division, 7 
* ' ■ July 12, 1862. J 

Lieutetfant Colonel S. S. Anderson, 

Assistant Adjutant General, lingers Division ; 

1 Colonel: I herewith enclose a report of the operations of my 
brigade from the morning of the 26th of June to the morning of the 
2d' of July, inclusive, in obedience to circular from headquarter^ 
Department Northern Virginia, July 10, 1862: 

After the fight had ceased, on Wednesday night, June 25th*, Colo- 
nef Vance's North Carolina regiment, of Ransom's brigade, was 
placed on picket duty on the right of the Williamsburg road, and my 
own brigade retired to the rifle-pits for rest and refreshment, General 
Arinistead having picketed the left of the road. 

On Thursday morning* 26th of June, I ascertained that Colonel 
Vance's regiment had, during the night, fallen back from our ad- 
vanced picket line,<ind that the enemy had again occupied it. I or- 
dered Colonel Jones' twenty-second Georgia regiment, (of my brig- 
ade,) to advance to the support of Colonel Vance, and retake our 
Original picket line. This was accomplished without serious loss on 
our side. Upon regaining our line, we discovered that the enemy 
had already begun aline of rifle-pits through the woods, and had 
considerably advanced their works, when we forced them to retire, 
leaving a large number of axes, spades, shovels and picks, and quite 
a number of small arms, all of which fell into our possession. We 
also captured a few piisoncrs. 

During the night following, and the succeeding two days, Friday 
and Saturday, the 27th and 28th, a continuous attack was kept up 
by the enemy on our picktp, which, from its continuation nnd vio- 
lence, greatly fatigued and worried my already small command. Our 
actual loss during this time was very light. On Saturday night, the 
28th, Colonel George Doles, fourth Georgia regiment, was ordered 
on picket duty on the right of the Williamsburg n$ad, (General 
Armistead still picketing on the left,) with instructions to keep a 
close watch upon the enemy ; to throw scouts and flankers out in ad- 
vance of his picket line; push them up to the enemy's works, and 
give me immediate notice of any movement on the part of the en- 
emy, who, it was thonght, would either attack us or fall buck from 
their entrenchments early on the succeeding morning, (Sunday.) 

I received no report from Colonel Doles until about sunrise on 
Sund ry morning, when he sent me word nothing unusual had oc- 
curred during the -night, and that he was still occupying our old 
picket lines. I immediately sent Captain Girardy, my assistant ad- 
jutant general, to order Colonel Doles to advance his scouts quickly 
up to the abattis in front of the enemy's redoubts, and observe their 
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action and their movements. I was still confident, from the results 
of the fight the two days previous, that the enemy would be forded to 
make soma important movement this morning, arid I directed Captain 
Girardy to accompany Colonel Doles' advance and ascertain what the 
enemy were .about. At about eight o'clock, A. M., Captain Girardy 
returned with information that the enemy had retired from their en- 
trenchments, and that their main body had got entirely off, leaving 
only their rear guard and a few stragglers. I immediately put my 
brigade in motion, and pushed forward into the enemy's ' deserted 
works, intending to fall upon his rear and give him battle. After 
reaching the enemy's works, I found Major General B. Huger on the 
field, and reported to him for instructions and orders. I was directed 
to return to our camp v (about one ajid a half miles,) let the men get 
breakfast and then moy^e across to the Charles City road ; go down 
that road, cautiously feeling for the flying foe. Soon after getting in 
line, preparatory to moving across to the Charles City road, I received 
orders from General Huger to proceed immediately down to the Wil- 
liamsburg road to the enemy's entrenched camp again, as they were 
reported to be still in the rear of their advanced works in considera- 
ble force. This order 1 instantly obeyed, and again reported to Gen- 
eral Huger, in the enemy's entrenched camp. After a very inconsid- 
erable delay here, I was again ordered to move back with my command, 
and crossing over to the Charles City road, to proceed down the road 
until I should fall upon the enemy. 1 commenced this movement, 
and had proceeded about two miles, when I received another order 
from General Huger to return quickly to the entrenched camp of the 
enemy, as General Magruder had informed him that the enemy, in 
great force, was about to advance upon him, (General Magruder.) I 
immediately retraced my steps, and, taking a by-path, soon the head 
of my column marched into the deserted entrenchments. Here I re- 
ceived orders to wait for further instructions. About two o ? clock, P, 
M., I received orders to again take up my march to the Charles City 
road, which I instantly obeyed, and, putting my command in motion, 
moved across White Oak Swamp and fell into the Charles City road 
two miles above White's Tavern, and, thence proceeded down that 
•road to a point just below the tavern, when, coming upon the rear 
of General Ransom's brigade, (Huger's division,) at a halt, I also 
halted, and 'sent to General Huger for instructions. It was now 
quite dark, and I was instructed to throw out skirmishers and pickets 
to the left of the Charles City road, until I reached what was called 
the New road, and then down that road as far as might be necessary. 
That night, 29th June, I received orders to move my brigade at day- 
light next morning across to the New road, about one and a half 
miles to the north of the Charles City road, and running parallel to 
it, and follow down that road towards White Oak Bridge, feeling cau- 
tiously for the enemy there, supposed to be on some of the numerous 
islands or farms in White Oak Swamp. Colonel Ross' battery, of 
Lieutenant Colonel Cutt's artillery,, had been, the day before, attached 
to my brigade, and, leaving this on the Charles City road, tvith instruc- 
tions to follow as soon as I should need them, at early dawn on the 
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morning of the 30th of June, I moved my brigade across the woods 
and fields, until I fell into the New road, near Hobson's house, here 
I learned that the enemy, in considerable force, under General Kear- 
ney, late the evening before, had passed down the Wad towards the 
north fork of White Oak Swamp. * 

I passed on, and at eight o'clock my line of skirmishers had reached 
the crossing 'on the north fork of White Oak Swamp, where we en- 
countered the enemy's pickets, posted a short distance in advance of 
the crossing. The passage over the swamp here was over a log bridge, 
the approach to which was thoroughly destroyed by felling of trees ; 
the bridge itself being torn up and thrown in masses across the road. 
I ordered my line of skirmishers to advance, and drive in the enemy's 
pickets, while Lieutenant Luckie^of the third Georgia regiment, was 
ordered to move up -the swamp, and find a pathway, which; my guide 
informed me, was a half a mile distant, cross over, if possible, and 
reconnoitre ihe enemy's position, and give me a speedy report of his 
observation. I also ordered Colonel Doles, whose regiment (the 
fourth Georgia) was in advance, to send down a strong party below 
the road, and attempt a crossing, which I learned from the guide was 
practicable, about three-fourths of a mile below the fridge. In the 
meantime, I had advanced my line of skirmishers up to the margin of 
the swamp, (here about half a mile ^'ide,) driving the enemy's pick- 
ets before us. In this advance we captured two of the enemy's 
pickets, who informed me that the main body of the enemy had left 
their camp on the opposite side of the swamp, near the fork, and were 
In rapid retreat towards White Oak Bridge, (across the main swamp,) 
then about six mile3 distant. Lieutenant Luckie having returned, 
and the' result of his recorinoissance confirming the prisoners' state- 
ments, I ordered the column forward, and driving the pickets and 
rear guard of the enemy before. us, we rushed across the broken 
bridge, and ascending a hill cn the opposite side, found ourselves in 
the deserted camp of the enemy. Here we captured several prisoners 
and a large quantity of small arms, tents and camp equipage, com- 
mississary and quartermaster's stores, which, in their haste, the enemy 
had failed to destroy. We also captured a large number of entrench- 
ing tools, and a very considerable- quantity of medical stores. Leav- 
ing a small guard here to take charge of the prisoners, and to 'protect 
tho public property in the camp, 1 passed on, and for 'three hours 
my march lay through a'succcssiou of the enemy's camps, in all of 
which immense quantities of small arms were found, with considerable 
amounts of commissary and quartermaster's stores. All along the 
route of the fljing foe was strewed with guns, knapsacks, cartridge- 
boxes, clothing and ammunition. Moving forward rapidly, I cap- 
tured quite a large number of prisoners ; but owing to some misunder- 
standing of orders, they were moved off to Richmond in the evening, 
without proper lists having been retained, under command of Lieu- 
tenant Lumpkin, of company M, same regiment. I am, consequently, 
m unable to give you the exact number. At half-past two o'clock, P. M., 
I reached Wnite Oak Bridge, where I met General Jackson, who, with 
his Command, had just arrived. I reported to him for orders, ancl he 
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directed ine to move along up the swamp, and, if possible, effect % 
crossing — the enemy being in large force, and obstinately disputing 
the passage over JThite Oak Bridge. *In obedience to these instruc- 
tions, I reJracQd my steps For about one mile, when, through the 
assistance 0/ iny guide, I discovered a crossing over tl\e swamp, which 
had evidently been used by a portion of the enemy's forces.- I threw 
forward Captain Gr„een's company, (C.) of the third Georgia regiment., 
and Captain Armlstead's company, (C,) of the first Louisiana regi- 
ment, as skirmishers, on, the right and left of the woods respectively, 
and mo\ r ed my column on. Accompanying my line of skirmishers, I 
soon discovered the enemy had destroyed the bridge, and had com- 
pletely blockaded the road through the swamp by felling trees in and 
across it. Pushing the skirmishers through the creek and over the 
net-woik of fallen timber, I soon discovered the pickets of the enemy, 
posted in the margin of the swamp, and* protected by a rail fence and 
ditch in front.. My line of skirmishers dteadily* acfvauce, and, driving 
the enemy's pickets from their position, took possession of it. From 
this point I. was enabled to make a good reconnoissance of theenemy'a 
position and force. I ascertained that the road debouched from the 
swamp into an ^p en ' field meadow, commanded by a line of hills, all 
in cultivation, and free from timber. Upon this range of hills .the 
enemy had posted heavy^atteries of field artillery, strongly supported 
by infantry, which swept across the meadow by a direct and cross 
fire, and which could be used with terrific effect upon my column 
while struggling through the fallen timber in the road through the 
awamp. Two prisoners, whom we captured "here on picket, confirmed 
by their statements my own observations of the eaemy's fortified 
position, and, having no artillery with me to support my infantry 
while crossing, I .determined to withdra-w from this point, and seek a 
crossing higher up. the swamp. Skirting along the northern margin 
of the swamp about three miles, I discovered a cow trail, which led 
across not far from, and in rear of, Fisher's • house, on the Charles 
City road. Tnis trail I took, and at dark halted my brigade for the 
night, on the Charles City road, near to Fisher's house. * 
Having reported to General Huger in person, I received order3 
from him that night, instructing me to move, early in the morning, 
dovm the Charles City road, supporting General Armistead's brigade, 
whicji would move down in advance of me. This order was counter- 
manded next morning, (Tuesday, July 1st.) and I was instructed to 
follow General Armistead's brigade, which was directed to move 
across from the Charles City road, in the direction of James river, 
skirting along the west side of the Quaker road, and closely watching 
the right of that road. After marching about two and a half or three 
miles, I halted my brigade, having found General Armistead'3 brigade 
► halted upon the intersection of the road we were moving along with the 
Long Bridge road. Here I remained nearly an hour, waiting for the 
command in front of me to move forward. Between eight and nine 
o'clock, A. M., I again moved forward, and, following General Arm. 
istead's brigade, I crossed the Long Bridge road near to the battle- 
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field of the day before, (Monday, 30th of June,) and passed in over a 
blind road, in the direction of Malvern Hill. 

, After moving* about one and a half miles, I was again halted by 
Ending General Armistead's brigade had stopped on a skirt of wood 
about one mile, in front of Dr. Metterst's now fCrew's) house. Mov- 
ing along General Armistead's line, I proceeded, and found the Gen- 
, cral in a deep ravine, about one hundred yards from, and running 
parallel to, Crew's field fence. Here I ascertained that the enemy in 
vel-y large force was occupying the crest of the hills on Crew's farm, 
immediately in front of his farm-yard, and had pickets and fcharp- 
fthootcrs advanced near the edge of the woods in which we then lay. 
No definite idea could be obtained from our scouts, of the number or 
position of the enemy, and I suggested to General Armistead that we 
go forward to the edge of the field, and under protection of a strong 
force of skirmishers, ascend a high knoll or hill, which abruptly 
sprang from the meadow below, and on our right, from the summit 
of which we would be able to observe the enemy's movements. 
Having reached this position, we were enabled to ge.t a very complete 
view of McClellan's army. Immediately in our froj^t, and extending 
one mile, stretched a field, at the further extremity of which, was. sit- 
uated the dwelling and farm buildings of Mr. Crew, (formerly Dr. 
Metterst's ) In front, and to our left, the^and rose gently from the 
woods up to the farm-yard, where it became high and rolling. Upon 
the right, the field was broken by a scries of ridges and valleys which 
ran out at right angles to a line drawn fjom our position to that of 
the enemy, and all of which terminated upon our extreme right to a 
precipitous bluff, which dropped suddenly down upon a low, flat mea- 
dow, covered with wheat, and intersected with a number of ditches, 
which ran from the bluff across the meadow to a swamp or dense 
wood, about five hundred yards further to our rrght. This.low,- flat 
meadow stretched up to and swinging around Crew's house, extended 
as far as Turkey Bend; on James river. # 

The enemy had drawn up his artillery (as far as could be ascer- 
tained, about fifty pieces,) in a crescent-shaped line, the convex line 
being next to our position, with its right (on our left) resting upon a- 
road which passed three hundred yards to the left of Crew's house, to 
Malvern Hill; the left of their advanced line of batteries resting 
upon the high bluff which overlooked the meadow to the right (our 
right,) and rear of Crew's house. Their infantry a little in rear of 
the artillery, and protected by the crest of tbe ridge upon whiclrtho 
batteries were placed, extended from the woods on our left, along the 
crest of the hills, and through a lane in the meadow on our right to 
the dense woods there. In rear of this, and beyond a narrow ravine, 
the sides of which were covered with timber, and which ran parallel 
to their line of battle, and but a few yards in the rear of Crew's* 
house, was another line of infantry, Hs right resting upon a heavy, 
dense wood, which covered the Malvern Hill farm on. the east. The 
left of this line rested upon the precipitous bluff which overhung the 
low meadow on the west of the farm. At this point, the high bluff 
Stretched out to the west for two hundred yards, in a long ridge or 
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ledge, nearly separating the meadow from the low lands of the river, 
upon the extreme western terminus of which was planted a battery of 
heavy guns. This latter battery commanded the whole meadow in 
front of it, and, by a direct fire, was able to dispute the manoeuvring 
of troops over any portion of the meadow. Just behind the ravine 
which ran in rear of Crew's house, and under cover of the timber, 
^as planted a heavy battery, in a small redoubt, whose fire swept 
across the meadow. These two batteries completely controlled the 
meadow, from one extremity of it to another,. and effectually pre- 
vented the movement of troops upon it in large masses. .The avhole 
number of these several batteries could not have fallen far short . of 
one hundred. The infantry of the enemy I estimated at least twenty- 
five 6r,thirty thousand, from what I saw. Large numbers, as I as- * 
curtained afterwards, were posted in the woods on our extreme right 
and left, and the line of ditches across the meadow ufere lined with 
sharpshooters. * 

Having no artillery with us, it was deemed prudent to keep our 
little force, amounting to not more, than twenty-five hundred men in 
both brigades, concealed in the deep ravine in front of Crew's field, 
and send to the rear for guns. General Armistead being the senior offi- 
cer present, directed me to bring up Grimes' battery and place it in 
position on x the c^pst of the ridge in front of our position. Grimes' 
battery was ordered up ,* but, the distance being so great, only two 
pieces of his battery (rifles) were put in battery. As soon as Grimes' 
battery opened, the enemy began a fierce cannonading ulong .their 
whole line, concentrating their fire upon Grimes' two pieces. Re- 
turning down the hill, after conducting Grimes to his position, I met 
General Armistead's and .my own birgade advancing, (Armistead's 
same twenty or thirty paces in front of my own,) in a run, up the 
hill, and towards the open field, in' the far edge of w r hich the enemy 
w r as posted. Having received no order for this advance of my brig- 
ade, and being convinced the movement was not a judicious one, I 
ordered my brigade to halt just before emerging from the woods, and 
fall upon the ground, as the enemy's shells were falling in 'a pitiless 
storm all around us. Just as I got my men quiet, I was officially no- 
tified that General Armistead had ordered the advance, and I moved 
my brigade on. Emerging from the woods, w r e passed into the open 
field, set w T ith clover, at this point ; and, continuing the ascent some 
fifty or sixty yards, we reached the summit of* the hill, where we 
found the fire from the enemy's guns so well directed and incessant, 
that I deemed it prudent to halt and make my men lie down in the 
high clover. Meanwhile Grimes' guns had been silenced by the loss 
of horses and men, and he was forced to retire, leaving one of his 
pieces. I immediately ordered my brigade to fall bacfc and seek cover 
under the woods in the ravine, and reported to Genefal Armistead 
what I had done. In this ill-timed advance, my loss was very severe. 
Part of my brigade, the fourth Georgia and the twenty-second Geor- 
gia, under Major Wasden, ani a part of the third Georgia, under 
Captain (acting Lieutenant Colonel) Nesbit, had advanced on the ex- 
treme right so far as to pass oyer the crest of the ridge, and were 
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lying in a hollow about two hundred yards in advance of the line of 
woods. These were permitted to remain, as they we^e comparatively 
secure from the effects of the enemy's shells. 

General Armistead directing,' I ordered up another battery, (Moor- 
man's, I think,) and got it in position a little under the crest of the 
hill in the clover field, and 'opened upon the enemy. The superior 
metal and number of the enemy's guns, -in addition to his strong po-" 
sition, gave him the decided advantage of us, and very soon this bat- 
# tery was forced to-retire. Meanwhile, Captain Peg ram's battery was 
ordered up, and taking position two hundred yards to the left of 
Moorman's, opened a well directed fire upon the enemy, which told, 
with fearfirl effect upon them. But this chivalric commander, by 
the retiring of Moorman's batter}", was left alone to contend with the 
whole force of the enemy's artillery. Manfully these gallant me.n 
maintained tl^e unequal conflict, untti their Revere losses disabled 
them from using but a single piece. Even with, one piece, they 
gallantly held their^ground, and continued to pour a deadly fire upon 
the enemy's line, until seeing the utter ^hopelessness of the contest, I 
ordered them to cease firing until I could get more guns in action. 
It was now three o'clock, P. M. We had becrfli.ghting since half 
past eleven, A. M., and still the enemy continued to pour volley after 
volley upon us from their whole line. Another battery was soon or- 
dered up, and again the gallant Pegram opened, with" his single gun, 
.himself assisting to work it. Still the superior number and calibre 
of the enemy's guns enabled him to pour a continuous- and galling 
fire upon our artillerists, and keep the skirt of wood-J, in which my 
men lay, wrapt in a sheet of flame and hail from their immense, shells, 
tkgain our feAV guns were silenced, and I rode from the scene con- 
vinced that, with the small force at our command, further demonstra- 
tions against the enemy in this stronghold, were utterly futile and 
highly improper. These views! urged upon General Armistead, who 
entirely concurred in opinion with ine, and ordered the firing to cease. 
I immediately reformed the -shattered fragments of my brigade, at 
least that portion of it not already in .advance, in the hollow ot the 
field. I regret to state that, in reforming, I was unable to -find the 
twenty-second Georgia 'regiment, or its commander,' Colonel R. H*. 
Jones. After a long search, and considerable delay, I discovered 
Colonel Jones approaching from the rear, where he, had been some 
mile or more without my assent, knowledge, or approval. He had 
received a slight scratch in the face from a fragnieut of shell, 
left his command, and retired to the rear. 1 ordered him to collect 
his regiment and form on the left of the first Louisiana regiment. 
This he failed to do, and in the subsequent severe fighting, which oc- 
curred thit afternoon, no portion of that regiment was engaged, ex- 
cept the suniil number who, under Major Joseph Wasden, had, in 
the first advance, got over into the hollow in the field. 

Major General Magruder came on'the field about four o'clock, and, 
assuming command, directed the future movements of my brigade. I 
was ordered by him to advance, supported by Brigadier General Ma- 
hone's brigade, upon the enemy's right, and charge upon the enemy's 
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batteries. This movement was to be simultaneous with an advance 
Upon the enemy^s left and centre. ' I immediately took my brigade 
round by a flank movement to the right, and, by filing to the left un- 
der the edge of the bluff, got jt in line in the hallow already occu- 
pied by the fourth Georgia and portions' of -the twepty-second and 
• third Georgia. Here I -formed my line, the fourth Georgia upon the 
right, the first Louisiana, #nd a few of the twenty- second Georgia, 
under Major Wasden, in the centre, and the third Georgia, on the 
left. I had lost a few men, wounded, in getting into this position,* 
and the enemy, detecting the movement, opened a furious fire upon 
•us; but rny gallant soldiers lay quietly upon their faces, ready and 
eager for the order to advance. At - a quarter before five o'clock, I 
received an order from General -Magruder, through Captain Henry 
Bryan, one of his staff, to advance immediately, and charge the en- 
emy's batteries. No other troops had yet come upon the field. I or- 
dered my men forward, and springing before them, led my brigade. ' 
less than one thousand men, against a force I knew to be superior in 
the ratio of at least twenty ^> one. Onward we pressed, warmly and 
strongly supported by General Mahone's brigade, under a murderous 
fire of shot, shell, cannister and musketry. At every step my brave 
men fell around me ; but the survivors pressed on until we had reached 
a hollow about three hundred yards from the enemy's batteries, on 
the right. Here I perceived th it a strong force of infantry had been 
sent forward on our left, by the enemy, with a view of flanking anA 
cutting us off from our support, how more than one 'thousand yards 
in our rear. I immediately threw the left of the third Georgia regi- 
ment a little back along the upper margin of the hollow, ttnd sud- 
denly changing front of this regiment, 1 poured a galling fire upon 
the enemy, which he returned with spirit, aided by a fearful direct 
and cross fire from his batteries. Here the contest raged with vary- 
ing success for more than three quarters of an hour. Finally the 
line cf the enemy was broken, and he gave way in great disorder. 
In the meantime, my front, supported by General Mahone, had been 
subjected to a heavy fire of a-rtillery and musketry, and had begun to 
waver, and, I feared, would be compelled to fall back. Just at this 
moment firing was heard far away on our left, and soon we saw our 
columns advancing upon the enemy's centre. This diverted a portion 
of the enemy's fire from us, and I succeeded in. keeping my men 
steady. 

We had now approached to within a few hundred yards of the en- 
emy's advanced batteries, and again I gave the order to charge, which 
was obeyed with promptness and alacrity. We rushed forward up 
the side of the hill, under the brow of which we had for some time 
halted, and^ dashing over the hill, reached another hollow or ravine, 
immediately in front of and, as it were,, under the enemy's guns. 
This ravine was occupied by a line of Yankee infantry,* posted there 
to protect their batteries. Upon this we rushed with such impetu- 
osity that the enemy broke in great disorder aud fled. During this 
little engagement, the enemy's batteries in front of us, and° to which 
we had approached to within a few rods, moved off around and behind. 
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the barn and stables, which stood on the si^e of the hill, and were 
again put in position upon the crest of the hill just in front of Crew's 
house. But for our encountering the infantry of the enemy in the 
ravine, we should have certainly captured this- battery; but the delay 
occasioned by»the fight there enabled themHo move off the guns to a 
safer and better position. 

The firing had now become general all along the left and centre of 
our line, and, night setting in, it was difficult to distinguish friend 
from foe. Several of my command were killed by our own friends, 
who had come up on our immediate right, and who commenced firing 
long before they came within reach of the enemy. This firing upon* 
us by our friends, together with the increasing darkness, made our 
position peculiarly hazardous; but I determined to maintain it at all 
hazards, as long as- a man should be left to fire a gun. The fire was 
terrific now, beyond anything I had ever witnessed ; indeed, the 
hideous shrieking of shells through the dusky gloom of closing night, 
the whizzing of bullets, the loud and incessant roll of artillery and 
small arms, were enough to make the st#utest heart quail. Still, my- 
shattered little command, now reduced to less tljgn three hundred, 
with about an equal number of General Mahone's brigade, held our 
position under the very muzzles of the enemy's guns, and poured 
volley after volley, with murderous precision, into their serried 
ranks. 

f Night had now thrown her black pall over the entire field, and the 
firing ceased, except from a few of the enemy's guns, which continued 
at intervals, to throw shell and grape around the circuit of the field. 
Our forces had -all retired and left us (Mahone and myself) alone, 
tvith our little band, to dispute the possession of the field with the 
insolent, but well chastised foe. Upon consultation, we determined 
to remain where we were, (now within one hundred yards of the en- 
emy's batteries,) and, if any of the foe should be left when morning 
dawned, to give him battle again. We had lost too many valuable 
lives to give up the decided advantage which we had won -from the 
enemy. Just at this time, a portion *of Colonel Ramseur's North 
Carolina regiment, having got lost upon the field, was hailed by me 
and ordered to fall in with my brigade.. A strong picket was ad- 
vanced all along our isolated position, and the weary, hungry soldiers 
threw themselves upon the earth to snatch a few hours rest. Detach- 
ments were ordered to search for water and administer to our poor 
wounded men, whose piercing cries rent the air in every direction. 
Soon the enemy were seen with lanterns, busily engaged in moving 
their killed and wounded, and friend and foe freely mingled on that 
gloomy night in administering tp the wants of wounded and dying 
comrades. 

After getting our dispositions made for the night, I wrote a note to 
General Magruder, informing him of what I had done and my present 
condition, asking that my worn out and exhausted men might be re- 
lieved. At daylight I renewed the application. Early on the 
morning of the 2d July, General Ew'ell rode upon the field, and, 
coming to the position where my men lay, I reported to him and was 
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relieved from further watching on the field, and immediately collected 
my shattered force on the Darbytown road, about a, mile and a half 
from the battle-field. • The enemy, as soon as night had set in, began 
to move, and all night long his columns were slowly moving from the 
field. When morning dawned all his vast force had left, excepting a 
squadron of cavalry and a small force of infantry. These, too, as 
soon as daylight had well opened, began their retreat down the river, 
without.pursuit. ■ 

My loss in this engagement was very severe, amounting t/> 4 fifty- 
five killed, two hundred and forty- three wounded, and sixty. four 
missing. I have no means of determining the loss of the enemy, 
though I am satisfied it was very heavy. Ail the officers and men of 
my command (except, as I have already stated, of the twenty-second 
Georgia) behaved weiL My loss of officers w # as ve:y heavy, including 
Major J. R. Sturges, commanding third Georgia regiment, who fell 
at the head of his regiment, under the very muzzles of tho enemy's 
guns. In the faU of this young officer, the regiment which he com- 
manded has su3tained an irreparable loss, and the country loses one 
of its most deserving and competent officers. 

I am again calle^upon to acknowledge the valuable services of my 
assistant adjutant geneial, Captain J. B. Girardy, during the pro- 
tracted movements of my brigade. 

Enclosed, I forward a detailed list of the casualties in my brigade. 
I have the honor to be, , 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. R. WRIGHT, 
Brigadier General, commanding Third Brigade, 

Ilugers Division . 



On the above was the following endorsement : 

Headquarters Division* July 16, 1862. 

Respectfully forwarded. I fully concur in the commendations of 
General Wright on the cqnduct of Colonel George Doles, and can, 
bear testimony to his continued attention to his duties, as well as his' 
gallantry in action. It is also proper to state that Captain Grimes 
retained to the field and removed such of his pieces as he was unable 
to take off at first on account of the loss of horses. 

BENJAMIN HUGER, 
Major General commanding. 



REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL J. E, B, STUART. 

Headquarters Qavalry Brigade, ) 
Near Richmond, Va. y July 14th, 1862.) 



Colonel R. H. Chilton, 

h * A. A. G., Headquarters Department of Virginia:- t ^ 

Colonel: In compliance with the orders of the commanding Gen- 
eral, I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of my command from the 26th of June to the 10th of Jul^, 1862, em- 
bracing the series of battles with the Federal forces before Rich- 
mond : 

The part assigned to my command is set forth in general orders 
No. 75, (confidential) of June 26th, 1862, and I beg leave to con- 
gratulate the commanding General upon the signal fulfillment by our 
army of what was planned in that order of battle, so^much so, that 
the order affords a very correct history of the battle. 

My command, on the morning of the 26th ultidfc, consisted of — 

First Virginia cavalry, Colonel Fitzhugh Lee. 

Third " . " Colonel T. F. Goode. 

Fourth *' " Captain Chamberlayne. 

Fifth " " Colonel T. L. Rosser. 

Ninth " « Colonel W. H. F. Lee. 

Tenth " ' " -Colonel J. Lucius Davis. 

Cobb Legion cavalry, ' * Colonel T. R. R- Cobb. 

Jeff. Davis Legion, Lieut. Col. W. F. Martiil. 

Stuart horsB artillery, Captain John Pelham. 

A squadron of Hampton- Legion cavalry, Capt. Scrivener, (attached 
to fifth Virginia.) 

The third Virginia cavalry was directed to observe the Charles 
City road, the fifth -Virginia and detachment of first North Carolina 
cavalry to watch the enemy's movements towards James river,' and 
notify the commander nearest 'to hand of any attempt of the enemy 
.^o move across from White Oak Swamp ta the James, and to harass 
and delay him en route, till our forces could fall upon him. The tenth 
Virginia cavalry was put in reserve on the Nine-mile read. With 
the remainder of my command, including the horse artillery*, I 
marched, late on the 25th, without baggage, equipped in light march- 
ing order, and three 'day&' rations in haversacks, and crossing Jack- 
son's line of march, after lie had encamped, so as not to interrupt 
his progress, placed myself on his left flank near Ashland. ' It is 
proper to remark here that the commanding General had, on the 
occasion of ray late expedition to the Pamunky, imparted his design 
of bringing Jackson down upon the enemy's right flank and rear, 
.and directed that I should examine* the country with reference to its 
practicability for such a move. I, therefore, had studied the features of 
the .country very thoroughly, and knew exactly how to conform my 
movements to Jackson's route. As that part of my former mission 
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was confidential, I made do mention of it in my former report, but it 
is npt, I presume, out of place .to remark- here, that the informa- 
tion obtained then and reported to him verbally, convinced, the com- 
manding General that the enemy had no defensive works with 
reference to attack from that direction, the right bank of the Tot to - 
potomy being unoccupied, that his forces were not disposed so an 
successfully to meet, such an attack, and that the natural features of 
the country were favorable to such a descent. General Jackson was 
placed in possession of all these facts. 

Having bivouacked near Ashland for the night, on the morning of 
the 26th a the Jeff. Davis legion and fourth .Virginia cavalry, having 
joined me here from an advanced position of observation on the South 
Anna*, which effectually screened Jackson's movements from the enemy, 
my command swept down upon Jackson's left, extending its obser- 
vation as far as the Pamunky river road, passing Taliaferro's mill, 
where the enemy had a strong picket, which fled at. our approach. I 
reached General Jackson's line of march at the cross-roads at Dr. 
Shelton's in advance of his column. 

From Taliaferro'sunill to this point, there was constant skirmish- 
ing between the en-emy's pickets and my advance guards Colonel Lee's 
company D, (sharpshooters,) first- Virginia cavalry, displaying the 
same courage and address which has already distinguished it on so 
many occasions, killing and wounding several of the enemy, without 
suffering any loss. . 

At Dr. Shelton's I awaited the arrival of General Jackson, sending 
a squadron in advance, (Captain Irving, first Virginia cavalry.) to 
seize and hold the bridge at the Tottopotomy. The enemy anticipat- 
ing us, had torn up the bridge and held the oppositg bank, and ob- 
structed the road, without, however, making any determined stand. 
Capt. W. W. Blackford, corps of engineers., assigned to duty with my 
command, set about repairing the bridge, ancHn half an hour, with 
the details furnished him, the bridge was ready, passing Pale Green 
church, General Jackson's march led him directlj* towards the "cross- 
ing of Beaver Dam creek, opposite Richardson's. Reaching that 
point, he bivouacked for the night, and I disposed my command on 
both his flanks and rear, with five squadrons on picket, looking well # 
towards Cold Harbor and Old Church. About sundown the enemy 
made his appearance, near Jackson's flank on the Old Church road, 
but a few rounds of shell put him to flight, and my pickets on that 
road were not disturbed during the night. The next morning, Gene- 
ral Jackson moved directly across Beaver* Dam ; I took a circuitous 
route to turn that stream, turning down first the Old Church rt>ad, 
(both aiming for Old Cold Harbor,) and directing my march so as to 
cover his left flank, he having formed, at Beaver Dam, a junction 
with the divisions which marched by the way of Mechanicsville. All 
day we were skirmishing with, killing and capturing small detach- 
ments of, the enemy's cavalry, mostly of the Lancers, Colonel Rush. 

Passing Bethesda church, I sent the Blakely gun, of the horse ar- 
tillery, and a portion of my command, under Colonel Martin, off to 
the left, to see if any force w»s about Old Church. Colonel Martin 
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found nothing but some flying cavalry, and I continued my march by 
way of Beulah Church, taking several prisoners en route to Cold Harbor, 
where I found General Jackson. He directed me to take position on 
his left, in reserve. I kept a squadron in observation down the Old 
Church road, down the Dispatch road, and made-dispositions for ac- 
tion whenever opportunity might offer. * 

Owing, however, to the nature of the ground, the position in a 
wood, and the steadiness of our troops, the cavalry proper had no 
hand to-hand conflict with the enemy, though subject to the severe 
ordeal of a raking artillery fire from guns beyond its reach. Videttes, * 
placed on our left, kept me advised of the enemy's operations, and, 
about five or six, P. M., a movement of artillery was observed, and 
reported, on the road from Grapevine bridge The only artillery un- 
der ray command being Pelham's " Stuart's Horse Artillery," the 
twelve-pounder Blakely and Napoleon were ordered forward to meet 
this bold effort to damage our left flank. The Blakely wa^ disabled 
at, the first fire, the enemy opening, simultaneously, eight pieces, 
proving afterwards to be Weed's and Tidball's batterries. Then en- 
sued one of the most gallant and heroic feats of 4 the war. The Na- 
poleon gun, solitary and alone, received the fire of those batteries, 
concealed in the pines, on a ridge commanding its ground, yet not a 
man quailed, and the noble captain, directing the fire himself, with a 
coolness and intrepedity only equalled by his previous brilliant career. 
The enemy's fire sensibly slackened under the determined fire cf this 
Napoleon, which clung to its ground with unflinching tenacity. I 
had an opportunity of calling General Jackson's attention to the 
heroic conduct of tho officers and men of this piece, and later, he, by 
his personal efforts, reinforced it by severab batteries of rifle pieces, 
which, firing, advanced in echelon, about dark, and drove the enemy 
from his last foothold on the right: I received information that Gen- 
eral D. H. Hill was pursuing the enemy down the road at the point 
of the bayonet. 

Expecting a general rout, I immediately joined my cavalry, and 
dashed down the road leading by Dr. Tyler's, to its intersection with 
the White House road, about three miles. It was quite dark, but no 
evidence of retreat, or other movement, could be detected on that 
•road; so, leaving a squadron for observation at that point, I returned 
to Cold Harbor with the main "body, late at night. Early in the 
morning that squadron was so burdened with prisoners, mostly of the 
regular army, (among others, Major Deloizier Davidson, commanding 
fourth United States infantry,) that I had to reinforce it. Being sent 
for \y the commanding General at his headquarters, Now Cold Har- 
bor, I galloped up, leaving my command prepared for instant service. 
I received from the commanding General instructions to strike for tho 
York River railroad at the nearest point, so as to cut the enemy's line 
of communication with the York, and intercept his retreat. General 
Ewell's division (infantrv) was put in motion for the same object, 
and Colonel Lee, of the ninth, with his regiment, preceded him as 
advance guard, finding, en route, two fine rifle pieces, abandoned by 
the enemy. » 
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With the main body of my cavalry, I pursued a parallel route, and, 
arriving near Dispatch, passed the head of General Bwell's column, 
and pushing a squadron of Cobb's legion (cavalry) rapidly forward, 
•surprised and routed a squadron of the enemy's cavalry, they leaving, 
in their hurried departure, the ground strewn with carbine3 and 
pistols. They fled in the direction of Bottoms' Bridge. I directed 
the. immediate tearing up of the track and euttrng the wire, which 
vfas done in a very few minutes, and the result reported to General 
Ewell and the commandipg General. General Ewell decided to await 
further* orders at Dispatch I .determined to push boldly down the 
White House road, resolved to find what force was in that direction, 
and, if possible, to rout it. 

A train of forage wagons, with a few cavalry as escort, was cap- 
tured! before proceeding far, and, further down, several sutlers' estab- 
lishments. The prominent points on the road were picketed by 
cavalry, all of which fled at our approach ; and long before the column 
of cavalry had marched half way to the White House, the flying 
pickets had heralded the approach of what, no doubt,' appeared to 
their affrighted minds to be the whole army of the Valley, and from 
the valley of the Pamunkey a dense cloud of smoke revealed the fact 
of flight, and destruction in the path of a stampeded foe. All ac- 
counts agreed that Generals Stoneman and Emory, with a large com- 
mand of cavalry, infantry and artillery, had gone in the direction of 
the White House, where Casey was said to be in command. 
9 I found no resistance until 1 reached Tunstall's Station. Here I 
found a vacated field work, and captured a cavalry flag near it. This 
work, as well as the evidence of recent encampments along the linQ 
of railroad, showed that <?ne of the great results anticipated from my late 
expedition — the detaching a large force-to protect the enemy's line of 
communication — had been accomplished. At the crossing of Black 
Creek, near this place, the enemy had a squadron drawn up, on the 
further bank, in line of battle, and what appeared to be artillery on a 
commanding height beyond. * He had "destroyed the bridge over this 
difficult stream, whose abrupt banks and miry bed presented a serious 
obstacle to our progress. The artillery was ordered up to our front, 
and a lew well-directed rounds of shell dispersed the squadron, as well 
as disclosed, in a scrambling race, an adroitly formed ambuscade of 
dismounted men on the banks of the stream, and produced no reply 
from what was supposed to be artillery. A small party of dismounted 
men, under the daring Captain Farley, soon gained the further bank 
and scoured the woods, while the ever-ready and indefatigable Black- 
ford set to work to repair the crossing. It was dark, however, before 
it could be finished, and we slept on our arms until morning, finding 
ample corn for our jaded horses at Tunstall's Station. 
. The conflagration raged fearfully at the White House during the 
entire night, while explosions of shell rent the air. I was informed 
that five thousand men held the place. 

Early, the next morning, I moved cautiously down, catching the 
scattered fugitives of the day before, as we advanced, till coming in 
plain view of the White House, at a distance of a quarter of a mild 
26 ' 
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a large gunboat was discovered lying at the landing. I took the pre- 
caution to leave the main body about two miles behind, and proceeded 
x to the point with a small party and one piece of artillery. Colonel 
W. H. P. Lee, the proprietor of this ones beautiful estate, now in 
ashes and desolation, described the ground, and pointed out all the 
localities to me; so that I was convinced that ft few bold sharpshooters 
could compel the guaboat to leave. I accordingly ordered down about 
seventy-five, partly of the first Virginia cavalry, (Litchfield's com* 
pany £>,) and partly Jeff Davis legion and fourth Virginia cavalry. 
They were deployed in pairs, with intervals of forty paces, and armed 
with rifle carbines. They advanced on this monster — so terrible to 
cur fancy — and a body of sharpshooters were sent ashore from the 
boat to meet them. 

Quite a determined engagement of skirmishers ensued ; but our gal- 
lant men never faltered in their determination to expose this Yankee 
bugaboo called gunboat. To save time, however, I ordered »up the 
howitzer, a few shells from which, fired with great accuracy, and 
bursting directly over her decks, caused an instantaneous withdrawal 
cf the sharpshooters, and a precipitate flight under headway of steam 
(!own the river ; the howitzer gave chase at a gallop, the more to 
cause the apprehension of being cut off below than of really affect- 
ing anything. 

The gunboat never returned. The command was now entirely out 
of rations, and the horses without forage, and I had relied on the 
enemy at the White House to supply me with these essentials. I was* 
not disappointed, in spite of their efforts to destroy everything. Pro- 
visions and delicacies of every description lay in heaps, and the men 
regaled themselves on the frrjts of the tropics, as well as the sub-* 
stantials of the land. Large quantities of forage were left also. An 
opportunity was here offered for observing the deceitfulness of the 
enemy's pretended reverence for everything associated with the name 
of Washington — for the dwelling-house was burned to the ground, 
and not a vestige left, except what told of desolation and vandalism. 

Nine large barges, loaded with stores, were on fire as we approached ; 
irnmensp numbers of tents, wagons and cars, in long trains, loaded, 
and five locomotives ; a number of forges; quantities of every spe- 
cies of quartermasters' stores and property, making a total of many 
millions of dollars — all more or less destroyed. 

During the morning, I received a note from the commanding*Gene- 
ral, directing me to watch closely any movement of the enemy in my 
direction, and to communicate what my impressions were in regard to 
his designs. I replied that there was no evidence ot a retreat of the 
main body down the Williamsburg road, and that I had no doubt that 
the enemy, since* his defeat, was endeavoring 'to reach the James, as a 
new base, being compelled to surrender his connection with the York., 

If the Federal people can be convinced that this was a part of Mc- 
Clellan's plan ; that it was in his original design for Jackson to turn 
his right flank, and our generals to force him from his strongholds, 
they certainly can neVer forgive him for the millions of public treas- 
ure that his superb strategy cost the nation. He had no alternative 
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left, and possessed with the information that his retreat was not pro- 
gressing towards the York, the commanding General knew as well as 
, McCIellan himself that Jie must seek the only outlet left. It took the 
remainder of Sunday to ration my command, and complete the de- 
struction of some, property I was apprehensive the enemy might re- 
turn and remove ; but I §ent, that day, a regiment, first Virginia 
cavalry, Colonel Fitzhugh Lee, across to observe the enemy's move- 
ments from B6ttom's Bridge to Forge- Bridge. " 

On Monday, I moved my whole command in the same direction, 
except one squadron, Cobb's legion, which was left at the White 
House. 

Colonel Lee, first Virginia cavalry, was stationed near Long Bridge, 
«nd the remainder near Forge Bridge. The former reported the en- 
emy's pickets visible on the other side, Ttnd, at the latter place; I ob- 
served a regiment of infantry and two pieces of artillery. The Na- 
poleon was left with Colonel Lee, but it was disabled at the first shot, 
the trail breaking. 

The Blakely being disabled alt Cold Harbor, left me with only a 
twelve-pounder howitzer, (one section being present.) Capt. Pelham 
engaged the enemy across the Chickahominy with these, and after a?" 
spirited duel against one rifle piece and one howitzer, the enemy wae 
driven from his position, with the loss of two men did two horses 
killed; we escaping unhurt. The infantry abandoned their knap- 
sacks in their hurry to depart. I "tried in vain to ascertain by scouts^ 
the enemy's force beyond, and it being now nearly dark, we bivouacked 
again. During the entire day, Colonel Lee, of the first, as also the 
main body, captured many prisoners, but none seemed to know any- 
thing of the operations of the army. One was a topographical engi- 
neer. 

At bait past three, A. M , the nex-t morning, I received a despatch 
from Colonel Chilton, the hour of his writing being omitted, stating 
that the enemy had been headed off at the intersection of the Long* 
Bridge and Charles City rt) ads, and that his destination seemed, for 
the present, fixed, and expressing the commanding General's desire 
for me to cross the Chickahominy and co-operate with the force3 on 
that side, suggesting Grapevine Bridge as the mo3t suitable^ point/ 
I asked the courier when it was written. He replied, " at nine, P 
M. ;" which point of time was after the heavy firing in the direction, 
of White Oak Swamp Bridge had ceased ; and I believed, therefore, 
that the status of the enemy referred to was after the heavy firing. 
I therefore started at once for Bottom's Bridge,* eleven miles distant, 
pushing on rapidly myself. 

Arriving at Bottom's Bridge, I found our troops had passed down. 
Galloping on to WhitQ Oak . Swamp Bridge, I found many on the 
march, and saw at once that from the lack of firing in front, and the 
rapid rate of march, that the only way I could co-operate with the 
main body, was by retracing my steps. Fortunately, the head of my 
column had not passed Bottom's Bridge, and crossing at the Forge 
Bridge to come up Qn Jackson's left, I vrrote a note to General 
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Jackson to apprise him of this intention, and hurried back .to carry 
it out. 

I found, upon reaching Forge Bridge, a party of Munford's second ^ 
Virginia cavalry, who informed me of the route taken by Jackson's 
column, and pushed on to join him, fordmg«the river. 

Passing Nance's shop about sundown, it was dark before we reached 
Rock's house, near which we stampeded the enemy's picket, without 
giving it time to destroy the bridge further than to pull r>fF the planks. 
I aimed for Haxall's landing, but soon after leaving Rock's, encoun- 
tered picket fires, and, a little waj beyond, saw the light of a con- 
siderable encampment. There was no other recourse left but to halt 
for the night, after a day's march of forty-two miles. 

As it was very dark, very little could be seen of the country around ; 
but I had previously detached Captain Blackford to notify General 
Jackson of my position, and find where he was. He returned during 
the night, having found our troops, but could not locate General 
Jackson's line. 

I ascertained, also, that a battle had been raging for some time, 
and ceased about an hour after I reached this point. My ariival could 
not have been more fortunately timed ; for, arriving after dark, its 
ponderous march, with the rolling artillery, must have impressed the 
enemy's caval#y, watching the approaches to their rear, with the idea 
of an immense army about to cut off their retreat, and contributed to 
cause that sudden collapse and stampede that soon after occurred, 
leaving us in the possession of Malvern Hill, which the enemy might 
have held next day, much to our detriment. 

It is a remarkable fact, worthy of the commanding General's no- 
tice, that, in taking the position I did in rear of Turkey creek, I 
acted entirely from my own' judgment ; but was much gratified, next 
day, on receiving his note, to find that his orders were to the same 
effect, though failing to reach me until the next morning after its. ex- 
ecution. 

Early next morning, I received orders from General Jackson, that 
unless you had otherwise directed, to take position near his left. Not 
yet apprised of the enemy's move in the night, I proceeded to execute 
this order, and, having halted the column near Gatewood's, where 
Colofoels Rosser, Baker, and Goode, with their respective regiments/ 
joined my command. I went forward to reconnoitre. Meeting with 
General Jackson, we rode together to Dr. Poindexter's, where we ,met 
Major Meade and Lieutenant Samuel R. Johnston, of the engineers, 
who had just made, in the drenching rain, a personal examination of 
the enemy's position, and found it abandoned. 

I galloped back to my command and put it in motion for Haxall's 
Landing, hoping there to intercept the enemy's CQlumn. The Jeff. 
Davis legion preceded and soon reached the River road, in rear of 
Turkey creek, capturing scores of the discomfitted and demoralized 
foe at every turn — wagons, tents, arms and knapsacks abandoned — 
and the general drift of accounts, given by the prisoners, spoke elo- 
quently of the slaughter and rout that will make Malvern liill mem- 
orable in history. 
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Colonel Martin dashed off with a few m*en towards Haxall's, and, in 
plain view of the monitor, captured one of her crew on' shore and 
marched back several c^her prisoners, the very boldness of the move 
apparently transfixing the enemy's guns. Appreciating the impor- 
tance of knowing the enemy's position with reference to Shirley, I 
endeavored to gain the fork of woods near that ' point ; but it was 
strongly defended by two regiments of infantry — a prisoner captured 
-near by said Sickles' brigade. The indications were *clear, however, 
that the enemy had gone below that point. The day'was consumed 
in colleoting prisoners and arms back towards Malvern Hill, the road 
from which, was thoroughly blockaded, and in harrassing the enemy's 
rear, which, in spite of his good position was very thoroughly done 
by Colonel Martin with one of Pelham's howitzers, causing marked 
havoc and confusion in his ranks. I also reconnoitred in the direc- 
tion of Charles City Court-House with a view to fall on his flanks if 
Still in motion. The result of. the last was to the effect that at ten, 
A. M., no part of his force had reached Charles City Court-House. 
I therefore sent down that night towards Westover, under Captain 
Pelham, supported by Irving's squadron first Virginia cavalry, with 
Orders to reach the immediate vicinity of the River road below, so as 
to shell it if the enemy attempted to retreat that night. A squadroa 
(Cobb's legion) was left near Shirley, and the main b<*ly bivouacked 
contiguous to oat-fields, of necessity our only dependence for fdrage 
since leaving the White House ; but the regiments were warned that 
the pursuit might be resumed at any moment during the night should 
Captain Pelham's reconnoissance apprise us of a continuance of the 
retreat. During the night, Captain *Pelham wrote to me that the 
enemy had taken position between Shirley and Westover, near tho 
latter, and described the locality, the nature of Herring creek on the 
enemy'3 right, and indicated the advantage to be gained by taking 
. possession, with artillery,' of Evelington's heights,- a plateau com- 
manding completely the enemy's encampment. I forwarded this re- 
port at once to the commanding General, through General Jackson, 
and proceeded at once to the ground with my command, except one 
regiment of the ninth Virginia cavalry, Colonel W. H. EVLee, which 
"was ordered down the road, by NanceY'shop, and thence across 
towards Charles City Court-House, so as to extend my left, ai*d keep 
a look out towards Forge Bridge, by .which I was liable to be attacked 
in^flank and rear by Stoneman, should he endeavor to form a junction 
with McClellan. 

I found EvcliDgtbn's heights easily gained. A squadron in posses- 
sion vacated without much hesitation, retreating* up the road, the only 
road by which it could r£ach Westover, owing to the, impassability 
of Herring's creek below Roland's mill. Colonel Martin was sent 
around further to the left, and the howitzer brought into action in the 
River road, to fire upon the enemy's camp below. 

Judging from the great commotion and excitement caused below, it 
must have had considerable effect. We soon had prisoners from vari- 
ous corps and divisions, and from their statements, as well as those t>f 
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citizens, I learned that the •enemy's main body was there ; but much 
reduced and demoralized. • 

I kept the commanding General apprised 6^ my movements, and I 
soon learned from him that Longstreet and Jackson -were en route to 
my support. I held the ground from aboutniine, A. M., until two; 
P. M., when the enemy had contrived to get one battery into position 
on this side the creek. The fire was, however, kept up until a body 
of in&ntry was found approaching by our right flank. I had no. ap- 
prehension, however, as I was sure Longstreet was near by, -and al- 
though Pelham reported but two rounds of ammunition deft, I held 
out, knowing iiow important it was to hold the ground until Longstreet . 
arrived. The enemy's infantry advanced, and the battery kept up its 
fire. I just then learned that Longstreet had taken the wrong road, 
and was then at Nance's shop, six or seven miles off. 

Pelham fired'his last round, and the sharpshooters, stongly posted 
in the skirt of the woods bordering the plateau, exhausted every 
cartridge, but had at last to retire ; not, however, without teaching 
many a foernan the bitter lesson of death. My command had been so 
cut off from sources of supply, and so constantly engaged with the 
enemy, that the abundant supply which it began with on the 26th of 
June, was entirely exhausted. I kept pickets at Bradley's store that 
night, and remained with ray comma'd on the west side of the creek, 
sear* Philips' farm. General Longstreet came up late in the evening, 
lie had been led by his guide out of his proper route. 

The next day, July 4th, General Jackson's command drove in the 
enemy's advance pickets. I pointed out the position of -the enemy, 
now occupying; apparently in force, the plateau from which I shelled 
their camp the day before, and showed him the routes by which the 
plateau could be reached to the left, and submitted my plan for dis- 
possessing the enemy and attacking his camps. This was subsequently 
laid before the commanding General. The enemy's position had been^ 
well reconnoitred by Blackford, of the engineers, the day 'before, from 
a close view, and further on this day (July 4th), demonstrating that 
his position was strong, difficult to reach, except with rifle cannon, 
and completely flanked by gunboats, all of which were powerful argu- 
ments, and no doubt had their due weight with "the commanding 
-Genei^il against renewing an attack, thus far of unbroken successes, 
against a stronghold, where the enemy had been reinforced beyond a" 
doubt. The operations of my own command extended further to ihe 
left, except one regiment, Cobb's legion cavalry, which was directed 
to follow up the enemy's rear on the River road, and the first North 
Carolina cavalry, which remained in reserve, near Phillips' farm. 

The remainder of the 4th and 5th July*were spent in .reconnoiter r 
ting and watching the river. ^ 

On tho morning of the 5th, Colonel S. D. Lee, of the artillery, 
reported to me with a battery of rifle guns, (Squiers' Washington 
artillery.) to which I add$d Pelham's Blakely, which had just 
returned 'from Richmond, for attacking transportation on. the river 
below the federal forces. The point selected was Wilcox's landing, 
which was reached after dark. The only transport which passed dur- 
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ing the night was fired into with distant damage, but she kept ol. 
On the 6th, the battery was augmented by two rifle pieces of Rogers' 
battery, and proceeded to Wayne's Oak, lower down the river. 
During that night and next day, (7th,) the batteries commanded the 
river, seriously damaging several* transports, and compelling the 
crews from two to take to their small boats for the opposite shore, 
leaving one transport sinking. The batteries were subject to inces- 
sant fire-froin the gunboats, which invariably convoyed the transports; 
but Colonel Lee, whose report is very interesting, says no damage 
was done to the batteries, demonstrating, as was done at the White 
House that gunboats are not so dangerous as is generally supposed. 
On the afternoon of the 7th, the batteries returned to their camps, 
the men being much exhausted from loss -of rest and continuous 
exertion. 

During, the' 6th, 7th and Sth, the *enemy # persistently annoyed pur 
pickets on the River road, below Westover, and, with all arms of ser r 
vice, tried to compel us to retire from that position. Colonel Rosser, 
commanding fifth Virginia cavalry, was present in charge of the post 
and inspired his men with such determined resistance, arranging them 
so as to resist to the best advantage, that the enemy failed in the 
effort, within 'three- quarters of a mih of his main body, and in his rear. 

At sundown on the 8th j it being decided to withdraw our forces 
from, before the enemy's position, the cavalry covered the withdrawal 
of the infantry, and prevented, tjbe enemy's having any knowledge cf 
the movement. . 

At daylight, on the 9th, the cavalry proceeded above Turkey Island 
creek, with a view to establish a line of cavalry outposts from the 
vicinity of Shirley, across by Nance's shop to the Chickahominy. 
On the 10,th, a portion of the cavalry was left on this duty, and the 
remainder, by the direction of the commanding General, marched to 
a reserve camp. 

. I regret that the very extended field of operations of the' cavalry, 
has made this report necessarily long. During the whole period it 
will be observed that my command was in contact with the enemy. 
No opportunity occurred, however, for an overwhelming charge, a 
circumstance resulting, first, from the nature of the positions suc- 
cessively taken by the enemy, in woods, or behind swamps or 
ditches — he taking care to change position under cover of night, the 
distance being so short, only fifteen miles, as to be marched in one 
night. Added to this was the uncertainty whether the enemy would 
attempt the passage of the Chickahominy where I awaited him, or 
under cover of a demonstration towards Chafiln's Bluff, .he would 
gain the James. The country being obscurely wooded and swampy, 
his facilities for effecting the latter were great. The portion of the 
cavalry operating under my instructions on the Richmond side of the 
Chickahominy, was under command, at first, of Colonel Rosser, and 
afterwards of Colonel L. S, Baker, first North Carolina cavalry. 
The latter .made a gallant charge, on the 30th ultimo, at Willis' church, 
with his and a portion of Colonel GoocVs command, but were re- 
pulsed, with small loss. Their reports, enclosed, will give particulars 



of their operations. Major Grumpier was mortally wounded, and 
Captain Ruffin taken prisoner. For other casualties you are respect- 
fully referred to Colonel Baker's report. ^ During the series of 
engagements in which the portion of the brigade with me partici- 
pated, very few casualties occurred, notwithstanding frequent exposure 
to the enemy's fire. During the <whole period the officers and men 
exhibited that devotion to duty, thorough discipline and efficiency, 
which charactefizes regular troops, and claims, at my hands, the 
highest measure of praise and grateful acknowledgment. 

Colonels T. R. R. Cobb, Fitz. Lee, W. II. F. Lee, and Lieutenant 
Colonel W. T. Martin, under my immediate command, were frequently, 
in turn, entrusted with distinct, isolated commands, and displayed that 
seal and ability which entitles them to favorable notice and gives 
evidence of capacity for higher trust. 

Captain John Pelham, of the horse artillery, displayed such signal 
ability as an artillerist, such heroic example and devotion in danger, 
and indomitable energy under difficulties, in the movement of his bat- 
tery, that, reluctant as I am at the chance of losing such a valuable 
limb from the brigade, I feel bound to ask for his promotion, with the 
remark that, in either cavalry or artillery, no field grade is too high 
for his merit and capacity. The officers and men of- that battery 
emulated the example of their captain and did justice to a reputation 
already won. # 

Capt Wm. W. Blackford, of the engineers, assigned to duty with me 
the day before the battles, was always in advance, obtaining valuable 
information of* the enemy's strength, movements, and position', locat- 
ing routes and making hurried topographical sketches. He is bold 
in reconnoissance, fearless in tlariger, and remarkably cool and correct 
in judgment. His services are invaluable to the advance guard of 
an army. Captain J. Hardeman Stuart, signal corps, was particu- 
larly active and fearless in the transmission of orders at Cold Harbor, 
and deserves my special thanks for his gallant conduct. Captaii* 
Norman Fitzhugh, A. A. G., chief of staff,, though but recently pro- 
moted from the ranks, gave evidence of tho3e rare qualities, united 
with personal gallantry, which constitute a capable and efficent adju- 
tant general. Captain Heros Von Borcke, A. A. G., was ever pres- 
ent, fearless, and untiring in the zealous discharge of the duties 
assigned him. 

Major Samuel Hardin Hairstone, Q. M., and Major Dabney Ball, 
C. S., were prevented by their duties of office from participating in 
the dangers of the conflict, but are entitled to my thanks for the 
thorough discharge of their duties. 

The following officers, attached to my staff, deserve honorable men- 
tion in this report for their valuable services : Captain Redmond 
Burke, Lieutenant John Esten Cooke, ordnance officer ; Lieutenant 
J. S. W. Hairston, C. S. A. ; Lieutenant James R. Christian, third 
Virginia cavalry ; Lieutenant Chiswell Dabney, aid; Volunteer Aids 
Captain W. D. Farley and W. E. Towles — they having contributed 
their full share to whatever success was achieved by the brigade. 

My escort did good service. Private Frank Stringfellow, fourth 
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Virginia cavalry, wa3 particularly conspicuous for gallantry and effi- 
ciency at Cold Harbor. The majority of the Hanover company, (G,) 
fourth Virginia cavalry, possessing invaluable merits as guides, werei 
distributed as such among the various generals. 

First Lieutenant D. A. Timberlak^accompanied me, .and from his 
intimate acquaintance with the country, as well a3 his personal 
bravery, was an indispensable aid to my march. His deeds, of indi- 
vidual prowess in Hanover place him high among partisan warriors, 
and enabled us to know exactly the enemy's position and strength 
near Atlee's Station. , • . 

Acccmpan ying this report, I have the honor to submit a map, drawn 
by* Captain Blackford, corps of engineers, of the region of country 
traversed by the cavalry, showing the extent of its operations, and 
exhibiting the various engagements in which the cavalry took part ; 
also— 

Report A, Colonel T. R. R. Gobb, Georgia legion cavalry. . 
Report B, Colonel L. S. Baker, first North Carolina cavalry. 
Report C, Lieutenant Colonel W. T. Martin, JeiF. Davis legion.* 
Report D, Colonel T. L. Rosser, fifth Virginia cavalry. 
Report E, Colonel S. D. Lee, artillery, fourth Virginia cavalry*. ; 
Report F, Colonel Thos. F. Goode, third Virginia cavalry. 
Map G, already referred to. 

II 4 My instructions to officer commanding cavalry west of Chicka- 
hominy. 

I. Li3t of killed, wounded, and missing. 

The feports of other commanders have not been received. Should 
they be sent in subsequently they will be forwarded. 

My command captured several thousand prisoners and arms, tho 
precise number it being impossible to ascertain. 

The detachment of cavalry left at the White House secure'd much 
valuable public property enumerated # already. 
.: I have the honor to be, Colonel, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STUART, 

Brigadier General, 



REPORT OF COLONEL FITZ LEE, 



IIead^jjarters First Virginia Cavalry, ) 
Hanover Court-House, Aug.* 1, 1862. \ 

Captain N. R. Fitzhugh, 

A. A. General, Cavalry Brigade : 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the first Virginia cavalry re- 
mained, daring the battles in front of Richmond, tinder the immediate 
command of General J. E. 33: Stuartj and took part in all the opera- 
tions. The only casualty was the loss of private R. P. Thomas, of 
company A. He had been sent to the front, in company with Lieu- 
tenant Stuart, of company B, to reconnoitre, dismounted, when he 
came, suddenly upon a large body of the enemy* concealed in the 
woods. Rufusing to surrender, this party of two gathered up some 
abandoned arms in, the vicinity and fought bravely, until Thomas was 
killed, when the Lieutenant made hi3 escape, the enemy not daring to 
pursue a soldier who had shown he was not to be taken alive. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. ; * FITZ LEE, (Late Colonel First' Virginia Cavalry,) 

Brigadier General com?nanding Brigade. 



REPORT OF COLONEL ROSSER. 



Headquarters Fifth Virginia Cavalry, ) 
Camp Gary, July 26, 1862. \ 

General : In pursuance with your instructions, I habitually kept 
my command, during the battles, well in hand and as near the enemy 
as possible. ' k 

On the ?8th of June, my scouts came in and reported the enemy, 
in considerable force near Willis' church; and also that he was mov- 
ing small bodies of troops in the direction of James river. This I 
.reported, at the time, to General Huger. The next morning I started 
out on a scout in the same direction, and met Colonel Baker, with 
his own regiment, (the first North Carolina,) and the third Virginia, 
returning to his camp, having been unsuccessful in hi§ attack upop the 
enemy near Willis' church, where he found the enemy in great force — 
his attack being met with infantry, artillery and cavalry. My' scouts 
on the right found the enemy extending . his lines in that direction, 
and succeeded in recapturing fifteen horses, belonging to the first 
North Carolina, that the enemy had taken in Colon«l Baker's en- 
gagement, early in the morning. This was also reported to General 
Huger. ThatTiight, (Sunday, 29th ultimo,) my pickets were strongly 
reinforced, and I moved down, with mjr entire force, composed of ray 
own regtment and the Hampton legion, to the junction of the River 
and Long- Bridge roads, and remained there during the night. * • 

Next morning, about eight o'clock, my pickets were driven in, on 
the Long Bridge road, near Willis' church, I at once moved down 
with my entirecommand, and, after some skirmishing, succeeded in 
re-establishing my pi6kets. I then dismounted one company, and 
deployed them as skirmishers, giving them a squadron for support, 
and sent them forward, and after driving in the enemy's pickets, still 
pessed upon* him, and, strange to say, this gallant little band of Cap- 
tain Bullock's, of my regiment, drove them back within a few hundred 
yards of their main force, and was still pressing upon them, when 
General Longstreet's advance came up, and, with his infantry and 
artillery, attacked, them upon the line to which I was holding 
them. My pickets upon the River road, about this time, reported the 
enemy advancing in that direction, and General Longstreet ordered 
me to take my command over in that way. 

After re-establishing my pickets on th^t road, I made a reconnois- 
sance, with a portion of my command, to the front, and found the 
head of the retiring column moving hurriedly and confusedly in the 
direction of James river. I was then just coming pn Malvern Hill. 
I reported this fact to Generals Longstreet and Holmes, about one 
o'clock, P. M. For some reason or .other, no attention was paid to 
this report. ' I then reported to General Lee, who came to see for him- 
self, and who ordered General Holmes to move at once to this point,, 
and attack the enemy. But as General Holmes did not arrive until 
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late in the day, (about five o'clock, P. M„) and by marching his troops 
down the river road, the dust revealed the movement to the enemy,' 
and gunboats were sent up the river, which opened a heavy fire upon 
Holmes' advancing column, which drove him back. I then withdrew 
my command to cover, and sent scouts in the direction of the river to 
observe the movements of the boats. My quartermaster (Captain 
Taylor) was one of the party, ajid wa3 taken prisoner. General 
Holmes having withdrawn, it became necessary for me to place the 
greater part of my' command on picket, dismounted. 

Early the following morning, the 1st instant,- by reconnoissance, I 
found the enemy in line of battle on Malvern Hill. I was near 
enough to hear loud and prolonged cheering, as if reinforcements, or 
.a general, had arrived. This I also reported to General Huger. But 
Colonel Baker having arrived, assumed the command, and soon moved, 
with my command, over to the left, to support the attack which Gen- 
eral Magruder was about to make. My command. was held on the 
left, and, as the lines were extended in that direction, I was moved to 
the left, and early the following morning I joined you with my com- 
mand. 

In every instance where my men weie thrown in contact with the 
enemy, I could but observe the great want of proper discipline, neces- 
* sary to insurenmphcit confidence. They had not been drilled, and 
the most of them had never been under fire before. 

I took several prisoners, and collected many arms. 1 lost four 
men — two sergeants, one corporal and one private — by desertion f to 
the enemy. 

• ' • Respectfully submitted, 

THOS. L. ROSSER, 
Colonel Fifth Virginia Cavalry, 



[confidential.] 

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade, Ju?ie 25, 1862. 

To Colonel T. L. Rosser, 

Or Cavalry Officer commanding Right Wing of Pickets : 

Colonel : You will immediately supply your command, from Major 
Ball, C. S., with three days' rations of hard bread and bacon. Should 
an engagement take place, you will move your main body towards the 
front, so as to support and watch our right flank, and take advantage 
of any movement the enemy may make towards James river, to har- 
ass and delay him by demonstrations in his front, and by vigorous 
attacks on his flanks. Keep your command well together and well in 
hand, and be sure to keep a perfect communication and thorough co- 
operation with Major General Huger, and any other commander near 
you, bearing in mind that it is our first duty to whip the enemy, and 
to effect that, no necessary sacrifice is too great, no hardship too 
severe. 
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I have entire confidence in your skill, ability and energy. Colonel 
Goode, third Virginia cavalry, will he on the Charles City road. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STUART, 
Brigadier General commanding. 

Should you be ordered to join me, with your regiment, these in- 
structions will be turned over to your successor in command. 

J. E. B. STUART. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN LITCHFIELD. 



Headquarters Cavalry - Division, > 
Hanover, August 2, 1862. ) 

Colonel R. H. Chilton, 

• Assistant Adjutant General : 0 

Colonel: In answer to Major Taylor's note, asking for a report of 
the facts concerning the dash of the enemy's cavalry upon the camp 
of the Bath cavalry, at Verdon-, I have the honor to state that Cap- 
tain Litchfield, who commanded the squadron of my command sent 
to that vicinity after the raid at Beaver Dam, has, at my request, 
submitted a report, which is herewith forwarded, giving a lucid ac- 
count of the affair. * 

The bath cavalry has never been assigned to any regiment, but be- 
longed to the Valley forces, and had been, for five weeks, at Verdon, 
according to the Captain's account, (Captain McChestney,) depending 
on the vicinity for rations and forage. The company, according to 
the accounts of the citizens, fled at' the approach of the enemy. I 
arrived upon the ground in the afternoon. Captain McChestney re- 
ported his force to be seventy-five or eighty men,* two of whom were 
captured, and he informed me about ten horses. *He was just a mile 
from tfie ford over the North Anna, a ford 'where the enemy crossed, 
at which point a determined stand could have been made, as I noticed 
myself, the bank being very advantageous for sharpshooters. If 
Litchfield could have reached that poirrt, the enemy would nevej have 
crossed. Upon the foregoing, and other representations made me by 
citizens, I telegraphed and wrote to General Jackson that I thought 
this company had better be withdrawn ; whereupon it was done, and 
is now, no doubt, temporarily attached to some regiment of Robert- 
son's command — perhaps the second Virginia cavalry.. 

The extent of damage to the camp is not precisely known, but be- 
lieved to be slight — only a few tents. 

Most respectfully^ your obedient servant, 

J. E. B. STUART, . . 
Major General, commanding. 



Camp Discipline, Hanover Counts, Virginia, ) 
, . . July 31, 1862. J 

General: In obedience to your written order, I report, in writing, 
the late demonstration and attack of the enemy at Verdon and vicin- 

Agreeably to your instructions, I left Atlee's Station, on Sunday, 
the*20th instant, in charge of a squadron, and proceeded in the direc- 
tion of Hanover Junction, {via Hanover Court-House,) which place 
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I reached about dusk and encamped beyond, some mile and a half, 
sending, as directed, Lieutenant Grattan, with six men, up to Beaver 
Dam Station to ascertain the extent of damage done the railroad, and 
the position and strength of the enemy's forces at that point. 

During the night, a courier arrived from Lieutenant Grattan, 
stating that but little injury was done the road, and the enemy had 
returned, and that the necessary repairs could have been made in a 
few hours. I started early next morning with the eommanc^ and' 
proceeded as far as Anderson's Station, where I halted to feed. I 
there found a cavalry company encamped, from Bath county, com- 
manded by Captain McChestney, who informed me that he was pick- 
eting the Telegraph road, leading to Fredericksburg, and scouting in 
that direction. I then sent a Lieutenant and nine men from Major 
Oritcher's battalion, down the road with Captain McChestney's picket, 
to go in the direction of Bowling Gree<n, by a road running parallel 
with the Telegraph road, and leading to that place. • 

I then proceeded on to Beaver Dam, and found the road had been 
repaired, ready for the passage of trains. I halted my command to 
ascertain something of the condition of tho r6ad above, about three 
miles, at a place colled " Green Bays Crossing," and found* that there 
was likewise but little injury done the road, at that point, but deemed 
it important to have three roads guarded leading to Qrcen Bay and 
Frederick Hall, so that the trains might pass uninterruptedly, or be 
notified in time to prevent accident. 

I therefore sent Lieutenant Coyner, with eleven men, in charge of 
the post, and proceeded with the remainder of my command across 
Anderson's bridge, and down the road leading towards Fredericks- 
burg, in search of the enemy and information. I followed this road 
to a point where it intersected the Telegraph road and Dr. Flippo's 
house, when I came upon a party of seven of the enemy, six of whom 
I captured, (after a sharp skirmish,) wounding the seventh so ee-*' 
verely that he had to be left at the doctor's house. I here learned 
that the enemy were in pretty strong force down the Telegraph road, 
about three miles. I then proceeded up this road in the direction of 
a cross-road leading to Bowling Green; but before reaching that 
point, was informed that the party guarding that road had been run 
in by the enemy that evening, and that they were in considerable 
force up.on the other road. 

I went on to the forks of the road, and finding no picket, as I ex- 
pected, I concluded the information I had received was correct, and 
that it would* not be prudent or advisable to pro'ceed further, with 5 
my small force, rendered so by guarding the road above, and made 
less effective in guarding this road and my rear, I therefore fell back 
across the river, and encamped for the night. In the morning, after • 
feeding, I started down the road toward Captain McChestney's camp, 
to ascertain what had become of his men and the party sent out by 
myself. Upon reaching which place, f learned that his pickets had 
not been posted beyond Carmel church, but that a scouting par^y had 
been down as far as Dr. Flippo's. I then sent a message to the party 
sent out by myself, notifying them of my position, with instructions 
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to join me, and I determined to take a scout in another direction. I 
sent Lieutenant Stuart* to guard the bridge at or near Beaver Dam, 
and started up to island ford, where I had intended crossing ; but, 
stopping to feed near the ford, and before the horses were done eat- 
ing, a courier arrived from Captain McChestney, stating that a regi- 
ment of the enemy's cavalry were approaching the ford by the Tele- 
graph road. I immediately sent him back with a message to Captain 
McChestney to take his entire force and proceed to the river and keep 
them in check until I could come to his aid, should they attempt to 
cross. I started as quickly as possible to his aid, and met a- second 
courier, with the information that they had crossed the riyer, and 
were fighting. I hurried up to the point to find it in possession of 
the ^nemy, and the entire camp in flames. I was considerably in ad- 
vance of the column, and found that they had possession of all the 
roads, and a force in the field above Anderson's house, and to my left, . 
in addition to a force on the road leading to my rear. Of their 
strength on the road I could learn nothing, and knew that I could be 
easily cutoff, if that force was sufficiently strong to fight. through at 
this point ; they, besides having a superior force, had also the advan- 
tage of position. I moved my command across the field, and 
through the timber, determined to force a crossing on the road lead- 
ing to my rear. Placing videttes at commanding points, to ascertain 
their strength, I soon gained the road to my rear, and found they 
were falling back, and came up just as Colonel Martin had passed 
in pursuit. 

In my opinion, a small force at the river ought to keep in 
check a very superior 'one ; but Captain McChestney afterwards in- 
formed me that' he had not sufficient notice to reach that point, and 
that he had, besides, very little ammunition. 

The officers and men in my command, all behaved with the utmost 
gallantry and coolne&s when in the presence of the enemy, ready 
cheerfully to obey ipy orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, i r* * 

• , C. T.' LITCHFIELD, , t 

Captain, commanding squadron. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL BOWER. 

Headquarters First N. 0. Cavalry, ) 
Hanover Court House, Va. 9 July 27, 1862. > 

Captain Fitzhugh, Assistant Adjutant General: 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I arrived with five companies 
of my regiment, on the morning of 28th of June, after a forced 
march frum North Carolina, where I had been on duty. 

I was directed by General Lee to assume command of all the cav- 
alry that was not with General Stuart. 

On the night of 29th, I ^ras directed by General Lee to make a 
bold, daring scout and find out where the enemy was. I accordingly 
proceeded, with five companies of my regiment, viz: Captains Ruffia, 
Johnston, Bar ringer, McLeod, and Lieutenant Blair's, and the effect- 
ive force of Colonel Goode's, (one hundred and fifty or two hundred,) 
down the New Market and Charles City roads. 

It was rumored that " there was a camp of the enemy near Willis* 
church, on the Quaker roid; but not being able to obtain any reliable 
information of their movements, I determined to drive back their 
cavalry force, which was covering their movements, and proceeded 
to the Quaker road, and, on coming up to the enemy, charged them, 
killing several with sabres, and driving them'to their main camp. 
Number killed not accurately ascertained, ?>s I was compelled after- 
wards to retreat from their main camp, ^hieh I found to be their 
main army, or a division covering its movements, 

Their camp was in a very'thick place, and, in the pursuit, 1 was in a 
few yards of it before 1 ascertained the place. 

The fire of the enemy was very heavy, and I regret to report the 
loss of Major Crumpler, severely wounded, since dead; Lieutenant 
Gaines, adjutant, wounded; eleven privates and non commissioned 
officers wounded, and brought off. One {private, third Virginia regi- 
ment, severely wounded. Captain RufBo, Lieutenant Shields, and 
forty-six non commissioned officers missing, being wounded, killed, 
and thrown fiom their horses. 

All the officers and men behaved with the greatest coolness and 
bravery/ I saw every officer and man doing his duty promptly and 
well. 

On Monday, the cavolry was kept on tho right to ascertain the po- 
sition of the enemy, and follow any success. 

On Tuesday, was ordered on the left of General Jackson, and 
afterwards in scouring the country for prisoners ; bat nothing to re- 
port. 

On Wednesday, I joined General Stuart, and my regiment accom- 
panied him in pursuit of the enemy. Since then, they have been on 
picket duty, in front of the enemy during the whole time, with an oc^ 
casional skirmish incident to such service, but of no importance. 
I am, sir, with much respect, 

T. S. BOWER, Lieutenant Colonel. m 



REPORT OF COLONEL GOODE. 



White House, July 15, 1862. 

Brigadier General J. E. B. Stuart, 

Commanding Cavalry ; 

General: In compliance with your order of the 13th instant, I 
have the honor to report the following as the operations of my regi- 
ment from the 26th June to the I Oth of July : 

• On the 26th June, the regiment was on the Williamsburg road, as 
a reserve. Early in the morning of the 27th, in compliance with an 
order from General Lee, I moved down ^on the t Darbytown road, to 
reconnoitre the position of the enemy in the vicinity of White Oak 
Swamp. A portion of the regiment being left along the enemy's lines, 
to observe bis movements, the remainder returned that -day to camp. 

On Saturday evening, (the 28th,) 1 was ordered, with my command, 
to join Colonel Baker, of the first North Carolina cavalry, who was 
under orders to reconnoitre the position of the enemy on the Charles 
City road, in the vicinity of White Oak Swamp, and, impossible, to 
penetrate his lines. In the execution of this older, I moved. down 
upon the Charles City road on Saturday night. 

Early, on Sunday morning, (29fch,) I moved off, with Colonel Baker, 
in the direction of the 'Long Bridge. As we approached Willis' 
church, we came upon and charged a body of the enemy's cavalry. 
Following them a short distance, we were opened upon by several 
pieces of artillery, when we found ourselves in an ambuscade of ar- 
tillery, infantry and cavalry. My regiment had one man severely 
(supposed to be mortally) wounded, and retired in good order. That 
^evening, I roturned to my encampment, and, a few hours afterwards, 
in compliance with an order from General Lee, moved down. on the 
Darbytown road, reporting to Major General Lonstreet. In com-* 
pliance with his order, early on the morning of Monday, the 30th, I 
reported to Colonel Jenkins, commanding General Anderson's brig- 
ade, and moved down as his advanced guard, until he came upon the 
enemy, on tho Charles' City and Quaker roads. Some time after the 
fight commenced, I was ordered by General Longstreet to a position 
a short distance in the rear, which I maintained during that day. 

On the morning of Tuesday, the 1st July, I was ordered to move 
.down the River road, in the direction of Malvern Hill. After re- 
maining in that vicinity for some hours, I was ordered under Colonel 
Baker, first North Corolina cavalry, to take position on the right and 
rear of General Lee. After occupying that position several hpurs, 
my command moved with Colonel Baker, with a view of getting to 
the command of General Jackson, beyond the Quaker road. After 
moving some miles in that direction, the advance guard from my regi- 
ment, thrown out by Colonel Baker, reported that both sides of the 
road leading to Jackson's left, which road was exceedingly narrow and 
thickly wooded on either side, was occupied in force by the enemy's 
sharpshooters, it was deemed impracticable to make the connection 



419 



with Jackson's command, and we encamped that night at Gatewood's 
farm. 

Early on the , morning of Wednesday, the 2d July, my regiment 
was ordered by yourself to move down by way of Nance's shop and 
Forge Bridge, to Talleysville, and return by way of Bottom's Bridge ; 
the execution of which order occupied Wednesday, the 2d and Thurs- 
day, the 3d July. 

On the 4th July, I remained in camp, and the 5th reported my 
command to you at Salem church, in Charles City county, and on the 
next day, 6th, in compliance with your order, moved to this place, 
wher'e I remained until the I Oth instant; when, in obedience to an or- 
der from General Lee, I moved with my command in the direction of 
Norman's ferry, with a view of intercepting a party of the enemy's 
cavalry, reported .to be crossing the Mattapony at Walkerton. Learn- 
ing, however, that night, from Dr. Walker, who had conveyed to Gen- 
eral Lee the intelligence of this supposed move of the enemy, that he 
had retired in the direction of, and most probably to, Gloucester 
Point, I returned, on the next day, to this place. 

I have the honor to report that, since forwarding to you an inven- 
tory of the Government property at this place, a few days since, a 
large wagon train has been sent down', which carried off everything 
of value. There is nothing of any value or consequence remaining. 

I have the honor to submit for your decision whether the men over 
thirty-five, who have not re-enlisted, are entitled to a discharge to- 
morrow, the 10th? 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS F. GOODE, 
ft Colonel commanding. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MARTIN. 



.Camp Tottopo^omy, July 20, 1862, 

-Captain Norman R. Fitzhugh, 

-4. General, Commanding Brigade : 

Captain : I have the honor to report the services rendered by my 
command, in the recent battles and skirmishes near Richmond, from 
the 25th ultimo to the 6th instant: 

The force under my command consisted of the fourth Virginia 
cavalry, Captain Chambe'rlain commanding, and the Jeff Davis legion 
of cavalry. 'On the 2oth ultimo, I had a line of pickets from Wood- 
ring's shop, on the Ashland road, along that road to Ashland, and thence 
towards Hanover Court-House to the residence of Colonel Wickham. 
On the afternoon of that day, after General Jackson's advance guard 
had reached the neighborhood of Ashland, a company of the eighth 
Illinois cavalry drove in my videttes from the point where the Ashcake 
road crossed the Telegraph road. I ordered Lieutenant Smith, of the 
Black Horse cavalry, fourth Virginia, with seventeen men, to drive 
the enemy back. He charged at once, and the enemy fled, leaving two 
horses dead on the road, carrying off one man killed and one wounded 
in the charge. Lieutenant Smith had two men wounded, private 
Crump, aim broken, and private Robertson, wounded slightly. The 
telegraph wire which had been cut was immediately restored. 

Thursday, 26th ultimo, moved with the cavalry brigade to tho 
neighborhood of Pale Green church, and bivouacked. Friday, 2?th 
ultimo,' the brigade moved towards Old church. By command of the 
General, I sent forward to clear the road, company F, (Georgia 
Huzzars, Captain Waring,) of the legion. The pickets of the enemy" 
were discovered at a point two miles from Old church, and Lieutenant 
Waldron and private Herwellman succeed in overtaking two of. thd 
lancers, and killed one and wounded the other who was subsequently 
captuied. A piece of the. horse artillery was advanced, under Cap- 
tain Pelham, and fired in the direction of thechurch. Subsequently 
it was ascertained that the firing put to flight one thousand or fifteen 
hundred of the enemy's cavalry, in that vicinity. My command being 
i in front, the Jeff Davis legion on the right, the brigade advanced to- 
wards Cold Harbor. Captain Avery, duting the forenoon, was 
detached to advance on a line with the infantry skirmishers, to the 
left of our line of battle, which had been pushing forward since an 
early hour in the morning. About one o'clock, we reached the im- 
mediate vicinity of the battle, which was raging near Cold Harbor. 
My column was advanced and placed in position tocharg3 the infantry 
of the enemy if it should make any attempt to flank our infantry or 
should break through it. I lefc, by order of the General, to post a 
squadron on picket on the Old Church road, to our left, leaving Major 
Stone iu command. 
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Shortly before I returned, I learned that a brisk cannonade began in 
front of the column, and that it was rapid and well directed. Private 
C. Warwick, company C, fourth Virginia regiment, waa killed by a 
shell, and Captain Williams of the same regiment,* wounded in the head 
by a piece of a shell. Later in the day, after my return, the column 
was again exposed to a very heavy fire from a battery of field pieces 
in front; and the command was moved out of range -and formed suffi- 
ciently near to charge, in the event of its services being needed. 
About dark all firing ceased, the' enemy moved off the field. After 
dark my command accompanied the General, with the seventeenth Vir- 
ginia cavalry and Cobb's legion (cavalry) in pursuit t6wards Dispatch 
Station. Nothing was seen of the enemy, and we returned and 
bivouacked near the battle field. 

Saturday, 28th ultimo, at an early hour, my command, in obedience 
to orders, reconnoitred the country around Old church towards the 
New Market road, and discovered that the enemy's cavalry had, during 
the previous afternoon, retired towards the White House. I joined 
the brigade at IDispatch Station, and moved with it the same afternoon 
to the vicinity of Tunstall Station. Here the artillery of the brigade 
drove back a squadron of the enemy's cavalry. We bivouacked at 
this point, and next day advanced to the White House. Captain 
Avery, second legion and Lieutenant Murry, fourth cavalry, with 
three companies, were dismounted, and with two pieces of the horse 
artillery, sent forward to engage a large gunboat lying off the White 
House. The boat was compelled to retire, and the brigade took pos- 
session of the place, with the large and valuable stores abandoned by 
the enemy in his precipitate Sight. 

The preceding night large fires were seen in the direction of the 
White House. This place was now a scene of desolation. The house 
was wantonly burned, with its contents, many of the shade trees were 
felled, and all of the fencing had disappeared. This once beautiful 
estate, made more interesting by associations connected with the great 
leader of the first revolution, George- Washington, now utterly 

* despoiled, forcibly reminded us that we were contending against a foe 
respecting nothing, sparing nothing. , 

Scattered over the fields were abandoned wagons and ambulances, 
mules, tents, commissary and quaitermasters' stores. Hundreds of 
bonfires had been made by the enemy of whate^r was combustible. 
Still an immense amount of property was, left uninjured. My com- 
mand was supplied with abundant rations for three days, and the horses 
with forage from the enemy's supplies. 

* Monday, 30th June, my command with Pelham's artillery now 
moved towards the Forge bridge, encountering a few of the. enemy's 
skirmishers. It was discovered as the bridge was approached, that the 
enemy already held the position with infantry, cavalry and artillery. 
Captain Pelham was advanced with two of his pieces to a point within* 
four hundred yards of the bridge and opened with his pieces, (howitzers.) 
He was replied to by two rifled pieces ; but soon sileneed them, and 
they withdrew to the hills beyond the river. A reconnoitering force 
was crosssd over the river to examine the position assumed by the 
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enemy, and was charged upon by cavalry in the afternoon. In order 
to clear the road of the cavalry, Captain Pelham was ordered, with 
two twelve-pounder howitzers, to take position on the bridge and shell 
the road. Just as«he unlimbered, the enemy opened upon him with 
two rifled pieces, one only four hundred ^ards distant. As this 
gun had been turned upon the road occupied by the pieces of Captain 
Pelham, its fire* was- very accurate and rapid, yet in fifteen minutes 
the enemy was driven away, with a loss of two men, and two horses 
killed and several wounded. The force of the enemy had been sent 
to repair the bridges, and had begun work when we attacked them. 
As far as could be ascertained, the enemy had one regiment of infantry 
a squadron of cavalry and two pieces of artillery in the forenoon, and 
this force was increased towards the afternoon. 

During the following night and forenoon, two squadrons of the 
brigade were on picket above and below the*Forge Bridge. 

Tuesday, 1st July, early in the morning, an ineffectual attempt was 
made, at the ford above the Forge Bridge, to drive the pickets from 
their post. Private Robertson, of company D, Jeff Davis legion, 
posted as vidette, encountered four privates of a Jtfew York regiment, 
killed one and compelled the othfcr three to surrender. After this, 
th^ enemy retired and was not seen till next day. This command 

moved with the brigade to the farm of Reck, five or six miles 

from HaxalPs landing, where it bivouacked. 

Wednesday, July 2nd, a drenching rain fell during .the morning. 
A squadron from the command, composed of the Bojkin Rangers, 
Jeff Davis legion, Lieutenant Chestnut commanding, and the Black 
Horse company, fourth Virginia cavalry, Lieutenant Smith, was 
posted on picket, on a road leading towards Westover. Lieutenant 
Chestnut, with ten men in advance, supported by thirty of the re- 
serve, now charged upon a squadron of the enemy's cavalry, posted 
in the road, and compelled it to fall back, with the loss of one man 
killed and one horse captured. 

One piece from Stuart's -horse artillery, a twelve-pounder howitzer, 
Lieutenant Shaw commanding, had been ordered to report to me. I 
advanced on the' road leading to HaxalPs landing. This road leads at 
right angles to the River road, at an elevated point nearlj opposite the 
landing, which is from this point one-fourth of a mile distant. The 
space between this yad and the river is an open field, and the road 
leading to the landing, as. well as the whole field, is within easy 
range of the gunboats on the river. One gunboat was discovered at 
the landing. The advance guard, twenty-four guns, under Lieutenant 

, of Captain Williams' company, fourth cavalry, with six oV 

sight men from the legion, now deployed through the woods to gather 
prisoners, directing their course towards the landing, with instruc- 
tions to keep out of sight of the boat, as far as possible. Accom- 
panying the advance guard, I proceeded to the neighborhood of 
HaxalPs landing, and, having found that the Monitor and Galena 
were in front of the house, about two hundred yards distant, suspect- 
ing that I might find some of the enemy, lurking about the overseer's 
house, immediately on the bank of the river, -with private Volney 
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Metcalf, of company A*, Georgia legion, I succeeded in getting to the 
rear of the house, about sixty yards from the Monitor and Galena, 
and captured three prisoners, with arms, one being a sailor from tho 
Monitor. Our character seeming to he undiscovered by the gunboats, 
I ordered five of my* men, and as many prisoners, into the field, near 
the river bank, to drive away some twenty-five or thirty mules there 
feeding, some with harness on. As my men had Yankee overcoats 
and caps on, and were assisted by Yankees, I^was permitted to move 
off with one hundred and fifty prisoners and guns and £he mules to a 
place of security.. In the meantime, the main column had been "ad- 
vanced on the River roaM, towards Shirley, within two hundred yards 
of the point at which the road turns abruptly to the left. In the 
angle thus formed are thick woods, and from thes3 shots were fired 
' at the head of the column, slowly retiring. Ordering in Captain 
Avery's company as sharpshooter's, dismounted, I again advanced ; 
but halted the column when I found that our sharpshooters were out- 
numbered. Suspecting that the enemy were in ambush, I ordered the 
howitzer to the front, and, in the meantime, discovered a regiment of 
infantry behind a line of bushes, beyond the turn of the road and on 
the right. Upon elevated ground, masking the guns, I was enabled 
to open fire unexpectedly upon the regiment, which proved to be the 
forty-second New York; or Tammany regiment, one of the best, it is 
€aid, in the service of the enemy. This force was soon driven in 
confusion and rapidly towards Berkeley. Our skirmishers had cap- 
tured three prisoners of the enemy and killed them. Pursuit was 
made as rapidly as. the skirmishers could proceed through the woods. 
The Tammany regiment was, however, too fieet for U3, and reached 
the main body of McClellan's army at Berkeley before we reached it. 
I was checked in pursuit by finding a brigade in line of battle across 
the r 4 oad, and a gunboat getting into position. I had only six rounds 
of ammunition left for the howitzers, and three hundred men. " Many 
wagons, ambulances and stores destroyed, and wounded left at Hax- 
all's, disclosed the confusion which must have prevailed in the retreat- 
ing army. Privates Volney Metcalf and William Barnard of company 
A, of the legion, deserve especial notice for their boldness- and 
activity at the landing. We returned at night to our bivouack at 
Rock's. Thursday, July 3rd, moved with the brigade to Phillips', 
on the road to -Westover, and while the horse artillery was shelling 
the. woods; I was ordered to reconnoitre to the left, and to advance to 
a point opposite the mouth of Herring cr.eek, a place-called Dr. Wil- 
cox's. 1 reached this point ar^d observed that the enemy was massed 
above the mouth of the creek. A large fleet of sail vessels, sixty or 
seventy in number, were dropping down the stream. Several ocean 
steamers followed them, and .great activity prevailed on the river. 
Six or Beven gunboats were discovered. One of them opened upon 
tis with tolerable precision. I moved the command out of range and 
reported the facts. y 

•Friday, July 4th, my command was on picket during the day, on 
the left of the infantry, and occasionally skirmished with the en- 
<emj\ Captain, Richardson's company, (B,) of the legion, was 



424 



deployed as skirmishers in the woods near Evelington heights, and 
succeeded in killing three hundred of the enemy's skirmishers. With 
Captain Strother's company, I again visited Dr. Wilcox's, first driv- 
ing off a company of the enemy's cavalry. We killed one horse 
and wounded one man. I was compelled by a large infantry force 
to return to my line of pickets. 
. Saturday, July 5tb, was spent in our bivouac. 

Sunday, July 6th, I was relieved of the command of the fourth 
Virginia cavalry, and started on my return to Richmond, reaching 
camp next day with the legion. Lieutenant Fisher, company B, with 
fourteen men of the legion, on his way from camp to join the legion, 
then on tho Chickahominy, assi ted by Lieutenant Yager and three 
privates of the fourth Virginia cavalry, captured a company of the 
Eucktail regiment, consisting of the captain, one lieutenant and fifty- 
one non-commissioned officers and men. Among the officers of my 
command, during the eventful period of time covered by this report', 
I would mention Major Stone r Captains Avery and Waring, and 
Lieutenants Waldham, Chestnut and Moseley of the legion- Cap- 
tains Chamberlain and Stfother/and Lieutenants Merchant, Smith 
and Payne, .of the fourth Virginia cavalry; Captain Pelham and 
Lieutenant Shaw, of the horse artillery. It is hard and difficult to 
make a distinction, where officers and men vie with each other in the 
performance of their duty, . 

Respectfullv submitted, 

•WILLIAM L. MARTIN, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding* 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT ROBINS. 

•Headquarters Ninth Regiment Virginia Cavalry, ) 

Camp Cary. $ 

To Captain Norman Fitzhugh, A. A. Gmtral : £ * ^ 

Captain : In pursuance of orders from yourself, I proceeded, on 
the morning of the 22d of July, with a detail of ninety men and 
three.commissioned officers, from the third, fourth, fifth and ninth 
regiments Virginia cavalry, to 'march through the counties of King 
William, King and Queen, and Gloucester, to Glopcester Point. 

The object of the scout was the arresting and bringing to the head- 
quarters of the General commanding cavalry brigade, all deserters 
and disloyal citizens, whom I might find in those counties. When I 
arrived in King and Queen county, it was reported to me that the 
enemy had landed troops consisting of infantry and cavalry, at Glou- 
cester Point, from Yorktown on the opposite shore. Not being entirely 
satisfied of the correctness of the report, and being determined to 
find out for myself, I did not discontinue the march, but proceeded to 
Gloucester Point, having thrown forward a reliable scout, in order to 
ascertain certainly if the enemy was really at the point, and in what 
force. At Plain View, my scouts returned with the information that 
the enemy had only spent a short time in Gloucester, and had again 
embarked and gone back to York. Having again resumed the line of 
march, I advanced th^ main column to a point about four miles> from 
Gloucester Point, and sent forward a small party and established my 
pickets at the point, in full sight of the enemy at York and his gun- 
boats in the river, in order that I might watch him closely to prevent 
his either landing in front or sending troops up the river to cut off 
my retreat. ' ' 

I found in the river, in the vicinity of Yorktown, two gunboats and 
a large transport. I sent a party to burn the huts at Gloucester 
Point, and also the wharf at that place, in order to prevent the land- 
ing of cavalry with facility. The enemy had frequently crossed the 
river with cavalry and had harassed the citizens of Gloucester and 
King, and Queen in predatory excursions. I succeeded in committing 
to the flames the huts, notwithstanding the efforts of a gunboat lying 
in the stream, which did not cease to sh^ll the party during the ac- 
complishment of the work, with no casualty to us, as I am happy to. 
inform you. The men having been accustomed to gunboats at tho 
White House and other points, did not seem to be at all disturbed by 
the large sh' ells that* were thrown far over their heads, shrieking 
and crashing through the woods beyond. ' I did not succeed in burn- 
ing the wharf, as the gunboat, finding out my intention, took up a 
position abojit fifty yards from it,-and from which she could sweep it 
with gra*pe and canister. 

I then withdrew the column to Gloucester Court-House, leaving a 
picket at the point, and remained at the former plaice in order that I 



426 

might be able to continue the arresting of deserters and disloyal per- 
sons, which I had commenced immediately upon arriving in the 
county. I succeeded in arresting eighteen deserters, three disloyal 
citizens, and three free negroes, charged with ferrying over to the 
enemy runaway slaves, and also arrested and brought up two con- 
scripts. Having .done all that 1 could at tbte time,*I took up the line 
of march *on my return on the 26th of July. . Marching by easy 
stages, and** lying over one day at Walkerton, in King and Queen 
county, for the purpose of resting the horses, I arrived and'reported 
to you on the 30th of July. 

It only remains for me to add that the hospitality of the citizens 
all along the road wars unprecedented. There are in those counties 
large quantities of grain and beef, long forage and bacon. The citi- 
zens of those counties urged me to represent to the General com-* 
rnanding the cavalry the ■ necessity of keeping a small cavalry force 
in tlfe vicinity of Gloucester Point, say one squadron, which would 
be subsisted (both men and horses) without expense to the Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of protecting the road leading to Richmond. If 
this were done, large quantities of beef, mutton, bacon and such 
things as are necessary for the sick and wounded, would be sent 
to the latter place. This force w r ould keep open the road to Rich- 
mond leading from the counties of King and 'Queen, Essex, Middle- 
sex, and Matthews, in all of .which counties are large military stores. 

While at Gloucester Point my picket reported a large transport 
filled with men. leaving - the wharf at York. She went out of the 
river and returned in the course of six or eight hours, light, and 
when Lleft was loading with stores of some Sbort/ 
. The citizens in the vicinity of Gloucester Point reported toYne that 
the guns in the fort at York had been bursted some short time before. 
The reports induced me to believe that the enemy is evacuating 
Yorktown. 

I am, Captain, respectfully, 

W. T. ROBINS, 
First Lieutenant commanding scout. 



REPORT OF COLONEL COBB. 



Headquarters Georgia Legion, July 17, 1862. 

Captain : In compliance with the order of General Stuart/ I have 
the honor to report the operations of the cavalry under my command . 
'from the 26th June to 10th July : 

We left our camp on an hour's notice, on the evening of the 25th 
June, joining General Stuart upon the Brooke turnpike, and contin- 
uing the march until we met the army of General Jackson, near Ash- 
land, that night. Nothing special occurred with my command on 
26 th. 

On the 27th, near close of the battle of Cold Harbor, we were or- 
dered forward into the field. The position in which we were halted ex- 
posed my entire line to the fire of one of the enemy's batteries, which 
lost no time in opening upon us. Finding my men immediately within 
the range, and the shell striking under their horses and exploding 
over their heads, I promptly removed them under the cover of the hill. >. 
Fortunately, no casualty occurred. 

On Saturday, 28th, one of my squadrons, under command of Major 
Detoney, was in advance, with orders to proceed to Dispatch Station. 
Finding it defended by a cavalry force, they were promptly charged 
and put to flight. On pursuing . them beyond the railroad, another 
company of cavalry were found in line, who were promptly charged 
and routed. The only. casualties to this squadron were a flesh wound 
received in the arm by Lieut Early ; a slight sabre cut on the head by 
a private, (Walters,) and a. slight wound to one or two horses. Our suc- 
cess enabled us to cut the wires and break the communication between 
the enemy and his base. While separated from the main column, on . 
the 28th, my command captured three wagons and teams of the enemy, 
and several'prisoriers, that were sent to the rear. 

On Sunday, 29th, I was detached and ordered to proceed to Tun- 
stall's Station, to destroy the track, cars, etc., at that point, which 
was done. On that evening, I rejoined the command at the White 
House. 

On Monday, 30th, by order, I left one squadron at the White 
House, to complete the work of destruction there, with orders to pre- 
serve certain property, and send it to Richmond. * This squadron did 
not rejoin me until after theiOth. I continued with the^ column un- 
til Thursday, 3d July, when I was ordered by General Stuart' to take 
position near Shirley, on James river^ in the rear of the enemy. 
This position I occupied until the K th. ' I found the rear guard con- 
sisted of about two thousand .infantry, one battery of artillery, and 
about five hundred cavah'y. These protected a wagon train of three 
or four hundred wagons. With the assistance of a few guns and two 
regiments of infantry, I think -I could have captured this train and 
its guard, and I applied accordingly, to General Lee and General 
Stuart. They were not furnished, doubtless for good reasons, until- 
General A: P. Hill arrived, on the 6th I believe, at which time the 
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entire train and guard Jiad crossed the creek, and joined the main 
army. 

My scouts brought in numerous prisoners, who were sent to the 
rear, end my command collected a large number of small arms, and 
other stores which were secured. 

The casualties in my command were : • 

Company A — Private Hillens, killed, first squadron, at Cold Har- 
bor. Lieutenant Early, wounded, third squadron, at Dispatch Sta- 
tion. Private Walters third squadron, at Dispatch Station. Missing, 
private Burr,, fourth squadron, taken prisoner at Shirley. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS R. R. COBB, 
Colonel , commanding Georgia Legion. 



REPORT OF COLONEL McGOWAN. 



Headquarters Fourteenth Regiment South Carolina Vols., ) 
Near Richmond, Va., July 10, 1362. J 

Captain L. C. Haskell, A. D. C: 

Captain : I have* the honor to. make the following report of the 
operations of the fourteenth regiment South- Carolina volunteers, un- 
der my command, in the late battles around Richmond : 

On Wednesday, the 25th of June, the brigade was encamped at 
Smith's farm, on the Chickahominy, and my regiment went on picket 
duty that morning. During the day, all the brigade, except my regi- 
ment, was ordered to move up the river, towards Meadow Bridge. C 
was informed that other troops would relieve me on picket during 
Wednesday night, and, in that case, I was to follow and join the brig- 
ade. # It turned out, however, we were not relieved. The regiment 
remained on«picket all the night, next day, and the next night, being 
two days without rest or sleep. 

About ten o'clock, A. M., on Friday, we could discover, from our 
picket post on the hills, that the enemy was retreating, and our 
friends pursuing them down the opposite bank of the Chickahominy. 
As soon as the enemy had cleared our front, I sent two companies 
(Captains Wood and Taggart) down to the river to communicate, if 
possible, with General Gregg. They there found Captain Harry* 
Hammond, of the General's staff, who, not being able to get his horso 
across the river, came on foot to the regiment, delivered an order for 
us to join the brigade, and guided us on the march. ,We had great 
difficulty in crossing the river, as the enemy had torn up and burnt 
the bridge (the uppper new bridge) the night before. . We succeeded, 
however, in repairing it, so that the regiment crossed and moved on, 
under a constant fire of shells from one of the enemy's batteries. The 
ambulance and surgeon's wagon had, however, to make the circuit by 
Mechanicsville, and arrived about the time the battle began. The 
day was intensely hot, and the regiment being much fatigued, Captain 
Hammond led us to a point near w 7 here the brigade was engaged, on 
the extreme right of the enemy, and halted us, to rest for a few mo- 
ments, whilst he went forward to see the General. At this moment 
the battle opened with great fury, and, exhausted as we were, wo 
were at once ordered forward. By the direction of the General, and 
under his own eye, I formed line of battle in the rear of Crenshaw's 
battery, (which ceased firing for a moment to allow us to pass,) and 
charged, at the double-quick, down the hill, between the guns, straight 
towards the heavy firing in the front. I was informed by the Gen- 
eral I would find the regiments of Colonels Edwards and Barns in 
the skirt of woods bordering the field occupied by the enemy. As 
' soon, therefore, as we had crossed the boggy ravine in the woods, and 
commenced to ascend the hill beyond, I halted the regiment, and sent 
out, in every .direction, to find the regiments indicated. The thicket 



430 



was very dense, and for the fear of firing into friends, I went forward 
myself to the edge of the field held by the enemy,* calling aloud for 
the friends who were supposed to be there. I soon found that no 
friends were in front of us, for the enemy had retaken possession of 
the field, and were in the act of establishing a battery .at the edge of 
the woods near where my regiment sto&d. Seeing the enemy in 
front, and hearing nothing of our friends, I ordered the fourteenth to 
advance alone, through the woods to the fence, to drive the enemy 
back and hold that position, which was promptly and gallantly done. 
For a long time we held this position, without any assistance what- 
ever. During this period, the enemy once made an effort to turn our 
left flank, but was repulsed by the left companies, under Lieutenant 
Oolciiel Simpson.' - The left wing of the regiment was then advanced 
over the fence' and through the pine thicket, making nearly a right 
aiglc with the right wing, but it was soon drawn back to its original 
position. At length a North Carolina regiment came up on our right, 
and a Georgia regiment on our left. Endeavoring to act in concert 
with these, we made a charge on the batteries in front of us,*but 
finding the distance so much greater than was expected, «in an open 
field, under a terrific cross fire of musketry, grape shot and canister, 
the men, after having gone over half the distance, were compelled to 
lie down, and were soon after ordered to retire, and occupy their 
former position. 

In this charge I -received a severe bruise on my right side, from a 
grape shot, which, for a -short time, disabled me. We never yielded, 
foran instant, our original position. We held it, except when charg- 
ing, all the afternoon. We held it at the time the batteries were 
finally carried, late in the evening; and, after the struggle was over, 
fell upon the ground, entirely exhausted, and slept there, surrounded 
by the dead and dying. 

1 grieve to state that the list of killed and w r ounded in this battle is 
large. Lieutenant Plunket, company II, was shot twice, and glori- 
ously died on the field. Major Carter, Captains Brown, Taggart and 
Croft, Lieutenants Brun3on, 0. W. Allen, Stephens, McCarley, Dkr- 
rah and Carter, were wounded, besides many others killed and 
wounded — a list of whom is hereto attached. "Some have since died. 
The whole regiment acted in the most satisfactory manner, and where 
all did their duty, it is impossible to discritniaato without injustice. 
Lieutenant Colonel Simpson and Major Carter were always active in 
preserving order and encouraging the men. Adjutant Reedy was 
also active, until he was wounded and left the field. William F. 
Nance, Esq., of Newbury, happened to be with the regiment when it 
left the picket station, (Friday, at noon) and being unwilling to re- 
main a mere spectator at such a time, he voluntarily accompanied us, 
and made the charge of that evening with the regiment; Captain C. 
fl. Suber, A. Q. M., as directed, remained with the train, at our camp, 
on Smith's farm. % 

In regard to the fight of Monday night, the General well knows 
how suddenly we were called upon to go into it. We had marched 
ull day until late in the evening, and soon after we arrived in the 
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neighborhood of the fight, it was represented to us that the. enemy 
was turning the left of our lines. I was directed to form the four- 
teenth, whiqh was the leading regiment, in line of battle immedi- 
ately, and to send forward, through the thick undergrowth, skirmish- 
ers to feel the enemy and ascertain his position. 1 accordingly sent 
forward Captain West, who threw out his men as. skirmishers, and 
gallantly advanced some three hundred yards towards our left and 
front. In a few minutes he returned, stating he had found General 
JFeatherston in the undergrowth, wounded, who informed him the en- 
emy's skirmishers were, all around him — that he was in danger of be- 
ing captured, and if any Confederate troops were near at hand, they 
should advance at once. As soon as Captain West made- this report, 
my regiment was ordered forward through a perfect jungle of vines 
and bashes. , We took the direction indicated by the skirmishers, and 
as soon as we approached the open ground, in which the enemy had 
hastily thrown up a breastwork, we fell upon 'his skirmishers, who, 
upon our approach, scattered and fled in every direction. The regi- 
ment halted at the edge of the cleared ground, and volley after volley 
was thrown into the ranks of the enemy, who returned upjn us a 
very hot and fatal fire. In this musketry fight, some of my men 
having obtained patent cartridges, shot seventy times. At one time, 
just after 4ark^the belief seemed to take possession of the enerny,as 
it did Gf ourselves, that we were mulually fighting friends, and tlie 
firing ceased 'for a time entirely. During # the cessation of fire, an 
officer came over to us and enquired who w T e were. 1 demanded to 
know to what regiment he belonged ? to whi<jh he replied, " the twen- 
tieth Indiana," which was in the woods to our left and front ; there- 
upon he was politely informed that he was in the midst of. th? four- 
teenth regiment South Carolina volunteers, and at the same time 
ordered to the rear for safe keeping. A few moments after this in- 
terview, an officer of the enemy was distinctly heard to give the 
command, "commence firing," and immediately the whole ridge in our 
front was a sheet of flame. They, poured into the regiment, for a 
short time, the most destructive fire. We, however, held our ground, 
and returned the fire until the enemy fled. The fourteenth certainly 
fired the last gun in the battle of. Monday. We remained on the 
ground until alt the firing had ceased, and then" joined the other reg* 
iments of the brigade. Once. during the evening, the enemy endeav- 
ored to turn our left flank, but Lieutenant Colonel Simpson directed* 
upon them the fire of the left companies, and with distinguished gal- 
lantry, drove them back. If we could have had a regiment on our 
left, we certainly would have captured the twentieth Indiana regi- 
ment. In this contest, also, as well as that of Friday, we lost many 
valuable officers and men. Captain^ Owens, Harper and Stuckie were 
wounded ; the first trc$, I fear, very seriously. Lieutenant Davis 
died gallantly on the field ; and Lieutenants Watson and Miller, were 
wounded, besides many others killed and wounded, a list of whom is 
enclosed. ' 

Seven captains went into the fight"; six were wounded, leaving only 
one for duty, • % 
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Id the combat of Monday night, we took about twenty prisoners, 
the names and regiments of some of whom are remembered: Harri- 
son Patrick, twelfth Pennsylvania reserves, company (B) ;. Frederick 
Harvey, fortieth New York, company (H) ; Captain Reid, twentieth 
Indiana regiment, company (K,) and fifteen or sixteen others, mostly 
of the twentieth Indiana regiment. Having no place to keep these 
prisoners, they were turned over, by my direction, to a mounted es- 
cort in charge of prisoners. 

As we were going into the charge, General Pryor, (in rear of whose 
brigade we passed,) presented to General Gregg a battle-flag, bearing 
upon its folds the names, of " Williamsburg," and " Seven Tines," 
and belonging to St. Paul's* Louisiana battery, which the General en- 
trusted to the fourteenth for that occasion. I called upoq company 
(D,) the flag company, for a flag-bearer, and T. W. Carmile, qiyte a 
youth, volunteered to carry it, and did carry it through the fight with 
great gallantry. It was struck by balls times during the contest, 
and yet the bearer escaped unhurt. I recommend young Carmile to 
the favorable consideration of the General, for his distinguished gal- 
lantry. . 

I cannot omit to mention, also, the services of Lieutenant James 
Dunlap, of company (F,)»who, in addition to his other laborious du- 
ties as commanding officer of his company, after his g&Hant Captain 
•Owens had fallen, discharged, a^so, at my request, the duties of ad- 
jutant of' the regiment. Intake pleasure in commending him as a 
most faithful and efficient officer. 

As my adjutant and both orderlies were shot down in the first ac- 
tion, (orderly White was killed, and orderly Harris seriously, if not 
mortall^, wounded,) I am unable to to give the exact number that 
went into the different combats. I know that several fainted, and 
many brokefcdown on the Inarch. I judge that about Jive hundreds 
went into the fight on Friday, and about two^ hundred into that of 
Monday evening. It will be seen that our loss is more than half tho 
number engaged. We lost, Friday, eighteen killed, and one hun- 
dred and ninety-seven wounded and missing ; and on Monday, eleven 
killed and sixty-five wounded and missing — tvtul, two hundred and 
ninety -one. 

Some of thos« reported as wounded, have, since died/ I have heard 
of the deaths of Captain Owens, Sergeant Franks, and Albert Boyce, 
and I greatly fear that others have and that many will still die. 

The honored .and lamented dead have laid down their lives in a 
just cause — defending their country from invasion, and their homes 
from pollution. They died gallantly. Their names will be em- 
balmed in history as martyrs of liberty, and added 10 the long roll 
of Carolina's heroes. 

I have been'greatly indebted to Surgeon Htifct, and Assistant Sur- 
geon Youngblood, and their assistants, for their indefatigable at- 
tention to the numerous wounded. 

Hoping that the General will be satisfied with the conduct of the 
regiment, I am. very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

**§ - • S. McGOWAN, Coif Uth regt S. (7. Vols. 
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REPORT OF COLONEL BROCKENBROUGH. 



Camp Fortieth Virginia Regiment, 
July 24, 1862. ' ' *J 

* Captain : 1 have the honor, to submit the following as nfy report 
the operations of the fortieth Virginia volunteers, in the recentyj)jt£- 
tles around Richmond : 

On th£ afternoon of the 26th June, this regiment, beingin.adirau.ee, 
was the first *to cross the Cnickahoininy at Meadow Bridge. Ad- 
vancing towards Mechanicsville, we encountered the enemy's pickets, 
at intervals, and drove them before us uutil we reached the pillage. 
Receiving orders at this point to charge the enemy in their strong 
position, we "advanced rapidl} 7 under a galling. and murderous cross- 
fire of their artillery, until within musket range of them. Discover- 
ing that they occupied an entrenched position, separated from us by 
an almost impassable swamp, and about One hundred yards distant 
we entered into a severe engagement, which lasted until the retreat e£ 
the enemy after nightfall. Early aext morning, we were put under 
march to follow up the retreating foe, overhauling them near Gaines* 
Mill, on the evening of the 27th. Here, again we took part in that 
gallant charge, which resulted in their rout and the jcomplete success 
of our arms. 

'On Sunday, the 29th, we recrossed the Chickahominy and marched 
down to Frazier's farm, the scene of Monday's battle. Here, before 
our division was ordered into the engagement, I was directed to deploy 
my regiment as skirmishers on the right flmk of the army, which 
deprived us of the privilege of entering into the engagement with the 
brigade. Receiving orders to follow on and engage the enemy's right, 
we proceeded to the position indicated and engaged (alone) a vastly 
superior force of the enemy. About night arose a loud cheering o$ 
the enemy's left, and a cessation of firing in that direction, whick 
induced us to believe that the contest had been decided Being iai 
doubt as to the result, we continued the engagement. ■ In the mean- 
time, the enemy, who had been decieved by the cheering on their left 
and within their lines, charged in force upon us. We poured several 
murderous fires into them,* whicl^ checked their advance, and though 
within twenty feet of us, caused them to retire to their original posi- 
tion. Their loss at this point was much heavier than upon any othes? 
portion of the field, being at least ten to one on our side. This ended! 
the series of battles in which the fortieth Virginia volunteers was en- 
gaged. Both officers and men, with few exceptions, were not at all 
wanting in gallantry and good conduct, and for the most part behavodl 
in the most praiseworthy manner. We sustained a lo&s of one hun- 
dred and eighty killed and wounded, being ab6ut one-half of tta 
t effective force of the reginient. 

I respectfully recommend the following promotions, viz. : Orderly 
Sergeant T. D. Ficklin, hs First Lieutenant, to fill vacancy oocar 
28 
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sioiaed by the death of First Lieutenant E. Brockenbrough, killed in 
the engagement of the 26th ; Sergeant Mflfor J. S. Seader, as Second 
Lieutenant, to fill vacancy occasioned by death of Second Lieutenant 
E. D. B. Sydnor, in the engagement of the SOth. Orderly Sergeant 
Ficklin and Sergeant Major Seader were both wounded in the engage- 
ment of the 27th, and while they behaved gallantly during the battles 
of the 26th and* 27th, their, conduct was about equal to and not con- 
spicuously above that of many others in the same company. • I 
recommend them upon the petition of a majority o"f those over whom 
they will have command, and from my confidence, derived from per- 
sonal acquaintance, in their capacity and qualifications to ^discharge 
ably and faithfully the duties of the offices for which th*ey are recom- 
mended. • 

* Very respectfully your obedient servant, % 

J. M. BROCKENBROUGH, 
' * . Col Ai)th Va. Vols. 



REPORT OF COLONEL WILLIAM SMLTH. 



Headquarters Forty-ninth Virginia Volunteers, > 
Second Brigade, Hugers Division, July 1862. J 

General: In consequence of the degree of importance attached to 
the battle of the 25th June, within the lines (or front) of Brigadier 
General Wright, and of your order, I respectfully report* as follows : 
t On the morning of the 25th June, a considerable firing having* been 
heard «on your left, or rather on the right of General Wright's 
position* you ordered me to move my regiment, consisting of about 
one hundred and fifty rank and file, being the - number not on 'other 
Auty: Approaching the scene of tonflict, you ordered me to take a 
position in the woods to assist a movement which you thought the en- 
emy might make to flank one of our regiments, the fourth Georgia, 
which had lain, down on the wheat near French's house, or to flank tho 
enerry, should it cat any time prove judjcious to do so Having or- 
dered the forty-first Virginia to support me, I remained in my posi- 
tion for some hours, when, shortly before^ sunset, a large regiment, 
the forty-eighth North Carolina, Colonel Hill, appeared upon the„fielii, 
in, line of battle, and opened upon the enemy with spirit and effect. 
Just before doing so, I received your order to flank the enemy*; the 
order was promptly obeyed. I was moving by the left flank, and ordered 
the forty-first Virginia to keep close to my right. Before, however, 
my flank movement was completed, by being within a satisfactory dis- 
tance of the enemy, the North Carolinians broke and precipitately 
retired, the en'emy pursuing them. With but a fragment af %j own 
regiment, and unsupported by the forty-first Virginia, which had been 
unaccountably (at the time) detained in the woods, in tl^ presence of 
a greatly superior force of the enemy, and without assurance of sup- 
port from any quarter, I was in great doubt for a moment # as to my 
line df d-uty. But it was for a moment only. I ordered my left wing 
to open f upon the enemy, the right having already secured a mo«t fa- 
vorable position, which was promptly obeyed. The effect was magi- 
cal. I arrested the pursuit of the North Carolinians instantly. The 
enemy broke in 'dismay, with but little effort at resistance, and the 
field was soon my own." But for the unfortunate detention of the 
forty-first 'Virginia, we must have realized much more complete re- 
sults. As it was., we recovered all the ground we had lost, killed and 
wounded a number* of the enemy, took a few prisoners, whom their 
guard were ordered to report to you, and closed the day very differ- 
ently from what the enemy anticipated in the morning. I had not 
time to give the 'field a close examination, as it was getting quite late, 
and my time was.occupied'in forming a new line of battle cf the va- 
rious regiments as they came up, to receive a ne% attack 'of the en-* 
emy which was expected. , • * ' . . , 

I am glad to inform you that my loss was not heavy. ^ Lieutenants 
Boyd and Colbert .were severely wounded — Lieutenant Boyd being 
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permanently disabled — and six men were wounded, some of them dan* 
geroualy. 

. • ♦ ' WILLIAM SMITH, 

Colonel forty-ninth Virginia Volunteers. 

N. B. I had commenced my report before I received your order to 

prepare it, hence the character of my first paragraph. 



t • 



^REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES. 

k Fifty-Seventh Virginia Volunteers, ) 

July 14, 1862. J 

Captain J. D. Darden, A. A. A. General: + 

Our regiment was drawn up in line of battle along a string of fence, 
about nine o'clock, on the morning of the 1st July, near the battle 
field of this memorable day. We were ordered to lie down, to pre- 
vent being too muih exposed to the shell of the enemy that was flying 
over our heads in every direction all the - time we remained • in this 
position. Four men were slightly wounded during* this part of the, „ 
engagement. The left company of the regiment was posted beyond 
a small swamp, from the balance of the regiment, and were compelled 
to move lo'jer down during the evening, to get out of the range of 
the shell, which, at this time, began 1;o fall pretty thick and uncom- 
fortably near. * • • 

At or aboufsix o'clock, P. Mi, orders passed down the lines for 
our Fegimeht to charge the enemy's batteries, when the whole. line 
were on their feet and started off with a defiant shout, 'and at a run, 
through a pine thicket, which had been literally torn to pieces by .the 
artillery of' the enemy, and a difficult pass**down a steep bluff over a 
ravine and up a hill which cleared us of the woodg and brought us in 
full view of the enemy and in direct range of their guns, ller^ we 
confidently expected to begin the engagement, but found the enemy 
still a long way off, and. posted in a very advantageous position ; but 
on we jsped, nothing daunted, and under partial cover of a hill ; but 
really exposed to a galling fire, we were brought to a halt<and formed* 
when our commanding Colonel, E. F. Keen, gave the word to charge, 
and taking the lead was followed in good order and steady ranks to the 
summit. Here we again halted, and seeing the stars and stripes floating 
defiantly before, we poured in a well directed fire and had the extreme 
gratification of seeing the colors totter and fall to the ground, while a 
wide gap was made* around it, as like wh,eat before the sickle. The 
hirelings wilted oefore Confederate fire. But a few well directed 
rounds had been fired when Captain J. J. Alhew, company K, had his 
right arm nearly shot off, and Captain T. J. Martin of company F, 
being instantly killed on the field, proved to the regiment an unfor- 
tunate affair, as these companies became cofifused, and the color- bearer • 
being stunned by a piece of a shell, left the field which tended to con- 
fuse the entire line, and we were ordered to fall back, which we did 
in some confusion. An attempt was made to rally the regiment to 'a 
second charge; but with partial success, as it was useless for a regi- 
ment or eve'h a brigade to charge against such . formidable odds as» 
greeted us. The colors were again carried to the summit of the hill;, 
but few men were found to rally a.thii^d time. under such a fire. 

Individual instances of heroic conduct might be here mentioned* of 
both officers and men, who even followed other regiments to the charge 
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again and again. But enough of this. The list already furnished will 
apeak more plainly than words of 'the part the fifty-seventh Virginia 
volunteers bore in the battle of July 1st. • 

I. forgot to mention that. company C, Captain Ilechman's company* 
was sent out on picket before we were ordered to the charge, and*was> 
consequently, not in the action. 

* » W. F. JAMES, 

Lieutenant Colonel Fifty - Seventh Virginia Volunteer?. 



CASUALTIES. 



• 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


• Total. 


Captains, 
Lieutenants, 


1 


1 


o- 


2 


0 


3 






Sergeants/ 


0 




0 


• ' ! 


Corpor.als, 


2 


2 


0 • 


\ ' 4 


Privates, , 


• 10 




17 '• 


99 














13 


83 


17 


113 



> E. F KEEN, 

Colcnel Fifty-Seventh Virginia Volunteers, 

Daniel Anington, 

Acting Adjutant. ' , 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEC GILMAM. . 

Frazier's Farm, Near Richmond, 7 
July 2nd, 1862. # J 

Brigadier General Armistead, 

Commandwg Fourth ^Brigade : 

Sir : I beg leave to submit the following report of the action si 
the ninth Virginia regiment during the battle of the l.st of July : 

On, the morning of the 1st of July, we left the Charles City road 
in pu^uit of the enemy, and arrived about ten o'clpck, A. M., at this 
farm. We were first left to guard |he road, to prevent a flank move^ 
raent of the enemy, and for two hours were exposed to a most appal- 
ling and incessant artillery fire, and, notwithstanding the .terror of 
its rage, my officers and men behaved with great coolness and gal- 
lantry. About five o'clock, we were ordered to change our positioa 
and take post in rear of and to support an artillery battery ; and, in 
about thirty minutes after, we were ordered to charge the enemy's 
battery, supporting Cobb's brigade. It is but just to say that no 
regiment ever charged with more impetuosity. On 'they went, with 
utmost speed, amidst the deadly fire of musketry and artillery. 
Having a foree to our * front, 'interfering with our' fire, we, by 
obkque to the right, came within good musket range of the opposing 
Mes of the enemy, and poured .in upon them volley after volley , 
until night closed the scene. 

Where all behaved so well, the mention of individual acts might 
eeem to. be invidious. But justice demands that I should call yom 
attention to the acts of Captain J. T. Kilby, company I, who, amidst 
the fire of the enemy, seized a flag of some regiment that had l>jee2 
broken and tried to rally its scattered remnants and bring them 
against the foe, and, while thus acting; the flag-staff was shot from 
his hand. Of Captain James I. Phillips, who, after our color-bearer 
was shot down and its guard scattered, preserved the colors of his 
regiment, and saved it from the dishonor of leaving its colors on the 
field, and restored them, still to wave in their proper; place. *Of 
Lieutenant James.F. Crocker, adjutant of the ninth regiment, who 
received several severe, if not mortal, wounds in bravely leading the 
regiment in front of its colors and encouraging the men . by his boU 
and gallant bearing. And I might, indeed, mention every officer oil 
the field as having done their duty nobly, not only in this fight, but 
in all the hard duty that we had to undergo for the last thirty days. 
, ^ In closing my report, it is with feelings of the deepest regret .that 
we have to number among the fallen- brave ' the names of Ca^taia 
Dennis Vermillion, company K ; second Lieutenant C. M. Do.sier, cf 
company I. These brave ana 1 gallant officers fell bravely fighting for 
their homes and firesides, martyrs to vandal tyranny; but a. grateful 
. country will cherish their sacrifice and preserve their memory. 

Below you will please find a duplicate report of tKe Casualties cj 
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cay regiment, which you will discover to be quite large, since I car- 
ried not exceeding one hundred and fifty effective fighting men on 
the field. Believing that my regiment did its duty faithfully, I cher- 
ish the hope' that we shall receive your kind approval. 

I have the honor to be, vour very obedient servant, 

JA^IES S. GILLIAM, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Ninth Virginia Regiment „ 



. . CASUALTIES. 

Company B — Killed : Loyd W. Drake. Wounded; Sergeant J. 
E. Pressor, Corporal J. Walker, .Junes Kello, B. Hight, John (x 0 > 
Kello, J. R; O'Donald, J. D. Smith. . Missing: W. E: Wornell, G. 
IVader, W. Brown, J. Jenkins. 

Company C — Killed : John T. Brown. Wounded : First Sergeant 
IS. C. Bfittain, second Sergeant Benjamin Dyson, fifth Sergeant 
teorick Wells, privates J, C. Cook, L. F. Chalkley, J.. L. Farmer, J. t 
K. Gregory, G. C. Hancock, Missing: II. B. Archer, W. R. Atkins, 
C. Graves. 

Company D— Killed : Brivate R. D. Saunders. Wounded: Private 
James H. Batlin. 

• Company E — Wounded: Sergeant Job n W. Hack, first Corpora! 
W. J. Banadolling. |^ 
Company F— Wounded : Privates W. Gray and Bray Waitdrc 
Missing : Privates W. J. Richardson, • Holland, Edmonds, and 
Addison. 

Company G — Killed : First Sergeant William H. White. Wound- 
ed: J. H. Grant, R. J£. Beaton, H. I. Phillips.- Missing : W. B. 
Beirnett, T. Johnson, W. J. Anderson, James Fundley. • 

Company I — Killed : Junior Second Lieutenant L. M. Doser, pri- 
vates, LuCaters W. Jones, ' Joseph Prentiss, Thomas Parker. 
Wounded : Second Sergeanjf H. B. Lewer, privates J. T. Baines\ 
Nathaniel Duke, .Nathan E. Jones, 4 Henry Waltem. Missing': 'Pri- 
vates G. W. Barnes, John H. Bidgood, James C. Bidgood, (was 
wounded,) Josiah Cupps, James King, Richard Quillon. 

Company K—^Killed: Captain Dennis Vermillion. Wounded; 
Private John Bennett. Missing : Fiske, (since learned Jo be, mortally 
bounded,) Richardson. 

Field and Staff— \Janies Y. Crocker, adjutant, seriously wounded 
in neck, arm and chest. 

JAMES S. GILLIAM, . 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Ninth Regiment Va. Volunteers. 



REPORT OF COLONEL TOMLIN, OF FIFTY-THIRD VIR^ 

GLNIA.. 

July, 10th, 1862. 
Captain J. D. Darden, A. A. General: * 

On the 29th of June, the fifty-third regiment, reduced in strength, 
by sickness and death, to a very small numfcer, marched from our 
camp, on the Richmond alid York River railroad, as a part of Briga- 
dier General Armistead's brigade, in purs,uitof # the enemy, retreating 
from before Richmond .to the James river. , • 

On Tuesday, the first day of July, after lying in the woods for 
some time, we marched in line of battle through the woods to. the 
edge of the field on Crew's farm. 'After receiving several orders. fronx 
General Araislead, through his aid, I waited upon him in person, 
and was instructed by him to throw forward into che field, to the dis- 
tance of fifty yards, one company as skirmishers, with a field officer 
in f command, and to support them if attacked, at every hazard, and in 
case of my wanting reinforcements, to -communicate the fact to* him, 
and he would send them. In obedience to his instructions, I ordered 
Lieutenant Colonel Waddill to execute this command, with Captain 
Martin's company. Immediately ^on deploying this company, the 
artillery was brought from the woods into the field, and the attack be- 
came sufficiently spirited and warm to justify the advance of my regi* 
men* to the support of my skirmishers. From the woods to the sum- 
mit of the hilt the ground was gently sloping.^ The men were ordered 
to trail arms, and, bending forward and low, t'o use, the crown of the 
hill as a protection, until they reached the position occupied by thQ 
skirmishers, where they were commanded to charge, and, at a run, 
drove the enemy back and advanced, and occupied a ravine, from fi>e to 
six hundred yards from the * woods. During this distance, we en- 
countered a red storm of every deadly missile. Fletcher Harwood, 
of company K, as color-bearer, while -gallantly bearing the flag 
ahead, was cut down by a shell, and, waving it around, called for 
some one to bear it along.. Instantly, Captain Martin, company I, 
seized th£ flag, and, with* words of encouragement, called on all 
to follow. The noble, manly conduct of. Captain Martin, was such 
as to challenge the admiration of all.. At this time, I was s'ome fifty 
yards ahead of my regiment, urging them to pass quickly this dan- 
gerous position, and therefore cannot speak, of my .personal knowl- 
edge, of the individual instance's of bravery and courage. But few 
of my regiment, as well as the other, three who started together, 
reached the ravine at this time. You will recollect that two of our 
companies were detached; on the 29th, to collect and guard stores, 
taken from the enemy, and* the other eight were so small,* and the offi- 
cers so few, that they, were consolidated into four companies/having 
only four captains for duty. Three of these reached the ravine, and 
one, Captain Edmondson, ^vas utterly exhausted,' and instantly taken 
so ill that I advised him to return with the assistance of one of his 
men. After remaing in this position for about an hour, I despatched 
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the .sergeant-major to General Armistead,'tp inform him of our posi- 
tion and condition, and .that, in my opinion, we ought to be reinforced. 
I have not . seen the sergeant-major since, now being siek, and re- 
ceived no reply. Some time between six and seven o'clock, General 
Wright brought wit]? him, into the ravine, *wo regiments, and formed 
line of battle *imnjc;iiatdy behind ours, ancf, addressing a few words, 
led the charge up the hill to the battery. Captain Saunders was se- 
verely wounded in the thjgh, soon after reaching the top of the hill 
The different numbers of our regiment were* formed* into one com- 
pany, under command, of Captain Martin, whose gallantry was not 
exceeded, by any one, in that memorable battle, and, with the other 
parts of the two brigades, were compelled to' fall back as often as they 
charged the batteries of the enemy. • Our line, composed of three 
regiments, was yet a short, one, with two colors, and, for our own 
company, it would have seemed that a musket would have been of 
more value than the color, but Corporal Pollard, company E, one of 
the color guard, insisted he would carry it, and,- when he fell, gal- 
lantly bearing 1 it along, handed it to a Georgian, who was fighting b'y 
his side. ' The darkness of the night separated us all, and, after nine 
o'clock, gave up the contest for the time. 

Out of one hundred^and seventv-eight men, thirty tfere killed and 
wounded. ■ 

Company Ai — Killed, none. Wounded, second Lieutenant Jas. D. 
Clay, in both thighs r seriausly ; privates James P. -Woodall, in shoul- 
der, slightly ; Mieajah It. Fenell, in hand, severely ; C. C. Hudson, in 
shoulder, slightly. # . * • . 

Company B — Killed', Sergeant Walter H. Boswell. . "Wounded, Capt. 
James Ij/L- Saunders, in thigh, severely; third Lieutenant Sylvester 
Richardson, in face, slightly ; private Daniel Robins, in foot, slightly. 

Company C — Killed, none. Wounded, privates J. C. Destin, in 
leg, severely ; N. G. Weaver-, in head slightly. 

Company D — Killed, Corporal W. T. Johnson. Wounded, Elkana 
Clements, in thigh, slightly. 

Company E — Killed, none. Wounded, Sergeant Wm. R. Barker, 
in arm and hip,' severely ; Cqrporal William A. Pollard, in face and 
shoulder, slightly. * 

Company F — On detached service. 
. Company G — Killed, none. Wounded, none. * 

Company H— On detached service. 

Company I — Killed, none. Wounded, Sergeant J. W. Whitehead, 
in knee, slightly ; Serg't D. S. Muse, in leg, severely ; privates J. C. T. 
Glass,* invhead, severely; T. J. Hudson, in shoulder, severely; J. II. 
B. Kcatts, in hand, slightly ; V. A. Linthicum, in hand, severely ; 
'J. E. Reach', in head and side, slightly; W, B Riddle, in head, 
slightly ; J. II. Simpson, in hand, {-lightly ; G. W. White, in face 
and shoulder, slightly; R. 11. L. Whitehead, in arm, severely. ; G. 

E. Mays, in leg, slightly. •'. . 

Comf>a.ny K — Killed, private W. D. Rock. Wounded, Sergeant 

F. F. Harwood, in leg, severely ; privates N. P. New, in thigh, 
slightly ; R. B. Gill, in leg, blightly ; R. H. Mayo, in hand; severely.* 
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. Recapitulation. ♦ 

Killed, three; wounded, twenty-seven.. Total, twenty-eight. 
Aggregate, thirty. ' 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, * " 

H/B.TOMLIN, 
Colonel, commanding 53d reg't V.a. Volunteers: 



REPORT OF MAJOR WADDILL. 

Headquarters Fiftv-Third, Virginia Regiment, > 

June 26, 1862. J 

Captain J. D. Darden, * 

A. D. G. £ A. A. A. General : 

Captain : I have the honor to report that, after a week's sickness, 
on the 25th instant, at half-past eleven, A. M., I returned to my regi- 
ment^ then on picket, and commanded by Captain W. R. Aylett, and 
St* the time engaging the enemy. (Captain Aylett immediately turned 
over the command to me, and used diligence to show me the position 
of our forces and the -enemy, and made the following report of the 
action of the regiment up to the time of my arrival: That on the 24th 
instant, at half-past four o'clock, P. M., the fifty-third Virginia regi- 
ment, the ninth Virginia regiment and the fifth Virginia battalion, 
were sent out to relieve the third Georgia .regiment, on the advance 
line, between the Williamsburg road and the York River railroad. 
Nothing of interest transpired during the night. • About eight, A. 
M., on the 25th instant, Captain Aylett, upon visiting the picket post 
on the extreme right of the line, resting on the Williamsburg road, 
was informed that one or more regiments of the enemy were advancing 
up the road, and about that • time heavy firing commenced on the 
other side of the road, when, it appeared the picket had been driven 
in. • Captioning his pickets to stand their ground until he could re- 
inforce them, Captain A. went for his reserves, consisting of .compa- 
nies A and D. This little force was, double-quicked to the support 
of- the picket, but before it could reach the line, the picket on the 
right, next^to the road, was met retiring before the enemy, who had 
suddenly advanced in overwhelming numbers, driving „them in by hi» 
immense odds and rapid advance. The reserve, together with the 
picket which had been driven in, were-promptly deployed *by Captain 
A., so as- to connect with that portion of our picket line which had 
not.been forced back. The men'were made to lie down behind trees, 
to conceal their small numbers and position., in order that the enemy 
might be held in check until reinforcements' could arrive. For one 
hour and a quarter did this little force, of only three small companies, 
maintain its position against two regiments, alone and unaided, and a 
storm of bullets rarely surpassed for severity. The men were ordered 
not to fire until they saw an object, and thought they could hit ijfc. 
Hence almost every shot told, as was indicated by the frequent cries* 
of those struck- . While the right of tiie fifty-third was enduring- this 
fire, the enemy; had advanced .on tire right, of the road, and thus 
flanked our position, and gotten even in the rear of a portion of it. 
Still Captain A. and his command held their g'round, until the noble 
twenty-fifth North Carolina came to their assistance, to whose gallant 
commander Captai^ A. reported, and was ordered by him to 'take po- 
sition on his left. The fifty-third Virginia and twenty-fifth North 



/ 445 

Carolina were now both subjected to a terrific fire for some time, but 
they returned it with such effect that the enemy was driven back, and 
the. fifty-third was enabled to resdme its picket line, except a small 
portion of it.immediately on the road, where, from the exposure of a 
field, and the fire from a battery, (planted by the enemy in the road 
after. they had advanced by us on ftie right of the WilKamsburg road,) 
it could not then be occupied. There Vas fighting along the whole 
Vne occupied by the fifty. third, at intervals during the day ; but, ag 
indicated, mainly on the ^ right. Six prisoners were taken by the 
fifty-third, and the enemy's loss must have been heavy. Later in the 
evening, the woods were heavily shelled by the enemy; but the fifty- 
third, men and officers, gallantly stood their ground, though* they 
were almost broken down with fatigue and exhaustion, from having 
been on picket duty so long. It would be pleasing to mention the 
n'ames of those who most gallantly deported themselves ; but where all 
axted so well, it might appear invidious. As the regiment has not 
yet come in, a list of its casualties cannot now be made out but it is 
believed to be small. When the long-continned and terrible fire to 
which the regiment was exposed is considered, a small list of casual- 
ties would seem to be miraculous, and can only be explained by the 
fact that our men were deployed as skirmishers", well concealed and 
protected, and the enemy were so drunk they could not shoot. This 
latter view is known to be correct, as prisoners taken Vere found to 
be intoxicated. The regiment is at this time acting as reserve for the 
fourteenth and thirty-eighth Virginia, commanded by Captain Martin, 
Captain Aylett and myself both being sick, and unfit for duty. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE W. WADDILL, 
Major Fifty-Third Virginia Regiment.^ 

The casualties of the 25th are as follows, viz : Company D. — Killed : 
Georga W. Brushwood. Missing : Lewis 'W. Kelley and J: F. Chick; 
Company E. — Lieutenant B. S. Farrenholt, ribs fractured by the fall- 
ing of a limb 'from a tree. « 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

- . &EORGE M. WADDILL, 
Major commanding Fifty-Third Virginia Regiment. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN GRAMME R, . 

July 15, 1862. 

Captain J.- D. Dardeln, • • 

A. D. 0. and A. A. A. G, : 

Captain : The following is a list of the non-commissioned o^ft* 
.cers and men reported to me by their officers as having distin- 
guished themselves by their conduct in the skirmishes -and battles 
around Richmond, in which the fifty -third Virginia regiment* .was 
engaged : 

Company A. — At Seven 'Pines, Corporals Noell and Wright, 
and private II. C. Hudson, and at Malvern Hill, Corporals Ndell 
8nd Wright. In the skirmishes of the 18th, 25th, and 27th of 
June, all the men present behaved well. • 

Company B. — Sergeants J. H. and .J. R. Hockaday and privates 
S. B. Sweeny, R. H. David, T. J. Elliott, at Malvern Hill. 

Company C. — Sergeant R. B. Bradsbaw, Corporal W. S. Weaver, 
and privates J. C. Desdine and C. J. 'Weaver, at Malvern 'Hill. 

Company D.— Corporals W. T. Johnson (killed) and R. Clem- 
ens, privates Pollard, Ashby, Ellet. and. Kelly, at Malvern Hill. 

Company E. — Privates William Bowers and: G. J. Green, killed 
in the skirmish of the 18th ; Sergeant Barker, wounded at Mal- 
vern Hill; Corporal William A. Pollard, the third man who car- 
ried the colors, the. 1st of July, was shot twice before he fell. 
In the confusion of regiments charging through and mixing up 
with ea<^b othbr, he took the colors off with him when borne to 
the rear. ' L. C. Blackburn, distinguished at Seven Pines for 
coolness and daring. 

Compa'ny F. — No report. Not. in the fight at Malvern Hill. 

Company G. — Corporal John B. Scott, at Seven Pines. 

Company II. — In the skirmish of the 18th of June, private T. 
Howchins was seen to kill f^ur Yankees, exposing himself freely 
all the while. . . * 

; Company I. — Privates White, Whitehead, and Hudson, at Mal- 
vern Hill — all three wounded. 

Company K. — Private John A. Bullifant, •(wounded,) at Seven 
Pines ; private Haws Coleman, in the skirmish of the 27th of 
June. 

Color-Sergeant T. F. Harwood, wopnded at Malvern Hill, while 
pressing forward with the colors, struck the staff in the ground 
and, cheering all the while, held on to it till taken fronr hkn by 
Captain Martin. 

Respectfully, &c, 

J. GRA-MMER, Ja., 

Captain commanding 53c? Va. ' reg'unent. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN MARTIN. • . 

Captain J. D. Darden, 

A. I). C. and. A. A. A. G. : 

Captain: On Friday, June of 2?th, at * half-past four/ P. 
M., the fifty -third' Virginia regiment was , posted "on .picket, 
the right wing resting on the" left of the Williamsburg road, 
left on right of the ninth Virginia regiment, the men deployed 
at five paces apart. About sundown, the enemy opened fire upon our 
line with both musketry and shell. The fire was riot* returned, 
because ^instructed the men to wait until the enemy was in good 
distance, which distance was not obtained. I'he enemy, however, 
advanced upon the centre and left and was driven back by the fire of 
the left wing. The whole line was well-sustained except by three 
companies — F, H, and E — F and K falling back because they could 
hot sustain the heavy fire of the enemy; company H having no com- 
mander. All three of these companies, however, returned to their 
positions and held them. The enemy again opened fire this morning 
about half an hour before day. This fire was, however, not directed 
so much towards us as the pickets on the right. This fire was not 
returned at all by our pickets. The regiment generally #eted coolly 
and deliberately, keeping its position until relieved by the fourteenth 
^Virginia this morning. The- casualties are as follows : Company A, 
one slightly woirnded ;*coinpany D, one. slightly and two .severely; 
company II, two slightly ; company «K, one slightly. Total, seven 
wounded. ♦ ^ 

Most respectfully, 

R. W. MARTIN, . [ 
Captain commanding 53d Va. regiment.; 



, * * * REPORT OF COLONEL HOJDOES. 

• Headquarters Fourteenth Regiment, Va. Vols., ) 

In the field, near Richmond, July 10, 1862. J 

Captain J. .D. Darden, 

Assistant J djutant General : 

Captain : I have the honor to make tbe following report of the 
action of the fourteenth regiment, Virginia volunteers, under my 
com*man<J, in the battle of Tuesday, 1st day of July, 18G2 : 

Early in the morning of that day, the regiment, with tljg others of 
the same brigade, was posted in a ravine opposite to the position held 
by the enemy ; and one half of tbe regiment wa9 thrown forward Jo 
the edge of the field between us, and the enemy, as skirmishers. 
About three" o'clock in the afternoon, the skirmishers were ordered 
forward to drive in the enemy's pickets, so that our artillery could be 
placed in position, and that portion of the regiment which had been 
held in reserve, was ordered forward to their support. As soon as 
the men were seen by the enemy, a terrific fire of artillery was. opened 
upon them by the enemy from their guns, which -were in position 
about aha^f mile off, commanding nearly the whole field. The men 
rushed forward, firing upon the enemy's, skirmishers, driving tbem 
before them, continuing to advance until they found shelter from tjie 
enemy's, firo in a ravine, about midway from the ^position formerly 
Held, and the enemy's batteries.. Soon after passing over tie crept 
of the first hill,* Lieutenant Colonel Evans was disabled, by a wound, 
and I was knocked down and burnt by a shell exploding near me, 
rendering tne incapable of going forward with my men. In passing 
oyer the hill,, my regiment suffered severely. Among those killed, I 
cannot fail to mention Captain Charles Bruce, whose conduct was 
worthy of all praise. . The regiment remained exposed to a heavy 
fire during <the whole battle, and were forward in the charge each 
time an effort was made to take the enemy's batteries. I cannot close 
this report without ^calling your attention to the gallant conduct of 
Captain M: W..T. Coghill, Richard Logan, Jr., and P. Poindexter, 
who acted, during the whole day, with great coolness and bravery. 
We lost twelve killed dnd fifty-sevea wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. GREGORY HODGES, 
Colonel, commanding fourteenth Virginia regiment. 



REPORT OF COLONEL-S. D. LEE. 



Camp Discipline, July 20, 1863. 

Captain N. R. Fitzhugh, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Cavalry Brigade : 

Captain: By direction of the General commanding? I have the 
honor to report that, by his direction, on the night of the oth and 
6th instants. I proceeded to the banks of James river, above. Charles 

City Cturt- House, with battery, Washington artillery of New 

Orleans, and a rifle piece of Pelham's battery, horse artillery, and. 
about two, P. M., on the Gth, opened fire on one of the enemy's 
transports carrying supplies to McClellan's army, some four miles 
above the point where we were. On opening fire, the boat imme- 
diately put out her lights. She was struck several times and consid^ 
'erably injured, but succeeded in ^passing thft battery. On the Gth 
instant, the same guns, accompanied by a section of Rosscr's battery, 
proceeded to a point • known* as Wayne's* Oak, on the tanks of the 
James river, four miles below Charles City Court-IIouse. About 
seven, A. M., on the morning of the-7th, openeel on \i transport, and, 
after some twenty shots, made her turn back, throwing overboard a 
part of her cargo to facilitate her escape. Several gunboats of the 
enemy immediately came to the vicinity and commenced shelling the 
works and fields, but without damage. 

About mid-day, I sent a section of Squiers' battery same five miles 
lower down the river, under Lieutenant Galvin. He opened on two 
transports towed by a tug. He droye the tug down the river, and 
the crews from the transports, sinking one of the transport* and 
severely injuring .the other. The crews took to their small boats and % 
made their escape to the opposite bank of t^he river. 

A gunboat there escaped the section when it withdrew. About 
three, P. M-, six or eight transports, (schooners,) towed by a tag and 
convoyed by a gunboat, came up the river, as also several small river 
steamers. The guns were drawn up behind a bluff at Wayne's Oak, 
and,* when the transports w r ere opposite, ran to the edge of the bluff 
and opened on them. Some seventy shots were fired into the trans- 
ports, damaging them severely ; the tug was also damaged. The 
gunboat opened on the battery as soon as discovered, firing shell, 
sphericakease and grape from her large "guns. £&e fired some thirty 
rounds. No damage was done the battery, all her shot either falling 
short or passing over our heads. 

Officers and men behaved vrith the greatest gallantry and cool- 
ness, tiring their guns as if no gunboat w.ap in their vicinity, and 
seemed convinced that a gunboat was not so darfgerous as they, had 
supposed. 

The enemy were much annoyed on their trips, and kept several 
gunboats engaged in shelling the woods and vicinity, doing no dara- 
29 • 
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age. They even fired at the houses in the vicinity, occupied only by 
inoffensive families. , . 

On the evening of the 7th, the batteries returned to their camp. 

Respectfully submitted, • 
S. D. LEE, Colonel of Artillery, 
Commanding Guns in vicinity of Chavles City Court House. 



REPORT OF COLONEL S. D. LEE. 



Turkey Island Bridge, July 22, 1862, h >^ 

General Magruder, 

• Richmond, Virginia : 

General: Enclosed I send you iry report of the artillery of your 
division. I must apologise for its coming in so late ; but on your 
leaving Crew's farm, I was put on duty with 'the cavalry, in com- 
mand of the ninth North Carolina, late on picket duty. It was im- 
possible fo,r me to prepare it, from the fact that I was put into camp 
of instruction, with several drills a day, and to study my new arm, 
as they had brigade drills, &c. I did not receive your kind note in- 
viting me to accompany you west until after ypu had left, though I 
had heard through Major Brent that you invited me. 

I met Captain Eustis in RicKmond and asked him to deliver my 
answer to you. .Accept my thanks for your kindness and the flatter- 
ing invitation contained in your note. 

I am, General, yours, respectfSlly, . 

. S. D. LEE, 
CoL Artillery; commanding 4th Cavalry, 

Captain Dickinson's note to me, calling for a report of the 4th, 
only reached me July 20th. 



Camp Fourth Virginia* Cavalry, h 
JSear Richmond, July 22, 1862. J . 

Captain Dickinson, * - 
Adjutant General, Magruder 9 s Division : 

I had the honor, a few days since, to receive your note, directing 
me to render a report of the service of the artillery, at (larnett's 
farm, near New BriJge, at Savage's Station, and at Crew's farm. 

The different batteries of the division performed arduous picket 
duty.on Garnett's farm, from about the. 1 ~th of June to the 29th.of 
June, at which 'date the enemy vacated his lines and the division 
started in pursuit. Previous to" the 20th of June, the fratteries under 
fire and engaged with the enemy, were ^oolfolk's, Lake's, and 
Moody's batteries, at Mrs. trice's house, overlooking the New Bridge. 
These, batteries were engaged several* times, firing on the working 
parties of the enemy at the bridge, causing them to desist from the 
work, and in every instance they drew ^he fire of the enemy's batte- 
ries from the opposite side of the river, which, being long-range 
guns, we could not reach. The officers and men of these commands 
behaved with coolness and gallantry, and on 'these several occasions 
lost several men, killed and wounded. On the 28th of June, to prevent 
tho enemy from working on some advanced entrenchments, Brown's^ 
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and Lane's batteries were brought in action near Mr. Garnett's over- 
seer's house, and, after a quarter of an hour's shelling, drove the en- 
emy from their new works. The enemy opened on these two batteries 
with twelve rifle guns otlarge calibre, (twenty-pounder Parrot.) The 
. wjj^agernent was kept up for half an- hour, when the batteries were 
'^nthdrawn, having accomplished the object fot which they had been 
ordered out — some of tbe enemy's batteries being behind works and 
out of range. In this action, two men were killed and several 
pounded, and some six horses disabled. 

On the 2Gth of June, from the same position, in the morning, 
Lane's and Moody's batferies opened again on the enemy's entrench-. 
ment8, which the enemy had re-occupied, driving them out again. 
Their fire was replied to by several of the enemy's batteries behind 
works. The action was kept up for half an hour, when our guns 
were withdrawn, and there was but little prospect of injuring the 
enemy's batteries, half masked in the woods and behind strong en- 
trenchments. The same experiment was repeated by our batteries in 
^the evening — Lane's, Woolfolk's, Page's, and T. Jeff's batteries be- 
ing engaged with «eorae results. Captain Kirkpatrick, of Major 
' JSelson's reserve artillery, was also engaged on the 2Gth, with two guns. 

On the 27th of June, Mod y's and Brown's batteries engaged the 
enemy's works, 'as he showed signs of vacatftig them, lie replied 
with alacrity, showing he Was still strong. 1 mention thos-e two 
batteries especially, as they were, each of them, under very heavy 
artillery fire. None of the captains, except Brown, had their entire 
batteries in action. They went into action with their rifle sections. 
. • Generally, officers and men behaved well. In these different actions 

some eight men were killed and twenty wounded. Lieutenant , 

of Brown's battery, was killed. Lieutenant Merwin, of* Moody's 
battery, had an arm shot off. Lieutenant Merwin got out of a sick 
bedjto go into action with his company. Several other batteries 
•were under fire, but not engaged, viz : Richardson's, Reed's, and 
Fage's — the latter belonging to Major Nelson's reserve artillery. 

On the 29th, the enemy vacated his work?; and the division started 
in pursuit. At Fair Oaks Station, he fired upon our advance with ar- 
tillery, lie. was replied to by Carlton's battery. In the evening the 
enemy made a stand and quite a severe action occurred at Savage's 
Station. Kemper's battery was here engaged and did good execution. 
The enemy's skirmishers came up to within two hundred yards of 
his battery, when he was compelled to withdraw some four hundred 
yards. At this point he was advanced .upon by a regiment of the 
enemy, (second Vermont,) wt/ich delivered a volley into his battery 
at a distance of three hundred yards. lie opened upon them with 
canister, and being well-supported by a Mississippi rifle regiment, 
repulsed the enemy with heavy loss. The enemy left fifty-two dead 
bodies in a circumference of fifty yards. Captain Kemper behaved 
with the utmost coolness and gallantry, as did his officers and men. 
Lane's battery was also under fire in this action, as also McCarthy's 
battery, but did not have an opportunity of engaging the enemy/as 
the ground, and the position of our troops, did not admit of it. In the 
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severe action of July 1st, this artillery did* not*play a conspicuous 
part, though most of it was under a severe artillery fire during the 
entire action. The batteries engaged were McCarthy's howitzer bat- 
tery, and ateo-some of Hart's battery and the Washington artillery, 
of Charleston/ The batteries wereivell-gerved and did good execution. 
One of McCarthy's pieces were struck twice. The enemy having se- 
lected their ground, had lined their position with artillery, having 
some forty pieces in position. Our artillery hid to fee brought up in 
a narrow lane under a terrible fire, and as soon, as they discovered a 
battery coming up they concentrated their entire artillery on it. 
Several batteries were in succession disabled almost before getting into 
action. Carlton's and Kemper's batteries were in reserve — not en- 
gaged, but had several men killed. Carlton had a limber blown up 
by the enemy's shell. The enemy'p artillery was admirably Jian died 
in the action, and is admitted to have been the most terrible .artil- 
lery fire during the war. Their pieces were in admirable portion, 
and so arranged that they Gould concentrate from twenty to thirty 
guns on any position. Enclosing my report, I *vill testify to the gen- 
eral good conduct of officers and meh. Major Nelson, of the artil- 
lery, was under fire several times at Garnett's. farm ; exhibited cool- 
ness and gallantry. Lt.*Paul Ilamilto'h, my adjutant, was in every 
action — at Garnett's farm, at Fair Oaks, Savage's Station, and Crew's 
farm, and on ev-ery occasion exhibited conspicuous coolness and gal- 
lantry. In one of the actions, (at Garnett's farm,) he had his horse 
shot under him. 

Having been placed on duty with the cavalry immediately 'after the 
action of Crew's farm, it has been impossicle fpr me to obtain the 
necessary fact3 to make this report complete. 
Respectfully submitted, 

S. D. LEE, 

Col. Artillery and Acting Chief of Magruder's Ditfn. 



REPORT OF COLONEL COWAN. 



Headers Eighteenth Regiment North Carolina Troops, ) 
Near Richmond, Virginia, July, 1862. ) 

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of tBis regiment, under my command, in the recent bat- 
tles around Richmond : 

Our march across the Chickahominy, on the morning of Thursday, 
June 26th, and down its. northern bank, to Mechamcsville, having 
been cpnducted. under your personal direction, it is not necessary to 
refer to its incidents. 

•We •reached Mech^nicsville Thursday afternoon in time to partici- 
pate in the attack upon the batteries which commanded that crossing, 
but Vere not prominently engaged. Thursday night, w*e were ordered 
to defend the batteries, planted upon the position -which had been 
taken from the enemy, from any attempt which might be made to re-' 
take them during the night. Consequently, we slept upon our arms 
in the immediate vicinity*, with the proper picket force out on all 
sides ; but no demonstration was ma.de by the enemy. Friday morn- 
ing, at dawn of day, he'opened upon us with his artillery, and the 
fire was continued until his position was turned, and he was thus 
forced, to abandon it. In all. of these engagements, however, my 
men were but little exposed, atfd my loss was very slight — only three 
men being wounded by the explosion of a shell. 

Friday afternoon, at four o'clock, we were put into the fight at Cold 
Harbor. By your order, my line of battle was formed on the right 
of the road; and, in this order, I advanced through the dense woods 
in which the enemy were posted. A small ravine, deep and boggy, 
compelled us to flank still further to the right. .By thi^ means, I 
became separated from the remainder of the brigade, (which had beer, 
formed on the left,) and, for a long time, was wholly without assist- 
ance in my attempts upon the enemy'^ position. Again and again 
was that .position assailed, and again and again were we repulsed, by^ 
vastly superior numbers. Regiment after regiment, sent in to the 
same attack, shared the same fate ; and it was not until late in the 
aftcrnoo*n, when the continuous arrival of fresh troops had given us 
something like an equality of forces, tbatany decided impression was 
made upon the enemy. .His position was carried in that late general 
charge, which swept his whole army from the' field in a perfect rout. 
In this fight I was perfectly satisfied with the conduct of my regi- 
ment. The position of the enemy "was such that we were exposed to 
a heavy fire fr6nf the flank, as well as from the front; and, though 
the regiment was frequently broken and compelled to fall back, yet I 
did not once lose the command of it. The men reformed with alac- 
rity, and my commands were obeyed with the promtness, if not the 
precision of drill. My loss, in k i lie I and wounded, was sixty-eight. 
Nothing but the thickness of the woods saved us from total destruction 
in our first unassisted efforts upon the enemy's position. Saturday, 
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we were engaged in the work of burying the dead. Sunday'morn- 
ing, we crossed to the south of the Chiekahomiay in pursuit of the 
enemy. Monday* the pursuit was continued, until we engaged the 
enemy at Frazier's Farm. Here my regiment joined the brigade 
in the series of charges upon the enemy's batteries. Without a sign of 
faltering, shouting the battle cry of " Stonewall," which they adopted 
of their own accord, they advanced across two open fields in the lacs 
of a perfect shower of grape and musketry, until they reached s* 
email ravine, (traversed by a fence,) within a short distance of the 
enemy's line of battle. Taking advantage of this slight shelter, they 
maintained themselves in this position until the arrival of reinforce- 
ments^ when they joined in the general charge, which, won the bat- 
teries. My loss here was very heavy : killed and wounded, one hun- 
dred and fifty mea, among them First? Lieutenant W. A. Hoostin, c! 
company I, and my sergeant-major, A. Dumone, both of them young 
men of brilliant prospects, and as gallant, as daring, as devoted to 
the cause as any officer in the Confederate- service. Tuesday, at 
Malvern Hill, we were marched to the field, but were held in resent, 
and had no opportunity to deliver a fire. Three of my men, how- 
ever, were wounded by fragments of shell. My total loss has beea 
two hundred and twenty-four in killed and wounded — a detailed state- 
ment having already been furnished you. When it is stated that I 
entered the series of battles with less than four hundred men, it will 
be seen that the proportion is very heavyt 

. That there were many stragglers from the field of battle, is not to 
be denied. There have been stragglers from every field since the war 
began. As a generaFrule, however, it appeared to me that the mea 
fought, throughout the whole army, as if each individual were tho- 
roughjttjmpressed with the belief that it was necessary that we should 
i^H|S^ous in the field before Richmond. Amid this army of heroes, 
E>> reason to be dissatisfied with myregirucnt. Whether oii a 
ma^pBor in the field exposed to fatigue and privation, in the midst cf 
danger, and in the, face of death, they were cheerful Tind obedient, 
prompt and daring. No order was given tnat tno y did not cheerfully 
and faithfully attempt to execute. Where all betoaved well, it is diffi- 
cult to make distinction. My field and staff did their full duty. Still I 
desire to make special meation of my Lieutenant Colonel, Thoraa.s J. 
Pender. He was every where in the thickest ^of the fight ; cool and 
courageous, encouraging the men and directing them in their duty. 
His services were invaluable. I desire, also, to make special men- 
tion of Captains Savage Barry, McLaurin Gore, and Byrne. They 
were all conspicuous in the discharge of their duties, and all wounded 
on the field, the last three very seriously, Captain Byrne having lost 
an arm. • 

Yery respectfully, your most obedient, &e. f 

ROBERT H. COWAN:, 
Colonel, commanding 18th N. G. 2*, 



REPORT OF COLONEL EDWARDS OF THE PART TAKEN 
BY THE THIRTEENTH REGIMENT SOUTH CAROLINA 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Headquarters Thirteenth Regiment, S. C. V., > • 

July 18, 1SG2. 5 

Captain A. C. Haskell," A. A. General : 

I. The thirteenth, numbering four hundred and thirteen (413) men, 
reached the scene of -action near Mechanicsville and Reaver Dam 
creek, at half-past six, £% M., on the 26th June, formed line of battle 
and remained under fire of shot and shell untill nine, P. M.* when 
the firing ceased, and then bivouacked for the nig^t, on the spot. No 
xasualties. 

II. In the action at Beaver Dam, on the morning of the 27th, my 
regiment numbered four hundred and fourteen (414.) The firo of 
ej^ot and shell from the enemy's battery beyond the creek opened at 
four, A. M., sweeping across our position, and continued until forty 
minutes after five, when we advanced half a mile to the Mecnanics- 
villc turnpike, halted and loaded. Under onlers to support Colonel 
Barnes, twelfth regiment South Carolina volunteers, I advanced in 
that attitude to the bridge across the creek, (thirty five minutes after 
seven, A. M,,) where a brkf delay occurred to repair the bridge. 
Crossing as soon as the work was completed, I pursued the march 
directly on, along the road to Walnut Grove churchy where, at ten 
minutes after nine, A. M., the command halted until ten o'clock, A. 
M. No casualties. 

III. In the action near Powhite creek, about noon on the 21th, my 
regiment numbered four hundred and fourteen (414.) UndCTfcij^ier 
Ciders extended, I moved„ supporting Colonel Barnes, formrt^^^HBf 
i>attle at twelve, M. While the front of the brigade was actf^JBro. 
gaging the eneniy, I moved on in position assigned me, through *me 
C£tnps of the enemy, to the road near its crossing *( a bridge) over the 
creek. Halted while, the bntlge was being repaired. 

Casualties. — Wounded one. • : * 

IV. Into the action at Gaines' farm, or Cold Harbor, my regiment 
went with four hundred and thirteen (413) men. Under orders to 
support Colonel Hamilton, first regiment South Carolina volunteers, 
I moved forward at two, P. M., from the Powhite creek, eastward, to- 
wards the strong position held by the enemy. *Near tli3 outset of this 
advance, I lost some men. After a brief pause, by order, the forward 
movement was .continued until we reached a ravine and brook between 
the position, about this time assumed by Captain Crenshaw's field 
artillery, and the main front of the enemy. This halt of the brigado 
vras at forty minutes after two, P. M. The fire under which my regi- 
ment remained here, was very heavy, and from the ordering forward 
of the commands of Colonels Hamilton, Marshall and Barnes, it waa 
double fire from front and right.. Being ordered to hold the positioD 
assigned me along the brook, until Colonel Hamilton should fall back, 
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I held the pAition and awaited that event. My instructions were to 
hold the position, and be ready when Colonel Hamilton fell back, and 
then to pour a destructive volley into the enemy as he emerged from 
the pines; that Colonel Hamilton at that juncture, would take posi- 
tion in my rear to support me. After occupying this exposed posi- 
tion — exposed by reason of the apparently Unipjpedcd fire of small arm3 
pouring constantly upon us as before stated — for an hour or so, without 
the appearance of Colonel Hamilton or his command, and finding my 
regiment severely pressed and partly surrounded by the enemy upon 
my right, where I had expected the regiments of our own brigade, 
and finding the availability of my left wing materially interfered with 
by the bog and undergrowth, I felt it my duty to change my position 
slightly., I accordingly ordered forward, as skirmishers, my right 
company, driving thewenemy from that wood, and then thraw ray regi- 
ment a few yards across the brook, with a view of protecting my right 
(in case of a repetition of the enemy's former movement) and as the 
best means of holding my position aa ordered, for the purpose indicated 
in that order. The brook is passible at only two or three places in the 
position occupied, so that a regular movement in line was impracticable. 
In the confusion produced by this circumstance, by the din of incessant 
cannon and small-arm firing, and other noise incident to battle, my 
commands could not be heard perfectly, and the irregular nature of 
the grtfund and the undergrowth caused- a separation of the wings of 
my command. Major Harrow, with the right and centre companies, 
in a few minutes reported to Brigadier General Gregg, near by, and 
under orders from him, took position on another part of the field. A 
fragment of three companies of the It ft, under my command, remained 
on the ground until night and victory closed the. action. Bivouacked 
on the fie^L 

Cas^^B, — Killed, 4 ; wounded, 44. Total, 48 casualties. Since 
dead, <jH 

V. SSJPgiment went into action near Willis' church, Monday the 
30th June, numbering^ three hundred and forty-twO (342) men. At 
half-past five, P. M., we halted in»a wood adjacent to the action, and 
were, for nearly an hour, under a sporadic fire of shells, by which I 
los*one man killed. At half-past six, the brigade moved forward to 
the immeJiate scene oF the battle. My regiment moved, under same 
orders, to the left, by successive stages, halting frequently. About half- 
past seven, loaded, fixed bayonets, and when it neared the front of the 
supposed enemy, under a ♦galling fire of small arms ip front, it was 
ordered to form in close column of companies, and charge bayonets 
through a dense copse. This movement was arrested to enquire defi- 
nitely whether friends or enemy were before us, for darkness utterly 
prevented our distinguishing by sight. Inquirry seemed to result in 
determining that our friends were before us, and I was ordered to 
move by the right, and reform in the road from which the charge was 
made, which 1 did promptly, and bivouacked there for the night. 

VI. My regiment numbered two hundred and sixty-nine (269) in 
the action at Malvern Hill or Crew's farm, on the 1st July. At five, 
P. M., we were marched, with some halts, perhaps two miles, to a 
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position near the road, where our line of battle was ^Formed about 
eight, P. M. Here we were under sporadic fire of shells until about 
half-past nine, when the action closed. We then returned to our 
bivouac. No casualties. 

General summary. — Grand total, killed, 5; wounded, GO. Grand 
total casualties, 65; since dead 5; deaths, •lO. 

The conduct and bearing of my regiment, officers and men, in these 
actions were, with a few exceptions, highly commendable. They were 
steady, cool, prompt and ready. Under the raost'trying ordeal of re- 
ceiving a severe fire for hours without returning it, they proved them- 
selves efficient soldiers, and worthy our great cause. 

Respectfully submitted, 

0. E. EDWARDS, 
Colonel Thirteenth regiment South Carolina volunteers. 



REPORT OF COLONEL MAYO. 

Headquarters Forty- seventh Virginia Regtment, ) 

July 15th, I862r J 

Brigadier General 0. W. Field, 

Commanding First Brigade, Light Division : 

General : I have the honor hereby to report the action of the 
forty-seventh Virginia regiment in the recent engagements before 
Richmond. 'With the rest of the brigade, we crossed the Chicka- 
horainy at Meadow Bridge on Thursday. evening, June 26th. Nothing 
of importance occurred until, arriving near Mechaniesyille, we were 
opened upon by the' enemy's batteries lind exposed to a most galling, 
fire until late at night, without being able to return a shot. Our 
casualties at this place were ten in number, including two captains. 
On the next morning (Friday, 27th) we marched in the direction of 
Cold Harbor, and again came up with the enemy at Powhite cr*eek, 
in a very strong position. It was represented by some that it was 
impossible to cross t the creek opposite to- our ^position, though this 
proved afterwards to bo entirely erroneous. The brigade being or- 
dered to advance in a double line, with the forty-seventh in front, 'we 
approached to within musket range and opened fire, continuing to 
advance at the same time. But no sooner had we commenced firing 
than the second line also opened fire, and, finding it impossible to 
check- it, I was obliged to make my men lie down whilst loading, and 
even then I had several men killed and wounded by my friends in the 
rear. Among the latter was Captain Green, a most gallant and effi- 
cient offic^. We remained upon the ground until our ammunition 
was expended, and then retired to the edge of the woods, about eighty . 
yards in. our rear. Our casualties at this place were thirty-four, the 
number engaged being about one hundred and seventy-five rank and < 
file. We did not again participate in an engagement until Monday, 
30th, when we were called on, with the rest of the brigade to advance 
upon two batteries of the enemy that had been taken by General 
Longstreet's division, but which had been recaptured. The forty- 
seventh, with the second Virginia battalion, were ordered to advance 
upon the battery on the left of the road, which they did, charging it 
immediately in front, and exposed to a raking fire of grape and can- 
ister for three-quarters of a mile. As soon as we got within short 
musket range we opened fire, continuing to advance at the same time, 
and soon drove the cannoneers from their^pieces. ^ We followed them 
up until we arrived at a position about fifty yards* beyond their bat- 
tery, .when we wefte opened upon, both on our right and left flanks, 
by a very severe fire. Our forces in all hoVamounting to three hun- 
dred, a halt was called tp await reinforcements, and in the meantime, 
at the suggestion of some one whose name I have not been able to 
find out, one of the enemas guns was trained to the left, the fire 
from that quarter being much the hottest, and a fire opened up/m 
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them. The" fire from the front having nearly ceased, while that on 
the right and left still continued, I caused my command to be formed 
in the road, so as to protect the battery from either of those direc- 
tions. About this time you rode up, for the second time, and ordered 
us to cease firing the cannon, as we might injure some of our friends 
in advance. It was then quite dark. Shortly after we ceased firing 
the cannon, and you had ridden off to another portion of the brigade, 
the sounds of horses' hoofs were heard advancing from the direction 
of the enemy, and the regiment was cautioned to be on their guard. 
They turned out to be four horsemen, who, riding, up upon our left, 
enquired who we were. I called out at the top of my voice, 
"Vriends," but some one on the* left having unwittingly called 
" Forty-seventh Virginia regiment," two of the party turned back 
and rode off at a double-quick down the road. They were instantly 
fired at, and one of them, wltb turned out afterwards to be Major 
Biddle, adjutant general to General Macall or McOall, was killed. 
The other two were captured, and turned out to be Major General 
McCall and one pf his couriers. They were both immediately sent 
to the rear. Nothing. more of importance that night, and wo were 
not actively engaged on Tuesday, though somqwhat- exposed to the 
enemy's artillery. £he casualties in this engagement were thirty- 
four, the total number engaged being one hundred and fifty-six rank 
and file, making the total number of'casualties in all three engage- 
ments seventy-eight. The conduct of those who remained%ith their 
regiment was so uniformly good that I find it almost impossible to 
make any distinctions. I, however, make the following recommenda- 
tions for promotion: Private T. V. Sanford, company; E, clerk in 
commissary department, to the place of second lieutenant in company 

D, in which there are two vacancies; private' Schooler, company I, 
color-bearer, to be made color-sergeant, and private Mason, company 

E, to be made sergeant in said company. 'TP 

Very respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT M. MAYO, * 
Colonel Forty-seventh Virginia regiment. 



REPORT OF COLONEL EDMONDS. 



Headquarters Thirty-eighth Va. Volunteers, ) 
August 15, 1862. J 

Colonel R. II. Chilton; A. A. Generpl: 
\ • 

Sir : Having been absent for some weeks after the engagement at 
Malvejrn Hill, July 1st, 1862, the last of the series of battles around 
Richmond, on account of sickne'ss, I beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing report of the part my regiment acted on that occasion, -and re- 
spectfully request that it be filed with the report of the General com- 
manding, %s I consider the report furnished by Major J. R. Cabcl! 
incomplete in many particulars : 

My regiment (the thirty-eighth Virginia volunteers,) formed the 
advance of Brigadier General L. A. Arraistead's brigade, General 
Huger's division, which was the leading brigade on that day. We 
proceeded, cautiously feeling our way, and reconnoitering diligently, 
to prevent falling unexpectedly upon the enemy, who might have been 
in ambush, in many of the swamps and thick woods fronting Malvern 
Hill. We sotfh became aware of his presence, when we were formed 
in the woods opposite to his position and skirmishers thrown out 
from each regiment tc feel the enemy's skirmishers and learn some- 
what # the strength of his position and numbers, my skirmishers being 
under the command of Major J. ,R. Cabell. Tho skirmishers soon 
engaged the enemy, each holding his position, no orders, as yet, hav- 
ing been given to advance. Daring the skirmishing, General Armi9-* 
tcad and myself reconnoitered the position of the enemy, from a good 
stand point, and, with the assistance of a strong glass, readily detected 
his presence, in force, and the advantages of his position. Major 
Generals Magruder and Longstrect came up in turn and observed vho 
enemy from the several points to which I conducted them, and left, • 
perfectly satisfied, as I supposed, of the impossibility of charging 
them from the position, which our advance (Armisteao's brigade) held, 
unless supported by a large amount of artillery, as General Magru- 
der remarked, <4 it would take thirty pieces of the heaviest calibre." 
This, I supposed, had been deteTmmed upon, as the'Coloncls com- 
manding the regiments, were immediately ordered to pull dflwn Ae 
fencing in their front preparatory to advancing our skirmishers, sup- 
ported by tho rgimental reserves, so as to force back the enemy's 
skirmishers, with a view of bringing up our artillery. So soon aa 
the fencing was removed, the order was given to drive in the enemy* 
which was being done in the most successful manner, when I received 
an order, or rather, General Armistead, with hat off and arm uplifted, 
waved us to charge, where and upon- what I was at a loss to imagine. 
It could not have been to support our skirmishers; they needed none, 
for they were driving the enemy's pickets before them. It could only 
then have been the main position of the enemy upon which we were 
to charge. The charge was madfc most gallantly, by my regiment, a 
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portion of the fourteenth and fifty-third Virginia regiments, under 
the lead of their respective Colonels, up the hill, across the extensive 
plateau, and through the valley, until we arrived at the hill nearest 
the position of the enemy. We were* here supported by a Georgia 
regiment, who having charged under mistaken orders, were returned 
to % their original position ^ith General Wright's brigade. Ihusit 
was that my regiment, with a part of the fourteenth, under the com- 
mand of a captain, a part of the fifty-third, Colonel Tomlin, held this 
advanced position for three hours, awaiting orders. Receiving none", 
I sent Major Cabell to General Armistead, asking orders, who re- 
turned with instructions that we must- hold our position, and that re- 
inforcements would soon he at hand. I am proud to say we did hold 
our position, through all the storm of bullets, canister, grape, shell, 
with occasional shells from the huge pieces playing upon up* from the 
gunboats, until we saw the gallant Wright, with hat off, and glitter- 
ing blade, leading his brigade across the hill, to our support. New 
life was infused among those wearied with watching and waiting. 
Every man was at his post, loud shouts of welcome rent the air; all 
sprang to their feet, feeling certain of victory, with -such a support. 
•Being the ranking Colonel of the brigade, (Colonel Hodges being 
stunned, and having his beard singed by the explosion of a shell, when 
just emerging from the woods,) General Armistead bo#ng absent. I 
gave the order to charge, which was most gallantly performed by all 
engaged. • Again leading, closely followed by Wright's brigade, until 
we reached the musket range of the enemy's supports to his artillery, 
where the fire from both became so galling, a momentary pause en- 
sued six times was the attempt made to charge the batteries by the 
regiments of Armistead's brigade, just mentioned, and as many times 
did they fail for want of support on the left, involving the necessity 
of falling back a short distance under cover of the brow of the hill. 

Every man behaved mos< nobly on that occasion. All, officers and 
men, heedless of the deadly fire to which they were exposed, seemed 
only intent upon gaining the enemy's position. I have the painful 
# duty to announce the loss of my color-sergeant, L. P. II Tarpley, 
first color-corporal C. Gilbert, and private Parker, company F t who 
fell upon the field, while bearing the colors, in advance of the regi- 
ment, during the charges made* Color-corporals Watkins, Burling- 
ton 'and Gregory, were severely wounded, each in. turn, as they 
grasped, the colors. They were then seized by Lieutenant ^Jolpnel 
Whittle, who was badly wounded, and compelled to retire: Captain* 
Daniel, volunteer officer, commanding company F, then took them, 
and he, too, fell, severely wounded in three places,, and was borne 
from the field. I then took theft for a while, and when in the act .of 
handing them ovfcr to the .only remaining color, guard, who claimed 
the right to carry them, the staiF was shattered, the flag falling, but 
not upon the ground, it was. caught by color-corporal William Bo- 
hannon, who stuck it upon his musket, and gallantly bore it the re- 
mainder of the fight. I beg to mention particularly all of my color 
guard, as deserving the highest commendation, and would recommend 
that some distinctive badge be given them. 1 also desire to return 
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my thanks to Lieutenant Colonel P. B. Whittle, who acted his part 
most gallantly, proving himself worthy of the position he held — 
daring all things, fearing nothing. Volunteer Captain R. T. Daniel 
performed every duty in the most creditable manner. Though among 
strangers, his deeds ^on their confidence and respect, and attested his 
gallantry. I observed him, particularly when waving the colors and 
urging the men forward, not a muscle or nerve betraying, a want of 
firmness. Calmness and composure was expressed in every lineament 
of his countenance, and there stood, like a veteran, until pierced 
three times by the enemy's balls. Too much praise cannot be given this 
brave young officer, who thus showed his*willingness to serve his coun- 
try, and determination to expel the enemies of her peace and dignity. 
To the officers and men of company A, commanded by Captain D. C. 
Townes; company B, Junior Second Lieutenant James Warren ; 
company C, First Lieutenant A. Anderson; company D, -First Lieu- 
tenant N. D. Price ; company E, Captain T. M. Tyree ; company F, 
Captain R. T. Daniel; company G, Captain H. L. Lee, and company 
K, Captain G. R. Griggs, I return my hearty thanks, more particu- 
larly because of their ready co-operation and witting obedience to 
every order, and their conspicuous gallantry, while urging forward 
their- men through such destructive fire. Major J. .R. Cabell also 
performed his duty in a highly creditable and satisfactory manner, 
and behaved with coolness, while in charge of the skirmishers and 
when sent for instructions to General Armstead at a subsequent 
period. My adjutant, A. G. Smith, was always at his post, and with 
a calmness and composure, and utter, disregard of danger, peformed 
his duty in a manner reflecting the highest honor and praise.* The 
other officers present behaved well v and performed their duty like men. 
Lieutenant N.' D. Price, commanding company D, who fell mortally 
wounded, at the head of his company, performed his duty, on this 
occasion, as on all others, with marked coolness and bravery. He 
died as he* had lived, a bright and shining ornament to society and 
his church. He -lived a Christian ; he died a hero and martyr. No 
man or officer fell on that occasion with more honor, or deserving 
more undying laurels. My surgeon, James N. Macalpine, and As- 
sistant Surgeon T. W. White, are deserving the highest praise for 
their unremitting attention to the wounded — -the one for the faithful 
manner he followed his regiment, bearing off the wounded, amid the 
leaden hail ; the other for the scientific and untiring manner lie per- 
formed his du'ties. Such was their attention and assiduty, that the, 
wounded were moved from the. field, their wounds dressed and cared 
for, and all sent to the hospitals, in the early morning. The one 
snatched them from the mouth of the cannon, the other from the ja^s 
. of death. Each proved themselves with hearts to sympathise with 
the wounded, and hands ready and willing to offer every assistance. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. EDMONDS, 
Colonel Thirty-Eighth Virginia Volunteers. 



REPORT OF MAJOR* CABELL, 



Headquarters Thirty-Eighth Regiment Virginia Vols., ) 

• July 11, 1862. J 

Captain J. D. Darden, 

A. A. General, Fourth Brigade, Huger's Division : 

Sir: I most respectfully submit the following report of the part 
taken by the thirty-eighth Virginia regiment in^the engagement with 
the enemy at Malvern Hill, July 1, 1862: 

I, with fifty men, deployed as skirmishers, was ordered to proceed 
to the edge of the wood, to watch and report the movements ol the 
enemy. Soon after which 1 was ordered to pull down the fence, and 
advance my lines, which w T as accordingly being done, when Colonel 
Edmonds came up with the regiment, in single file, with orders to 
charge the enemy'-s pickets, and drive them in, and hold the hill. far 
enough in advance for our artillery to get position, and play upon 
the enemy. The charge was well executed ; and, as the regiment came 
up, I ordered my command to join in with it, and the enemy were 
driven pell-mell before them; and -we held our position from twelve, 
o'clock, Mi, until about half-past five o'clock, P. M., when Generals 
Mahone and Wright came up with their brigades. The order wa« 
given to charge, which was obeyed with promptness and alacrity, the 
thirty- eighth being on the right, and leading the charge. After get- 
ting in 'about seventy-five yards of 4 the enemy, they were halted, and 
commenced a terrific fire, after wh;ch" the order^was again* given to 
charge, which the men did most gallantly — attempted five separate 
and distinct charge?* but were compelled to fall back, for the double 
reason of not being supported on the left and the heavy reinforce- 
ments coming up to the support of the enemy The regiment re- 
mained upon the advanced line until nightfall, when they were with- 
drawn by Colonel Edmonds, after all the ammunition had been 
exhausted. The men all ihe time displayed great individual coolness, 
courage and gallantry, doing, during the whole fight, the most' terri- 
ble execution. 

Our color-sergeant, L. II. P. Tapley, to whom the colors were 
given upon the battle-field at Seven Pines by Major General D. II. 
Hill, which he promised he would carry until he fell, did not falsify 
his word. He always kept the colors in advance — the last order 
given him being to move slower. • The colors were then taken suc- 
cessively by color-corporals Cornelius Gilbert, mortally wounded — 
since dy*d — C. C. Gregory, John Bullington and L. D. Watkiris, all 
severely wounded. Private Churchwell Parker, company F, then 
took them, and was almost instantly killed. Lieutenant Colonel 
Whittle then took the colors, and gallantly bore them forward, when 
he, too, whilst continually in advance of the regiment, was severely 
wounded, having the larger bone in one arm broken.. Captain R. T. 
Daniel, adjutant fifth Kentucky regiment, being on furlough, rolun- 
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teered for the fight, and was assigned to the command of company F, 
grasped the colors, and coolly and calmly waving them, appeared not 
to be moving a muscle, save the motion of his arm. He was calling 
on the company, which he so well commanded, to rally around .Xhem # 
when he fell, pierced with three balls. As he fell, he drove the staff 
into the ground, still holding on to it, until taken from him by Colo- 
nel Edmonds, in whose hands the staff was soon after shot*with grape, 
and literally shivered into fragments. The colors were borne from 
the^field by the only remaining color-corporal, William H. Bohannon, 
upon a musket, and, upon examination, were found to have bejpn ' 
pierced in fifty places. It is with deep sorrow and profound regret 
that I have to report the death of First Lieutenant Naipdeon D Trice, 
commanding company D. who fell, shot through the bo^elj, whilst: 
gallantly charging in advance of his company, calling on them to.toi- 
low r him. He was a generous, high-toned, honorable, Christian gen- 
tleman, and, I doubt not, is *now enjoying peace and heavenly r€fet. 
All the officers "of the regiment behaved with great gallantry, charg- 
v ing, in every instance, in advance of their respective commands. 
Such was* the conduct of all the officers, that Lfeel that if would be 
doing injustice to mentipn one above another;' and I feel sure all 
they desire is the consciousness of having done their duty, which, I- 
am sure, all should feel. Colonel Edmonds and Colonel Whittle may 
•have some such to report ; if so, they will attend^to it at some future 
day. The number reported among, the non commissioned officers and 
privates for individual gallantry is so large that I cannot .£ivc it with 
this.' If, however, the General desires it, 1 will have a list of their 
names. made out and forwarded to him. 

I am, sir, respcctfullv, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH R. CABELL, 
Major commanding Thirty- Eighth Virginia ifrgiment. . 



REPORT of "those who Distinguished themselves in the Thirty -Eighth 
. Virginia Volunteers, at the Battle of Mahsrn Rill, July I, 1802: 

Company A. — Captain Towne3 reports all of his men as having 
fought bravely and well, particularly private George A. Finch. 

Company B. — Company commander absent. Regimental com- 
mander reports all as having fought bravely. Sergeant W. T. Atkins, 
and privates Green, Jones, John Arthur, James Dunn and George J. 
Shelton, as worthy of especial motion 

Company Q — Lieutenant Anderson reports all a3 having behave J 
well — Sergeant J. J. Cassada, Color-Corporal William BohanTion, 
prhates R. L. Sneed, A.M. Simpson, Alexander Prewett, Benjamin 
H/ Lewis, Eli J. Lewis, specially.* 

i<mpany D. — Lieutenant Herndon reports all as having behaved so 
wel that he cannot.*make distinctions "without doing injustice. 

(<mpany E — Captain Tyree severely wounded and absent. Lieu- 
tenant Knight, now commanding, reports all as having fought bravely 
30 
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except one or two, and reports Sergeant Miller, privates John T. 
Brown, John Davis, Hillery Bolten, J. C. Clayton, Larkin Davis,, 
Kilech and W, H. Howerton, wounded. 

Company F. — Captain R. T. Daniel, commander. He is absent, 
wounded. The regimental commander reports all as having fought 
well,* except one or two. He regards privates Churchwell Parker and 
Daniel Hoc^nett, who were killed, and private Joseph Singleton, as 
worthy of special mention. 

Company/ G. — Captain Lee reports the company as having behaved 
well. He desires to mention the following-named non-commissioned 
officers and privates as having displayed individual gallantry : *Ser- 
geant II. H. Moore, Corporal Robert F. Mackasey, privates W. W. 
Graves, Alexander Gilchrist, Alexander Nethery, R. D. Riggins, 
John D Algood, Samuel W. Crowder, James Singleton, George T. 
Tucker, C. S. Roffe and Henry Hoteln. 

'Company H. — The regimental commander reports private Dudley a3 
worthy of special mention. 

Company J. — Captain W. W. Wood was severely shocked by a bomb 
early in the action. .The regimental commander reports all %s having 
behaved well. . . 

Company K. — Captain Griggs reports all. as having behaved so well 
that he cannot mention one above another without doing injustice 
The regimental commander reports the color-sergeant' and guard as- 
having won for themselves immortal honor. It consisted of Sergeant 
L. P. H. Tarpley, killed, whilst gallantly carrying the colors in ad- 
vance of the regiment; Color-Corporals Cornelius Gilbert, mortally 
wounded, since dead, for the same ; Color-Corporals L. D. Watkins, 
C. C. Gregory and John Bullington, for gallantly bearing the colors, 
in turn, in advance ojf the regiment. Color-Corporal William Bohan- 
non behaved gallantly, anil brought pur colors from the field upon a 
musket, the staff having previously been shivered into fragments. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH R. CABELL, • 
Major commanding Thirty-Eighth Virginia Volunteers. 



REPORT. OP COLONEL DESHLER. . 

Camp near Swift Creek, 1 July 15, 1S62. 

Brigadier General W. Pendleton, i 

Chief of Artillery, C. S. A., in the field ;, 

General: In complianpe. with your letter of yesterday, to Gene- 
ral Holmes, I enclose, herewith, a report of the number of batteries 
serving with this division: 

You will notice in the column of remarks opposite to Graham's bat- 
tery, that'that battery lost two guns (one rifled Parrott ancf one six- 
pounder) near Malvern CiifF, on the 30th Juno, though the battery 
was not directly in action. 

Yrhile the division was m position nejir Xew Market*, on the after- 
noon of the 30th, I received directions' from General Holmes,* to take- 
six rifle gunS and go to a position down the road, towards Malvern 
Cliff, to be shown to me by Captain Meade, enginer corps, and there* 
to open upon the enemy. Accordingly, I proceeded with* six rifle 
guns, taken by sections, from Brem's, Branch's^ and French's batte- 
ries, with the thirtieth* Virginia as a support, (Town the road towards 
the enemy's position o*n Malvern Cliff. Captain Meade accompanied 
me, and designated two points as practicable for establishing a bat- 
tery. Upon consultation with him, and also Major* Stevens, engi- 
neers, I selected a position,* and, after great difficulty succeeded in 
getting five guns in battery. This difficulty was caused by a heavy 
growth of forest timber, and much undefbrush. In order to get the 
guns in position it was necessary to leave the road, and go for some 
distance through a thick wood. Jn the meantime, whilst I was thus 
occupied, General Holmes had brought his divisiqp tlown the road, to 
support this advanced*battery. Being in front mjself, I, saw nothing 
of the batteries until ten, P. M., of that night, so that thefactsl now 
give you relative to the loss of these guns, are from the evidence of 
others and not from my own personal observation. . 

As soon as I had the rifle gun battery in position, and received 
word from General Holmes that the infantry were imposition tik sup- 
port me,*I opened fire. The. enemy immediately responded with a 
■very large battery, or jrather a number of batteries, situated on a 
commanding cliff or hill. Their guns occupied such an extent of 
ground, that it gave.tlfem almost a crossfire upon me. .It Was impos- 
sible to tell accut ately, the number o£ piecps xhat*they had in battery ; 
I tried to count them, but could not do so, as they made such a smoke 
that I could not see their line clearly. I judged that they had twenty- - 
five to- thirty pieces playing upon my battery. Being so much su- 
perior to me in metal* after about; an hour's firing, .they had pretty, 
well disabled my battery, so many men being wounded that^the guns 
could not be properly served, and it being necessary to disable the 
caissons in order to supply the pieces with horses. One or two limbers. 
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aiy3 caissons were blown up. Under these circumstances, I ceased firing, 
and withdrew my pieces. None of the guns* or caissons which were in 
action werelbstj but, as I afterwards learned, unfortunately, the reserve 
^batteries were so situated that the enemy's shell and shot, which passed 
over my battery, fell amongst them ; in addition, they were exposed 
to a heavy cross fire from gunboats in James river. At thi3 time, 
there appears to have been very bad conduct on the part of some of 
the artillery. Graham's battery seems to have completely stampeded; 
the pieces and caissons got entangled amongst the trees, and some of the 
drivers cut their traces and ran off upon the- horses; the whole thing 
resulting in the loss of tw.o guns and three caissons. Of all this I 
was totally ignorant until about nine or ten o'clock at night. Cap- 
tain GraUam by that time had succeeded in collecting SQme of his 
horses and men.. I went back with him, and endeavored to recover li Is 
guns and caissons. One caisson was recovered, being near the road. 
The remaining carriages it was found impossible to find, owing to the 
•darkness and the pieces being* off the road in a thick wood. Captain 
Graham went back in the morning, but reported that the enemy's 
j)icket6 had possession of the ground. He went again after the en- 
emy had evacuted their position on Malvern Hill, but found that his 
guns had "been taken off; he thinks they were taken into llichmond, 
under the supposition*that they had been abandoned by the enemy; 
upon this point I cannot %ven give an opinion. This whole matter 
will be made the subject of investigation, as General Holmes has or- 
dered charges to be preferred against the of£cer6 upon whom, at pre- 
sent, the responsibility qppears to rest. 

It is with pleasure that I turn from the relation of 'these mortify- 
ing circumstances in order t# call to the favorable notice of the de- 
partment the gallanttconduct of the (few officers and men who were 
under my immediate command, at the rifle battery. Captain Branch, 
first Lieutenant Cooper, of French's battery, and 'first Lieutenanf 
Coleman, of Brem^ battery, served their pieces themselves, and did 
•everything that men could do to encourage theft men, and make their 
fire effective, under a very hot fire, from a much larger number of.the 
enemy's guns. Lieutenant 'Cooper was wounded severely, but de- 
clined to leave the field, until positively ordered to go to the surgeon. 
After he was disabled Sergeants Jesse Newton and George Newton 
had cliarge of the two pieces, and adted very gallantly. Other cases 
of .individual good conduct I witnessed,' but cannot give* names, as the 
men'were mostly.strangers to me. 

Several of the batteries are much in need oilmen; there is a good 
deal of sickness amongst them, though generally mot of a serious na- 
ture. J have directed the- captains of batteries, iifneed of men, to 
write the officers in charge of conscripts of their respective States, and 
ask them to forward the number of conscripts necessary to fill up 
their batteries. . . 

General Holmes has recommended 'that Cohoon's battalion, which 
has about one hundred and twenty-five effective men, partly from 
Virginia and partly from North Carolina, be disbanded as an infantry 
battalion, and the men assigned to the batteries of this division. * 
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If his recommendation shcruld be complied with, this number would, 
ust about supply. us. . \ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES DESHLER, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery, dep'J N, C. 
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%EPORT OF COLONEL BARNES. 



# Headquarters Twelfth Regiment S. C. V., } 

laurel Hill, July ) 7, I8G2. J % 

Captain A. C. Haskell, il. ./{. General: 

Sir: la obedience to orders from* brigade headquarters, I submit 
the following report of the part performed by the twelfth regiment, 
in the late battle*s before Richmond : * 

On ,the 26th ultimo, about five o'clock, P. M., we crossed the Chicka- 
hominy near the Central railroad, having bivouacked the night pre- 
vious, some five miles below that point on the Meadow Bridge road. 
Immediately after crossing, we turned in the direction of Mechanics-: 
ville. I had not advanced far before we came under the shells of the 
enemy who had been attacked by the advanced forces of our division. 
We continued our march until we came within a half or three-fourths 
of a mile from. the point at which the battle was progressing, formed 
in line of battle in a flat where we were enabled to .protect ourselves 
from the shells and shot of the enemy by.lyinrg on the ground. In 
this position we remained during the night, being annoyed considera- 
bly by the shells, until a short time before dark, when the firing 
ceased. With the exception of one man, who was very slightly in- 
jured *by a pie'ee of shelL we escaped unhurt. 

Early the next morning we marched across the Mechanicsville turn- 
pike road in t^e direction of Beaver Dam creek. Arriving within 
half a mile of that* stream we "halted, formed line of battle and sent 
forward company B. Captain Myier, as skirmishers. We were then*- 
ordered by General Gregg, to cross the stream and occupy the hills 
beyond. This order was promptly executed, 'and without much re- 
sistance, except from Scattering shots from the, pickets of the enemy, 
wlio lied as we advanced. We were now in full view of deserted 
carnps arid burning fires in front. We immediately continued our 
march, and about half a mile further we entered .a piece of woods 
where a large'heap of commissary and other stores were or fire : but 
quantity of .knapsacks, oil-cloths" and other articles scattered 
thr'ough'the woods, and along the roads, gave unmistakable evidence 
that the enemy had left his camp. in great haste. 

Here we halted a short time, when General Gregg came up and 
ordered the regiment to be formed in' column of companies, and to "ad- 
vance in that order. * Just at this moment I was tohl that the enemy 
had been seen on our left. This fact I communicated to the General, 
when he ordered the two left companies to be sent in that direction 
to reconnoitre. Immediately company B, Captain MillerJ and com- 
pany K, Captain Neville, were sent, under command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Jones. The regiment now moved off in columns, and soon arrived 
at a church, whexewe met with General Jackson's command, or a 



portion of it. We remained here a short time, during which, the two 
companies sent out to reconnoitre on our left sent in nine prisoners, 
ami sOon^fier came themselves, fringing eight raorff making seven- 
teen in all captured. We continued the march without further resist- 
ance until we arrived in the vicinity of Games' Mill, on. Powhite 
creek. Here, the enemy making demonstrations of resistance, the 
regiment was formed in line of battle, and company B, Captain Miller, 
thrown forward as skirmishers. A spirited attach being made by the 
skirmishers, and at the same time a few shells being thrown from one 
of our batteries, the enemy were soon put to flight, making towards .a 
pine thicket beyond tlie creek. Advancing to the creek we found the 
bridge torn up; the rcghnent was oidered to cross on the dam, and 
after crossing- to wait for orders. In a short time the bridge was re- 
paired so as to enable the whole command to cross. The regiment 
was then formed in line, and throwing forward company A, Lieutenant 
Parker, and company 1), Captain Vcnlandigham, as skirmishers,* we 
advanced a t« double-quick towards the pine thicket, the enemj, as be- 
fore, firing an<\ retiring before us. In this advance private N.. S. 
Camp, company A, was killed. Continuing the pursuit, we soon 
came in sight of the enemy in force, at Cold Harbor. In a few mo- 
ments a *fl^ht commenced between our artillery and that of the eneniy. 
The shell fn m the batteries of the enemy soon began to fall thick 
and fast .around us, and taking the double quick, we advanced to a 
branch in front of us, and fowafds the enemy, under a heavy fire of 
shell*; crossing this branch we came to a halt for nearly two hours. 
During the halt, by order of the General. I sent company F, Cap- 
tain McMeekin, and company II, Captain Erwiu, in-advance, to'watch 
the*movements of the enemy, and afterwards relieved them by com- 
pany D-, Captain B<»okter. and company G, Captain Garvin. Ia the 
performance of this duty, company F and company D had £ach two 
. men wounded. * # 

A* out five o'clock, P. M* as near as I can guess, the twelfth and 
first regiments were formed in line — the twelfth having only eight 
companies, the two seut in advance to watch- the movements of the 
enemy not having been called in. My understanding of the order 
was that we were to make the attack on the enemy*, The-General, 
himself, givftig the order to march, we moved off up the hill, through 
the pines, and, on reaching the open field above the twelfth regiment, 
continued the march across this field towards a branch or hollow, two 
or three hundred yards in front of us, where the enemy wei*e known 
to be. We did not advance, 'however, more tfian one hundred yards, 
before a Lattery (the position of which 1 was.not before aware of) sit- 
uated in a piece of woods about three' or four hundred yards to. my 
right, poured a heavy fire of shell and g*ape hhft upon us, wounding 
and stunning five or six men in the first volley. I now discovered 
that the first regiment had halted at the. edge of the pine thicket, and 
saw at once that to attempt to reach the hollow under this fire, and 
then encounter the enemy theie, or to change front and march alone 
against the battery, would be to sacrifice the regiment, with little or 
no damage to the enemy. This being the situation of the regiment, 
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I immediately marched, by the left flank, down the hill to the branch, 
turned and marched up the" branch, through a dense .thicket, and under 
a heavy fire of shell and shot, until I got opposite the pine thicket 
through which I. had gone before entering. the open field. We were 
now out of; range of the artillery, and here Informed the regiment in 
line as soon as I could, being joined by the two companies who were 
out reconnoitering the. movements of the enemy, when we commenced 
the advance. The regiment was now marched in line through the 
pines up to the edge of the open field, and 'took position on the left 
of the first regiment. * 

Scarcely had we got* into position before a <jrcatly superior force 
appeared in front of us, and an engagement immediately ensued, be- 
ing commenced by us. We held our position obstinately for a time, 
bul in CQnsequence of overwhelming numbers, we- were driven back 
a short distance, suffering seriously in killed and wounded. Although 
our numbers were much reduced, and our line somewhat broken, the 
greater portion of the Command was soon rallied, and recovered our 
former position at the edge of the open ground. Again we poured a 
vigorous fire into the enemy, and maintained our position for some 
time ; but owing to the great disparity of numbers, we were again 
forced back, sustaining a heavy loss in officers and men. The entire, 
command by this time was wejl nigh exhausted and greatly reduced. 
*I myself, from exhaustion and frflm a wound which* I received in the 
thigh, causing considerable pain, was unable to take further com- 
mand. I anr not able, of my own knowledge, to say what part any 
portion of the command took in the fight after this time ; yet, from 
reliable* information, I am fully convinced that som,e did fall in with 
other commands and continued the fight after this time. Captain 
Bookter, # with Lieutenant Talley, and others of his company, joined 
an Alabama regiment, commanded by Canty, and while with this reg- 
iment, Captain Bookter, and several of his men, were wounded. The 
conduct of the command, as a whole, was gallant and commendable. 
We had, when w T e left Mechanicsville, about four hundred and thirty 
muskets, including many who were indisposed. Taking from this 
number those who tired out during the march of the day, I am sure 
that we did not carry more than four hundred, if that, into.the fight. 
The casualties, a list of which accompanies this report, are, seventeen 
killed, and one hundred, and forty-eight killed and wounded. Among 
the killed, was First Lieutenant J. W. Delany/commanding company 
B. He was killed in the first conflict, at the edge of the pine thicket. 
By his death, frhe regiment, the STtate, and the ^Confederacy, has been 
deprived of an officer* of intelligence and great gallantry. % Among 
the wounded are some of our most valuable officers, to-wit : Captain 
Vonlandigham McMeekiu,. Bookter, and Miller. Captains Vonlan- 
digham and McMeekin "were wounded at the l'ast stand we made at 
the edge of the pine^hicket. .1 am not informed as to the place Cap- 
tain Miller was wounded, he having been absent ever % since. Captain 
Bookter, as before stated, was wounded after joining an Alabama 
regiment? late in the evening. It is gratifying to know that the 
wounds of Captains Bookter, McMeekin and Miller, are such as to 



render the loss of their services only temporary ; but even this will 
fee seriously felt by the regiment. The wound of Captain Vonlan- 
digham was such as to require the amputation of the left leg. His 
loss will be seriously felt in the regiment, and to his company, it will 
be irreparable. 0 

Passing by all the'(letails of the pursuit, Lcome now to the fight of 
Monday evening, 30th June. , About five o'clock, P. M., we arrived 
iri»thc vicinity x>f the enemy; halted and stacked arms in a piece of 
wood to the fight of the'road. The fight soon commenced in front 
of #us. and about half past six o'clock, th*e regiment^, of the brigade 
were forrned in line jnd marched by the right flank above one mile 
and a quarter, to a point near where the fight was progressing. On 
arriving at this point we were halted, arid the regiments were formed 
in column of companies, the twelft being third in order. About sun- 
down, the twelfth was ordered to form line to the front. ' Ttiis being 
done, we were ordered to march through the thicket and take position 
in rear as a support to the fourteenth, which had been previously sent 
into the fight. I marched a short distance through the thicket and 
came upon the first regiment, lying down. Halting, therefore, a few 
seconds, to make^ome enquiry about the position of the fourteenth, 
I gave the command, ''left face," marched around the left of the 
first regiment, then marched to the frojit and took position about two 
or three hundred 'yards in rear of the firing, wikh my right flank a' 
short. distance ffoiQf and nearly opposite, the centre of the line of the 
•first regiment and perpendicular to it, and made the men lie down, in 
order to protect them from the bullets which were flying fast and 
thick over and about us. We remained in this position until {(he close 
of the fight, about half past eight, P.. ^1., having seven men wounded 
at this place. Colonel McGowan now brought out his comnland, (the 
fourteenth,) and the regiments of the brigade bivouacked. About 
ten or eleven o'clock at night, the General himself came to us and 
ordered us to return in the morning to the place we had left in the 
evening. This we did, and remained in that position until about six 
o'clock, P. M., of Tuesday, Jst July. We were then marched up the 
road about two miles, passing the battle ground of the previous day, 
and were there halted. In a very short time the battle of the 1st of 
July began, and progressed fiercely in front of us and* on the right 
wing of the enemy. The firing of the' enemy soon slackened on his 
right, but was taken tfp fiercely along his line towards his centre and 
left, and we were marched back about half a mile/ halted and faced 
to. the front. General Htill came up and ordered the twelfth and four- 
teenth to remain in that position, and watch towards the enemy. *Here 
we remained, until the close of the fight, without participating in the 
engagement. I close this report by acknowledging the cordial and effi- 
cient assistance rendered me by Lieut. Colonel Cad. Jones, the only 
field officer I had, and also by bearing testimony to the faithful dis- 
charge, by Dr. k J. Ford Prieleau, Surgeon, and Dr. J. W. Keith, 
Assistant Surgeon, of their arduous duties. ' 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 0 

D. BARNES, Colonel, commanding I2tk regH. 



REPORT OF COLONEL MALLORY. 



Headquarters Fifty-fifth Virginia Volunteers, ) 
# ' ' * July 12, 1862." J 

Captain G. F. Harrison, , • 

A: A, G. 9 First Brigade, Light Division : 
'' '. • » . ' if' 
Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of my 

regiment in the recent engagements before Richmond: 

On the night of Wednesday, June 25th, the regiment was on picket 
ne'ar the Little, Meadow Bridges. 'About three o'clock, P. M., Thurs- 
day, June 26th; it being reported that the enemy's pickets had been 
withdrawn^ I immediately took possession of. the bridge which he had 
held. Our brigade being in advance, was soon ordered to cross. The 
fortieth Virginia crossed first, followed by the fifty-fifth Virginia and 
the other regiments composing the brigade. A mile or more beyoad 
the swamp, the regiment was formed in line of battle across the road 
where the first prisoner was taken- by Capt. Alexander's ifttnpany."- It 
was here that we received a few shots from the enemy's pickets, which 

. retreated in haste. Turning to the right, we marched in' the direc- 
Jtion of Mechanicsville. About half a mile from Mechanic§ville our 
line of battle was again* formed on the right of- the road, supported 
by the sixtieth Virgina, Colonel Starke commanding — the fortieth 
Virginia on the left, supported by the forty -seventh Virginia regi- 
ment and'second Virginia battalion. We advanced upon Mechanics- 
ville, exposed to a very heavy fire from three of the enemy's batteies. 
After advancing a short distance beyond the village our line of battle 
was changed to the left, facing the batteries. We advanced some six" 
hundred. yards in the direction of the right battery, when, not wish- 
ing to be separated from the ^ remainder of the brigade, it became 
necessary to cross the field tp'the left, the left of the brigade being 
at this time under cover of the woods. This was done by marching 

.obliquely across the field, approaching the battery as we neared the 
woods to prevent trfeir getting our ranges Before entering the woods 
the regiment was halted just below the brow of a slight hill and the 
men 'ordered .to lie down to protect them from the shell, grape, and 

•canister, which were toeing used with great effect. .Our. biigade was 
then ordered to advance. We moved forward a few huujdred yards, 
under very heavy fire and entered -a wood which we attempted to 
charge through. But *the undergrowth being very thick and finding 
another brigade in front of us, our men ^became scattered, many of 
them mfxing in with this brigade, \ ordered a halt, but finding it im- 
possible toform the regiment in sucrh a plaxje, I direoted the men to. 
fall ba<jk to the £dge x>f-the woods and reform.* This was done in very 
good drder. .By this fiiiife if was quite -dark, and my m«n being, very 
mugh exhausted, I fell back about a hundred yards, over a hill, where 
we rejoined the brigade and rented fnr the night. ^In this engagement' 
my loss was very heavy, being greater than that of both the others. 



Captain William L. Brook, company K, was killed while gall'antly* 
leading his company, and both of his lieutenants wounded. His 
company was on the left of the colors, and suffered more than any 
other. Captain Street, and Lieutenants Boughan Kerr and Goodrich 
were wounded in this engagement, besides a number of men. ' About 
twelve o'clock, on Friday, June 27th, the regiment was formed with 
the brigade and marched in the direction of Gaines' Mjll, Lieutenant 
Colonel Christian commanding. After passing a short distance be- 
yond the mill, the brigade was formed in line of battle to support 
General Anderson's brigade, who were -ordered to attack the enemy 
in front. We advanced to*his support until we found the'brigade 
halted in a smalj orchard in an open space in front of the enemy's 
battery.- This brigade finally broke arid ran through ours, throwing 
it into some confusion. We, however, did not retire until ordered 
by General Field, to "fall back in order." This was not very well 
executed ; but a portion of the regiment was immediately rallied by 
Colonel Christian, nnd remained with him during the remainder of 
the evening, doing good service. In this engagement, .Lieutenants 
Msrnn and Garnett were killed, and Lieutenant Brockenbrough and 
two' or three color-bearers, wounded; On Sunday, June 29th', we 
marched from Gaines' Mill to the south side of the Chickahominy. 
Monday morning, we marched "a few miles and were halted in the 
woods un,til about five o'clock, P. M., when we were ordered, with 
the brigdde, to go to- the support of General 'Kemper. We marched 
at a double-quick, when we were formed in line of battle on the 
right of the road, the sixtieth Virginia on our left. We advanced 
through the w^ods until we came to the brow of a hill, where, was a 
battery recently taken from the enemy. The brigade which had taken 
it had disappeared, and the enemy had advanced to within a few yards 
•of the battery. We halted, fired a few volleys, and charged, driving 
the enemy about a mile into the woods, wh?n we "halted to reform, and 
finding that the enemy were about to Hank us, we fell back to the 
edge of the woods, where we remained until the firing had ceased. 
The regiment was* ordered to remain at this point until the captured 
battery could be taken off, when wq marched' back across the fiefd. 
and bivouacked for the night. In this engagement, Lieutenant Col- 
onel Christian was seriously wounded, Major Burke and Captain 
Wright, killed, and Lieutenants Hall and Blair, and Adjutant Wil- 
liams, wounded. The regiment was in readiness to participate in the« 
engagement of Tuesday, July 1st; but was not actively /engaged. 
The officers and men who remained with the regiment, &c£ed well ; but 
many of them, who had been on the sick list previously, and were just 
•returned to duty when we^tarted, being weak, were compelled to fall 
out during the march. 4 

I beg leave to call the attention of the General commanding to the 
following named officersW'or coolness under fire, and Hie efficient man- 
ner in whichlthey performed their duties : Lieutenant Colonel Chris- 
tian, who fell m< rtally wounded in the charge of the 30th ; Adjutant 
'Williams, Captain ^tuntleroy, Captain Saunders, Captain Rice, Cap- 
tain Roy, Captain Jett, Captain Healy, Captain Lawson, and Captain 
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Alexander, and Lieutenants BrockenbTough, Roane, Reynolds, 
Da^vis, Healy and Street ; particularly Captain Fauntleroy and Lieu- 
tenants Brockenbrough and Roane. • ' * 

The General's attention is also called to the following named % non- 
commissioned officers and privates : SergeanMnajor Mallory ; -Color- 
sergeant Fauntleroy*; Corporal Micon, company A; private Nichol- 
son, company C, and Costenbader, company E/ 

The following are names of non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates honorably mentioned by their" Captain^ : 

Company A — Privates Ruffin Starke, E. T. Smith, Robert Carter, 
R. H. Dunmead, A. F. Allen. 1 '- f * 

• Company C. — Private Thomas Thurston. 

Company D — Privates Archibald Brooks,* G. E? Minor, Reuben 
L. Dyke, G. Shackleford and Burwell Mitchell. 

Company G. — [William T. Garrettes, J. W. Carter, R. SL Burch, 
T. M. George, A. W. Hundley, W* C. Wayne, and E. D. Munday. 

Company II — Privates A..E Vaughan, G. W. Vaughan, N. 
'Mason /E. Clagville, arid J. R. Trader. Corporal Stilf fought through 
all the battles with a sick leave injiis pocket. 

Company I. — William T. Cowan, James Yates, R. Todd, and V. 
H. Fauntleroy. ' 

Company M — Sergeants Bullock and Morris ; Privates James W. 
Smith, R. 0. ^erry, McGary Burress, Bfanton Humphreys, Johnson 
Newton, S. Rice, and Goodrich. Sergeant Robinson, company M, 
acted well. 

The aggregate loss is as follows : Killed, 22 ; wounded, 04 ; miss- 
ing, 3. ..... 

, I am Captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. . MALLORY, 
Colonel, commanding both Virginia. 



' REPORT. OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL- BARBER. 

'IIead'qrs TiiIrty Seventh Regiment N. Carolina Troops, ) 

. * * J?/% 13, 1862. ] 

General : The thirty-seventh regiment left its camp on the 25th 
June, pursuant to orders, with the other regiments composing your 
brigade, and on the 26th, crossed the Chickahominy. On 'the even- 
ing of the 26th, my cdmmand reached Mechanicsville, and was ex- 
posed to a severe artillery, fire*, which woifnded, severely, several men 
and two officers; but thd regiment was not otherwise^ engaged. On 
the evening of tbfc 27th,. we reached Cold Harbor, and my command 4 
was ordered into action. Not knowing the position of the enemy, we 
moved up the road some two hundred yards, when the enemy opened 
a deadly fire upon us, killing seveyal and wounding a large number. 
The swamp and undergrowth rendered it very difficult to form "the 
regiment in line of battle, which, together with the destructive fire of 
the enemy, threw it into considerable confusion, thereby rendering it 
inefficient for a short time, until 'order could be restored. t During 
the rest- of the engagement it behaved very well.. 

On Monday evening, the 30th instant, my regiment, with the other 
regiments of your command, charged the strong position occupied by 
the enemy's artillery and infantry. Throughout this* engagement, 
my regiment behaved with great gallantry, driving the enemy before 
them w 7 ith great loss. 

% On Tuesday evening, the regiment was again under arms, and un- 
der fire, but was not engaged. $.11 the officers of my command be- 
haved well, except those who have been jeported to General Hill, ' 
under previous orders. *I takfc pleasure in mentioning, specially, 
Captain Melon, who remained with his company during tjiese trying 
scenes, although more than sixty years old, und worn out by expo- 
sure" and fatigue. • In the action of Monday evening, Colonel Lee was 
killed while gallantly leading the regiment into action. He was a 
brave, experienced officer, and a pure man. His loss will be severely 
felt. ' • # . 

'Lieutenant l^sham Hartjoy was mortally. w r ounded on Friday even- 
ing, and has since died. He was an excellent ^officer and a brave, 
true man. My total losses one hundred and thirty-eight killed and 
wounded.. A number of the wounded have died since the action. A 
list of killed and wounded has been heretofore forwarded to you. 
Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM M, BARBER. 
Lieut. Colonel, commanding 31th regiment N. C. T. 



LIST OF OFFICERS of Thirty-seventh Regiment who absented 
themselves from theif companies without Have : . ' • 

Lieutenant McCoy, and Second Lieutenant Sammons, company I, 
alleged sickness. * ' * 



Lieutenant Owens, company K, behaved badly, and lias not yet 
returned. 

Lieutenant Smith, company F, went to camp, on Tuesday, without 
permission ; alleges ljp was sick and unfit for duty. 

# \ WM,' M. BARBER, 

J An tenant Colonel, 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN MARMADUKE JOHNSON* 

I • • * 

- . Richmond? July 17, 1863. 

General : I have just received your order directing me to report 
to you the part taken by my battery in the late combats b- fore Hich- 
mond, accompanied with a list of the killed, wounded, missing, etc. 
I beg leave to state that I should have done this some time since, but 
for continued and severe indisposition, on account of which I am now 
confined in my chamber. 

It may not he impertinent to state that, on Thursday, the 2fyh 
ultimo, I was under the command of Brigadier Greneral • Branch, and 
march jd ray battery with his brigade, from Brooke Church to Met^mn- 
icsville, and arrived at that place late in the evening, and but a short 
time before the battle ceased. I took my position behind some in- 
completed breastworks, enected by the enemy, and had hardly planted 
my battery when the order was given to cease firing. The breast- 
works were not in condition to be .serviceable, 'and 1 kept my men at 
work all ni^ht in putting them in condition so that they could be 
useful. Abotit daybreak the enemv's batteries, which had created so 
much havoc the evening before, opened'on me, and also most vigor- 
ously shelled ail the quarters surrounding it. % I immediately replied, 
having the co-operation of none of the other batteries*on the field — 
Captain Mcintosh having exhausted his ammunition the evening be- 
fore, and Captain Peg ram-, I believe, having been ordei^d to hold his 
fire. So that this battle was contested alone by my battery and 
those of the enemy. At six o'clock precisely, I entirely silenced and 
repulsed them, they hastily leaving their works, after having suffered 
very great damage, as was obvious from a subsequent visit to the en- 
trenchments. During the two hours of this engagement the fire was 
unceasingly vigorous on both sides. The enemy had an almost perfect 
range, and he would have done serious injury to my command, but 
for the fortunate protection of the breastworks mentioned. 

I beg leave to say, that too much pmise cannot be awarded to the 
officers and men for the coolness and intrepidity manifested by them 
in this, the first heivy engagement in wh*ch they had ever participated. 
In this engagement only two men and two horses were slightly 
wounded. 

Later in the day, I marched to the scene of the bloody battle which 
took place on Friday, and, quite late in the evening, was ordered by 
General Lee to report with my battery to you, which I immediately 
did with all •possible dispatch. Yoir yourself were a personal witness 
to the behavior of the men and- officers. You saw the fearless cour- 
age with which they fought through that> deadly fire, until twenty of 
them 'fell, ten horses killed, and woutfded, and th$ battery entirely 
disabled, exposed to -the fire not only of the batteries of the enemy, 
but of sharpshooters, who couhf not be seen. You sa$v them silence 
one of'the batteries*and manfully resist others, until, by your orders, 
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I withdrew them from tne field. It is needless, therefore, for mo to 
assure you of my gratification at their behavior. 

Accompanying, I send you a list of the casualties, as directed. * 
I have the honor, General, to be, 

Your most respectful and obedient servant, 

• ' MAKMADUKE JOHNSON, Captain. 



f 



REPORT OF COLONEL LANE. 

Headquarters Twenty-eighth Regiment «N. (3. Volunteers, > 

Near Richmond, July 12, 1862. \ 

Brigadier General L. O'B. Branch, 

Commanding Fourth Brigade* Light Division : 

General : I have the honor to report that on Wednesday, the 25th 
of June, I left camp with my regiment, numbering four hundre'd and 
eighty, and, with the balance of your brigade, proceeded up the Tele- 
graph road, crossed the Chickahominy on the , morning of the 26th, 
und advanced towards Meadow Bridge. Two of my companies- were 
ordered to Mrs. Crenshaw's bridge to apprise" Lieutenant Colonel 
Hoke, with a portion of his regiment, .which was doing picket duty 
on the south side of the Chickahominy, that the way was clear. Wo 
then continued our march towards Mechanicsville. 

The fight had commenced on our reaching this place, and we were, 
ordered to support a battery, which was firing from the works -to the 
left of the road. I had one man wounded that evening. We slept 
upon the field, and were held as\a support again next morning, when . 
the artillery opened upon us, and another, one of my men was 
wounded. As soonms it was ascertained that the enemy had aban- 
doned his position, and was in full retreat, w,e were ordered to follow, 
and, on reaching u Cold Harbor," the seventh North Carolina troops . 
and my regiment were ordered into the wjgods to the left of the road 
leading to the battle-field. The seventh preceded us, and when I was 
about to form my regiment on its left, a ^harp fire, both* of shell and 
infantry, was opened upon us, causing one of .the wings of tho 
seventh to give way. On asking the catse $f this, I was- informed 
by some of the company officers of the seventh, whose names I do 
not know, that Colonel Campbell had ordered them to fa*ll back, and, 
as there was a large pond of water in my rear, I led my regiment 
out of the woods by the left flank, when I met you and was ordered 
back. I then marched up the road and wheeled my entire regiment » 
into f the same piece of woods. Colonel Lee followed with his regi- 
ment, which he intended posting to my right, but the enemy opened 
upon him just as he was about to turn the angle of the road, and his 
right was thrown into confusion. This caused companies D, # A and 
I, of the right wing, and company H, to the left of the colors, in my 
regiment„to give way. Company D promptly reformed and came 
into line ; the other three companies, I am told, reformed and at- 
tached themselves, for the remainder of the day, fo other regiments. 
They were not with me. Colonel Campbell's regiment,^ seven of my 
companies, Lieutenant Webb of company H, and a few rank and filo 
from the three missing companies, engaged the enemy in the woods 
and were exposed to a hot fire, when fresh troops came up and re- 
lieved us temporarily. • 
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Major James Barbour, General Elzey's assistant adjutant general, * 
approached me soon afterwards and requested me to take my com- 
mand to thfc support of a portion of his forces, which had advanced 
into the open field in front of the woods. My command advanced 
most gallantly through the woods arid into the open field, although, 
exposed, to a front and right enfilade infantry fire, and bravely re- 
mained there until General George B. Anderson's brigade clebouched 
from the woods to ouy left and .charged across the field. I ordered, 
my men to cease firing when this brigade was nearly in front of us, 
and, forming on the right, assisted them in clearing the field of the 
enemy. 

At the ",advice " of General Anderson, my men being now very- 
much fatigued, I remained With a portion of his brigade, in a some- 
what sheltered position, until nightfall, when I rejoined you.,. Our 
loss in this engagement was thirteen killed and seventy-eight 
wounded. 

Sunday evening we recrossed the Chickahominy, and on Monday 
evening (the 30th) were among the first to engage the enemy. The. 
whole brigade advance^" driving the foe before us, notwithstanding; 
the character of the ground. My regiment, in its advance, had to* 
pass through two skirts of woods, containing swampy ground,' and 
an intermediate open field,. # in which there was a dwelling, surrounded 
by a yard and garden, all of which, I am' told, had been converted 
into a temporary breastwork by the enemy. 1 All of my men behaved 
well in this action,«notwithstanding they were 'exposed to a murderous 
fire of shell, grape and small arms. I did not remain with my regi- 
ment until the close of the fight, as a flesh wound in the right cheek 
forfced me to leave the field. .Our loss was six killed and fifty wounded. 

We were not actually engaged in the Tuesday's fight, though Ave* 
were ordered out late in fye evening and were exposed to a terrific 
shelling, first in the open field in front of the enemy's guns, and then 
to the left,, in a small. piece Of woods. Fortunately, we had only one 
man wounded and none killed. * " , 

With only one field officer, three* captains, but few lieutenants, 
and our ranks greatly reduced by sickness, caused by the hardships 
we had to undergo in our retreat.from Hanover Court-House, we had 
to contend with the enemy in the recent terrible engagements before 
Richmond under many disadvantages ; but our loss, one hundred and 
fifty killed and wounded, tfuj of an effective forc#ftt four hundred 
and -eighty, including the ambulance corps, about one-third, will 
show how nobly the twenty-eighth behaved in this great struggle for 
independence. 

I would respectfully call to your attention Captain T. James Line- 
barger, of company 0, and Captain D. A. Parker, of company D; 
first Lieutenant , N. Clark,* of company E; first Lieutenant E.G. 
Morrow, of company G; first Lieutenant W. W. Cloninger,-of com- 
pany B; second Lieutenant Robert D. Rhyne, of company B. All 
of these officers behaved with great gallantry aiM bravery. 

Sergeant-Major Miltorf A. Lowe, on the battle-field of the 27th; 
and 30th, more than once provedjbimself a brave and fearless young* 
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defender of southern rights, and has won the admiration of all whc 
saw him. * 

Color-bearer J. P. Little, of company 0, was wounded on the 27th, 
but was at his post again in a shott time". « 

Respectfully, 

t JAMES H. LANE, 
Colonel commanding Ttpenty-eigkth Regiment N. C. Volunteers 



REPORT OF LIETTENANT. COLONEL HOKE. 



Headquarter^ Thirty-third Regiment N. C. Tkoops, > 

July 12th, 1862. 5 

General L. O'B. Branch,- 

Fourth Brigade, Light Division : *• 

*Dear General: On 35th June you called the commanding officers 
of your brigade together and informed us of the intended, and man- 
ner of, attact*lipon the enemy who were on the north side of the 
Chickahominy', and at the same time ordered me to have my command 
ready to move at five o'clock, P. M., with three* days' rations. I 
having five companies on picket at the Crenshaw bridge, was ordered 
to take command at that point, while the other five companies, under 
Major Cowan, would march with the brigade, and cross the river at 
the Telegraph biadge, and move down the river, in order to drive the 
enemy from their position. K 

My orders were, that I should cross the river,* with the five compa- 
nies, as soon as I heard firing, and make, an attack in the rear of the 
enemy. t 

About twelve o'clock, on the 26th, I heard sharp skirmishing, and 
drew in^ my pickets,' in order to cross, and, while doing so, 
could see that the enemy were in full retreat. While crossing 
the river, I received a despatch from you, ordering me to join the 
command; that you were in the road immediately opposite. I joined 
the command, and from that point we marched to Mechanic3ville, and 
reached that place under a most terrific fire of shot and shell. 

About twelve o'clock, P. M., the firing ceased, and we were or- 
dered to lie in our position upon our arms. . At» three otlock, A. M., 
of the 27th, we were ordered to be ready to march at a moment's 
warning ;-but did not take up the line of march until twelve o'clock, 
and then moved in the direction of Gaines' Mills down the Chicka- 
hominy. We reached that point at four o'clock, p. M., and finding 
heavy fighting going on, were ordered immediately into the engage- 
ment, and, remaining in the fight until dark, by which time the en- 
emy had been driven back a distance of two miles, I then reported to 
you, with my command, at the roa!d, and wa3 ordered to b'ivouac my 
men and give them rest. This was a -hard fought battle, and the men 
deserve great praise for their coolness and firmness on this occasion. 

On the 28th- we remained quiet all day. The enemy having been 
driven across the Chickahominy, we were ordered to prqpare two 
days' rations, and be ready to march at daylight. 

On the 29th we" recrossed the river and moved down James 
river, marching a distance of twelve or fifteen miles and encamping. 

On the 3Uth we again marched down the river, in order to make 
an attack,* and reached the point about three o'clock. The presence 
of the enemy was soon made known by the roaring of artillery, and 
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we were immediately ordered up the road in the direction of the en- 
emy, by a flank movement, Tinder a very great fire "of shot and sheU. 
Soon, you, at the head of your brigade, filed to the right, and, mov- 
ing six hundred yards *in that direction, halted, faced to the front, 
fdrmed a line of battle, and moved' slowly # through a skirt of woods 
until you reached an open field. ' You then halted, formed a perfect 
line of battle, and charged by the double-quick, and with a yell, the 
enemy's batteries, which were strongly supported by infantry across 
this field, a distance/ of five hundred yards. We, at the same time, 
were -enfiladed by grape, shot ; but neither fire upon the front or.flank 
at all stopped the men, but' on they pressed, and soon silenced the fire 
upon them. They seemed not to heed the falling of friends by their 
side; but had the great duty of defeating the enemy foTemost in their 
minds. Here, my loss was heavy, not so much in killed as in 
wounded. 

My men, in this charge, had no cover at all. 1 cannot refrain from 
asking that great praise may - be given to both officers and men, for 
their actions on this occasion. 

After passing through the field and entering the woods on the op- 
posite side, my regiment became divided, by the interference of a 
Brigadier General, unknown to me, who had ordered the left of my 
regiment to march to the left I remained, with a portion of my 
men on the field, until dark, and reported to you in an old field, at 
which place you were encamped. 

On the 1st of July, we were quiet, until six o'clock in the evening, 
at which time we were ordered in to support D. II. Hill's division. 
In this fight, I was not engaged, but was under a heavy fire of shot 
and shell. ' * 

On the 2d and 3d of July, we were marching after the enemy ; but 
their retreat was too speedy to be overtaken. We then bivouacked 
for several days, inviting the enemy to battle, which was not accepted. 
We then marched toMhis point, arriving here on the 9th instant. *"■ 

My loss was very heavy for a small command. The report of casual- 
ties has been sent in, as well as that of the action of officers and 
tnen, which need correction. ♦ • 

I am happy to say that, with few exceptions, I am truly proud of 
the officers and men of my command. I cannot well make distinction 
among those officers and men who so nobly did their duty, but ask that 
credit maj be given those to whom it is due, and action taken against 
those who deserve it. , . . - . 

Casualties. — Killed, eight; Wounded, k fifty-two ; missing, fifteen. 
Total, seventy-five. • .» 

Very respectfully, 

K. L. HOKE, 

Colonel commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL HAMILTON.; 



• . Headquarters First Regiment South Carolina Vols., } 
Camp on' New Market Road, July 14, $ 

Brigadier General Maxcy* Gregg, 

Commanding Second Brigade, Light Division : 

In obedience to orders, I desire to report as to the part taken by 
my regiment in the recent battles of the 27th* and 30th June, and jthe 
1st of Jitfy, 1862. ' ' ' 

v On Thursday afternoon, the v 26th. June, I put my regiment in 
march-, to cross the Chickahominy at Meadow Bridge. Nothing of 
importance occurred until my regiment (leading the brigade) reached 
a position, commanded by the battery of the enemy, near Mechanics- 
ville turnpike, when a pretty sharp fire of shot and shell was opened 
upon my regiment. By compelling my men to lie down behind the 
crest of the hill; 1 escaped, with the wounding of only two men, (com- 
pany F.) 

On Friday morning lay regiment, and that of Colonel Barnes, 
leading the other regiments of the brigade, commenced the advance upon 
4;he lines of the enemy! We crossed Beaver Dam, only being slightly 
annoyed by the skirmishers of the enemy. On reaching one of the 
camps of the enemy, shortly before vacated, I was astonished to find* 
myself under fire from field artillery. It, however, proved to be a 
section of artillery belonging to the army of General Jackson. The. 
mistake was sopn discovered ; but, unfortunately, not in time to pre- 
vent the wounding of Lieutenant Heice, company 0, and one private of 
the same company. After a short delay, I was ordered to advance 
upon Powhite creek, throwing 'out skirmishers in advance. This was 
done ; and for some little time a brisk fire'was kept up on both sides ; 
but the enemy soon ceased to attempt to dispute the crossing of the 
creek, which was done very quietly, and without any interruption. 
After a short rest, to enable us to collect and provide for our wounded, 
we resumed our march, and soon came upon the camp of the seventh 
Massachusetts regiment,. who seemed at first disposed to give us bat- 
tle*; but, upon giving the order to charge bayonets, at double quick, 
they broke and fled. We continued to advance, and upon gaining an 
open field, commanding a view of the enemy's position at Cold Har-. 
bor, we were subjected to a severe fire of shells from the battery of 
the enemy. This fire was soon silenced by our own battery, and 
then, under your order, I ^advanced upon the position of the enemy 
through a thick swampy piece of* ground, .and formed line of battle 
on the edge of the open field. In a short time I saw a brigade mov- 
ing down upon us. When within ea§y range of us .they opened, a 
most deadly fire upon my regiment, wounding and killing a large 
number of my officers and men, and amongst these all of my color 
guard. .Here was my principal loss, amongst them Lieutenant Colo- 
mel Smith, wh<* had distinguished himself for gallatftry and good con- 



483 



duct, although feeble from a recent severe illness. His wound, 
which at first was apparently slight, proved, eventually, mortal, and 
he sank to rest calm and composed, feeling that he had done his duty 
to his 'country. After being so severely handled, I considered it 

t proper to take my regiment out from under fire, which was accord-* 
ingly done. Upon coming out* of the swamp, I found Colonel Mar- 
shall, with a remnant of his regiment. This, with my own, I formed 
in line, and, under orders from General Lee and Major General A. P. 
Hill, I took command of these two fragments of .regiments, and led 
them into the wood in rear of the position occupied by the brigades 
of Generals Anderson and Field. Soon I was joined by a portion of 
Colonel Edward's regiment, under Major Farrow, and, with .this por- 
- tion of the brigade,. I occupied the ground as abtive indicated,- and on 
Saturda'y mornmg, I marched my regiment, by your ordcfrs, to 
another position, near the. battle* ground, where we remained until* 
Sunday, the 29th of June. On tljis day we recrbssed the Chicka- 
hominy; We marched in pursuit of the -enemy, but did not come up 
with them* until Monday evening, the 30th of. June. Then, although 
under fire, and having several soldiers and one lieutenant (Sweeny, 
company K,^ wounded by the fire of tlie;enemy, there was no chance 
of our coming in actual contact with the enemy, from the fact that the 

. ground in frtmt of us was occupied by others Of^our own troops. We 
were likewise drawn out on Tuesday afternoon, 1st July, but did not* 

% become engaged with the enemy, although for some time under the 
fire of artillery. We continued the pursuit of the enemy, (with the rest 
of the second brigade,) who had sought the shelter of their gunboats ; 
und, after remaining for twenty?four hours near them, we were or- 
dered back to the neighborhood of Richmond, to go into camp. 

I feel that it would be invidious, where' all of my officers, and most 
of my soldiers, behaved so well, to single out any one for special praise; . 
except that I desire to mention private Dominick Spellinan, of com- 

• pany K, who bore my colors gallantly during the battle, after Ser- 
geant Taylor and Corporal Hayne, who, carrying the colors, were 
. shot down — the latter taking them from my hands when the former 
vras first struck, to be mortally wounded himself immediately. I have 
promoted private Spellman to be color-bearer, for gallantry on the 
field of battle. . • 

I beg to submit appended list of casualties, marked A, and likewise 
list£ showing where each officer and soldier of the regiment was on 
thg three days in which wo were engaged with the enemy. 

I am, General, very respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

* D. H. HAMILTON, 
Colonel -First Regiment South Carolina Volunteers, 
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LETTER OF GENERAL GREGG TO GENERAL COOPER. 

Headquarters Second Brigade, Light Division, > 
J^aurel Hill, July 18, 1862. ' ■ } 

To General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant General of the Army, Richmond : 

General : r I learn' from Colonel Hamilton, commanding first South , 
Carolina volunteers, that, in an interview with yourself and the Sec- 
retary of War, the other day*, the name of Major McCrady, of the 
same regiment, having been somewhat accidentally mentioned, Colo- 
nel Hamilton expressed the- opinion that Major 'McCrady had not 
behaved properly, saying he had served on my staff on the 27th of 
June, but qould not find his regiment until it % was driven back* and 
that now he had gone home- on sick leave. . Upon which you re- 
marked that Colonel Hamilton had better have him ordered back, and 
that you would issue such order, if Colonel Hamilton desired it, and 
that if he should not report, you would have a letter of another kind 
addressed to him, which would compel him, to resign. To which the 
Secretary of War assented. 

,1 differ entirely with Colenel Hamilton in the view which he takes 
of Major McCrady's conduct, and I beg leave to interpose to prevent 
any hasty action from being taken against Major. McCrady, without 
giving him a fair hearing. When my brigade was put. in march,, at 
the commencement of the late operations, Major. McCrady was sick 
in Richmond. He left a sick # bed, and overtook me on the battle- 
field at. Cold Harbor, looking extremely, feeble and ill. He said 'to 
me that he thought he might be able to accompany me and perform 
some staff duty, although not strong enoagfcto accompany his regi- 
ment. This might we41 be, as I had required the field officers to dis- 
mount ! awhile for the purpose of seeing better and sending orders 
•more promptly. Myself and my staff remained on horse back. I do 
not think Maj6r McCrady could have reasonably anticipated less risk 
in accompanying me on . staff duty, mounted, than in marching with 
his regiment on foot. I requested him to accompany me, and he did 
so^ In the heat of the battle, I sent him to rally a portion of my % 
troops, which, from the difficulty of the ground and the firceneSs of 
the enemy's fire, had got into, some disorder. I do not think 1 saw 
him again.' Some time after, proceeding to execute my oilier, he was 
seen by one of my captains retiring in a state of exhaustion. He 
told this officer that he had^ rallied the troops referred to, and staid 
with them in the fight until his strength gave out entirely. Major 
McCrady's regiment 'had, at this time, been formed, by my orders, 
somqwhat to the* rear, preparatory to another movement. Major 
McCrady went to it, and, in attempting to dismount, fell to the ground, 
as'I have been informed by his brother, Lieutenant Thomas McCrady, 
who was obliged* to leave him thus lying on the ground, when the 
regiment was shortly afterwards ordered by Major General A. P. Hill, 
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to take a position in advance. Lieutenant 'McCrady has not since 
seen the#Major, but understands tha"t he got back to Richmond in a. 
carriage in which he had come to the immediate neighborhoods the 0 
battle ground, I understand thai Major McCrady afterwards went 
home on sick leave, granted in Richm6nd, •without referring the ap~* 
plication to his commanding officers. If this proceeding was irreg- 
ular, it was an irregularity which the. War Department has permitted 
until very lately, if it is not still permitted, and Major McGrady 
cannot bo held responsible for it. Colonel Hamilton himself was 
very unwell during the late operations of the army, and at one time, 
on the march on the 29th June, sank fainting from his horse. lie 
refused, however, to go off duty, and although I was advised to order 
him, I judged it best not to do so. By the power of his constitution,. 
Colonel Hamilton. was able to overcome .disease in a remarkable man- 
ner, and this may cause him- to apply his own standard to other men. 
But I do not think it-right. Few men have such power. Possibly 
Major McCrady may not possess it; but Major McCrady had been 
sick for a month before the march commenced, and was perhaps in a 
condition of body which no power of mir\d could overcome. • I sqo 
no reason whatever to question the good conduct of Major McCrady. 
I respectfully request that you will ask the Secretary of War to read 
this. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,. 

Your obedient servant, 

MAXCY GREGG, ' 
Brigadier General. P. 0. Si 



REPORT OF COLONEL HAYWOOD. 

• Headquarters Seventh Regiment North Carolina. Troops, } 

'' July 1862. j 

Brigadier General L. O'B. Branch, ' ' . 

Commanding Fourth Brigade, Light Division : . 

General : In consequence of the fall of that gallant soldier and 
generous gentleman, Colonel R. P. Campbell, late the commanding 
officer "of this regiment, who was slain in the fight near Gaines' Mill 
on the 27th ultimo, it becomes my duty, as second in command of 
this regiment, to report to you the 'proceedings of my troops in the 
recent battles before Richmond. His fittest monument is the tattered 
flag which drooped above our glorious dead when this fearful conflict 
was over. * 

I have the honor to report that, on the 25th June, 1862, after 
orders were received from you, we proceeded, together .with thc'rest 
of your brigade, from our camp, on the Brooke turnpike, up' the Tel- 
egraph road, towards the Chickahominy river. On the* following 
morning, at half past three,' A. M., after bivouacking the night pre- 
vious, in pursuance of orders' received from you*, we were in readiness 
to move, but did not change our position until ten o'clock, A. M., in 
consequence, as I was informed, of the want of information as to the 
position of Major General Jackson. At this hour we were put in 
motion, the seventh regiment being in thei front of your brigade. 
We soon reached the Chickahominy, upon the crossing of which I 
was immediately thrown forward with three companies, to- wit: com- 
panies C, F and A of this regiment, about one-quarter of a mile in 
front of the head of our column, for the purpose of dislodging the 
enemy's pickets between us and the Meadow' Bridge. After march- 
ing a few miles I encountered about two hundred of the enemy, whQm 
we^immediately attacked and, after a short conflict, drove from their 
position. We succeeded in capturing their flag and several of their 
company books and memoranda, with » slight loss of wounded and 
none killed on my part. The loss of the enemy we had no means of 
ascertaining. The next point at which we encountered the enemy, 
was a few hundred ya^rds beyond Atlee's station, on the Virginia Cen- 
tral railroad. Here we had another severe skirmish. Colonel Camp- 
bell, of the seventh regiment, immediately ordered forward company 
B. During the skirmish one of the last named company was "mor- 
tally' and a few soldiers of. the other companies were seriously 
wounded. It is a palpable duty, General, that I sh'ould express my 
high appreciation of the gallant conduct of the three companies that 
were more immediately under my command. Captain J. McLeod 
Turner, of company F, had assigned to him the perilous duty of cov- 
ering my ifront and skirmishing through woods, open . fields and 
swamps, for the purpose of discovering the enemy's pickets. When- 
ever he became engaged he was promptly and fearlessly sustained by 
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Captain R. B. McRae and J. G. -Knox, of companies C and A, tinder 
my command. Captain McRae succeeded in bringing away the ene- 
my's flag from the first skirmish, near Crenshaw's, and Captain Knox 
did his. best in effecting the, dislodg»ent of the enemy. Afte"r this 
second skirmish company F was withdrawn^from the front, and com- 
pany A. ordered to assume that position, in order to divide the labors 
of the march... Captain Knox's company was now engaged in actively 
firing* for a while upon an actual or supposed enemy in tmr front, but 
there*was no response. . . 

About the middle of the afternoon, having learned that the greater 
portion of Major General A. P. Hill's division had crossed the Chick- 
ahominy and was in front of us, I reported to ydu, whereupon* I was 
ordered to unite my command with the rest of my regiment, under 
Colonel Campbell. I may confidently assert that no unnecessary 
time was spent in the* various skirmishes just described. 

About an hour and a half before dark we reached Mechanicsville,- 
under a terrific fire of shot and* shell. For a short time, we were 
compelled to wait until we could receive orders from General Hill. 
Before dark, .we were ordered to'take our position in a road which ap- 
peared to. run at right angles with the road we had previously occu- 
pied and to the left of it. Upon the application of General Archer 
the seventh and twenty-eighth regiments'were ordered by you to re- 
port to him, but, upon Colonel Campbell's application, we ascertained . 
he had no immediate duty for us to perform. It was then fully dark, 
though the artillery conflict still continued, and, as soon as it ceased, 
we were ordered to take our position immediately in front of the ene- 
my's batteries and about a quarter of *a mile therefrom, being still in 
the front of your brigade. At this point we bivouacked for the 
nigh.t, and were prepared for action at, three o'clock next morning, 
under orders from you. . In a short time after this, the enemy's bat- 
teries opened upon us, as did some of their sharpshooters'. Under 
this fire we remained for* about an hour and* a half, when Ve were 
ordered into the woods on the right of the road last", spoken of, to 
which position we moved, marching by the right flank. 
. * About ten o'clock, A. M., of the 27th ultimo, we were ordered 
again to take' our position in' the road, which we accordingly did. 
After remaining there for some time, it was ascertained that the en- 
.emy had abandoped his position in the batteries. We then took up 
Our- line of march for Gaines' Mill, which point we reached between 
three and four o'clock, P. M., of the same Jay. Almost immedi- 
ately upon arriving at this point, our regiment was ordered into ac- 
tion* We advanced upon the right-hand road, having thrown for- 
ward two companies as skirmishers, who were immediately engaged, 
vfhen the whole regiment advanced rapidly to tneir support. In this 
advance, company. B did distinguished credit to-itself # and its com- 
mander, Captain R. S. Young, by the readiness wifh which it became 
aligned, and its marked steadiness in advancing under a very heavy 
fire. . As we approached, Colonel Campbell ordered the skirmishers 
to form upon the right of the regiment and the line advanced to a 
rail fence in front of the wqpds. Here we engaged the enemy, vastly su- 
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perior to. us in numbers. After holding this position for some time, 
and finding- he was not so rapidly reinforced* as he anticipated, Colo- 
nel' Campbell ordered his regiment to retire to the rear of the wood. 
The command was then seperated. About seven companies under com- 
mand of Col. Campbell, were almost immediately advanced to their pre- * 
vious position, aiad three companies under my command, to-wit, 
B, F, A,, and a portion of G, were rallied in the rear of the wood, 
and reported to Major General Hill for orders. The seven companies, 
under Col. Campbell, after driving the enemy through the*wood, were 
ordered by Major General Ewell to charge their position by a move- 
ment by the right flank. After movin'g about a quarter of a mile, * 
they were ordered to advance across a swamp, and x>ver an abattis of 
felled trees, up a hill, upon an entrenched position of the enemy. It 
was in this advance that our patriotic Colonel lost that life which was 

* so dear to his whole regiment. The colors, when the advance began, 
were in the hands of Corporal Henry. T. Fight, of cornpany-F. .He 
was instantly shot down, when they were again seized hy Corporal 
James A. Harris, of company I ; he was alsp shot down, when Colo- 
nel Campbel himself seized the colors, and, advancing some twenty 
paces in front of Kis- regiment, ordered them'not to fire, but follow 
him. Within twenty paces -of the enemy's line he was shot down, 
.when Lieutenant Luncan C. Haywood, commanding company E, 
again seized our flag, the staff* of which had been shot in two. and 
advanced to the front of the regiment. He also immediately lost his 
life, whereupon the the 'flag of the regiment was carried out of the 
action by Corporal Geary, of company C. 

It was now 'nightfall, and Major Junius L. Hill, who had behaved 
with.his utual distinguished* gajlantry, finding that more than half 
our force was destroyed, and himself exhausted by long action, and a 

♦ severe shock from one of the enemy's bombs, formed'such of his men 
as as he could v collect, and reported to me. 

The flag which was borne during this conflict was literally shot to 
pieces, and bore upon its field the maVks # of thirty-two balls. jThis is 
the best indication .of the heavy fire to which our bVave men wero.ex- 



My portion of the command, which, in obedience to orders, had 
fallen back to the rear of the wood, after the firfet two hours of the 
engagement, was, upon my application to Major General A. P. 
for orders, ordered towards the right of our lines for the purpose of 
mipportfrig a portion of General Jackson's command, which, he in- 
formed me, was then upon tl^e fieldt My men cheerfully and ear- 
"tly advanced towards the right, with cheers Tor " Old Stonewall." 
.were under heavy fire for the rest of the evening, but were not 
ctively engaged as the rest of^mr regiment ; the aforesaid portion 
Jof Jackson's command and Wheat's battalion being in bur front. 

Near nightfall I reported to you, stating the exhausted condition 
. of my troops, when you directed me to 1 form on the leffrof the road, 
approaching the enemy, and post sentinels along the road so as to 
collect such portions of your brigade as might pass aloflg said road, 
directing them to bivouac at this point. 



form* 
fcjggtl 
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On Saturday, the 28th, we remained quietly in our bivouac caring 
for the wounded and dead. 

The country and our State too painfully appreciate the loss of bur 
most capable Colonel for me to say aught in his praise. . 
% It was in this battle that company E,'und^r the command of Lieu- 
tenant Haywood,"lost all of" its officers. Lieutenants Haywood and 
Clap were killed in the brave alid faithful discharge of their duties. 
Lieut. H. C. Graham, late of the twenty-second regiment No,rth Caro- 
lina troops, # who had volunteered to take a command in the same com- 
pany, as Lieutenant, had his leg broken early in the conflict. 

Where almost every officer* has distinguished himself, it is difficult 
to bestow especial praise upon any; but the serious bereavement which 
this company has sustained, not only in the loss of their officers, but also 
in the loss of men, induces me to couTmend it to your special c6nsider- 
ation. I shall take occasion hereafter to recommend Lieutenant Gra-* 
fianY for*promotion, if his wound will admit of his again entering thd 
service. ' 

In this Bat the it was, a,lso, that Captain R. B. McRae was seriously, 
and W. N. Peoples, of company K, mortally, wounded. Lieutenant 
Jos. C. Miller, of company K, here rendered up his life, having fallen 
in close proximity to the point where Colonel Campbell fell while 
bravely leading his men into the conflict. Captain McAuley, com- 
pany 1, and Lieutenant W. J. Kerr, company D, (the color company,) 
also sustained^terious injuries fronr which they will not soon recover. 
Many others sustained injuries, the extent of which may be learned 
from official reports already published. 

• On Sunday, the 29th, we proceeded to recross the Chickahominy; and 
pursued the enemy until Monday evening, the 30th, when fie overtook 
him, and were at once formed in columns of regiments, On the right 
of the road, under cover of the woods.' In a few moments, we were, 
led into action by you, in person. Since you witnessed the' daring of 
my "regiment while advancing towards the. enemy, under a terrific 
fire, ao^ the disadvantages # under wiiich they labored in meeting re- 
treating batteries, and in not knowiug with accuracy* the point for 
which they had been 'designated. I shall leave it to you, General, to 
say all that is necessary in their praise. 

So soon as 'the'enemy appeared in sight, the order was given Tor 
ou/ regiment to charge, which we did, without faltering, and drove 
him before us for at le'ast cnc mile, every inch of which was hotly 
contested. It was now near sunset, and finding that 'he kad fallen 
upon his reserves, which extended far beyond my right flank, and 
that we had driven away ^ie immediate force that were protectingthjl 
enemy's batteries, I ordered a change of pbsition, so as to refoffl 
rear of General Pender's brigade* which was then advancing t^RH 
support. About this time, I was myself disabled by a slight wouny 
on the head,. but, by the assistance of some of my men, was enabled, 
for a while, 4o keep" the field' and to se*nd a portion of my men again 
into action under command of jMajor J. T. Hill.* * 

During tftis action, and in the reformation just spoken of, I take 
occasion to acknowledge the eminent services rendered to me, my 
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regiment, and the cause, by ]\}ajor Hill, who was always, ready to 
expose himself to the hottest fire; to Lieutenant L/ D. Stockton, my 
adjutant, who was by my side during the whole action; except when 
bearing official messages, under the enemy's fire, and did great 
service in assisting me in rallying the men; Lieutenant Munro, of 
the second North Carolina. regiment, who was acting as volunteer ; 
lieutenant in company E also distinguished himself bf conspicuous 
bravery. Captain J. McLeotl Turner, company F, and his command, 
distinguished themselves^ as .they have -always hitherto done, by the 
eagerness with which they approached the foe. Lieutenant Murchi- 
son, company C, als^proved himself a worthy successor of his disabled 
captain, R. B. McRae. It was in this contest tha^t Lieutenant J. 
Milton Alexander was mortally, and'Lieutenanfs Dickey and Black- 
mar seriously, wounded. In 'this battle I have no complaint to make 
of any officer or man in their advance upon the enemy ; and I beg 
leave ©specially to commend the conduct, not only of the officers 
whom I have just 'named, but also of Captain J. G. Harris, company 
H, and Lieutenant A. A. Pool, commanding company K. This night 
my regiment spent upon ?he. field ; and on Tuesday evening, about 
seven o'clock, while we were under, marching orders, and actually on 
the march, we were ordered into the action at Malvern Hill. We 
advanced under a h'eavy fire of artillery and musketry, but the dari- . 
ness came upon Us so rapidly that we. were not actively engaged that 
night. We were then continued in the pursuit of the enemy, until 
the 9th' instant, whe # n we were ordered to our present camp, fo^ir 
miles from Richmond. 

During these contests we have lost six officers killed or mortally 
wounded, and sixteen wounded, twenty-nine men killed on the field, 
and tto hundred and two wounded: 4 The number actually carried 
into action on Friday, 27th*ultimo, was near four hundred and fifty, 
officers <and men. In specially commending certain officers, whose 
conduct was markedly brought to my own notice, I have reason to 
believe that my officers generally behaved quite as. gallantly as they. 
It is a painful duty, in such a regiment, to record the fact that Lieu- 
tenant W. C. Gwin, of company K, absented himself from his com- 
pany and regiment, without leave,, as did, also, Lieutenant M. W. 
Hill; of company A, after the fight on Friday. It is but fair, how* 
every*to these officers to, state that no official investigation has yet 
taken place of their. conduct upon this occasion. 
I have the honor, General, to be, 

• With high respect, your obedient servant, 

ED. GRAHAM Jff AY WOOD, 
/ Colonel, commanding Seventh Regiment N. 6. Troops. 



REPORT OF COLONEL STARKE. 



Headquarters Sixtieth Reg. Virginia Vols., > 
. fuly : 19, 1862. J 

• 

Captain G. F. Harrison, 

• # Assistant Adjutant General, First Brigade, * , 

" Light Division : , 

Sir : I havethe honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this regiment in the late battles before Richmond: 

On the morning of the 26th Sltimo,. orders were received to hold 
the regiment in readiness to move at a moment's notice. At three 
o'clock, P. M., on that day we received the order to take up the line 
of march. Obeying this order, we crossed the Chickahominy at 
Meadow Bridge, and, in connection, with the other regiments Com- 
posing the brigade, drove in the enemy's pickets to within a half mile 
of Mechanicsville, at which point the regiment was drawn up in line of 
battle in rear of the fifty-fifth. .Virginia, on the right of the road. 
Advancing steadily, we forced the enemy to abandon Mechanicsville. 
. Immediately beyond this point we encountered a severe fire from their 
batteries in crossing an open field in their front. In obedience to or- 
ders, the direction was changed to the left, and, marching by that 
flank, we reached the cover of the woods on that side, where we were 
-halted. Here we were exposed for a few moments to a most galling 
fire from the enemy's batteries, under which fire 1 was wounded in 
the hand, and turned over the command to Lieutenant Colonel B. H. 
Jones, to whom I am indebted for the facts connected with the*report 
from that time, until I resumed the command. Proceeding through 
this wood, another field was crossed and another wood again entered, 
wherp the enemy was drawn* up in line of battle on the crest of the 
hill on the opposite side of a small branch in the ravine in front of 
us. ' Advancing through this wood, the regiment having been wheeled 
into lin$ of battle, we moved down the side of the hill, took our posi- 
tion in rear of the force's of a brigade immediately in our front, and 
opened fire upon the enemy. Here, for at least two hours, the battlo 
raged most violently. i „ • 

Our loss here was considerable, Lieutenant Siely, of company I, 
being killed ; Captain C?ynor and Lieutenant Paxton, of company 
J?, and Lieutenant Pack, of company A, being wounded, and many 
privates, both killed and wounded.. 

About ten o'clock, Friday, morning, the brigade was ordered to 
move in the direction of Gaines' Mill, Lieutenant Colonel B. H. 
Jones still in command of the Regiment. Having passed beyond the 
mill, the brigade was halted and disposition made to support General 
Anderson's brigade, which had been ordered to attack the enemy, 
strongly posted in front* tT) the right of the road' This regiment wag 
formed in column of companies, at half distance, *to support the regi- 
ments of the brigade in line of battle in front. Advancing, after ft 
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short delay, through the wood, we drove back the enemy's sharp- 
shooters in the direction of his main line. Emerging into a field in 
front, the command was given to charge, and the regiments in front, 
supported by this regiment, (the sixtieth Virginia,) rushed forward 
with loud shouts. Unfortunately, however, we had proceeded but a 
few hundred yards, when, upon reaching the crest of the hill, within 
full view of the enemy, the centre of the line encountered a house 
and garden fence, which broke the line of the regiments in front. At 
the same time the enemy operted upon us a terrific fire of artillery and 
musketry. Nevertheless this regiment maintained its position until 
gome regiments in front, said to belong to General 'Anderson's brig- 
ade, gave way, falling back through the brigade. We were then com- 
manded "to fall back in order," by the General commanding. This 
movement was attended *with some confusion, but a large proportion 
of the regiment rallied gallantly around their flag and many members 
of other regiments, exhorted by the General commanding, and others, 
rallied with us. Here Capt. Tomkins, of company G, was killed while 
.gallantly exhorting his command to stand by their colors. Not being 
advisable to attempt another charge at that time, we fell back to the 
woods, where the regiment remained until again ordered forward in 
the final and victorious charge, in which charge, however, the regi- 
ment did not act as conspicuous a part as was desirable, owing to a 
misapprehension of order©; but the whole command behaved with re- 
markable coolness, though exposed fbf several hours to a most har- 
rassing fire of shell and musketry. The regiment remained on the 
battle-field until Sunday morning, when the brigade crossed the 
Chickahominy. 

On Sunday evening, I rejoined thai egiment and resumed the com- 
mand. • 

On Monday evening, the 30th, we were ordered to the support of 
General Kemper's brigade, then engaged near Frasier's farm, with 
an overwhelming force of the enemy. The regiment- advanced at 
double-quick, nearly two miles, to the brow of a hill, where a 
battery of eight guns (Randall's Pennsylvania battery) was posted, 
which had been taken from the enemy, and by them recaptured before 
we reached the ground. We were immediately formed into line of 
battle, the fifty-sixth Virginia on our right, and ordered to retake 
the battery. Delivering a few vollies, the regiment moved forward, 
charged the enemy, drove them in and through the woods for a con- 
siderable distance, killing, wounding and taking many of them pris- 
oners and recapturing the battery. Upon reaching the wood, however, 
the enemy poured a heavy fire into our line, upon which, the com- 
mand was given to "charge bayonets." This command was obeyed 
with .great alacrity and very many of the enemy fell before the formi- 
dable weapon. After driving them for a half mile beyond this point, 
the regiment was ordered to halt, ^tvhere we remained for a half an 
hour, it being then quite dark. The enemy not again appearing, the 
regiment was ordered to return to the battery, and there remain until 
the pieces were carried from the field. This accomplished, we re- 
turned to the road and bivouacked for the night, In this engagement, 
32 
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Captain Gilliam, company K, and Lieutenant Moore, company F, 
were wounded, with a loss of many privates killed and wounded. 
Suffering from a wound in my hand, I was again compelled to relin- 
quish the command, and left the regiment in chargo of Major Sum- 
mers — Lieutenant Colonel B. II. Jones being*quite unwell, and having 
been sent to Richmond by advice of the surgeon. 

On Tuesday evening, the regiment was drawn up in line of battle 
with the brigade, but was not called into action. In closing this re- 
port, I must beg leave to mention, most particularly, the great gal- 
lantry and coolness displayed by Lieutenant Colonel Jones, who was 
most conspicuous in every engagement until forced to leave the field 
of battle ; and it was to me a source of intense satisfaction that, 
when forced to relinquish the command, I was enabled to place the 
regiment under the charge of so capable and brave an officer. Major 
Summers led gallantly in various charges in which the regiment was 
engaged, acting with coolness and discretion. To Lieutenant Pol- 
lock, adjutant of the regiment, too much praise cannot be rendered ; 
conspicuous in the field, leading the men in every fight, and aiding 
most materially in. rallying the regiment around its colors. Of the 
officers of the line, Captain Hammond and Lieutenants George Given 
and Johnson, company D ; Captain Taylor and Lieutenants McClin- 
tic and Larew, of company E ; Captain Coyner and Lieutenants 
Cabell, Paxton and Moore, company F ; Captain Rowan, Lieutenants 
Pack and Shanklin, company A ; Captain Johnston, Lieutenants 
Canon and Toibough, company B; Captain Dews, Lieutenants Easly 
and Darlington, (the latter commanding the infirmary corps,) of com- 
pany C ; Captain Bailey, Lieutenants Hale and Belcher, company H ; 
Captain Gilliam, Lieutenants Wilson, Heslip and Tucker, company 
K ; Captain Thoicpkins, (killed,) Lieutenants Ingraham and Kelly, 
company G ; Lieutenant George, commanding company I, aided by 
Lieutenant Stephenson and Lilly, (the latter killed,) all displayed 
conspicuous gallantry. 

I desire to notice^ particularly, the good conduct of Lieutenant 
Gecrge, not only throughout the engagements in which the regiment 
participated, but for past merits while in charge of company I, in faith- 
fully discharging the responsible duties of his position. After Cap- 
tain Coyner received his wounds, on the 26th, the command of 
company F devolved on First Lieutenant Cabell, who, in the suc- 
ceeding engagements, deported himself with remarkable coolness and 
bravery. Lieutenant Ingraham, of company G, who assumed com- 
mand of company G upon the death of Captain Tompkins, attracted 
the attention of all by his unshrinking courage and resolution. The 
highest terms of praise apply with equal justice to Lieutenants 
Curren, company B ; Easly, of company C; Hale, of company H, 
apon whom, owing to tho wounds or sickness of their captains, in 
particular engagements, devolved the command of their respec- 
tive companies. Lieutenant Larew, company E, particularly, dis- 
tinguished himself in the charge of the 30th, seizing the colors 
of the regiment from the color-bearer, who* was exhausted, he bore 
them gallantly in front of the regiment until the enemy were driven 
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from the field. It is proper to remark, in this connection, that Lieu- 
tenant Summers, company A, was absent on detailed service, and 
Lieutenants Jones, company B ; Johnson, company C ; Rector, com- 
pany G; Carr, company H, and Captain Ryan, company I, were 
absent, sick, during these engagements. 

I would be doing injustice to Sergeant-major Corbell, a mere youth, 
were I to omit calling special attention to the coolness and soldier- 
like bearing that marked his conduct throughout. He is a young 
officer of great promise. 

Ordnance-sergeant Peyton also discharged his duties with prompti- 
tude and fidelity. Captain McDonald, quartermaster, and Captain 
Estelle, regimental commissary, were prompt and efficient in the dis- 
charge of their duties and their general conduct ever since their con- 
nection with the regiment, has been worthy of all praise. To Sur- 
geon H. R. Noel and Assistant Surgeon W. R. Capehart, I was un- 
der many obligations for their unwearied and skillful attentions to 
the wounded of the regiment. The non-commissioned ofijcers, with 
but three exceptions, acted their parts well. 

I cannot close this report without noticing the conduct of Privates 
George R. Taylor, company E, and Robert A. Christian, company I. 
The former may be styled the father of the regiment. Near sixty 
years of age, he volunteered at the commencement of the war, and 
his energy, patriotism, and general good conduct, as well as his deter- 
mined bravery in all the recent engagements, have excited the admi- 
ration of all. Private Christian, in the bayonet charge of the 30th, 
was assailed by no less than four of the enemy -at the same instant. 
He succeeded in killing three of them with his own hands, though 
wounded in several places by bayonet thrusts, and his brother, Eli 
Christian, going to his aid, despatched the fourth. Rev. Nathaniel 
.G. Robinson, formerly a Lieutenant in company I, but who was not 
a candidate for re-election, returned to the regiment after a brief ab- 
sence, and taking his musket, fought gallantly through the battles of 
the 26th, 27th, and 30th ultimo, in the last of which he received a 
slight wound. Such conduct, prompted by patriotism and a sense of 
duty alone, is worthy of cote. For a detailed account of the good 
conduct of the non-commissioned officers and privates generally, I 
beg leave to refer you to the several company reports accompanying 
this document. 

W. E. STARKE, . 
Colonel, commanding 60th Virginia regiment 



REPORT OF COLONEL J. F. MARSHALL. 

Headquarters First Regiment* Rifles, S. C. V., ) 
, Second Brigade, Light Division. > 

To Brigadier General Gregg, 

Commanding Second Brigade, Light Division: 

Sir : In obedience to orders from headquarters, I have the honor to 
submit the following report as embracing the part that my regiment 
took in the battles before Richmond, commencing Thursday, the 26th 
June, and ending on Tuesday night, 1st July, instant : 

On Wednesday night, the 25th June, the brigade took up the line 
of march for Meadow Bridge, on the Chickahominy, and halted about 
three, A. M., to rest the troops, preparatory to the coming struggle. 
On Thursday evening, four, P. M., the brigade was put in motion for 
Meadow Bridge, which we reached about six, P. M., the enemy 
having abandoned all their entrenchments near the bridge and fallen 
back upon their stronghold at Mechanicsville. The other brigades of 
' the division having engaged the enemy in and around Mechanicsville, 
there seemed to be no immediate need of our brigade, and, in obe- 
dience to orders, I formed my regiment in line of battle, in rear of a 
hedge row, to await further orders. Here, during a heavy cannonade 
of shell and grape, my regiment was put to a severe trial of their 
'Courage for two and a half hours without the privilege of returning 
a shot ; but I am happy to report that not a man shrank from his post 
of duty. I had one private killed by a shell — Samuel 0. Read, of 
company G. Night closed with the capture of Mechanicsville. On 
the morning of the 27th, the second brigade of Major General A. P. 
Hill's division was put in the advance and pressed on after the enemy 
as rapidly as circumstances would allow. On approaching Gaines' 
Mill, the enemy was discovered in strong force on the opposite side 
♦of the creek, to resist our crossing and the rebuilding of the bridge. 
After reconnoitering the position of the enemy, the second brigade 
was soon formed into line of battle, Colonel Hamilton on the right, 
•supported by Colonel Edwards; Colonel Barnes on the left, supported 
by Colonel Marshall. Thus formed, we advanced upon the enemy, 
and in fifteen minutes after we opened fire they retreated in the direc- 
tion of Gold Harbor. The division having crossed over, GeneraCl 
Gregg was again put in the advance and was ordered to reconnoitre 
and scour the woods and fields that lay on the left of the road leading 
to the enemy's works. For this purpose the same line of battle was 
formed by the brigade as before crossing at Gaines 5 Mill, and the 
order to advance given. As *soon as we discovered the enemy, posted 
in a pine thicket, the charge was made, and in ten minutes we drove 
them out, and those we did not capture or wound beat a hasty retreat 
to the main battle-ground, selected and fortified by the enemy. At 
two, P. M., we advanced to Cold Harbor, where we rested a few mo- 
ments, preparatory to a charge upon the enemy's positions. The 
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Crenshaw battery was ordered forward, which, in a gallant style, 
opened upon the enemy's position in front. This disclosed two heavy 
batteries of the enemy, who commenced throwing shot and shell into 
our ranks at a destructive rate. The second brigade was now formed 
into line of battle, with Colonel Hamilton on the right, Colonel Mar- 
shall in the centre, Colonel Barnes on the left, and Colonel Edwards 
for a support. In this position we advanced upon the enemy at a 
double-quick, under heavy discharges of shell, grape and canister, 
many falling, killed and wounded. We dashed through tree tops, 
mud, marshes and branches, driving the enemy before us until we got 
possession of the brow of the hill upon which the enemy's batteries, 
in strong force, were posted. Here we remained for about two hours, 
exposed to canister, grape and musketry, while a heavy cannonade 
was going on over our heads between the Crenshaw battery and those 
of the enemy. At four, P. M., you having determined to take a bat- 
tery which had been throwing grape and canister on our right, called 
for the first rifles, South Carolina volunteers. I asked what Were 
your orders I You replied that you wanted me to take a battery with 
my regiment, which had been playing on our right, and drive the 
enemy back. "The battery was about five hundred yards in that di- 
rection," pointing with your hand. I replied that I would do it if it 
were possible. I placed the two flanking companies, Captain Perrin's 
and Captain J. J. Norton's, one hundred yards in front, as skirmish- 
ers, covering the front of my regiment when deployed, and under the 
command of Captain Perrin. I placed Captain Miller's company 
fifty paces in rear of Captain Perrin's, to support him ; and Captain 
Miles M. Norton fifty paces in rear of Captain J. J. Norton, to sup- 
port him. I placed the four companies under command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Leadbetter. In rear of these companies, thus disposed, I 
placed the six remaining companies, viz : Captains Harrison's, 
Moore's, Cox's, Henagan's, Hawthorn's and Hadden's — all the cap- 
tains being present and in command of their respective companies. 
Before giving the command to advance, I called upon the regiment 
" to remember the State from whence they came, to put their trust 
in God, and acquit themselves like men." At this awful moment 
there was not a quiver nor a pallid cheek, nor any disposition to give 
way on account of feeble health, when there w^re, as I personally 
know, more than twenty men who had just risen from beds of sick- 
ness to participate in the battles. There was a calmness and settled 
determination on the part of every man " to do or die " in the at- 
tempt. I gave the command, " Double-quick, march," and, as soon 
as we had gained the old field, U Charge bayonets," at the same timo 
deploying the six remaining companies to the left, supporting the 
entire line of skirmishers. As soon as we emerged from the pines 
we were met by. a most destructive fire from the enemy in front and 
on our left, and, as soon as we had cleared about one hundred yards* 
of the old field, two heavy batteries on our left, about six hundred 
yards off, poured into our ranks a deadly fire of grape and canister. 

Here it was that my adjutant, Lieutenant J. B. Sloa^, was shot 
down by my side, while gallantly aiding me, and urging on th&~ 
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charge of the regiment. Here, also, fell Captain R. A. Hawthorn, 
gallantly leading his company. A few paces further fell Captain 
Henagan, another noble spirit, leading his cempany. Close by his 
side fell his gallant lieutenant, (Brown,) and* further fell the gallant 
and patriotic Lieutenant Samuel McFall, and near him fell Sergeant- 
Major McGhee, nobly cheering the men on to the charge. My men, 
although now under three cross fires, and falling thick and fast from 
one end of the line to the other, never once faltered. Finding no 
battery, they dashed on to the woods in front, where were posted 
seven regiments of the enemy, including the Pennsylvania reserves. 
Here my men got the first chance to exchange shots. They com- 
menced a deadly fire upon the enemy, advancing upon them as they 
delivered their fire — some of the men having it hand to hand, club- 
bing their rifles, and then despatching four or five with the bayonet — 
many taking dead aim through the forks of trees. While this suc- 
cessful movement was going on, the left wing of my regiment was 
about being out flanked by about five hundred New York Zouaves, 
who came down upon my left in a desperate charge. I looked for 
my support, but could not see any, and then to the left of the field 
for the other two regiments, but could not see either of them, and 
thus I was left alone, contending against seven regiments. At this 
time Lieutenant Higgins gathered around him some thirty riflemen, 
who poured into the ranks of the Zouaves such a deadly fire as to 
4 bring their left to a stand still. During this halt of the Zouaves, I 
ordered my regiment to fall back (after having driven the enemy to 
their camp) to the edge of the wood, where we entered, and, then 
filing to the right, conducted them in safety down a road, where 1 
formed the remnant under cover of the hill in front of the Zouaves. 
Just as I was forming, a North Carolina regiment came up, and 
assisted us in giving a complete check to any further movement of the 
enemy in this quarter. Thus ended one of the most desperate 
charges I ever before witnessed ; and I feel thankful to a kind Provi- 
dence that so many of us escaped, to witness the most complete 
^riumph of our arms in tbe hardest contested battle before Richmond, 
and the one which decided the fate of the Yankee army. That night 
the regiment, in connection with Colonel*Hamilton's and a portion of 
the thirteenth South Carolina volunteers, under command of Major 
Farrow, slept upon the battle-field. 

On Saturday morning, I called for a report of the different compa- 
nies of my regiment, of the killed, wounded and missing, and found 
from their reports that my worst fears were realized, as to the de- 
struction of my regiment. In that charge we had sustained a loss of 
seventy. six killed, two hundred and twenty-one wounded, and fifty- 
height missing; and I had only one hundred and forty-nine officers, 
non-commissioned officers and privates for duty. Early that morning 
I made a detail from each company to bury their dead, and so severe 
was the work of death in some of the companies, that it took the 
-detail all day to bury their dead. This sad duty performed, we were 
permitted again to sleep that night on the battle-field. 

Early Sunday morning, the brigade was put under marching or- 
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ders, and about nine o'clock, A. M., we took up the line of march for 
the south side of the Chichahominy, via New Bridge. After march- 
ing until nine o'clock that night, we bivouacked about twelve miles 
below Richmond, on the Darbytown road, close upon the rear of the 
enemy, who, we learned, had been driven that day and the day pre- 
vious.from his strong fortifications in front of Richmond. 

O^klonday, the 30th, we took up the line of march, and pushed 
dowr^the Darbytown road until we came upon the enemy, strongly 
entrenched, behind breastworks. The brigades of our division that 
were in front of the second brigade were soon engaged with the 
enemy, and our brigade was permitted to rest for a few moments, 
preparatory to any emergency that might occur. More troops were 
called for by General Hill, and the second brigade was rapidly ad- 
vanced to the field of action. When near the position of the enemy, 
two regiments (Colonels Edwards and McGowan) were advanced to 
the right, to engage the enemy, and the other three regiments (Colo- 
nels Hamilton, Barnes and my own,) were advanced to the left, to 
engage the enemy if they presented themselves. Here we were ex- 
posed to a heavy fire from the enemy, not being able to return a 
single shot, on account of our friends — General Longstreet's division 
being in front. Here I had nine wounded, without the least chance 
of inflicting any damage upon the enemy; but we had the consolation 
of hearing the shouts of triumph from our friends in front, and the 
rout of our enemies. We slept upon the battle-field that night. The 
next morning we were marched back to the brigade camping ground 
that we had occupied the day before, for the purpose of having rations 
issued to the troops. Here we rested, as a reserve to the forces that 
were engaged in the Tuesday's battle. About six o'clock in the 
evening, the second brigade, in connection with the other brigades of 
the division, was put in motion, to render any assistance that might 
be needed by our friends in the desperate battle that was then raging. 
We formed in line of battle in rear of our advancing column, ready to 
strike a blow when most needed. Here we were again exposed to a 
heavy fire of shot and shell for an hour, but, fortunately, no one of 
my regiment was injured. 

Thus ended the series of hard-fought battles before Richmond, re- 
sulting in the complete triumph of the Confederate arms, and the 
repulse of the Grand Army of the Potomac, under the self-styled 
" Young Napoleon," who had been forced to seek protection under 
cover of their gunboats, thirty miles down the James river. 

It affords me pleasure to bear record to the gallant and officer-like 
conduct in which my field officers (Lieutenant Colonel Leadbetter and 
Major J. W. Livingston) bore themselves throughout the day, and 
• especially in the charge. Major Livingston received a severe wound 
on the left side while making the charge. 

I am proud to record the gallant manner in which Captain James 
M. Perrin, as commander of the skirmishers, acquitted himself. He 
deserves great credit for the coolness and bravery he displayed on 
that occasion. Also, Captain J. J, Norton, his junior, in command 
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of the skirmishers, who was wounded in the left arm while gallantly 
leading his company. 

The handsome manner in which Captains Miller and Miles M. Nor- 
ton supported the advance companies, entitles them to great praise. 
Captain Miller was wounded in the right side? while gallantly leading 
his company, which had thirteen killed on the field. Captain^iles 
M. Norton, who had left a sick bed to lead his men into actioi^pore 
himself in a gallant manner, at the head of his company, and is en- 
titled to great credit. Captain F. E. Harrison was shot down, having 
received a severe wound in his leg, while gallantly leading his com- 
pany through the severest of. the fight. Captain G. W. Cox was 
shot down while nobly leading his company through the charge. He 
had sixteen men killed on the field. Captains Moore and Hadden, 
who passed through unscathed, were distinguished for their coolness 
and bravery, throughout the entire engagement. Lieutenant William 
C. Davis distinguished himself for his coolness and bravery during 
the battle. He received a severe wound on the head, bound it up, and 
fought throughout the day. Lieutenant W. W. Higgins, of company 
G, was conspicuous for his coolness and bravery during the battle, 
fighting the Zouaves, and bringing them to a stand still, with thirty 
men. Lieutenant Latimer, company G, fell dangerously wounded in 
the ankb, while gallantly supporting the skirmishers. He has since 
died. Lieutenant McKay, of company H, w T as seriously wounded in 
the arm, while leading his company after his captain fell. Lieuten- 
ant Philpot, of company A, fell dangerously wounded, while sustain- 
ing the charge of his company. Lieutenant Norris, of company K, 
fell, mortally wounded, (since dead,) while jiobly leading his company si 
* after his captain had fallen. Lieutenants JohnB. Sloan, of company 
D; Fullerton, of company F; Pratt, of company G; Cheshire, of 
company K ; Holcomb, of company A ; Dixon, of company C ; Mace, 
of company H, who passed through uninjured, deserve great credit 
for the coolness and bravery displayed by them throughout the en- 
gagement. 

To Lieutenant Robertson, company B, commander of the infirmary 
corps, the regiment is greatly indebted for the prompt and timely as- 
sistance afforded the wounded during the thickest of the fight. This 
corps worked all night, carrying off the wounded, and were until 
twelve M., the next day, before their labors were ended. They de- 
serve great credit. 

To my surgeon, Dr. T. A. Evans, I am greatly indebted for the 
prompt preparations of the surgical department for the battles, and 
for the skill and ability he displayed in his operations, and taking 
care of the wounded. 

To my chaplain, Rev. H. T. Sloan, I have always been indebted for • 
the high moral influence he has exercised over the regiment, and par- 
ticularly after this bloody battle, in administering spiritual comfort to 
the dying, and superintending the burial of the dead of the regiment. 
He is entitled to great credit for the faithful discharge of the dutiea 
of his office, under great privations and trials. 

My commissary, Captain Edwards, was always at his post, with ra- 



505 



tions for the men, never allowing the regiment to he without some- 
thing to eat during the battles. 

My quartermaster, Captain Thomas B. Lee, was transferred, a few 
days previous, to the brigade staff, in which he bore himself gallantly. 
I am greatly indebted to him for his valuable services while acting as 
quartermaster to my regiment, 

To my special aias, Lieutenants J. T. Parks and William J. Mar- 
shall, I was greatly indebted during the battle for their valuable ser- 
vices in extending my orders. They distinguished themselves for 
their coolness and bravery. During the day, Lieutenant Parks cap- 
tured seven prisoners. * 

During the charge, my color-sergeant, Kyle, of company B, was 
distinguished for his coolness and the gallant manner in which he bore 
the regimental flag. When in the thickest of the fight, he was shot 
down, dangerously wounded through the thighs, Corporal Milford, of 
company F, one of the color-guard, gathered the colors and bore 
them triumphantly through the charge. It has three bullet-holes 
through it, and one nearly cutting the staff in two. 

To the gallant non-commissioned officers and privates who each 
personally distinguished himself for coolness and bravery during the 
bloody battle, the country owes a debt of lasting gratitude. It is the 
private who has to bear the heat and burden of the day, and his name 
should be placed high in the niche of fame. They are all entitled to 
the highest reward of a grateful country 

It is gratifying for me to report upon the accurate and deliberate 
firing of my regiment. There was not a tree on the side where we 
entered the woods, marked by a ball higher than six feet, and lower 
than the knees, while on the Yankee side, they ranged from thirty 
feet down to the ground. 

The result of our contest with the enemy was, two hundred and 
fifty-three regulars and Pennsylvanians, and thirty-two New York 
Zouaves killed on the field, and twenty-three wounded prisoners, 
among them a major and a first lieutenant. 

I trust that the part performed by my regiment in the recent battles 
before Richmond meets with the approval of our General. The 
highest ambition of the regiment was to perform every duty in the 
great struggle assigned to it, and to contribute, by its efforts, in con- 
nection with other regiments, to the complete overthrow of the en- 
emy, and to see victory perch upon the Confederate standards. 

The following is a synopsis of the casualties of the first regiment 
rifles, South Carolina volunteers, as made oat by the commanders of 
companies on the 12th instant. Copies of such reports accompany 
this report: 

Total killed, eighty -one; wounded, two hundred and thirty-four; 
missing, four. Total, three hundred and nineteen. 
Carried into action, five hundred and thirty-seven. 
Infirmary corps, forty. 
Pioneer corps, ten. 

Total on field for duty, five hundred and eighty-seven. 
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In reference to proper persons to be recommended for promotions, 
I ask for further time, and desire a conference'with the General. 
Respectfully submtted, 

J. FOSTER MARSHALL, 
Colonel 1st Regiment* Rifles, 5. C. Volunteers. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN CRENSHAW. 



Headquarters Crenshaw's Battery, ) 
Near Richmond, July 14, 1S62. J 

GexNeral: In obedience to your orders of the 10th instant, I beg * 
leave respectfully to submit the following report: 

Soon after receiving your orders (while in camp at Dr. Friend's 
house, Wednesday, 25th June) to cook two days' rations, and prepare 
to march that evening, the enemy opened 4 fire upon us from the earth 
works he had just thrown up near Hogan's house, on the opposite side 
of the Chickahominy. This fire was kept up very constantly during 
the day, and resulted only in the killing of two of my horses. In 
accordance with your orders, the fire was not returned by me. Soon 
after, we started on the march, bivouacked near the brook, about three 
o'clock, at night, rested nearly all of Thursday in the road, and in 
the afternoon, crossed the Chickahominy at the Meadow Bridge, in the 
rear of your brigade. In accordance with your orders, I halted the 
battery under shelter of the hill, about half a mile this side of 
Mechanicsville, where we remained until next morning, receiving the 
shells of the enemy, but without taking any part in the fight. This 
shelling resulted in no loss to'us. 

On Friday morning, 27th June, we started down the Chickahominy 
in rear of your brigade, and my battery was the first to cross the 
bridge at Gaines' mill, which was effected about one o'clock, P. M. 
Soon after crossing, in accordance with your orders, we went into 
battery near New Cold Harbor house, and commenced firing at the 
enemy's infantry, who were drawn up in line of battle across the hill 
above us. They were soon scattered and driven out of our sight, and 
we were opened upon by three batteries of the enemy, on the same 
hill, who fired very rapidly, and against whom we then directed our 
fire. Unfortunately for us, our position was such that we could not 
manoeuvre our battery ten yards to the right or left, the opening in 
the woods through which we had to fire being very narrow. We con- 
tinued under the incessant fire of the enemy's batteries for nearly two 
hours, ceasing our own fire more than once, when the charge on the 
enemy's batteries was ordered to be made by our infantry. 

During this engagement, I received your message to manoeuvre the 
battery or remove it from the field under fire, at my discretion. Find- 
ing that no infantry of the enemy were in sight, and that we had been * 
so long under fire of their several batteries, that they had been able 
to get our range very accurately, and that we were being damaged by 
them, having lost in killed and seriously wounded five men and eleven 
horses, I, in the exercise of the discretion you gave me, withdrew my 
battery some two hundred yards from the field. After resting about 
three-quarters of an hour, and finding the enemy's infantry had 
formed on the hill above us again, we returned with the battery to its 
original position, soon scattering them, and then continued firing upon 
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their batteries. While firing upon the infantry on the hill to my left, 
it was suggested that they might be friends, and we ceased firing 
upon them, a few moments until, with your assistance, we could ex- 
amine them minutely with our glasses. Yqji being satisfied that they 
were not friends, we, by your order, opened upon them again, 'when 
they soon disappeared from 'our view. 

We continued in this second engagement about an hour, when two 
of our brass pieces becoming disabled by the breaking of the axles, 
and the other two brass pieces too hot to fire with safety, you ordered 
us to retire, to make room for Captain Johnson, who had been ordered 
up to relieve us. We had lost in it four men killed and seriously 
wounded, and eleven horsesf but succeeded in taking off the two dis- 
abled pieces by hand, and the others by dismounting our chiefs and 
hitching their horses to most of the pieces. In accordance with y*our 
orders, the battery was then taken to the rear, and Lieutenant Hobson 
started at twelve o'clock, that night to Richmond, with the disabled 
carriages for repairs, and a wagon for ammunition, and men to bring 
out more horses. 

The next morning, Saturday 28th June, what ammunition we had 
left, consisting almost entirely of solid shot, canister and long-range 
rifle shell, was placed in the chests of three pieces, which we carried 
upon the battle field of the previous day. Soon after we arrived 
there, we received orders from Major General Hill to return with my 
battery to Richmond to refit, and remain for orders. Upon my inform- 
ing you of these orders, you authorized me to rejoin you as soon as 
I had fited up, and that you would take the responsibility of my doing 
so without orders. I accordingly returned to Richmond, Saturday 
afternoon, remained there until the Thursday morning following, hav- 
ing succeeded in getting a temporary detail to my company of thirty 
men. With these I proceeded down the road and overtook your bri- 
gade just below the battle field of the Tuesday previous, remained 
with you until the return of the division to its present position nea» 
the city, without being in any other engagefnent. We fired between 
seven and eight hundred shots, with what loss to the enemy I do not 
know. 

I thus sum up my loss. Nine men killed and seriously wounded, 
per list annexed, besides several others slightly wounded, and twenty- 
four horses killed and seriously wounded, including the two killed on, 
the 25th of June. I went into the engagement with ninety-four men 
and four officers. None of my men left their guns while they were 
in battery ; only two who were in the first engagement failed to be 
present in the second ; both of these sent me certificates of physicians 
that each had a foot so badly mashed as to unfit them for duty. There- 
fore, where all behaved so well, I cannot draw any distinction, and 
shall always be contented if, in the future, all do their duty as well as 
they did on the 27th of June, which was the first regular engagement 
the men were ever in. 

Respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 
• WM. G. CRENSHAW, 

Captain commanding Crenshavts Battery. 
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LIST OF KILLED AND WOUNDED referred to in above report : 

Private Robert N. Hines, killed instantly on the field. 

Sergeant Sidney Strother, seriously wounded by shell and minnio 
ball; died during the night at his home in Richmond. 

Private D. M. Lancaster, wounded in the Jeg by a shell; leg ampu* 
tated, and died on 4th July. 

Private B. V. Graves, wounded in the leg by a shell and leg ampu* 
tated; continues very ill, may probably recover. 

Corporal Wm. B. Allen, severe wound in the leg by a minnie ball* 

Private M. T. Rides, severely wounded in shoulder by minnie ball* 

Private George T. Young, severely wounded in neck by shrapnel 
or minnie ball. 

Private Marion Knowles, severely wounded in leg by shell. 
Private Thomas J. Mallory, severely wounded in neck by minnie 
ball. 

We were fortunate enough to get all of our wounded into the city 
during the evening apd night. 

W. G. CRENSHAW* 



REPORT OF COLONEL BRADLEY T. JOHNSON. 



Headquarters Maryland Line, \ 
July 7, 1862. \ 

Captain J. Campbell Brown, 

Assistaid Adjutant General, Third Division : \ 

Captain : On Thursday, June 26th, when the army advanced from 
Ashland, the first Maryland regiment, of my command, was ordered 
to the front by Brigadier General Ewell, with directions to drive in 
the enemy's pickets, when found. In the afternoon, Captain Nicholas, 
company G, whom I had sent in advance, skirmishing, discovered a 
cavalry picket at a church at the intersection of the Hundley Corner 
and Mechanicsville road. He immediately drove them in, and upon 
receiving reinforcements and making a stand, I took companies A 
and D, and drove them over Beaver creek. Having thus gained a 
hill commanding the other side of the creek, I was ordered, l>y Major 
General Jackson, to hold it and take two pieces of artillery under my 
command and disperse the enemy, who appeared in some force beyond 
it. This was done. 1 bivouacked on the hill in reach of their guns. 
,Once during the night, they drove in my out-posts, to rcover a piece 
of artillery which they had masked near my position, but which I 
did not discover until next morning. I immediately recovered the 
ground. The next day, June 27th, I again marched in advance, the 
thirteenth Virginia and sixth Louisiana being in front as skirmish- 
ers. When near Cold Harbor, the battery was ordered into position 
by Brigadier General Elzey, to whom I had reported for orders, ^with 
the consent of Major General Ewell, and the first Maryland was 
called to support it. The cavalry company I ordered t% report to 
General Fitzhugh Lee, of the first Virginia cavalry, as it could be of 
no use detached. Hero I remained until between five and six o'clock, 
P. M. % , when Major General Jackson ordered me to take my regiment 
into action, leaving the battery with a cavalry support. I went in 
about the centrai point of the fire. Arriving on the plateau in front 
of the Gaines' house, I found it occupied by the enemy, and behind 
them, a short distance, a battery which poured a continual and rapid 
fire into our troops in front of it. Their infantry held a strong po- 
sition behind tho bank of the road in front of Gaines' house. I 
found, to my horror, regiment after regiment rushing back in utter 
disorder. The fifth Alabama I tried in vain to rally with my sword 
and the rifles of my men. The twelfth Alabama reformed readily on 
my right, and the North Carolina regiments, of Colonel McRae's com- 
mand, at my appeal, rallied strongly on my left. Thus reinforced, 
my men moved forward at a "right shoulder shift," taking touch of 
elbows, dressing on tho alignment with the precision of a parade. 
Not a man was missing. Marching straight on, when a comrade fell 
not a man left the ranks until the surgeon's detail carried him off. 
We gained the road and the house, when Brigadier General Winder 
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brought the first brigado into line on my right, and ordered me to 
put some Georgia regiments of Brigadier General Law ton's command, 
on my left, to take command of the whole and charge the battery. 
This was done. The whole line swept forward, but when close to the 
battery it limbered up and fled. Two of its pieces were found next 
morning in the road, a mile from the position we charged. 

The conduct of my men and officers is beyond praise. They 
marched, each man in his place, with a precision and firmness which 
can never be surpassed. I append a list of casualties. That night 
we slept on the battle-field, and next morning, 28th, were ordered in 
front, by Major General Ewell, and gained the York River railroad. 
Pushing beyond to a hill, which commanded Bottom's Bridge, I 
placed a picket on the Williamsburg road and held the hill, by order, 
until the 30th, when I was ordered off. 

On the 1st of July, finding myself in the rear without orders, I 
pushed forward until I got within a quarter of a mile of Littleton's 
house on the Malvern Hills. Here I halted and went forward with # 
my adjutant and adjutant general of the Maryland line. A short 
distance from my position, I met Brigadier General George B. An- 
derson coming back, wounded, with the fragments of his command, 
which had been repulsed, losing heavily. I rode o», and just in front 
of Littleton's house, came suddenly on a small body of the enemy 
within one hundred yards of me. Retiring, I reported the facts to 
Major General Jackson, and asked should I go forward. He said : 
"No." I remained in position until dark, under the most ter- 
rific fire of shell and shrapnel I can conceive of. At that time, 
finding troops pouring back from the front, and no one to get orders 
from, I concluded to move forward towards the firing. As I was 
going up, Major General Ewell rode up and approved of my action. 
I then went on and found Brigadier General Winder, and by his 
order, took possession of the woods beyond Littleton's house, which 
I held until w^ marched. This gave us complete command of the 
battle-field. The next morning, a squadron of cavalry, escorting an 
officer of rank, coming impertinently near, was driven off by a regi- 
ment of infantry, and in moving off gave us a few scattering shots. 
On this day I lost but one man, but my assistant surgeon had his 
horse killed by a piece of shell. On the 4th of July we occupied, 
with Brigadier General Early's command, the woods in front of West- 
oyer church. On the 5th there was some sharp skirmishing, but no 
loss, except that Lieutenant Bond, A. A. General, Maryland line, 
had his horse killed. 

Your obedient servant, 

BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Colonel, commanding Maryland Lint. 



REPORT OP FIFTH VIRGINIA BATTALION. 



Camp Fifth Virginia Battalion, July 10, 1862. 

Captain J. D. Darden, 

Aid de Camp and, A. A. A. General : 

Sir : In pursuance of orders from brigade headquarters, I herewith 
submit a report of the part taken by the fifth Virginia battalion in 
the engagement on Tuesday, the 1st instant. About ten o'clock, A. 
M., the battalion was assigned to a position in line with the brigade, 
which position it maintained during the entire engagement. Though 
not immediately engaged on the battle-field, the battalion, during tho 
whole time, was exposed to a heavy fire of shell and grapeshot from 
the enemy's battery. The casualties were one private killed and five 
wounded. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM E. ALLEY, 
Captain commanding Fifth Virginia Battalion. 



REPORT OF FIRST COMPANY WASHINGTON ARTILLERY. 

Camp Longstreet, Va., July 19, 1862. 

Colonel J. B. Walton, 

Commanding Battalion Washington Artillery : 

Colonel: In obedience to the following order, I reported toJVlajor 
General Longstreet at Phillips' house : 

" Headquarters Battalion Washington Artillery, ) 
" Camp , July 5, 1862. \ 

" Captain Squicrs will report, with his battery of rifle guns, to 
General Longstreet, at his headquarters at Phillips' house. 

"J. B. Walton, Colonel commanding" 

Generel Longstreet ordered me to follow, with my battery, such 
directions as Lieutenant Colonel S. D. Lee would point out. Colo- 
nel Lee accompanied me over a farm road leading into the Charles 
City road. Reaching this road, I marched to a point opposite Wad- 
dill's farm, and there awaited the arrival of the cavalry, which I was 
informed would support the battery. The cavalry arrived about dark, 
and, in obedience to verbal orders from General Stuart, I followed 
with my battery, arriving at Dr. Wilcox's house, situated one mile 
from James river, about eight o'clock, P. M., when I received orders 
from Colonel Lee to halt. 

After reconnoitering the position my guns were to occupy, Colonel 
Lee ordered me to march, taking a road known as the road to Wil- 
cox's wharf. On arriving within one hundred yards of the river, I 
placed my battery, by sections, on a bluff, protected on the right by 
thick woods. The section on the right, Lieutenant Owen command- 
ing, composed of one steel and one bronze three-inch rifle, and the 
left, Lieutenant Galbraith commanding, consisting of two three-inch 
bronze rifles. I placed two cannoneers as lookouts on the banks of 
the river, and was informed, about one o'clock, A. M., that a light 
was seen coming up stream. Preparing everything to give the craft 
a salute as she passed, we awaited her approach, and as soon as she 
appeared opposite our position fire was opened from my four guns. 
Darkness prevented us from seeing the effect of our shot, but it was 
the opinion of all present tfrat eight projectiles, out of thirteen fired, 
struck the mark. 

I remained in the same position till daylight, when orders came to 
take my former position, in a piece of woods, near WaddilPs farm'. 
At this point, men and horses rested until six o'clock, P. M., July 
6th, when I received orders to place my command in readiness to 
move at a moment's notice. The artillery was now increased to seven 
guns, viz : Four three-inch rifles, (my own battery,) two ten-pounder 
Parrott guns of the Loudoun artillery, Captain Rogers, and one 
Blakely gun of Stuart's artillery, under Lieutenant McGregor, the 
33 



514 



three additional pieces of artillery reporting to me by orders from 
General Stuart. About eight o'clock, P. M., the artillery moved in 
rear of Colonel Rosser's cavalry, and finally took up a position near 
the river, on the farm of Mr. Thomas Wilcox, about nine miles from 
the point we occupied on the previous night, sunrise, July 7th, 
a. email steam transport, the " Juniata," was discovered aground, 
about one thousand yards from our position, when the guns were 
speedily thrown into battery, and opened upon her. The boat was 
lightened by her crew and backed up the river, but finding the direc- 
tion was likely to prove of disadvantage, she moved down the river, 
evidently worsted by our fire, and we have since been informed by 
the army correspondent of the northern papers that she had to be 
run ashore to keep her from sinking, with a loss of two killed and 
hix wounded. The enemy now came up with his gunboats, and we 
retired under their fire, without sustaining any damage. He shelled 
the whole country, but could not discover our new position, which 
was in a piece of woods about one mile from the river. 

About four o'clock, P. M., I received an order from Lieutenant 
Colonel Lee to send one section of artillery to a point on the river 
near Christian's farm, which he informed me would bo supported by 
one squadron of Colonel O'Brien's cavalry. I detached Lieutenant 
Galbraith's section, and I am informed by Lientenant G. that he came 
into battery in time to fire upon two transports, conducted by a tug- 
boat, compelling the tug to cut away and leave the transports to his 
mercy. Lieutenant Galbraith sunk one transport and damaged tho 
ether greatly, compelling the crew to abandon her and escape to the 
opposite shore. The enemy's gunboats now opened on this section, 
fcxid Lieutenant Galbraith retired in good order, under his fire, and 
took up his former position. 

At five o'clock, P. M., Lieutenant Colonel Lee informed me that 
Dine transports were coming up the river and ordered me to move the 
ertillery, now consisting of five guns, to the position on the river we 
occupied in the morning. The transports soon came in sight, con- 
voyed by three gunboats. They consisted of eight schooners, two 
abreast, towed by a steamboat. The channel was very near the shore, 
gay four hundred yards, and they were fairly within our range when* 
fire was opened on them, which was steadily kept up, nearly every 
shot taking effect. The enemy, from his gunboats, fired upon us the 
whole time, but 1 am happy to say the artillery sustained no damage. 
The transports having been towed beyond our range, we retired to 
Charles City Court-House, where we bivouacked for the night. The 
firo of the gunboats, though very hot, was not replied to by our artil- 
lery, and we did not condescend to turn a single piece of artillery 
upon him, which seemed to exasperate the enemy to such an extent 
tiat he avenged himself by shelling the neighboring farm-houses. 

Early next morning, July 8th, 1 was ordered to move down the 
Charles City road, in the direction of Bottom's Bridge, as the enemy 
advancing in large force, with infantry and cavalry. Having 
accomplished our object, Lieutenant Colonel Lee ordered the artillery 
to their respective camps. 
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During the expedition the artillery fired one hundred and serenty- 
two rounds, as follows : 

First company battalion Washington artillery, - 122 
Loudoun artillery, - X*- - 30 

Stuart's artillery, - * - - - - 20 

Total number of rounds, - - - - 172 
The officers and non-commissioned officers acted with their usual 
coolness and good judgment, and I would respectfully recommend 
them to your kind consideration. 

Yery respectfully, Colonel, your obedient servant, 

C. W. SQUIERS, 
* Captain commanding First Company , Battalion Washington Artillery* 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN GRAHAM. 



Camp Dreary, July 25, 1862, 

Colonel Chilton : 

Yesterday I was informed by my brigade commander, General R. 
Ransom, that the impression prevailed with General Lee that the guna 
lost in the engagement at Malvern Hill, on the 30th of J une, belonged 
to a North Carolina battery. This battery, under command of Cap- 
tain T. H. Rrem, was the only one from North Carolina in the battle, 
and lost no guns at all. Since that time, Captain Brera having re- 
signed, I have been promoted to the captaincy. And I presume tne 
mistake has arisen in consequence of the identity of the two names — 
tthat of Captain Graham, from Petersburg, Virginia, (who lost two 
guns,) and my own. His case is now undergoing an examination 
before a court-martial in Petersburg. At the time of the engagement 
we were in General Holmes' division, and under the immediate super- 
vision of Colonel Deshler, his Chief of Artillery. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH GRAHAM, 
Captain, commanding Tenth North Carolina Troops. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN MASTERS 



Joly 12, 1862. 

Captain Morgan, 

A. A. General, Light Division: 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the battery of rifled guns under my command, from the 
26th to the 1st: 

Shortly before the action at Mechanicsville began, the enemy with- 
drew from their works in front of me. In the progress of the action 
I saw that while the guns were useless, if kept in the works built for 
them, that if removed a few hundred yards to the right, they could be 
used with effect against tHl heavy battery of the enemy near Beaver 
Dam creek. I procured horses from Major Richardson, and moved 
the gun, but, when near the position I had selected, General Long- 
street ordered me to carry it about a mile and a half further to the 
right, and be ready to open the next morning on an important posi- 
tion of the enemy, which lie intended to attack. The gun was placed 
in the position directed by him, and I opened a rapid fire of thirty- 
pounder shells, and, as I hear from an officer who was taken prisoner, 
with effect, which wa3 continued until ordered by General Lee to 
cease; to enable the troops to charge over the ground I had been 
Bhelling. I had no further opportunity of participating in the battles 
before Richmond, although, by the orders of General Pendleton, I 
was with one of the guns near Garnett's farm, and both of them near 
the battle-ground of the 1st. 

The officers and men behaved well, laboring patiently and cheer- 
fully to get the guns into the several positions to which I was ordered, 
especially Captains Milledge and Ansell, who accompanied me with 
detachments of men and horse3 from their companies. 
Respectfully, 

L. MASTERS, 
Gap fain P. A. 0. S., commanding Battery. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN McINTOSH. 



Headquarters Pee Dee Artillery, July 14, 1862. 

Brigadier General Maxcy Gregg, 

Commanding Second Brigade : 

General : In obedience to orders, I submit herewith a report of 
the part taken by my command in the late combats before Richmond. 

At about four o'clock, P. M., on the afternoon of Thursday, Gen- 
eral Hill ordered me to engage the enemy's batteries to the rear of 
Mechanicsville, then shelling the head of our column. I took posi- 
tion behind a small breastwork of the enemy's, and opened upon them 
at the distance of about seven hundred yards, mine being, I believe, 
the front battery to open fire. After a few rounds one of the howit- 
zers broke an axle, and had to be sent to the rear. The fire from the 
other three pieces was continued, with slight intermissions, until 
about nine o'clock, when I was ordered by General Hill to cease. 
The enemy at one time directed a fire against me from three points, 
but the only casualties which occurred was the killing of four horses. 
I had discharged, when the firing ceased, one hundred and sixty 
rounds from each gun, and they became so warm during the action 
that it was with great difficulty the brass piece could be worked. At 
daylight on Friday morning, the firing was resumed on my side, 
slowly, as I had but little ammunition left. At eight o'clock, having 
expended every round, I withdrew. The casualties on this morning 
were one man, private J. T. M. Fundon, killed, and private Newgas, 
severely wounded. One horse was also killed. I carried into this 
action seventy mpn, exclusive of officers. At twelve, M., having 
received a supply of ammunition, I followed the division, and over- 
took it at Cold Harbor. During the afternoon you ordered a section 
of the battery into action. The first section was carried in ; but, after 
firing two or three rounds, and finding no artillery opposed to me, 
and the smoke too great to tell friend from foe, and reporting the 
same to you, I was ordered to retire. In this action Sergeant Hep- 
burn was wounded in the arm. In the battles of Monday and Tues- 
day, I was frequently, with the battery, under fire, but took no part 
in either action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. G. McINTOSH, Captain. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN, CARPENTER. 



The following is respectfully submitted as a report of the move- 
ment of Carpenter's battery from 2?th of June to 1st of July, in- 
clusive: 

On the morning of the 27th, the battery moved with the brigade 
until we reached Gaines' farm, when we were halted to wait further 
orders, which we received next morning, (to join the brigade,) near 
the crossing of the Chickahominy. Here we remained till the morn- 
ing of the 30th, when we moved, with the brigade, camping at White 
Oak Swamp, moving next morning early, with the brigade, some three 
miles, when we were ordered to the front, to report to General Whit- 
ing, who ordered us to take position in. the field near Poindexter*8 
residence. Some three batteries being in advance, took all hnmejliato 
positions. Sending Lieutenant McKendree back to report the fact, 
I halted the battery and started to look out a position, w r hen I met a 
battery coming off, and directly aft.er, another. Learning from them 
there was no suitable place in that direction, returned, and found my 
battery gone with the others. Overtaking them as soon as possible, 
immediately ordered them back; in the meantime enquiring by whose 
order they left. They couldn't tell me who he w r as ; said he rode up 
and told them to move back in the woods. General Whiting hurried 
us back, and we took position on the right of Captain Poague, under 
the most severe fire I think I ever experienced, where we were. en- 
gaged for an hour and a half, when we were ordered to cease firing 
and wait further orders, having lost one man killed (James Riley) and 
five wounded, John Knight, James Leoppart and W. King, severely ; 
James Boon and R. Rixey, slightly. 

Commenced firing again at half-past two o'clock, continuing till- 
about five. Our ammunition being nearly exhausted, was ordered to 
the rear, losing one man (Frank Linn) killed, two wheels broken and 
two horses wounded. 

I am very much indebted to Lieutenants McKendree and Lambie, 
for services rendered me during the engagement. 

Corporals Reice and Montague deserve especial notice for their 
coolness and precision with which they pointed their pieces, as does 
James Hammond, (private,) acting gunner. 

Many others for personal bravery and coolness. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J, C. CARPENTER, 
Lieutenant, commanding Carpenter's Battery. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN GRIMES. 



Camp near Falling Creek, July 21, 1862. 
Major General Benjamin Huger : 

Sir : Below please find a report of the movements of my battery, 
from the 20th day of June last, when I was ordered to report to Brig- 
adier General Mahone, on the advanced lines, for the purpose of re- 
lieving Captain Moorman's battery. After reporting to General Ma- 
hone, we were expecting an engagement with the enemy every day, 
but had none until the 25th, on which day, we discovered the enemy 
on the opposite side of French's farm, between the Charles City and 
Williamsburg roads, at which place I engaged them with one* section 
of my batter}', at eight hundred and fifty yards distant, driving the 
enemy from his position, I afterwards moved one piece up tO'French's 
house, within four hundred and fifty yards of his position, and opened 
on him, which was quickly replied to by him with a twelve-pounder 
Parrott rifle gun ; but I had the pleasure of driving him from his 
position, leaving his horses and guns behind, which fact I was not 
aware of, until informed of it the next morning by Colonel Smith, of 
the forty-ninth Virginia, and others. The enemy was then attacked 
by a portion of three regiments of General Mahone's brigade, the 
twelfth, sixth and forty-ninth Virginia, the fourth Georgia- regiment 
and twenty-eighth North Carolina, were also on the field. The enemy 
was driven from the field, making a complete stampede. I had the 
good luck on that day to lose neither man nor horse. 

Nothing of importance occurred with my battery after the 25th, 
until the 1st day of July. On that day I was on the Charles City 
road with Mahone's brigade, and was ordered back to the Darbytown 
road, to report to Brigadier General Armistead, which I immediately 
did. When I arrived at the position and reported, General Armistead 
told me that a captain had just reported his battery to him for duty, 
and directed me to report to the first general I saw ; and General 
Wright being the first, I reported to him, and while talking with 
General Wright, General Armistead's aid came up, stating that Gene- 
ral Armistead had become disgusted with the captain that had reported 
his battery to him, and had driven him with his battery from the field, 
and that he wished to see General Wright. General Wright asked 
me to ride with him, which' I did. When we found General Armistead 
he told General Wright that the captain, alluded to above, had formed 
so many excuses about getting his battery on the field that he had 
driven him from the field, and that he wanted General Wright to send 
a battery that was willing to go in and engage the enemy. General 
Wright told him he had one, naming mine. General Armistead asked 
me if I could carry my battery on the hill. I told him, if any battery 
in the works could go mine could. He directed General Wright to 
fthow me the position to take, which he did. I found the enemy with* 
tieir batteries planted, and their infantry drawn up in line of battle, 



521 



at about twelve hundred yards distant. £l then went to the rear for 
my battery, and carried it on the field. As soon as the battery entered 
the field the enemy opened fire on it, killing one man and wounding 
three, and killing one horse and wounding two before I fired a gun. 
I unlimbered and commenced firing as soon as possible, and with tell- 
ing effect on the enemy. 

I remained on the field about two hours; lost three men killed out- 
right and eight wounded — two of them have since died. I lost ten 
public horses killed and seven wounded, one of them has since died. 
My own private horse was killed, also my first lieutenant's horse. 

My officers behaved very well ; but feel it to be my duty to speak 
more particularly of First Lieutenant John H. Thompson, who re- 
mained on the field with me until the last gun was taken off. I had 
so many horses killed and wounded that it took three trips to get my 
guns all off. My men, with a few exceptions, acted nobly. 

On the next day, the 2nd, Colonel Delagnel, chief of artillery, 
ordered me back to the old camp near Hichmond, to refit my battery. 
As soon as I completed it, I was ordered by -yourself to camp near 
Falling Creek, on the Richmond and Petersburg turnpike, where I am 
now with my battery complete and in good condition, ready and will- 
ing to meet the invader of our soil at any time and any where. 
I have, General, the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. F. GRIMES, . 
Captain field battery, Virginia. 



REPORT 9f CAPTAIN HUGER. 



Artillery Gamp, Near Richmond, ) 
• * July 17, 1862. ] 

Colonel J. A. Delagnel, 

Chief Artillery, Huger^s Division : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your 
orders, I proceeded, on the morning of the 25th June, to relieve 
Captain Maurie's Donaldson artillery, then stationed at the entrench^ 
mcnt immediately on the right of the Williamsburg road. While 
getting into position, heavy firing of infantry commenced in the 
woods in front, and one of my horses was there killed. About 
twelve, M., in obedience to orders from General Wright, I proceeded 
with the second section of the battery,* (Lieutenant Moore,) to the 
extreme right of the line, to report to Colonel Doles, fourth Geor- 
gia volunteers, who directed that the woods in the vicinity of King's 
school-house, should be shelled, to ascertain the position and force of 
the enemy. About three, P. M., the enemy advanced a few pieces 
down the Williamsburg road and opened a very annoying fire upon 
our lines. At five, P. M., I proceeded, by order of General Wright, 
with the first section, (Lieutenant Tilghraan,) to a point of woods about 
three hundred yards from the Yankee battery, and soon after opened 
fire, causing them to retire rapidly. Conducted by yourself, the bat- 
tery was advanced nearly to the position of that occupied by the en- 
emy; indeed, in advance of our pickets on the right of the road ; 
but, it then being nearly dark, we returned to the works. The offi- 
cers and men behaved handsomely, and it is a source of much gratifi- 
cation that I tftive no casualties to report. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANK HUGER, 
Capt. Donaldson Artillery, Light Artillery Service. 



REPORT OF ACTING ADJUTANT THOMAS SMITH. 



Headquarters Virginia Battalion, > 
July 13, 1862. ] 

Captain G. F. Harrison, 

' Sir : Subjoined you will find a report of the part taken by the 
Virginia battalion in the late engagement before Richmond. This 
battalion, under command of Captain J. C. Johnson, left camp on the 
Meadow Bridge road, on the evening of the 26tl^of June, and, after 
crossing the Chickahominy, marched in the direction of »Mechanics- 
ville, where a portion of the brigade being ^engaged, the battalion, 
though not brought into action, was held under fire from the enemy's 
batteries for several hours ; and, in consideration of the fact «that the 
men had never before been under fire, they acted coolly. Our loss 
on this day, (June 26th,) consisted of two killed and eleven wounded. 
On Friday, the 27th of June, we marched from Mechanicsville to 
Cold Harbor, where the enemy again made a stand. Here we were 
engaged for several hours, opposed to, perhaps, the strongest position 
of the enemy's lines. Here we lost eight killed and twenty wounded. 
From this time we remained on the battle-field until Sunday, the 
29th, when we recrossed the Chickahominy at. New Bridge, and fol- 
lowed the enemy, until he made a third stand, on the evening of the 
30th of June. Here the battalion was again engaged, and lost, in 
killed, two, and wounded, twenty-four. Among the killed, was one of 
our best officers, Lieutenant R. A. Jackson, commander of company 
D. On Tuesday, the 1st of July, we were held in reserve, and, 
though led to the field, our services were not necessary, and we were 
not engaged. After Tuesday, the 1st instant, we marched with the 
army as far as Crenshaw's farm, on the New Market road, and, after 
remaining there several days, resumed the march on the 8th instant, 
and arrived at our present encampment, Farrar's farm, on Wednes- 
day, the 9th. The battalion probably acted as well as might have 
been expected, being without a battle-flag during all the engagements. 

Total loss, in killed and wounded, 67 ; one missing — supposed to 
be killed or captured. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS SMITH, 
Acting Adjutant. 



REPORT OF COLONEL CRUTCHFIELD. 



Headquarters Second Corps, Army*Nortiiern Virginia, ) 

January 23, 1863. J 

Lieutenant General T. J. Jackson, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

General : I hare the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the batteries attached to your command in the battles 
around Richmond, commencing June 27, 1862 : 

On Friday, June 27,^1862, the army of the Valley district moved 
towards Cold Harbor ; D*ut the advance division, under Major General 
R. S. Ewell, being misled by the guide, lost some time in regaining 
the proper road, which delay caused the batteries to be thrown some 
distance behind, as they had to be reversed in a narrow road, in thick 
woods. This, also, of course, checked the advance of troops and bat- 
teries beyond ; eo that the artillery was very slowly massed on the 
left, where, as it turned out, it was eventually needed. The advance 
was first made by Major General Ewell, his division turning off from 
the road to. the right, and forming its front obliquely to the road. 
Captain Courtnay's battery was put in position near the left, to cover 
the formation of this line, should the etiemy advance during this ma- 
noeuvre. No attack was made by them, however ; so this battery did 
not open, and when the division advanced, it did so through woods 
and across a swamp, where it could not be followed by the battery, 
which was accordingly withdrawn, as no longer needed in this posi- 
tion. The only batteries at this time up were those attached to this 
division, viz : those of Captains Courtnay, Brockenbrough and Car- 
rington, and among them there were not enough guns of a suitable 
character to engage the enemy's guns until the affair should become 
more general, or other batteries get up with the remaining divisions. 
The infantry, however, turned off from the road to the right, and 
moved through the woods, to the support of Major General Ewell, 
who became engaged with the enemy about four o'clock, P. M. The 
batteries (unable to follow the same way) had to keep the road, which, 
being bad and narrow, prevented their passing the ambulances and 
wagons, with which it was already*crowded. About five, P. M., or 
perhaps a little later, the batteries of Captains Brockenbrough, Car- 
rington and .Courtnay, were ordered in near the left, to engage the 
enemy's guns, then firing heavily on our infantry. They went up in 
good style, and under a hot fire ; but as soon as they engaged the fire 
of the enemy the fire of the latter grew mild, and did very little 
damage. Our own practice was good ; and our own batteries were 
soon enabled to fire, advancing by half battery, which, together with the 
advance of our infantry, soon led to the enemy's rapid retreat. The 
lateness of the hour, together with the smoke of, the battle-field, igno- 
rance of the ground beyond, the jaded condition of the horses, and the 
fact that the road was so obstructed as to prevent the rest of our artil- 
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lery from closing up to the front, where alone it could be brought 
into the action, effectually prevented that rapidity of pursuit, and 
concentration of ; fire, which, a subsequent acquaintance with the na- 
ture of the ground and other circumstances, proved would have 
resulted in extreme loss to, and doubtlefcs rout of, the enemy. 

In this affair we lost no guns, disabled or captured. One of Cap- 
tain Carrington's caissons was disable by a shot from the enemy. We 
captured four guns, which were exchanged into the batteries of Cap- 
tains Poague, Carpenter and Courtnay. 

I make no account of the artillery of Brigadier General Whiting's 
division ; for, though this command was, at the time, part of your 
force, it had but recently joined, and I was unacquainted with any of 
the officers of his batteries, of which latter I did not know the compo- 
sition, and so judged it best that I should leave the management of 
this artillery to Brigadier General Whiting entirely. 

On Monday, the 30th of July, 1862, wo crossed the Chickahominy 
at Grapevine Bridge, and moved towards White Oak Swamp, which 
we reached about half-past nine, A. M. At this point, the swamp was 
crossed by a trestle bridge, which the enemy had just fired while it 
was commanded by their guns from the opposite hill, and all approach 
to it prevented by their sharpshooters, who were concealed in a thick 
wood near by. After examining the ground, I found it possible, with 
a little work, to open a way through the woods to the right of the road 
on which we advanced, by which our guns could be brought, unseen 
by the* enemy, into position behind the crest of the hill on this sido 
about one thousand yards from tfce enemy's batteries, and some twelve 
hundred yards from their infantry. Seven batteries, in all twenty- 
three guns, where accordingly ordered up from Major General Hill's 
division. Having met their officers for the first tim^ on that day, I 
do not now readily recall their names, and can only mention the bat- 
teries of Captains Carter, Hardaway, Nelson, Rhett, Reilly and Bal- 
this (the last two belonging to Brigadier General Whiting's division) 
as being of the number. About fifteen minutes of two, P M., we 
opened suddenly upon the enemy, who had no previous intim ition of 
our position and intention. He only fired four shots in reply, and 
then abandoned the position in extreme haste and confusion. A house 
near by ( afterwards found to have contained subsistence stores ) was 
first either fired by themselves or by our shell and burnt down. Cap- 
tain Wooding's battery was immediately ordered down nearer to the 
burnt bridge to shell out the sharpshooters from the woods, which was 
soon accomplished, and our cavalry crossed the swamp. It was then 
found that the enemy was bringing up a considerable artillery force 
to take position on the opposite side of the road to his former place, 
and directly opposed to our guns, from which he would be concealed 
by a thick intervening wood. Captain Wooding's battery was there- 
fore withdrawn, and our batteries turned in the new direction. The 
enemy soon opened on us with about eighteen guns, I think, and we 
replied, though it was extremely difficult to estimate the distance, as 
the enemy's guns were entirely concealed from our view, and our only 
guide was the sound, while our exact position was, of course, known 
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to him. His fire was rapid and generally accurate though the nature 
of the ground afforded us such shelter as to protect us from much loss. 
The effect of our fire could not be estimated until we crossed the 
swamp next day, when there were palpable evidences of its having 
been much more destructive than that to which we were subjected. 
This engagement lasted until dusk without intermission. We lost no 
guns or carriages disabled or captured. The enemy had a Caisson ex- 
ploded, and abandoned a travelling forge, battery wagon, ten-pounder 
Parrott gun and three caissons, which fell into our hands, uninjured, 
next day, besides a good many wagons mostly filled wrth small arms 
and ammunition. 

The behavior of the officers and men was excellent, but all the 
former being strangers to me, I mention no names, lest I should do 
injustice to others. Several I observed particularly from their cool- 
ness and judgment; but only remember the names of two or three. I 
may, however, mention Major C. Pierson, Major General D. H. Hill's 
chief of artillery, as having rendered himself exceedingly efficient, 
and exhibited great coolness. 

From sickness, I was not present at the battle of Malvern Hill, 
which took place the next day, and none of our artillery was engaged 
subsequently to that near Westover. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

S. CRUTCHFIELD, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery , Second Obrps. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN LANE, 



Camp near Oakwood Cemetery, July 12, 1862. 

Colonel A. S. Cutts, • . 

Commanding Sumter Artillery Battalion : 

Colonel : In compliance with ycur order to report the part my 
company took in the recent engagement before Richmond, from 26th 
June to the present date, I submit the following : 

On the 25th June,- the remainder of my company (two sections) 
was ordered to join one section which had been on duty at Mrs. 
Price's house for twelve dajs, being engaged with the enemy from 
behind our earthworks more or less every day in artillery-duels, across 
the Chickahominy, in one of which I lost one man killed, on the 
26th. 

On the 27th, 1 was ordered to engage a battery of the enemy near 
the house of Dr. Garnett. I took position in the open field, in front 
of the enemy's battery, which was protected by formidable earthworks. 
In an engagement of an hour, I lost two men killed and four wounded, 
and withdrew from the field when ordered by Colonel Lee. In the 
evening of the same day, I was ordered to attack the enemy a second 
time, taking position further to our right, where I was under a heavy 
fire froni three of the enemy's batteries, as well as their sharpshoot- 
ers, and retired from the field when ordered by Colonel Lee, with 
a loss of one man wounded and a horse killed. 

On the 28th, I was ordered, with a section of my battery, to take 
position near the Chickahominy, on the New Bridge road, and open 
on the enemy near Mrs. Goulding's house, which I did, assisted by 
a section of Captain Woolfolk's battery, and one piece of Captain 
Dabney's battery, and succeeded in routing the enemy from his posi- 
tion, in the greatest confusion. 

On the 29th, I was ordered to report to General Cobb, as reserve 
artillery for his brigade, which I joined, and went with until noon, 
when I was ordered to the front, at the earthworks of the enemy on 
the north side of the York River railroad, where I exchanged a few 
shots with the enemy, who, being still in retreat, I followed on with 
the brigade to the bridge across the York River railroad, where I w^s 
put in position to resist a threatened advance of the enemy at that 
point, and was under the enemy's fire during the engagement, which 
lasted until dark, I maintaining my position during the night. 

On the 30th, I was engaged during the day in moving to a position 
on the Charles City road. 

On the first of July, I took a position assigned me on the field. 
Just before the engagement commenced, my section of Parrott guns 
were advanced to the front; but, a short time after the engagement 
commenced, was ordered back to a position further in the rear, being 
still under the enemy's fire, where I remained during the engagement, . 
my only loss being one man wounded. 
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On the 2d, I maintained the position of the previous day, until it 
was ascertained the enemy had fled. 

On the 3d, I returned to camp near Richmond, by order of General 
Lee, where I have remained ever since. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• JOHN LANE, 
Captain Company E, Sumter Artillery Battalion. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT MASSIR 

Camp near Richmond, July 12, 1862. 

Major W. Nelson, 

Commanding Third Artillery Battalion : 

In the absence of Captain Huckstep, I submit the following state- 
ment of the movements, etc., of the Fluvanna artillery during the 
recent engagements before Richmond. On Thursday morning, June 
26th, we proceeded to* the front of our lines on the Nine-mile road, 
General Magruder's division, and were placed in reserve in the field 
near New Bridge church. The next evening, (Friday,) our rifle gun 
and its detachment of twelve men, under my immediate command, 
were ordered to take position in the open field, near Dr. Garnett's 
house, where, in company with several other batteries, (the whole 
under command of Major Garnett,) we opened fire upon one of the 
enemy's batteries, partially concealed by woods. Our fire was 
promptly returned by at least four batteries — three being entirely 
concealed by the woods and placed obliquely to our right — thus giving 
them a cross fire upon us ; also, by a line of sharpshooters, protected 
by rifle pits, immediately in our front and about four hundred yards 
distant. The fire of the enemy soon became very warm, and, as we 
were not protected by either works or the conformation of the ground, 
we wdre ordered to retire. The conduct of the men, while under fire, 
was all that could have been expected or desired. We lost in this 
skirmish private N. W. Jennings, who was killed by a shell wound in 
the hip. He was a good soldier ; cheerful and prompt in the perform- 
ance of his duties. Private L. W. Mayre was also wounded slightly, 
in the hip. We also lost one horse, permanently disabled. We were 
unable to ascertain the result of our firing, as the woods into which 
our shells were thrown soon became so filled with smoke as to obscure 
everything from view. We retired to our post in reserve, where we 
were kept until Monday morning, June 30th, when we proceeded to 
Camp Holly, near New Market, there rejoining our battalion. 

On Wednesday, July 2nd, our rifle gun, under Captain Huckstep, 
was sent to the front, but ordered back later in the day, without firing. 
We were held in reserve at Camp Holly until Friday morning, July 
4th, when we returned to our present encampment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN L. MASSIE, 
Lieutenant Fluvanna Artillery. 
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REPORT OP CAPTAIN MILLEDGE. 



Camp, July 12, 1862* 

Sir : I have the honor to report, in accordance with an order to 
report what transpired in my company between June 26th and July 

, that, on the afterncon of June 26th, I was ordered by yourself to 

take one pipce (rifle) down the river (Chickahominy) and make any 
disposition of it which I thought would bear with elFect upon any of 
the enemy's forces, then fighting or in position on the other side of 
the river. Ascertaining that one of the enemy's batteries, said to be 
Griffin's New York battery, was in position near the edge of the 
creek, on the other side, and was 'busy with its fire upon the Maryland 
battery, in position on Mechanicsviile hill, I placed the rifle piece in 
position near the creek and opened fire on the New York battery, 
which was continued about an hour, as far as I could judge, 
with considerable accuracy and effect. Lieutenant Thompson was 
with me, in charge of the piece. 

On the morning of the t7th, at daylight, my company was detailed, 
by order of General Lee, to assist in the management of one of the 
largo rifle guns under command of Captain Masters. Acting with 
him, we carried the piece some one and a half miles below the turn- 
pike, placed it in position, and, directing its fire upon such points of 
the enemy's lines as seemed most stubborn, worked it until ordered 
by General Lee to cease firing. 

Of the rest of the part performed by my company in that day's 
attempt, and those made afterwards to get the gun where it could bo 
used in obedience to orders — of the zeal, good order, and general sol- 
dierly spirit displayed, during the interval between the 28th of Juno 
and 2nd of July — you can judge as well as myself, and to your 
candid judgment I am satisfied to leave them, without any comment 
from me, knowing full well that the true soldier's zealous attempt to 
discharge his duty, though that duty may only be anxiously waiting, 
watching, marching and re-marching, and not tho more grateful 
active duty of the battle-field, is not without its due credit in your 
eyes, and that justice will be done to them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN MILLEDGE, Jr., 
Captain Company C, Second Battalion Aitilkry. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL CUTTS. 



Headquarters Sumter Artillery Battalion, > 
Camp near Richmond, J uly 12, 1862. \ 

General W. N. Pendleton : 

GeneraX. 1^ obedience to your order, I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the operations of my command, fr:>m the 26th 
of June to the present date. Captain John Lane's company (of six 
guns) having been detached from my immediate command, I would 
respectfully submit his own report for your consideration, which; 
please find enclosed : 

At an early hour on the 26th of June, in carrying out your order* 
and instructions of the 25th, I reported myself, with three batteries — 
Captain H. M. Ross, with six guns ; Captain J. V. Price, with four- 
guns, and Captain J. A. Blackshear, also with four guns — to Major 
General Huger, at our advance lines, on the Williamsburg road. My 
batteries were held in reserve to support General Huger's command. 
On the evening of that day, I was joined by Lieutenant Maddux, with, 
one gun of Captain Hamilton's battery— Lieutenant Stiener, of the* 
same company, having obtained permission to report to General^ 
Toomb3, with two guns of the battery. I have had no report of his 
operations. With the above-mentioned batteries, ia$ll fifteen guns, 
I remained personally on the ground, in rear of ^neral Huger's 
command, and near the enemy's lines, until Sunday morning, the* 
29th, and although we did no actual service, except shelling the ene- 
my's pickets in the woods, we were at all times ready to meet the 
enemy, and, from his position and superior force, were hourly expect- 
ing an engagement. On the 29th, on being informed that the enemy 
had abandoned their entrenchments, and were in full retreat, and tho- 
division being welf supplied with artillery. General Huger ordered' 
two of my batteries — Captains Price and Blackshear — back to our 
camp, near Richmond, there to be held in reserve, to await orders. 
Myself, with Captain Ross' battery, and Lieutenant Maddux, with his 
gun, were assigned to General Wright's brigade, and ordered on the 
0harle3 City road. The whole command was delayed in moving in 
this direction by a despatch from General Magruder, asking for as- 
sistance in the enemy's rear ; and, at nightfall, we had only moved a 
few miles on the Charles City road. On the afternoon of the 30th, 
General Huger's advance came up to the enemy ; and, about three 
o'clock, I was ordered forward with my batteries. [This point was . 
some two miles north of the battle-field of the same day, where Gen- 
erics Longstreet and Hill engaged the enemy.] My baHeries arrived! 
promptly on the ground, but were not ordered into the artillery duel 
then going on. This position was held during the night, and, on tho> 
1st of July, the enemy having disappeared, and the way clear, we moved 
upon the battle-field of Monday. My now small command (sevea. 
guns) was assigned a place near the battle-field of Tuesday, the 1st 



532 



instant; and, although I am sure that more artillery could have been 
used with advantage in the engagement, and also that my command 
could have done good service, yet 1 received no orders, and, there- 
fore, I had not the honor to participate in any of the many engage- 
ments for the protection of the capital. The position assigned me 
was held until Monday, the 7th instant, when, by General Huger's 
order, I returned to my camp at this place, all my other batteries 
having previously returned. It is proper to mention that Captain C. 
V. Crawford volunteered to take charge of one of Captain Price's 
guns, as his own battery was not ready for the fiel<r This he did, 
and remained with it until the company was ordered back to camp. 

The officers and men of the several companies deserve great credit 
for their great promptness, and their anxiety to share the dangers and 
»honors with those noble commands who fought on every field. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 

A. S. CUTTS, 
Lieutenant Colonel, commanding First Battalion, Reserve Corps. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN ANCELL. 



In Camp, July 12, 18G2. 

Major Charles Richardson, 

Commanding Reserve Artillery : 

Major : I fa*vo the honor to report, in accordance with an order 
to report what transpired in my company from the -26th June to 2d 
July, 1862: 

On Thursday, June 20th, I was ordered, by yourself, to take our 
battery to a position on the Chickahominy, about one mile below the 
Mechanicsville road, and to hold the position in case the enemy should 
attempt to cross there. No such attempt being made by the enemy, 
I only waited in position uctil Friday raorping, when, the enemy 
having been driven below this point, I, in obedience to your order, 
moved my battery back to camp, together with a large rifle gun un- 
der the command of Captain Masters. 

On Friday evening, in compliance with your order, I took command 
of, and carried this large guir to a point on the Nine-mile road, near 
the farm of Dr. Ga'rnett, at which point I remained until Sunday 
morning, June 29th, when, no opportunity offering to bring it to 
bear upon the enemy, it was, in accordance with your orders, moved 
back to camp. On, Tuesday, the 1st instant, I carried the same piece 
down the Darby town road, as directed by you, to Fussell's farm, near 
the scene of the fight of that evening, but was not able to get into a 
position from which to use it against the foe, and, on the next morn- 
ing, returned with it to camp. 

With the exception of these several orders, ended any part taken 
by my company in the struggles around Richmond. I will take oc- 
casion to say, though not actually engaged, the men acted in a man- 
ner entirely satisfactory, and evinced an earnest desire to take an 
active part in the late great struggles around Richmond ; but as all 
this occurred under your immediate observation, I will only say that 
they obeyed all orders cheerfully and soldierly. 
Major, I have the honor to be, 

Yours, with high respect, 

JOHN J. ANCELL, 
Captain Fluvanna Light Artillery, 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT WOOLFOLK. 

Headq'rs Com^ A, 2nd Battalion ReSekve Arttllert, ) 

July 11, 1SG2. ) 

Major Charles Richardson, 

Commanding 2d Battalion Reserve Artillery Corps : 

Major : In pursuance of your orders, I have the honor; to make 
the following report of the services of this battery from the 20th of 
June. At this date, we were on picket duty at Mrs. Price's house, 5 
opposite the New Bridge, seven miles from Richmond. We were 
then under the command of Colonel Lee, and attached to brig- 
ade, Colonel Anderson commanding, in Colonel Jones' division, to 
whom we reported, June 14th, 1862. 

Nothing occurred on the 26th, except a* little harmless shelling from 
the enemy's batteries, four in number, stationed opposite to us on the 
north side of the'Chickahominy. On the afternoon of the 27th, we 
were ordered, together with two of Captain Lane's guns, all under 
the command of Colonel Lee, against^ stony 'work of the enemy's, 
some three fourths of a mile to our rigfer and front. We were brought 
into position in an open field, about six hundred yards from the 
enemy's works, when we opened upon him with shell and spherical 
case from the howitzer's, (two 12- pounders,) and with shell and shot 
from our rifle-pieces, (two 3- inch guns.) We fired very rapidly, re- 
ceiving, in reply, an incessant fire* from the enemy's battery, com- 
posed, as we afterwards learned from prisoners, of thirteen breach* 
loading guns, sustaining, at the Bame time, an enfilading fire from 
their sharpshooters. After an engagement of about thirty minutes, 
we were ordered to retire, having sustained a loss of one man killed, 
and three wounded. Of the effect of our fire, I have no means of 
knowing, except from the report of prisoners, who stated that their 
loss was heavy in killed, wounded and in destruction of property. 
On Saturday, the 28th, our two rifle-pieces were detached to proceed 
down the New Bridge road, and, in company with a portion of Lane's 
and Dabney's batteries, to shell the enemy, at long range. This duty 
was performed with fine effect, the enemy breaking and running in 
every direction. On the 29th, we were ordered under the command 
of Major Garnett, and temporarily in support of General Toombs' 
brigade, some three miles down the road, on the south side of the 
Chickahojpiny ; but no requisition was made upon us for active ser- 
vice, and, on the next day, June 30th, we were relieved and sent back 
4o camp to recruit, men and horses being very much broken down. 
"Of the conduct of the men of this command, I feel it my duty to 
report that they behaved, with but two exceptions, with marked 
-coolnesB and gallantry. 

With the greatest respect, I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 
JAMES WOOLFOLK, First Lieut., 
Commanding Ashland AtCy, Co. A t 2d Bat. K. A. 
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REPORT OF CAPTAIN POAGUE. 

Camp of First Brigade, V. D., July 7, 1862. 

Captain J. T. O'Brien, 

A. A. G., First Brigade, V. D. : 

Captain i I have the honor to report that, on the evening of the 
27th June, when the brigade started for. the battle-field, ray battery 
was ordered to halt and await orders. Next day I received orders to 
join the brigade, which I did, remaining with* it until 1st July, but 
taking no part in any of the engagements up to that date. 

About ten o'clock, on the morning of 1st July, while following the 
brigade 014 the march near Frazier's farm, I received an order from 
Major k General Jackson to hurry on to the front and report to Major 
General Whiting. Not being able to find the latter officer, by direc- 
tion of General Jackson, I took position in a wheat fiell, on the left 
of Balthis' battery, (Staunton artillery,) which had just preceded us. 
My guns were posted behind the crest ol a ridge, by which they .were, 
to some extent, protected from the enemy's fire. 

Shortly after opening fire, the impression got' out, by some means, 
that all the batteries were ordered to leave-the field. Not being able 
to trace it to an authoritative source, I ordered my pieces to continue 
firing. One or two batteries in the meantime left the field. 

Captain Balthis soon exhausted his ammunition, and shortly after- 
wards left the field. By this time, Lieutenant Carpenter had gotten 
two pieces in position and opened fire. The fire of the enemy's bat- 
teries was most terrific, and, in the main, very accurate ; that the loss 
oh our side was not much heavier, is owing to the protection afforded 
by our position. 

The detachment of the six-pounder was now so much reduced as not 
to be able to work the gun. It was sent off the field, and the re- 
mainder of the detachment distributed among the other pieces. Find- 
ing that the contest was a very unequal one, having the fire of seve- 
ral batteries concentrated upon five guns on our side, my pieces were 
ordered to cease firing. The gun of Lieutenant Carpenter, next to us, 
also cfeased at my suggestion. My object was to induce the enemy to 
hold up until we could get other batteries to our assistance. Two 
more batteries were then brought into position. Our guns again 
opened, under direction of Major Whiting, but elicited only a feeble 
response from the enemy, and after a few rounds, our batteries ceased 
firing. Soon thereafter, I was ordered to report, with my battery, to 
Major General Hill, but was not called on to go into action again. 
About five o'clock, I obtained permission to go to the rear for ammu- 
nition. 

The following aro the casualties which occurred during this artil- 
lery engagement : ^ • 

Killed — Jno. L. Brown, Francis T. Ilerndon, of Rockbridge county, 
Virginia. 
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Wounded— Jno. Doran, of Lexington, severely, in arm, by a shell; 
John Fuller, of Rockbridge, severely bruised by a shell. 

Slightly wounded — E.. Holmes Boyd, R. K. Compton, John M. 
Brown, Randolph Fairfax, Sergeant David E. Moore, John H. Moore, 
Abner E. Arnold, William H. Boiling. One horse was killed and 
several disabled. 

With three or four exceptions, the conduct of the men and officers 
was in the highest degree creditable. 

Very respectfully, &c, 

W. T. POAGUE. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN PAGE. 



Camp of Third Battalion Reserve Artillery, > 

July 12, 1862. $ 

Major William Nelson : 

Major : According to your request, I respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report of my battery during the late engagements before 
Richmond : 

On Thursday morning, June 26th, we were ordered down the Nine- 
mile road as far as Garnett's farm, where we took a position on the 
road, and just in rear of our extreme picket lines. After remaining 
here for about two hours, the enemy opened a fire upon us, with his 
long-range guns, which he kept up for some time, when, by order of 
Lieutenant Colonel Lee, Ave shifted our position. Here, again, we 
were shelled from time to time until night, when we withdrew, resum- 
ing our first position early next morning. 

On this day, Friday, our position was shelled constantly through- 
out the day, without our being able to reply, as we had orders to fire 
only in case the enemy appeared in front in the open field. 

On Saturday, after thegpiddleof the day, everything became quiet. 

On Sunday, about ten o'clock, A. M., we started with Major Gen- 
eral Magruder's forces, down the Nine-mile and Williamsburg roads, 
in pursuit of the enemy, and went as far as Savage's farm, where we 
rested for the night. 

Monday morning, we continued our march and reached Hollywood, 
near the scene of the terrible conflict of Tuesday evening. 

On Wednesday morning, \)ur rifle pieces, Lieutenant Montgomery 
commanding, was sent to the front to reconnoitre and returned in the 
evening. At this camp we remained until Friday morning, when by 
your command, we returned to our present encampment. 
Respectfully submitted, 

R. C. M. PAGE, 
Captain Commanding Artillery. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN KtRKPATRICK. 



Major William Nelson, 

Commanding Third Battallion Reserve Corps Artillery : 

Major : At your request, I submit the following statement of the 
part taken by my company in the recent engagements before Richmond: 
>$On Thursday, June 26th, we proceeded with four guns (two being 
left on account of sickness amongst the members of the company) to 
the front at Garnett's farm. We were stationed at a point within 
range of the enemy's guns in front and on our left, but remained un- 
disturbed until the afternoon, when the batteries on our left opened a 
fire upon the whole field. Many of the shells came near us, but did 
no harm. 

The next morning we resumed the place held by us the day before. 

About twelve o'clock, we were ordered to take a position consider- 
ably advanced and to our right, with two howitzers, and there to open 
fire upon a party of the enemy, then at work npon the rifle-pits in 
front of their works. As soon as our fire commenced, the enemy 
opened upon us with at least five diffelfent species of projectile. 
During this fire, Lieutenant Walton, Corporal Davidson and privates 
Hewitt and John Goodwin were struck by fragments of shell, though 
no one was seriously hurt. , At the other guns, which remained for 
some time in a very exposed condition, private Motley was also struck. 
One of our horses was killed and two wounded. We remained in the 
advanced position until four o'clock, P. M. 

I cannot forbear stating just here that you were present with us dur- 
ing the time that the enemy's fire was concentrated upon us, and I feel 
under lasting obligations to you for the great encouragement and as- 
sistance you afforded us, inexperienced as we were, by your calm and 
cheerful courage, as well as by advice how our fire should be con- 
ducted. 

On Saturday, we took the same position, and in the afternoon were 
ordered to proceed again with two guns, to take the position just al- 
luded to, in order to open fire on the enemy's batteries, which it was 
supposed had been evacuated. Before we reached the position the 
order was countermanded. On our way going and returning we were 
under heavy fire. ^ 

On Sunday morning, at ten o'clock, we proceeded with General 
Magruder's forces in pursuit of the enemy, down the Nine- mile and 
Williamsburg roads, and, with the same forces, crossed over to Camp 
Holly, where we were held in reserve until Friday, when our battery 
was ordered back to camp. 

On Thursday, my rifle piece, under Lieutenant Ilobson, was ordered 
towards the front, but he was soon directed to return. 

It is proper to add that I was assisted, in the engagement of Fri- 
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d a y> by Lieutentants Hobson and Latham, who rendered every possi- 
ble service, and proved themselves competent and brave. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

THOS. J. KIRKPATRICK, 
Commanding Amherst Artilhry. 



REPORT OF MAJOR NELSON. 



Headquarters Third Battalion*Reserve Artillery, ) 
Near Richmond, July 12, 1862. J 

General : At your, request, I respectfully submit to you the follow- 
ing statement of my proceedings, as also of my command, in the re- 
cent movements of our army in the cfefenco of Richmond : 

In obedience to your order, I reported early Thursday morning, 
the 26th ultimo, with my three companies, to Lieutenant Colonel S. 
D. Lee, chief of artillery for General Magruder's division, who asked 
me to post two of my batteries in Dr. Garnett's field, in advance of 
our main line, and in support of our advance pickets, and to hold the 
other in reserve. Captains Kirkpatrick and Pago with their batteries 
Were 'posted accordingly, and Captain Huckstep with his was kept in 
reserve near the Bridge church. 

Nothing of interest transpired until the afternoon, when the enemy's 
batteries, from several different points, opened fire upon the whole 
field, frequently throwing their shells very near us, but without injury. 
These two batteries were withdrawn to a less hazardous position, after 
night, and replaced before light the next morning, Friday the 27th. 
In the early part of Friday, I was invited by Colonel Lee to recon- 
noitre, with him, the enemy's position immediately in our front, where 
they were busily engaged on an advance line of works, with a view 
to stop their operations, after which, it was determine that I should 
advance one section of horso artillery to our extreme picket line, a 
little to th3 right of our position, to co-operate with other pieces 
which Colonel Lee would post on our left. I was to be ready, and to 
open as soon as the firing on my left commenced. I requested Cap- 
tain Kirkpatrick to take two of his howitzers, with their detachments, 
to the ppint of the field determined on, and I accompanied them. His 
pieces were immediately put in position just below the crest of the 
hill and loaded. Very soon the signal on our left was heard, when the 
captain gave the order and the firing commenced with energy, 
and the working parties were driven from their position. Im- 
mediately the enemy opened upon us with batteries at four different 
points, after the working parties were driven off. Our fire was aimed 
at one of their batteries, and kept up until the limbers were emptied 
of ammunition, when the firing ceased for a very short time for the 
caisson to be brought up, which was soon done, and the firing resumed 
with vigor, and kept up until the men were much exhausted, when I 
requested the captain to cease firing, and let his men sit down below 
the crest of the hill and rest. During this whole time they were un- 
der a heavy fire from the four batteries before referred to, and I take 
pleasure in saying of all officers and men, that they did their duty 
well. For further particulars of the operations of this company and 
results to them, I refer you to the accompanying statement of Cap- 
tain Kirkpatrick. 

The position occupied by Captain Page's battery was peculiarly 
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trying, being under a hot fire during part of Thursday afternoon, and 
on Friday, without being able to return it at all. 

I was fully satisfied with the conduct of all the officers and men, 
and for further particulars of their operations, I refer you to the ac- 
companying statement of Captain Page. Friday afternoon, I was 
asked by Colonel Lee for one rifle gun, to co-operate with others, to 
try the enemy's position, and I sent the the rifle gun of Captain Huck- 
sters battery, under charge of Lieutenant Massie, to whose report 
herewith, I refer you for particulars. This gun, in that skirmish was 
well managed and served in every particular. 

Saturday we retained our former position without engaging in what 
took place near by, but beiDg under fire part of the time. ° 

Sunday morning, we were early on the field, and, late in the day 
advanced with the division towards Fair Oak Station, on the York 
River railroad. There I was ordered by Colonel Lee to follow on with 
the reserve, at a safe distance from the centre of General McLaws' 
division ; doing this, wc stayed that night near the General's command, 
on the Williamsburg road. * % 

Monday morning, we were ordered to march for Allen's farm, on 
James river, by the way of the Darbytown road, and I was ordered 
to halt my command about two miles short of Allen's farm, which was 
done. My encampment, that night, was on Robertson's farm, called 
Camp Holly. 

On Wednesday, July 2nd, I was ordered to take all the rifle guns 
of ray command to the front where we remained until the afternoon 
when we were ordered back to camp with them. There we stayed until 
Friday the 4th,*when we were ordered back to this point. 

I cannot too fully express my thanks for, and appreciation of, the con- 
duct, on the occasion referred to, of Surgeon J. R. Page, Assistant Sur- 
gonst errm and Hopkins ; also, Lieutenant Massie and my young aid, 

w- Y S ' gentlemen all did much to excite grateful thanks 

With gratitude to God for his protection and care, I respectfully 
submit this report. r J 

W. R. NELSON, Major commanding Battalion. 



REPORT $F MAJOR RICHARDSON. 



Headquarters Second Bat. Pendleton's Artillery Corps, ) 
Camp near Richmond, July 12, 1862. ) 

J General: In obedience to your order of the 11th instant, requir- 
ing me to furnish you with a report, showing the operations of my 
command from the 26th ultimo to the present time, I have the honor 
to submit the following, with the accompanying reports of the cap- 
tains of the several batteries in my battalion, which will more expli- 
citly give the information you desire, as I was necessarily separated 
from portions of my command at different times during the occurrences 
therein named : - [ . 

You are aware that, for ^bout twelve days previous to the 26th 
ultimo, I had been on outpost service, with two of my batteries, on 
ttie Medianicsville road, near the Cnickahominy river, and that my 
other battery (Captain Woolfolk's) was on duty at Price's farm, under 
Colonel Lee, Chief .of Artillery General Magruder's division, with 
whom it remained until the morning of the 3d inst, when relieved. by 
you, and ordered to my camp. The batteries of Captain Davidson 
(two three inch rifles, two six-pounder smooth bores, and two twelve- 
pounder howitzers,) and Captain Masters, (two four-pounder rifles,) 
were ass ; gncd, temporarily, to my qommand by Brigadier General J. 
R. Anderson, on the afternoon of the 25th ultimo 

On the morning of the 26th ultimo, General D. H '11111, whose 
division had moved up near my camp during the previous night, sent 
for me, and informed me that our troops would cross the river at that 
point during the day, and that I was expected to cover the passage, 
and that he would indicate the moment when I should open fire upon 
the works of the enemy just opposite. He desired to know the num- 
ber, calibre and positions of my guns, offering, at the same time, to 
furnish me with any additional guns that I might need. Having 
given him the desired information, I accepted, and placed in position, 
three of his rifled pieces, and awaited his orders. About twelve 
o'clock, M., I sent a message to the General that I thought the enemy 
were vacating the works in frcnt of me; and, about three; P. M., 
sent another message that I was quite sure the work was entirely 
deserted; but received no orders, though Generals Lee, Hill and 
Longstreet, came up shortly afterward, and watched the movement of 
the enemy until near five o'clock, when General Hill moved his 
division across the river. Seeing no enemy in front .of me, and 
desiring to render as much service as possible, I ordered Captain 
Milledge to move his rifle guns east of the Mechanicsvi!le road, to a 
point from which he could do the enemy most damage. [His report 
will show his operations in pursuance of this order.] At the same 
time, I ordered Captain Masters to place one of his guns on the ridge 
last of, and near, the Mcchanicsville road, thinking it a very fino 
position from which to work upon one of the heavy batteries of the 
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enemy, then pouring a terrific fire upon our troops ; but, as the piece 
was being put in position, General Longstreet ordered Captain Mas- 
ters to take it to a point lower down the river, which he thought was 
a better position. In moving the gun down, one of the wheels got 
into a deep rut, and could not be extricated until the next morning. 
At dawn on the next morning, £7th ultimo, General Lee ordered me 
to move my guns along the ridge on the south side of the Chicka- 
hominy, and do the best I could against the enemy on the Opposite 
side. I therefore moved down the river with all of my guns except 
one of the four-pounder rifles of Captain Masters, and one smooth bore 
six-pounder and two twelve-pounder howitzers of Captain Milledge, 
(having no horses to move these guns,) and took a position on Watt's 
farm, and opened fire (I have reason to believe with good effect) upon 
the enemy with Captain Davidson's two three-inch rifles, Captain 
Milledge's three-inch rifle, and one of Captain Master's four-pounder 
rifles, and continued firing until ordered to cease by General Lee. 

About this time you came up, and I asked for further orders, re- 
questing to be permitted to send to the rear the pieces that could not 
be used with effect, and having received your approval, I ordered 
Captain Ancell to take to our old camp, (near the toll gate, on the 
Mechanicsville road,) his battery, together with the three guns of 
Captain Milledge and the four-pounder rifle of Captain Masters, left 
near Ashton's house; and then, by your order, I proceeded down the 
river to Mrs. Christian's farm, without being able, however, to get a 
shot at the enemy. 

■ At this point, Captain Davidson handed me an order from Briga- 
dier General J. R. Anderson requiring him to join his brigade at 
once, and I, of course, relieved him from duty with me. 

I then joined you at the hospital on the Nine-mile road, about a 
mile above Dr. Garnetf s farm. You then ordered me to move the 
two four-pounder rifles of Captain Masters to that point and you 
would have them placed in position. The guns being exceedingly 
heavy (weighing nearly 4,000 pounds each) and the road very bad, 
it was with great difficulty that I succeeded in getting one of the 
guns (under Captain Ancell) to the point indicated by eight o'clock, 
P. M., when all operations for the day seemed to have ceased, and 
you, I Jearned, had left the field. The other gun, under Captain 
Milledge, could not be brought down, and Captain Milledge informed 
me that you ordered him to take it to camp. 

The next day, June 28th, I succeeded in seeing you lato in the 
afternoon, -when y#u told me that I could confer with Colonel Leo 
(chief of artillery of General Magruder's division) as to the best po-« 
sition for the gun. Colonel Lee said that the gun could be of no ser- 
vice there at that time, but that he would let me know if it could bo 
used the next day. 

The next day, June 29th, at an early hour, General Magruder's 
troops were moved out of their works, and I thought it best to have 
the gun taken to ray camp, which I did. 

I received no further orders from you until Monday night, June 
30th, when you ordered me to move the two four-pounder rifles at 
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early dawn the next morning, down the Darby road, in the direction 
of New Market, and you would select a position for them. This 
order I obeyed, halting on the Darby road where it is intersected by 
the'New Market road, and reported to you through Captain Milledge, 
and received your order directing me to mov£ down to a point near 
which you would endeavour to find a position for the guns, (Captain 
Milledge acting as guide.) We halted on the farm of a Mr. Fussell, 
when 1 reported to you in person, and you ordered me to bivouac for 
the night, as you were unable to find a suitable position for the guns. 

The next morning I, by your order, returned to camp with the 
guns, as you thought they could not be used to advantage at all down 
there. 

In leaving my old camp on the Mechanicsville road, near the toll- 
gate, on the morning of the 1st instant, I ordered Captain Woolfolk, 
senior captain, to take charge of, and move the camp down on the 
Williamsburg road, near Fulton's hill, you having ordered me to take 
a position more convenient to the scene of operations. 

It is, doubtless, proper to add that two drivers and four horses from 
each of the batteries of Captains Ancell and Milledge had been, by 
General A. P. Hill's orders, sent to join Captain Mclntpsh's battery. 
One of these men, private Robinson, of Captain Milledge's company, 
was slightly wounded, and one of the horses sent from Captain 
AncelPs battery died. 

Before concluding, I beg leave to say that the soldierly bearing, 
energy and general good conduct of the officers and men under my 
command affords me the liveliest gratification and satisfaction, and in 
awarding praise, I cannot discriminate in favor of some without 
doing injustice to others, inasmuch as all my orders were obeyed 
with great alacrity and cheerfulness. 

I would add that Dr. Semple, surgeon of my battery, was always 
at his post of duty and performed his part most satisfactorily. 
. , I Have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES RICHARDSON, 

Major commanding. 



REPORT OF COLONEL J. THOMPSON BROWN. 



Camp at Randolph's Farm, July 14, 1863. 
Brigadier General W. N. Pendleton : 

Sir : In accordance with your order of July 11th, I herewith for- 
ward to you a report of the operatioDS of my command from Thurs- 
day, June 26th, to the present time 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. THOMPSON BROWN, 

Colonel \st Virginia Artillery. 
LEWIS M. COLEMAN, 
Lieutenant Colonel 1st Virghda Artillery. 



My command, with the exception of the batteries, of which a more 
detailed account will be subsequently given, after having been ia 
canp for some days, was moved on Friday, June 27th, to a point 
near Mrs. Price's farm, in order to be in readiness for action. On Sat- 
urday. 28tb, it was moved back to its present position On Sunday, 
June 29th, it was moved to a point on the Darbytown road, about one 
and a half miles above its junction with the New Market road, where 
it arrived without being called for until Thursday, July 3d, where, in 
obedience to orders from General Pendleton, it returned to its old 
camp at Randolph's farm, where it now awaits orders. 

The batteries which, during this period, were separated from the 
command, are the following: Third Howitzer, Captain B. H. Smith ; 
Richmond Fayette Artiller/, Lieutenant Clopton commanding, and 
Williamsburg Artillery, Captain Coke. The first of the third How- 
itzers (Captain B. H. Smith) having been advised to join Feathers- 
ton's brigade, General Longstreet's division, reached Mechanicsville 
at ten, P. M., on Thursday, June 26th. On Friday, 27th, it was en- 
gaged with good effect at Catlin's house, one section being in the or- 
chard, and the other to the right of the house. They continued their 
fire until the enemy left the field. In the evening of the same day, 
it was again engaged at Gaines' farm ; the three howitzers being sta- 
tioned on the brow of the hill, near the barn, where they shelled the 
enemy's position in the woods. The Parrott piece on the right of the 
barn engaged one of the enemy's batteries* on the south side of the 
Chickahominy, thus drawing a raking fire away from our infantry, 
while charging the enemy's position. The Parrott gun continued to 
fire until the enemy's battery became silent ; but I myself, being ac- 
cidentally present, withdrew the howitzers early in the evening. They 
were inefficient against the battery because of their short range, and 
they could no longer shell the enemy's infantry without endangering 
our own troops. This battery was subsequently engage^ on this side 
, of the Chickahominy, in the battle of Monday, 30th, near Enroughty's 
house. It fired but a few rounds. Still it was much exposed to the 
35 
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fire of artillery and infantry. The battery was not engaged on Tues- 
day, and has now rejoined its regiment. The only loss sustained was 
one man wounded on Monday, 30th, and two horses shot on Friday, 
27th. 

The conduct of the men in the entire series of fights commanded, 
the approval of their captain. I myself saw them acting well on 
the evening of Friday, June 27th. 

The Richmond Fayette Artillery and the Williamsburg Artillery, 
under Lieutenant Colonel Coleman, reported, by order of General 
Pendleton, to General Lee, at Mechanicsville, on the morning of Fri- 
day, Juno 27th. They followed the advancing army to the headquar- 
ters of Generals Lee and Longstreet, at Hogan's house, and were 
kept in reserve during the battle of Friday evening. On Saturday, 
Colonel Coleman reported to General A. P. Hill, and, in the absence 
of Major W. T. Walker, sick in Richmond, acted as chief of artillery, 
until Wednesday, July 2d, when he rejoined his regiment. The two 
batteries under his command, from this regiment, accompanied Gene- 
ral Hill, on his passage to the south side of the Chickahominy, and 
to the vicinity of the battle-field of Monday. The Fayette Artillery 
was attached to Branch's brigade, and the Williamsburg Artillery held 
in reserve. The Fayette Artillery was placed in position both on 
Monday and Tuesday evening, and was exposed to a sharp artillery 
fire on both occasions, but was not allowed to fire. 

The Williamsburg Artillery returned to its regiment on Tuesday, 
June 1st. The men of the Fayette Artillery, as well as the officers, 
exhibited sufficient coolness and alacrity under fire. 

The* Williamsburg Artillery being in reserf e, had no opportunity to 
do anything amid the great superabundance of artillery, and the 
scanty use that was made of it. 

Very respectfully, your obediotit servant, 

J. THOMPSON BROWN, 

Colonel First Virginia Artillery, 



REPORT OF COLONBL NANCE OF OPERATIONS ON THE. 

29th JUNE, 1862. 



Headq'rs Third South Carolina Regiment, ) 
Camp Jackson, July 11, 1862. \ 

Captain C. R. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders rc- 
N ceived from Brigadier General J. B. Kershaw, on the morning of the 
29th instant, I moved my command, about eight, A. M., out to the 
picket lines in front of my camps, on the York River railroad,, about 
five miles from Richmond. After arriving there, I received orders 
to move in front of the enemy's deserted works, and there take my 
position in the brigade in line of battle, which I promptly did. There 
Brigadier General Kershaw assumed immediate command, and began 
the pursuit of the enemy. Two of my companies — company A, 
Captain Hance, and company E, Lieutenant Wright, were sent for- 
ward, according to directions, as skirmishers, and remained detached 
from the regiment during the rest of the day. Nothing of special 
interest occurred in the advance, so far as my command was con*, 
cerned, until about four, P. M., when I was ordered to follow Colonel' 
Kennedy, second South Carolina regiment, moving by the left flank, 
and, under cover, take position on his left, in a wood, obliquely to 
the left of some entrenchments this side of Savages' farm, and in > 
conjunction with Colonel Kennedy, to charge the enemy in his works,, 
drive him out, and capture his battery. The approach to this posi- 
tion wa^ difficult ; and, although we arrived at it, and made our dis- 
position for the charge as soon as possible, we had barely completed 
our arrangements when we* received official notice from the front 
that the enemy had retired. We then rejoined the brigade and re- 
sumed the advance march. We had not advanced much further before 
we came up with the enemy, near Savages' Station, and were halted. 
My regiment, when halted, held a position in a slight hollow in an 
open field, with its right flank resting on a wood of thick underbrush 
and forest timber, and its left resting on the right of Colonel Ken- 
nedy's regiment, whose left rested on the York River railroad. The- 
ground gradually ascended in our front for about sixty yards, where* 
began a wood, whose line ran nearly parallel to our line of battle.' 
This woods had a depth of about four hundred yards. The first part, 
though of heavy timber, was rather open and not filled or obstructed 
by the thick underbrush, which alone was found in the last part of* 
the wood. These bushes were of dense thickness, and continued to 
an open field four hundred yards in front of our line of battle. The 
ground of these woods was slightly undulating. In the position; I 
held, my men were so well protected from the fire and shells of the 
enemy, that they effected no injury to my command before the ad- 
vance was made. After some firing between the skirmishers and ar>«- 
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tillery of the contending parties, we received the command, forward ; 
and, immediately thereafter, the command to charge. The commands 
were obeyed with alacrity and great enthusiasm. My regiment 
dashed up the ascent in front, through the woods, yelling as they 
went, and into the thick undergrowth, in which it was impossible to 
discover either friend or foe over twenty yards. We were not aware 
of the exact position of the enemy until we received his galling fire, 
at a distance of twenty-five or thirty yards, after we had pro- 
ceeded some distance in the thick undergrowth, already described. 
The fire checked us for a moment, but we pressed on slowly, return- 
ing the enemy's fire and making him yield gradually, when I ordered 
a charge, and pushed him out of the wood and some distance across 
the open field beyond. We had scarcely emerged from the woods 
before I heard, to my surprise, the command, cease firing. I imme- 
diately went to the regiment, where I heard an officer giving this 
command, of whom I enquired by what authority he spoke. He re- 
plied that it came from the right, and that he understood we were 
firing on our friends. Remembering the caution that had been given 
early in the day, for all "line officers to repeat the commands," and 
knowing the impossibility of otherwise hearing the commands, and 
recollecting that the Brigadier General was on our right, as we en- 
tered the woods, and thinking a body of troops, moving on our right, 
whose character I could not, with certainty, determine on account of 
the approaching darkness and smoke of battle, might be our people 
•moving on the enemy's flank, I ordered the regiment to "cease fir- 
ing." We had scarcely ceased to fire before the enemy, either rein- 
forced or encouraged by the example of some of their men, who fired 
upon us, as they retreated, rallied on a hill opposite us and renewed 
the attack with great vigor. Suspecting the command to cease firing 
was either a ruse or an error, I withdrew a short distance in the un- 
derbrush and reformed my line as best I could, under an extremely 
severe fire. By the time this was accomplished, the enemy had 
almost traversed the field and reached the edge of the undergrowth, 
from which we had driven them. As they advanced, they poured a 
deadly and incessant fire into my line. I met them again, pushing 
my line almost to the edge of the undergrowth, when, besides the 
fire in 'my front, I was subjected to a threatening fire upon my right 
flank. In this emergency, without, so far as I could discover, sup- 
ports, either on my right or left flanks, I deemed it prudent to retire, 
which I did. Moving by the right flank, I carried the men to the 
rear of our original position, collected the scattered, reformed the 
line and took position, by order of General Kershaw, on the edge of 
tthe woods in front of our first position, where, after throwing out 
pickets, we slept on our arms without fires until morning. Early in 
-the morning, we recovered and buried the dead, and also brought in 
•all the wounded. 

A list of casualties is herewith submitted. It will be perceived 
that my loss was heavy, both in officers and privates. Among the 
mortally wounded were Lieutenant Ray and Captain S. M. Lanford, 
both of whom, especially the latter, were officers of promise. 
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Among the killed was Lieutenant Colonel B. C. Garlington, who 
fell while urging the men to the charge. He was an officer of fine 
judgment, cool courage, and commendable energy. We deplore his 
loss both as a gentleman and soldier. 

The conduct of the whole regiment, privates and officers alike, was 
satisfactory and praiseworthy. The heavy loss sustained in the fight — 
of about two hours duration — sufficiently attests the gallantry and 
fortitude of the command, in withstanding such a severe fire. 

Conspicuous for gallantry was Captain D. M. H. Langston, who, 
though severely wounded, continued with the regiment throughout 
the fight. It is proper to state that Major W. D. Rutherford, who 
had been assigned, early in the day, to the command of a portion of 
the skirmishers, rejoined the regiment late in the engagement and 
bore himself (as did all the officers, both line, staff and field, who 
came under my observation) worthily and honorably. 

Before concluding this report, it is proper to say that I have en- 
quired into the origin of the unfortunate command " cease firing," by 
which the repulse of the enemy was prevented from being most com- 
plete, and I find, much to my gratification, that it did not originate 
in my regiment. I considered the promulgation of such an unau- 
thorized command, so far as I could learn, by an officer, conduct so 
culpable as to call for a court-martial. Happily, I am relieved, by my 
enquiries, from the unpleasant duty of preferring charges against a 
brother officer. 

I am yours, very respectfully, 

JAMES D. NANCE, 
Colonel Third South Carolina Regiment. 



LIST OF TEE CASUALTIES of the Third South Carolina Regi- 
ment in the action of the 2dth of June, 1862. 

Field and Staff — Killed : Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin C. Garling- 
ton. Wounded : Sergeant-Major Ossian F. Simpson. 

Company A, Captain W. W. Hance — Killed : None. Wounded : 
Corporal P. C. Jones. 

Company B, Lieutenant F. Conner — Killed: Private W. F. 
Sprewel. Wounded : Lieutenant F. Conner, Sergeant B. Lawrence, 
Corporal L. M. Speers, privates I. S. Sprewel, James Pitts, W. Pitts, 

G. P. Sterling, A. J. Livingston, W. Willingham, P. J. Stevens, W. 

H. King, David Senn, G. W. Thrift, R. Workman, John Galloway,, 
R. S. Satterwhite, E. W. Davenport, G. W. Saddler, B. W. Gibson. 
Missing : Private D. F Craddock. 

Company C, Captain R. C. Maffett— Killed : Corporal J. M. Kelly 
and private L. C. Kinnard. Wounded : Captain R. C. Maffett, Lieu- 
tenant J. C. Williams, Corporal G. F. Long, Privates T. R. Wilson,. 
H. W. Reagan, G. W. Griffith, J. E. Signern, J. Albritton. 

Company D, Lieutenant J. T. Ray — Killed: Lieutenant J. T. Ray,,. 
Corporal J. D. C. Abernathy, Privates Stephen Nix and Samuel 
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McCrarey. Wounded : Sergeant J. G. Allen, Corporal M. M. Davis, 
Privates W. T. Todd, J. W. Ferguson, J. F. Graham, R. E. Murphy, 
J. W. Gentry, H. H. Ray, G. M. Stevens, Anthony Shands, A. R. 
Tinsley, J. L. Tinsley, C. M. Williams, R. G. Wilbum, W. B. Taylor. 

Company E, Lieutenant Robert H. Wright — Killed : Sergeant B. 
S. Buzhardt. Wounded; Corporal II. B. Reid, Privates W. C. Sligh, 
F. M. Summer, D. B. Wheeler, M. Foot. 

Company F, Captain Homer L. M. Gowan — Killed : Corporal B. 
Hitt, Privates W. D. Austin, J. D. Garlington, J. M.,McGee and A. 
C. Watson. Wounded : Privates L. H. Benjamin, J. W. Bryson, 
W. R. Darnall, E. S. Hitt, R M. Nichols, W. A. Vance, B. W. 
Wells, J. W. Winn. Missing : Sergeant J. C. Hill and Private H. 
A. Andrews. 

Company G, Captain R. P. Todd — Killed: Sergeant D. D. Brown- 
lee, Privates D. F. Stoddard, R. J. Higgins, L. L Edwards, Waddy 
Thompson. Wounded: Lieutenant A. W. Burnsides, Sergeant II. 
L. Farley, Sergeant J. A. Fairbourn, Corporal E. R. Thackston, Pri- 
vates J. L. Stoddard, S. R. Thackston, Allen Barksdale, J. R. 
Dorroh, J. C. Stewart, J. F. Henry, Joshua Martin, J. F. Hellams, 
R. P. Gamble, J. P. Templeton, J. C. Owings. 

Company H, Captain John C. Summer — Killed : Private L. F. 
Russell. Wounded: Lieutenant D, A. Drickert, Privates M. Adams, 
W. F. Green, J. T. Hattawanger, J. M. Stuck, J. A. Smith, J. C. 
Nunnamaker. 

Company I, Captain D. M. H. Langston — Killed : Private J. B. 
F. Hollingsworth. Wounded : Captain D. M. H. Langston, Sergeant 
E. Williams, (since died,) Corporal J. G. A. Holland, (since died,) 
Privates M. Blakely, J. E. Bell, E. M, Compton, G. McDunnon, C. 
C. Ferguson, William Holland, J. T. Langston, M. M. McQuown, 
William Ray, Sergeant W. B. Byrd. 

Company K, Captain S. M. Lanford — Killed: Corporal W. A. 
Smith, Private J. L. Gentry. Wounded : Captain S. M. Lanford, 
(since died,) Lieutenant W. H. Young, Corporal C. P. Verner, Pri« 
vates J. P. Havener, Levi Hill, G. T. Hyatt, W. J. Mayes, J. S. 
Rountree, R. A. Shands, E. E. Smith, James Story, A. C. Stripling, 
W. T. Wofford. 

Number of officers carried into action, 37; enlisted men, 431; 
total, 468. Number of killed, 23; wounded, 110; missing, 3; 
vtotal, 136. j 

The death of Captain Lanford increases the killed to 24. 



REPORT OF COLONEL NANCE OF OPERATIONS ON THE 

1st OF JULY, 1862. 



Headq'rs Third South Carolina Regiment, ) 
Camp Jackson, July 13, 1862. ) 

Captain C. R. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir: On Tuesday, the 1st instant, early in the afternoon, accord- 
ing to orders from Brigadier General Kershaw, I formed my regiment 
and took position in the brigade, inline of battle, on the Long Bridge 
road, where we remained about an hour or two, when we were moved 
forward by the left flank and formed a new line of battle to the left 
of a deserted dwelling situated in an open field fronting the road just 
mentioned, my left resting on the fence running along a thicket of 
small pines to the east of the house. We were subjected ,to an an- 
noying artillery fire in this position for some time, but, fortunately, 
without damage, before an order for an advance was given. At 
length it came, and my regiment, with the others of the bri^tde un- 
der General Kershaw, moved forward, in line of battle, through the 
woods to our left and under a very severe fire of grape, shell and 
musketry, toward a battery of the enemy, strongly supported by in- 
fantry, and favorably posted on an elevated and commanding plateau, 
immediately beyond^ the Quaker and Willis church road. Although 
the fire under which we passed was exceedingly severe, my command 
moved into position in the Quaker road with a steadiness and order 
which would have been worthy of older troops. Here we were halted 
and directed to lie down, for protection, behind the fence and hedge 
row on the side of the road and in rear of a line of troops v,ho had 
preceded us, and who were likewise seeking shelter from the terrific 
artillery and musketry fire of the enemy. While in this position, a 
North Carolina regiment came up, and part of it lapping over the 
left of my regiment. Shortly after its arrival, one of its officers 
rose, and in a loud voice, proposed the hazardous and rash experiment 
of a charge, to which proposition I gave no heed, if, for no other 
reason, because my superior and immediate commander was on the 
ground. Not long afterwards this regiment retired. About the 
Bame time, a fire was opened upon our right rear, by our friends, 
which produced some confusion in the ranks. At this juncture, Ma- 
jor Rutherford proposed to go to the rear and inform the officer in 
command of. our position. I approved the proposition, and suggested 
that he take with him a stand of colors, that he might the more 
promptly and safely check the fire, which he did. The fire still con* 
tinued, and at this moment, if I am not mistaken, the regiment on 
my left, (the second South Carolina,) retired. Major Rutherford did 
not returfi, and feeling some apprehension for the safe delivery of 
my message, I called for a volunteer to bear the same message to the 
officer commanding the troops who were firing into our rear, that 
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had been entrusted to Major Rutherford. Corporal T. Whitner 
Blakely, company I, promptly responded, and taking the same route , 
soon came up with Major Rutherford, by whom he was directed to 
bear the message, giving notice of our position. This he' gallantly 
did. He reported afterwards that the regiment was the twenty-sixth 
Georgia, whose commanding officer promptly changed the direction 
of his fire when he received my message. By this time, (ray left 
having been exposed by the retirement of the second South Carolina 
regiment,) the enemy w T as pressing on the left towards the road, and, 
when I discovered that they were coming into the read on this flank, 
that part of our line on the extreme right was retiring, and being 
thus situated, without hearing any orders, I deemed it prudent tore- 
tire, myself. I was pleased to learn, afterwards, from General Ker- 
8haw, that he had given the same command just about the same time, 
and was gratified thus to have my judgment sustained by his. We 
retired under as severe a fire as that under which we advanced, but 
not in such good order, not seeing any thing like a brigade organ- 
ization. I carried as many of my men as I could keep together 
while passing through the thicket and the ravines, halting and re- 
forming my line at different points, as I retired, to the jpoint where 
our sect nd line of battle was formed early in the afternoon. Here I 
deployed the remnant of my command as skirmishers, for the purpose 
of stopping the scattered of the brigade, expressly those of my reg- 
iment, and intending to hold the enemy in check as best I could, 
should.he advance at this point. After making these dispositions, I 
despatched my adjutant, Captain T. J. Pope, to the rear, to report to 
any general officer he might find, in case he did not meet with either 
General Kershaw or General McLaws, the condition of things in 
front, and the position I had taken, and to request orders. He re- 
ported to General Pender, who ordered me to hold my position. 
Shortly afterwards, General Kershaw came back to the same point 
with a portion of the second South Carolina regiment. By his or- 
Aev' 9 I still held my position, collecting and giving directions to many 
scattered soldiers, and, later, with other portions of the brigade, I 
marched out, under the General's command, to the Long Bridge road, 
where I found many of my command, who had entered the road above 
us, collected and under the command of Major Rutherford. Arriv- 
ing at this point, by order, we bivouacked for the night, on the fur- 
ther side of the road. 

A list of casualties is herewith submitted. They are slight, con- 
sidering the severe fire which incessantly prevailed during our 
operations. 

The spirit of the men was all that could have been desired, and 
had opportunity offered, they would have achieved honor for them- 
selves and rendered efficient service to their country. 

I desire to direct attention to the conduct of Lieutenant H. 0. 
Johnston, of the third Alabama regiment, who reported to me while 
we were advancing to the Quaker road; he was separated from 
his regiment, and requested to serve with me through the fight. I 
gladly consented, and do now tako pleasure in testifying to his gal- 
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lantry and efficiency in the field. He remained with me throughout 
the fight. The gallant conduct of Corporal Blakely, already inen- 
tiened, is deserving of special praise and consideration. 

I desire, in conclusion, to explain the falling off in the number of 
men carried into action on Tuesday, from the number had on Sunday, 
by mentioning the fact that, besides the fatigue of Sunday's opera- 
tions, we had a very exhausting march on Monday, which broke down 
many of my command, and reduced the number of effective men very 
considerably, as the accompanying report will show. 
« I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES D. NANCE, 
Colonel 3d South Carolina regiment. 



REPORT OF COLONEL NANCE OF CAPTURE OF ARMS 

AT SHIRLEY. 



Headquarters Third South Carolina Regiment, ) 
Camp Jaclzson, July 12, 1862. ) 

Captain C. R. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : On Thursday, the 3d instant, late in the afternoon, I was 
directed by Brigadier General Kershaw to move with my regiment, 
two companies from the second South Carolina regiment, and two 
from the seventh South Carolina regiment, by way of the camp of 
Colonel Cobb, from whom I would get definite information as to the 
locality of certain arms left by the enemy at Shirley, and supposed to 
be under guard, and where I would meet a detail of ono hundred men 
from General Hill's division, who would co-operate with me in driving 
off the enemy and capturing the arms, which I was ordered to do. I 
assembled my command as speedily as possible, and began the march> 
from my camp near Malvern Hill, to Shirley, about an hour before 
sundown. After marching about six miles, I arrived at Colonel 
Cobb's camp, and procured the information desired, and a guide, and 
then resumed the march, taking with me the detail of one hundred 
men from General Hill's division, who were under the command of 
Captain Tayloe. I reached the cavalry outposts of Colonel Cobb, 
under command of Captain King, about half-past one, P. M., where, 
on account of the darkness of the night, and the scattered condition 
of the arms, I concluded to bivouac for the night. 

Early in the morning, I called up my command, and, after request- 
ing Captain King (who promptly complied) to send cavalry scouts in 
advance, I took up the march for the field in which the arms were 
scattered. Neither a land force nor the gunboats of the enemy were 
to be seen. So, with the assistance of Captain King, of Cobb's legion, 
and of Major White, of the seventh South Carolina regiment, who 
was ordered to accompany me on the expedition, and of the officers of 
my command, we went earnestly to work, and soon picked up all the 
arms on the field, and conveyed them about a mile to the rear, where 
they were turned over to Captain Tayloe, who had wagons from 
General Hill's division in waiting, to convey them to the ordnance 
department. I then allowed the men time to breakfast, and returned 
to camp, reporting, immediately on my arrival, my return to Briga- 
dier General Kershaw. % 

The number of arms gathered was about nine hundred and twenty- 
five, (925.) Several arms were brought to the wagons after I received 
reports from commanders of companies is t^ie reason I cannot spqpify 
the exact number. The arms were good, of modern patterns, and in 
fine condition, considering the exposure. 

I take occasion to express my obligation to Colonel Cobb for fur- 
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nishing me with valuable information and a guide. Also to Captain 
King, of the same corps, for his assistance to me in gathering the 
arms. 

The distance marched was about ten miles each way. 
I am, very respectfully, your obediedt servant. 

JAMES D. NANCE, 
Colonel, commanding Third South Carolina Regiment. 



REPORT OF COLONEL AIKEN OF OPERATIONS FROM 
JUNE 25th TO JUNE 29, 1862. 



Headquarters Seventh South Carolina Regiment, > 

July 13, 1862. \ 

General: In obedience to a circular received this A. M., I beg 
leave to submit the following reports 

On Wednesday, 25th ultimo, the seventh South Carolina regiment 
lay in bivouc at Camp Reserve, four miles east of Richmond. At 
sunset of that day I received orders to go on picket the next morning 
at seven o'clock. During Thursday, and until Friday, ten, A. M., I 
acted as the picket reserve of a Louisiana regiment, when I was re- 
lieved by Colonel Nance of the third South Carolina regiment. 
Returning from picket, when about half way to camp, I was halted, 
and ordered to report again to Colonel Nance, and, with him, to " feel 
the enemy" in front of our pickets. When prepared in line of battle, 
with skirmishers thrown out, to make the advance, orders were re- 
ceived to withdraw, and for the seventh regiment to report as a sup- 
port to Colonel Barksdale, but form on his right, and advance with 
him against the enemy. I formed as ordered ; and, for some reason, 
was not notified by Colonel Barksdale that an advance was about 
feeing made, until four and a half o'clock in the afternoon. Skirmishers 
were being thrown forward, and the advance about being made, when 
Colonel Hennegan appeared on the field, and ordered me to join him 
at the point I had left Colonel Nance in the forenoon. I did so w # ith 
despatch ; and from that point attacked and drove in the enemy's 
picket's, advancing only so far as enabled our skirmishers to see the 
breastworks of the enemy, our orders being to prevent a general en- 
gagement, but simply to learn the enemy's strength, if possible. 
While halted in this position, we were subjected to constant shelling 
from the enemy's fortifications, resulting in a loss to the seventh regi- 
ment of one man killed and three wounded. At dusk we withdrew to 
the rear of the picket reserve, just in front of the fortifications occu- 
pied by Semmca' brigade, where we remained until half-past nine, P. 
M., when we were ordered back to Camp Reserve. From that time 
until Sunday morning, the seventh regiment remained in bivouac, 
when we were again ordered forward — mention of which was made in 
ray former report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. WYATT AIKEN, 
Colonel, commanding Seventh South Carolina Regiment. 



REPORT OP COLONEL AIKEN OF BATTLES OF JUNE 

29th, 1862. 



Head'qrs Seventh South Carolina Regiment, > 

July 10, 1862. 5 

General : I beg leave to submit the following report of the action 
of the seventh South Carolina regiment, in the engagement of tho 
29th ultimo : 

At eleven, P. M., Saturday, 28th, I received orders to prepare to 
march at early dawn on Sunday. Such preparation was made; but 
we did not move until nine, A. M., when I joined, with my command, 
the remainder of the brigade, at a point known as our picket reserve. 
From this we advanced upon the enemy's breastworks, and found them 
evacuated. Hence we marched by a flank, down the Nine-mile road 
to the railroad, where we were drawn up in line of battle on the left 
of the railroad. Advancing but a short distance, we moved by the 
right flank, and crossed the railroad. For about half a mile or perhaps 
less, we advanced in line of battle, and were ordered to retire. An- 
other flank movement was resorted to, and again line of battle formed, 
when w T e advanced until the skirmishers announced the enemy in line of 
battle. The line of the enemy being dispersal by a battery of artil- 
lery, we were again ordered forward, and about half-past four or five, 
P. M., w T ere halted in a valley in the woods beyond Savage's farm. In 
my rear a battery was again drawn up, and firing directly over the 
right of my regiment, subjected us to a very severe cannonading from 
which there was no escape. This duel resulted in my losing one mao 
killed and having two slightly wounded. 

At about half-past five, P. M., I w T as ordered, by some one I did 
not see, to move my regiment forward, after a couple of volleys of 
musketry had been heard on my left. I moved forward, and immedi- 
ately upon emerging from the oak grove and entering the pine thicket, 
I encountered the enemy. Cautioning the men to reserve their fires, 
I ordered a charge. The charge was made, some few firing, and the 
enemy gave back ; another forward was given, and onward we went, 
firing generally as we advanced. I next ordered, "Load advancing and 
fire at will." This command, heard by a few, was instinctively obeyed 
by all. After the enemy had been pressed back about one hundred 
and fifty yards, a heavy firing began on my right, and considerably in 
the rear. Fearing this might be from our friends, I sent the sergeant 
major to enquire of the lieutenant colonel how the right was progress- 
ing, for it was impossible in the thicket to sea half the length of the 
regiment. He returned almost immediately with the word that the 
lieutenant colonel was taken from the field wounded, two companies 
on my right were cut off, and the enemy were in our rear. I forth- 
with issued the order to retire in line, which was heard by but two 
companies, I withdrew these to an old cross road, and in a few min- 
utes collected the others. Cautioning this portion of the regiment to 
lie down and be on the watch, 1 started to look for the two right com- 
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panics, which soon reported and were attached to the regiment. I 
then formed line of battle; but the firing on my left having ceased, I 
faced by the rear rank, and retired about fifty yards into the oak grove, 
halting and fronting again. No enemy advancing, I faced about again 
and marched out of the woods, where I found the two regiments, and 
formed upon them. The battle over, we were permitted to lie in line 
of battle in the valley were we first started, and there we remained 
until Monday, seven, A. M. 

The casualties of my command were two sergeants, two corporals, 
and nine privates killed ; lieutenant colonel, four lieutenants, nine 
sergeants, eight corporals and forty-six privates wounded. Two of the 
number of wounded privates have since died. Total killed, thirteen ; 
wounded, sixty-eight. 

Respectfully submited. 

D. WYATT AIKEN, 
Colonel Seventh South Carolina Regiment. 



JREPORT OF COLONEL AIKEN OF BATTLE OF JULY 1st, 

1882. 



Headquarters Seventh Regiment S. C. V., July 10, 1862. 

General: I beg leave to submit the following reportof the par- 
ticipation of the seventh South Carolina regiment in the battle of the 
1st instant : 

After a fatiguing march on Monday, 30th ultimo, the regiment, 
with the brigade, was halted on the New Market road (?) at nine, P. 
M., and aroused again at midnight, and marched to the edge of the 
battle-field of the 30th. Here we remained in line of battle until an 
hour of sun,*when we advanced in line of battle for a mile or two, 
until we met General Jackson's army, when we were returned to the 
New Market road, resting here in line in the sunshine and occasional 
shade, until orders came to approach the field where the contest was 
soon to rage. We were marched to an old field on the Fazier estate 
(?) and halted there in line of battle, within range of the enemy's 
guns, which threatened us fearfully. After an hour's halt, orders 
came to " go into the fight." We moved by a flank movement until 
covered by the woods, and then marched in line of battle through an 
open field and thick undergrowth, to within close musket range of the 
enemy. In this march we passed through or over two lines of troops, 
lying in the woods, and encountered a third where we halted. Not be- 
ing told whether our troops (a fourth line) were engaging the enemy, 
we had but to halt, and lie subjected to a terrific fire from the enemy, 
which was rendered more fearful by a fire opened upon us by our 
friends from the rear. At this juncture we were ordered to withdraw ; 
each man and officer running the gauntlet for himself. This was done 
with such confusion, that it was impossible to rally the regiment, es- 
pecially as everything was shrouded in darkness. After two hours' 
work, however, about one-half the regiment was collected, and bivou- 
acked for the night. 

In advancing tbrough this wood, subject the Intire route to a se- 
vere fire, the seventh South Carolina regiment lost, in killed, two ser- 
geants, one corporal and three privates; wounded, one litutenant, 
three sergeants, three corporals and sixteen privates. Total wounded 
twenty-three ; total killed six. 

In the report of the engagement of the 29th ultimo, I have said 
nothing of the Ifehavior of my command, nor can 1 say more than 
that they behaved to my perfect satisfaction. Officers and men were 
cool, determined and obedient. My captains, especially elicited my 
admiration for the calmness with which they urged their men on to 
the contest. I cannot, however, be accused of infringing upon the 
justice allowed every one by especially mentioning Adjutant Childs 
and Sergeant-major Stallworth, as having aided me materially and 
promptly in the fight of Sunday, 29th ultimo. 

Of the conduct of the entire regiment on Tuesday, 1st instant, I 
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need not speak, as you, yourself, General, can bear testimony to the 
regular and unflinching tramp with which they marched up to the 
point whence they were ordered to retire. 

Respectfully submitted, 

D. WYATT AIKEN, 
Colonel commanding 1th S. C. Regiment, 



REPORT OF MAJOR GAILLARD." 



Headquarters Second Regiment S. Carolina Volunteers, ( 

Camp McLaws, July 12, 1862. ( 

To Captain C. B. Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General ; 

Captain: In obedience to orders from brigade headquarters, re- 
quiring a report of the conduct of the second regiment in the battles 
of the 29th of June, at Savage Station, and the 1st of July, at Mal- 
vern Hill, I submit the following : 

Being in command of the sidrmishers of the brigade, I was not 
with the regiment in the battle of Sunday, the 29th. I am not,' 
therefore, prepared to furnish a minute account of it in that affair. 
From accounts furnished me by captains of companies, I learn that 
the second, in conjunction with the other regiments of the briga.de, 
charged impetuously through the woods that separated the opposing 
forces, broke and put to flight a line of the enemy formed just on 
the edge of the field, beyond the woods. This body of the enemy 
was armed with most superior weapons, which were scattered along 
upon the ground some distance in the rear of their lines, and in 
numbers greatly exceeding their dead left upon the field, showing 
plainly that it was routed. At this moment of victory an order was 
given, no one knows whence it originated and extended down the 
line of the brigade, to cease firing and to fall back. The regiment 
fell back in accordance with this order ; was rallied and reformed, 
and was ready for another charge had the order been given. Night, 
however, came over the scene, and the contest ceased all along the 
line. 

Three hundred and thirty eight men were carried into this action. 
Eight were left dead upon the battle-field and fifty-three were 
wounded. Of the latter, the regiment met with a severe loss in Cap- 
tain Bartlett, one of the most gallant arid conscientious officers, 
belonging to it. He was borne mortally wounded from the field, and 
I regret to report has since died. Lieutenant Colonel Goodwyn was 
also severely wounded in the foot while gallantly discharging his du- 
ties. Second Lieutenant Perry, of company H, was also very se- 
verely wounded. 

The regiment slept that night on the battle-field in a heavy rain, 
and so near the enemy's line that fires could not prudently be allowed. 

Next morning we marched from Savage Station towards Richmond, 
and then down towards the scene of Monday's battle, with a few 
hours rest along our line of march we were kept moving until the 
dawn of Tuesday morning, when we reached Frazier's Farm. The 
consequence of this fatigue was the exhaustion of m^ny men of the 
regiment. Colonel Kennedy, who had been suffering for days from 
a slowly but steadily developing fever was obliged to yield and devolve 
the command upon me. 
36 
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In the afternoon the regiment, by order, was moved to the left of 
the dwelling-house in rear of the battle-field. At this point we re- 
mained exposed to the desultory fire of the enemy's artillery. One 
member of company G was killed instantaneously at this point. 
About six o'clock, I received orders to advance my command in line 
with the brigade. Our advance carried us for half a mile over an 
exceedingly rough and thickly wooded piece of ground. This was 
being vigorously shelled by the enemy ; inflicting, however, but few 
casualties upon the command. 

As soon as we rose the brow of the hill, where the brigade 
was temporarily halted to rectify the alignment, grape, canister 
and musket balls began to greet us, the artillery of the enemy en- 
filading us from the right. At the command, " Forward," our lino 
advanced with as much firmness and steadiness as it was possible for 
troops to maintain. Across the ravine, it progressed until the brow 
of the next hill was attained. Here I halted in obedience to orders. 
Upon observation, I discovered, about three hundred yards in front of 
my left, a formidable line of the en#my, and, about two hundred yards' 
in front of my right, another line, forming an obtuse re- entering 
angle. Upon these lines I ordered my command to fire. The re- 
sponse from the enemy was very heavy. The men, both officers and 
privates, adhered to their position manfully, and without an excep- 
tion that I could see, until the seventh brigade, under the fire* which 
opened upon us from the rear, as well as front, had fallen back in 
obedience to orders. This order my command, being on the extreme 
left, was the last to execute. At this point we temporarily halted 
when going into action. I rallied around the colors a large portion 
of the regiment and kept them upon the field, under orders from 
General Kershaw, until the battle ceased. 

I carried into action two hundred and eight men. Of these, eight 
were killed instantly upon the field, and thirty three were wounded, 
several mortally. Of the wounded were first Lieutenant Perry, com- 
manding company H, and first Lieutenant Brownfield, commanding 
company 1, the former severely in the neck, the latter seriously in 
the head. Lieutenant Brownfield was carried from the field the day 
after the battle by an ambulance from some other brigade. This 
much of him is certainly known. Since then, I regret to say, his 
fate is a mystery. The ambulance of the regiment was pressed into 
service by unauthorized parties, so that it was unable to give relief 
to but few of the wounded of the regiment. Lieutenant Lorick, of 
company C, was also injured. We lost many others — non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates— who did all that pure patriotism could 
demand of them, 

Yours, respectfully, 

P. GAILLARD, 
Major commanding Second Regiment S. C. Volunteers. 



REPORT OF COLONEL HENAGAN. 



Headquarters Eighth S. Carolina Regiment, > 

July 14, 1862. J 

General: In obedience to orders, I herewith transmit to you the i 
v operations of my command, from 25th of June to 2nd July inclusive : 

On the morning of the 25th June, I relieved Colonel Kenedy, on 
outpost, having orders to support the pickets of General Semmes' 
brigade. All was quiet in the forenoon, except occasional firing from 
the enemy's batteries in our front and on our left, which resulted ia 
no damage. Late in the afternoon, heavy firing commenced upon our 
right, which drew from the enemy a terrific cannonading, which lasted 
more than one hour, many of their shells exploding near my regi- 
ment, but without injury to any one. I deployed my regiment as 
soon as the firing commenced, expecting an attack and supporting the 
line of pickets until dark, when the firing ceased and I withdrew a 
short distance, and rested for the night. 

I was relieved at eight o'clock, on the 26th, by Colonel Aiken's 
seventh South Carolina regiment, and returned to camp, where we* 
remained until the morning of the 27th. I received orders, at twelve 
o'clock, to proceed to the outpost with my regiment. Having arrived 
there, I received orders to return to camp, which I did by the nearest • 
route. The enemy, in the meantime, pouring a continuous fire upon 
my line, many of their shells exploding near my command. About 
four o'clock, in the afternoon of the same day, I received orders to » 
march again to the outposts, and with my regiment and Colonel 
Aiken's seventh South Carolina regiment, to feel the enemy immedi- 
ately in front of the pickets of General Semmes' brigade. I deployed' 
two companies from the seventh and two from the eighth South Caro- 
lina regiments as skirmishers, under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Bland, of the seventh South Carolina. 

The seventh regiment having been formed on the left of the eighth; 
I ordered an advance of the whole line. We had proceeded but a 
short distance, when the enemy's pickets opened upon our skirmishers,, 
which was promptly returned, my whole line continuing to advance 
steadily. As soon as the firing between the pickets and skirmishers 
commenced the enemy opened fire with several pieces of cannon, into* 
the woods through which I was advancing, and threw immense quan- 
tities of grape, canister and shell along the whole line. 1 advanced^ 
to within a short distance of the abattis in front of the enemy's en- 
trenchments, where I halted the whole command. The fire of the 
enemy, as we approached the abattis, becoming very severe, I ordered^ 
the men to lie down, and remained ^i that position until I became* 
satisfied that further advance was impracticable. I then ordered the 1 
whole command to retire, which was executed in good order. The; 
eighth regiment suffered no loss in this reconnoissance. 
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For casualties in the seventh, I refer you to Colonel D. Wy&tt 
Aiken's report of June. 

I then returned to camp, reaching it at ten o'clock, P. M. My 
command remained quietly in camp during the 28th, and received 
orders late at night to be ready to follow the enemy on the following 
morning, it being supposed that they were evacuating their works in 
front of us. I also received orders, before that time, to relieve Colo- 
nel Kennedy at eight o'clock, on the morning of the 29th. On reach- 
ing the reserve of Colonel Kennedy, he informed me that he had sent 
out four- companies of his regiment in the direction of the enemy, who' 
reported that they had evacuated their works. I then received orders 
to support the four companies of Colonel Kennedy's regiment, and 
upon reaching the enemy's entrenchments, I halted my command until 
'the other regiments of the brigade arrived. The other regiments of 
the brigade having arrived at nine o'clock, we were ordered to move 
forward by the right flank. We proceeded as far as the railroad, at 
Fair Oak Station, when we formed line of battle and advanced (my 
centre resting on. the Nine-mile road ) for nearly one mile, when the 
skirmishers engaged the rear guard of the enemy, and a brisk fire 
•ensued, the enemy in the meantime, bringing several pieces of artil- 
lery to play upon our lines. We were here ordered to retire to a posi- 
tion near Fair Oak Station, and remained there until the brigades 
upon our right and left came up and formed, when we advanced again, 
r passing through the deserted camps of the enemy. 

Nothing of interest occurred during the advance until about half 
past four o'clock, when our skirmishers again engaged the rear guard 
of the enemy, who disputed our advance. The skirmishers of my 
regiment, under command of Captain J. H. Muldrow, pressed upon 
the enemy until they finally withdrew. My loss in this skirmish was 
one wounded, private Carter of company A. My regiment advanced 
to the edge of field, when we w r ere ordered to halt. Kemper's bat- 
tery coming up, opened fire upon the enemy, and was continued 
briskly for several minutes, I again received the order to advance, 
passing through an open field, and over another line of the enemy's 
entrenchments, the enemy retreating before us. My command was 
halted about six o'clock, in an open field near the woods, and re- 
mained there but a short time, when I was ordered to move by the 
right flank, in order to make room for Kemper's battery, which, for a 
short time, kept up an incessant fire upon the enemy in our front, 
they (the enemy) returning it with spirit. Captain Kemper havjng 
changed position' to the right and in my rear, I again moved by the 
Tight flank, in order to protect my command as much as possible from 
the shells of the enemy, who were at this time throwing quantities of 
shell at our battery. I held this position until I received orders to 
advance. In the meantime the tenth Georgia regiment passed over 
my line, and into the woods in^froht of me. I moved by the left 
flank a short distance, in order to uncover the regiment that had 
passed my line, and in order to place my regiment nearer the other 
regiments of the brigade, who were at this time engaged. I advanced 
but a short distance, when the enemy opened fire upon my line, which 
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I returned, and, at th&same time, two regiments in my rear opened 
fire upon my regiment. I then ordered my command to halt and lie 
down, in order to protect them from the fire of our friends. 

After great exertions by Major McLeod and Captain B. Holmes, 
of your stan°, who were exposed to a terrific fire from u nds and foe, 
the firing in my rear was suppressed, and I ordered my command 
again to advance ; but, finding that the tenth Georgia h id inclined to 
the left, and were immediately in my front, I retired cn a line with 
the other regiments, who were formed in my rear, and near to Cap- 
tain Kemper's battery. It being near dark, I remained here until or- 
dered to join the brigade. 

Corporal Ward, of company E, was killed ; Corporal J. H. Roberts, 
of company L, was mortally wounded, since dead ; private McRae, of 
company L, shot through hip ; private Threatt, of company A, shot 
through hip ; J. Collins, of company C, in hip; E. Lane company L, 
slightly in arm ; private Morrell, company A, in foot ; private Heid- 
ricks, company A, slightly; Corporal Bozeman, company F, 
slightly. 

We joined the brigade at ten o'clock, P. M., and rested for the 
night near the Williamsburg road. At ten o'clock, on the following 
morning, (the 30th,) we marched back in the direction of Richmond, 
for several miles, when we moved to the left in the direction of James 
river, to the Darbytown road. On reaching it, we changed direction 
again to the left, and in the direction of the battle which was then 
raging on that road, apparently some three miles distant. We were 
halted upon the field where the battle of the day previous (the S(ith) 
had been fought, at daylight, and formed in line of battle, and ad- 
vanced for about one mile and halted. In this advance, through the 
woods, we captured one lieutenant and three privates, belonging to 
a New York regiment. After remaining here for an hour, we were 
ordered to move, by a flank, in the direction of Malvern Hill. Ar- 
riving near the latter place, we rested for three hours, when we re- 
ceived orders to advance upon the enemy. Passing through a dense 
growth of pines, intc* which the enemy were pouring an incessant 
shower of grape and shell, we reached a field, at i\\e far end of which 
were posted the enemy's batteries. We continued to advance until 
we were ordered to halt, where w 7 e remained for a few minutes, and 
were ordered to retire, which was executed in good order. 

In justice to the officers and men of my command, duty compels me 
to state that they bore themselves gallantly on both occasions, (the 
£9th June and 1st July.) .Every one doing his whole duty. 

For list of casualties in the engagement of 1st July, I refer you to 
my report of 3d July. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. W. W. HENAGAN, 

' Colonel btk S. C. RegimentL 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN KEMPER. 



Artillery Quarters, 4th Brigade, 2nd Division, > 

July 15, 1862. ) 

Captain Holmes, 

Assistant Adjutant General: 

Captain : Leaving my camp, near Vaughan's, on the morning of 
the 29th ultimo, about six o'clock, I followed the infantry of the 
brigade to a short distance beyond Fair Oaks. Here our march was 
interrupted for an hour or two by the batteries of the enemy's rear 
guard.- Late in the afternoon, about four, P. M., by the direction of 
the Brigadier General, we shelled some works of the enemy on and 
near the Williamsburg road, about one and a half miles from the 
junction of that and the Nine-mile road. Eliciting but slight re- 
sponse, we did some execution, and again advanced, overtaking the 
enemy at Savages'. The engagement was opened by a brisk artillery 
fire from my battery, replied to by one or more batteries, stationed 
near Savages' house. From this contest, the superior character and 
number of the enemy's pieces compelled me to withdraw in about 
five minutes, without loss, however. About seven, P. M., a general 
engagement ensued, in which the battery played its part to the best 
of our ability. 

Our losses are: One man killed, private E. Calmens; two wounded, 

privates Posey, (since dead,) and . Four horses were killed, 

and five others rendered unserviceable. In Tuesday's engagement, ( 1 st 
July,) my battery was held in reserve, and, though under a severe 
fire, suffered no loss. 

The above is respectfully submitted by 

Your obedient servant-, 

DEL. KEMPER, 
Commanding Alexandria Artillery, 



REPORT OF COLONEL BENNING OF BATTLE OF JUNE 

27th, 1862. 



Headquarters Seventeenth Rf.g't Georgia Volunteers, ) 
Camp near Darbyfown road, July 26, 1862. J 

General : On the 27th of June, the brigade was near the Garnett 
house, and, about sunset, General Toombs ordered me to throw for- 
ward a strong body of pickets on the left of his line, and to feel the 
enemy and to follow up, vigorously, any success that might be met 
with. At this time the regiment was in line of battle along the fence, 
near Garnett's spring. Accordingly, I immediately ordered forward 
the two flank companies of the regiment, companies A and D, under 
Lieutenant Beeland, and K, under Lieutenant Randall, both under 
Major^Pickett, with instructions to carry out the orders of General 
Toombs to me. They promptly took their place on the. left of the 
line in a wood, and very soon advanced, with other similar parties 
detached from the second and fifteenth regiments Georgia volunteers, 
and opened fire on the enemj, posted in a wood on both sides of the 
Lobor-in-vain ravine. The fire at once became warm along our whole 
line. The balls of the enemy came across the picket line engaged in 
the fight, and wounded a number of that part of the regiment held 
in reserve near the fence at the Garnett spring. About fifteen min- 
utes after the firing had commenced, report was made to you that the 
enemy, in considerable force, was about to turn your left flank, and 
cut off the picket sent from my regiment. You then ordered me to 
take the reserve companies of the regiment to flank and support those 
pickets and counteract any such movement of the enemy. I at once 
car/ied them there and formed them in line of battle. It was then 
dusk, and objects were not visible at a distance. We could see no 
enemy*. The firing of our pickets, who were a little in advance of 
us and a little to our right, continued as brisk as ever. As the* 
darkness thickened, however, the firing gradually lessened, and 
finally ceased. 

Every officer and man of the companies, under my eye, did his 
duty well, and the same is true (according to the report to me of Major 
Pickett,) of the two companies sent forward under him as picket. 
A list of the casualties has already been sent up. 

I am, General, very lespectfully, 

HENRY L. BENNING, 
Colonel \7th Regiment Georgia Volunteers. 



REPORT OF COLONEL BENNING OF BATTLE OF MALVERN 



HILL, 

Headq'rs Seventeenth Reg't Georgia Volunteers, > 
Camp near Bar by town road, July 26, 1862. > 

General: On the 1st of this month, you, after much exertion, put 
your brigade in line of battle, chiefly in a -wood in front, but rather 
to the right of what is called Malvern Hill, (or hills,) with General 
Jones' brigade, Colonel Anderson commanding, in your front, and 
other troop3 in his front. The position of my regiment was on the 
right of your line. You instructed me that theduty of your brigade 
would be to support the troops in its front, and that the duty of my 
regiment would be to accommodate itself to the movements of the 
regiment in front, but that it was not to fire until it received 
orders to do so. This was near five o'clock, P. M., in my 
judgment. Shortly afterwards, the line in our front began to move 
by the left flank. We followed the example and moved by ours. 
Marching in this way, for I think nearly a mile, the line came in 
front of the position of the enemy, and also got out of the wood into 
a large field, the back part of which was held by the enemy. Here 
the maich was changed to one to the front. That, in a short time, 
brought us under a very heavy fire, both of artillery and musketry, 
grape, shell, splinters and ininie balls, flying thick about us and 
through us', and making gaps in our ranks at every step. The regiment,, 
however, continued to advance in perfect order. 

After having advanced far into the field, the order came down 
the line, march by the left flank. This was obeyed, and, whilst.we- 
were thus marching by the flank, some regiment behind us, which 
was marching to the front, cut my regiment in two at the colors, 
.leaving the colors and the companies on the left with me, who was at 
the head of the line, and the right companies with Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Hodges. I saw no more of these latter companies until next 
day. The companies with me continued to march by the flank, until 
they entered the wood on the left of the field. I suppose the object 
of the order was to get to the wood and advance to the attack from 
it. So I halted my companies and looked for a good position to ad- 
vance from, which I found, as I thought, in a wood running in front 
of the enemy's batteries, at the edge of the wood, with a fence in its 
front. Along this wood I formed the companies, and made them lie 
down, that as many as possible of the enemy's missiles might pass 
over them. It was nearly night. Here we remained awaiting or- 
ders, but none came The fire on both sides slackened, and ceased 
after night fall, and the companies returned to camp. 

Our loss was five killed and thirty-one wounded.' A particular list 
of the casualties has already been forwarded to you. 

The officers and men received the hot fire of the enemy, which 
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they could not return, frieucta being in front, with great coolness ani 
fortitude. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient serv't, 

HENRY L. BENNING, 
Colonel 17^ Ftgimefit Georgia Volunteers. 



t 



REPORT OF COLONEL CUMMXNG. 



Headquarters Twentieth Regimemt Georgia Volunteers, ) 

• • July 26, 1862. J 

To General R. Toombs : 

General: Pursuant to orders received this day, I have the honor 
to submit the following report of the operations of the twentieth regi- 
ment Georgia volunteers, in the recent actions before Richmond : 

This regiment was relieved from picket duty at Garnett's farm on 
the night of the 26th ultimo. Early next morning we were ordered 
to occupy and hold the trenches in front of Garnett's farm, where we 
remained until about two o'clock, P. M., under a heavy fire from the 
enemy's artillery, with the loss of one man killed and one wounded, 
losing his left arm. At this time I was ordered to proceed to a skirt 
of woods on the left of Garnett's farm, in command of the fifteenth 
Georgia regiment and my own. Later in the afternoon, about six 
o'clock, I was ordered to proceed with my regiment to support a bat- 
tery, then briskly engaging the enemy in our front. We remained 
in this position nearly an hour, and, just before sunset, we were or- 
dered by Captain Troup, of your staff, to proceed to within support- 
ing distance of the second and fifteenth regiments of Georgia 
volunteers, then closely engaged with, and under a heavy fire from, the 
enemy. ^ftVe advanced in line of battle to this position, a distance of 
about a quarter of a mile, through an open field, under a heavy fire 
of musketry. When w r ithin about seventy-five yards in rear of the 
second and fifteenth regiments, I ordered a halt (according to orders) 
and required the men to lie down. This was immediately on the left 
of Garnett's house. We remained here, under a heavy ar^d contin- 
uous fire of infantry, for about three-quarters of an hour, when we » 
were ordered forward to occupy the position held by the second and 
fifteenth regiments against overwhelming odds. We held this posi- 
tion until about three o'clock next morning, when we were relieved 
by the seventeenth regiment Georgia volunteers. During the affair 
of that evening, our loss was one man killed and eight wounded. 
About ten o'clock, A. M., on the 28th ultimo, I was ordered to occupy 
and hold until further orders, with my regiment, a ravine in a skirt 
of woods on the left of Garnett's house, opposite the redoubts and 
breastworks of the enemy. As soon as we had crossed the ravine 
• and formed line of battle, wo were ordered to advance by yourself in 
person, which we did, and, having proceeded thirty or forty paces, the 
order was countermanded. We were then ordered by you to hold our 
position, to cover the return of the seventh and eighth Georgia regi- 
ments, as well as to protect the pickets from our own brigade. We 
remained there about four hours. We,- lost in this affair, one man 
mortally wounded. The next day, 29th ultimo, we advanced in line 
of battle an the enemy's position, but found that they had abandoned 
it We continued the pursuit of the retreating enemy during the 
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29th. On Monday, the 30th ultimo, wo were ordered to reinforce 
General Longstreet, and made a long march of about twenty miles 
through the hot sun. Several of my men were overcome by the heat 
and fatigue of the march. We arrived upon the battle-field of that 
day about midnight, and slept upon the field inline of battle. About 
four o'clock, A. M., 1st inst., I was ordered to deploy forward one com- 
pany as skirmishers. I accordingly deployed Capt E. M. Seayr's com- 
pany (F) as skirmishers in advance of the regiment, which advanced 
in connection with your brigade about a mile, when it met with and 
intersected the skirmishers Of General Jackson's corps. From this 
point, finding no enemy in front, we were ordered back. About four. 
P. M., we advanced in line of battle upon a new position of the ene- 
my, into the woods, until we were stopped by the first Georgia regu- 
lars in front. We then moved a considerable distance by the right 
flank and again formed line of battle. About five, P. M., we were 
ordered forward. We advanced about three-quarters of a mile, the 
greater part of the distance through an open field, under a heavy, 
deadly and incessant fire of artillery and infantry, the shot, grape, 
canister and balls raining around us like hail. When within a quar- 
ter of a mile of the enemy's batteries we were ordered to march by 
the left flank, across a fence, to the left, which we did, and then ad- 
vanced in line of battle until we came to a road within two hundred 
yards of the enemy's batteries, and rather to their right flank. We 
then halted and kept our position until after dark, when the lieu- 
tenant colonel of my regiment came to me twice and told me that the 
enemy were flanking us. I then ordered the regiment to fall back 
and form line again. But there was such confusion at that time, and 
it was so dark, that it was impossible to form line again for some 
time. Our loss in this engagement was five killed, sixty-six wounded, 
and four missing. The blcody and trying scenes of these recent 
actions before Richmond have served to confirm the high opinion I 
have ever entertained of the patriotism, courage and efficiency of the 
officers and soldiers of my command. I cannot refrain, also, General, 
from expressing the gratification I experienced in witnessing the effi- 
ciency and gallantry of Captains DuBose and Troup, of your staff", 
and of Captain Coward, of General Jones' staff. 

Respectfully, 

J. B. GUMMING, 
Colonel commanding Twentieth Regimint Georgia Volunteers. 
Official : 

George S. Thomas, Lieutenant, Acting Adjutant, 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN DAWSON OF BATTLE OF GAR- 

RETT'S FARM. 



Bivouac Eighth Georgia Regiment, ) 
GameWs Farm, July 28, 1862. J 

Lieutenant 0. C. Hardwzck, 

A. A. G., Third Brigade, First Division, A. P. : 

Lieutenant : I have the honor to make the following report of tho 
part taken by the eighth regiment Georgia volunteers, in the engage- 
ment of the enemy': 

About the hour of half-past three o'clock, tho regiment received 
orders to charge a battery of the enemy, opposite Garnett's farm, at 
a distance of half a mile or more. The regiment moved forward 
promptly to execute said orders, companies A and B being deployed 
as skirmishers. The charge was made with great celerity and perfect 
order, and so rapid was the advance of our skirmishers, that many of 
the enemy's pickets were killed and taken prisoners before they were 
aware of our presence. Within a hundred and fifty yards of the 
point of departure, one of our skirmishers was shot down. Moving 
steadily onward, the fire of the enemy made sad havoc in the ranks, 
advancing some distance through a thick wood, about a hundred and 
fifty yards distant from its skirts, in an open field, the enemy's 
breastworks appeared in full view, In the charge through this open 
space, many of the officers and men were killed and disabled. We 
succeeded in driving the enemy from their position, which was main- 
tained with great spirit and determination against great odds until 
ordered to withdraw. The regiment fell back in good order. 

The following is a list of the killed, wounded and missing : Among 
the officers, Colonel L. M. Lamar was seriously wounfled ; Lieut. 
Col. J. B. Towers was taken prisoner; Major E. J. Magruder \vas 
wounded slightly; Lieutenant J. M. Montgomery, company E, was 
killed : Lieutenant C. M. Harper, of the same company, was taken 
prisoner; Captain A. F. Butler, company B, was wounded danger- 
ously ; Lieutenant W. W. Williamson, company G, was w T ounded se- 
riously, and Lieutenant T. J. Blackwell, company I, was wounded 
slightly, besides twenty. three enlisted men killed, fifty-five wounded, 
and nine missing. 

The bearing of officers and men on the field, entitled them to the 
commendations of their superior officers, and the gratitude of their 
country. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE 0. DAWSON, 
Captain Company I, commanding Sth Ga. Regiment 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN DAWSON OF BATTLE OF JULY i, 

1862. . 

Headquarters Eighth Georgia Regiment, ) 
July, 2d, 1862. \ 

0. C. Hardwick, 

Lieutenant and A % A. G , 3d Brigade, 1st Division : 

Lteutenant: in obedience to orders, I have the honor to make the 
following report of the part taken by the eighth regiment Georgia 
volunteers, in the battle of Tuesday, July 1st: 

The casualties of the battle of 2rfth June having devolved upon 
me the command of the regiment, I am more than gratified that the 
conduct and bearing of officers and men fell under your immediate 
observation. 

From the moment we were ordered to advance upon the strong posi- 
tions of the enemy, posted on the heights of Malvern farm, exposed 
for the space of four hours to a most terrific fire of artillery, the 
spirit and determination of the troops seemed to gather strength as 
the perils of the battle increased. Several of the regiment were 
either killed or wounded at a distance of over two miles from the 
point of attack. 

When the last order to charge the enemy's position was given, we 
moved rapidly forward, through an almost impassable ravine, of thick 
undergrowth and wood, to the. base of a hill, thirty yards distant 
from an open field, where the enemy were posted. Here my regi- 
ment was saluted and urged forward by General Magruder, under 
the eye and immediate command of the General. Although fatigued 
and exhausted from a continuous march of two days and nights without 
sleep, the regiment seemed to gather fresh strength. Then it was that 
we made the dashing charge of over four hundred yards, across an 
open field, exposed to a most terrific fire of musketry and artillery. 
Halting at the base of the hill for a few momenjs, protected par- 
tially from the fiie of the enemy, we adjusted our line of battle, pre* 
paratory for another charge. Just then, Adjutant Hardwick, at the 
peril of his life, came boldly forward, and gave the orderder to fall 
back. Our retrograde movement was not characterized with the same 
ordor as our advance, the regiment falling back with great reluctance. 
Under heavy fire from the enemy, we rallied, to the point designated 
by the adjutant, in good order, awaiting further orders. 

About nine o'clock, we were ordered to repair to our camps, which 
we did in good order. 

Too much praise cannot be given fo the brave officers and men who 
imperilled their lives in this battle. 

The regiment lost four killed and eight wounded, all among the en- 
listed men.* 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE 0. DAWSON, 
Captain company 7, commanding Regiment, 



REPORT OE MAJOR McELROY. 



Headquarters Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment, > 

July 5, 1862. \ 

Colonel : The coraniand of the thirteenth Mississippi regiment 
having devolved upon me just before the close of the engagement on 
Tuesday evening, July 1st, it becomes my duty to report the part 
taken by this regiment in that sanguinary contest. 

At six and a half o'clock, P. M., this regiment, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Carter, was, under your own supervision, 
formed on the right of your brigade, and advanced to within some 
three hundred yards of the enemy, who appeared in strong force in 
front. There the regiment was halted, and the line dressed, and I 
can testify that, although exposed to a most withering fire, and our 
men falling on every hand, the line was promptly dressed, without 
confusion, and, when the command, forward, was given, advanced in 
splendid style, to within one hundred yards of the enemy. Here the 
regiment was again halted behind the brow of a hill and ordered to fire. 
For nearly one hour we held this advanced position, without support 
on either flank ; and, during this time, I am proud to say, the men 
of this command fought with a determination and bravery which 
successfully held in check a largely superior force of the enemy, who 
were confronting us. Believing this position longer untenable, the 
regiment was ordered to fall back just at dark, to our former position, 
two hundred yards in the rear. Being present yourself, you are 
aware how reluctantly, yet in what fine order this command was obeyed. 
About this time Lieutenant Colonel Carter was severely wounded and 
taken from the field. Halting the regiment under the cover of a hill, 
where they were in a measure protected from the fire of the enemy, 
the line was reformed, and I was prepared to advance with a force 
then coming up on my left ; their, however, having masked a portion 
of our front was the cause, I suppose, of the order then received to 
retire, which was done in good order. 

Where all did their duty so well, it would be doing injustice to many 
were I to make mention of the many examples of individual heroism 
I saw displayed, both among officers and men. I will, therefore, 
simply say, that both company officers and men did their whole duty, 
and proved themselves worthy the name of Mississippians. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. McELROY, 
Major, commanding Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment. 



REPORT OP LIEUTENANT COLONEL FIZER. 

Headquarters Seventeenth Mississippi Volunteers, ) 

July 5, 1862. J 

Colonel William Barksdale, 

Commanding Third Brigade : 

Sir : I have honor to make the following report of the action of 
the seventeenth Mississippi regiment, engaged on the evening of July 
1, 1862, near Meadow farm : 

In pursuance of orders, the regiment was moved down on the right, 
into the woods, and there took position, and awaited orders. During 
the time shot and shell fell amongst my wing command, proving very 
destructive. Two orders reached the command to move out in support 
of General Wright's brigade, then engaged with the enemy, which was 
promptly done, and executed in splendid order, and without the least 
confusion. 

Colonel "W. D. Holder, while gallantly leading his men into 
action, through a shower of grape and shell, fell, severely wounded. 
Hence the command devolved upon me — this being at a time 
when the command was fronting a line, immediately after cross- 
ing a very difficult ravine. The command moved and dressed to the 
colors promptly and in order. I ordered the command to forward, 
which they did without wavering, although in the thickest of the fire, to 
the brow of the hill. I halted my command, finding my front masked 
by several regiments, extending from right to left. At this point I 
ordered Captain Govan, commanding company B, to act as field 
officer, and assist in the command of my regiment, which, I can say, 
he did with coolness and gallantry. 

From this point, I moved my line to the right, endeavoring to get 
a chance at the enemy without being masked by firing Finding that 
impossible, on account of the scattered fragments of regiments, I ordered 
my men to lie down for protection from the grape and canister, which 
was raking the field in front and the air above. Night coming on, 
and the fire of small arms having ceased, I withdrew my command 
from the field, in splendid order, and files well dicssod, with regi- 
ments of the brigade. 

I must further state, that my position on the field was hazardous — 
several regiments came near firing into my rear. I exerted myself 
to prevent different regiments from firing into each other, which, I 
am sorry to say, was done on several occasions; but by none of this 
brigade. 

1 am indebted to Captain Moreland, acting major, for his gallant 
and valuable assistance, rendered me throughout the en^i^ement. 
I take pleasure in saying that Adjutant Svkes was at his post, 
and rendered me valuable assistance. I cannot close without 
thanking Assistant Adjutant General Inge, whom I found, on reach- 



the field, nobly discharging his duty, in directing regiments mu» 
tie. , 
I sm, Colonel, with high regard, 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

JOHN 0. F1ZER, 
Lieutenant Cdonel Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment 



REPORT OP LIEUTENANT COLONEL LUSE. 

In the Field, July 5, 1862, 

Colonel Wm. Barksdale: 

> •• 

Dear Sir: It becomes my duty to report to you the action of tha 
eighteenth Mississippi regiment in the engagement of July 1st, near 
Chailes City road : 

Upon receiving your orders to do eo> the regiment, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Thoma3 M. Griffin, started fiom its position in rear 
of our line of battle, and took its position and participated in the en- 
gagement. Countermarching, the regiment moved by the right flanlc 
so as to receive protection of natural defences against the enemy's 
batteries to our front ; but was all the while exposed to a heavy an3 
destructive fire from his batteries on the right. Just before reaching 
the scene of action, Colonel Griffin fell wounded and was carried frora 
the field. On reaching the foot of the hill, upon whose crest rested 
the line of the enemy, the regiment was thrown into line. -While this 
was being done, I sent Lieutenant Johnson and private Edward Drain 
ing, of company C, to the front to locate the enemy's artillery ztA 
infantry, who returned and reported that the only cpening to be seen 
long enough in our line, at that time engaged, to admit of cur enter- 
ing, was about two hundred }ards to our left. I accordingly marche3 
the regiment to the left, and then to the front, rising the hill, still 
partly masked by the regiment on my right. This was unmasked by La 
oblique movement to the left, which being accomplished, I moved the 
regiment forward to within short mark range, and opened on his bat- 
teries and infantry. This position I occupied until twilight began to 
dim the fields, when Lieutenant Buckles, company E, informed ma 
that all support had been withdrawn from our left, which I saw at <* 
glance to be true. This unfortunate circumstance threw a more 
destructive fire into our left than veterans could be justly called upon 
to withstand ; but crfficers and men stood firm and resolutely returned 
the enemy's fire from ranks now reduced by more than one-third of 
their former number. At this juncture, the same officer reported the 
enemy moving around our left flank, whereupon I withdrew the regi- 
ment in time, forcing a retreat. 

Where the conduct of all was so satisfactory, it is difficult to identify 
those to whom it is the credit of peculiar gallantry ; but I feel it my 
duty to put upon record the heroism of some who displayed conspic- 
uous gallantry. To Captain E. G. Henry on the right, and Captaia 
F. Bostick, on the le«t wing, acting, the former lieutenant colonel, the 
latter Major, the regiment is indebted for much of the order ard> 
steadiness which marked their action in this engagement. Each fail 
mortally wounded at his post, while heroically in the discharge of tha 
most dangerous and responsible duties. 

To A. A. General Inge, of Colonel Barksdale' s staff, I would ex- 
37 
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press my obligations for assistance upon the field, where his zeal, skill 
and bravery inspired all who beheld him. 

So numerous were the instances in which non-commissioned officers 
and privates in the ranks distinguished themselves, that it would be 
impossible to mention all in a report like this; but some there were 
whom the accidents of the battle threw under my immediate observa- 
tion. Sergeant Smith, color-bearer, is deserving of the highest praise 
for his steadiness during the fight, and considerate coolness after being 
wounded ; Orderly Sergeant Goodloe, company 0, for activity and 
coolness in dressing his men while under a terrific fire ; private Cooper, 
company F ; privates George Grease and C. Brody, company D; Cap- 
tain Hustin and private Tyler, company I, are among those prominent 
for gallantry and boldness. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. H. LUSE, 

Lieutenant Colonel, commanding Eighteenth Mississippi Regiment. 



REPORT OF MAJOR W. M. JONES. 



Headquarters Ninth Regiment Georgia Vols., ) 

July 13, 1862. $ 

Colonel G. T. Anderson : 

Sir : In pursuance of an order from headquarters of the division., 
respecting those of my command who distinguished themselves in the 
series of engagements with the enemy from the 28th ultimo to the 
2nd instant, I have only to mention the conduct of Lieutenant L. D. 
Cockrell, who has been acting adjutant for the regiment during the 
last few months : 

When our brigade was halted (in consequence of orders from Gen* 
eral Magruder) in the ravine near the field of action, on the 1st in- 
stant, (five o'clock, P. M.,) the impression was prevalent that our 
brigade would not be called into action. The acting adjutant thought 
it not indiscreet to leave the regiment and go into the battle with the 
eighteenth Mississippi regiment. Below is a note sent to headquar- 
ters of the regiment, the following morning. 

Headquarters Eighteenth Miss. Regime^; 
" I take pleasure in certifying that L. If. Cockrell, of tho nintk 
Georgia regiment, requested of me 1 permission to accompany my 
regiment into the engagement of the 1 st instant. That I consented, and 
requested him to act as adjutant for the regiment in that engagement, 
which he did, and that his conduct on that occasion is deserving of 
the highest commendation. 

(Signed,) "W. H. Luse, 

" Lieut. Colonel, commanding Eighteenth 31iss. Regiment." 

N. B. — The regiment, as we presumed, took no active part in the- 
battle. W. M. JONES, 

Major, commanding Ninth Georgia Regiment.. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN <£ F. BROOKS. 



July 5, 1862. 

Colonel Wm. Barksdale, 

Commanding Third Bngaa\ : 

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that the twenty-first Mis- 
sissippi regiment, Lieutenant Colonel W. L. Brandon commanding, 
was, on the 1st instant, ordered to proceed in the direction of the 
enemy about three o'clock, P. M., on the road. After advanc- 
ing within a few hundred yards of the enemy's line of sharpshooters, 
we formed a line of battle on a hill side in the woods, about half past 
four o'clock. In a few minutes the enemy opened a heavy fire of 
shell and shot, which was continued for the space of two hours, 
wounding Major D. N. Moody and killing and wounding several 
others. About half past six o'clock, we were ordered forward, fol- 
lowing the eighteenth Mississippi regiment, right in front, and formed 
a line of battle on the left of the eighteenth, "on the right by file 
into line," within eight hundred yards of the enemy's batteries, suf- 
fering severely from their fire. We advanced, in line of battle, tilt 
within two hundred yards of the enemy's battery, and finding na 
support, either right or left, were ordered to retire, which we did in 
good order, losing Lieutenant Colonel W. L. Brandon, (the only offi- 
cer,) being wounded by a grape-shot. The command of the regiment 
then devolved upon me. After falling back partially under cover of 
the hill, we were again ordered to advance, which was done immedi- 
ately and continued till within fifteen or twenty yards of the battery 
I again found no support, either right or left, and the enemy, witb 
infantry on the left and artillery in our front, were pouring a de- 
structive fire into our ranks, of grape-shot, canister and small arms. 
We were again ordered to retire, and did so in good order, and left 
the field after dark. 

Both officers and men acted gallantly during the entire engage* 
xnent, ' • 

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. C. F. BROOKS, 
Captain commanding 20/A Regiment Miss, Volunteers, 



REPORT OF COLONEL MILLIAN. 

HeADq'rS FlFTEKNTH REGIMENT GeORGIA VOLUNTEERS, ) 

Camp Mcintosh, July 26, 1862. ) 

Lieutenant Robert Grant, 

Assistant Adjutant General ■: 

Sir : I have the honor to submit, through you, to the Brigadier 
General commanding, the following official report of the operations 
of this regiment in the recent actions before Richmond : 

On the 26th June, the regiment, (Colonel Wm. M. M'Intosh in 
command,) by order of Brigadier General Toombs, occupied the en- 
trenchments on the north side of the Nine-mile road, near* Price's 
liouse, and remained in that position until about six o'clock, P. M., 
of the 27th of June, when, by order of General Toombs, the regi- 
ment moved to the front near three-fourths of a mile, took position at 
the edge of a field some two hundred yards to the left of a brick 
house, known as James Garnett's house, sent two companies, Captain 
John C. Burch, company F, and Captain Stephen Z. Heansberger, 
company G, as skirmishers, to support the pickets of the second 
Georgia, and "feel" the enemy. In a few minutes the firing^n both 
sides became brisk. Soon the enemy's line was reinforced, arid Gen- 
eral Toombs ordered Colonel Mcintosh, with the balance of this com- 
mand, to the support of the skirmishers. We crossed the field at 
double-quick, under a most galling fire from the opposite side of a 
deep ravine, just beyond which our skirmishers were engaged, crossed 
the ravine by the right flank, and formed a line of battle and moved 
rapidly to the front. The engagement now became general and in- 
tensely fierce all along the line and raged till after dark, when the 
enemy retired and the firing ceased. Colonel Mcintosh, who was at 
ihe front and on the most exposed part of the line, gallantly cheering 
the men on, fell, mortally pounded, early in the engagement, and was 
borne from the field. The command then devolved upon me, as Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, and, after the dead and wounded (a detailed list of 
which has already been furnished) were carried from the field, the 
regiment, by order of General Toombs, retired to the rear, and rested 
till daylight on the morning of the 28th, and then moved back to 
the same point where the previous evening's engagement had taken 
place,5to-the support of the seventh and eighth Georgia regiments. The 
engagement ended with but few casualties in this regiment, ^which 
have also been reported in the list of casualties furnished. We 
bivouacked on the field, and, at three o'clock, A. M., June 29th, by- 
order of General Toombs, formed line of battle with the entire brig- 
ade, and, at an early hour, entered the enemy's works without much 
resistance, and moved with the brigade in pursuit of the retreating 
foe, till a late hour at night, and bivouacked in the open air. Early 
next morning, June 30th, took* up the line of march, and reached 
the battle-field at Frazier's farm about eleven o'clock, P. M., and re- 
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mained on the field till dawn, July 1st ; then advanced in line of bat- 
tle, Captain George A. Pace, company B, being thrown forward as 
skirmishers. The advance continued till after twelve o'clock, M., 
when I became completely exhausted from fatigue, loss of sleep and 
physical weakness, (having been in very feeble health for several 
weeks,) and was compelled to leave the command of the regiment for 
a short time to Major T. J. Smith, (who was also very, feeble from 
illness,) who led the regiments in the engagement at Malvern Hill. 
He soon became exhausted, and was borne from the field. Captain 
S. Z. Heansberger, the senior captain, assumed the command till the 
close of the engagement. 

The list of casualties during this engagement has also been fur- 
nished. 

Respectfully submitted, 
I W. T. MILLIAN, 

Colonel \bth Regiment Georgia Volunteers. 



REPORT OF^ COLONEL NEFF. 

Headquarters Thirty -Third Virginia Regiment, > 

July 8th, 1862. ) 

Captain J. F. O'Brien, 

A, A. General, First Brigade, V. D. : 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the opera- 
tions of the regiment under my command in the recent engagements 
with the enemy in front of Richmond: 

The report must necessarily lack clearness, owing to the fact that 
the ground on which we operated was entirely unknown to me. 
There are general landmarks or starting points with which to locate 
my position, yet I trust to make myself tolerably intelligible. 

We had been halting on the road leading along in rear of the en- 
emy's right flank, until late in the afternoon of Friday, the 27th of 
June, when the brigade was again put in motion and marched on 
down the road for, perhaps, two miles, when the regiments were coun- 
termarched and the pieces loaded. Heavy firing was heard on our 
right, over a line extending for several miles. This firing, as I was 
informed, w r as from the divisions of Generals Hill, Ewell and Long- 
street, who were actively engaging the enemy's right flank, posted on 
the north side of the Chickahominy river and occupying Gaines' 
farm. Our brigade was immediately in rear of General Lawton's 
brigade, which was moving along very slowly in the road already 
mentioned. Coming to the end of the woods which had skirted the 
road for a long distance, we filed to the right, the twenty-seventh 
Virginia leading, my regiment following immediately in rear. After 
marching through a clover-field, by a small white house, in the edge 
of the field, we turned off to the right, the men leaving their blankets 
at the corner of a narrow lane, which we now entered, marching di- 
rectly for the battle-field. Our progress being no longer obstructed 
by troops in our front, we pushed rapidly on through pine thickets 
and swamps for about a half a mile, until we reached an open plain, 
with a wood in front, beyond which the battle seemed to be raging. 
Shells were flying over the field, and wounded and stragglers were 
falling to the rear every moment. Some few of the latter were rallied 
and joined the regiment. On the edge of this plain, the twenty- 
seventh and thirty- third were formed into line of battle, the thirty- 
third on the right, but soon moved off again, marching by the flank, 
the thirty-third in front. 

We marched on in this manner across the field to an old road, hav- 
ing the telegraph wires extending along its course. Here we halted, 
and the brigade formed in column of regiments, thirty-third in front. 
Soon after, and near sundown, a line of battle was formed, and the 
whole line moved forward in the direction of the firing, thirty-third 
on the right. Marching on, we soon entered the woods, a portion of 
which contained thick undergrowth. The firing in our front was very 
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heavy ; shells were bursting over us, and rifle-balls, pretty well spent, 
were also falling in our midst. 

After entering the woods some forfy or fifty paces, I came upon a 
Georgia regiment, lying in thc_ woods, and passed my men through 
izi rear, where we lay for the night, throwing out pickets on our front 
and flanks. • 

Soon after taking this position, I was joined by a portion of the 
regiment commanded by Major Holladay, which had become separated 
from the rest of the regiment, in the swamp as already mentioned. 
This portion of the regiment had advanced further to our right than 
say of our forces, and was fired upon by a New York regiment, in- 
fiicting a loss upon us of one man killed. The hostile regiment run- 
ning as soon as it fired, no opportunity was given to return their fire. 

The loss of the regiment was one killed and three wounded ; among 
the wounded, Lieutenant Eastham, company I. 

Saturday, 28th, remained in one position all day, men being em- 
v^Voyed, a portion of the day, in gathering arms and burying the dead 
of friend and foe. 

Sunday, 29th, marched down to Grapevine Bridge, where we re- 
gained for several hours, and then retired to our former position. 

Monday, 30th, were aroused at half-past two, A. M. ; got under 
fbrms and took up the line cf march in the direction of Grapevine 
Bridge ; crossed the Chickahominy and marched to the York River 
railroad ; marched down the road some distance, and then down what 
I was told was the Williamsburg road ; heard heavy firing in front of 
us, but did not get under fire all day ; bivouacked at dark, near 
White Oak Swamp. 

Tuesday, July 1st, marched at daylight; crossed the swamp and 
moved on in the direction of James river. Do not remember what 
troops were immediately in our front; the thirty-third regiment 
marched in rear of the brigade. About eleven o'clock we filed into 
a wood on the right of the road and formed line of battle, 
the thirty-third on the extreme left. Remained in this position a 
considerable time, and then fell back a short distance, to get out of 
the range of shells. Here we remained until near sundown, when 
we were ordered to *' attention," faced to the left and moved down 
the road in the direction of the firing, the thirty-third leading. As 
we approached the scene of action, found the firing very warm, shot 
and shell flying over and around us. We again filed to the right into 
the woods, through which we soon made our way, entered acorn-field 
'and inclined to the left, marching on until we again reached the main 
road. On the road we halted for a moment, the men lying down 
behind a fence in the meantime, which afforded a partial protection ; 
Soon moved off again; crossed the fence to our left and marched in 
an oblique direction, through a thick undergrowth, across a swamp ; 
Cambered up a steep acclivity on the opposite side ; crossed the fence, 
and found ourselves on the field of battle. It was now quite dark, 
fend it was difficult to tell where were our friends or foes. The regi- 
ment was put in line as well as circumstances would permit, the men 
sheltering themselves behind the hill as much a9 possible, while they 
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delivered a pretty warm fire upon the enemy. We were for &orue 
time unsupported, and our small force must cert&inly have been 
crushed by the superior weight of the enemy, had they known our 
numbers. We were subsequently joined by some Louisiana regi- 
ments and General Lawton's brigade. Considerable confusion was 
created necessarily in the swamp and bushes, officers and men becom- 
ing separated and regiments more or less intermingled. * Yet, as far 
as my observation extended, both officers and men behaved well 
Major Holiday, Adjutant Walton, Captain Galliday, and Sergeant- 
Major Baldwin were particularly brought under my notice. Captain 
Galliday was the only captain in the regiment on the occasion. Tho 
firing did not cease until about nine o'clock, P. M., when it gradually 
died away, the enemy finally withdrawing. The loss of the regiment 
in this engagement was four killed and twenty-nine wounded. The 
strength of the regiment, as ascertained a short time before going 
into the engagement, was one hundred and thirty rank and file. 

The entire loss of the regiment in the recent engagements before 
Richmond is five killed and thirty- two wounded. 

Respectfully submitted, 
• * JOHN F. JNEFF, 

Coloml Thirty -third Virginia Infantry 
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REPORT OF CAPTAIN VERMILLION, OF THE FORTY- 
EIGHTH REGIMENT VIRGINIA VOLUNTEERS. 



Camp Near Liberty Mills, Tuesday, July 22, 1862. 

The regiment was first ordered to the scene of action Friday, the 
2/th ultimo. Marched in line of battle where the enemy made his 
first stand, when the brigade was halted, and lay in. line of battle till 
morning. In our advance to this point, four men were wounded 
(slightly) in the regiment. The command remained near this field 
till Monday morning, when it again took up the pursuit of the enemy — 
camping Monday night near White Oak Station. Tuesday, the regi- 
ment, together with the remainder of the brigade, formed a supporting 
line in rear of the first brigade, and thus spent most of the day near 
the battle-field. About dark, it was ordered to the field, w r here it 
spent the night. The enemy's bombs were a great annoyance this day, 
and wounded (slightly) one captain and two privates in the regiment. 
These are the positions taken by the forty- eighth regiment in the 
battles in front of Richmond. 

JOHN M. VERMILLION, 

Captain, commanding Forty-JEtghtk Regiment Virginia Fob. 



CAPTAIN MOSELY'S REPORT OF THE TWENTY-FIRST 
VIRGINIA REGIMENT. ♦ 

Camp Near Gordonsville, July 24, 1862. 

R. N. Wilsom, 

A. A. General Second Brigade, V. D.: 

The above-named regiment, under the command of Major Mosely, 
was held in reserve the most of the 27th of June, and about sunset 
was ordered to advance. When it arrived at Cold Harbor, it spent 
the night on its arms. Saturday and Sunday, the 28th and 29th, 
it spent near Cold Harbor, in a state of inactivity. On Monday, the 
30th, it crossed over the Chickahominy, and spent the night in the 
neighborhood of White Oak Swamp, in camp. Tuesday, 1st July, it 
spent mostly on the road, thence to Malvern Hill, and at sunset, it 
formed the line of battle in the woods on the right of the road, near 
the last named place, where it remained, under a heavy shelling, until 
dark, when it moved by its left flank, and spent the night on the 
roadside, just in front of Malvern Hill, on its arms. The next day, 
July 2d, spent in camp, at Low Swamp Church ; and on Thursday, 
the 3d, it retraced its footsteps, and camped near White Oak Swamp 
that night. Friday, the 4th, it was ordered to the neighborhood of 
Westover, where it was drawn up in line of battle all the rest of the 
day and took up camp in the woods on its left, where it remained 
till the morning of Monday, the 7th, when it moved forward about a 
quarter of a mile, and spent the day in line of battle, on picket. 
That evening it fell back several miles, and camped for the night. 
Tuesday, the 8th, it marched to a piece of woods several miles west 
of White Oak Swamp, at which place it staid one day, and then 
directed itself towards Richmond, at which place it arrived 10th July. 

WM. P. MOSELY, 
Captain, commariding Twenty-First Virginia Regiment. 



REPORT OF COLONEL BAYLOR. 



4 ' 

Headquarters Fifth Regiment Virginia Infantry, > 

July 9, 1862. S 

Captain : I have the honor to report that, on the afternoon of Fri- 
day the 27th ultimo, in obedience to orders of Brigadier General 
Winder, I prepared iny regiment for immediate action. 

It was marching left in front, and, in the rapid movement forward, 
was partly cut in two by the second brigade, which create'd some con- 
fusion in the right companies, and resulted in depriving me of some 
of my best men, who in the confusion and rapid movements, lost their 
way and were unable to join me during the battle. I am happy, how- 
over, to state that some of those who, were thus cut off, joined them- 
selves to other regiments and no doubt did their duty as soldiers of the 
first brigade. 

On arriving at or near the " tavern, 55 I, with the second Virginia, 
was ordered to support several batteries that were being placed in 
position just to the front of it, which order 1 promptly executed, mov- 
ing my regiment to the support cf the left battery, leaving the right 
for the second regiment. This disposition had hardly been made 
before the news came (I don't no how) "they are driving our men 
back ;" and now Brigadier General Winder ordered* the brigade for- 
ward, then placing my regiment on the left and the second regiment 
immediately on its right, the movement was made at a rapid pace 
through swamps and bogs and thick undergrowth which made it ex- 
ceedingly difficult to keep the proper alignment. From the moment 
of my being placed in position to support the battery, the shells from 
the enemy's batteries fell around us thick and fast, and yet my men, 
like veterans, pressed on to the front with a spirit and determination 
which afterwards contributed'to the complete success of cur General's 
undertaking. After emerging from the woods, there was an open and 
almost naked field, ascending by a regular inclined plain for almost 
one thousand yards to the top of McGee's hill, on which the enemy 
was posted in strong force, both of artillery and infantry. Being 
ordered to charge, in connection with the entire brigade, and to keep 
my right resting upon the left of the second regiment, I found great 
difficulty in doing so from the constant obliquing of the brigade to 
the right. It was now dusk, and I could hardly see the left of the 
second ; but I urged my men forward, being guided by the cheering 
more than by the sight of that regiment. 

The charge was executed in gallant style and at a double- quick, 
until I arrived within one hundred and fifty yards of the top of the 
hill, when I ordered a halt, seeing that the second regiment had halted, 
closed up the regiment, and opened a fire upon the enemy. By this 
time I found that my regiment had become separated a considerable 
distance from the second regiment, and discovered a regiment lying 
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down between the two, somewhat to the rear. My right had ran over 
part of this regiment in the charge, and I am informed that previously 
my left had done the same thing lor another regiment which was lying 
down and in its way. Whilst my regiment was engaged in action to 
the front, I ascertained that the regiment lying down between mine 
and the second regiment, was the thirty-eighth Georgia. Upon asking 
for its colonel, I was informed that all of its field officers were wounded 
and that Captain Lawton, A. A. General and chief of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Lawton's staff, was controlling it. He replied that it had no am- 
munition. I enquired if he had bayonets, and whether he would fill 
up the space between me and the second regiment in the charge. He 
replied that he would, and I takfe pleasure in stating that, upon my 
giving the order to charge, he moved up io fine style, and assisted in 
holding the hill during the night. 

The whole line in this last and successful charge obliqued to the 
right, and the right of my regiment obliqued the road in which it cap- 
turned two Parrott pieces in battery, which, from their heated condi- 
tion, had evidently been used very freely and with terrible effect upon 
our forces. The enemy retired slowly, and, to the best of my knowl- 
edge, did not- abandon the pieces and their position until our line had. 
approached to within seventy-five yards of his 

Not stopping at the top of the hill, I moved forward to a fencft 
some fifty yards to the front and placed the regiment behind it, nearly 
in line with tne balance of the brigade. Whilst there, a battery of 
ours, on our left, fired a discharge of canister, which enfiladed my 
entire line, but providentially hurt no one. I speak it to the praise 
of my regiment, that whilst this discharge cut all ground them, it 
showed no symptoms of alarm, but remained steady and firm until 
one of the privates gave notice to the battery that we were friend*. 
Under orders, I afterwards moved further forward, and subsequently 
withdrew with the whole line to the top of the hill and threw out 
pickets some distance to the front. I knmediately called for company 
L to man the two pieces captured, but ascertained that Captain Burke 
and First Lieutenant Swope, and nine men were wounded — leaving 
only one officer and nine men unhurt. I ordered him to take command 
of one of the pieces and load it with canister, but he ascertained that 
the enemy had used every charge but two, one of which was found in 
the limber box, the other reversed in one of the guns I reported 
these facts to General Winder. My men got but little repose, as we 
had every reason to believe that the enemy intended to attack us 
during the night. I found several wounded North Carolinans near 
the top of the hill, from which I inferred that the hill had been in 
our possession and retaken by the enemy prior to our coming forward. 
I afterwards ascertained that my inference was correct. I sent" out 
detaila, as early as practicable, to take care of my wounded and to bury 
the dead. 

I cannot undertake to mention the conduct of all the officers. All 
did their duty. Captajn Wm. II. Randolph was killed by my side, 
urging his men on to the charge. A braver officer never poured out 
his blood for his country. Captain Fletcher and Captain Burke wero 
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wounded and disabled whilst in the fearless discharge of their duty. 
Lieutenant Swope, Lieutenant Rieser, and Lieutenant Brown, and 
others, were also wounded in the midst of the fight, whilst the offi- 
cers who were so fortunate as to escape unhurt, did everything that 
brave men could do and were foremost in the strife. Lieutenant 
McRamey, after fighting bravely through the battle, was wounded by 
the accidental discharge of a musket. Lieutenant Colonel Funk 
again proved himself efficient, cool, and brave, doing all that an offi- 
cer could do towards the achievement which blessed'our brigade with 
a glorious triumph. Captain Roberts, acting major, managed the 
left of the regiment in a manner highly creditable and behaved with 
intrepidity and daring throughout the entire engagement. Whilst I 
feel unable to do justice to the officers, I find it impossible to give 
too much praise to the non-commissioned officers and privates, who, 
without the hope of praise or the incentives of promotion behaved 
like heroes under the most trying circumstances. Their reward will, 
I trust, soon be realized in the full enjoyment of that liberty for 
which they have so cheerfully and nobly struggled. I feel it but 
right to mention Mr. S. H. Bell and Mr. Wm. J. Hunter, citizens of 
Augusta county, for their prompt and humane efforts in attending to 
and removing the wounded and burying the dead. The list of casual- 
ties hereto appended, is, thanks to a protecting Providence, small 
owing to the interposition of the darkness of night aijd the over- 
shooting of the enemy. 

On Tuesday, the 1st day of July, by order of General Winder, I 
had placed my regiment in the woods in rear of the battle-field. I 
had scarcely gotten into position before a Parrott shell wounded Cap- 
tain Fletcher. Thi3 gallant young officer had, on so many occasions, 
proved himself so brave as to be the idol of his company, and of the 
entire regiment. His last words on the field were words of encour- 
agement to his men. General Winder ordered me to move back some 
distance and out of the range ©f the guns. I had hardly executed the 
order before another shell exploded in the line, killing one and 
wounding four privates. The brigade was then moved still further 
back. I obtained permission of General Winder to gt> to the rear to 
look after my wounded, and whilst there was informed that the brig- 
ade was moving to the front. With difficulty I reached the head of 
my regiment, just as it filed to the right into the woods. The blocked 
up condition of the roads compelled the regiment to move in single 
file, which scattered it very much. Having received no orders, I 
followed the regiment across a corn-field, until I arrived at a wood 
and found it posted in a ravine, which seemed to be providentially 
placed in our way as a breastwork against the terrific shower of 
shell and grape. I soon after met Colonel Botts, who in- 
formed me that he had lost the balance of the brigade. After re- 
maining in this perilous situation, in which our men were unable to 
do any good, and were in very great danger, and finding it impossible 
to join the rest of the brigade, Colonel Botts and I, on consultation, 
determined to fall back to the road, which wc succeeded in doing, with 
but a few wounded. I gathered the scattered men of the brigade, 
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assisted by Colonel Botts, and moved along the road until 1 received 
order3 to halt and rest. • It is a great source of regret to me and my 
regiment that we were unable to be with our old companions and 
where we could have rendered them some assistance. As it was, we 
were almost as much exposed. 

A list of the casualties of this day is also appended. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

WM. S. H. BAYLOR, 
Colonel Fifth Virginia Infantry. 



REPORT OF MAJOR H. P. JONES, 



Headquarters Artillery Battalion, > 
Near Redoubt 3, Jul? 15, 1862. S 

Captain A. 1). Pendleton, 

A, A. General, Reserve Artillery : 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of tho part 
taken by this battalion of the Reserve Artillery, in the late engage- 
ments before Richmond : 

Having been assigned, with the batteries of Captains Rhett, 
Clark, and Peyton (that of the latter under command of Lieutenant 
Fry in the absence of the captain who is sick,) tot act as reserve to 
General D. H. Hill's divivion, we left our camp on the Williamsburg 
road on the night of Wednesday 25th ultimo, with the other batteries 
of the division, marching in the direction of Mechanicsville, 

Captain Rhett had previously been ordered to report for duty with 
General Ripley's brigade, and with it about four, P. M.,of Thursday, 
crossed the Chickahominy in advance of other troops of the division. 
He experienced some difficulty in crossing, on account of the destruc- 
tion of the bridges over the stream by the enemy. He succeeded, 
with the help of the pioneer corps, in rendering the bridge passable, 
and crossed with his battery and engaged, in a very spirited manner, 
the enemy's batteries, which he continued to do, changing his posi- 
tion whenever he found that the enemy had his range, until ordered 
to cease firing, about nine P. M. In this engagement he suffered 
from a cross fire of the enemy, and had eleven men and six horses 
wounded. As soon as the passage was opened, I crossed with the two 
remaining batteries, and bivouacked for the night near Mechanics* 
ville. 

The next morning, we were awakened by a few shots of the enemy, 
which passed over us without doing any damage. Receiving an order 
to carry a battery to the top of the hill in rear, and protected by one 
of the enemy's redoubts, I ordered Captain Clark to this position. 
Here, with other batteries of the division, he fired several rounds at 
the earthworks of the enemy, on the opposite side of a ravine in front 
of us, but received no reply. The division then took up the line of 
march, with the reserve batteries in the rear. The line was halted at 
Cold Harbor, and Captain Rhett's battery was ordered to the front to 
support Captain Bondurant's oattery, which was actively engaged 
with a battery of the enemy. I also ordered Captain Clark and Lieu- 
tenant Fry to bring their batteries up in easy supporting distance, 
sheltering them as much as possible from the fire of the enemy, which 
enfiladed the road, by placing them in a ravine to the left of the road. 
Subsequently, I ordered the two reserve batteries on the right of the 
line, Captain Rhett retaining his position, but, by a new disposition 
of the forces, being on the left. This new disposition of the line ea- 
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nbled the batteries to open on the enemy, which they could not do be- 
fore, owing to our troops being between the enemy's and our batte- 
ries. Captain Clark and Lieutenant Fry were still held in reserve to 
support the attack of the infantry, and here they were exposed to an 
annoying fire of the enemy's battery, which was to our left and front. 
Captain Rhett's, with other batteries of the division engaged the en- 
emy's battery and soon succeeded in silencing it. In this he had two 
xnen and one horse killed and thr^e wounded. We again bivouacked 
for the night in the position we had fought in. 

At three, A. M., of Saturday, we were ordered to move forward to 
a position at Dr. Gaines' house, where we remained, expecting the 
enemy's batteries to open upon us until twelve M., when we went for- 
ward and took position on the hill overlooking the approach to Grape- 
vine Bridge. Here we remained until two, A. M , Monday morn- 
ing, when we commenced to cross the stream — the bridge over which 
had been destroyed by the enemy, and had to be reconstructed by our 
men. 

We continued the pursuit of the enemy until about twelve or one 
o'clock in the day, when we came up with him at White Oak Swamp. 
Here he occupied a position on the hill oposite, with twelve pieces 
in sight. 

All the batteries of the division were ordered to the front, and en- 
gaged the enemy, forcing him to change his position in a very short 
time, which he did, leaving three of his guns disabled on the field. 
Taking up a position to the right of his former one, and having other 
batteries there, he again opened on us, and the firing continued ob- 
stinately, with slight intermissions, until night. 

In this position, the batteries of my battalion were more exposed, 
on account of the nature of the ground, and consequently suffered 
more than others. I should mention that Colonel Crutchfield was in 
command on this occasion. 

Captain Rhett lost two men killed and two wounded ; also one 
horse killed and two wounded. In the three engagements, he ex- 
pended thirteen hundred and twenty rounds. 

Captain Clark lost one man killed and five wounded; two wheels 
were seriously damaged. 

Captain Clark, at Mechanicsville and White Oak Swamp, expended 
three hundred and ninety-two rounds. 

Lieutenant Fry had two men wounded and three horses killed, and 
fired three hundred and ninety rounds of ammunition. 

On Tuesday morning, the 1st instant, we were ordered back to 
Seven Pines to refit, where we remained until Thursday, the 3d, 
when we again joined the division below White Oak Swamp, and re- 
turned with it to our camp on the Williamsburg road on Thursday, 
10th instant. 

It will be seen from this report that Captain Rhett's battery was in 
three engagements, and the other two, although in but one, were still 
exposed to the fire of the enemy on another occasion. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the gallantry of both officers 
and men of the battalion; not only their gallantry in the field, but 
38 
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the cheerful spirit with which they endured the hardships of the event- 
ful war. As a proof of the heroic and dutiful spirit of the men I 
cite, with pride, the fact, during the whole time, there was not a single 
straggler from the ranks. 

I hare the honor to be, respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

H. P. JONES, 
Major, commanding Battalion. 



REPORT OF MAJOR HENRY LAW. 



Camp Near Liberty Mills, Virginia, ) » 
July 23, 1862. \ 

R. N. .Wilson, 

» • Assistant Adjutant General : 

Sir : In obedience to orders, and in absence of Lieutenant Colonel 
Wm. Martin, who was in command of the regiment at that time, I 
have the honor to report the operations of the forty-second regiment 
Virginia volunteers, in the recent battles in front of Richmond, com- 
mencing the 26th June. Early on Friday morning, the 27th, heavy 
firing was heard in front, which gradually receded down the Chicka- 
hominy river, on the north side, until late in the evening. The sec- 
ond brigade, to which this regiment is attached, was in the rear, and 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham, was ordered up 
After being marched some two miles very rapidly, it came up where 
the battle seemed to be raging the fiercest. The regiment was imme- 
diately formed in line of battle and marched across a field on the 
right, which was done in good order. Just as the regiment came up, 
the enemy, which was occupying a strong position in a piece of 
woods, immediately in our front, gave way, leaving many dead and 
wounded on the field and in the woods. The regiment was then 
marched across the woods, and, in its march, captured thirty or forty 
prisoners, mostly unhurt, who had secreted themselves in the thick 
brush and felled timber. The regiment was then halted in line of 
battle and laid upon its arms during the night on the battle-field. 
None of the regiment were hurt. 

Early Saturday morning, 28th, the regiment was marched down 
the road, passing Camp Lincoln, and was advanced towards the bridge 
crossing Chickahominy river. *The regiment was again ordered back, 
and ordered to the forks of the road at a mill to the left of Chicka- 
hominy bridge, where the regiment remained during the day, and • 
captured three prisoners, one of which was wounded. At night the 
regiment was marched back to camp; and again, on the 29th, re- 
turned to the same po3t, where it remained until about noon, when it 
was ordered across the Chickahominy river, crossing the bridge and 
taking the road by the way of Savages' Station. Nothing worthy of 
note occurred until Tuesday evening, July 1st. when heavy firing 
was again heard immediately in front, when the regiment, in con- 
junction with the other regiments of the brigade, was ordered up and 
took position in the woods, near Malvern Hill, where numerous shell 
were thrown by the enemy, but did the regiment no damage. After 
remaining at this point some time, the regiment was ordered along 
the road, and in the direction of the battle, but before it reached the 
field the battle had nearly ceased, when it was ordered to hold the 
field, in conjunction with other regiments, which it did, lying on ita .- 
arms during the night. 
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The next morning, the regiment was ordered back to camp, near a 
church. After this, nothing worthy of special note occurred. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HENRY LAW, 
Major commanding regiment. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN LEIGH OP FIRST VIRGINIA BAT- 
TALION. 



Headers First Virginia. Battalion, P. A., C. S., > 
Camp.near Liberty Mills, July 22, 1862. > 

Captain R. N. Wilson, 

A. A. General, Second Brigade, V. D. 

Captain : In obedience to an order to. that effect, I have the honor 
to make the following report of the part taken by this battalion in 
the recent operations near Richmond : 

On the morning of Friday, the 27th of June, the battalion was en- 
camped along with the rest of the brigade, at a point on the Meadow 
Bridge road, in Hanover county, about twelve miles from Richmond. 
About sunrise we were aroused by the sound of cannon in the direc- 
tion of Cold Harbor, and immediately marched towards it. After 
numerous and long halts, we reached the vicinity of the battle-field, 
about five o'clock in the evening, and were ordered forward into ac- 
tion. As the brigade hastened onward, Lieutenant Colonel Cunning- 
ham, who was then in command of it, ordered it to move forward at 
double-quick time. But this order was not communicated to me, and 
as the battalion was in rear of the brigade, and the route lay across 
several marshy streams and through a body of woods, I did not per- 
ceive that the rest of the brigade was rapidly separating itself from 
us. On emerging from the woods, I was, therefore, surprised to find 
that the rest of the brigade was out of sight. At this juncture, an 
orderly, Mr. Price, came with orders to guide us to the brigade ; but 
it had moved so rapidly that he was himself unable to find it. Send- 
ing Mr. Price to seek for the brigade, I continued to lead the battal- 
ion forward, and, after proceeding a short distance, met Mr. Samuel? 
D. Mitchell, who was then acting as aid-de-camp to Brigadier Gene- 
ral Winder, and had orders to conduct the brigade to a position in 
rear of that occupied by the first brigade. Mr. Mitchell went on in 
search of Lieutenant Colonel Cunningham, and I thought it best to 
carry the battalion at once to the position assigned to the brigade. 

Upon our coming up to the first brigade, General Winder ordered 
me to form the battalion in line of battle a few paces in rear of the - 
first brigade. We remained there, under quite a severe artillery fire,, 
until about half-past seven o'clock, when General Winder ordered the 
first brigade, the battalion, and several other regiments, to form in 
line of battle and move forward to charge the enemy in front of us. 
The battalion occupied the centre of the line. We advanced in this 
manner across one or two small swamps, through some wooded land, 
and over some open fields, driving the enemy before us from one posi- 
tion to another, until we approached a body of woods beyond the* 
house subsequently occupied by General Winder as his headquarters,. 
By this time it had become quite dark, and for this reason, I presume, 
General Winder ordered us to halt. 

We shortly afterwards retired to a position in front of the house ^ 
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just mentioned. We lay there upon our arms all night, in the midst 
of the enemy's dead and wounded. During the charge, the fire of 
the enemy was, at times, quite severe ; and, at one point, three of 
the men in the battalion were wounded within a few moments of each 
other. They were : First Sergeant Everfett and fourth Sergeant 
McFarland, of company A, and private Lewis Beckman, of company 
C. Sergeant Everett was shot through the bladder, and has since 
died. He was an old soldier, although not an old man, thoroughly 
acquainted with his duties, and uniformly diligent in the discharge of 
them. I believe he has left no braver and no better soldier behind 
him. His loss is irreparable to his company. 

On Saturday, the 28th of Juno, the battalion rejoined the brigade, 
and remained with it at Cold Harbor all day. 

On Sunday, the 29th of June, ^Brigadier General Jones assumed 
the command of the brigade. We marched to the bridge across the 
Chickahominy, but it was not in a condition to enable us to pass, and 
we returned to our camping ground of the previous day. . 

On Monday, the 30th of June, the brigade crossed the Chicka- 
hominy, and proceeded to a point near the White Oak Swamp, in 
Henrico county, where it halted for the night. 

On Tuesday, the 1st of July, the brigade crossed the White Oak 
Swamp and proceeded towards Malvern Hill. In the latter part of 
the day, a heavy cannonade to the front announced to us the conflict 
tfhich was then in progress. A little after five o'clock we were 
drawn up in line of battle, about one hundred paces in rear of the 
first brigade, in a body of woods beyond a church, of which I have 
been unable to ascertain the name. Whilst we were in these woods, 
a number of the enemy's shell exploded near us, and we shifted our 
position several times to get out of their exact range. About 6unset 
we were ordered forward. We marched slowly down the road, under 
a terrific fire from a battery which perfectly commanded it, and which 
threw its shells with great accuracy. Some confusion occurred 
amongst the troops in front of us, and we were kept marching and 
counter-marching along the road in question for several hours. Fi- 
nally, we proceeded across a small stream to the crest of a hill, and 
remained there, in the midst of the dead and wounded, until the fol- 
lowing morning. 

Brigadier General Jones was disabled early in the night by a con- 
tusion on the knee from a piece of a shell, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Cunningham commanded the brigade during the remainder of the 
night. Notwithstanding the terrible fire to which we were so long 
exposed, no one in the battalion was injured on this occasion. 

On Wednesday, the 2nd of July, we encamped near the church I 
have mentioned. / 

On Thursday, the 3rd of July, we shifted our camp to a point a 
mile or two distant, on the road to the Long Bridge. 

On Friday, the 4th of July, we marched to an open field, near the 
enemy's encampment at Westover. We lay in this field in line of 
battle till the evening, and then encamped in a neighboring body of 
'Woods. 
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On Saturday, the 5th, and Sunday, the 6th of July, we laid in camp. 

On Monday, the 7th of July, the brigade, along with other troops, 
relieved General Whiting's division as advanced guard. We laid on 
picket near the enemy's lines until evening, when we were ordered to 
move back a short distance to the rear. 

On Tuesday, the 8th, Wednesday, the 9th, and Thursday, the 10th 
of July, we marched back towards Richmond, and, on the last named 
day, we encamped at a point near that at which the Mechanicsville 
turnpike crosses the Chickahominy river. 

I cannot conclude this report without taking the occasion to bear 
my testimony to the courage and fortitude with which the officers and 
men met and endured the dangers and hardships of the memorable 
days in question. 

I have the honor to be, Captain, vour obedient servant, 

B. W. LEIGH, 
Captain commanding the Battalion 



REPORT OF MAJOR BEVY OF FOURTH GEORGIA BAT- 
TALION. 



Camp near Magruder's Mills, Virginia, ) 
July 27, 1S62. J- 

Captain Edward TV. Hull, 

c Asssistant Adjutant General : 

Captain: I have the honor, respectfully, to make, for the informa- 
tion of the Brigadier General commanding, the following report of tho 
part taken by the fourth battalion Georgia volunteers, in the action 
before Richmond, on the 27th June : 

The battalion did not get into action until about five o'clock, P. M, 
We were then ordered through a piece of woods, and while going 
through, were under a heavy fire of shot and shell as well as musketry, 
from the enemy. On emerging from the woods we found near us sev- 
eral regiments of Confederate troops, and here halted, as there was 
no General officer present, we having become separated from our bri- 
gade in coming through the woods. While waiting here, a regiment 
of the enemy which proved to be the third New Jersey, emerged from 
the woods on our right. Fire was immediately opened upon it, and 
it fled precipitately, and were nearly all captured by some regiments 
of our troops stationed to the right of our brigade. Major Burney, 
of the third New Jersey, and several non-commissioned officers and 
privates here fell into our hands. We remained at this point some 
time (probably half an hour) when General Lawton came to us and 
was personally cognizant of affairs from -that time until the firing 
ceased for the night. 

I would respectfully mention to the Brigadier General commanding 
the efficient aid rendered the field officers, by Adjutant B. F. Keller, 
who was at all time3 at his post regardless of danger. I would also 
respectfully call the attention of the Brigadier General to the fact 
that, after the firing had ceased for the night, private John W. Mack, 
company C, fourth battalion Georgia volunteers, while unarmed, cap- 
tured in the woods one lieutenant, one sergeant and two privates of 
the first New Jersey regiment all armed, disarmed them, brought 
them into camp alone, and delivered them to his captain. 

I am, Captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS J. BEVY, 
Major Fourth Battalion Georgia Volunteeis, 

P. S. — I make this report in the absence of Lieutenant Colonel 
Stiles, by order of General Lawton. 

THOMAS J. BEVY, Major. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN BATTEY OF THIRTY-EIGHTH 
GEORGIA REGIMENT. 



Headquarters Thirty-Eighth Regiment Georgia Vols., > 
Camp near Gordonsville, July 27, 1862. ) 

Captain Edward W Hull, 

Assistant Adjutant General : 

Captain : In obedience to orders received from you, I have the 
honor to make the following report of the part my regiment bore in 
the late series of actions before Richmond : 

Not being in command in the commencement of the battle of the 
27th of June, and my attention being chiefly directed to my company, 
I of course am not able to furnish as complete a statement of that 
portion of the engagement as I otherwise would have been. 

At about five o'clock, on the evening, of the above mentioned day, 
the order was passed down our line, to. accelerate our pace, which my 
regiment promptly obeyed, casting away all articles which encumbered 
them ; thus alternately marching and double-quicking, we entered 
the battle field. Here we formed line with the rest of the brigade, 
our right flank towards the enemy. We then marched in column in 
the direction our right previously occupied, and, by the execution of 
the movement forward into line, found ourselves in line of battle face 
to face with the enemy, at the distance of about three hundred yards. 
Thus, we marched under a most terrific fire, to within about one 
hundred and eighty yards of a body of four or five thousand regulars. 
It w r as here that our colonel and major were wounded, and the com- 
mand devolved upon me. 

In obedience to orders received from Captain Lawton, I commanded 
my men to "Fire and load lying," which order they promptly exe- 
cuted, until nearly all the cartridges were expended. At this critical 
point of the engagement we were directed by the above mentioned 
officer to charge, he leading in gallant style. My regiment executed 
the above mentioned command with such good will that they passed 
completely through that portion of the "enemy opposed to them, and 
carried a battery of five pieces beyond. 

Our loss was very severe ; but my command bore it like veterans, 
and never, in the entire engagement, there was the least visible hesita- 
tion amongst them. My officers and men all behaved so well that it is im- 
possible to distinguish those worthy of being mentioned. 

In the action o£ the 1st of July, my regiment was not actively en- 
gaged ; but were, nevertheless, exposed to a very severe shelling for 
some time, losing a few men. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM. H. BATTEY, 
Captain, commanding Thirty- Eighth Megimeni Georgia Vols, 



REPORT OF COLONEL DOUGLASS. 

Camp Near Magruder's Mill, July 28, 1862. 
Captain E. W. Hull, A. A. G. : 

Captain: In the battle fought below Richmond on the 1st instant, 
the thirteenth Georgia regiment participated as follows, viz : 

The brigade was not ordered forward until nearly sunset, and had 
but little chanee to do much fighting. As soon as orders came to ad- 
vance, the Brigadier General commanding at once led us in the direc- 
tion indicated. We were marched by the right flank through a strip 
of woods and across a field. While in the field, the regiment was ex- 
posed to a very severe fire from the enemy's batteries. Having re- 
ceived no specific information as to where the brigade should go, or 
was needed, the Brigadier General was left to judge from the firing 
where to carry his command. Halting the column and requiring the 
men to lie down, he w T ent forward to endeavor to gain the necessary 
information. Finding this impossible, and the firing from the en- 
emy's batteries becoming hotter, and from our friends in front of us 
weaker, he ordered me to move forward the regiment and charge the 
battery in front of us. Across the fence and road, and another fence 
and into the woods beyond, the men went with a shout. The burst- 
ing of shells was so incessant as to render it almost impossible for 
commands to be heard. Night had come on, and no line could be pre- 
served. We kept on, regulating our course as best we could by the re- 
ports from the enemy's batteries, of which there were several, and 
placed some distance apart. From this cause, and not being able to see 
anything, not even a creek in front of us, or a fence over which we scram- 
bled, the regimentbecame very much scattered in the woods. Only about 
seventy-five or one hundred succeeded in reaching the field in which 
the batteries were located, and these did not arrive at the same time. 
A small number under Major Baker, who were the first to enter the 
field,, were joined by a part ot the eighth Louisiana regiment, and 
charged nearly to the enemy's lines. Before reaching their furthest 
point occupied, their number was increased by a few more under Ad- 
jutant Hill, who had gotten up time enough to join in the charge. They 
were received by a deadly volley of musketry, and also a fire from the 
enemy's batteries. A good many were killed and wounded ; among the 
latter, Maj. Baker, whilst behaving most gallantly. Lieut. E. L. Con- 
ally, of company A, was wounded at the same time, and, so far as I can 
learn, acting with great courage. One non-commissioned officer and sev- 
eral privates, in the excitement of the charge, entered the enemy's lines 
and w r ere taken prisoners, but afterwards, when tha enemy retreated, 
escaped and returned to the regiment. After the fall of Major Baker, 
the men were ordered to fall back, about fifty yards; the line was re- 
formed by Adjutant Hill, and soon orders were received from Major 
Lewis, of the Louisiana regiment, for all to fall back to the crest of 
the hill next to the woods. Here I met them; but it was so dark that 
no man could be identified five paces off. Here I also met Brigadier 
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General Lawton, who had gotten separated from us, and made his way 
to the field by a different route, and one which we afterwards saw was 
the proper one to have been taken. The balance of my regiment that 
crossed the road and entered the wood, did not, with a few exceptions, 
succeed in finding their way out. Those who had made the charge, 
near to the batteries, I found itermingled with fragments of other 
regiments, Virginians, North Carolinians and Louisianians. Briga- 
dier General Winder sent an order to us to hold the hill we occupied 
until morning, and this was sanctioned by General Lawton, who left 
me in command of all present and went back to bring forward the 
left companies of my regiment, and the balance of the brigade, who 
had become detached from us as we passed through the first strip of 
woods we reached. The enemy kept up, for an hour or two, an occa- 
sional artillery fire, and then withdrew, leaving their dead and wounded 
on the field. 

I again call attention to the coolness and courage of Major Baker 
and Adjutant Hill, and beg to favorably mention the conduct of Lieu- 
tenant E. L. Conally, of company A. ; Captain W. W. Hartsfield, 
Lieutenants James Andrews and B. L. Powell, of company D. The 
limits proper for this report do not admit of the mention of all whom 
I would like to notice favorably for their gallantry. 
I am, Captain, very respectfully, 

Your obedient, servant, 

M. DOUGLASS, 
Colonel commanding Regiment. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN SMITH OF TWENTY-SEVENTH 
VIRGINIA REGIMENT. 

Headquarters Twenty-seventh Regiment Virginia Vols., > 

July 7, 1862. J 

Captain J. O'Brien, 

Assistant Adjutant General, First Brigade : 

Sin: I respectfully submit the following report of the part which 
the twenty-seventh Virginia regiment took in the battles of the 
27th ultimo and the 1st instant: 

On the 27th ultimo the regiment, under command of Colonel Grigsby, 
marched with the first brigade until it approached the crest of a 
hill opposite where the battle was then raging with tremendous vio- 
lence. It was then drawn up in line of battle with the brigade. Its 
position in the line was on the right of the fourth Virginia regiment, 
and on the left of the thirty-third Virginia. The regiment here 
numbered one hundred and twenty five men in ranks and eighteen 
commissioned officers. From the position where we were drawn up, 
we advanced, in line with the brigade, through a dense thicket of 
brush and timber until we came into a cleared field, where were still ' 
standing some tents of the enemy ; we then changed the direction of 
our advance by a left half-wheel, and then we marched directly upon 
a battery of the enemy which was throwing grape and shell profusely. 
This battery was soon silenced and we marched to a position beyond 
this battery. It being then quite dark, and the enemy completely 
routed, we were ordered to halt. We then threw out pickets to pro- 
tect our front and remained on the field for the night. My 
regiment simply made a charge, without firing during the engage- 
ment. We were ordered to use the bayonet. The enemy gave way 
before us. I had none killed, and but two slightly wounded. 

At the battle of the 1st instant, the twenty-seventh regiment was 
marched up the road in column with the brigade until it came within 
about a half mile of the battle-field, when the whole brigade filed to 
the right, into a piece of woods. There my regiment, in a line with 
the brigade, supported on the right by the thirty-third Virginia, and 
on the left by the fourth Virginia regiment, advanced by the right 
flank, through the woods, then into an open field, and then again 
through a very dense forest of brush and timber, across the main 
road, to the position assigned on the field. The shot and shell fell 
fast and thick on us as we marched on, and, just before reaching our 
position on the field, Colonel A. J. Grigsby, while leading the regi- 
ment in his dauntless and fearless style, was struck by a minie ball, 
inflicting under his left arm a painful, but not dangerous, wound. 
The regiment was ordered to fire, which it did, and continued firing 
for some length of time, when it was ordered to charge on a battery. 
This was attempted, but the regiment being much scattered and un- 
supported by sufficient force, was compelled to desist. The regiment 



605 



then resumed its original position on the field and continued firing 
until the fight closed. The loss of the regiment in this engagement, 
out of about seventy who went into the fight, was one killed and two 
wounded. 

RECAPITULATION : 

^Colonel A. J. Grigsby, wounded, on the 1st instant. 

Company B — Sergeant John Ford, wounded, on the 27th ultimo ; 
-Michael Tool, wounded, on the 1st instant. 

Company H — M. R. Hanger, wounded, on tho 27th ultimo ; N. 0. 
McClure, killed, on the 1st instant. 

Respectfully, 

G. C. SMITH, 
Captain commanding Twenty -seventh Regiment Va. Volunteers, 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN WOODING. 



Camp near Gordonsville, Va., July 24, 18G2. 
Brigadier General Taliaferro : 

General: My battery marched from Port Republic to the fortifi- 
cations of the enemy near Richmond, with the third brigade, com- 
manded, in your absence, by Colonel Fulkerson. . 

On Friday the 27th June, we arrived to within a short distance of 
the battle field at Gaines' Mill, about four o'clock, P. M. Soon after- 
wards the infantry were ordered to leave the road, and advance by a 
narrow path through the woods in the direction whence the firing pro- 
ceeded. Colonel Fulkerson ordered mo to remain where I was, and, 
if needed, he would send for me. I received no order from the colo- 
nel that evening ; but on the morning of the 28th, received orders 
from Colonel Warren, of the tenth regiment, (Colonel Fulkerson hav- 
ing been mortally wounded,) to bring my battery forward. This order 
I promptly obeyed. No engagement, however, was had with the en- 
emy by our brigade on this day or the day following. 

On Monday, the 30th, whilst on the march, in pursuit of the retiring 
enemy, I received orders from Gen. Hampton, then commanding the bri- 
gade, to hasten to the front of the column with my battery. I did 
so, and engaged the enemy at White Oak Swamp for about five hours. 

On Tuesday, the 1st July, early in the morning, I received orders 
from General Hampton to send my battery forward immediately ; but 
owing to the loss of horses sustained, and also to the want of ammu- 
nition, (my supply having been nearly exhausted the day previous,) I 
could only prepare a section of my battery for immediate action. 
This section was sent forward to Malvern Hill, under Lieutenant 
Jones, where I joined it and assumed command, as soon as I had made 
a requisition for ammunition for the other guns. 

I may here state that I arrived on the field before a shot had been 
fired from either of my guns. During this day my command was ex- 
posed to a terrific fire both from the enemy's infantry and artillery. 
We remained upon the field until the sun had gone down, and only 
left then because we had exhausted our ammunition. 

During the engagement of Monday, my command generally be- 
haved well. The same may be said of their conduct on Tuesday. 
Those who form an exception have already been reported for publica- 
tion to the world. 

On Monday, the 30th June, Lieutenants Jones and Adams assisted 
me in the command of the battery, and discharged their duty well. 

On Tuesday, the 1st July, Lieutenant Jones alone aided me, Lieut- 
enant Adams having been sent by me to the ordnance train in charge 
of some caissons. In the two engagements, I had few casualties. 
They are as follows : 

Killed— Private Charles W. Gay. 

Wounded — Privates Rufus Bennet, severely in thigh ; W. L. Snead, 
painfully in foot, and John B. Turner, slightly in hand. 
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I make no mention *f some, whose wounds were so slight as not to 
deserve the name. Several of my battery horses were disabled, and 
the horse of Lieutenant Jones was shot from under him. 
Very respectfully, 

GEORGE W. WOODING. 
Captain Danville Artillery. 



i 



if 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL BOTTS. 



Headquarters Second Regiment Virginia Vols., ) 

July 13, 1862. J 

Captain : In obedience to orders, I have tne honor to report that 
at early hour on the morning of June 27th, from camp near Tofto- 
potomy creek, the second regiment, under Colonel Allen, was put on 
the march and moved all day towards the enemy. About five, the fire 
of musketry being exceedingly heavy, the regiment moved rapidly 
forward, and was drawn up in line of battle immediately in rear of 
Ball's old tavern, exposed to thesh ells of the enemy. In a few min- 
utes this regiment and the fifth Virginia, under Colonel Baylor, were 
ordered a.short distance to the front to support the Purcell battery, 
and while in this position, Captain Burgess, of company F, second 
regiment, was wounded. Soon these regiments were moved to the 
left, and the whole brigade, by command of General Winder, was 
drawn up in line of battle, and ordered to charge a battery whoso 
shells had for some time been sweeping the field around us. The 
second regiment responded promptly to the call. The charge was made 
through a wood of thick undergrowth, over a marsh, and the men be- 
came separated; forming the line again, the men pressed steadily for- 
ward leaving behind, in an open field, whole regiments which had 
been previously sent forward. About seven, the regiment, number- 
ing about eighty men, reached a hill near McGee's house, and found 
the fire of the enemy's batteries and their supports terrible. 

Here Colonel Allen and Lieutenant Keelcr, of company C, fell ; 
Major Jones, Captain Colston and Lieutenant Kinsey were wounded, 
and several of the men were killed and wound d 

The regiment being in advance, or at least separated from the brigade, 
and few in numbers, did not advance; but gallantly held its position. 
General Winder soon coming up, and seeing the position, gave orders 
to maintain the hill while he brought up reinforcements, which could 
be seen in our rear. Hurrying these up, the line of battle was again 
formed, and the order to charge was given by General Winder. As 
before, the regiment gallantly answered. Our troops rushed forward, 
the enemy fell back in retreat, and late in the evening the enemy had 
fled, leaving us in possession of the field, upon which, we remained 
all night. 

I cannot close the report of this day without bearing testimony to 
the gallant conduct of Colonel Allen, Major Jones, Captain Colston, 
Captain Burgess, Lieutenants Keeler and Kinsey, and, indeed, to the 
officers and men of the regiment. 

On Saturday, the regiment remained near McGee's. On Sunday, 
we were marched as far as Grapevine bridge, and returned about 
nightfall to our<iamp. Monday, we crossed the Chickahominy and 
the York River railroad, and bivouacked near White Oak Swamp, and 
moved Tuesday, July 1st, on the Shirley road, halting occasionally 
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for some time. Heavy artillery fire all the while heard in front. Pass- 
ing a church, we were placed in a wood about five, P. M., to the right 
of the road, and remained there over an hour. Some of the regimenta 
of the brigade being within reach of the shells of the enemy. About 
half-past six, the brigade was ordered from the woods to the road. 
The thick undergrowth delayed the movements of the second and fifth 
rigiments so much that when the left of the second reached the road, 
neither the twenty-seventh, fourth, or thirty-third were in sight. The 
road was crowded with artillery and regiments hastening from the 
battle field. 

The regiment was pushed forward as rapidly as possible on the road, 
and Sergeant-major Burwell sent in advance to ascertain the routo 
taken by General Winder, and by his exertions we followed in hifi 
tracks. Night was rapidly closing in. The regiment was in the 
woods to the right of the road, marching upon the left flank of the 
enemy, and exposed to the fire of their artillery. Leaving the woods 
we entered a field which was swept by the enemy's fire. Here we met 
officers and men hastening to the rear, who reported that all our troops 
were in retreat. Still the regiment was pushed forward to join, if pos- 
sible, the brigade. The fifth was in our rear. The darkness, the rapid 
march and the woods had separated the men very much, and the com- 
mand was exceedingly small. Concealing them by a deep ravine in 

a wood, within one hundred and fifty yards of the road, I rode 

out until I struck the road. Here I could not see any of our troops, 
and the fire from the enemy was incessant. 

On my return to the regiment, Colonel Baylor called me to a con- 
sultation, and the result was, that we should fall back and join our 
brigade, our impression being that our troops had been driven from 
this portion of the field. If we remained, we would expose the men 
to a fire which they could not reply to, or be cut off by the enemy ; 
therefore, marching to the rear by nearly the same route we had ad- 
vanced, we struck the road at church, and learning that 

General Winder had not fallen back, we reformed our regiments and 
reported to him. Providentially we had only two men wounded, 
though exposed to as heavy a fire as ever the regiment was under. 

With this, I send you a list of the killed and wounded. 

LAWSON BOTTS, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding. 



Headquarters Second Regiment Va. Vols. (Infantry.) 

Captain : I have the honor to report the following as the list of 
killed and wounded, in second regiment Virginia volunteers, in the 
actions of June 27th and July 1st, 1862: 

Field and Staff— Killed : Col. James W. Allen, June 27. Wounded : 
Major Frank B. Jones, June 27 ; since died. 

Company A — Killed: none. Wounded: none. 

Company B — Killed : none. Wounded : Charles A. Keyser. 
39 
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fa Company C — Killed : Second Sergeant David Keeler, June 27. 
Wounded : Sergeant J. Erns : private J. McCormick, James Cham- 
blin. 

Company D — Killed : none. Wounded : private Pat. Hailey, N. 
Griffin, J. Franklin, June 27. 

Company E — Killed: private Jos. Hirsey, John Kern and Isaac 
Webb. Wounded : Captain R. G. Coltscn, first Sergeant C. A. Ma- 
nor; private G. Prince, D. Hahn, L. P. Gazey, James Dean, John 
Spitzer, Hundshaw. 

Company F — Killed: none. Wounded: Captain J. B. Burgess, 
first Lieutenant Samuel Kinsey. 

Company G — Killed : none. Wounded : David Moler, Samuel 
Shutz. 

Company H — Killed : none. Wounded : none. 

Company I — Killed: George Higgle, June 27. Wounded: John 
E. Nurn, July 1st. 

Company K — Killed : none. Wounded : N. Miller, J. Bull. 

Total killed — Officers three ; non-commissioned officers, none ; pri- 
vates, four. Total wounded — Officers, three ; non-commissioned offi- 
cers, two ; privates, fourteen. 

Respectfully, 

LAWSON BOTTS, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding. 
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, REPORT OF MAJOR LOWE. 

The following is a report of the part taken by the twenty-first 
Georgia regiment, in the battle of Friday, June 27, 18^2: 

The regiment, commanded by Colonel (J. A. Evans, being cut off 
und separated from the brigade, was conducted, under the direction of 
Captain Lawton, A. A. General, to the extreme left of the left wing 
of the army, and placed in position opposite Sikes' brigade of United 
States regulars, which last was supported by three pieces of artillery. 
The battle raged with uninterrupted fury for an hour, the firing be- 
coming gradually weaker upon the side of the enemy. About half- 
past seven, P. M., the ammunition of the regiment being nearly ex- 
hausted, the command was given to retire, which was obeyed in good 
order. The regiment marched in line of battle fifty paces to the rear,, 
where they were again faced to the enemy. The colonel now perceiv- 
ing that the firing had ceased, marched his men into the woods, about 
three hundred yards distant, where they slept during the night upon 
their arms. 

J. H. LOWE, Major commanding. 



REPORT OF MAJOR GRIFFIN. 



Headquarters Twenty-Six^h Georgia Regiment, > 

July 25th, 1862. \ 

On Friday, 27th June, the twenty-sixth (Jeorgia regiment, then on 
the march, under command of Colonel E. N. Atkinson, about four 
o'clock, P. M., were ordered to halt and load their guns. After load- 
ing, were ordered forward at quick time. About half-past four 
o'clock, P. M., the regiment was ordered into action. After going at 
double-quick for some one and a half miles, through shell and ^hot, 
arrived at the scene of action, and were ordered to enter the woods 
in line of battle. The regiment entered a dense forest, down a con- 
siderable grade. In crossing a ravine, through brambles, brush, mud 
and water, the regiment became divided, four companies on the left 
wing going obliquely to the left and the five right .companies (the 
regiment then had but nine companies) going obliquely to the right. 
The left companies, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel McDonald and 
Major E. S. Griffin, continued on through the swamp, and soon be- 
came engaged with the enemy. First they mistook the enemy for 
friends, but soon became convinced of their error, and continued to 
press forward and fire. A heavy fire was kept up by the enemy for 
some one and a half or two hours, when they fled in confusion. Dur- 
ing the engagement, the four companies were often encouraged by the 
presence of General Lawton who, himself, during the entire time, was 
in the midst of danger. The five right companies, after crossing the 
ravine, under a tremendous fire of musketry, advanced up the oppo- 
site hill, crossed a second ravine, when they were ordered by an aid- 
de-camp of General Ewell, to lie down and remain until the exact 
position of our friends could be ascertained. While in this position, 
the enemy advanced to the brink of the hill, at the foot or bottom of 
which the five right companies were lying, and poured into us a heavy 
fire of musketry. Our men were ordered to fire (which they did) and 
load and fire again ; they continued to do so until the enemy fled pre- 
cipitately from the woods and across the open field. The five compa- 
nies continued forward, and, after crossing the field, joined the four 
left companies about dark, and bivouacked for the night. 

On Tuesday, 1st July, the twenty. sixth regiment was not engaged 
^rith the enemy, though, with the balance of the brigade, it was 
marched under a heavy cannonading up to the field and near the im- 
mediate scene of action. Slept on their arms during the night. 
Respectfully submitted, 

E. S. GRIFFIN, 
Major commanding 26/A Reg't Georgia Volunteers. 



REPORT OF MAJOR GARNETT. 



Camp near Richmond, July 23, 1862. 

General D. R. Jones, 

Commanding First Division, A. P. : 

General : I have the honor to make the following report of the ac- 
tion of the artillery attached to your division, in the engagement of 
27th, 28th and 29th June and 1st July : 

There were attached Captains Moody and Woolfolk to General 
Toombs' brigade, and Captains Brown and Hart to Colonel Anderson's. 

On Friday, June 27th, Captain Brown, with two twelve-pounder 
howitzers, was ordered to a position on the crest of a hill near Mr. 
James Garnett's house, to try the strength of the enemy near Gold- 
ing's house. At ten o'clock these two pieces opened and drove the 
enemy from earthworks he was about throwing up, some five hundred 
yards in front. No sooner had Captain Brown opened than the enemy 
replied from several batteries of long-ranged guns. The two six-poun- 
der guns of Captain Brown's battery, and the six-gun battery of 
Captain Lane, then temporarily under my command, were ordered to 
the front. This addition gave me nine guns (ono of the howitzers 
of Captain Brown having been disabled by the wedging of a shell in 
the bore) replying to a much greater number of superior guns along 
the enemy's front. After testing fully the enemy's strength so far as 
his artillery was concerned, Lieutenant Colonel Lee, chief of artillery, 
of General Magruder's corps, concluding that the contest was too 
unequal to be longer continued, ordered the batteries to retire. 

In this action, Captain Brown lost corporal Charles W. Lucas, killed; 
sergeant G. W. Beard, wounded ; privates G. T. Linden and Benjamin 
Lucas wounded, and two horses so severely wounded that he was com- 
pelled to leave them on the field. Captain Lane's battery distin- 
guished itself for the accuracy of its fire and the coolness and courage 
of the officers and men. This report was made to Lieutenant Colonel 
Lee. 

On the 28th, Captain Brown was ordered to take the same position 
occupied on the 27th. Captain Moody's battery was ordered to his 
support. Captain Brown was the first to fire, to whom the enemy did 
not reply. Soon after, however, when Captain Moody opened he was 
replied to by an enfilading battery, unmasked on the right during the 
previous night, and about two batteries in front. This engagement 
lasted about two hours when the batteries were ordered to retire. Cap- 
tain Brown was again unfortunate in the loss of his gallant Second 
Lieutenant Kearns, who fell, nobly doing his duty. Private J. W. 
Clarke was slightly wounded, and one horse was killed. Captain 
Moody's loss consisted of the woundiug of Lieutenant Daniel P. Mer- 
vin (right arm shattered) and private Kennedy, wounded in both feet, 
and one horse killed and three badly wounded. 

On Sunday, 29th, after passing the enemy's entrenchments about, 
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three-quarters of a pile, Captain Hart's battery of six guns was 
placed in position to shell the woods in advance of the line of skir- 
mishers of Colonel Anderson's brigade. The enemy opened a very 
brisk fire in reply, when I placed Captain Moody's battery in position 
,to the left of the one occupied by Captain Hart, and opened fire upon 
the enemy through an opening in the woods where their battery was 
supposed to be in position. This skirmish was of very short dura- 
tion. Captain Moody had one private wounded, and one horse killed 
and several wounded. Later in the afternoon of the same day, Cap- 
tains Brown and Hart proceeded to a position near the railroad, where 
Captain Hart placed his two Blakely guns in position and did handsome 
service until the enemy opened a plunging fire upon him from superior 
guns and surperior positions, when he deemed it prudent to retire. 

In the two engagements of this day Captain Hart lost, killed, pri- 
vate Henry F. Cohen ; mortally wonuded, Daniel M. Shepherd and 
Charles Schroter; severely wounded, Lieutenant J. Cleveland, private 
Porter, and seven horses killed or rendered unserviceable. 
• On Monday, the batteries moved with the division, and on Tuesday, 
none were engaged, if I except Captain Hart, who was able to fire but 
a few rounds. Captain Woolfolk was relieved from duty with Gene- 
ral Toombs' brigade on Monday July 30th, and was engaged only on 
Friday 27th, where he behaved very handsomely, and his battery did 
excellent service. 

In concluding this report, I cannot commend too highly the conduct 
of the officers and men who were under the terrible-fire of the enemy's 
batteries atGarnett's farm and at the railroad; they showed that calmness 
and intrepidity characteristic of men who won for themselves, the 
hearty "well done" of their commanders at Manssas plains. I allude 
particularly to Captain Brown, of the Wise artillery. Captain Hart is 
also entitled to the highest praise, and showed himself to be an accom- 
plished artillerist as well as a gallant soldier. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN J. GAKNETT, 
Major and Cliief of Artillery, First Division, A. P. 



REPORT OF MAJOR W. M. JONES, 

Headquarters Ninth Georgia Regiment, > 
July 13, 1862. S 

Colonel G. T. Anderson : 

Sir: On the 27th ultimo, the ninth Georgia regiment received or- 
ders to advance the picket line on the east side of Dr. Garnett's farm, 
after going to the advance post. Skirmishers were then thrown oat, 
and, after a brisk skirmish, succeeded in driving the advance of the 
enemy beyond their earthworks, where they were supported by their 
artillery, which did us some damage. The casualties are, to wit: 
five (5) killed and twenty (20) wounded ; all enlisted men. At night 
received orders to fall back to our former position. 

June 28th. — All quiet in this regiment. 

June 29th. — Prepared to advance upon the redoubt of the enemy, 
which had been unsuccessfully attempted by the seventh and eighth 
Georgia regiments the previous evening. Scouts were sent forward, 
who returned in a short time and reported that the enemy had eval- 
uated their works. Immediately proceeded to their redoubts and soon 
took up the line of march in pursuit of the flying foe. After half aa 
hour's march, succeeded in catching up with their rear guard, who, 
after slight resistance again fell back. Here the line of battle was 
formed, and immediately proceeded to scour the wood in the direction 
of Bottoms' Bridge. After advancing some distance and hearing 
heavy firing on the right, halted and remained in line, awaiting or- 
ders, until nine o'clock, P. M. Received orders to return to f 

(unknown.) 

June 30th, — Received orders to proceedjj to the right of our line, to 
reinforce Major General Longstreet, who engaged the enemy near 
Crew's farm, P; M., of same day. Arrived about eleven o'clock, ?. 
M., and took possession of battle-field. 

Tuesday, July 1; — Formed in line of battle to scour the wood in front 
of us and proceeded half a mile ; ordered back to the swamp ; returned, 
and took position a quarter of a mile on the right of the river road ; 
remained some time under the protection of a favoring hill from the 
shells of the enemy, without any casualty. One o'clock, P. ML, 
started for the anticipated battle-field. After manoeuvring until near 
six o'clock, P. M., entered the field of action, halted in a ravine for 
protection ; remained till near eight o'clock, P. M. Here our casual- 
ties were three (3) killed thirty wounded (30.) Among the latter was 
Lieutenant J. A. Arnold, company C, and Lieutenant T. J. Hardee, 
company H. All the rest were enlisted men. 

Ten o'clock, P. M., left the field in good order, remaining near the 
battle-field until the morning of the 4th instant ; left in pursuit of 

the enemy and proceeded down James river twelve miles, to 

cross-roads. Remained in the neighborhood or picketed until the 9th 
instant ; then fell back to the* church on the Darbytown road, six 
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miles east of Richmond, remaining there on picket until regularly 

relieved by Mississippi brigade. Joined our brigade July 

12th, 1862, by your order. 

WM. M. JONES, 
Major commanding 9th Ga. regiment. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL HOLMES. 

Headquarters Second Regiment Georgia Volunteers, > 

July 23, 1862. \ 

Brigadier General Toombs : 

Sir : Pursuant to orders received of this date, I send you the re- 
ports of the actions and a correct list of the casualties which occurred 
in our regiment in the engagements of the 27th of June and 1st of 
July. 

On the 27th of June, while our regiment was on picket, five com- 
panies being immediately on the out-posts, with the rest as reserve, 
composed of the following companies : Company F, Cherokee Brown 
Rifles; company G, Semmes Guards; company D, Burke Sharp- 
shooters ; company H, Wright Infantry, and company I, Buena Vista 
Guards, were ordered by Colonel Butts, forward to the picket line, 
two hundred yards beyond the Garnett house to the left, to open fire 
upon the enemy's pickets. On arriving upon the line, Colonel Butts 
gave me command of company C, Semmes Guards, commanded by 
Captain Shepperd, and company F, Cherokee Brown Rifles, Captain 
Shuford, and ordered me to take those two companies sixty yards to 
the right and march them to the edge of the woods looking out upon 
the wheat field; when in that position, to open fire upon the enemy. 
I did so at the time I halted them. A regiment of the enemy sta- 
tioned in line opposite us across the field, which 1 saw plainly, opened 
fire upon us. I ordered our men to lay down and fire deliberately 
at them, which order they obeyed handsomely. The fire then became 
general on the line opposite us, and extended soon to our left and 
right, which placed us under an enfilade fire from two points. I oc- 
cupied the position at the edge of the woods until nearly half of the 
men in the companies that I commanded were either killed or wounded. 
I then ordered the men to fall back six paces and get behind trees, 
which they did, and then they fought until the combat cea9ed. The 
left companies — company D, Burke Sharshooters ; company I, Buena 
Yista Guards, and company II, Wright Infantry — were commanded 
by Colonel Butts in person, being to my left sixty yards, remained 
in their position, being not so exposed as they, when on lower 
ground, which protected company I) and company H very much. 
Company I, being on the right of these companies, nearest the right 
companies under ray command, suffered more than the other two 
companies, owing to a part of it being stationed on rising ground. 
Two of the companies of our regiment — company K, Stewart Greys, 
and company B, Jackson Blues, (company K, under command of 
Lieutenant Rockwell, and company B, under Captain Lewis,) being 
on picket collected their men on the post to the left of the road, and 
entered the fight at the time the companies did on the right, (which 
was composed of those companies on reserve and not on post that 
day.) I did not see them, or know they were in the fight until after- 
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wards. We fought about a half or three-quarters of an hour against 
overwhelming numbers, said to have been nine regiments of the en- 
emy, before the fifteenth Georgia cameto the support of our regiment. 
The companies I commanded were never reinforced, and I. did not 
know that the fifteenth Georgia had been ordered in until after the 
fight ; when, on going to where Colonel Butts was stationed, I learned 
that they were on the ground. When the fight ceased, which was 
• after night had set in, I had but two men that were able to fire their 
pieces; all were either kilbd, wounded or unable to fire, not being able 
to load their pieces ; others were out of ammunition. A few, I am 
told, that were not hurt, went off with the wounded men of the seven 
companies. The number of muskets carried into the fight was two 
hundred and seventy-one, this being the number reported on that day 
for duty. The regiment lost, in this engagement, ten killed and one 
hundred and ten wounded, a list of which you will find enclosed. 

On the 1 st of July, at Malvern Hill, we were placed in line with the 
other regiments of your brigade. We were to be (I learned) the sup- 
porting brigade to Generals Ccbb and Anderson's commands, which 
occupied positions in front of our line. After marching by the flanks 
and forward quite a number of times, we were brought immediately 
in front of the battery that we were to charge. The second Georgia's 
position was decidedly in front of the battery, which I thought must 
be fully three-quarters of a mile distant from the woods we emerged 
from, being under the direct fire of the enemy's guns the whole of 
that distance. Our brigade moved forward steadily for some distance 
and in good order, when, owing to some command, the fifteenth Geor- 
gia, being next to our right, got in front of us, masking the whole of 
the right wing of the second ; the seventeenth Georgia at the same 
time crowding upon the fifteenth Georgia. This crowding caused 
much confusion at the time. I was fifteen or twenty steps in front of 
our regiment. Looking back to see if our regiment was moving on in 
order, I found myself in front of another regiment which I was told 
was the fifteenth Georgia. I soon saw the mixed condition of the 
troops, that the fifteenth and seventeenth, which occupied the line to 
our right, had, by some, command, been moved to the left, which 
placed them upon the line we occupied. While in that huddled con- 
dition, the order was given to march by the left flank, which our regi- 
ment performed in good order, under a most destructive fire of grape 
and canister. Being under full range of the enemy's guns, after 
crossing a fence our regiment was ordered to lay down and wait for 
support to come up. boon one of the regiments of Kershaw's brig- 
ade came up and moved forward, and we were ordered as a support; 
we followed close after them. They moved in order and made a most 
gallant charge, but were completely checked by the deadly fire from 
the enemy's battery Their ranks being torn asunder they had to fall 
back, which left our regiment in front without any support. Colonel 
Butts being wounded at that time, I had to assume command. I or- 
dered our regiment to lay down until we could get a supporting regi- 
ment. We were under a most terrific fire of grape, but the men acted 
with the utmost coolness, not one exhibiting, that I could see, the 
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least fear. We lay under that fire for fully half an hour, waiting for 
some regiment to come up, that we might continue our charge to the 
battery, which was not more than fifty yards in front of us. Word 
being brought that the enemy were flanking us on our right, immedi- 
ately afterwards there occurred a very heavy fire, which came injupon 
the rear of the right wing. I ordered the regiment up, and gave the 
command about face, and marched in order to the rear, across a small 
drain, and gave the command halt; but, owing to a great noise, was 
not heard. I intended to halt and change front, that I might receive 
the enemy that (I was told) .had flanked us. I was in front of the 
regiment at the time I ordered them to about face, which placed me 
in the rear in falling back. My order to halt went unheeded. The 
regiment continued to move off to the rear, which, I think, was for^ 
tunate, as when alone, we could effect nothing in the position we 
occupied, had the regiment remained in the position. I intended to 
make a stand for the enemy that was said to have flanked us. I do 
not think I would have brought off fifty men, as the enemy had di- 
rected an increased fire upon that point. 

Our loss in this engagement was eleven killed and seventy wounded, 
which you will find consolidated with the other list of killed and 
wounded. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM R HOLMES, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Hd Georgia. 



REPORT OF COLONEL MAGILL. 



Headquarters First Georgia Regiment, ) 
Camp near Richmond, July 10, 1862. ) 

Captain Charles E. Hardwick, ** 

A, A. A, General, Third Brigade : 
Captain : I have the honor to submit, for the consideration of the 
Colonel commanding, the following report of the part taken by this 
regiment in the affair of the 29th June and in the engagement of the 
first instant : 

On the 29th of June, just after we had passed the line of the ene- 
my's entrenchments near Garnett's house, I was ordered to deploy 
the regiment as skirmishers and feel the woods in the direction which 
it was supposed the enemy had taken. Having crossed a large open 
field for that purpose, I had scarcely entered the woods when the fire 
of his skirmishers was opened upon me. This fire was very heavy, 
indicating a large force. In a few moments a battery of artillery, 
situated in a field beyond, also opened its fire, discharging shrapnel, 
grape and canister. Notwithstanding this heavy fire, the regiment 
steadily advanced, driving the enemy before it, until, emerging into 
the field already indicated, he was discovered in considerable force, 
and for a time his fire on my left was very severe. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I withdre»v the line of skirmishers to the shelter of the 
woods. In a short time this force of the enemy continued its retreat, 
^ and, in obedience to orders, I continued the advance of my line. 
Proceeding through the woods, capturing on the way a number of 
prisoners, at the distance of, perhaps, one and a half miles from the 
point already indicated, I again discovered the enemy in large force, 
with several pieces of artillery, in a field of considerable magnitude. 
The main body of our troops having reached the ground, I was ordered 
to move my regiment further to the left, still keeping them deployed 
as skirmishers, so that I did not participate further in the engage- 
ment which ensued. 

On Tuesday, the 1st instant, this regiment, in its position in the 
brigade, was ordered forward in line of battle, in an attack upon the 
enemy's position at Malvern Hill. We advanced, under a very heavy 
fire of artillery and musketry, in the direction of his batteries, over a 
clear open space of great extent. This fire being very destructive, 
and the advance being deemed impracticable from that point of at- 
tack, the Colonel commanding ordered the recall of the brigade, with 
a view to its reformation and a change in the direction of attack. In 
consequence of the noise and great confusion of the Jbattle-field, it 
was impossible to convey the order effectually to the brigade, and in 
falling back much disorder occurred. 

It gives me great pleasure to state that the officers and men under 
my command behaved on both occasions with the utmost coolness and 
gallantry, and, while there scarcely existed occasion for comparison 
in reference to individual cases of prowess, I cannot refrain from 
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making honorable mention of the names of Sergeant N. J.' Garrett, 
of company M, Corporal J. C. Camp, of company H, and private W. 
L. Morehead, of company G. 

I subjoin a list of the killed, wounded and missing on both of these 
occasions : 

Officers — Killed : None. Wounded : Lieutenant W. A. Williams, 
very dangerously; Lieutenant J. D. Anthony, painfully; Captain 
IL C. Cannon, not seriously ; Captain Tomlinson Fort, slightly ; 
Lieutenant G. A. Rutherford, Lieutenant Pierce Horner, slightly. 
Enlisted Men — Killed, 4; wounded, 38, 2 since died; missing, 15, 
Verv respectfully, 

WILLIAM J. MAGILL, 

Colonel commanding. 



REPORT OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL LUFFMAN. 



Headq'rs Eleventh Regiment Georgia Vols., > 
Camp near Richmond, Va., July 12, 1862. ) 

Colonel George T Anderson, . 

Commanding Third Brigade, First Division, A. P. : 

Sir: In obedience to general orders No. , I have the lienor to 

make the following report of the part taken by this regiment, in pur- 
suing the enemy in his impetuous flight from the Chickahominy, in 
front of Richmond, to his present bivouac on James river, undercover 
of his gunboats : 

June 26nh. — Three men wounded on the Chickahominy, near the 
Garnett house, by the explosion of a shell from our batteries. June 
27th. — Extended our picket post some distance down the Chickahominy, 
covering part of the territory occupied in the morning by the enemy, 
and captured one prisoner. June 28th. — Took possession of the en- 
emy's camps at daylight in the morning, capturing eleven prisoners. 
At nine o'clock, A. M., moved off in pursuit of the retiring enemy, 
and overtaking him in less than three miles, a sharp skirmish ensued 
in which we lost one man, wounded by a spent shell from the enemy's 
battery. The enemy again retiring, our column was halted for two 
hours in the enemy's camps, and a quantity of commissary and other 
stores, left by the enemy, were taken possession of. At twt o'clock, 
P. M., occupying a position on the right of the brigade, moved off in 
line of battle through the dense forest, and again overtook the enemy 
east of the York River railroad; but took no part in the hotly con- 
tested engagement on our right. At dark withdrew, under orders, 
and fell back to the railroad, which we reached. At one o'clock, A. M., 
we moved off to take position on the Darbytwon road, and reached 
the battle field, of the same day, at two o'clock, and July 1st, same 
day, half-past three o'clock, pushed off in line of battle in pursuit of 
the enemy's filing columns. At seven o'clock, A. M., came up with 
the troops of the heroic Stonewall Jackson, who quickly passed our 
front. 

We then retired, took another position, and again commenced to 
advance on the enemy. At three o'clock, P. M., we came up with 
the enet^ , etiuugly posted on a high eminence. An attack was im- 
mediately ordered by General Magruder, the troops occupying or 
forming four seperate lines of battle, all within range of the enemy's 
batteries, and subject to the most galling and destructive fire of shot 
and shell. Our brigade, commanded by the gallant Colonel George 
F. Henderson, was ordered to form the third line of battle, in support 
of General Cobb's brigade, which formed the second. , My regiment 
was thrown out on the field on the right flank of the brigade, and was 
supported by the learned and gallant Colonel II. L. Benning, of Gen- 
eral Tocmbs' brigade, which formed the fourth line of battle. We re- 
mained under the severe and well directed fire of the enemy from 
five to nine o'clock, P. M. Our casualties here were considerable. 
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Wounded: Adjutant John F. Green, severely in the shoulder; Lieu- 
tenant M. Gudger, (company D,) in the hand; Lieutenant H. L. Par- 
rish, (company E,) in the side ; six men killed dead on the field and 
fifty wounded, most of whom very severely. Missing, sixteen, some 
of whom have not been heard from. Total — killed, 6 ; wounded, 57 ; 
missing, 16. — 79. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedint servant. 

WILLIAM LUFFMAN, 
Lieut. Colonel, commanding Eleventh Regiment Georgia Vols. 



REPORT OF FOURTH VIRGINIA REGIMENT. 



Headquarters Fourth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, > 
Camp near Richmond Va. y July 11, J 86 2. $ 

Captain O'Brien, A. A. G. : • • 

The different roads over which the regiment traveled, in going to 
the battle field on the 27th June, and every day thereafter, inclusive 
of the battle of the 1st July, prevented me from giving, by proper 
directions, the different positions of, and routes taken by, the regiment 
in its march to the several engagements I beg leave, however, to 
submit the following report of the part taken by the regiment in the 
actions of the 27th June and 1st July: 

About four o'clock, P. M., the regiment, with the brigade, marched 
at very quick time, on the road, until it came to about two miles of 
where the battle of Gaines' Mill, or Cold Harbor, was raging. Here 
the men threw off their blankets and marched at double-quick, when 
a halt was ordered by General Winder, near a house which, I believe, 
is called Cold Harbor Tavern. At this point the General put the 
brigade in line of battle and said to them, " Prepare for a charge." 
The line being formed, the right of tije fourth resting on the left of 
the twenty-seventh, we remained here for a short time, exposed to the 
fire of the enemy's guns, whose shell did not prove destructive, though 
within range About half-past six o'clock, P. M., the brigsfcle moved 
forward in line of battle, passing through swamps and woods, 
for about a quarter of a mile, where an open field was reached ; but 
^rom some cause or other, the second and fifth became detached on the 
lpft, and twenty- seventh and thirty-third on the right. I marched 
zorward uutil I came up to General Lawton's brigade, which was 
seemingly at a r<?st. 

At this moment you directed me to change my front and form on 
the Hampton legion, which I did. This brought me directly in front 
of the enemy's battery, (which the brigade had been ordered to take.) 
By this time the twenty-seventh resumed its position on my right. 
And now the brigade, with all the regiments, continued to charge the 
enemv's battery. It was getting late — twilight, perhaps — when the 

brigade, reunited, moved forward ; but upon arriving at about 

yards of the battery it retired. 

After being satisfied that the enemy had abandoned his position, 
the General aboutfaced the brigade, marched about one hundred 
yards, and rested for the night. I threw out a picket in front of my 
regiment for the night. 

It was in this charge, that Dr. Joseph Crockett, assistant surgeon, 
and private James Perfatcr (company L,) were mortally wounded; 
privates James R. Richardson (company B,) James Bedell, (company 
A,) were wounded. 

I beg to say that in the charge the regiment did most handsomely, 
preserving the alignment while charging; and the men seemed to vie 
with each other in the effort to get the battery. 



$25 



The casualties were as follows : 

Dr. Joseph Crockett, assistant 3iirgeon, mortally wounded. 

Company A — Private James A. Bevell, wounded. 

Company B — Private James li. Richardson, wounded. 

Company L — Private James Perfater, mortally wounded. 

I must be pardoned for saying that the men and officers of my regi- 
ment were very much pleased at the handsome and splendid style in 
which the brigade was led into action by th§ General commanding. 

On Saturday morning, the 27th ? I threw out some men to relieve 
the pickets I had put out the night before ; they brought in several 
prisoners. It was some three or four of these fresh men who ar- 
rested Briga4ier General Reynolds and Captain , his Assistant 

Adjutant General. The regiment remained here until Sunday morn- 
ing, when it, with the brigade, marched to the bridge across tho 
Chickahominy, where it remained inactive until nearly night, and then 
returned to the ground occupied in the morning. 

On Monday, the 30th, the regiment took up the line of march and 
proceeded to a point at or near White Oak Swamp, where it remained 
for the night. 

On Tuesday, 1st July, marched down road, halted near a 

church. While here the enemy, who occupied a strong position on 
Malvern Hill, opened fire upon the advance of our army, whereupon 
an artillery duel ensued between ours, and the enemy's battery. The 
brigade was here to seek cover in the woods, where it remained until 
quite late in the evening. My regiment did not suffer from the shells 
thrown by the enemy, though some casualties occurred in the brigade. 
Late in the evening, the infantry became engaged, and my regiment, 
with the brigade, marched to the scene of action. I received no or- 
ders, but followed the twenty-seventh regiment, which was my position: 
on the march. The twenty-seventh double quicked through the woods; 
I followed, passing out of the woods into an open field. We were exposed 
to a tremendous and furious fire from the enemy's battery. I continued 
to move the regiment at double-quick, in order to secure the woods some 
two hundred yards in advance, where I intended to close this regiment 
up, as coming so rapidly through the first woods, the files became 
widely separated, but all entered the field and were striving to close 
up^ though the shells were bursting all around, and in grat rapidity. 

But when the first company reached the woods, Colonel Grigsby, 
I believe, or it may have been some one else, commanded, "Left into 
line." I commanded., "Halt," and did all I could to stop the regi- 
ment, in order to close it up ; but it was getting late and the cheering 
of the men made it impossible for me to arrest the movement. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Garner and Major Terry, did all in their power to 
bring the regiment together ; but, unfortunately, it was not accom- 
plished. It was here that Lieutenant Colonel Garner's horse was 
shot dead, falling upon him, and he was unable to get from under his 
horse until assisted. Up to this moment, he wa3 doing all a man 
could do to get the men together. 

Major Terry acted well his part, but exposing himself all the time 
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lode in with that portion of the regiment who had entered the woods. 
But in the meantime, it had grown quite dark, and it was difficult, in 
a wood so dense, to keep even the advance portion of the regiment 

together. Passing through this wood, I reached the road, with 

only a part of the regiment. In a word, the regiment unfortu- 
nately became separated, and owing altogether to the fact that the 
command above referred to was given by some one. But for this, 1 
would have secured a new formation of the regiment, and taken it 
altogether into action. But as it was. some were on the left and 
others on the light of other troops. ( Men and officers, aa far as I 
could discover, acted very well in the engagement. 
The casualties were as follows : 

Company A — Killed: Private James Ilenley. AVc-unded : Pri- 
vates J.tmes G. Tate, in leg; II. Snodgra3S, in arm; H. R. Col- 
thero, in head; A. J. Pierce, in left shoulder. 

Company B. — Killed. Pi ivate James T. Sanders. Wounded: Cor- 
poral Geo W. Gross, in thigh; Private Dmiel ilunick, in mouth. 

Company C — Killed : Private George Snuffer. Wounded: Privates 
John New by, James M. Sloan. 

Company D — Wounded: Privates S. E. James, Wm, Urobarger, 
James Duncan, Isaac Broun, A. 0. Saunders. 

Company G. — Killed : First Lieutenant Robert C. Taylor. Wounded: 
Sergeant E. Mclngles, privates Wm. Duarty. John Craig, J. H. 
Kropff, E. D Cradock. 

Company JL — Killed : Sergeant Samuel G. Rapp. Wounded: Pri- 
vates J. A. Leech. John 0. Lewis, James F. Reynolds. 

Company L. — Wounded: Sergeants Samuel J. Sleper. John H. 
Kepps, Corporal Henry D. Price, private Joel R. Cook. Killed: Pri- 
vate Samuel G. Sites. 

Recapitulation of Casualties, June 27th. 

Wounded — Commissioned Officers, (Ass't Surg'n) - 1 
" Privates, - - - 3 

Aggregate, 4 

# Recapitulation of Casualties, July 1st. 

Killed — Commissioned'Officers, 1 - - I 

" Non-commissioned Officers, I 

Wounded— " " - - - - ,5 

Killed— Privates, 5 

Wounded— " 20 

32 

Casualties in all, thirty-six. 

Respectfully submitted, W. L., 

Colonel Ath Reziment Vhzinia Volunteers. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN CARMICHAEL. 



Seventh Regiment Georgia Volunteers, ) 

July, 1862. J 

Charles 0. Hardwick, 

* Acting Assistant Adjutant General : 

I desire to call your attention to the brave and heroic conduct of 
Sergeant T. A. Adderhold, of company I, seventh regiment Georgia 
volunteers, who, after the colors had been twice shot down, sprang 
forward, and, grasping the staff amid a storm of grape and canister, 
shouted to hf^omrades to rally around their common standard, and 
did not quit the colors till be had received a frightful wound and was 
obliged to turn them over to one more fortunate. 

Verv respectfully, 

GEORGE H. CARMICHAEL, 
| * Captain commanding regiment. 
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